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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Clerk (Ms. Patricia Chaychuk): It is my duty to
inform the House that the Speaker is unavoidably
absent. Therefore, in accordance with the statutes, I
would ask the Deputy Speaker to please take the
Chair.

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Andrew Micklefield): O
Eternal and Almighty God, from Whom all power and
wisdom come, we are assembled here before Thee to
frame such laws as may tend to the welfare and
prosperity of our province. Grant, O merciful God, we
pray Thee, that we may desire only that which is in
accordance with Thy will, that we may seek it with
wisdom and know it with certainty and accomplish it
perfectly for the glory and honour of Thy name and
for the welfare of all our people. Amen.

We acknowledge we are gathered on Treaty 1
territory and that Manitoba is located on the treaty
territories and ancestral lands of the Anishinaabeg,
Anishininewuk, Dakota Oyate, Denesuline and
Nehethowuk nations. We acknowledge Manitoba is
located on the Homeland of the Red River Métis. We
acknowledge northern Manitoba includes lands that
were and are the ancestral lands of the Inuit. We
respect the spirit and intent of treaties and treaty
making and remain committed to working in partner-
ship with First Nations, Inuit and Métis people in the
spirit of truth, reconciliation and collaboration.

Good afternoon, everybody. Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 216-The Consumer
Protection Amendment Act
(Right to Repair Electronic Products)

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): I move, seconded by
the member for Flin Flon (MLA Lindsey), that the
consumer protection amendment act, right to repair,
now be read a first time.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: It has been moved by the hon-
ourable member for Elmwood, seconded by the hon-
ourable member for Flin Flon, that Bill 216, The
Consumer Protection Amendment Act (Right to
Repair Electronic Products), be now read a first time.

Mr. Maloway: This right-to-repair legislation em-
powers Manitoba consumers and fosters sustainability
by requiring manufacturers of electronic devices and
appliances to make manuals, parts and tools necessary
for repairs available to consumers and independent re-
pair shops at a reasonable price. If not, the manu-
facturers must replace products.

Products covered by this right-to-repair legisla-
tion would include smartphones, tablets, laptops,
washers, dryers, refrigerators. Manitoba consumers
would have the same right to repair as consumers in
the European Union have, beginning in 2022.

Canada produces 750,000 tons of electronic waste
annually, and right-to-repair legislation will be a giant
step forward in reducing this waste by giving
Manitobans access to products that are made better
and last longer.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House
to adopt the motion? [Agreed]

Bill 217-The Health System Governance
and Accountability Amendment Act

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I move, seconded by the MLA for Tyndall
Park, that Bill 217, The Health System Governance
and Accountability Amendment Act; Loi modifiant la
Loi sur la gouvernance et I'obligation redditionnelle
au sein du systéme de santé, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this bill provides
for increased accountability in our health-care system
and provides for the annual appearance of the Shared
Health and of the regional health authorities at com-
mittees, as we currently now do to Crown corpor-
ations.

The concept is that there will then be ability to—
for members of the Legislature to ask questions dir-
ectly of these important organizations which play a
vital role in our health-care delivery.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House
to adopt the motion? [Agreed]

Committee reports?
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TABLING OF REPORTS

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable minister, and
I would indicate to the House—oh, no, I don't have to
indicate anything for that. I would indicate to the
House the honourable minister, the honourable
Minister of Finance.

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydroe): Mr. Deputy Speaker, it's my
pleasure to rise today in the Assembly and table the
government of Manitoba response to the economic
review of Bipole III and Keeyask Generating Station
ERBK report.

Thank you.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ministerial statements, and I
would indicate to the House that the 90 minutes time
was given, as per the rules.

Donation to Winnipeg Foundation

Hon. Heather Stefanson (Premier): For 100 years,
The Winnipeg Foundation has provided stable grant
funding to support remarkable charities throughout
our city.

Their endowment model helps our community
come together to respond to our most pressing needs,
and their work helps transform Winnipeg into a more
inclusive and equitable place to call home.

Manitobans are uniquely generous, giving more
to charity per capita than the people of any other pro-
vince. Throughout the year Manitobans donate millions
of dollars to support The Winnipeg Foundation's work in
our community.

Madam—Mr. Deputy Speaker, this week, one of
those Manitobans made history.

At a press conference yesterday The Winnipeg
Foundation announced that it had received a
$500-million donation from the late Miriam Bergen,
owner and president of Winnipeg company Appleton
Holdings Ltd.

* (13:40)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ms. Bergen's contribution is
the largest gift ever made to a Canadian charity by an
individual. Her generosity is stunning. It will trans-
form The Winnipeg Foundation and have a positive
impact on our community for generations to come.

Ms. Bergen passed away earlier this year, but her
life and legacy are a shining example to all Manitobans.

Growing up immersed in the family business, she in-
herited Appleton Holdings and its Edison Properties
development company from her late father, Martin
Bergen, an immigrant who came to Canada following
the Second World War.

From a young age, she took immense pride in the
family business and possessed a powerful sense of
community. During her time as president of the
company, Appleton Holdings grew at a rapid rate.
Thanks to her leadership, the company currently owns
or manages 27 properties, primarily in North Kildonan,
and employs 200 people, many of them long-time
employees who Ms. Bergen regarded as family.

But most of all, Ms. Bergen lived her life as a quiet
philanthropist, donating to many worthy charitable
causes throughout Winnipeg, often anonymously.

With this donation—the final donation of her life—
she has secured a place in Canadian history.

She has made an indelible impact on our com-
munity for decades to come, and we are all forever
grateful for her for that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I ask that all members of the
House join me in thanking The Winnipeg Foundation
for their work, as well as Ms. Bergen and her family,
for their extraordinary generosity.

Thank you.

Mr. Diljeet Brar (Burrows): Giving Tuesday had a
special importance for The Winnipeg Foundation this
year. They announced yesterday that they have re-
ceived the largest gift ever made to a Canadian charity
by an individual-a $500-million bequest by a local
business owner who passed away earlier this year.

Miriam Bergen, was the owner and president of
Appleton Holdings, a privately held company that
operates as Edison Properties and employs more than
200 people. She was known for always using what she
had to help others, often donating anonymously.

One of her final wishes was to ensure that her
family's legacy was not sold off and dissolved.
Because she did not have an heir to give her company
to, she made the decision several years ago to work
with The Winnipeg Foundation to keep her family
company's legacy alive after her passing.

The donation came in the form of shares in
Appleton Holdings Ltd. It is the first time The
Winnipeg Foundation has received a donation in the
form of private shares, and it allows the business to
stay intact while still doing enormous good for the
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community, which was Bergen's wish. The money
will be used as an endowment fund, with $25 million
given out annually to Winnipeg charities. At a time
when many charities are struggling, this money could
be life-changing for them.

One of the unique aspects of this gift is that there
were no instructions on how the money could be
spent, meaning it can go to the organizations that need
it most, which may change over time. Bergen's gener-
ous donation will help The Winnipeg Foundation do
their important work for our communities, and the
positive impacts of it will be felt by charities all across
the city for years to come. The perfect legacy for a
person who dedicated her life to helping others.

Thank you.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, 1 ask leave to speak to the Premier's
(Mrs. Stefanson) statement.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Does the member have leave?
[Agreed]

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Deputy Speaker, The Winnipeg
Foundation, established in 1921, had its centenary last
year—100 years in 2021. It has made extraordinary
contributions to Winnipeg.

Indeed, it is hard to imagine what Winnipeg
would be like without The Winnipeg Foundation; it
has done so much.

A huge thank you is owed to Miriam Bergen who
has made this extremely generous gift. We thank
Miriam, no longer with us, but her legacy will live on
thanks to this gift.

Thanks are also due to Martin and Ruth Bergen,
her parents, who established the company, Appleton
Holdings and Edison Properties, and built it up. And I
think it's noteworthy and should be mentioned that
thanks are due to all those who worked at the company
and helped make it the extraordinary success that it
has been.

Before her passing, Mrs. Bergen was no stranger
to philanthropy. Giving to community organizations
was a big part of how Miriam showed she cared about
people. And much of her giving was anonymous
because she felt it was the act of giving, not neces-
sarily the recognition.

This gift will make an enormous difference. It
will be a legacy gift as a result of her generosity.

From the bottom our hearts, we thank Mrs. Bergen
and the family for this incredible and historic gift that

will ensure that the city of Winnipeg and our community
thrives for generations to come.

Thank you, merci, miigwech.
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Now, we have with us in the pub-
lic gallery a couple of student groups, one from Portage
Collegiate Institute, I believe 24 grade 12 students under
the direction of Brett Geisel. And they are from the con-
stituency of Portage la Prairie.

We welcome you to the Manitoba Legislature.

We also have seated in the public gallery from
River East Collegiate—this is not a repeat; they're
sending many classes here. I know that you might
think I just read the same one every day, but it's a new
group of grade 9 students, 20 of them under the direc-
tion of Mr. Cochrane. This group is located in my con-
stituency, Rossmere.

We welcome you to the Manitoba Legislature.

* % %

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Resuming ministerial statements,
the honourable Minister of Education, and I would
indicate to the House the required 90 minutes' time was
provided in accordance with the rules.

Financial Literacy Month

Hon. Wayne Ewasko (Minister of Education and
Early Childhood Learning): I am pleased to rise in
the House today to acknowledge that the month of
November was proclaimed as Financial Literacy
Month.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize
the importance of ongoing education for Manitobans'
kindergarten-to-grade-12 students pertaining to con-
sumer awareness and financial literacy.

Financial literacy is more than just knowing about
money. With financial literacy, you are able to gain
the skills and knowledge that is needed to manage
personal financial well-being with confidence, com-
petence and awareness of the world that you are
surrounded by.

When it comes to Manitoba students, knowledge
about personal finance is essential to developing con-
fident and responsible youth, empowered to make
informed decisions throughout life. This knowledge
can contribute to overall well-being and leadership
skills.
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Introducing financial concepts to students lays the
foundation of economic awareness and can provide
opportunities to explore and analyze implications of
decisions from a transdisciplinary perspective, across
perspective—or, aspects of life.

Teachers and school staff are able to have a pro-
found influence on student engagement and learning
to help students understand the costs, benefits and
implications of both personal and local financial and
economic issues, contexts and dynamics in learning
experiences.

Not just Manitoba students, but all Manitobans
are given the opportunity to learn how financial and
economic matters and considerations relate to not only
future careers, but in life as a whole. It will enable an
informed pathway to explore, develop and realize
potential and move toward life and career goals.

Our Manitoba government encourages all
Manitobans across this great province of ours to engage
themselves in financial literacy learning.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
* (13:50)

Mr. Nello Altomare (Transcona): Financial Literacy
Month is observed all over Canada during November. It
is a time to highlight the importance of financial
literacy and connect community members to
resources that help them maintain healthy financial
habits.

Now, more than ever, with the rising costs of
living as a result of inflation, Manitobans need to find
the right balance with which to mange their finances.
They need to be well informed to make important
financial decisions for budgeting, obtaining loans,
savings and investments.

I assure Manitobans that they are not alone in
these times. There are resources available to aid them
regardless of their financial situations or goals.

As part of Financial Literacy Month, the
Government of Canada has provided education and
assistance to Canadians, such as access to financial goal
calculators, budget planners and mortgage calculators.
These can be found on the government website at no
cost.

Here in our province, we have MoneySmart that
helps Manitobans make informed financial decisions
and protect themselves from financial fraud. Recently,
MoneySmart launched a financial literacy hub where

parents, teachers can gain meaningful financial know-
ledge. Their programs help parents plan for the future
and provide resources for teachers to incorporate
financial lessons into their classrooms.

It's important that our children are financially
literate. When we help families gain stronger financial
literacy, we are putting all of us on a much firmer foot-
ing for the future.

I urge Manitobans to make well-informed finan-
cial decisions this holiday season and to use the
resources available to them to learn more.

Thank you, Deputy Speaker.

Ms. Cindy Lamoureux (Tyndall Park): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I ask for leave to respond to the minister's
statement.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Does the member have leave?
[Agreed]

Ms. Lamoureux: November is Financial Literacy
Month, and I rise to speak about the importance of
developing skills to make smart financial decisions.

When people refer to having a rainy day fund, this
is in part to recognize that emergencies happen and
that we need to be prepared for what life may throw at
us. However, there is a lot in our control, too.

Currently, interest rates are rising, which will cost
consumers more to borrow money. There is high per-
sonal debt, a theme familiar for many Manitobans.

And in recent Statistics Canada reports it was
noted that Canadians are paying about $1.82 in credit
market debt for every dollar of household disposable
income.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is important for many
groups, but for the sake of time, I want to share two
examples: No. 1, seniors, many of whom are living on
a fixed income. Seniors' rents often go up. Their gro-
cery bills have gone up. Often prescription medication
isn't being covered. Home repairs are unaffordable,
and their dental work and hearing aids have no
coverage. These are just a few examples.

And No. 2, students, especially international
students, who continue to take on such debt as they
are forced to pay more taxes. They have had their
health-care coverage taken away from them. They
have no tuition fee gap—cap, and they have increased
co-op fees. This is on top of the cost of living.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, during Financial Literacy
Month, I want to encourage all Manitobans to take
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advantage of these resources provided at both federal
and provincial levels to learn about debt management.
Know your rights when borrowing money and finan-
cial options.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Happy Holidays

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health): The
holidays are coming and Christmas is near, / We have
just two more question periods to hear the NDP jeer, /
The snow has come down and the days are becoming
merry, / Just yesterday we allowed dogs in the gallery,
/ Who, while cute, were very hairy, / As children begin
to count down sleeps in their bed, / Manitoba has two
new MLAs: Obby Khan and Eric Redhead—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. Order, please.

I am loathe to spoil the mirth of the member's
statement, but I am beholden by the rules to indicate
that we have to refer to members by their constituency
or title.

The honourable Minister of Health can continue.
Ms. Gordon: I apologize, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

The candies are out in bowls, and the trees are all
set, / With even cheaper electric rates, thanks to our
government reducing Hydro's NDP debt, / As Santa
gears up in his big red suit, / The Manitoba—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please.
Ms. Gordon: —Liberal leader—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I am loathe to interrupt the
mirth of the member's statement, but there is a rule
that these member statements really do need to talk
about constituency issues, not government policy.

I'm obliged to—and that applies to ministers. So,
I'm obliged to convey that to the House. That's my
duty in this Chair, and so I have to do that.

The honourable Minister of Health, though, does
have the floor.

Ms. Gordon: My apologies, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

As Santa gears up to head to the Southdale con-
stituency in his bright red suit, / The Manitoba Liberal
Leader hesitates to greet him with the St. Boniface
salute.

As children are getting tucked in their beds in
Southdale, / Our Premier (Mrs. Stefanson) is fighting
to keep streets—crime off our streets, / As MLAs we
know the weight of the duties we carry, / So to all
honourable members: may your holidays be merry.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Gordon Landriault

Ms. Amanda Lathlin (The Pas-Kameesak): Today
I would like to honour Gordon Landriault, who
recently retired from his job as constituency assistant
and chief of staff to our Member of Parliament, Niki
Ashton.

I have known Gord all my life, and he has been
such an important person to me and everyone who
cares about social justice in our community.

Gord has long served elected representatives in
the North to make sure we are connected to your
concerns. He also knocked on so many doors, and
very committed to our communities.

Gord has been known to many in the North as
Mr. NDP for over 40 years, and he has dedicated
decades to working for the party and spent countless
hours connecting with people in the North and helping
to make voices heard by representatives and govern-
ments.

He also spent time working for federal NDP
candidates in the riding, including Rod Murphy and
Niki Ashton, in their roles for MP for Churchill, as
well as provincial MLAs Ron McBryde, Harry
Harapiak, Frank Whitehead and my father, Oscar
Lathlin, and myself.

Just this past year, Gord was the recipient of the
David Woodbury award, which the New Democrats
give to a community, a party member who have been
pioneers for social justice and have committed to the
community, and as well-and it was well deserved for
his commitment and dedication to his work and
volunteerism.

On July 29th of this year, Gord had his last day in
serving as constituency assistant and chief of staff for
Niki Ashton before retirement, and he is now able to
spend his days with his beloved grandchildren, his
wife, Lillian, and family.

I want to thank Gord for everything that he has done
for the many community members and representatives
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for whom he has spent years dedicating hard work
making—towards making our society more equitable and
welcoming. More than all of this, though, he has also
been a great friend, a father figure. I truly want to wish
Gord all the best in his well-deserved retirement, until
the next campaign.

Ekosi.
Drs. Bruce and Janice Waddell

Hon. Greg Nesbitt (Minister of Natural Resources
and Northern Development): Shoal Lake and area is
without the services of resident veterinarians after the
retirement of two long-serving vets this summer.

Drs. Bruce and Janice Waddell-a husband-and-wife
team—called it a career on July 31st after operating the
Shoal Lake Veterinary Clinic for 35 years.

The Waddells graduated together from the
Western College of Veterinary Medicine at the
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon in 1985.
The MLA for Selkirk was also a member of this class
and is a good friend of the Waddells.

Bruce and Janice were married in 1986, and, after
practising in the Interlake and Winnipeg respectively,
they were informed of an opportunity in Shoal Lake.
On September 1st, 1987, they purchased the practice
of Dr. Don Finlay and began operating the Shoal Lake
Veterinary Clinic.

* (14:00)

This clinic is one of 27 provincially and muni-
cipally funded clinics in Manitoba and is owned by
seven municipalities. The clinic serves residents over
an approximate 10,000-square-kilometre area.

With their outgoing personalities, the Waddells
immediately became a part of the community. Over
the years, they raised five children—four boys and a
girl-and were very involved in sports and music.
Their daughter Heather recently followed in their
footsteps, graduating as a veterinarian in Saskatoon.

Bruce was the founder and still is the only head
coach of the Park West Outlaws high school football
team. His patient, caring attitude towards players is
renowned in the area, and the program would not have
survived without Bruce's dedication. Wins don't mean
as much to Bruce as the development of the players
into young adults.

While the search continues for permanent veter-
inarians for Shoal Lake and area, Bruce and Janice are
enjoying their retirement after a career that saw them
on call, day and night, for 35 years.

I ask all honourable members to join me in
saluting and thanking Drs. Bruce and Janice Waddell
for their dedicated service to animal owners in Shoal
Lake and area.

Cody McDonald

Mr. Nello Altomare (Transcona): Today I rise to pay
tribute to a local Transcona student who is excelling in
his studies at Murdoch MacKay Collegiate, a high
school located in the constituency of Transcona, and
who was recently recognized for his achievements at the
Manitoba Indigenous Youth Achievement Awards.

Cody McDonald is 17 years old and a Red River
Métis who calls Transcona home. Cody has always
enjoyed learning and, as a result, has attained marks
of 100 per cent in nine different courses from a range
of subjects including geography, chemistry, physics,
precal, biology, Canadian law and global issues.

Cody is also an integral part of the Murdoch
MacKay Indigenous academic achievement pro-
gram, helping with everything from Truth and
Reconciliation day events to planning for the school's
inaugural Reach for the Top competitions.

He has also created a traditional clothing line and
is learning the Michif language, along with Inuktitut
and Cree.

Cody is quoted as saying: Work hard to achieve
your goals, never forget where you come from and the
incredibly rich heritage of our people.

Cody's achievements were recently highlighted at
last week's Manitoba Indigenous Youth Achievement
Awards and in an article by columnist Niigaan
Sinclair. Cody was nominated for the award by Kim
Dudek and Dana Jansen, his teachers at Murdoch.
These awards have been in existence for 28 years,
beginning in 1994.

Other award winners were present when Cody
was honoured last week, including Murdoch alumni
Kody [phonetic] Laurin, Ashton Mclvor, who also
said that this was a night when we got to celebrate who
we are.

Deputy Speaker, we are lucky enough to have
Cody in the gallery this afternoon, joined by his
support network: his mom, Crystal; Dad, Bryan; and
his teachers, Dana Jansen and Kim Dudek.

Please join me in congratulating Cody for his
amazing accomplishments.
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Koats for Kids Campaign

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister of Finance):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, it's my pleasure to rise today and
call attention to the United Way Pembina Valley's
Koats for Kids campaign.

The Morden and Winkler chapters of the United
Way recently amalgamated, and the new United Way
Pembina Valley has the common goal of serving the
people in our two great communities. Koats for Kids
collects and distributes new and gently used coats,
snow pants, toques, mitts, scarves and boots to
children and adults in need of warm clothing.

In November, hundreds of donations were drop-
ped off at the Morden and Winkler fire halls in their
large red Koats for Kids bins. Some residents specific-
ally purchased new winter items like mitts, toques and
scarves. Some items were lovingly handmade; others
were collected and given to families in need.

The items were collected and brought to the local
Best Western hotel. They were laundered, they were
hung on racks and on November 8th and 9th, the items
were made available for distribution to Winkler's
Central Station Community Centre and Morden's
500 Stephen St.

Organizer Audrey Armstrong says this program
requires a lot of community involvement and she
thanks all the organizations for their commitment.

This year's event saw newcomers to Canada in-
cluding newly arrived Ukrainian families, as well as
many local residents, with lineups of 100 and 200 people
looking for winter items. And with the increase in
demand, the United Way Pembina Valley board is
already discussing ways to increase donations for coats
to kids program next year.

The initiative shows how much need there is out
there and it shows how much people are rallying to
meet that need.

On behalf of my colleagues in the Legislature, I
want to thank the United Way Pembina Valley
president, Chris Willsey, the board, the businesses and
organizations that stepped up to meet the need to keep
everyone warm during this winter cold season. Your
hard work and dedication to the community is greatly
appreciated and will make a difference.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Health-Care System Reform
Number of Beds Available

Mr. Nello Altomare (Transcona): No one trusts the
PCs when it comes to health care or public education.
Not one person. Not in Transcona, not in Radisson,
nowhere in Manitoba. That's because they have made
deep cuts to our health-care system since they became
government in 2016, and we're feeling it every day.

Data compiled by media show the cuts: a drop of
136 beds across the Winnipeg hospital system since
2017. 'Theose' are cuts that made health care worse,
Deputy Speaker.

Does the Premier (Mrs. Stefanson) believe cutting
beds from our health-care system was the right thing to
do?

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health): What
the NDP offer Manitobans are empty promises and no
plan, but our government has a solid plan to help
Manitobans.

That is why, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the Health
budget for 2022 alone, $482,000 to increase seats at
the University of Manitoba respiratory therapy pro-
gram, $50 million for HSC Operation Excellence,
$2 million for Swan River's CT scanner and so much
more.

What is their plan? They have no plan.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Transcona, on a follow-up question.

Mr. Altomare: You can't start a fire in 2016, watch
the flames lick the house and then see it burn com-
pletely down, then come out with a couple of pails of
water, throw it around and say you're saving the
system. That's not a plan.

But you know what? They continue to refuse to
listen, and every PC MLA on that side of the House
supported these cuts right from the get-go. As a matter
of fact, the former—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Altomare: —premier equated quality health care
to the number of beds.

Well, it does matter, actually, Deputy Speaker.
You have worse health-care outcomes when you have
fewer beds.

Why did the Premier support cutting the beds
from our hospitals in Winnipeg?
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Ms. Gordon: More smoke and mirrors from the no-
plan NDP.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was pleased to join the
First Minister on November 10th to announce our
plan: $200 million to add 2,000 health-care profes-
sionals to the health system. And, on that day, we
announced nine premiums and incentives that we will
deliver on for nurses: a weekend super premium, a
recruitment retention incentive, a full-time incentive,
a full-time weekend worker incentive, a wellness in-
centive, licensure reimbursements and more.

Again, | ask, what is their plan, Mr. Deputy
Speaker? No plan.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Transcona, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Altomare: Our plan is simple: just don't cut
health care. Right? [inaudible] in 2016. We warned
them, Deputy Speaker, years ago—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Altomare: —that cutting beds from our hospitals—
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Altomare: —would lead to worse health-care out-
comes. Now we are seeing terrible ER wait times and
their cuts have caused it.

The Premier should explain why the PCs didn't
listen, but they went ahead and cut health care
anyway. And the Premier also needs to tell
Manitobans whether she will reverse her health-care
cuts, and will she do that today.

* (14:10)

Ms. Gordon: Will the member for Transcona ask the
former Health minister, NDP Health minister, if she
has found the magic wand, Mr. Deputy Speaker?
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: Our government is not dependent on
magic wands. That is why we are addressing our ER
wait times with—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —concrete action and concrete plans: a
$1.2-million expansion of the physician-in-triage pro-
gram to free up nurses in the emergency department,
expediting alternate-level-of-care patients, creating
space in medicine units, sending stable patients who

live outside of Winnipeg back to their home location
and more—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.

Rural Paramedic Services
Collective Bargaining Contract

Mr. Matt Wiebe (Concordia): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
rural paramedics and allied health-care workers are
speaking out. They're frustrated that they can't work
their full scope of practice.

They're angry that they've been left out and left
behind by the PCs, with no contract for years. And
they don't understand why other provinces like
Saskatchewan can offer better pay and more—and bet-
ter benefits for their work.

Why is this government leaving rural paramedics
behind?

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I see that the members opposite
are going to have a question period filled with a litany
of false information.

But I'm so glad that I'm able to stand in the House
today and correct the record. We are working with our
paramedics. We are working with our allied health
professionals, Mr. Deputy Speaker. We're at the front
line having conversations with health-care profes-
sionals; that's where the best ideas are found.

We are implementing those solutions. Again:
$200 million to add 2,000 additional health profes-
sionals, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a follow-up question.

Mr. Wiebe: Mr. Deputy Speaker, during the pan-
demic it was rural paramedics and allied health-care
workers that stood up for Manitobans. They helped
patients in their most difficult situations.

And yet, the PCs have left them behind. They've
done nothing to help with better pay or better working
conditions. Paramedics are burning out because of the
stress, and the PCs are doing absolutely nothing to
help.

Will the Premier (Mrs. Stefanson) simply tell this
House why her government has failed rural para-
medics across our province?

Ms. Gordon: Our government has committed $8 mil-
lion in Budget 2022 to hire 35 additional primary-care
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paramedics. We are expanding the advanced para-
medic training program with 32 new refresher seats,
and 16 seats with Red River College Polytechnic.

Manitoba Health is also working in partnership
with municipalities—again, Mr. Deputy Speaker, com-
ing to a table of solutions to hear from the front lines.
Three meetings have been held and more are planned.

In addition to purchasing new ambulances, we are
doing what needs to be done to ensure paramedics get
the services that they need in this province.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Wiebe: Ask anyone in rural Manitoba, and they'll
tell you personal stories about the importance of
paramedics in their community.

We know that every minute matters, and we
should be—-and we owe it to our front-line health-care
workers to support them. Instead, the workers are
falling further and further behind because of this PC
government's cuts.

Their cuts have consequences;
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

it's wrong,

Will the Premier and the government apologize
for failing rural communities and rural paramedics for
so many years?

Ms. Gordon: I was so pleased to be part of the an-
nouncement in Portage la Prairie and Crystal City,
where our government invested $3.8 million in new
EMS infrastructure. So, new stations were established
there, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

We're improving call volumes and the emergency
response system, another investment of $3.5 million.
We purchased 65 new ambulances to refresh one third
of the province's fleet, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

And we will continue to do more. This is just the
beginning for paramedics.

Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy
Elimination of Public Qutpatient Services

MLA Uzoma Asagwara (Union Station): Deputy
Speaker, publicly insured outpatient physiotherapy
and occupational therapy services are an essential part
of our health-care system. It's why other provinces
provide access to these services to help patients prop-
erly recover.

Five years ago, this Premier (Mrs. Stefanson) and
this government cut that service. The result is worse

health-care outcomes; 2,000 people annually lost ac-
cess to this essential health-care service.

Will the minister admit it was wrong to cut this
service for so many Manitobans?

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health): Physio-
therapy is available to support successful recovery for
hip and knee orthopedic patients in Winnipeg,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

This year alone, we have completed 1,601 hip re-
placements and 2,109 knee replacements. And so, to
support this work, our Diagnostic and Surgical Recovery
Task Force is planning to complete 800 additional hip
and knee surgeries in Winnipeg over the next three years.

I'm proud that our government is making physio-
therapy available to individuals living in Winnipeg.

MLA Asagwara: Deputy Speaker, in 2017, dozens of
physiotherapists and occupational therapists were
fired by this government.

The member for Radisson (Mr. Teitsma) says that
this hurt Manitobans. He says, and I quote, outpatient
physio was paid out of pocket and some did not re-
ceive the rehab they needed. End quote. It's a shocking
admission from that member.

This government's cuts hurt. It's wrong that they
fired these health-care professionals.

Will the minister do the right thing and apologize
for firing physiotherapists and occupational therapists
from our health-care system?

Ms. Gordon: I want to highlight some of the good
work that was just reported today by the Diagnostic
and Surgical Recovery Task Force.

Their work now includes backlogs in pediatric
care. The task force has already supported and moved
a proposal to implement the—to implementation,
which will eliminate the pandemic backlog for fetal
alcohol syndrome disorder and autism spectrum
disorder, Mr. Deputy Speaker, within the next
18 months.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are continuing to move
forward to address the needs of Manitobans, and I
invite members opposite to get on board.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Union Station, on a final supplementary.

MLA Asagwara: Deputy Speaker, the minister won't
apologize, I suppose, then, for firing physiotherapists
and occupational therapists.



374 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

November 30, 2022

And she also won't apologize to the thousands of
Manitobans who haven't been able to access rehab as
a result of that terrible decision.

I wonder if she'll apologize for gutting public
health care in Manitoba, for the five-year-ago decision
they made to fire not only thousands—sorry, fire
physiotherapists and hurt Manitobans who needed
that support, but also the ongoing impacts in our
health-care system.

This government just wants to pretend those cuts
never happened, Deputy Speaker. And their plan is to
fire even more health-care workers.

Deputy Speaker, why is this government so intent
on privatizing health care here in Manitoba?

Ms. Gordon: Will the members opposite apologize
tothe 231 patients who have self-identified for
out-of-province orthopedic hip and knee replacement
surgeries, effective November 29th? Under their leader-
ship, they said, they wouldn't allow anyone to access this
type of care.

I also want to continue to highlight some of the
outcomes for the Diagnostic and Surgical Recovery
Task Force. The pandemic backlog for cataract—
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —surgery has now been fully eliminated.
We have half the pandemic backlog for ultrasounds,
from 4,500 procedures to under 2,000. We've com-
pleted 1,900 and—I'm sorry, Mr. Deputy—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.
* (14:20)

Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy
Elimination of Public Qutpatient Services

MLA Nahanni Fontaine (St. Johns): The member
for Radisson (Mr. Teitsma), the legislative assistant to
the Minister of Health, says his government's cuts
resulted in, and I quote, outpatient physio was being
paid out of pocket, and some did not receive the rehab
they needed. End quote.

That is still the case with many Manitobans being
left behind. Public health care needs to be publicly
available.

Why is this Premier (Mrs. Stefanson) and her
Health minister, why are they—have they left so many
Manitobans behind, and failing to give access to this
essential health care?

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I see that the member for St. Johns
is continuing the false information that is being placed
on the record. Physiotherapy—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —is available in—to support successful
recovery for hip and knee orthopedic patients in
Winnipeg. It's also available in the other regional
health authorities.

And I think the members opposite should be—
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —focused on the incredible outcomes
that the Diagnostic and Surgical Recovery Task Force
has provided thousands and thousands of Manitobans.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
St. Johns, on a follow-up question.

MLA Fontaine: Again, Deputy Speaker, the member
for Radisson is the one who said that Manitobans
should not pay out of pocket for essential health care,
which post-operative physiotherapy and occupational
therapy certainly is. He's upset with his own Premier,
and we would agree.

That's why these things were offered in the hos-
pital. It was free; it was public. Rather than restore this
public service, this government has chosen a limited
private option at three private clinics. That's the wrong
approach, Deputy Speaker.

Will this Premier restore public physio and oc-
cupational therapy today?

Ms. Gordon: Mr. Deputy Speaker, physiotherapy
within the public health system is available to support
a successful recovery for hip and knee orthopedic
patients in Winnipeg. It is also available at all the
regional health authorities—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —across the province, Mr. Deputy
Speaker.

In 2022 alone, we have completed 1,601 ortho-
pedic hip replacements and 2,109 orthopedic knee re-
placements. Is—are members opposite saying that the
individuals that receive these out-of-province sur-
geries—I'm sorry, these outpatient surgeries, should
not receive this care, Mr. Deputy Speaker?

I would like them to explain to Manitobans.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
St. Johns, on a final supplementary.

MLA Fontaine: This Premier fired dozens of health-
care workers. These workers were critical in helping
patients recover from their surgeries. Five years ago,
this PC government cut them.

And for their patients, and I quote, they did not
receive the rehab they needed. End quote. Again,
another direct quote from the member for Radisson—
the Minister of Health's own legislative assistant.

It was a mistake. He knows it. We know it.
They've never apologized. And if they even want to
start to repair the damage, they need to restore what
they've broken.

Will they hire physio and occupational therapists
and restore a public system for supporting people after
surgeries?

Ms. Gordon: I know the member for St. Johns wants
to deflect from the great work our government is
doing through the Diagnostic and Surgical Recovery
Task Force, but I won't allow that to happen.

We have completed 776 cardiac surgeries in
2022. We've completed 66,312 MRIs. This year, The
Maples gynecology program has now provided
33 successful procedures to Manitoba women. They
would say, no, you cannot get that.

We-St. Boniface General Hospital has added an
additional eight outpatient cases a week, and will be
reducing the endoscopy backlog by 416 cases per
year, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order. Order.

Health-Care System
Privatization of Services

Mr. Mark Wasyliw (Fort Garry): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the Tory playbook on privatization is on full
display this afternoon: they cut positions in the public
system, they cause mass disruption in our hospitals
and clinics, then they turn the private sector, handing
over the public good for private benefit.

That's what's happening right now in our hos-
pitals—hundreds fewer registered nurses, an astonish-
ing $40 million per year being spent on private agen-
cies. Sensible solutions have been proposed, like the
float pool in the public system, and this government
has taken no action.

Will the minister reverse the cuts and ensure care
by the bedside in the public system today?

Hon. Audrey Gordon (Minister of Health): Our gov-
ernment is listening to the front line.

That is why, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was on site at
the Health Sciences Centre, on site at St. Boniface
Hospital, on site at the Grace general hospital, because
we want to hear from the front line.

When we hear from the front lines, we take their
feedback and we create solutions. We sit at the table
of solutions with unions, stakeholders and individuals
from the front line. That is where our action plan—our
health human resources action plan—of $200 million
to add 2,000 health professionals was derived from,
doing what members opposite do not do—by listening.
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wasyliw: You know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I'm
not sure who this minister is listening to. Given her
cuts, there's nobody—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.
Mr. Wasyliw: —working at these hospitals.

Thousands of positions are vacant in the public
system. Dozens of hospital beds have been closed. It's
the old Tory playbook: fire nurses, cut funding to
health, then claim there's no choice but to then turn
over our hospitals to private benefit.

This government is now spending $40 million per
year—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wasyliw: —on more private agencies, more than
three times what it was four years ago. That's not
fiscally responsible; it's wrong.

Will the minister stop their cuts and ensure care
by the bedside in the public system today?

Ms. Gordon: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the member for
Fort Garry needs to apologize to all the front-line
workers for saying that the individuals that I'm speak-
ing with, I'm listening to, are no—like, who are they—
they're nobody.

Mr. Deputy—/interjection]
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Ms. Gordon: —Speaker, they ran the health-care sys-
tem for 17 years on a wing and a prayer. Their Health
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minister was searching at all times for a magic wand.
Our government is digging out of the mess they made.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the $200 million will allow
for nine premiums and incentives to be delivered to
Manitoba nurses: a weekend super premium, a recruit-
ment retention incentive, a full-time incentive—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.

The honourable member for Fort Garry, on a final
supplementary.

Mr. Wasyliw: Once again, we have to remind this
minister: a press release is not a plan.

A year ago, they promised a float system for nur-
ses and never delivered, and—yet another broken
promise from a broken minister.

Forty million is being spent on private agencies.
It's hurting the public system. Public—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wasyliw: —nurses are working overtime. They
can't get the rest they need. Meantime, private agen-
cies are provided more money and flexibility. This is
what happens when public health care gets cut:
hospitals and health staff can't keep up, the waits are
higher than they've ever been. This government is on
the wrong track.

Will the minister reverse her cuts and ensure care
at the bedside in the public system today?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order. Order. Order. Order.
* (14:30)

Please pause the clocks.

We have today and tomorrow, and it would be
good if we could make the best of these last two days.

I'm asking all members, please, to keep volume at
a reasonable level. That doesn't necessarily mean
silent; it just means I need to be able to hear.

And let's have some order and decorum, as we've
heard in the last couple of weeks.

Hon. Scott Johnston (Minister of Seniors and
Long-Term Care): The opposition is talking a great
show about support for health care and other initia-
tives; that's all it is. That's all it is, is a show. That's all
it is, is a show. That's all it is, is a show.

They had the opportunity to invest—to allow
$31 million invested for seniors, and they voted against
it. They voted against it.

They voted against 'enhanting' infection preven-
tion—controls—infectious staff to control staff. They
voted against 200 full-time housekeeping staff, allied
health care for seniors in personal-care homes.

Madam Speaker, they talk the show, but they
don't walk the walk. [interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please.

Privatization of Lifeflight Air Ambulance Service
Request to Restore Public System

Mr. Ian Bushie (Keewatinook): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
it's been over three years since the PCs privatized
Lifeflight Air Ambulance services.

We warned the PCs that this decision was short-
sighted and would result in worse patient care, and
that's exactly what happened. We've seen a decline in
the quality of service, with planes not being properly
staffed, staff not having the right training and equip-
ment and patients having to wait longer periods of
time.

It's clear the PCs' health-care agenda is more
focused on dollars and cents than it is on the quality
of patient care.

The PCs could do the right thing today and re-
verse their privatization of Lifeflight.

Will they commit to doing so today?

Hon. Reg Helwer (Minister of Labour, Consumer
Protection and Government Services): Well, it's
quite sad that the member doesn't know that, under the
previous NDP government, they were the ones that
used private air carriers for Lifeflight, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. They had a whole list of airlines that they
would go to to ask for the next person to go up with.
No—with compensation just what it was that day; no
chance on finding efficiencies.

They're the government—they were the govern-
ment that signed the sole-source contract with
STARS. We're the ones that have made it work,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Keewatinook, on a follow-up question.

Mr. Bushie: Privatizing Lifeflight Air Ambulance
services is yet another example of the PCs prioritizing
private profits over patient care.
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In the time since they sold off the critical service
in 2019, we've seen an increase in wait times, planes
not being properly staffed and staff without proper
training or equipment. This has resulted in a worse
quality of patient care.

The minister should do the right thing and reverse
the privatization of Lifeflight.

Will he do so today?

Mr. Helwer: Well, again, I want to remind the mem-
ber opposite that about 70 per cent of the flights were
run by the private sector, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

The other ones were two aircraft that the prov-
incial government owned. One was usually out of
service because it needed to be repaired. The other
one, when it was able to run, was, you know, it wasn't
the top aircraft, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

And, again, that is the former government across
the way there that signed a sole-source, untendered
contract with STARS and-that was contracted. They
didn't look to the market. They signed it, we've made
it work with STARS. They are a necessary part of our
air ambulance right now, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

But, they broke it, and we've had to fix it.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The honourable member for
Keewatinook, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Bushie: Mr. Deputy Speaker, again: the PCs
prioritizing private profits over patient quality care.

Lifeflight provides critical air ambulance services
to Manitobans. It's incredibly important that planes
arrive on time and with staff who have the right
training and equipment. Yet, since the PCs
'priorvatized' this service, we've seen the opposite
happen. This decline is the quality of care. This puts
Manitobans at risk.

It's clear 'priorvatizing' Lifeflight was a mistake.
The minister can make things right by reversing the
privatization of Lifeflight.

Will he do so by committing to that today?

Mr. Helwer: Well, the member opposite's trying to
rewrite history, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I'll talk more
about history later on.

But right now, we need to understand that that
was the former government that destroyed this. They
used the private sector, due to the benefit to the private
sector and to the benefit of the patient, when they
needed the help; 70 per cent of those flights were with

the private sector. But they didn't have a good process
in place for how that worked.

We changed the process. We made it work better.
It's for the benefit of the patients in Manitoba. Good
care when they need it, where they need it,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Viral Infections in Schools and Daycares
Request for Spread Prevention Plan

Ms. Cindy Lamoureux (Tyndall Park): We are see-
ing an increase of flus, colds and all viruses through-
out our school systems. We know contaminated air is
a big factor into this, and even though we have been
calling for upgrades to ventilation systems in schools
and child-care facilities for decades, this idea con-
tinues to be ignored by both the NDP and the PCs.

Manitoba needs to do a better job at prevention.

With the number of illnesses circulating in our
community, what is this government's plan to prevent
the spread?

Hon. Reg Helwer (Minister of Labour, Consumer
Protection and Government Services): So, when
our department took over the responsibility of build-
ing schools and maintaining them, we found that
school divisions were not spending money on ventila-
tion systems. So we gave them money to do that. We
spent tens of millions of dollars upgrading those venti-
lation systems that wasn't done, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

A lot of work that was done with engineers to
make sure that it would—that it'd be done efficiently
and safely. And increasing the airflow was the major
suggestion that they had. And that's what we followed,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

We started with the oldest schools, and we're
working our way to the newer schools to make sure
that students and staff are safe.

Post-Secondary International Students
Request for Cap on Tuition Fees

Ms. Cindy Lamoureux (Tyndall Park): Today, I
met with Manitoba association of post-secondary
students, who are advocating to protect our inter-
national students, and they've joined us today in the

gallery.

Currently, international students are being forced
to pay more taxes. Their health-care coverage has
been scrapped. They have no tuition fee cap. And they
have increased co-op fees.
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An example of this, Mr. Deputy Speaker? Those
studying data science and machine learning, currently
a job in demand here in Manitoba, has gone up from
$1,500 to $8,300.

Will this government stand up for international
students and implement a cap on international student
tuition fees?

Hon. Jon Reyes (Minister of Advanced Education,
Skills and Immigration): You know, throughout my
travels to post-secondary institutions across our pro-
vince, when I talk with international students from
Bangladesh, from India, from Pakistan, from Nigeria,
I ask them questions: Why did you choose Manitoba?

They chose Manitoba because they have a con-
nection here, because of the cost of living here and
because of our low tuition costs—one of the lowest
tuition costs in Manitoba compared to British
Columbia and Ontario.

While I thank the member from Tyndall Park for
attending the immigration public consultations, I just
want to let her know that there's international stu-
dents—there is a substantial backlog at the IRCC level
with regards to permanent residency. We have
reduced our PNP wait times from more than two years
under the NDP to six months or less.

And we want the federal government to take ac-
tion so we can welcome more newcomers to
Manitoba, the home of hope, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Household Radon Exposure
Request for Reduction Plan

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, once every three days, someone somewhere
in Manitoba dies from lung cancer caused by exposure
to radon, as this report I table documents.

Radon is widespread in Manitoba homes. The fact
that radon causes lung cancer has been known for
many years. The lack of action by successive NDP
and Conservative governments in Manitoba poses a
threat to the health and livelihood of our citizens.

Why have the NDP before them, and now the
PCs, in six and a half years done so little to reduce
radon exposure in Manitoba homes?

Hon. Jeff Wharton (Minister of Environment,
Climate and Parks): Again, I thank the member from
River Heights for bringing up radon gas concerns
again in the Legislature. And the member from River
Heights and [ have had a couple of discussions on this
already.

I've made a commitment to the member to move
this issue forward to ensure that we are acting in the
best interest of Manitobans with the best science,
Mr. Deputy Speaker. I also mentioned in this House,
and it's on the record, that I've had my home tested—I
live in rural Manitoba—for radon gas.

* (14:40)

We recommend that Manitobans do that, and we're
going to be there to support them.

Construction on Legislative Grounds
Discovery of Message in a Bottle

Mr. Len Isleifson (Brandon East): We've heard the
word history a few times today, and I do hear that a
surprising piece of history was discovered recently
here on the Legislative grounds.

And so, I'm wondering if the Minister of Labour
could please update this House on this amazing
discovery and how this history connects this building
to the Province of Manitoba.

Hon. Reg Helwer (Minister of Labour, Consumer
Protection and Government Services): Thank you
to the member from Brandon East for that great ques-
tion. Always thrilled to work with him here; great
representative for the city of Brandon.

So, a few weeks ago, when the construction crews
were working on the plinth in front of the Legislature,
they made a surprise discovery. Now, it wasn't
Michigan J. Frog from the Warner Bros. cartoon—you
might have to look that up, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
was a while ago—but I will table what we discovered
there.

It was a message in a bottle and—stashed in the
concrete structure—dating back to July 30th, 1921. And
I had deciphered a few of the words on here, and it
says, on account of the prohibition, we are unable to
adhere to the custom of depositing a bottle of brandy
under the stone, for which we are extremely—I think it

says soIry.

And it's signed by J.B. MacGraham, who's the
stonecutter—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.
Some Honourable Members: Leave.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: s there leave?

Some Honourable Members: No.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I hear a no.

The honourable member for St. James.
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Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Federal-Provincial Child-Care Agreement
Daily Maximum Fee in Manitoba

Mr. Adrien Sala (St. James): This week, I spoke to
a family in my constituency who were paying $1,200
a month for child care for their two infants.

For each of their infants, they're paying a total of
$30 a day for care. And that's not including lunch fees
and all of the other costs associated with child care.

Can the minister explain: Why is this family pay-
ing $30 a day per infant almost a year and a half after
his government signed an agreement to make child
care $10 a day?

Hon. Wayne Ewasko (Minister of Education and
Early Childhood Learning): The fact is, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, is that the member—if he would take the time
to do more research than just a Google page, he would
find out that the agreement signed with the feds
outlines the fact that the—we, in Manitoba, are the
lowest child-care fees across the country.

To just pass along the information, I have no pro-
blems, Mr. Deputy Speaker—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Ewasko: —of the member from St. James forward-
ing me that correspondence. I'd definitely have my staff
look into it. But just to let the family know—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The member's time has expired.

Mr. Sala: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the federal govern-
ment has sent millions of dollars to Manitoba to give
families $10-a-day child care, but now we've learned
that Manitoba will be the only province in all of
Canada not to reduce their daily maximum fees to an
average of $10 a day.

Instead, the PCs have created total chaos for par-
ents and the child-care sector with a subsidy approach
and a rollout plan that is confusing at best and in-
competent at worst.

It's fallen on volunteer parent boards to decide
which family gets how much money. PC mismanage-
ment means there are wild inequities, with some
families getting a lot of money and other families get-
ting zero, and ultimately no Manitobans are receiving
$10-a-day rate this government promised them.

Will the minister admit he's bungled this rollout,
and will he apology—apologize to families for his
broken promise?

Mr. Ewasko: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the member from
St. James should stand in his place and apologize for
the 17 years of dark days under the—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.
Mr. Ewasko: —previous NDP government.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we know that in this—
[interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Ewasko: —province of ours, we have child-care
fees that range from $2 a day—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. Order, please.
Please pause the clock.

I can't hear what the minister is saying. I'm asking
for some decorum so that I can at least hear the minis-
ter's answer.

And the same is true for those asking questions as
those answering questions—I need to be able to hear.

The honourable Minister of Education has the
floor. I'll give him 20 seconds to complete his answer.

Mr. Ewasko: Oh, thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

So, as I was saying, here in Manitoba, parents pay
from $2 a day to $20.70 a day. We are three years
ahead of schedule, Mr. Deputy Speaker. We are going
to have $10-average-a-day daycare fees by March of
2023. [interjection]

It's unfortunate that the member from St. Johns
wants to speak. She can stand up in the next question—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The minister's time has expired.

Mr. Sala: The only person that should be apologizing
is this minister, for costing families thousands of
dollars this year. Parents have enough messes to clean
up; they don't need to clean up messes caused by this
PC government.

The minister promised families he'd give
$10-a-day child care. He signed an agreement and sent
out multiple press releases about it. Provinces across
the country are using federal monies to reduce their
daily maximum fees, but in Manitoba, a year and a
half since their big announcement, no family is paying
$10 a day.



380 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

November 30, 2022

Instead, millions in federal dollars have been
frantically thrown around because this minister didn't
have a plan. PC incompetence is costing families.

Will the minister apologize to parents for costing
them thousands in federal supports, and will he
commit to actually delivering on $10—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The member's time has expired.

Mr. Ewasko: In May, the member across the way was
criticizing daycare centres that were producing—that
were reducing child-care fees to all families,
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Now he's standing up, he's flip-
flopping—/interjection]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Ewasko: —like his leader from the NDP, like a
pickerel on the dock.

We are increasing 