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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Madam Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God,
from Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom and know
it with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Please be seated. Good afternoon, everybody.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 7-The Highway Traffic Amendment Act
(Immediate Roadside Prohibitions)

Hon. CIiff Cullen (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): | move, seconded by the
Minister of Crown Services (Mrs. Mayer), that
Bill 7, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act
(Immediate Roadside Prohibitions), be now read a
first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Cullen: Madam Speaker, the main purpose of
this bill is to make changes to The Highway Traffic
Act to change the culture of drinking and driving in
Manitoba.

This legislation is modelled after the very
successful immediate roadside prohibition approach
adopted by British Columbia in 2010.

Under Bill 7 police will have the ability to
take immediate steps to combat drunk driving at
roadside, including impounding vehicles, imposing
stiff monetary penalties, and requiring ignition
interlock use for a year in certain cases.

Bill 7 sends a clear message: If you drink and
drive, you will lose your licence, you will lose your
vehicle and you will lose a lot of money.

This legislation is strongly supported by Mothers
Against Drunk Driving Canada and I'm very happy
to have their CEO, Andrew Murie, along with
representatives from Manitoba Public Insurance, the
RCMP, the Winnipeg Police Service, the Brandon

Police Service and the Manitoba First Nations Police
service here in the gallery today.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? [Agreed]

Further introduction of bills?

Bill 207-The Manitoba Conservation Officers
Recognition Day Act

Mr. Alan Lagimodiere (Selkirk): I move, seconded
by the member from Swan River, that Bill 207, The
Manitoba Conservation Officers Recognition Day
Act, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Lagimodiere: Madam Speaker, Bill 207 will
designate October 1st of each year as conservation
officers recognition day.

This day will be a day to recognize the history
of conservation officers in Manitoba, a day to
recognize the training and responsibilities performed
by conservation officers on a daily basis and a day to
recognize those in the profession that paid the
ultimate sacrifice in the performance of their duties.

Madam Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? [Agreed]

Bill 201-The Health Services Insurance
Amendment Act (Personal Care Home
Staffing Guidelines)

Mr. Andrew Swan (Minto): | move, seconded by
the member for Concordia (Mr. Wiebe), that
Bill 201, The Health Services Insurance Amendment
Act (Personal Care Home Staffing Guidelines); Loi
modifiant la Loi sur l'assurance-maladie (lignes
directrices en matiére de dotation applicables aux
foyers de soins personnels), be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Swan: This bill is intended to ensure that our
seniors receive the quality health care they deserve.

This bill will enshrine in law the existing
requirement for residents of personal-care homes to
be entitled to 3.6 paid hours of care per resident per
day, care provided by nurses and health-care aides.
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We know our seniors deserve the best care
possible. This government's record has been to
cancel personal-care-home projects, reduce the
number of nurses and other health-care professionals
and raise fees for residents.

This bill will protect our seniors against further
cuts to the care they receive and deserve.

Madam Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? [Agreed]

Bill 202—-The Public Schools Amendment Act
(Small Classes for K to 3)

Mr. Matt Wiebe (Concordia): | move, seconded by
the member for Fort Rouge (Mr. Kinew), that
Bill 202, The Public Schools Amendment Act (Small
Classes for K to 3), be now read for a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Wiebe: Madam Speaker, small class sizes make
a big difference in the lives of young students. That's
what research shows us, and it's just common sense.

Parents know that it's good for their children to
have more one-on-one time with a well-trained and
well-supported teacher.

This act will ensure that class sizes are kept
small for kindergarten to grade 3 students and that
each child can get the individual attention they
deserve.

Madam Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? [Agreed]

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs
First Report

Mr. Greg Nesbitt (Vice-Chairperson): Madam
Speaker, | wish to present the First Report of the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs.

Deputy Clerk (Mr. Rick Yarish): Your Standing
Committee on Legislative Affairs—

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Madam Speaker: Dispense.

Your Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs
presents the following as its First Report.

Meetings

Your Committee met on the following occasions in
the Legislative Building:

November 16, 2017 (2" Session — 41%" Legislature)
November 28, 2018 (4™ Session — 41%' Legislature)

Matters under Consideration

Annual Report of Elections Manitoba for the year
ending December 31, 2016 including the conduct of
the 41st Provincial General Election, April 19, 2016

Annual Report of Elections Manitoba, including the
conduct of the Point Douglas by-election, and a
proposal to modify the voting process, for the year
ending December 31, 2017

Committee Membership

Committee membership for the November 16, 2017
meeting:

Mr. ALLUM

Hon. Mrs. Cox

Hon. Mr. CULLEN

Hon. Mr. FIELDING

Ms. FONTAINE

Hon. Mr. GERRARD

Mrs. GUILLEMARD (Chairperson)
Mr. JOHNSTON

Hon. Mrs. STEFANSON

Mr. SWAN

Mr. TEITSMA (Vice-Chairperson)

Committee membership for the November 28, 2018
meeting:

Mr. ALLUM

Hon. Mr. CULLEN
Ms. FONTAINE

Hon. Mr. GOERTZEN
Mrs. GUILLEMARD (Chairperson)
Mr. HELWER

Ms. LAMOUREUX
Mr. LINDSEY

Mr. MICHALESKI
Mr. NESBITT

Mr. WOWCHUK

Your Committee elected Mr. NESBITT as the

Vice-Chairperson

Officials speaking on the record at the

November 16, 2017 meeting:
Ms. Shipra Verma, Chief Electoral Officer

Officials speaking on the record at the

November 28, 2018 meeting:
Ms. Shipra Verma, Chief Electoral Officer
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Reports Considered and Passed

Your Committee considered and passed the following
report as presented:

Annual Report of Elections Manitoba for the year
ending December 31, 2016 including the conduct of
the 41st Provincial General Election, April 19, 2016

Annual Report of Elections Manitoba, including the
conduct of the Point Douglas by-election, and a
proposal to modify the voting process, for the year
ending December 31, 2017

Mr. Nesbitt: Madam Speaker, | move, seconded
by the honourable member for Swan River
(Mr. Wowchuk), that the report of the committee be
received.

Motion agreed to.

Madam Speaker: Tabling of reports? Ministerial
statements?

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Gaurav Sharma

Hon. Colleen Mayer (Minister of Crown
Services): Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize
Gaurav Sharma, who is the current executive director
of the EDGE Career Program and a true inspiration.

Gaurav and his then-pregnant wife immigrated
to Canada in 2005 and began a journey of hard work
and success. His story is a true testament to what a
dedicated individual who doesn't give up on their
dreams can do.

*(13:40)

In 2006, Gaurav joined what was then known as
the Victor Mager Job Re-entry Program. This
program offered its clients the opportunity to access
job re-entry training, academic upgrading, job
placement and adult literacy classes.

These resources are oftentimes critical to the
success of a newcomer, and it's fitting that, years
later, Gaurav would return to this very program, now
known as the EDGE Career Program, to assist
individuals who find themselves in similar situations
as he did.

Gaurav's academic pursuits lead him to the
Manitoba Institute of Trades and Technology to
complete a course that would complement his
master's degree in computer science. He would also
receive an award from MITT for his excellence.

After working in the private sector as a network
administrator, Gaurav returned to EDGE Skills
Centre where he would stay until today. For nearly
10 years, Madam Speaker, Gaurav has lent his
expertise as a computer instructor, a network
administrator and a math instructor.

This past July, Gaurav accepted the role of
executive director at the EDGE Career Program.
This community-based program is a part of the
EDGE Skills Centre, located in St. Vital, and gives
newcomers, low-income earners a chance to thrive.

Each individual is able to identify their unique
skills and employment goals. Clients can then focus
on their personal and professional growth and move
forward with the tools they need to go on and find
long-term success.

I can think of no one better to help individuals
facing the overwhelming task of rising above their
personal challenges than someone who did just that.

Madam Speaker, | would ask that you and my
colleagues in the Manitoba Legislature join me as |
congratulate Gaurav Sharma on his many
accomplishments and wish him well as he continues
to provide an invaluable service to the residents of
St. Vital.

Thank you, Gaurav.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Minister of
Crown Services?

Mrs. Mayer: Madam Speaker, | ask for leave to
include the names of the guests in attendance today
with Gaurav into Hansard.

Madam Speaker: Are-is there leave to include the
names of the guests in Hansard? [Agreed]

Guarav Sharma and guests: Joan Embleton, Trevor
Gonsalves, Nicolle Richard, Chaitanya Sharma,
Gaurav Sharma, Neetya Sharma, Shiwani Sharma,
Vinayak Sharma.

Review of CancerCare Manitoba

Mr. Ted Marcelino (Tyndall Park): This
government has called for a review of CancerCare,
and we know what happens when they order a
review: more cuts.

A cancer diagnosis is one of the most difficult
things a person can go through, and it also takes a
toll on the friends and family members who support
and care for loved ones with cancer.
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During their lifetime one in two Canadians will
be diagnosed with cancer. That means most
Manitobans have been affected by cancer in some
way.

Manitoba CancerCare is the best in the country
at providing cancer treatment. Managing cancer is a
hard enough journey, and families should not have
the added stress of wondering if they will be able to
access the treatment they need when they need it.
But that's what will happen if the government
decides to make more cuts to CancerCare after the
current two and a half million dollars in cuts have
already stretched the organization thin.

Budget cuts also put a strain on the nurses and
front-line workers who are at the bedsides of our
loved ones, providing care and the life-saving drugs
they need.

Manitobans with cancer need more supports, not
less. This government needs to consider the human
cost of their cuts and put patients first.

Eva Hawryshko

Mr. Alan Lagimodiere (Selkirk): Madam Speaker,
everyone loves a parade, and Selkirk has its very
own Santa Claus Parade of Lights every year in
November.

Our Parade of Lights was the brainchild of our
very own Eva Hawryshko. Eva has been a long-time
volunteer in our community. She's been involved in
the MTS Pioneers program, Job's Daughters and the
Red Hat Society.

Today Eva is affectionately known in our
community as Mrs. Claus. Sixteen years ago, at the
young age of 71, Eva set out-set a goal to bring her
community together with the spirit of Christmas.
Through the eyes of children, we find the joy of
Christmas; through their hearts, we find the meaning.
This was the motivation behind the hard work and
countless hours Eva dedicated to making our Santa
parade a success every year.

The first parade floats were organized in family
garages. Today the event sees floats from all around
our region and Winnipeg. This year saw 40 floats in
our parade.

In October Eva announced she is stepping down
as the chair of the Santa Claus Parade of Lights.
There's no better gift to community than
volunteering, and Eva is leaving a legacy, a tradition
to continue.

Eva has demonstrated she is a kind-hearted,
warm, caring and understanding individual who is
not afraid to take on any project big or small for the
benefit of community.

Eva wanted to ensure that all people, kids and
kids at heart, have the most wonderful and enjoyable
experience possible during the holiday season.

Whether it's a family trip to see Santa, a trip
down memory lane, the Christmas lights, the warmth
of neighbours and strangers sharing—gathering
around a bonfire sharing a cup of hot chocolate or
the brightly coloured floats alive with the sound of
holiday music passing down Eveline Street, Eva has
accomplished the goal she set out to achieve 16 years
ago.

Eva is here with us today, along with several
family members and friends. Eva, from the
constituents of Selkirk and all those Manitobans who
look forward to your parade every year, thank you
for your years of service, for putting a Christmas
spirit sparkle in the eyes of both young and old.

Tyler Dueck

Mr. Shannon Martin (Morris): Madam Speaker, it
may come off as a cliché, but there is truth in it
regardless: entrepreneurs are the backbone of
Manitoba's economy.

I rise today to recognize Tyler Dueck, an
outstanding young entrepreneur from the community
of Rosenort.

Tyler is a co-owner of RONA Valley Enterprises
in Rosenort. | am pleased to share that earlier this
month he was the recipient of the best Young
Retailer Award at the Outstanding Retailer Awards
Gala. The awards are a national program dedicated to
celebrating the achievements of hardware and
building-supply dealers in Canada, and the gala took
place in Niagara Falls.

Tyler began his career at RONA in 2007. Early
on in his time at RONA he identified and put into
action opportunities to grow the business. Tyler
made it a priority to increase the amount and variety
of products available to customers.

By the time he was 24 years old Tyler had
become the store's general manager, and in 2015
he purchased the branch. Tyler grew his business by
a factor of seven in just a few years, which the
judges in the Outstanding Retailer Awards found
particularly impressive.
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Tyler has elevated the business's profile on the
continental stage and attracted customers from all
over. His store has shipped up-supplies for entire
buildings to locations all over North America,
including Newfoundland, Mexico and Alaska.

In many instances we take for granted the life of
an entrepreneur or make assumptions that it is a life
of luxury. While we may see the well-deserved
awards and success, we don't often acknowledge the
many hours of sacrifice they and their families put
into making their dreams a reality.

Tyler and his wife Cora are with us here today,
and I'd ask all my colleagues in joining me to
congratulate Tyler on his win at the Outstanding
Retailer Awards Gala. We wish him continued
success in his business and thank him for all he does
to grow and support his community.

Thank you.
Festival du VVoyageur 50th Anniversary

Mr. Dougald Lamont (Leader of the Second
Opposition): Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the upcoming 50th year of the Festival du
Voyageur.

It is the largest winter festival in western
Canada, held in St. Boniface—not just Winnipeg's
French quarter, but the francophone capital of
western Canada.

The Festival du Voyageur celebrates French,
Metis and First Nations culture, and it is also a truly
joyous celebration of life in a winter city at the
centre of a winter country.

The language of the fur trade was French, and
we live in a province founded by a French
indigenous leader, Louis Riel.

It is also a festival that brings the past and
present together and welcomes people from across
Manitoba, Canada and the world in a celebration of
who we are: people who come together in the
freezing depths of long nights of winter to drink,
dance and eat at a great party.

| stood last February in the snow in—amidst a
packed crowd with the Compagnie de La Vérendrye
with their powder muskets. With everyone in their
capote, lit by firelight next to the walls of Fort
Gibraltar, it felt as if we were happily gathered in
1815.

In the early days, it was a struggle to get the
Festival du Voyageur off the ground, but the
legendary Georges Forest, the city and chamber of
saint-commerce of St. Boniface helped make it
happen.

And each year, there are official voyageurs, and
the organization has assembled every official
voyageur dating back to the first year.

Je veux féliciter et remercier tous ceux qui ont
travaillé avec tant d'acharnement pour établir cet
hommage vivant a notre patrimoine comme
Manitobains.  Félicitations pour les premiers
cinquante ans, et je tiens a offrir tous mes veeux de
succes a l'organisation du Festival pour les cinquante
prochaines années.

Translation

| want to congratulate and thank all those who have
worked so hard to build this living tribute to our
heritage as Manitobans. Congratulations on the first
50 years, and best wishes for success to the Festival
organization over the next 50 years.

*(13:50)
English

| want to congratulate everyone who has worked
so hard over the years to build this living, thriving
tribute to our heritage. Congratulations on 50 years,
and best wishes for next 50.

I hope you will all join me in celebrating the
Festival du Voyageur on its 50th edition from
February 15th to February 24th, 2019. You can eat
tourtiére, drink Caribou, enjoy the maple taffy pull
and bring your friends—family, friends and
constituents to come celebrate what promises to be
an exceptional year.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Introduction of Guests

Madam Speaker: Prior to oral questions, we have
some guests in the gallery that |1 would like to
introduce to you.

Seated in the public gallery from Crocus Plains
Regional Secondary school we have 53 grade 9
students under the direction of Rob Dinsdale, Nick
Martens and Brad Wall, and this group is located in
the constituency of the honourable member for
Brandon East (Mr. Isleifson).

On behalf of all members here, we welcome all
of you to the Manitoba Legislature.
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ORAL QUESTIONS

Closure of HudBay Mining Operations
Employment Concerns for Flin Flon

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Madam Speaker, we learned yesterday
that the community of Flin Flon is facing the
prospect of 900 jobs lost in the very near future, and
what was the response of this government? The
response was, quote, business as usual. End quote.
That's the support this Premier and this government
offer to northern Manitoba: absolutely nothing—no
commitment to fight for jobs in Flin Flon, no
commitment to fight for northern communities.

In fact, the only thing they're offering is more
cuts to health care and the end of birthing services
for the community of Flin Flon. The Premier merely
washes his hands, walks away and meekly accepts
job losses in one of our great northern communities.

Will this Premier do his job and fight for the
Manitoba workers in Flin Flon?

Hon. Brian Pallister (Premier): We've been in a—
working very diligently as a government with the
people of the North to develop a Look North
strategy, Madam Speaker, that we are beginning to
implement and beginning to see success as a
consequence. Northern mineral and other resource
potential is real.

The members opposite say leave it in the ground.
We don't agree, and we believe that there is real
development possible in the North. That's why
we're working with First Nations partners to develop
protocols for exploration and prospecting that
were ignored by the previous government, where, in
fact, we went from No. 1 in the world for potential
to develop to somewhere behind Botswana,
unfortunately, Madam Speaker, about 30th on the list
under the NDP.

We're moving up now, Madam Speaker, and the
people of the North know it. They have the hope, and
they have the diligence and the will, and so does this
government.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Kinew: What the people of Flin Flon want to
hear clearly and unequivocally is that the Premier
will stand up and fight for their jobs, because that's
what we're going to do on this side of the House,
Madam Speaker.

We will continue coming to work each and
every day and right across the province, fighting for
the jobs of Manitobans in Flin Flon, in Lac du
Bonnet and everywhere right across this great
province, Madam Speaker. And yet even when
confronted with the prospect of some 900 jobs lost,
what was the response of this government? Well,
again, quote, business as usual. End quote.

Can you imagine, Madam Speaker, being told
that—in a company town that the company may close
up shop and all the jobs will be lost, and the leaders
of your government say that that is merely business
as usual? It is difficult to imagine why this
government would take that position.

So what we're asking very clearly is: Will the
Premier do his job? Will he stand up and fight to
keep jobs in Flin Flon, Manitoba?

Mr. Pallister: Well, | appreciate any question from
an NDP member on job creation, Madam Speaker,
because it gives me the opportunity to remind the
member that we lead the country in job creation and
in capital investment and the people of the North are
already benefiting from that.

But, Madam Speaker, what is the NDP plan for
the North? Well, it's been on display for some time.
We've known about this mine's imminent closing for
years and years, but nothing happened under the
previous administration to address it, and now the
member opposite has taken the position publicly-and
now his party's adopted it-that they don't want mines
in this province. They said leave it in the ground.
They've signed a Leap Manifesto declaration against
mining.

So, Madam Speaker, the member stands in his
place; he laments the loss of jobs in the North out of
one side of his mouth and out of the other side says
they shouldn't have been there in the first place.

We don't agree. We'll stand up for the people of
the North in a real way not just today in question
period, but always.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Kinew: He can keep attacking me all he wants,
but when is he going to stand up and say he'll fight
for jobs in Flin Flon, Madam Speaker?

You know that it's not business as usual in Flin
Flon today, having heard that there may be 900 jobs
lost as of 2021. We know that it's not business as
usual for families who are pondering the future of
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their community. We know that it's not even business
as usual for pregnant mothers in Flin Flon, Madam
Speaker. But, of course, it is business as usual for the
Premier who refuses to help, refuses to even try.

It was shameful to see Doug Ford and Justin
Trudeau just accept job losses in their province, but
to see that a leader of our province wouldn't stand up
and say that he would fight for jobs in Manitoba—
well, that truly is disappointing.

So will this Premier come forward with a real
plan to protect the jobs of the hard-working people of
Flin Flon, Manitoba?

Mr. Pallister: What's disappointing the people in
North is when the NDP take a plane up to The Pas
and promise hard-working indigenous communities
that we'll give them jobs if they vote for them.
What's disappointing to the people of the North is
when the NDP promised them they won't raise their
taxes and then jack them up. What's disappointing
the people in North is no plan under the NDP to
address the issues of mining.

What we've been doing is working with
Manitobans, and what the member opposite's just
done in each of his preambles and questions is insult
hundreds of people in the North who developed the
Look North strategy that we're implementing with
them as partners.

Indigenous engagement, strategic infrastructure
investment, housing challenges being met, enterprise
ecosystems of support, education, training, workshop
development to make sure that we move forward to
create jobs in the North with the North as our
principal focus, Madam Speaker. Only at election
time when the NDP flies up to the North and
promises votes—promises jobs in exchange for votes
is the only time they've evidenced that they care
about the North—for their own political purposes.

We care about the North always and we will
demonstrate it in every action we take.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a new question.

Privatization of Water Bomber Services
Request to Table Contracts

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): On a new guestion, Madam Speaker.

It should come as no surprise that the Pallister
government has decided to privatize water bomber
services here in Manitoba. Now, it might be a

surprise for the people who were listening to the
Premier during the last election when he promises, |
quote, to keep public services public. End quote. But
we're seeing the extent to which the Premier is
breaking that promise.

We know that water bombers in Manitoba fight
the most difficult of fires, and we know that this
service will only be more and more needed as
climate change begins to become further and further
impactful on this great province, Madam Speaker.
These water bombers protect wildlife, forest
infrastructure, but most importantly people all across
the North.

Will the Premier table all contracts for water
bomber services in Manitoba today?

Hon. Brian Pallister (Premier): Issues of providing
service, Madam Speaker, aren't to us, at least,
ideological issues; they're issues of practicality and
results. To the member opposite it seems it's always
an ideological battle. He doesn't seem to believe in
the private sector-and, Madam Speaker, | guess if |
shopped like the members opposite did when they
were in government, | wouldn't trust the private
sector either. Because they didn't tender; they gave
untendered contracts out all the time, especially to
donors, and then they covered it up and didn't
disclose it because they were embarrassed about it,
rightfully so.

Madam Speaker, they threw money away at
electioneering politics, like rushing a stadium
project; they threw it away so that they could buy at
incredible extra expense a shiny red helicopter just
days before an election. This is why the members
opposite don't trust the private sector, because they
use it for political purposes all the time.

We believe that the best results are what
Manitoba wants, from fire suppression and
everything else, and we're practical people on this
side of the House so we'll keep pursuing better
results for Manitobans.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a supplementary question.

Service Provision Guarantee

Mr. Kinew: Premier must not believe in his actions
because he's not defending them. All he's doing is
trying to attack others, Madam Speaker, and it's
pretty sad that he's more than halfway through his
mandate, still everything's always about the NDP. No
vision, no plans for the future from this leader yet.
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* (14:00)

We know that there's a reason that this Premier
doesn't want to talk about the amount of these
contracts that are being awarded to privatize water
bombers, but we ought to consider for a second the
backdrop, the backdrop of climate change and the
fact that these water bombers will be more and more
in demand in the future. The value of a public service
being delivered by the public entity known as the
government is the fact that you know that it'll be
there when you need it.

So what guarantees did the Premier get under
these contracts that these water bombers will fight
forest fires even when it's not profitable to do so?

Mr. Pallister: Madam Speaker, the member
opposite just makes my case for me every time he
opens his mouth, because the NDP actually
increasingly used private services to provide things
like medical transportation. They just did it badly,
just sloppily, okay? They didn't tender for the
service. So when we needed, really needed air
transport they just spun a dial, pointed to a company
and said, hey, how about you, and paid them
whatever they wanted.

They had no idea about the benefits of tendering.
Manitobans do; Manitobans shop with their money.
They value their money. The NDP never did, still is
no evidence of any idea over there of how to shop
intelligently.

Madam Speaker, what we've done is we've gone
and we've got the best value for money to make sure
that we have faster response times, that we have
enhanced safety and that we have a superior aircraft
maintenance program so the planes are there when
they're needed by Manitobans. That's the kind of
discipline and fiscal management that Manitobans
deserve because it's the kind of discipline they
demonstrate every single day when they manage
their own money.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Kinew: But what guarantee did the Premier get
that these water bombers will be there to fight forest
fires even when it's not profitable for those planes to
do so, Madam Speaker?

Again, the Premier can dodge, and he can try
and skate by, but that is the question that will be led—
left in the heads of people right—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Kinew: —across the province of Manitoba.

And | hear the members opposite raising their
voices. Of course, they'd never raise their voices
against the Premier, who refuses to stand up for
Manitoba jobs, Madam Speaker, who continues to
cut—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Kinew: —emergency rooms in each of their
communities.

But they're asking about contracts, and, again,
the Premier will not tell us how much money is
being paid for these contracts.

But perhaps he can answer the question that I've
already posed, Madam Speaker: What guarantee did
this Premier get that these water bombers will be
there to fire—fight forest fires even when it's not
profitable do so?

Mr. Pallister: Request for proposal's been available
and the member could have read it any time, Madam
Speaker, but he didn't bother.

The fact is that we retain ownership of the
planes. The companies that are bidding are
bidding to utilize the service and provide the service.
We retain ownership of the planes. The contract,
well-worded as it is, Madam Speaker, will ensure
Manitobans they get better fire suppression, faster
response times, superior aircraft maintenance
programs.

Madam Speaker, the member needs to go and
have a look, have a read and maybe understand how
a contract works and how a tendering system works,
because Manitobans understand.

When they shop, Manitobans shop for value.
When this government takes money from
Manitobans, it shops for value too, Madam Speaker.
[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

B & L Foster Care Agency
Number of Children in Care

Mrs. Bernadette Smith (Point Douglas): Families
of kids in care deserve to know that their children a