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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Madam Speaker: Good afternoon,

Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

Madam Speaker: Introduction of bills? Committee
reports?

everybody.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Scott Fielding (Minister of Families): I'm
tabling a response to a written question about the
honourable—from the member from Assiniboia.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Madam Speaker: The honourable Minister of
Justice, and | would indicate that the required
90 minutes notice prior to routine proceedings was
provided in accordance with our rule 26(2).

Would the honourable minister please proceed
with her statement.

Condolences for Toronto Van Attack Victims

Hon. Heather Stefanson (Deputy Premier): | rise
to express the sadness and shock that all Manitobans
feel today as we contemplate the senseless tragedy
that occurred yesterday in Toronto.

There are many unanswered questions, and we
will all learn more in the coming days about the
circumstances and motivation behind this heinous
and cowardly act. Our thoughts today are with all of
those affected by this terrible incident in what is one
of the worst such attacks in the history of Toronto.

I want to thank the first responders who
demonstrated incredible courage and resolve in
coming to the aid of the injured. | also want to
thank the medical professionals throughout Toronto
and especially those caring for victims at
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, North York
General Hospital and St. Michael's Hospital, who
have done and will continue to do everything they
can to help the injured. And | want to thank the
Toronto Police Service, who conducted themselves
with professionalism, with courage and dedication in
the face of this horrific attack.

By now, many of us have seen the video of
the brave Toronto police officer who arrested the

suspect, managing an extremely dangerous situation
with confidence and courage. The actions of this
officer no doubt saved lives and prevented further
injuries.

Yonge Street is a free and vibrant street
brimming with life, like countless streets in cities
across this great country of ours. This tragedy is a
reminder to us all that we must remain forever
vigilant to ensure the safety and also the freedom of
the citizens who go about their lives on those streets.

Madam Speaker, | know that all members of this
House and all Manitobans join me in sending our
thoughts and prayers to the victims and their
grieving, heartbroken loved ones today.

Madam Speaker, | ask for leave of the House to
observe a moment of silence once my colleagues
have finished their statements.

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Today our hearts and minds are with
Toronto. We send our condolences to the friends and
families of the 10 individuals who lost their lives
yesterday and the 13 who were injured by the attack.

| ask for healing to all those affected and | pray
for a good and speedy recovery for everyone who
was injured. This was a tragic event and there is no
justification for the murder of innocents.

We all have a connection to Toronto. It's perhaps
the unofficial capital of our country. Like many
Manitobans, | have friends and relatives in the GTA
and my first thoughts yesterday were about them. |
found out one of those friends was in the immediate
vicinity of the incident, and though we later found
out that they were okay, it really helped to
underscore the severity of the loss of everyone else
who was affected yesterday.

Now, not everyone who was hurt in the
attack has been identified, but we can be sure that
they were all loved, that they all had family, friends
and relatives who will mourn them, that they had
dreams and aspirations, things that they wanted to
accomplish with their time here on earth. And that
has been taken from not just them, but it's been taken
from all of us. It's really sad beyond words.

Yet, in the midst of this horror yesterday, we
saw glimmers of our country's strength. In that
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Toronto police officer, we saw the discipline, the
calmness, the resoluteness that signifies our people
in uniform, but also the strength of our country's
character. In the first responders, we saw the
selflessness and, indeed, were reminded once again
that health care is an act of love. And maybe there
was even a little cosmic justice in seeing the Leafs
pick up a victory on a day that their city had suffered
so much.

We must all stand together to ensure that the best
of us wins out in these times of loss, but | say,
Madam Speaker, today we are all Toronto strong.

Ms. Judy Klassen (Kewatinook): Madam Speaker,
I ask for leave to respond to the ministerial
statement.

Madam Speaker: Does the member have leave to
respond to the statement? [Agreed]

Ms. Klassen: It's times like this that we as
Canadians show the world who we are.

I have been personally blessed to carry seven
lives; six made it to childbirth. My tiny O-Chi Chak
went straight into my grandparents' arms. No matter
your child's age, each is a treasured person.

A heinous act was committed in Toronto. Ten
precious lives were lost and 15 people injured. Those
poor mothers, my heart goes out to them. Whole
families and communities will never be the same.

That outpouring of support for the families and
victims reminds us that we as Canadians are not
alone in our grief.

We saw the pictures of countless people who
rushed in to help the victims. The video of the officer
who faced down the suspect and arrested him
peacefully—l want that kind of cop on my streets,
cops like our band constables, whose instincts are
never to take another life.

We thank the hospital staff, the police, the
paramedics, firefighters, all the people who came to
help and those who help with the healing. I'd like to
thank that cop who didn't shoot.

Today, we send our thoughts and prayers to the
families and communities affected by this tragedy,
and we must all work together to ensure a signal to
the world: that tolerance that we as Canadians are
known for.

We must all signal that we will love and respect
each other in this difficult time.

Miigwech, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: Is there leave for a moment of
silence? [Agreed]

Please rise.
A moment of silence was observed.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Recognizing Emergency Operators
and Dispatchers

Mr. Shannon Martin (Morris): Madam Speaker,
whenever any of us encounters an emergency,
whether it be a fire, a police incident or a health
situation, we intuitively dial 911 confident that the
appropriate services will be dispatched, and we
witnessed that first-hand as we watched the tragic
events in Toronto unfold yesterday.

Of course, when that police officer, firefighter or
paramedic arrives and does their job to the best of
their ability, in many instances resulting in saved
lives, we often thank them. We will tell our family
and friends about how the firefighters got the blaze
under control and saved the house, how the RCMP
apprehended the suspect or how the paramedic
stabilized the patient.

We speak of them as heroes, and rightly so.
However, we too often overlook a key part of that
chain of communication professionals that led to the
successful outcome: the emergency call takers and
dispatchers who each and every day ensure the
health and safety of Manitobans.

Madam Speaker, April 8th to 14th was
national public safety telecommunications week. We
honour the commitment and professionalism of
our 911 emergency operators and dispatchers and
recognize the very important service they provide to
public safety and health in their communities.

Citizens and visitors to our province, as
well as emergency service personnel, including
paramedics, police, firefighters and community first
responders, trust and rely on the professionalism of
telecommunication operators to help them during
emergencies. These professionals manage hundreds
of thousands of calls for help every year during times
of distress and emergency situations that can be
extreme, and they do this with the utmost grace, care
and compassion.

All public safety telecommunications officers
deserve recognition for what they do each and every
day.
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* (13:40)

So, Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to rise
and join me in belatedly recognizing and celebrating
the important work of our telecommunications staff
during National Public Safety Telecommunicators
Week.

We're joined today by Eric Glass of the
Manitoba Paramedic Association.

Thank you.
Good Neighbours Active Living Centre

Mr. Matt Wiebe (Concordia): For almost 25 years
Good Neighbours Active Living Centre has been a
vital part of our community, providing important
support and social opportunities for seniors
throughout northeast Winnipeg in order to stay
healthy, active and connected to their community.

For only $1 per class, members of Good
Neighbours have access to a variety of presentations,
workshops, fitness and educational classes, as well as
outings that create a true social hub that is essential
to keeping bodies and minds active and healthy.

The non-profit recreational centre also offers
a casual gathering place at the volunteer-run
HobNobs Café and bookstore, which provide social
opportunities to meet new and old friends alike,
helping positively influence seniors' quality of life.

Just as important as the recreation, the centre
provides important services such as health
consultations, foot care and counselling. They also
ensure seniors are kept busy with their Home
Maintenance Program. Seniors interested in earning
supplement income are connected with others who
need services such as lawn care, helping both of
them maintain their independence.

Overall, the centre reliess on more than
250 current volunteers to maintain its operations, and
the work of these dedicated volunteers and board
members has ensured the centre's growth and
success.

Good Neighbours members also host three
community teas a year, with their delicious
fancy sandwiches and dainties being well known by
many members of this House. They are a great
opportunity for residents, businesses and government
representatives to come together and engage with
seniors to learn more about the vital services the
centre provides.

On May 3rd | look forward to attending this
year's annual fundraising dinner, which will be an
anniversary celebration of 25 years of enhancing
lives of seniors and connecting our community.

I ask that all members of this House join me
in congratulating and thanking Good Neighbours
Active Living Centre on 25 great years of serving
seniors in northeast Winnipeg and to wish them all
the best as they look forward to the next 25 and
beyond.

Colonel Andy Cook

Mr. Scott Johnston (St. James): It is my honour
today to pay tribute to Colonel Andy Cook,
commander of 17 Wing in Winnipeg.

Since becoming an MLA I've had the privilege
of spending a significant amount of time with the
men and women of our Canadian Armed Forces and
their commander.

Colonel Cook is a veteran of the Afghan
conflict and was deployed three times to theatre,
twice as a C-130 tactical aircraft commander. He
flew missions to insert Dutch troops into forward
operating locations. His third deployment was as a
commanding officer to support a hub in the United
Arab Emirates. Other flying tours included—excuse
me—assignment to an air-to-air refuelling pilot; team
co-ordinator of the RCAF Snowbirds; commanding
officer of 437 Squadron on the Airbus 310,
transporting such dignitaries as the Prince of Wales,
Duke of Cambridge, Governor General and our
Prime Minister.

Colonel Cook's fondness for Winnipeg and the
men and women he commands has created an
unprecedented environment for co-operation and
communication with this government and the City of
Winnipeg.

Recently, Colonel Cook represented the
Canadian Armed Forces with the federal Minister of
National Defence and Treaty 1 First Nations chiefs
in the ceremonies charting the future of the Kapyong
Barracks site.

On behalf of myself and the Manitoba military
envoy, the member from St. Norbert, it is an honour
to rise here today and wish a fond farewell
to 17 Wing Winnipeg commander, Colonel Andy
Cook, as he and his lovely wife Tracy prepare to
move to Ottawa.

Please join me in wishing Colonel Cook and his
wife Tracy well in their Ottawa posting.
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Women in Politics

Ms. Cindy Lamoureux (Burrows): Today | rise in
excitement as it marks a major milestone in
Manitoba's political history. This Thursday marks the
30th anniversary since a great role model of mine,
the Honourable Sharon Carstairs, formed official
opposition. This is exceptionally noteworthy because
she was the first female leader of any opposition
party in Canadian history.

Manitobans know that we need women in
politics, and Ms. Carstairs is one of the many women
who debated in these Chambers and broke down
barriers for women. Look how much has changed,
and look how much we should be grateful for. Today
I have the honour of standing in this Chamber with
14 strong, courageous, dedicated female MLAs, and
we are a force to be reckoned with.

Women in politics still have many barriers to
break down. We still have to fight the good fight,
because even in 2018, we face remarkable levels of
inequality. But if we continue to rally, continue to
speak up and, most of all, continue to stand together,
we will continue to accomplish great things.

In closing, | would like to take this moment to
recognize the Honourable Sharon Carstairs, a pioneer
in women's politics. | look forward to celebrating
her this Thursday as we kick off our St. Boniface
by-election.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Steinbach Pistons

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Health,
Seniors and Active Living): Madam Speaker, it is
my pleasure to welcome to the Manitoba Legislature
today members of the 2017-2018 Manitoba Junior
Hockey League champion Steinbach Pistons. And
they brought along with them a special guest, the
Turnbull Cup.

After another incredible regular season finishing
tops in the Manitoba Junior Hockey League, the
Pistons were a dominant force in the playoffs,
defeating the Swan Valley Stampeders, the Winnipeg
Blues and in the finals, the Virden Oil Capitals.

Canadians across our country have united in our
hearts with junior hockey players since the tragedy
involving the Humboldt Broncos. The Pistons will
go on to play the champions of the Saskatchewan
Junior Hockey League, which will be decided
tonight, for the ANAVET Cup. That series will no

doubt bring with it a new level of emotion added to
all the emotion that's been experienced so far.

And | want to pay a special tribute to all of the
coaches and the staff who've walked alongside these
young players, not only in the past few days, but
especially the past few days. Paul Dyck, the coach of
the Pistons, is an example of one of those mentors.
Drafted by the Pittsburgh Penguins in 1991, Paul is
not just a hockey leader as the coach and general
manager of the Pistons, he's a leader in life for the
young players on the Pistons. He knows his role isn't
just to produce good hockey players, but also to
produce good citizens and community leaders, and
we are proud to call Paul one of Steinbach's own.

Madam Speaker, as the Steinbach Pistons go on
to compete against the Saskatchewan champions, we
of course cheer for our hometown team and for our
home province, but we will also remember that there
are things that are bigger than the game and they are
greater than ourselves.

And all of us in the Legislature want the Pistons
to know, along with every junior hockey player in
Manitoba and Canada, that we are cheering them on,
not just as players, but as the fine young people that
they are.

Go Pistons, go.
Introduction of Guests

Madam Speaker: Prior to oral questions, | would
like to draw the attention of all honourable
members to the Speaker's Gallery where we have
with us today from the Steinbach Pistons Junior A
Hockey Club: Paul Dyck, Graham Pollock, Braden
Purtill, Darby Gula, Will Koop, Mark Taraschuk,
Drew Worrad, Bradley Schoonbaert, who are guests
of the honourable Minister of Health, Seniors and
Active Living.

On behalf of all honourable members here, we
welcome all of you to the Manitoba Legislature and
thank you for bringing the cup.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Changes to Health-Care Services
Impact on Emergency Departments

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Well, | hope you're saying those same
words to the Jets in a few weeks' time.

* (13:50)
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Pressure is growing on the emergency room
at St. Boniface and the Premier's (Mr. Pallister)
cuts are making it worse. You know, we're hearing
stories of patients not getting the care that they need.
Their families are worried. You know, we're hearing
reports of nurses being forced to work so much,
so much overtime—front-line workers, they're being
stressed; they're still confused.

We heard yesterday that some 14 per cent at
Concordia and 19 per cent of nursing positions are
vacant at Seven Oaks. So it seems that the Premier
really is in a rush to close those emergency rooms,
keeping those nursing positions empty.

If the Premier does proceed with that misguided
plan it's going to throw St. Boniface's ER into chaos.

Will the Premier instead stop with his misguided
plan to close the emergency rooms and instead invest
in real health care for Manitoba families?

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Health,
Seniors and Active Living): Well, Madam Speaker,
the only one who is confused is the Leader of the
Official Opposition.

In fact, there is a record level of investment in
health care this year than there ever was under the
NDP. More than a half a billion dollars more is being
invested into health care in Manitoba than under the
former government.

In fact, the changes that are happening within the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority already proving
results. Not only do we have less people waiting
to get into personal-care homes than ever before
under the NDP, but wait times are going down by
17 per cent since the transformation began.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Kinew: Madam Speaker, the numbers show that
wait times are actually increasing since this Premier
started closing emergency rooms and urgent-care
centres—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Kinew: Again, the wait times are up since
October. October is when they started closing the
Misericordia urgent care and the ER at Victoria
General.

Now, when we saw a massive lineup of
ambulances at St. Boniface Hospital, the Premier
blamed the flu. When there was a massive increase
of mandatory overtime at the same hospital with

nurses, the Premier again blamed the flu. When the
wait times increased across the city at emergency
rooms since they started their closures, again, the
Premier blamed the flu.

But patients and nurses have a different
diagnosis. They say that the cause is this misguided
plan to close emergency departments in Winnipeg.
The damage being done will take a generation to
repair.

Instead, will the Premier back off his plan to
close emergency departments all across Winnipeg?

Mr. Goertzen: Madam Speaker, the Leader of the
Opposition, when he's looking at that wait-times
chart he clearly has it upside down. Because what-if
he would look at it objectively and the way it's been
presented, the wait times have been going down
since the transformation. There's a year-over-year
decrease of 17 per cent in wait times in emergency
rooms in Winnipeg.

Now, when it comes to the challenges that are—
happen in our emergency rooms over the last many
years, record long wait times, some of the longest
wait times in all of Canada, people were waiting
a hundredth of thousands of hours collectively in
Winnipeg to get care.

We don't blame the flu; we don't blame the staff.
For that, we blame the NDP, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Kinew: The Premier is in such a rush to close
emergency rooms here in Winnipeg that he forgets
that he can make the situation worse, and that is
what's happening; that's what the numbers say, in
spite of the protestations of the Minister of Health.

Again, the experts have told them to back off
this plan, the plan to close Concordia and Seven
Oaks emergency rooms, yet the number of nursing
positions vacant seem to suggest that they're
proceeding full steam ahead with this plan that's not
only going to affect Concordia and Seven Oaks and
the communities that they serve, but it's also going to
have a huge impact on St. Boniface Hospital. Again,
all those tens of thousands of emergency room
patients are going to be diverted to St. Boniface
Hospital, and the resources at St. Boniface are not
going to be enough to accommodate that influx. It is
going only to add to the confusion; it's going to add
to the chaos in the system.
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Will the Premier (Mr. Pallister) instead back off
and cancel his plan to close emergency departments
in Winnipeg?

Mr. Goertzen: The Leader of the Opposition can
defend the status quo all that he wants, but what he is
defending is the system that produced the worst wait
times in all of Canada, Madam Speaker. Nowhere in
Canada did people wait longer than they did in
Winnipeg. That's the status—or that's the system that
he wants to keep going. He doesn't want to change
that.

He ignores the fact that there are investments
happening at the Grace emergency room. | had a
wonderful tour of the newly expanded Grace ER
yesterday. They-open about a month. It'll serve
Winnipeg and others well, I believe.

There are also new investments going into
St. Boniface. The tender was awarded, | believe,
just a little while ago, on the new expansion
that's happening at the St. Boniface ER. Those are
investments that he voted against.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a new question.

Bureau de I'éducation francaise
Assistant Deputy Minister Position

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Merci, Madame la Présidente. Jai eu
le grand plaisir ce weekend dernier d'aller a une
rencontre, une réunion pour I'éducation—pour I'avenir
de I'éducation francaise ici au Manitoba. C'était trés
inspirant de regarder la passion des parents, puis des
enseignants qui étaient présents la-bas.

Translation

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Last weekend, | had
the great pleasure of attending a meeting, a forum
on education—on the future of French language
education here in Manitoba. It was very inspiring to
see the passion of the parents and teachers who
participated in the event.

English

But it was also a difficult meeting, Madam
Speaker. The Premier and his ministers last year
decided without warning to eliminate the position of
the assistant deputy minister in charge of Bureau de
I'éducation francaise. That is going to have a huge
impact on French education from now and going
forward into the future in our province. It affects not

only the Francophone community, but it also affects
French immersion in our province.

Will the Premier reverse his cut to
French language education and instead restore the
ADM position for Bureau de I'éducation frangaise?

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | thank the member for the question.

| certainly was privileged to be there on
Saturday as part of the consultation process we're
having with the Franco-Manitoban community, one
of many consultations we have had with them in the
last few months, looking to expand the services that
we're offering in French here in Manitoba, not only
from the traditional K-to-12 system, but to include
more opportunities in trades and training, and also in
the post-secondary system. | don't know why the
member is always against progress.

Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Kinew: | don't think many members of the
Franco-Manitoban community will find it reassuring
that the minister calls eliminating the position of
the person who advocates for the future of their
community is progress. Now, | know that, because
everyone who was present at this meeting on the
weekend said it was a bad move to eliminate the
ADM position for BEF.

Also, Canadian Parents for French, they
consulted a survey amongst their membership and do
you know what the result was, Madam Speaker?
One hundred per cent of the survey respondents
said it was a mistake to eliminate the ADM position
for BEF. Thought of in another way, it means zero
per cent of Parents for French are on board with this
government's plans.

Will the Premier instead reverse this cut to
French language education and restore the ADM
position for Bureau de I'éducation frangaise?

Mr. Wishart: | thank the member for the question.

We're certainly working constructively with
the French community and consulting with them on
the needs of the French community. It's results that
actually count in-when it comes to education, and
French immersion has been a growth area for
the Department of Education, and we're looking
for opportunities for those same students past the
K-to-12 system. | think the member should get on
board with that.
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Madam Speaker: The honourable Leader of the
Official Opposition, on a final supplementary.

Education System Funding
Student-Teacher Ratios

Mr. Wab Kinew (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Well, we can see the results of
the Premier's (Mr. Pallister) plan for education.
Enrolment is going up and yet support in real dollars
is going down, Madam Speaker. We know that the
Premier's de facto cuts to education funding are
costing school divisions millions, and the impact is
that the ratio between students to teachers is going

up.

Show me one parent in Manitoba who wants
their child to have less one-on-one time with their
teacher. It can't be done, Madam Speaker. There are
no—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Kinew: —parents who want their child to have
less one-on-one time with a teacher. Again, the
FRAME report numbers back this up. They say the
ratio of students to teachers is going up and it's a
direct result of this government's real-dollar cut to
education funding in Manitoba.

Will the Premier instead reverse his planned cuts
in this year's budget and commit to real investments
that will keep class sizes down for elementary school
students?

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | appreciate the opportunity to reflect
on what's been happening in education here in
Manitoba.

* (14:00)

When the previous government was in place, we
went from No. 5 in Canada to dead last in terms of
outcomes on literacy and numeracy. I'm pretty sure
Manitoba parents are not happy with those kind of
results. [interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order. Order.

The honourable Minister of Education-the
honourable member for Concordia.

Education System
Class Size Concerns

Mr. Matt Wiebe (Concordia): Parents have been
very clear with this government. They've been telling
us they want more one-on-one time for their
children with the teachers. And that's not just good—

that's not just common sense, that's also a proven
strategy to improve outcomes. When a child has
more one-on-one time with a well-trained and
well-supported teacher, small class sizes can make a
real difference. [interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wiebe: Unfortunately, after three consecutive
Conservative budgets, enrolment is increasing but
the funding isn't keeping up. The results are that
class sizes are getting bigger.

Why is this Pallister government increasing class
sizes for our young students?

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | thank the member for the question.

We have certainly worked with the education
leadership in this province to make sure that more
flexibility has been given to them to address the
needs in their class size-or in their classes when it
comes to literacy and numeracy.

As | reflected on in my previous question, we
are not happy with the outcomes that have been in
place with the previous government. We look for
opportunities to improve, which is why we had a
province-wide consultation in January on literacy
and numeracy, and we are looking forward to
bringing forward some recommendations to get
Manitoba students better results.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Wiebe: Madam Speaker, the numbers don't lie.
There's 3,900 more children in Manitoba schools
since 2015-16, and yet the Pallister government's
funding for education isn't keeping up with that
growing enrolment, let alone with the rate of
inflation. And the results are obvious to everyone,
maybe except this government. School divisions
across this province are making those tough choices
to cut teaching positions, and the class sizes are

going up.

Why is this Pallister government increasing class
sizes for our young students?

Mr. Wishart: I-certainly entertained a little bit by
the member's line of questioning. He wants to talk
about class size and that seems to be his only focus,
and, frankly, Manitoba-the teachers and students and
parents are interested in results. And we haven't seen
any improvements in results.
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And when he wants to talk about class sizes,
certainly building seven schools will increase the
number of classes.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Wiebe: Class sizes make a difference and this
minister knows that. And how do | know he knows
that? Because it was his government, when they
were in opposition, said that small class sizes can
improve educational outcomes for young students.
They went around in the election and talked about
the importance of the small class size initiative.
Then, when they get into power, what do they do?
They cut positions for teachers. They cut positions
for educational assistants. They cut positions
for support staff. They're putting more and more
pressures on our school divisions—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wiebe: —and giving no new resources. It's clear,
Madam Speaker, that education is not the priority of
this government.

When will they stand up and stand up for the
small class sizes throughout this province?

Madam Speaker: | am having increasing
difficulty hearing, and | would ask for everybody's
co-operation, please, that when somebody is on their
feet that all members listen intently to the questions
and answers so that we can ensure that that person is
properly heard.

Mr. Wishart:
question.

I do thank the member for the

We certainly do priorize education here in
Manitoba. That is why we are spending $50 million
more on education in Manitoba than the previous
government ever did. So, Madam Speaker, we're
interested in not only getting better results for
Manitoba students, but a better outcome for
Manitoba students. And we are looking at how we
can work together across the whole education system
to get Manitoba students better opportunities now
and in the future.

Addiction Treatment Services
Request to Release VIRGO Report

Mr. Andrew Swan (Minto): Madam Speaker,
Manitoba's deepening addictions crisis is hurting
thousands of families. These families come from all
walks of life, from every corner of the province. We
share the frustration and fear of watching their loved

ones become addicted to drugs like meth and
opioids, with no new treatment options available for
them.

Now, the Premier (Mr. Pallister) said he won't
make investments and he said that's because not
as many people are dying here yet as in British
Columbia.

Will the Minister of Health release the VIRGO
report today and do something to take action on
addictions?

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Health,
Seniors and Active Living): You know, Madam
Speaker, I'd like to think my friend from Minto is
better than the question that he just asked. All of us
have been touched by addictions in some way. All of
us know that that we need to continue to work to
provide treatment options for those who are dealing
with addictions in our community.

There's been additional resources provided to
the Health Sciences Centre. There's been additional
resources provided to the Addictions Foundation of
Manitoba. There's been new treatment opened up
in Thompson. Madam Speaker, there's been new
front-line treatment when it comes to opiates that's
provided.

So a number of different things have been done.
There'll be more things that'll be done coming out of
the VIRGO report. | hope that my friend from Minto
won't try to make politics, which is what-with a very
difficult situation, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Minto, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Swan: Well, it was the Premier who said, this
isn't Granville; we've not had the incidences of tragic
overdoses. I-once again the Premier's own words
appear to be a great problem for this minister and the
other members of that caucus.

Every day more and more Manitobans are
becoming addicted to methamphetamine and opioids.
A provincial budget has now come and gone without
any new initiatives, and there's no evidence of any
use of a single dollar of the new federal money for
treatment of addictions and mental health. And the
only excuse this minister gave yesterday is he can't
seem to get his expert on a plane to come here for
media availability.

Manitoba families want solutions.
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Will this minister release the VIRGO report
today?

Mr. Goertzen: Madam Speaker, Suboxone is being
used a front-line treatment; wasn't done previously.
There is new resources available in HSC that weren't
there before. There's new resources available with
AFM that weren't there before. There's a new facility
in Thompson that wasn't there before.

We will have the expert who wrote the VIRGO
report come to speak to the report, and we'll release
it. I know that's a difficult issue for the member to
deal with because they didn't release reports when
they were in government.

We're looking at it, the department is, the
recommendations now. We will have Dr. Rush come
and speak to it, and we will take action on the report,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Minto, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Swan: Well, Hansard is a wonderful thing, and
yesterday this minister stood in his place and said he
couldn't release the VIRGO report because he
couldn't get his expert here.

This minister is going to hide until the very last
day of session before he releases this report and he
knows, because he doesn't want to be accountable to
answer questions about his government's failure to
take any measures over the past two years to deal
with the growing tide of meth and opioid addictions
in the province of Manitoba.

Members of his caucus may not take it seriously,
but we do.

Will this minister release the VIRGO report
today and allow us to chart a path to deal with a very
serious issue in this province?

Mr. Goertzen: Madam Speaker, as much as | like
the member for Minto, if he thinks that the only way
government or I'm held accountable are by the
questions that he raises in the House, he gives
himself far too much credit.

We are working all the time, Madam Speaker, to
look at different ways to help those who are dealing
with addictions. That's why we listened to them
when they said they wanted Suboxone as a front-line
treatment. That's why there were additional resources
added at HSC, at AFM and in Thompson. There are
more things that we're going to do.

He can review Hansard. As | said yesterday
in Hansard, the department is looking at the
recommendations coming from the VIRGO report. It
will be released. It'll be released before the end of
session, and he can ask all the questions he wants,
but I'm driven to make the situation better, not to
listen to the questions by the member for Minto.

* (14:10)

Need for Child-Care Spaces
Request for Government Investment

Mrs. Bernadette Smith (Point Douglas): February
reports show that nearly 10,000 children need child
care within the next three months. Ten thousand
families are facing the end of their parental leave
without a plan in place. For families without
grandparents or friends or family to help them, this
could mean more time off of work or possibly losing
their job.

In the face of this emergency, this minister has
committed less than 300 spaces for the whole
province this year. This is not a solution.

Will the minister immediately start building
spaces for these families?

Hon. Scott Fielding (Minister of Families): Our
government recently made a historical investment
with the federal government, over $47 million of
new money for child care. We think it's extremely
important to work with the federal government, work
with communities to develop child-care spaces and
that's exactly what we're doing.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for Point
Douglas, on a supplementary question.

Mrs. Smith: If the Province would only match those
dollars it'd make a huge difference in this province.

For more than a year the minister failed to
announce new child-care spaces for families. When
he finally did, barely 2 per cent of this 17,000-person
wait list. Without affordable child care young parents
can be faced with hard choices. One parent may have
to give up their job, which will put them in poverty,
meaning less income to bring home. For single
mothers it could be nearly impossible.

Will the minister support our families and
commit to getting them the child-care spaces that are
needed?

Mr. Fielding: Our government is investing more
money in child care than any time in the province's
history. That's important investments. We recently
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made a commitment over 1,200 new spaces
that could be created, 20 new community and
school-based projects that are out there. We think
that's an important investment. We encourage the
NDP to get on board so we can fix the mess that was
left by them.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for Point
Douglas, on a final supplementary.

Mrs. Smith: Madam Speaker, 300 spaces this year is
not going to make a difference for 17,000 parents
waiting on that list. The minister is missing an
opportunity to promote Manitoba—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mrs. Smith: —and encourage young families to settle
down right here in our province. With some of the
most affordable daycare rates in the country, our
province was attracting new parents to the province
of Manitoba, but now these parents can't even get a
spot. They have to start looking at other provinces
where rates are higher, but there are less spots
available because of this minister's inaction.

Will he make child care a priority before it's too
late?

Mr. Fielding: Well, our government has made child
care a priority. We put our money where our mouth
is: over $47 million of more investments in the
child-care sector.

We know what the NDP did when they were
in government. They took an ideological approach
to child care where they reduced number of
home-based spots by over 29 percent. That is
completely unacceptable.

I think if you ask people within the Chamber,
in terms of their approaches, we know that over
20 projects were there. If you ask the member from
Riding Mountain, he'll say that there's been
important investments in child care. 1 think if you
ask the member from St. James, he'll tell you there's
been important investments in Assiniboine.

These are the—these are some of the projects,
these are some of the investments that we will
continue to make as government to fix the broken
system that was left by the NDP.

Health-Care Services
Federal Funding

Ms. Judy Klassen (Kewatinook): Day after day this
government blames everyone but themselves for
their decisions. This NDPC team blames the federal

government for cutting health-care funding. It was
the feds; it was the Harper government in 2007 that
fundamentally changed health funding in Canada to
a per capita basis, ignoring the extra costs that
a province like Manitoba faces because of people
living in northern and rural areas as well as in
poverty.

Was the Premier (Mr. Pallister) fighting for his
Manitoba team then? No. As an MP he voted for that
change.

Will the Premier admit to not standing up for
Manitobans in 20077

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Health,
Seniors and Active Living): | do appreciate the
member raising the inadequate funding from the
federal government.

She will know, I'm sure, she'll remember that it
was the Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, during the
election campaign, the federal election campaign,
who campaigned-he sent a letter to all the premiers
and said if I'm elected as Prime Minister, one of the
first things I'm going to do is to convene all the
premiers from across Canada together to talk about
how we can properly fund health care in Canada.
We're going to have a real discussion right across
Canada.

We're still waiting for that meeting. It never
happened. If she wants to blame Stephen Harper for
the promise of Justin Trudeau, she's got a long way
to go on that discussion, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Kewatinook, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Klassen: As Manitoba Liberals we are very
pleased that the feds have increased funding to
Manitoba to about $434 million now in the last three
years.

Does the Premier remember when the Harper
Conservatives decided to cut the funding formula
to provinces from 6 per cent to 3 percent? The
Premier and his NDPC team would have Manitobans
believe that this was our current government-Liberal
government that made this change, but it was the
Premier's former caucus colleague Jim Flaherty.

Can the Premier set the record straight: Will he
admit he now wants to reverse all these federal
health-care cuts he supported and voted for?



April 24, 2018

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

1735

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister of Finance):
Madam Speaker, | thank the member for the
question.

That member should remember that the
Parliamentary Budget Officer just released a report a
number of weeks ago saying exactly that the federal
government will have increasing fiscal capacity to
address the real gap in health care that they are not
addressing. Now, the Parliamentary Budget Officer
takes the side of Manitoba and says the federal
government could be doing more. Instead, the federal
government has chosen to do less.

That member, if she asks these questions, should
pay attention to facts like that and others and make
sure she has her facts straight.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Kewatinook, on a final supplementary.

Ms. Klassen: Madam Speaker, as a caucus we did
meet with the Finance Minister and we told him that
we believe that the federal government should play a
strong role in funding health care. Since the Premier
(Mr. Pallister) has a reputation for not partaking in
meetings, perhaps he does not want to meet with our
provincial Finance Minister either.

My staff put together a chart of total federal
funding that | will table. It's nicely colour-coded
for those members: under the federal Liberals,
funding goes up; and Conservatives—and under
Conservatives, it flatlines.

Is the—if the Premier is opposed to a smaller role
for the federal government in health care, why did he
vote for it in 2007?

Mr. Friesen: Well, that member should understand
how the health-care transfers are calculated. She
understands that that health-care transfer is done on
the basis of a three-year rolling average of nominal
federal GDP and she knows that this year the GDP is
higher. She also knows that every economist in the
Western world is saying that all jurisdictions should
get ready for slower growth, which means with it
will come less of a transfer to Manitoba and less of a
transfer to the other provinces.

If that member really wants to advocate for more
secure health care in Manitoba, she will begin by
contacting, getting on the phone with her federal
partners and advocating for a squarer deal for all the
jurisdictions and replace the $2.2 billion that the feds
cut to health care.

Municipal Governments
Workplace Harassment Policies

Mr. Jon Reyes (St. Norbert): Our PC government
has recognized there is much more work to be
done when it comes to protecting employees
in the workplace. After years of inaction—
years, Madam Speaker—from the previous NDP
government, our government has taken swift action
to address inappropriate behaviour and harassment in
the workplace by bringing in the no-wrong-door
approach.

Can the Minister of Municipal Relations inform
the House what measures are being taken at the
municipal level?

Hon. Jeff Wharton (Minister of Municipal
Relations): I'd like to thank the member from
St. Norbert for that question.

Our PC government has been very clear: all
employees, Madam Speaker, have the right to a
respectful workplace. We have taken considerable
steps in reducing workplace harassment and
we will build on this important initiative. Our
government is reviewing The Municipal Act to
identify opportunities to strengthen municipalities'
ability to enforce violations in their codes of
conduct and their culture of concealment. We will be
hosting round tables across the province with the
Association of Manitoba Municipalities and the
Manitoba Municipal Administrators' Association this
June and September to ensure that we can gather
information for potential new legislative changes.

*(14:20)
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Government Air Services
Request for Proposal Costs

Mr. Tom Lindsey (Flin Flon): | asked the minister
yesterday, who had received the RFP to privatize
government air services, and the minister would
not say who. We know the minister has trouble
answering questions regarding awarding of contracts,
but this should be pretty straightforward. It should be
easy to name which company will privatize an
essential health-care service Manitobans rely on.

Who has the minister awarded his RFP for
privatization to?

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister of Finance): |
thank the member for the question.
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The member seems to be asking an essential
question about whether governments should be
focused on trying to get better value for taxpayer
dollars. The answer | would have to that member is:
absolutely. And that is why this government is
engaged in taking a look at the government's overall
operations and saying, where are the opportunities to
be able to do better with taxpayer dollars? That
government never paid attention to those kind of
priorities. It will be the focus of this government.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for Flin
Flon, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Lindsey: The Minister of Finance can make up
whatever questions he wants while this government
refuses to answer the questions that are asked.

We know the RFP to privatize government air
services has been awarded. We wanted to know
if it was awarded to a Manitoba company, but
the minister is refusing to be open with Manitobans,
and the minister isn't telling rural and northern
Manitobans how much money they are wasting on
this exercise.

| asked yesterday and got no answer, so today |
will ask again: How much money is the government
spending on its RFP?

Mr. Friesen: So, Madam Speaker, let us clearly
understand that that member just said that when
a government goes to a tendered process in a
request-for-proposal manner or a quotation-based
estimate proposal, he's saying that is a waste of
money. Remember that that government is the
one that the Auditor General's office cited for
the inappropriate use of sole-source contracts,
untendered contracts. It was a—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Friesen: —litany of errors and, Madam Speaker,
our government will continue to get better value for
taxpayer dollars and a commitment to RFPs is part of
that commitment.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for Flin
Flon, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Lindsey: Once again this government is
refusing to answer simple questions.

Time and money wasted on an expression of
interest, time and money wasted on an RFP process,
all the while the government has starved Lifeflight of
training dollars, delayed needed investments. Lives
are at risk when Lifeflight is called. Water bombers

need to be there when there—an emergency. These
are essential services that must be delivered by the
public, not sold off to the highest bidder.

When will they shelve their plan to privatize
Lifeflight?

Mr. Friesen: The member is conflicted. He says
that these services must be delivered by the
public, but he clearly understands that other NDP
governments in Canada take a different approach.
Some use government air services; some use a
hybrid; some use private sector.

What is important is the provision of services
that will be adequate and sufficient for the
communities and the individuals and the publics that
they serve.

However, let us understand that the member's
basic question is completely inappropriate. 1 could
not comment on an RFP process if it wasn't-if it was
not concluded, and he should not be asking such a
question and he should know better.

Madam Speaker: Order.

International Students
Health-Care Coverage

Ms. Flor Marcelino (Logan): The Pallister
government is  undermining  post-secondary
institutions. Their cuts to programs for international
students are going to make things worse.
International students contribute over $400 million a
year to our economy and help keep tuition affordable
for domestic students. The minister doesn't see those
benefits and he has cut health-care coverage for
international students.

Why is the minister making it harder for
Manitoba to attract international students?

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | thank the member for the question.

We certainly want to work with post-secondary
institutions and even some of the K-to-12 that have
international students as part of the system. That's
why we have worked with the—or the association
representing institutions that work with international
students across the province of Manitoba, and we are
working with them very constructively to make sure
that there are programs in place to make sure that no
international student comes to Manitoba and does not
have access to health coverage.



April 24, 2018

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

1737

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Logan, on a final-or, sorry, on a supplementary
question.

Ms. Marcelino: The minister's International
Education website, as well as the many pages of
promotional materials available there, still maintain
that international students are eligible for Manitoba
health coverage. It's concerning that the government
may be misleading potential students. But worse yet,
it is that, because their promotional material is out of
date, the Pallister government has not-is not being
honest with prospective international students.

I wish to table just one of the many pages
in their website that could potentially mislead
thousands of international students.

Why is—there's still-
Madam Speaker: The member’s time has expired.

Mr. Wishart: We have worked with the Council
for International Education here in Manitoba to
make sure that they are aware and all of their
member associations are aware of this pending
change in health-care coverage in Manitoba. We're
very pleased to work with this group in a very
constructive manner, and we want Manitoba—the
number of international students that-to-that come
to Manitoba to increase in the future, as it has this
past year and in the past. [interjection]

Madam Speaker: | would ask for everybody's
co-operation, and | would ask the member for
Wolseley (Mr. Altemeyer) to please—I have stood in
this House a number of times already in the last
couple of days and there continues to be heckling
even after | am asking for everybody's co-operation.
And | don't think that's a very good example that
we're showing to everybody that watches this on
a daily basis, so | would urge everybody to please
co-operate.

The honourable member for Logan, on a final
supplementary.

Ms. Marcelino: International students are now
applying and considering their options for the fall.
These decisions are being made now, yet the
promotional material and the minister's website are
no longer accurate. Health coverage will not be
available.

Our concern is that potential students are being
misled, but even more concerning is the potential
that the minister is not promoting Manitoba at all.

Why is the minister undermining international
education in Manitoba?

Mr. Wishart: | thank the member for the question,
and as | said in my previous answer, we're working
very constructively with the association representing
post-secondary institutions that attempt to attract
international students to Manitoba, and we will be
pleased to continue working with them in the future.

We're also the government that put in a program
for Provincial Nominee Program, a special stream
for Manitoba students, after we cleaned up the mess
that they had left.

Film and Production Tax Credit
Formation of Working Group

Mr. Andrew Smith (Southdale): Budget 2018 is
putting Manitoba's economy on the road to recovery
and provides a solid plan for making Manitoba the
most improved province in all of Canada. Our
PC government is investing in priorities that support
a sustainable financial future across the province.

Yesterday, there was an announcement regarding
an important sector here in the province: the film and
video industry.

Can the Minister of Sport, Culture and Heritage
inform the House on this important development and
budget commitment?

* (14:30)

Hon. Cathy Cox (Minister of Sport, Culture and
Heritage): Well, I'd like to thank the member for
that excellent question.

And Dback in-when we introduced the
Budget 2018, the Minister of Finance (Mr. Friesen)
indicated that we were going to be forming a
working group, a working group made up of industry
experts to talk about the Manitoba Film and Video
Production Tax Credit.

The film industry is just booming out here. It's
an industry that's very excited about participating
in this working group and we know that we're going
to listen to them. They're going to evaluate the
effectiveness and the outcomes of the tax credit,
including the factors, which include return on
investment, and we'll work together to ensure that the
credit maximizes the industry's potential.

We're always looking for ways to innovate and
improve our tax credits and this is one of them,
Madam Speaker. We're going to listen to the industry
experts—
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Madam Speaker: The member’s time has expired.

I have a statement for the House. Oh, the time
for oral questions has expired.

Speaker’s Statement

Madam Speaker: | have a statement for the House.
It's a statement of clarification for the House.

On the afternoon of Tuesday, April 17th, 2018,
when the Deputy Speaker was putting the
question on second reading of Bill 18, The Child and
Family Services Amendment Act (Taking Care of
Our Children), an independent member requested
that the motion pass on division. At the time, the
Chair indicated that the member would require the
support of three other members to have the vote
recorded as carried on division.

Rule 14(10) indicates any member with the
support of three other members may request a
recorded division, but this rule does not apply to
requests for a vote to be recorded as being carried or
defeated on division. The Votes and Proceedings for
April 17th, 2018, have been revised to reflect the fact
that Bill 18 passed on division.

My apologies for any confusion this may have
created in the House and | thank all honourable
members for their attention to this matter.

PETITIONS
University of Winnipeg—Campus Safety

Mr. Andrew Swan (Minto): | wish to prese