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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God, from
Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom and know
it with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Good afternoon, everyone. Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
Mr. Speaker: Introduction of bills? No bills.
PETITIONS
Mr. Speaker: We'll move on to petitions.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase-
Effects on Manitoba Economy

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition to
the Legislative Assembly.

The background to this petition is as follows:

(1) The Premier of Manitoba is on the record
calling the idea of a hike in the PST ridiculous.

(2) Economists calculate that the PST hike has
cost the average family $437 more in taxes after only
six months.

(3) Seventy-five per cent of small businesses in
Manitoba agree that provincial taxes are
discouraging them from growing their businesses.

(4) The Canadian Restaurant and Foodservices
Association estimates that a 1 per cent increase in the
PST will result in a loss to the economy of
$42 million and threaten hundreds of jobs in that
sector.

(5) Partly due to the PST, overall taxes on new
investment in  Manitoba recently stood at
26.3 percent whereas the Alberta rate was
16.2 per cent and the Ontario rate was 17.9 per cent,
according to the Manitoba Chambers of Commerce.

(6) The Manitoba Chambers of Commerce are
concerned that the PST hike will make an already
uncompetitive tax framework even more unattractive
to job creators in the province.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

(1) To urge the provincial government to reverse
the job-killing PST increase.

And (2) to urge the provincial government to
restore the right of Manitobans to reject or approve
any increases to the PST through a referendum.

And this petition is signed by S. Froese,
L. Unrau, S. Klassen and many other fine
Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In keeping with our rule 132(6), when
petitions are read they are deemed to have been
received by the House.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—
Reversal and Referendum Rights

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

The Balanced Budget, Fiscal Management and
Taxpayer Accountability Act is a law that guarantees
Manitobans the right to vote on a referendum—either
approved or reject increases in the PST and other
taxes.

(2) Despite the fact that the right to vote
enshrined this legislation, the provincial government
hiked the PST to 8 per cent as of July the 1st, 2013.

(3) The Progressive Conservative Party of
Manitoba has asked the courts to rule on whether or
not the government broke the law failing to address
the referendum requirement before imposing the PST
tax increase on Manitoba families.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

(1) To urge the provincial government to reverse
the PST increase.
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(2) To urge the provincial government to restore
the right of Manitobans to vote in a referendum on
increases to the PST.

This petition is submitted on behalf of
A. van Solkema, D. Robb, C. Thomas and many
other fine Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: Any further petitions?

Seeing none, we'll move on to committee
reports?

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Ron Kostyshyn (Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development): I'm pleased to table
the following report: Manitoba Agriculture, Food
and Rural Development Supplementary Information
for Legislative Review for 2014-2015. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Any further tabling of reports?
ORAL QUESTIONS

Mr. Speaker: Seeing none, | have no guests to
introduce at this present time, so we'll move directly
to oral questions.

Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Program
Health Minister's Comments

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Parents shouldn't outlive their children,
Mr. Speaker, certainly not grandparents either, but
that's what happened at the Health Sciences Centre in
the early '90s. And an inquest was called. Extensive
research was done. Murray Sinclair led the inquest
over a three-year period. Thousands of pages of
research and documents were examined.

The Health Minister's unfortunate comments in
respect of that inquest, and in respect of her
accusations made, served no one here well. They're
thoughtless; they're thoughtless comments. They're
thoughtless to the caring people who work in
those facilities. They're thoughtless to—certainly
to members of other political parties. But they're
thoughtless most of all to the families who have
suffered enough and who buried-who have buried
their own children and who carried the burden of that
and will for the rest of their lives.

So I'd ask the Premier if he would make
comment on that.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
tragedy that occurred at the pediatric facility in the
1990s was truly a horrific tragedy that should never
occur again.

And one of the outcomes of that was a change in
the way we do business in the health-care system in
Manitoba, a move towards critical incident reporting
as standard practice, a process whereby any serious
event is investigated in an open way, and that there's
a culture of learning that comes out of that and a
culture of correcting errors that have been made so
that they won't occur again.

This was not the case before that. Before that,
these matters were not dealt with in an open and—
way that allowed for learning and growth to occur.

So the critical incident reporting culture that
we've now instilled in the health-care system and
which has been widely embraced was one of the
positive outcomes of that very serious tragedy, and
we have to be very vigilant to ensure that those kinds
of things don't happen again, and critical incident
reporting will help us do that, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Pallister: That was pathetic, Mr. Speaker, an
attempt to distract from the issue at hand, and the
issue is a false accusation of culpability placed by a
senior Cabinet minister on a previous government
that they were culpable in the deaths of children in
this province is not to be soft sold or dealt with in
that manner.

A question was given in Estimates about the age
of a helicopter, and a response was made that the
party that | represent was culpable in the deaths of
children in the province, and that's just wrong, Mr.
Speaker. That's just wrong, and it is pathetic, and it is
excessively partisan, and the Premier should know
that and the Premier should deal with that.

* (13:40)

So let me ask him, if that is his response, | have
to ask him: Does he truly have confidence in the
ability of his Health Minister to deal with the
massive and important areas of public policy she is
charged with?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the very important role
of the health-care system in this province is without
question. When it's 43 per cent of your budget and
there's thousands of Manitobans that count on it
every single day, and many decisions that are
made in the health-care system are life-and-death
decisions, and when one of those decisions results in
a tragedy, particularly with respect to children but for
anybody that loses their life in the health-care
system, we need to have a process that deals with
that.
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This minister, as well as previous ministers,
have been very forceful in insisting that the critical
incident reporting culture that we put in place and
the processes that we put in place will serve the
interests of Manitoba patients, Manitoba citizens,
by identifying what the issue was, having a way
of learning how to improve it, making sure that
it doesn't happen again. That is fundamentally
important. This minister supports that.

This is the first government in the history of
Manitoba that brought critical incident reporting into
public policy and made it a requirement of daily
operations in our health-care system. That was not
done prior to that, Mr. Speaker. We've—I do think the
minister is very supportive of that. | know she's very
supportive of that, and | know she will follow
through and ensure that it happens not only today but
in every incident that may occur in the future.

We do want to reduce the number of incidents—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The First Minister's
time has expired.

Mr. Pallister: Mr. Speaker, the 'pediac’ cardiac
surgery inquest report was the result of three years
of work and 50,000 pages of transcript evidence,
none of which found any culpability on the part of
the previous government whatsoever. Yet the
minister on the opposite side accuses the previous
government of being culpable in the death of babies
in our province.

And the Premier does nothing about it. The
Premier says he will do nothing about it, and he tries
to obfuscate and divert attention away from the real
issue. And the issue is when comments like that are
made by any of us and they reflect in a damning
way-and they do—on previous governments, they are
false comments not supported by 50,000 pages of
evidence, it is on the Premier that those comments
were made if he refuses to take action against those
comments.

And | give him the opportunity again to do so
today in this place and make sure that he does not
run away from his obligations to protect the integrity
of all who are here and all who have been here in the
past.

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, it's fundamentally
important how we respond to tragic incidents. The
members opposite had the opportunity to do
something about that with respect to critical
incidents; this government was the one that did. This
government took the direct action to ensure that

there's a culture of investigating incidents called
critical incidents, ensuring that we learn from that,
putting corrective measures in place within the
health-care system, including training and better
procedures, so that those things don't happen again.
This is the government that did that. This minister
supports that, will continue to support that. Previous
ministers have supported that.

And | do make the point to the Leader of the
Opposition, if he wants to be indignant about that,
ask himself the question: Why did they not put in
place critical incident reporting procedures in this
province, Mr. Speaker?

Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Program
Apology Request-Minister of Health

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the Premier (Mr. Selinger)
that we supported the legislation for critical
incidents, and it was also our government that called
the inquiry into the deaths of those babies.

Mr. Speaker, one week ago, this Minister of
Health crossed the line when she accused MLAs of
allowing babies to die. Her comments were meant to
be a potshot against the opposition in order to score
political points. Instead, she opened painful wounds
for the families whose children or grandchild died.

So I'd like to ask the Minister of Health if she
will stand today and apologize to those parents and
grandparents.

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): My family
has had the experience of the emotional toll that
pediatric cardiac surgery can take on a family, and |
would wish that to no other family. And while my
experience in my family has so far been a positive
one, | am also a mother, and the thought of losing a
child is the greatest fear | have. | think | can speak
for everyone in this House when | say that | am so
sorry for the tragedy that these families have
suffered, for the loss that these families have
suffered.

And it is because of these tragedies—it was one
of the driving forces of this government's decision to
move our health-care system away from a culture of
secrecy and blame towards a culture of safety and
learning. These parents—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
minister's time has expired.

The honourable

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, many in the public are
slamming this Minister of Health for her over-the-top
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accusations. She showed extremely poor judgment,
and | just want to read for this House a comment that
somebody made on CJOB: The judgment she has
shown by making these statements tells she doesn't
have what it takes to be a Health Minister in this
province. She doesn't think clearly. This is a horrible,
despicable thing for her to do.

She did not clearly apologize to families for her
comments of a week and a half ago, and | wonder if
she would stand today and unequivocally say she's
sorry.

Ms. Selby: Well, Mr. Speaker, | can't say that |
know exactly what these families have gone through,
but I've certainly held my sister's hand as her baby
went through many, many cardiac pediatric surgeries
and will continue to have some, although, in our
case, we're very lucky that he is now 21 years old.
He has been through several open-heart surgeries,
and although we've had some scary times as a
family, he has gone on to be a very strong and
remarkable young man.

And so | don't know the tragedy that these
families have experienced first-hand, but | have seen
my sister when she was asked if she wanted her baby
to have last rites performed, and | honestly don't
even remember what her answer was. But | know we
didn't have to face that because, thanks to medical
intervention in a hospital in Montreal, Sebastien is
alive, and-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, the people she's
accusing of killing babies are parents as well, and it
is a painful situation.

Fifteen-month-old Ashton Feakes was one of
those babies who died. His grandparents are in the
gallery today, and this minister has torn open a
wound for them.

I will ask her to stand in her place today and tell
Mr. and Mrs. Feakes and all the other families that
she's sorry for bringing this painful, painful situation
back to the forefront of politics in Manitoba.

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, 1 would welcome any
opportunity to meet with families. | would ask my
office to arrange it because | am sorry for what they
went through, and | can't imagine the pain that they
have felt. It is, as | said, as a mother, it is my greatest
fear to imagine losing a child.

But | do think that patients and their families
want their health-care system to investigate when
something happens, and when medical errors
happen, we owe it to those families to learn from it
and prevent it from happening again. And that is
exactly why, when we came into office, we brought
in critical incident legislation so that we wouldn't
blame, we wouldn't hide when things happen, but we
would look at the problem and make sure it doesn't
happen to other families.

PST Increase
Revenue Projections

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): So the end of March, Mr. Speaker, the
Premier did an interview on CTV. It was reported
also in the Winnipeg Sun, and he said: | haven't seen
any estimates on the revenues that could be raised by
hiking the PST.

But according to the Canadian Press this
morning, he did. He did see revenue projections for
9 per cent.

So | want to give him the opportunity to correct
the record and put the facts on the record in his
place.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): I've made it
clear in the past that options are brought forward
by the department for comparative purposes. No
recommendation was brought forward to increase the
PST to 9 per cent and, in fact, 9 per cent was not
brought in as a budget measure.

There was an increase in the PST dedicated
towards infrastructure in  Manitoba, critical
infrastructure. Manitobans told us that they needed
infrastructure to protect communities from floods,
better roads, sewer and water, Mr. Speaker, with the
attendant jobs that come out of that, over 58,900 jobs
over the next five years. That was the measure we
brought forward and that was the measure that was
acted upon based on recommendations.

Mr. Pallister: None of that corrects the record, and
the Premier had the opportunity to do so and failed
to.

Now, he claimed that he didn't see figures
projecting a 9 per cent revenue increase-9 per cent
PST hike. But the facts are contrary to that, so it's
one or the other. It's not both.

* (13:50)
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Now, the Premier ran in the last election
promising, we know, that he would not hike the PST,
and we know now that he actually broke that promise
and did. He deliberately misled the public and he
continues to ride that same horse now. And I've
asked him to consider dismounting, because when
the horse you're riding dies, it is time to get off, and
the reality is that the facts show that the Premier did
see projected revenue for a 9 per cent PST hike when
he claimed he did not.

So I'll ask him again to correct the record. Which
is it? Did he or did he not see the projections on
revenue from a 9 per cent PST hike?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, I've made it clear. There
was no recommendation to look at a 9 per cent PST
hike in Manitoba. The recommendation that was
brought was to consider an 8 per cent hike with the
1 per cent increase, 1 cent on the dollar, dedicated to
infrastructure, critical infrastructure.

Just prior to the budget coming out, Mr. Speaker,
we had a report from an independent committee
recommending up to a billion dollars of expenditure
just for flood protection alone around Lake
Manitoba, Lake St. Martin, through the Assiniboine
valley all the way through to Brandon. Those
measures were very expensive measures. They
mounted on top of the 1 and a quarter billion we had
already spent fighting the 2011 flood. That was a
factor that was considered.

There were many demands from the opposition
members to pave roads and streets. They will recall
that prior to the budget that year they were on their
feet every single day asking for infrastructure
investments in Manitoba.

The difference was this, Mr. Speaker: We
brought forward a recommendation focused on
infrastructure and good jobs in Manitoba. Members
opposite asked for the infrastructure, but refused to
vote for it in the budget.

Future Increases

Mr. Pallister: The Premier needs to go for a hike to
Truthtown, Mr. Speaker. He is not going to get this
one spun across to the people of Manitoba if he
continues with that approach.

First, he claimed his government was not
planning to increase the PST; now we know that they
were. Then during the election he claimed he wasn't

going to raise it; then he did. And now he says—well,
he doesn't.

He doesn't admit what the facts say. The facts
say he looked at revenue projections for a 9 per cent
PST hike, and the fact of the matter is we've learned
now that that's the truth even though the Premier
won't admit it.

So | guess | have to ask the Premier, who
claimed when we advanced the idea that he might
raise the PST that it was nonsense, to give a
no-nonsense answer for a change and simply answer
this question: Will he at least guarantee the people of
Manitoba that he will not hike the PST again?

Mr. Selinger: We bought-we brought forward a 10-
year increase in the PST toaddress critical
infrastructure needs in Manitoba, nine years left on
that. We're proceeding with a very aggressive plan,
a 5-and-a-half-billion-dollar investment in infra-
structure in this province. We're ramping that up as
we speak. It should generate about 58,900 jobs in
Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, many options were brought
forward. The former minister of Finance under the
former government that the Leader of the Opposition
was a member of brought forward a report to
harmonize the PST with the GST. That was a report
that was brought forward. We did not act upon that
report. We did not act on any report that indicated
that there should be a look at 9 per cent. There was
no recommendation in that regard.

Mr. Speaker, there have been many comparative
reviews done inside of Finance and outside of
Finance in Manitoba. The recommendation came
from the minister. The minister's recommendation
focused on infrastructure and good jobs for
Manitoba. We're following up on that for the next
nine years.

PST Increase
Finance Minister's Knowledge

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, the facts are these. The Canadian Press filed
an information request for any documents pertaining
to the possibility of the NDP hiking the PST to
9 per cent. Now, the Ombudsman now confirms the
existence of two such documents that discuss a
9 per cent PST. The government won't release the
documents, but it's clear, regardless, that the former
Finance minister would have seen them.
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The problem is the former Finance minister said
last fall he never contemplated a 9 per cent PST nor
did he receive information, briefing notes or other
documents about a 9 per cent PST.

My question today, Mr. Speaker: How could
Manitobans arrive at any other conclusion other than
the Finance minister lied?

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please. Members
in the Assembly here are very, very experienced
and I'm sure they're all familiar with the rules
with respect to parliamentary and unparliamentary
language.

I'm going to start with a caution to the
honourable member for Morden-Winkler. He used a
word that can be declared as unparliamentary, but
I'm going to caution him on this instance and ask him
to be guided by that in his future questions.

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Finance): |
want to start by being clear that what the
Ombudsman's report says, that this is a mandatory
exception to freedom of information, not releasing
documents that are prepared as advice, and that it
doesn't say that we have decided not to release it; it
actually says we're obliged to refuse disclosure to
those documents. That's what the Ombudsman's
report actually says.

I want to say on this matter, though, I expect that
the officials in the Department of Finance can do
math. | expect that they can tell you what one point
is, what two points are, what minus one is; | expect
that. | expect that information is done, those
calculations are done. | expect that that's what they
do.

The decision that we made was to raise the PST
by one point in order to invest in the critical flood
protection infrastructure, in order to invest in the
critical transportation infrastructure, in order to
create jobs and set this province on a path towards
economic prosperity. That's the decision we made.

But information is prepared and provided by-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, let's be clear. The
decision of this government has been to perpetrate
deceit on Manitobans time and time again.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier (Mr. Selinger) said that
when he was the Finance minister, it was standard
practice to study these things and he saw those kinds

of scenarios. But the former Finance minister was
asked last fall if he ever dealt with or saw documents
about a 9 per cent sales tax, and he said, no, that was
not something that we considered.

Mr. Speaker, today's information makes clear the
Finance minister knew; he saw the documents, he
would have read them.

Will the Finance Minister admit today that this is
just another attempt by serial deceivers to deceive
Manitobans?

Ms. Howard: Mr. Speaker, if the former
Finance minister said it wasn't considered, it wasn't
considered. Can somebody on a calculator tell you
what it would be? Yes. | would expect that people
who work on the Finance Department can do math
and would tell you that.

But let's see. Let's see what was considered by
the members opposite. If that is the test, let's look at
the report. So the report that they commissioned by
their former Finance minister, | guess also they were
considering raising the PST, because that's one of
the recommendations that they got. Were they
considering that? It also recommends to do away
with property tax credits. Was that something that
was under consideration when members opposite sat
around the Cabinet table? It also recommends to
harmonize the GST and PST. Is that what we would
have seen had they been re-elected in 1999?

Mr. Friesen: Oh, Mr. Speaker, now that's rich. They
say if it wasn't considered, then it wasn't considered.
This is the government that went to Manitobans in
the 2011 election and said, we would not raise taxes,
and then they did.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that this spenDP
government is out of ideas, they are desperate and
they are willing to do and say anything to keep the
cash register ringing. It is clear that they were
studying a 9 per cent PST at the same time that they
were denying it.

Will the Minister of Finance admit that in the
same way that the spenDP misled all Manitobans
about their plans to hike the PST to 8 per cent,
they're misleading this House now, and Manitobans
now, about the fact that they did study a 9 per cent
PST? When are they going to enact a 9 per cent
PST?

Ms. Howard: Well, Mr. Speaker, | would be happy
to disclose the mathematical formula that you use to
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compute percentage points if that would help the
member opposite, if that's what is a mystery.

But by his logic, if we're going to take his logic,
then he has to admit that when his friend the Leader
of the Opposition was sitting around the Cabinet
table, they must have been discussing raising the
PST, because their former Finance minister
recommends it. They must've been sitting around
discussing doing away with property tax credits,
because their former Finance minister recommends
it. They must have been sitting around discussing
harmonizing GST and PST, because their Finance
minister recommends it.

Information is prepared. It is shared.
Calculations are done. We made a decision to invest
in the critical infrastructure in this province to
protect people's properties, to create jobs. That's the
decision we made, Mr. Speaker, because that was a
decision that we felt would—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

PST Increase
Impact on Small Business

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): I'm not hearing
members opposite deny the fact that they're looking
at increasing the PST to 9 per cent, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, businesses are already realizing the
negative impact of an 8 per cent increase by this
NDP government, and imagine what they will realize
with a 9 per cent increase, Mr. Speaker.

Connie Hall of Peppertree Fashions already
expressed concern about the problems her company
would face with a PST increase to 8 per cent.

My question for the Minister for Jobs and the
Economy: What will this government say to Connie
when they increase the PST to 9 per cent?

* (14:00)

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Finance): Oh,
my goodness, Mr. Speaker, we are through the
looking glass here.

As | have said before, the Finance Department, |
am sure, can do simple mathematical equations and
they provide that information.

The decision we made was to raise the PST by
one point, and we did that because we had a report
that showed us that we needed to invest a billion
dollars in flood infrastructure. We also knew that we

needed to invest in transportation infrastructure,
many of those investments that you hear about and
will see taking place today.

And we made those decisions because we know
that was the path to creating jobs in Manitoba, that
was the path towards a better economic future, and
that is why we made that decision. That is the
decision that we made and that is the decision that
we are talking about here today, not some mythical
decision that the members opposite want to paint.

Mrs. Stefanson: Well, Mr. Speaker, the decision
that they made was one to break their promise to
Manitobans after the last election.

Tammy Jensen of Jensen's Nursery also
expressed concern about the PST hike to 8 per cent
at that time.

What does this Minister for Jobs and the
Economy, because this will have a significant impact
as it already has on jobs and the economy in
Manitoba, what does she have to say when she
increases the PST to 9 per cent?

Ms. Howard: | know members opposite are well
practised at saying something that isn't true over and
over again and hoping that that makes it true. 1 know
that's what they're used to doing.

But it's—l want to say it again clearly. The
decision we made to increase the PST by one point,
we did that because we believe that making those
investments in infrastructure, without taking away
from critical services like health care and education,
were important to create jobs.

And since making that decision, we've received
from the Conference Board of Canada a report that
shows that those investments will create jobs, not
only jobs today but jobs well into the future so we
can position Manitoba to be some-a province that
has increased economic prosperity.

That was why the decision was made and that
the decision we made was to increase the PST by one
point. No matter how the members opposite want to
now try to portray it, that was the decision that was
made.

Mrs. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, just like members
opposite said over and over again prior to the last
election that they would not raise taxes in Manitoba,
they said it was ridiculous, that it was nonsense, and
what did they do?



1580

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

April 7, 2014

Terry Lakusta, owner of Vain Hair and Body
Studio is my constituent-in my constituency,
expressed his concern about the NDP hike to
8 per cent and the negative impact that it has had on
his business.

What does the Minister for Jobs and the
Economy have to say to Mr. Lakusta about her
government's PST hike to 9 per cent?

Ms. Howard: Well, | would hate for the member
opposite to vary from the script. | don't want to test
her in that way, so | know she’s going to continue to
put inaccuracies on the record.

But, very clearly, the decision that we made was
a decision that we felt was necessary in order to
make those investments in critical infrastructure, in
flood protection to protect people's properties, in
transportation infrastructure, in those things that are
important to the economic future of this province,
but not to do that in a way that would create cuts to
those services that Manitobans depend on, to not take
the advice of members opposite to lay off teachers
and nurses, to not do it in that way. So we took a
decision to raise, for 10 years, the PST by one point,
by 1 cent on the dollar.

That's the decision we made, not the mythical
fantasyland decisions that the members opposite
want to talk about.

Immigration Agreement Resolution
FIPPA Request-Email Correspondence

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): The decision
they made was to lie to Manitobans. That's the
decision that they made.

Speaking of, Mr. Speaker, in the spring of 2012
there were questions being raised in this House about
the involvement of the former minister of
Immigration in inviting civil servants to the
Legislature for a political rally.

Now, because we couldn't get straight answers
from this government-that will come as a surprise to
Manitobans—we had to file a FIPPA asking for all the
electronic, all the email transmissions related to that
invitation. So we got a response back and the
government said, that's all, that's all the emails there
are.

Now, we found out last week, actually, there was
one that was missing, and the one that was missing
was the email that directly linked the former NDP
minister of Immigration to the invitation to civil
servants to the Legislature.

Why won't this government admit it was just
another cover-up in a long line of cover-ups?

Hon. Erna Braun (Minister of Labour and
Immigration): | thank the member for the question,
and the deputy minister has been clear that the email
should've been included in the 2012 response but
was inadvertently missed in the original search. He
also was clear that it was an error made at the
department level and that it was later sent to the
Ombudsman.

Mr. Goertzen: Well, the NDP would want us to
believe this is some sort of a clerical error. But this
was covered up for two years, and it wasn't just an
innocuous email. It was the smoking-gun email, Mr.
Speaker, that linked the former NDP minister of
Immigration to this government inviting civil
servants to the Legislature.

Now, when I look at the email, it wasn't just sent
to one person. It was copied to one, two, three, four
people. This email was in the box of six different
people. Even for cover-ups, this is pretty sloppy.

Why won't they just admit it was a cover-up? It
sat in the email of six different people. You didn't
want to release so you covered it up.

Ms. Braun: | think | would like to repeat to the
member opposite that it was clear that the email
should've been included in the 2012 response, but it
was inadvertently missed. It was an error and that
error was rectified sending it to the Ombudsman.

Mr. Goertzen: Well, just a few days after we
received our package of information that didn't
include the missing email, a couple of days later, the
government actually found the email. Now, did they
come to us and tell us that there was a mistake and
that they didn't include the email? No, they waited
for almost two years, and then only when it was
discovered that they didn't include it did they
actually come clean on it. Why would they sit on it
for two years?

Now, this is a government that lied about the
8 per cent increase. It's the government that lied
about looking at the 9 per cent increase. It's a
government that uses babies' death as a political tool,
Mr. Speaker, and it covers up information for two
years.

Have they come to the conclusion that other
Manitobans have come to, that it's a government that
doesn't have the integrity and the honesty to govern
the good people of this province?
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Ms. Braun: Mr. Speaker, as was indicated, the email
should've been included. It was an error made at the
department level and the Ombudsman did receive
that email for the report.

Employment Numbers
Manitoba Economy

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
Manitobans have become very concerned about
the Premier-how the Premier is mishandling the
provincial economy.

Last week's Labour Force Survey shows that the
number of people employed in Manitoba has gone
down. In fact, compared to last year, employment
has fallen each month for the last five months, as this
data | table indicates. It suggests a very serious
problem for our province.

From raising the PST to misquoting job creation
numbers, the Premier is hurting our economy.

| ask the Premier: Is it his intention to lead
Manitoba into the next recession?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, it's—
since the recession started in 2009, we've added
25,000 jobs in the private sector in Manitoba—
25,000 jobs. The Manitoba economy has performed
better than the Canadian average during those years.

Now we have a program, Mr. Speaker, a
program the member opposite has voted against, to
lift the economy another $6 billion, to invest in
critical infrastructure, to generate 58,900 new jobs in
Manitoba. The member opposite, if he wants to
support the economy, should have supported for the
budget, should have supported for the innovation
strategy we have, should have supported the kinds of
things that will generate good jobs for young people
in Manitoba.

Mr. Gerrard: You know, Mr. Speaker, the problem
is that no matter which way you look at it, the facts
remain the same. Here's StatsCan data, similar but
slightly different, but shows exactly the same trend:
poor unemployment figures and employment figures
in Manitoba for the last five months.

* (14:10)

It's not just about the number of people
employed. The number of people unemployed has
risen. The participation of-rate of people in the
economy has decreased. Employment for youth is
going up in Canada but down in Manitoba. Business

owners are saying they're seeing a decline in
business. There's a problem.

Can the Premier tell Manitobans why it is that
the economic indicators for Manitoba are going in
the wrong direction?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, we have the third lowest
unemployment rate in Canada. We have one of the
highest participation rates in the economy among
working-age population.

It is true that the global economic recovery has
been slower than anticipated, which is why we've put
this emphasis on building infrastructure and creating
good jobs for young people in Manitoba. Manitobans
have told us that's where the focus should be.
There should be focusing on good jobs for young
people, should be focusing on critical infrastructure
which will strengthen the economy in the future,
including projects like CentrePort. We've invested in
CentrePort Canada; CentrePort way was just opened
up. We've invested in Highway 75. We've invested in
the Perimeter. All of those investments will make a
very large difference in the ability of our exporters to
move goods to market.

Now that the Canadian dollar has dipped down
to 91 cents compared to the American dollar, we are
seeing very good forecasts for the future. The
American economy didn't generate as many jobs as
they wished, but we are seeing very optimistic
prospects for the future.

We will be there with good infrastructure and
good jobs for young Manitobans, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, the changes in Manitoba
are occurring at the same time as the numbers for all
of Canada are going in the other direction. In Canada
as a whole, there's more employment for youth and
for all Canadians. Canada is improving while
Manitoba is getting worse for months and months
and months.

The results suggest that the Premier's increasing
the PST last year had a very negative impact on the
Manitoba economy, and still the Premier keeps
giving untendered contracts to companies in other
provinces, like STARS and Teranet, while ignoring
Manitoba companies.

Why has the Premier managed the economy so
poorly that the number of people employed in our
province continues to go down?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the number of
people working in Manitoba is at a historic high,
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25,000 more jobs in the private sector. Over the last
five years during the recession, Manitoba has
actually outperformed Alberta and Saskatchewan in
terms of its economic performance. We now see a
period where we need to focus on good jobs and
infrastructure as the next step forward in making sure
the economy continues to grow; that's exactly what
we're doing.

We're going to have a skills agenda,
75,000 more skilled workers over the next eight
years, major investments in infrastructure, major
investments in flood protection which will allow
those communities to have a renaissance and the
certainty that they will be safe in the future. All of
those things have set Manitoba on a course for
prosperity, and | haven't even talked about hydro,
Mr. Speaker. The hydro investments will be good for
the Manitoba economy now and ensure we have a
supply of clean, affordable energy in the future.

Members opposite are against all of those
initiatives, Mr. Speaker. If we followed their advice,
there would be another recession instead of the
steady growth and good jobs that we have in
Manitoba.

Northern Manitoba Infrastructure
Highway Upgrade Announcement

Mr. Frank Whitehead (The Pas): Mr. Speaker, in
this House there are clearly two visions for northern
Manitoba. The vision of members opposite across—is
across-the-board cuts that would put the North's core
infrastructure and economy at risk. That is why | am
proud to stand with a government that invests in the
safety of northern Manitoban families and the steady
growth of northern businesses through historic
investments in core infrastructure.

Can the Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation update this House about yet another
core infrastructure investment to upgrade important
transportation links that will increase safety and
build northern economy?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): Mr. Speaker, | was very
excited to join the member for The Pas in
announcing $55-million investment on Highway 10,
Highway 283, highways 373 and 374 in northern
Manitoba.

We're particularly proud of our record in terms
of highways in northern Manitoba, Mr. Speaker,
unlike the members opposite, who spent as little as
5 per cent of the capital program in the 1990s in the

North. What you campaign on, cutting highway
spending in the North—they defined that, by the way,
as north of Riding Mountain. We're investing in
northern Manitoba.

But, Mr. Speaker, | want to stress one thing.
We're a party for all Manitobans, because tomorrow
we're making announcements in Ste. Anne and
Steinbach. This is the NDP, a government for all
Manitobans.

Elder Abuse
Reduction Strategies

Mr. CIiff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker,
seniors abuse is a growing concern. More and more
seniors are reporting what—are reporting when people
have been done wrong, and they're reporting when
they have been mistreated.

Mr. Speaker, what are the minister and the NDP
government doing to combat seniors abuse?

Hon. Sharon Blady (Minister of Healthy Living
and Seniors): It's a pleasure to rise in the House
today, and this is actually the day that we've
launched the Seniors' Guide.

Looking after seniors is a priority for this
government. The guide in itself includes a number of
resources. It's a one-stop shop for not just seniors but
those of us who have seniors that we love in our
lives. And the supports that we have in place and
the recommendations that we get from wonderful
organizations like the Manitoba Council on Aging
make sure that we stay in touch with the seniors of
this province to ensure that everything from the elder
abuse line is working for folks to, again, the guide.

And | ask-I would recommend to the member
opposite that maybe he pick up a copy of the guide. |
know that we had 2,000 advance requests for the
guide before its release today because | know that it's
a valuable tool for all Manitobans.

Government Policies
Impact on Seniors

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): Well, Mr. Speaker,
one of the forms of abuse is lying to seniors, and
very specific kind of abuse. Nobody likes to be lied
to. Seniors are the ones who have built our society to
what it is today, and they deserve respect.

But what they've got is a government that lies to
them every chance they get. Seniors were promised
no tax increases: a lie. Seniors were promised no
PST increase: another lie. Seniors were promised no



April 7, 2014

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

1583

school tax on their property; the NDP government
lied to them again.

When will this minister and this government
stop abusing the trust of the seniors in this province?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Finance):
Well, 1 wonder what the seniors of this province
would have thought if they knew that their former
Finance minister from that party had prepared for
them a recommendation to do away with the
homeowners' tax assistance, the property tax credit
that so many seniors rely on, the property tax credit
that we have seen go up from $200 to $700 up to
$1,100. We now have a document that shows,
according to their own logic, that they had a plan to
cut that. Had they been re-elected in '99, those
seniors would have had much more difficultly
holding on to their homes and paying their property
taxes.

That was their plan for seniors. Our plan has
been to increase those property tax credits and
protect them.

Mr. Speaker: Time for oral questions has expired.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Mr. Speaker: It's time for members' statements.
Jaring Timmerman

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | rise today
to congratulate a Winnipeg centenarian, Jaring
Timmerman from Kirkfield Park, on his many
accomplishments as a swimmer, and | welcome him
and his family to the gallery today. He started
competitive swimming at the age of 79. His wife,
Gladys, persuaded him to enter a swim meet in
Phoenix after she saw an ad in the newspaper. After
three weeks of convincing him, he finally agreed to
take the plunge and he won a gold medal in the
200-metre event. He liked winning medals and he
now has about 150 to his credit from numerous
swim meets. He went to the World Masters meets
in Germany, Denmark, Montreal, Edmonton and
Toronto.

He presently holds 24 Canadian Masters swim
records. He also has four world records in the 100-
t0-104 age group. On January 24th of this year he set
two new world records in the 105-to-109 age group.
Previously, there were no world records in that
group. No one in the world had ever done this
before. Mr. Timmerman competed in the 50-metre
freestyle and 50-metre backstroke events.

Ironically, Mr. Timmerman almost didn't survive
his childhood. He almost drowned as a child. At four
years of age he was in his father's boat on the Rhine
River in the Netherlands when he heard a band
playing on a passing boat. Not knowing that it would
be dangerous, he jumped into the river so that he
could follow the music. Fortunately he was saved by
a sailor on another ship. This incident obviously did
not have a lasting effect on him, as he is still
swimming over 100 years later. Shortly after that
incident, Mr. Timmerman came to Canada with his
family. He worked in the grain business all his
working days, ending his career as president of the
Grain Insurance and Guarantee Company.

Mr. Timmerman, a navigator for the Royal
Canadian Air Force during the Second World War,
has a weekly fitness plan that includes swimming
twice a week and riding a stationary bike for almost
one hour every day. He talks to seniors groups about
his secrets to a long, healthy life. He stresses his
GEDS principle, which stands for genes, exercise,
diet and spirit.

* (14:20)

He was recently awarded an award of a
different sort: the Order of the Buffalo Hunt in
2010, the highest honour awarded by the Province
to individuals who demonstrate outstanding skills
in the area of leadership, service and community
commitment. He has been the subject of a
documentary and has done countless interviews.

And on behalf of all of us in this Chamber, we
would just like to thank Mr. Timmerman for all his
great years of service in swimming and in public life
and welcome here today.

Honouring Aboriginal Musicians

Mr. Frank Whitehead (The Pas): Mr. Speaker,
on March 29th | had the pleasure of welcoming
many Juno-nominated Aboriginal artists to Manitoba
on behalf of the provincial government. The
event, sponsored by Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network, and held at the Government House,
celebrated all those nominated for the Aboriginal
Album of the Year award.

I was thoroughly impressed with the number of
talented Aboriginal artists who were present at this
event. His Honour Philip Lee and his wife, Her
Honour Anita Lee, were our gracious hosts, and they
welcomed many, many prominent Aboriginal
musicians, performers and dignitaries to their home.
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Mr. Speaker, it can be overwhelming to witness
the amount of talent in Aboriginal communities. | am
proud to have welcomed each of these incredibly
talented artists, from country, pop and folk to
traditional Aboriginal and electronic music. These
musicians show us the extraordinary diversity of
talent in our communities across Canada. I'm also
very proud of the work APTN has done to sponsor
this event and of these Juno Awards. Their fantastic
work promotes Aboriginal cultures and heritage to
millions across Canada. Their support means that
Aboriginal musicians receive the publicity and
celebration they deserve.

I would like to congratulate nominee Desiree
Dorion, a young country star from Dauphin,
Manitoba. I'm proud to say Desiree is both Cree and
Ojibwa, and has family ties with my own
Opaskwayak Cree Nation, which made her
nomination even more special to me. Desiree's third
album, Small Town Stories, was nominated for
Aboriginal Album of the Year and is a tribute to her
young daughter, Grace. When she's not performing,
Desiree is also a full-time practising lawyer. Desiree
is a fantastic role model for any young Aboriginal
musician.

It was such a pleasure to hear these artists
perform and hear of the amazing contributions
Aboriginal musicians are making across Canada. It
made me think of all those future musicians who
might be unknown to us today but who we'll
certainly hear of soon.

Congratulations to all present and future
nominees for their—for your amazing contribution to
Canadian music. Thank you.

Lois Fowler Team

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker,
I rise in the Manitoba Legislative Assembly
today to honour and congratulate the Manitoba
senior women's curling team from Brandon, who
captured the Canadian Senior Women's Curling
Championship on Saturday, March 29th, 2014, in
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. Team Fowler
includes Lois Fowler at skip, Maureen Bonar at
third, Cathy Gauthier at second and Allyson Stewart
at lead. They have had much success in the past but
winning this national title has elevated them to a new
level.

Mr. Speaker, the Fowler team finished the round
robin with a 10-1 record, which advanced them
straight through into the finals, where they defeated

Lorraine Arguin's team from Saskatchewan by a
score of 5-1.

The Fowler foursome, who are proud to play out
of the Brandon Curling Club, are only the second
Manitoba-based team to win a senior women's
championship. The only previous team was also
from Brandon, led by Mabel Mitchell in 1983.

Mr. Speaker, the dream team, as they became
known, have had many successes in the past but the
friendship and chemistry came together this year and
resulted in a very memorable season. Now the
Fowler team will set their sights on the international
title, as they represent Canada at the 2015 World
Senior Curling Championships.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all members of the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba, | congratulate
this fine team on their fantastic showing and their
newly minted title. As well, 1 wish them the
best of luck in the 2015 World Senior Curling
Championships.

World Autism Awareness Day

Ms. Melanie Wight (Burrows): Mr. Speaker, every
year the world marks Autism Awareness Day on
April 2nd. This is a time when we strive to raise
awareness about autism and encourage early
diagnosis and early intervention.

Autism can pose enormous challenges to
families. I'm so proud that our government is
continuing to build support services that will help
children and their families succeed.

We are proud to be working with St. Amant
to deliver a new parent support service which
helps parents address their children's challenging
behaviour and teach them new skills. Because each
individual with autism is unique, the support service
will work directly with up to 100 Manitoba families
to provide assessment-based programming and
learning opportunities.

We are also investing in two more early
intervention specialists that will serve 30 additional
families in rural and northern Manitoba. This gives
more children the opportunity to learn the games,
skills and techniques that help them overcome any
limitations they experience connected to their autism.

Evidence shows that early intervention can
dramatically increase positive outcomes for children
with autism, and, Mr. Speaker, since late 2012, we
have hired five new autism specialists to serve rural
Manitoba. These initiatives stem from Thrive!, our
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government's five-year strategy for the development
of services for Manitobans affected by autism
spectrum disorders.

World Autism Awareness Day is also a time to
celebrate the unique talents and skills people with
autism possess. One of the biggest challenges many
Manitobans face is people's tendency to define
them only by their disability. By welcoming and
embracing individuals with autism into our
communities, we all benefit and can accomplish so
much together.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage all Manitobans to take
this opportunity to learn more about autism and
about the role we can all play to support and learn
from those affected. Thank you.

Renal Health Unit at Seven Oaks Hospital

Mr. Mohinder Saran (The Maples): Mr. Speaker,
dialysis can be a vital part of renal patients' daily
routines. If you or a loved one has advanced kidney
disease, it changes your whole life. I am proud that
the new expanded renal health unit at the Seven Oaks
hospital helps patients quickly get the care they need
so they can then focus on the rest of their lives.

Our government invested $3 million in capital
funding to build a new eight-station renal health
dialysis unit at Seven Oaks hospital. The unit opened
on March 17th, 2014. This now brings the hospital's
number of dialysis stations up to 50.

Here in Manitoba, dozens of people receive
treatment for kidney disease every day. Seven Oaks
hospital can also now give dialysis treatment to
48 more patients a year, bringing their total at
300 patients annually.

Many people who suffer from diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, also have kidney concerns, so
they benefit from having a stronger renal health-care
system as well.

Whether it's introducing new methods of
detecting kidney disease, improving the triage
systems or putting the organ donation registry online
to improve access to life-saving transplants, this
government is focusing on what matters most, our
families' health.

Thank you to all the doctors, nurses, health-care
aides and co-ordinators who already work so hard to
help patients with kidney disease. | hope this new
unit helps you give your patients even better care.
Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Grievances?

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. Speaker: Seeing no grievances, we'll move onto
orders of the day, government business.

House Business

Hon. Andrew Swan (Government House Leader):
First of all I'd like to announce the Standing
Committee on Legislative Affairs will meet
tomorrow, Tuesday, April 8th, 2014, at 6 p.m., to
consider the appointment of the Children's Advocate.

Mr. Speaker: It has been announced that the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs will meet
on Tuesday, April the 8th, 2014, at 6 p.m., to
consider the appointment of the Children's Advocate.

* * *

Mr. Swan: Mr. Speaker, can you please canvass the
House to see if there's leave for the Committee of
Supply for the Estimates for Healthy Living and
Seniors to be considered concurrently with the
Health Estimates now ongoing in room 254?

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave of the House to have the
Committee of Supply for the Estimates of Healthy
Living and Seniors to be considered concurrently
with the Health Estimates in room 254? [Agreed]

Mr. Swan: And on that, Mr. Speaker, can you please
call Committee of Supply?

Mr. Speaker: We'll now resolve into the Committee
of Supply.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, will you please take the
Chair?
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
(Concurrent Sections)
HEALTH, HEALTHY LIVING AND SENIORS
* (14:40)

Mr. Chairperson (Mohinder Saran): Order. Will
the Committee of Supply please come to order.

This section of the Committee of Supply will
now resume consideration of the Estimates for the
newly renamed Department of Health, Healthy
Living and Seniors. As previously agreed, questions
for the department will proceed in a global manner.

The floor is now open for questions.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): There's
some outstanding questions from the first day we
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were here in Estimates, and | wonder if the minister
could tell us if she has determined yet if we would be
allowed to have a copy of the 2009 feasibility study.

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Yes, and |
have—I think there might be a couple of outstanding
questions that | have some answers for the member
on.

During the last Estimates meeting, of course, the
member asked for a copy of the 2009 helicopter
EMS feasibility study that was referenced by the
Auditor General. | can confirm that this information
from the document was provided to the Auditor
General in her capacity as a independent officer of
the Legislature. However, as it was advised to the
minister and is not a public document, I am not at
liberty to provide the member with a copy. And I can
confirm that the references to the study published by
the Auditor General in her recent report that
helicopter EMS is not something that just came up,
of course, in 2009. Certainly, the flood experience
and historical floods like, of course, the one in 1997
did lead us to take another serious look at our
capacity and our need for helicopter EMS. We saw
the good work that they did during that flood and
other subsequent floods.

But, following the 2009 flood, the minister of
Health requested the EMS branch to review the
potential benefits and provide a high level estimate
of costs of establishing a helicopter air ambulance
program in Manitoba. The Manitoba Emergency
Medical Services rotary wing feasibility study was
conducted in 2009 and received by the deputy
minister and minister in late January of 2010. In
November of 2010 the government's Speech from the
Throne announced the intention to pursue the air
ambulance helicopter, and while the department was
investigating the potential helicopter-based air
ambulance service providers, a major event, of
course, hit: the flood of the century.

As we had in the floods of 2009 and 2011,
Manitoba did contract with STARS to provide
helicopter emergency medical services during those
times. And I'm sure the member would remember
that there were significant road closures during—
in Manitoba during that flood of 2011, and the
medical transportation co-ordinator centre was able
to monitor and maintain ambulance response times
across Manitoba; STARS was an important part of
that. In fact, we know that STARS transported over
50 patients during the flood, including cardiac,

trauma, stroke and other very serious cases requiring
rapid specialist care.

During the flood of 2011, Manitoba Health
followed through on the government commitment to
implement a helicopter air ambulance. Because no
Manitoba commercial provider does offer this type
of service, the options that were primarily reviewed
were contracting with an existing ambulance
helicopter provider from another province or
developing our own. In some circumstances, and
when it's in the public interest, where there's only
one qualified proponent, government may enter a
contract without of tender.

And, knowing that it would take 18 to 24 months
for another option to be available in Manitoba, in
June 2011 we did announce that it was our intention
to enter a long-term contract with STARS, who at
that time was the only provider who was able to offer
helicopter-based air ambulance service at that time to
parts of Manitoba.

We believe this was the right call for this
li