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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: Good afternoon, everyone. Please be
seated.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 31-The Police Services Amendment Act
(Community Safety Officers)

Hon. Andrew Swan (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): | move, seconded by the
Minister of Health (Ms. Selby), that Bill 31, The
Police Services Amendment Act (Community Safety
Officers); Loi modifiant la Loi sur les services de
police (agents de sécurité communautaire), be now
read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Swan: This bill will amend The Police
Services Act and enables municipalities to establish
community safety officer programs. Community
safety officers will deliver crime prevention
programs, connect persons in need with appropriate
social services and maintain a public presence in the
community. If authorized to do so, community
safety officers may assist local police officers in
noncriminal matters, exercise prescribed powers and
enforce specific enactments.

We believe this bill presents an innovative
resource to address the unique public safety needs
and priorities of communities outside of Winnipeg.
Enhancing public safety is a key component of
our commitment to supporting strong, healthy and
inclusive communities. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Any further introduction of bills?
PETITIONS

Mr. Speaker: Seeing none, we'll move on to
petitions.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase-
Cross-Border Shopping

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for the petition:

Manitoba has a thriving and competitive retail
environment in communities near its borders,
including Bowsman, Swan River, Minitonas, Benito,
Russell, Binscarth, St-Lazare, Birtle, Elkhorn,
Virden, Melita, Waskada, Boissevain, Deloraine,
Cartwright, Pilot Mound, Crystal City, Manitou,
Morden, Winkler, Plum Coulee, Altona, Gretna,
Emerson, Morris, Killarney, Sprague, Vita, Reston,
Pierson, Miniota, McAuley, St. Malo, Foxwarren,
Roblin and many others.

Both the Saskatchewan PST rate and the North
Dakota retail sales tax rate are 5 per cent, and the
Minnesota retail sales tax is 6 per cent.

The retail sales tax rate is 40 per cent cheaper
in North Dakota and Saskatchewan and 25 per cent
cheaper in Minnesota as compared to Manitoba.

The differential in tax rates creates a disincentive
for Manitoba consumers to shop locally to produce
their goods and services.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To acknowledge that the increase in the PST will
significantly encourage cross-border shopping and
put additional strain on the retail sector, especially
for those businesses located close to Manitoba's
provincial borders.

To urge the provincial government to reverse its
PST increase to ensure Manitoba consumers can
shop affordably in Manitoba and support local
businesses.

This petition's signed by B. Salyn, T. Salyn,
R. Kostech and many more Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In keeping with our rule 132(6), when
petitions are read they are deemed to have been
received by the House.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase-Referendum
Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): | wish to present the

following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.
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And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase in the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by S. Bruce, P. Mohier,
K. Lemoine and many, many other fine Manitobans.

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): Good afternoon. |
wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the required referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right when major tax increases are necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge provincial government to not raise the
PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition's submitted on behalf of
J. Huntington, B. Schindle, S. Gibb and many other
fine Manitobans.

East Selkirk Sewage Lagoon Site—
Environmental Licence

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

(1) On August 12th, 2013, Manitoba
Conservation and Water Stewardship granted a
licence for the construction of a sewage lagoon on
the former CIL explosives plant site in East Selkirk.

(2) This site is located 1,100 feet from the banks
of the Red River.

(3) Local residents are concerned that hydraulic
pressure from the lagoon and instances of heavy
rainfall could cause contaminants left over from the
manufacturing of explosives at the site to flow into
the Red River.

(4) Upon the review of a soil study conducted on
the site, the Water Science and Management Branch
of the Department of Conservation and Water
Stewardship noted that effluent from the site could
negatively affect aquatic life in the Red River and
may result in increased risks of cancer in fish.

The chemical ‘ditritolulene’ is present in the soil
at the former CIL explosives plant site and is known
as a 'carcigenic' to fish and other aquatic species.

Soil testing done prior to the environmental
licensing being issued should have been done at a
level consistent with the standards used by the
Environmental Protection Agency in the United
States, where they have more experience with testing
for contaminants at former explosives sites.

(7) The Province of Manitoba has no available
guidelines for the measurement of energetic
compounds in soil.

(8) There are many other viable, non-
contaminated sites in the area which would be better
suited for the construction of a sewage lagoon.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Conservation and
Water Stewardship reconsider his decision to grant
an environmental licence for the construction of a
sewer lagoon at this site.

This petition is signed by M. Dueck, H. Loane,
C. Liebenau and many other fine Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: Any further petitions? Seeing none,
we'll move on to committee reports.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, | have guests
to introduce who are sitting in our public gallery. In
the public gallery we have with us today
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Nick Minenko and Aaron Barnett of Kildonan-East
Collegiate, accompanied by Victor Minenko, who
are the guests of the honourable Minister of Finance
(Ms. Howard).

And also seated in the public gallery we have
from Ashern Central School 20 grade 11 students
under the direction of Mr. Paul Armitage. And this
group is located in the constituency of the
honourable member for the Interlake.

On behalf of all honourable members, we
welcome you here this afternoon.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Program for International Student Assessment
Test Score Results

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, the results from the
program of international student assessment were
released today, and they are deeply disturbing. They
reveal and have revealed consistent declines in
math, in science, in reading since this government
came to power, and we're clearly going in the
wrong direction. In mathematics, we saw the largest
decline in the—from the three-year-ago study of any
Canadian province, we're down to eighth now; in
reading, the largest decline of any Canadian
province, down to ninth; and in science, the largest
decline, also down to ninth.

*(13:40)

We know that the government is very concerned
to promote its own spending, but we want to suggest
to them that they need to be concerned also about
results and outcomes.

Would the Premier admit that this government is
failing Manitoba students and their families?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, first
of all, I want to say that these results, in our view,
are unacceptable and we believe that we could do
better in Manitoba in partnership with teachers, in
partnership with parents and their families and, of
course, by having strong relationships and smaller
class sizes for students, which is why we've
confirmed today that 213 teachers have been added
in the province of Manitoba on our Class Size
Initiative to reduce the class size in that K-to-3 area,
that critical foundational area where young people
need to get off to a good start.

And that is in direct contrast to what the Leader
of the Opposition was proposing just a few months

ago, across-the-board cuts, which would've meant
less teachers and larger class sizes. We believe in
more teachers, smaller class sizes and, of course, a
stronger curriculum.

Constituency of Morris
By-Election Deadline

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): We believe in better results for our
students.

Speaking of better results, we are on the eve of
the deadline whereby this Premier and government
will break the record for the longest time since a
resignation to call a by-election. And this Premier
has chosen to disrespect the people of Manitoba and
their democratic rights in numerous ways since his
position was assumed, but he has, in this particular
case, shown a record disrespect for the people of
Morris and for their democratic rights as well.

And | want to ask him if it is his intention to call
this by-election in the dead of winter, after almost
11 months and in the middle of our festive season.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): First of all, it is our
intention to make sure the people in the Morris
constituency are safe from people that go in channels
and put those communities at risk by refusing to
remove themselves as ice flows are coming down the
Assiniboine River. If they would have stayed out of
that diversion channel, we could've had a greater
measure of safety for the people in the Morris
constituency.

Mr. Speaker, that's how we respect the people of
Morris; we keep them safe.

Mr. Pallister: Well, this is a Premier who chose
to stand on the Hoop and Holler dike and make
promises he hasn't kept to those same people.

He's not only disrespected the people of that area
and across this province in respect of his lack of
fulfilling his promises on flood claims, but he's also
disrespected those same people by not allowing them
to have a vote, not just on the balanced budget law
requirement to let them vote on his broken-promise
PST hike proposal but, furthermore, to not allow
them the right to vote in their own election in their
own riding, and that is reprehensible, Mr. Speaker.

Now, we understand from Elections Manitoba
that this by-election must be called now in order to
allow proper time for it to be completed within the
year.
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Will the Premier call the by-election today?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the last time we had a
round of by-elections, the Leader of the Opposition
said we shouldn't call them in the summer, that's
family time. Now he's asking me to call a by-election
today as we move into the holiday season of
Christmas. | think he should be consistent on that.

We're in close consultation with Elections
Manitoba. We will call the two by-elections that are
now required in Manitoba because two members of
the Tory caucus have left before their term is up.
They've gone on to do other things. That was their
choice, Mr. Speaker. They decided to do that.

We're here to govern for all the people of
Manitoba and the people of Morris. Not only do
we protect them from floods, we've now invested
$215 million on Highway No. 75 so that the people
of that constituency can have safe passage back and
forth to their homes.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

STARS Contract Decision
Patient Safety Standards

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | guess the
Premier forgot to mention that Gary Doer left before
his term was up too.

Mr. Speaker, | was shocked to learn that the
STARS helicopter has been grounded because a
patient had died. | was shocked to learn that there
have been other critical incidents as well as concerns
and complaints made by hospitals. 1 was shocked
because this NDP government has been adamant
time and again that safety was not a concern of theirs
where STARS was concerned. They were confident
that everything was okay.

So I'd like to ask the Minister of Health to
tell us: If this government had publicly tendered
the contract for a helicopter air ambulance instead
of sole-sourcing it, would there have been better
scrutiny about patient safety standards?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): | would like
to say that the critical incident that occurred was a
tragedy, and | know that everyone in this House has
sympathy to the family.

We are, of course, reviewing the incident to see
what went wrong. We do, in all these cases when we
have a critical incident, share that information. We
share it with the family first. We share it with the
public because we think it's really important, Mr.

Speaker, not to bury the things under the rug, as they
have been done by other governments, but to make
sure we see what happened, convey that to the family
and learn from it because we want to provide a safe
service.

Mr. Speaker, the decision to temporarily suspend
STARS was not an easy one, but we had to in the
face of patient safety.

STARS Service
External Review

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, the previous minister of Health skated
around hours of questions about the STARS contract
and concerns about the possible lack of government
oversight and scrutiny. But the minister of Health
said, and | quote: We believe that very careful
attention is being paid and will continue to be paid
on the operations. End quote.

If that's true, can the Minister of Health tell us:
Why are there so many incidents occurring, and why
has an external review been called?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): It is exactly
for that purpose that we called an external review.

Mr. Speaker, on this side of the House we take
the advice of medical professionals, and up until the
third critical incident we were advised by medical
professionals that the STARS ambulance service was
a safe way to transport patients. Over the weekend,
when medical professionals advised us that they had
some serious concerns over procedure, we acted
swiftly, we acted promptly, because we take the
advice of those medical professionals, and when they
tell us they have concerns, we need to respond to
that.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, the NDP rushed to
sign a contract with STARS just prior to the last
election, and then they used the shiny red helicopter
as a campaign prop. So now they have a political
vested interest in painting a very rosy picture and
perhaps a dishonest picture about patient safety.

Now we find out there have been three
preventable incidents and there are now 15 cases
under an external review, a review that nobody in the
public knew about it 'til the media stumbled on it.
Yet, up until last week, this Minister of Health has
been painting a rosy picture about STARS every
time she stands up in this House.

So I'd like to ask the Minister of Health to tell
us: Why has the public been kept in the dark about
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all these incidents and about an external review
because of them?

Mes. Selby: The STARS ambulance, too, | think, has
an impressive track record. | look forward to the time
when Manitoba has a regular air ambulance service. |
think that we can address some of the challenges in
the North and rural Manitoba. So | think the air
ambulances could make a significant difference. |
agree with the member for Charleswood.

STARS Service
Suspension of Services

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the STARS air ambulance service
was suddenly grounded following a new incident last
Thursday. Now, this minister said yesterday in a
press release that up until now she was assured that
STARS was providing appropriate emergency care,
but now concerns were being raised so she was
grounding the service.

Mr. Speaker, something doesn't make sense
here. The minister did not ground STARS in May
when 2-year-old Morgan Moar-Campbell suffered
brain damage because of oxygen deprivation during
a STARS transfer. She didnt ground STARS in
August when it became known that there was
a second, previously undisclosed incident under
investigation. She said she had confidence in
STARS then. But now, after Thursday's incident,
she suddenly grounds STARS.

Mr. Speaker, she had confidence in STARS in
June. She had confidence in STARS in August.
When did the minister lose confidence in STARS?

* (13:50)

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): The critical
incident that occurred over the weekend, Mr.
Speaker, was a very difficult situation. Our
sympathy, of course, is with the family at this time. |
can't imagine what they're going through.

But, yes, when medical advice, when doctors tell
me that they have serious concerns that protocol was
not being followed on STARS ambulance, yes, | will
act swiftly and 1 will act and suddenly suspend it
temporarily.

I'm not sure what the member is implying, that
he would sit around and debate what medical
professionals share with us? That's not what we do
on this side of the House. We take their opinions
seriously and we act on that advice immediately.

STARS Critical Incident Reports
Suspension of Services

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): But,
Mr. Speaker, that's exactly the point. The minister
did not act swiftly. There was no concern expressed
in June. There was no concern expressed in August,
but now she grounds the service.

Mr. Speaker, on August the 28th | asked the
Health minister if she had confidence in STARS.
She answered, | have confidence that STARS is
providing excellent service. Now, that was exactly
when Manitobans had become aware of a second
critical incident with respect to STARS.

After both the Morgan Moar-Campbell incident
and that second incident, the minister indicated a
critical incident report would took-take place.

My question to the minister is: Did the authors
of either of those critical incident reports call for the
grounding of STARS?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): I can assure
Manitobans that up until the suspension of
STARS, my office had been advised that STARS
was providing appropriate medical emergency
procedures.

In the time that STARS has been here, and let
me just refrain—or let people know that we've had
STARS in the province since 2009 when they helped
with flooding then, 2011 when they helped with
flooding then, and since they've been in service here
we have seen them fly almost 700 flights and help
nearly 430 patients, many of those patients who
probably have STARS to thank for their health
today.

But, Mr. Speaker, when we got medical advice
this weekend from the doctors who advise us, from
whose opinions we take, that they had serious
concerns, we acted swiftly, we acted appropriately.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, we have always
maintained that Manitobans need a high degree
of confidence that STARS ambulance service is
operating safely.

Now, the minister is on the record in the
summer, the Health minister says, | have confidence
that STARS is providing excellent services, and then
the minister grounds STARS.

The question is: When did the minister first
receive a recommendation to ground STARS? Was
it just after Thursday, or was it earlier, after the
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Moar-Campbell incident or after that other
previously undisclosed incident? Did this minister
cover up recommendations from those critical
incident reports to ground STARS while she was
busy telling Manitobans that this was a safe service?
What is this minister not telling Manitobans?

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, this government brought
in critical incident review legislation because we
believe in letting people know exactly what is going
on. Up until this third critical incident, our offices,
Manitoba Health, was assured by the medical doctors
that we were providing a safe service. Over the
weekend serious concerns were raised and we acted
swiftly, as Manitobans would expect us to do.

We will take the opinion of medical doctors over
the opinion of the opposition any day.

Training Completion Fund
Fund Shortage

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): Mr. Speaker, on
August the 8th, 2013, the Department of Advanced
Education stated, quote: A preliminary review of the
Training Completion Fund has indicated that the
current accumulated total in the fund is insufficient
to provide for the adequate financial protection in the
event of a large school ceases to operate.

I ask the Minister of Education and Advanced
Learning: What actions are being taken to address
this shortfall?

Hon. James Allum (Minister of Education and
Advanced Learning): | appreciate the question from
the member.

Of course, we on this side of the House
are focused on better training and educational
opportunities to keeping young Manitobans in
Manitoba and making sure our students are well
educated. We're focused on jobs and the economy,
providing good opportunities for all of our students
to make sure that they're well positioned to go on and
have good jobs, lead good lives and have healthy and
productive families.

That's what we do on this side of the House.
They don't have a plan at all.

Financial Contribution Review

Mr. Briese: Mr. Speaker, obviously, the minister
has no idea what these questions are based on.

The same letter went on to say, quote: Until
a comprehensive review of the TCF is undertaken
and a target value identified, a change in amount

and frequency of TCF contributions will not be
considered.

| ask the minister: Has the review been

undertaken, and if not, why not?

Mr. Allum: Again, | thank the member for the
guestion.

Mr. Speaker, we're concentrating on improving
the foundation of our post-secondary institutions.
We're making sure that they're well funded. We're
making sure that we're working on pensions.
We're making sure that we're working on—-working
with faculty to make sure that we offer the best,
most affordable, most accessible, quality education
to post-secondary students in this province.

That's what we're going to continue to do. I'm
not sure what their plan is.

Mr. Briese: Mr. Speaker, he's obviously not sure of
a lot of things, like what the training competition
fund is.

Mr. Speaker, the minister knows the fund is not
adequate, yet does nothing. He is failing to protect
post-secondary students in Manitoba. The problem
has been identified, yet the minister takes no action.

Why has he failed to call a review?

Mr. Allum: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member wants
us to go over the top in our criticisms of the system,
but we don't do that on this side of the House. We
work with all of our post-secondary institutions to
strengthen them, to make sure that they're affordable,
that they're accessible, that we provide high quality
education so that our young people have jobs, stay in
this province and grow up and have good, healthy
families here.

That's what we're doing on this side of the
House. They know that they've never had a plan,
they never will, and we're unlikely ever to see one.

Program for International Student Assessment
Test Score Results

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): And, Mr.
Speaker, it's difficult for our young people to get the
jobs that we think they deserve if they don't have
high quality education.

And today there are more statistics released that
this government is failing students, Mr. Speaker.
Today's report showed that Manitoba finished eighth
in Canada when it comes to math skills, they finished
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ninth in Canada when it comes to reading and ninth
in Canada when it comes to science.

Since the NDP government came into
government, they've talked about making education a
priority, but every time these results come out, we do
worse, Mr. Speaker, not better.

Despite the fact that rotating ministers of
Education have made promises from the NDP, Mr.
Speaker, why is it the more they promise to make
education a priority, the worse our students do on
these results?

Hon. James Allum (Minister of Education and
Advanced Learning): | thank the member for the
question. This is an important matter of public

policy.

As the Premier (Mr. Selinger) just said a few
minutes ago, we on this side of the House believe
that these results are unacceptable. We find them
disappointing, and we expect to make improvements
going on into the future. Just this morning, I've
talked with all of our educational partners—teachers,
trustees, superintendents and representatives from
parents—to discuss these test results. And my
message, really, to them, Mr. Speaker, was quite
simple: We must do more to work together to ensure
that these results improve.

That's why we are reducing class sizes to make
sure that there's one-on-one activity between the
teacher and the student, to make sure that they're
properly prepared to go on and have a good
academic career.

That's our plan. Again, they don't have one.

Mr. Goertzen: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister
quotes the Premier, and he says that the Premier says
that these results are unacceptable and the Premier
ensures that we're going to do better.

I want to quote the Premier as well. The Premier
said, we're going to have more kids doing better as
we roll out a new curriculum, Mr. Speaker. Now,
that wasn't what he said a few minutes ago. He
actually said that three years ago on December 9th.
That's what the Premier said in 2010 when these
results came out before. He said that it was
unacceptable and we were going to do better.

Was he not telling the truth today? Was he not
telling the truth back then?

Mr. Allum: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the member
would-was willing to tell the truth, he would actually

tell this House what he has in mind for an
educational plan in this province. He doesn't have
one.

The truth of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that we
have revisited the math curriculum in our schools
from K to 8. We have revisited the curriculum from
language—for language arts on both the English and
the French side.

We do have a new math professor going into the
University of Winnipeg to work with our student
teachers so we can train the trainer better, teach the
teachers better. And, Mr. Speaker, we're reaching out
to parents in order to talk to them to make sure that
they have the tools to talk to teachers and to talk to
students to ensure that we have the best education
system in the province that we can have.

* (14:00)

Our goal is to invest in education. Their goal is
to cut, cut, cut.

Mr. Goertzen: I'm the parent of a young child, and |
suspect I'm a lot like a lot of parents. When my son
comes home every day, and when I'm home, | ask
him, what did you learn in school today? | don't ask
him, what did the government spend on you in
school today? Because, ultimately, it's not about
what the government is spending on him, it's what he
is learning.

Now, the Premier made a commitment. The
Premier made a commitment in this House three
years ago after results were actually better than these
results today. He said, we're going to have more Kids
doing better as we roll out new curriculum. Now,
three years later, not only are they not doing better,
they're actually doing worse.

Why is it that the more the Premier makes
promises, the worse he actually does?

Mr. Allum: Mr. Speaker, we do take these results
very, very seriously.

But | want to remind the member, before he
jumps off a rhetorical cliff into an abyss of his own
making, that graduation rates in this province since
2002 have increased by 13 per cent, from 71 to 84.
On this side of the House we're making classes
smaller from K to 8. We're hiring more teachers,
213, in fact. We're building more schools.

They don't do any of those things, and in my two
years in this House the member of-from Steinbach
and the Leader of the Opposition have not tabled one
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plan to improve education in this province. We're
unlikely ever to see one.

Community Pasture Program
Provincial Government Plan

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): | think the new
down is now an up; they spend more and get less.
They have no credibility.

Mr. Speaker, Manitoba's been given an
opportunity to take charge of community pastures.
Once the contract was over, which is now, most of
the community pastures have closed. They have an
opportunity to show leadership on this issue.

Since the task force was formed nearly a year
ago—and asked this Province, this Minister of
Agriculture, to step forward and provide an update
on what is really the role of the Province in this
issue. Are they going to be involved, yes or no?

Hon. Ron Kostyshyn (Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development): | guess, for
the record, we should just let it out right off the
start. Thanks to our federal government who has
chosen not to stand behind the cattle industry in
the province of Manitoba, choose to off-load the
community pastures to whoever wishes to take it,
this government takes it very seriously.

We support the cattle industry in the province of
Manitoba and we are in discussions with our
stakeholder group to find solutions to have the cattle
industry stay functional in the province of Manitoba.

Mr. Eichler: Mr. Speaker, I'd advise the member
opposite not to stand behind them but, in fact, stand
up for cattle producers. That's really what he should
be doing.

As we understand, the community pastures are
now closed for the season. The—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I'm not sure what
was in the lunch today. Members are getting very
excited here, | know, and | know they're waiting
with great anticipation for the question of the
honourable member for Lakeside. So please give him
the opportunity to ask his question and to be heard.

Mr. Eichler: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The problem is we need leadership and direction
on what is going to happen, not only for those jobs
that have now been closed since community pastures
have left, the bull stock is still in the pastures, need

to be looked after. So, Mr. Speaker, these producers
cannot wait 'til the eleventh hour for a decision for
next year's pasture plan.

So | ask the minister: What timeline can
producers expect from a decision from this
government what they're going to do? Are they in,
they out, or are they going to stand behind the cows?

Mr. Kostyshyn: It's very appropriate, | should say,
that members opposite are still out in the pasture,
because they haven't even come forward with a
resolution to the federal government to ask for
support of the cattle industry in the province of
Manitoba.

And it is somewhat disturbing that-the member
opposite should choose words very, very carefully. |
want to assure the members opposite, as a cattle
producer for 35 years of my life, | still believe in the
cattle industry and I will be there for the cattle
industry for the province of Manitoba, and | hope
you would relay some communication to your
federal counterparts to support the cattle industry as
well.

Mr. Speaker: May | caution the honourable
Minister of  Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development, please, when he's answering questions
to please place his comments through the Chair and
not to other members directly in the Chamber.

Mr. Eichler: Sometimes when you stand behind the
cow, you shouldn't breathe in, Mr. Speaker.

We all know with beef, the numbers of stock
have been on the decline. In order to maintain what
producers and the community pastures need, they
need action from this government. The government
broke their promises on the educational tax rebate.
They need an extra $250,000 just to make up the
shortfall from this government breaking their
promise in the education tax alone.

So | ask the minister again: Will he stand up for
producers, stand up and make sure the community
pastures are going to be open, yes or no? What's this
government's true commitment?

Mr. Kostyshyn: Mr. Speaker, let me be clear again.
Obviously, it's been the federal Conservative Party
that have chosen to cut the program, not us, and for
some reason they want to deflect the blame onto us.

Maybe if we were able to get some of the
senators' money and put it towards community
pastures, maybe we'd all be better off then. | do
see $93 million being a worthwhile investment in
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community pastures rather than paying the senators.
Thank you so much.

Mr. Speaker: Any further questions?

STARS Service
Request to Table Contract

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
the government has suspended the STARS helicopter
service because of a tragedy last week.

In view of the now three critical incidents
and a total of some 15 other incidents which the
government says it's investigating with respect to the
STARS service, it's important that the public know
precisely what was in the government's contract with
STARS with respect to the guarantees of high quality
service to the people of Manitoba.

I ask the Premier to act today to share this
information with Manitobans by tabling the
untendered $100-million contract with STARS
helicopter service.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, as you
know, there is in Manitoba a unique procedure that is
followed by this government, implemented by this
government, called critical incident reviews. Any
time a serious situation occurs, such as we've
seen here, and families are put at a tremendous
disadvantage and have seen losses in their lives
because of inappropriate service, a critical incident
review is done. The results of that review are
made public, first with the family and then with the
wider health-care system, and those critical incident
reviews are used to drive improvements in the
system. They're used to drive improvements in the
system, and the recommendations are followed and
shared publicly, and the improvements are made in
the interests of best service.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, we're talking here about
what was in the government's $100-million contract
with STARS service that would guarantee quality
of health-care delivery, because that is what is at
question right now.

And it may be that the government doesn't
ordinarily disclose commercial contracts, but in
this case we're dealing with a situation where
there've already been unintended consequences,
where people's lives have been severely impacted.
The public not only has a right to see the contract but
a right to know what was in the contract with respect
to guarantees of quality health-care delivery.

I ask the Premier: Will he act today and produce
the contract and table it in this Legislature?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, | believe the member
wants to ensure that there's good services offered to
Manitobans, which is exactly why the service was
brought into Manitoba first in 2009 during the flood
events then, brought back in 2011 during the flood
events then, and then continuity of service was
provided after the 2011 flood.

And any time an incident occurs, it is reviewed
through our critical incident review process,
recommendations are shared with the family,
improvements are made in the system. Now, there's a
systemic review being done of 15 cases here by a
physician, a medical person outside the province of
Manitoba, that will take a thorough look at it, will
make recommendations on what improvements need
to be made in the system.

* (14:10)

And | can assure the member opposite that that
is the point of having the STARS system in the first
place, to have a timely response to people when they
are in a position of medical crisis, whether it's a flood
or otherwise. And we will continue to offer that
service to Manitoba after these reviews are done and
we can be assured by medical professions, their
advice will assure us that the service is being offered
in a way that is appropriate and safe for the patients.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, the Premier's not
listening to the question. It has to do with the
contract that he has signed. The executive director of
Health Emergency Management is saying of STARS'
efforts that basic medical practices and basic medical
advice appear not to have been followed.

Mr. Speaker, the public has a right to know the
details of the contract that the government signed
with STARS, but the Premier is keeping Manitobans
in the dark by refusing to table this contract so that
Manitobans can fully know and understand what
we're getting for a hundred million dollars.

Should the-I ask the Premier: Should Manitoba
decide to terminate the STARS contract, can the
Premier at least tell us today how much it will
cost Manitobans to end the untendered $100-million
contract if the service is found deficient?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the focus is on patient
safety, which is why the critical incident reviews are
being done, and out of an abundance of caution,
additional reviews are being done of patients that
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have been transported by the STARS system by an
outside medical professional from British Columbia.
Medical advice is followed in all cases with respect
to how services are provided by STARS, including
putting medical professionals like doctors on the
planes when patients are being transported.

The focus of the reviews is patient safety. The
focus of the review is being done by medical
professionals, including doctors with expertise in this
area, and their recommendations will be followed
to ensure that safety occurs, whether it's on the
ground, in the air or in an ambulance. Anywhere
that that safety patient transportation is being
done, appropriate medical advice will be sought and
followed to ensure safety for people.

That's the purpose of the review, that's the
focus of the review, and the results will drive
improvements in the system.

Highway 9
Upgrade Announcement

Mr. Gregory Dewar (Selkirk): | am pleased to
report to the House that the highway road show
continues, Mr. Speaker.

In 1995, the Filmon government promised to
rebuild the intersection of Highway 9 and 27; they
did nothing. Later on, they promised to rebuild the
Highway No. 9 between Selkirk and Winnipeg; they
did nothing. The members opposite are talkers; we
are doers on this side of the House. They are no-
they're no-shows. All they are is talk.

My question to the minister of transportation is:
Will he update the House today about the important
investments that we made into Highway No. 9?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): To quote Tom Cochrane, life
is a highway, and, Mr. Speaker, no one is more of a
doer than the member for Selkirk.

I was very pleased, thanks to the advocacy of
the member for Selkirk, the member of Gimli and
communities up and down Highway 9, to announce
that we're investing, Mr. Speaker, $45 million in
upgrading Highway 9. This would not happen
without the 1 cent on the dollar. | want to say that
it's going to be the biggest single investment on
Highway 9 since it was constructed in the 1950s.
We're going from Winnipeg to Winnipeg Beach.

The bottom line is, Mr. Speaker, our
government, our NDP government's committed to
infrastructure. The bottom line is the Conservatives

oppose it. And I'm really proud that we're investing
in a historic way throughout Manitoba.

Today it's Highway 9. I'm not even sure, Mr.
Speaker, where we're going to go next, because it is a
road show going around the province. Every region
is going to see a major reinvestment because of this
government.

Libraries
Service Reduction

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): Road show
or gong show, Mr. Speaker?

I'm not quite-since the new minister took
over the department of tourism, culture, sport and
consumer affairs, a few unfortunate things have
happened. One example is that open-shelf library
services in Manitoba have been reduced, limiting
rural Manitobans' access to historical literature from
Manitoba libraries.

Mr. Speaker, we know that respect for Manitoba
citizens and Manitoba's heritage are not priorities for
this NDP government.

I would like to ask the minister responsible: Are
these service limitations a result of the new minister's
mismanagement?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Tourism, Culture,
Heritage, Sport and Consumer Protection): We
know the opposition is a no-show and no-grow party.

And, Mr. Speaker, we're continuing to work with
libraries around the province, and municipalities as
well, with regard to the services provided by many of
the libraries in the province, and members opposite
should know that we'll continue to work hard on be—
on their behalf.

Dalnavert Museum
Closure

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, the more this minister continues to work
hard, the less and less services Manitobans get.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that this provincial
government has no vision for the future; equally as
concerning is that they also have no respect for our
province's past. The Dalnavert Museum, once home
to Sir Hugh John Macdonald, a former Manitoba
premier, has since closed, and no assistance or even
comment from the minister responsible has been
offered.



December 3, 2013

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 581

Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to ask the minister
responsible: Are these service limitations a result of
the new minister's mismanagement?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Tourism, Culture,
Heritage, Sport and Consumer Protection): Just
the previous announcement by the Minister of
Infrastructure and Transportation (Mr. Ashton)
shows, and the members opposite don't get, the
connection of dots, for example, between culture,
heritage, tourism. When you're investing $67 million
in Highway No. 10 from Brandon all the way to
Clear Lake or to the peace gardens, that's a true
investment, a real investment in infrastructure, Mr.
Speaker, on tourism in the province of Manitoba.
Hundreds and hundreds and thousands of jobs
depend on culture, heritage and tourism in this
province.

And, Mr. Speaker, every single initiative,
whether it's highways, improvement of highways,
that investment in tourism in the province of
Manitoba, members opposite have voted against
those initiatives every single time. So we don't know,
really, where they're coming from-—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Literacy Prizes
Funding Cuts

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, it's going to be interesting on which
portfolio this minister's moving on to next.

Mr. Speaker, nothing is more important to
people than preserving their unique heritage;
unfortunately, the NDP continually fail to realize
this. Earlier this year, the NDP cut funding to three
prominent literacy prizes. These prizes were meant
to honour Manitoba's culture and heritage. Now we
see many services suffering from further NDP
mismanagement.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the minister
responsible for tourism, culture, sport and consumer
affairs: Are these service limitations and program
cuts a result of the new minister's mismanagement or
lack of respect for Manitobans' heritage?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Tourism, Culture,
Heritage, Sport and Consumer Protection): Just a
comment with regard-and | thank the member for
the question—with regard to heritage objects in this
province, Mr. Speaker, I'll give you one quick
example of the pride this province has. When we

took a look at the new building of the MTS Centre—
which members opposite opposed, by the way-we
took a look at a statue that many Manitobans, many
Winnipeggers were very fond of, Timothy Eaton's
statue. It's this government on this side that declared
that statue a heritage object, and now it resides in the
Manitoba—the MTS Centre.

So with regard to that, the heritage that we talk
about, whether it's the facade on the downtown Red
River Community College, Mr. Speaker, and other
buildings in this city but also throughout the
province, our track record speaks for itself. Heritage
is truly important to the province of Manitoba, as
well as—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

PST Increase
Request to Reverse

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): Families in
this province are having a hard time thanks to the
NDP. Inflation is high, taxes are even higher, and
more and more families are able to afford less and
less. Sporting equipment costs more. Insurance costs
more. Gas costs more. The things that families need
are things they simply can no longer afford.

Mr. Speaker, will this government stop
punishing Manitoba families and reverse this illegal
PST hike?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Finance): I'm
glad I got a question today. It gives me a chance to
stand up and tell the Leader of the Opposition,
yesterday he claimed that he never advocated for a
two-tier health-care system. | want to refer him to the
transcript from CJOB on Tuesday, May 28th. | know
sometimes what he thinks he says and what he
actually says are different things, but | want him to
know that he said, you know, two-tier health care is a
delivery system that we need. Then he was asked, so
does that mean that if you have a couple hundred
bucks, you could get an ultrasound faster in
Manitoba? What did he say in answer to that
guestion? I think that's what Manitobans want to see.
So that is what he stands for.

* (14:20)

I have to tell you, if families in this province
have to pay before they get the kind of tests that they
need, if they get to jump in line because they have
money, that is going to be extremely hard on
families. That's the—
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Time for oral questions has expired.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Mr. Speaker: Time for members' statements.
International Day of Persons With Disabilities

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): Mr.
Speaker, today is a very important day for
Manitobans and people around the globe. Today is
International Day of Persons with Disabilities.
On behalf of the Progressive Conservative Party,
I would like to show our continuing support for
individuals with disabilities on this very important
day.

Mr. Speaker, over one billion people, or
approximately 15 per cent of the world's population,
live with some form of disability. In comparison,
in Manitoba 1 in 6, or 170,000 people live with a
disability.

People with disabilities are faced with numerous
barriers that limit their independence and success in
this province. For instance, 18.9 per cent of families
where the income earner has a working limited
physical or mental disability are considered low
income.

Mr. Speaker, our caucus is proud to support
Bill 26 and the work of Barrier-Free Manitoba, the
Province's access advisory committee and other
stakeholders whom both we and the government
consult with. The Accessibility for Manitobans Act
is a major move forward in achieving equality for
disabled Manitobans, helping to ensure that all
Manitobans have the fair access they deserve to full
economic and social integration.

I want to take a few moments to single out a few
individuals that our caucus has had the pleasure
of working with, some of whom are here today:
Mr. Patrick Falconer of the Barrier-Free steering—
Manitoba steering committee; Mr. John Young from
the Independent Living Resource Centre; Mr. David
Kron of the Cerebral Palsy Association of Manitoba;
Mr. Lanny Mclnness of the retail council of
Manitoba; and many others, Mr. Speaker, who have
provided their support and their words of wisdom.

Mr. Speaker, it is my view, and | think the view
of probably all members in this House, that societies
are often judged by how they treat their most
vulnerable, and | think this legislation is a step in

the right direction. Sometimes, though, people fail
to realize or perhaps admit that there exists an
irony between personal ideals and political reality.
The recognition of barriers faced by people with
disabilities does not much—to limit this irony.

To that end, I'd like to cite Reinhold Niebuhr's
1952 work of The Irony of American History for this
House to consider in recognizing the work of the
disability community, which has been accomplished
and what lies ahead: Nothing works—nothing worth
doing is completed in our lifetime, therefore, we
must be saved by hope. Nothing true or beautiful
or good makes complete sense in any immediate
context of history, therefore, we must be saved
by faith. Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be
accomplished alone, therefore we are saved by life.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Flin Flon Community Choir

Mr. Clarence Pettersen (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker,
this weekend the Flin Flon Community Choir was far
away from home. On Sunday, dozens of members
from our community went to New York City, the Big
Apple, to join voices with choirs from around the
world. Hailing from Singapore to Sudbury, eight
international choirs and individual American singers
sang a modern arrangement of Handel's Messiah to a
sold-out crowd.

Though 1 feel a little slighted | wasn't chosen
to lend my own beautiful singing voice, Mr.
Speaker, it is thrilling to hear of our very own
Flin Flon Community Choir performing at such an
internationally renowned event. Their performance
was part of the Distinguished Concerts International
New York concert series which brings together
notable musicians from around the world to perform.

Additional members of our community choir
supported the choir while they travelled: Tom
Goodman, Bill Paulley and Bill Jackson. These
husbands of choir members didn't quite make the
cut either, and have since turned their sights on
becoming Flin Flon Community Choir groupies
instead.

This is not the first time the community choir
have performed outside the community. They have
travelled throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan
and have even performed at Carnegie Hall. This is
thanks to no small part to organizer Crystal Kolt,
who continues to be such a passionate advocate for
Flin Flon cultural organizations.
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Mr. Speaker, BBC Music Magazine named this
performance the No. 1 live event for Christmas in
North America. I'd like to extend my warmest
congratulations to the Flin Flon Community Choir on
their performance this Sunday.

I think it's time to update the old tune, New
York, New York, to something a little more local.
Maybe something along the lines: Start spreading the
news/ Flin Flon, Flin Flon-

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Gary Gilmour

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, today | rise to congratulate Gary Gilmour
on being named 2013 Winkler Citizen of the Year.

Gary grew up in Winnipeg, moved to Winkler in
1976 as a lawyer with Dyck Dunlop Law. He has
practised law for the past 37 years. He currently has
his own practice at Gary Gilmour Law Office. Gary
is a life bencher after serving 11 years with the law
society.

Gary is highly involved in his adopted
community. He joined the Winkler Lions Club
the first year he lived in the community. He served
in many capacities on the board and on committees.
And even though the club was dissolved in
2013, Gary continues his involvement through
initiatives that he assisted in setting up. The Amy
Janzen fund was created, assisting individuals with
emergency medical needs not covered by Manitoba
Health. Chairing as the host committee to the
Canadian Blood Services, Winkler Lions Club holds
the Manitoba record as the host organization for
the most successful one-day regular blood donor
clinic, with 235 units of blood. In 2011, Gary was
recognized with the Lieutenant Governor's Make A
Difference Community Award for the central region.

Gary has always been engaged in sports, either
as an athlete, organizer or coach. Over the years, he
organized a tennis club, a badminton club and junior
hockey, to name a few.

Gary sat on numerous boards and held
many positions: Winkler chamber of commerce, the
Lions Club, Winkler Community Foundation, sports
committees, the upcoming 2014 Power Smart
Manitoba Games. And, Mr. Speaker, let me add that
he has served as association president for five
different MLAs on his local PC association. That
may be a record.

Mr. Speaker, the Winnipeg—the Winkler
foundation allows the citizen of the year to direct
$1,000 in granting, and Gary and his wife, Penny,
chose to donate $500 to the Pembina Valley Humane
Society and the second $500 will go back to establish
a separate fund for education. This grant will be
available to all students, in any year of study, plus it
will be open to students attending university, college
or vocational programs.

Congratulations to Gary on being named the
2013 Winkler Citizen of the Year.

Chambers Family House Fire

Ms. Nancy Allan (St. Vital): On the afternoon of
November 22nd, a tragic house fire occurred in
my constituency, taking one person's life and leaving
a mother and her daughter without a home. My
deepest condolences go out to the family of Robert
Chambers who passed away in the fire.

Mr. Chambers lived in the Hindley Avenue
home with his daughter, Shaunelle, and his
granddaughter. Both mother and daughter were taken
to hospital and, fortunately, have been released. It's
hard to imagine the pain this family is experiencing.
They have lost a beloved father and grandfather and
also their home. | extend my best wishes to the
Chambers family as they recover from this terrible
misfortune.

Through this tragedy, | see a glimmer of
hope. The St. Vital community is pulling together
to support Shaunelle and her daughter. Nothing can
replace the family they lost, but generous donations
from the community can make a real difference as
they work to regain their footing.

Teen Stop Jeunesse, a local youth drop-in centre,
is collecting donations for the family. They've seen a
tremendous amount of support, including donations
of furniture. Their storage is quickly filling up. The
Evangel Chapel Church in St. Vital is also lending
a hand. They opened a bank account in the family's
name and are collecting donations of furniture,
clothes, food and money. The family's pets were
rescued from the fire and are in good care at the
Winnipeg Humane Society.

It's amazing to see how people and organizations
have graciously lent a hand to the Chambers family.
I'd like to especially thank the brave firefighters of
the Winnipeg fire department who put their lives
at risk for the Chambers family. We are forever
grateful.
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It is inspiring to witness how a community can
come together when one of our neighbours is
faced with adversity. | know these efforts will help
Shaunelle and her daughter find their way through
this difficult time.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Gladstone Auction Mart Celebrates 50 years

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): I'm pleased to
rise in the House today to acknowledge the
50th anniversary of the Gladstone Auction Mart,
a provider of livestock products and services in
Gladstone, Manitoba, since 1963. The mart's central
local in the middle of our country and along
Highway 16 has helped make it accessible to buyers
from across the country.

* (14:30)

When the auction mart was started, 232 shares
were sold at $50 each to area farmers. Eight farmers
from the area sat on the first board. The purpose of
creating this auction mart was to give surrounding
farmers a place to get a fair market price for their
livestock. Their success is due to all those who
had cattle supporting Gladstone Auction Mart
instead of trucking them long distances. Today, the
mart employs 20 people and has 500 shareholders.
Shareholders now include people from British
Columbia and all the way to Ontario.

Over the last 50 years the mart has seen many
changes in the livestock industry. Today the auction
mart holds primarily cattle sales with a few horse
sales each year. At one time the market had a peak
year, selling 4,400 head, but since BSE in 2003
they have seen a number of producers leave the
industry. In the early days hogs were the No. 1 seller.
Gladstone Auction Mart held the largest hog sales in
the province. At one time sales reached 42,000 hogs
per year. Horse sales were also quite popular at one
time when there were a lot of PMU farmers. Sheep
and goat sales were also added in the 1970s. Hog
sales, sheep sales and goat sales were discontinued in
2002.

There have been a number of upgrades over
the past 50 years. They've expanded their pens
to the capacity of 1,500 head; parking lot's been
redone. Eight years ago the mart moved to a fully
computerized system. Auction mart's continued
existence is thanks to a former board member and
former manager of 23 years, Mr. Les Foxon, and
another former board member, Mr. Verne McGowan.
In the '70s, these men each put up a quarter section

of land as security against a loan to keep the mart
operational.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members of the House
join me in wishing all those involved in the success
of Gladstone Auction Mart all the best as they
celebrate this 50th anniversary, and | hope that they
have continued success for at least another 50 years.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
(Continued)

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. Speaker: Seeing no grievances, orders of the
day, government business.

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Acting Government
House Leader): Would you please call third reading
of the following bills: Bill 26, Bill 15, Bill 5, Bill 17,
Bill 29 and Bill 35.

Mr. Speaker: We'll be calling bills in the following
order: Bill 26, followed by bills 15, 5, 17, 29
and 35, starting with Bill 26, The Accessibility for
Manitobans Act.

CONCURRENCE AND THIRD READINGS
Bill 26-The Accessibility for Manitobans Act

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister responsible for
Persons with Disabilities): | move, seconded by the
Minister of Municipal Government (Mr. Struthers),
that Bill 26, The Accessibility for Manitobans Act;
Loi sur l'accessibilité pour les Manitobains, as
amended and reported from the Standing Committee
on Social and Economic Development, be concurred
in and be now read for a third time and passed.

Motion presented.

Ms. Howard: It gives me great pleasure and honour
to be able to rise today to speak to third reading of
this bill, and before | start, | know you welcomed our
guests earlier. | also want to welcome them. | want to
particularly welcome Nick and Andrew Minenko
who | see up there. | know that their dad, Victor, was
here, their friend, Aaron, and | want to welcome
them because Victor, the father of these two fine
young men worked very hard on this bill for a very
long time. And | want to welcome Nick because last
year—| think it was at probably one of the open
houses around this time. Nick came to me and he
was very excited about this piece of legislation, and
he asked me if | could name it after him, and | said |
don't think the lawyers will let me do that, but | do
want you to come and hear it when we get to talk
about it in the Legislature. And so he's here today,
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and I'm glad he is, and we'll think of it in our hearts
as the Nick Minenko bill, even if we can't quite get
that into the title.

Today, of course, is the United Nations
International Day of Persons with Disabilities, and it
is appropriate today that we're having this discussion
about this bill. It has been a journey, this piece
of legislation, and | want to reflect a little bit on
that journey this afternoon. And | also want to
welcome many of the folks who've come along on
this journey who | see up in the gallery, people
from the community advocacy groups that have been
working very hard for the passage of this bill.

So this piece of legislation had its birth, I guess,
Six years ago now, maybe five or six years ago when
a group of people came to me with an idea, and their
idea was that Manitoba adopt legislation similar to
what Ontario had done, legislation that would set out
a framework for achieving greater accessibility in
our province.

And | will say at first | was a skeptic. |
didn't completely understand how a piece of
legislation, how a law could help make things more
accessible. But we had many conversations and
those conversations also took us—-myself along
with John Wyndels, who works for the Disabilities
Issues Office, who's also been key in getting to this
moment-took us on a journey to Toronto where
we met with several people, the minister there,
people who had worked on the legislation both in the
community sector and in the civil service. And we
got very good information about what the legislation
could achieve, as well as good information about
perhaps some of the things that they wished that
they had done differently. And | should also thank
David Lepofsky who was a leading advocate for this
legislation in Ontario and who has been helpful with
both advice and criticism along the way to get to
today.

So we got that information and then we came
back, and the thing that was clear to me was that
there was great promise here.

I view this legislation as transformative for this
province. | view this legislation in the same way
perhaps that workplace safety and health legislation
was seen when it was first brought in. At some point
in time, people stopped asking why are people
getting injured at work and started talking about how
they could prevent it. | see this legislation in the
same way.

We have for many, many years had the rights,
as people with disabilities, to inclusion, to equal
opportunity in this province and in this country. And
those rights have been exercised mostly through
complaints at the Human Rights Commission, and
we are thankful that that commission exists, and
we're thankful for all the people who've had the
courage to move forward with complaints and get
results. But we also know that if we continue to fight
for accessibility, what has been called one ramp at a
time, it's going to take much longer than needed to
get there.

And so what we wanted to do was, of course,
keep the process in terms of human rights legislation,
but also back that process up so that we could have
conversations in this province about how we make
things more accessible so people don't have to launch
a complaint. And we knew that if we were going to
do that, we had to reach out beyond the community
that was already talking about accessibility. People
with disabilities, organizations and the people that
work with people with disabilities have been having
these conversations for decades. And there are good
examples of people in governments, provincial and
municipal governments and federal governments,
people in the private sector that | have met who have
also had those conversations and gone out to do what
they can to make places more accessible.

But beyond people who have the awareness and
the goodwill to do something, we weren't really
talking to other folks who also have the power to
make change, who also have the power to make the
world more accessible. And so we wanted to bring
them into the conversation, and I'm very thankful
that we were able to do that, that they approached
this with an open mind and that they came to the
table and they worked with us.

And so we had representatives—I know some
of who may be here today-from the Retail
Council, from the hotel and restaurant associations,
because we knew that their businesses would be
affected by the decisions that we were going to make
and we wanted them at the table as we went along
that journey. And I think that process of having
those conversations between people who represent
businesses, who represent municipal governments,
and people who live with disabilities and people who
work with and champion the rights of people of
disabilities beyond achieving legislation which has a
high degree of consensus in this province, it has also
led to conversations about how do we make
employment more open to people with disabilities,
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how do we challenge the attitudes that still exist
today that convey stigma to—for people with
disabilities.

We know that for many, many people, it is just a
matter of not knowing what to do when someone
with a disability comes into their office or their store
or their restaurant.

People, | believe, in Manitoba—and frankly this
is my view of humanity generally—people want to do
good in the world; they want to be welcoming; they
want to be accepting; they want to create a world
where we all have equality of opportunity where we
can all prosper. But sometimes we don't know how
to do that. And sometimes not knowing makes us
embarrassed, makes us afraid, and so we react in
ways that maybe aren't always appropriate.

* (14:40)

And we know that the promise of this
legislation—where it's been tried in places like
Ontario, in places like the United States where it was
brought in over 20 years ago-the big promise of
this legislation isn't only to, hopefully, make
buildings more accessible, to, hopefully, open up job
opportunities for people with disabilities. The real
promise of this is to change attitudes, to help people
see that people with disabilities have much, much to
offer, and with a little bit of knowledge and a little
bit of awareness we can make tremendous change. It
doesn't have to be at great cost financially. It is to—
sometimes, simply knowing what to do, how to offer
service.

And so today, | think, is a historic day. | know
that whenever it happens that | no longer have the
privilege of sitting here, that | will look back at this
legislation as something that was worth my time
here. Lately, | try to judge my days by asking myself
at the end of the day, was it worth me spending these
eight, 10, 12 hours away from my kid today? Did |
accomplish anything that | can say to him, it was
worth me not being with you today because | did
something important? And today, when we pass this
bill, 1 will be able to go home and say, without a
doubt, that it was important that | was here today,
that the change that we're going to make today is not
only going to benefit me, is not only going to benefit
the people that have come here today to witness this.
It is going to benefit generations and generations and
generations of Manitobans, and | am so thankful that
we will stand united today in this Chamber and
give approval to third reading of this bill, because |
think today we are changing the world and those

opportunities don't come along that often in this line
of work.

So | want to thank the members opposite of all
parties who've been along on this journey, who've
offered helpful advice and their support. This is a
good day, Mr. Speaker. We should celebrate. Thank
you.

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): |
appreciate the words put on the record by the
member for-or the Minister responsible for the
Persons with Disabilities. | know that she's worked
hard on this initiative, and | know that the
community has worked very hard at getting the voice
of government, or the ear of government, and have
been a strong voice in their efforts. And so | believe
it's a very important day for many Manitobans,
including members that are in the gallery today
wanting to make sure that this legislation moves
forward.

And, today being International Day of Persons
With Disabilities, | would like to indicate that
members on this side of the House, the Progressive
Conservative caucus, will continue to show their
support for individuals with disabilities on this
day and every day going forward. Mr. Speaker, we
believe this is a very, very important initiative. We
know that this legislation is needed. It could be
stronger. We've had discussions in questions and in
debate as well as during committee, and | believe
that it has been a good dialogue with the minister and
| have appreciated the opportunity to learn as | have
become involved in this file.

And we-what we've learned is that people
with disabilities have-are faced with numerous
barriers that limit their independence and limit their
success in this province, and we need to do more,
Mr. Speaker. You know, last year we saw that there
was a serious spike in complaints based on disability
discrimination in Manitoba through the human-
Manitoba Human Rights Commission. And, you
know, we-what we learned from that is that
there's some ignorance. There's obviously a lack of
education or understanding of the barriers that many
Manitobas—Manitobans face and a need for us to get
a better understanding and to do what we can as
Manitobans to ensure that we are addressing those
needs.

Now, this legislation will be positive. It'l
provide education. It'll provide information on the
four principles that are going to be the framework for
this legislation: access, equality, universal design and
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systemic responsibility. And | believe that there
could have been one step further, in that we could
have attached timelines to this. I know that this is
something that the disability community had said
they wanted to see was some type of commitment
that would show accountability to the four areas of-
or the four principles of this bill, and that would
definitely have provided some assurances to the
community that the government was going to be
acting—and acting in a timely manner.

The legislation that has been put forward
will address some critical challenges, but every
Manitoba—but having—keeping in mind that every
Manitoban deserves the right to participate fully and
meaningfully in their community.

And | indicated, | think, at a reception in my
community where | live, we're quite proud of our
swinging bridge and during the 2011 flood it was
decided that the bridge had to be 'tearn'-torn down
during the flood. They felt that it may cause more
damage to residences downstream and so they tore it
down. This year it has been rebuilt and it's built very
strongly.

It's—and one individual in our community who
I've known in all the years that I've lived there, for
the 15-plus years, he's always around town. He's got
a motorized scooter, and he's everywhere and he's at
every event. And he's an amazing individual, knows
so much about the community because he talks to
everybody and everybody talks to him. And one day
I was just walking down the street, and he came up
to me and he says, you know, Leanne, what do you
think of the bridge? And | says, oh, it's great to have
it back because it connects the east side to the west
side of the community, and east side is residents and
the hospital and the west side is the commercial
district. And he says, well, you know, | love it,
he says, and | want to say that I've lived in this
community my entire life—my entire life—and | have
never had the opportunity to cross that bridge until
this new bridge was built because it is wheelchair
accessible.

And | thought, isn't that just fantastic because
this individual, who more than any other individual
in the community, as far as | feel, deserved to have
that opportunity because he relishes everything about
the community and knows so much about the history
and the people in the community, and for him to
have that ability and the accessibility of enjoying
every aspect of the community speaks to what |
consider accessibility for Manitobans.

So | believe that this legislation has a lot of
potential. | believe that there are a number of things
that could assist with this, and | know that, when we
met as a group at a reception, we talked about the
need for government to be looking at, you know, the
EIA shelter allowance and how that is a major piece
of an obstacle, a challenge that this government has
failed to address. Our party supports the 75 per cent
of medium market rates. We believe that shelter
allowance rates need to be increased. We believe that
that is an important piece of what is required for
individuals with—persons with disabilities to provide
them with that base, to provide them with some
assurance and some knowledge that their dollars can
go to their well-being and that their rent will be
covered. And | believe that we'll continue to fight for
that. We've discussed this with many groups, and it's
supported, Mr. Speaker. And | believe that this
government going forward may want to consider this
as something that is an important piece of the puzzle
because | believe that this will definitely strike
some—or erase some of the barriers that are currently
faced by individuals with disabilities.

* (14:50)

Recently, we passed the bill with regard to the
diagnosis of hearing loss for children, ensuring that
they are tested when they are born. That's another
piece of a puzzle, Mr. Speaker, and | was so proud to
have an opportunity to bring that legislation forward
and have the government support that legislation,
because what it does is it does provide children
with an opportunity to receive support so that they
can hear—or be provided with supports that would
ensure that they get the most out of life. So there are
a number of things that have come forward over
the last number of years that support persons with
disabilities.

We are strong believers in children with autism
and the need to ensure that supports and resources
are in place for those children, and a lot of it has to
be up front. It can't be on the back end of a person's
life. It has to be on the front end and provided early
in life so these individuals can gain the best of
everything, Mr. Speaker, whether it be experiencing
school, talking or enjoying friendships, travelling,
all of these things are so important. Learning,
especially, would be made easier for individuals who
are provided with the supports early in life.

So, Mr. Speaker, Bill 26 is a step in the right
direction. We feel that there are a number of things
that could be done to support or enhance this bill,
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some accountability to timelines and ensuring that
society does respond to the needs of persons with
disabilities. We've looked at punitive action being
taken, and I think that-the minister's assured me that,
you know, education will be-you know, of what
needs to be done will be done with businesses and
families out there who are going to adhere to this
legislation.

But | do believe that this legislation is going in
the right direction, and | want to congratulate the
minister for taking this on and listening to the
community. I've learned a lot through this process,
and | want to thank her and | want to thank the
members in the gallery for their patience and wisdom
in ensuring that this legislation can be the best that it
can be and will improve over-through amendments
as we go forward.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker, |
rise today, on the international day for people with
disabilities, a important-an important day for all of
us and a significant day to be having third reading of
this bill. It is an important bill.

I want to say from the start that Manitoba
Liberals have been very strong supporters for quite
some time for a barrier-free Manitoba, and we've
been calling on measures to move forward in this
direction for quite a number of years.

There is a lot of good in this legislation, which
it's important to recognize. It's well-meaning; it's
good to have the overall goal of a fully accessible
province; it's good to have set down a process that
we will be going through to reach that goal.

But, at the same time, | want to review some of
the comments that were made by David Lepofsky,
who's from Ontario with the accessibility from
Ontarians with disabilities act alliance. And he
came and presented at the committee stage, and he
made a number of comments which it's worthwhile
considering as we look at this legislation. And even
as we support this legislation and look forward to it
coming into law, | think it's important to ask the
question, could this legislation have been improved?
And I think, as | go through the comments of David
Lepofsky's, that we will see that it could have been
improved.

First of all, David said that it's absolutely
indispensable that your law be amended-that your
bill be amended to set a specific requirement to full
accessibility, that the government has to lead the

province to full accessibility and that it set a
deadline. Well, I'm pleased that we do have a date
of 2023, that there is a target date set now with the
amendment. | believe that the goal on that date,
which is substantial progress, is not nearly as clear
and as definitive as it should have been, that we
should have had, as Ontario did, a goal of full
accessibility—or as | understand Ontario did. But we
should have had things specified much more clearly
so that it's much easier to see exactly what that goal
is, and in seeing clearly what the goal is, to make
sure we take the steps to get there. So part way on
No. 1, but we could have done better.

The second comment that David Lepofsky made
was that the law falls short and that it merely says
that standards may be made rather than saying that
standards must be made. Indeed, as David Lepofsky
says, that the Bill 26, in its final wording falls short
and is much closer to legislation which was brought
forward by Mike Harris in Ontario that people have
recognized did not go anywhere near far enough
because it didn't require the accessibility standards to
be made.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be up to all of us and
to those in the disability community in particular to
keep a close eye on the government, the present
government, and whoever may succeed that
government in terms of actually implementing and
making sure that those standards are actually
set. This is absolutely essential, certainly from a
Manitoba Liberal perspective, that this is a vital part
of what needs to be done, and we need to be very
vigilant as we move forward to make sure that those
standards are actually met.

The third point that David Lepofsky made was
that any recommendations that are brought forward
must have a representation of 50 per cent of people
with disabilities or their representatives at the table. |
think this is very important to recognize and it's
important, again, that as we move forward, whether
it's this government or other governments, that we
recognize how important this is, based on the
experience in Ontario, for this to happen. And
although it may not be in the legislation, it must be
something which, | believe, all of us need to commit
to.

The fourth point that David Lepofsky made was
that you need to make sure that, once there is
progress, that it's very hard to backtrack. You need to
be sure that steps are taken and that there is measures
taken so that it's very hard for a government in the
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future, after there has been progress, to backtrack.
David Lepofsky recommended that there be
embedded in the legislation protection, that once the
gains made under the legislation through standards
are made, that there is no possibility of turning
around and cutting them back without a major
consultation process. | would have said, perhaps, in
past years we could talk about a referendum, but the
current government has kind of made a mockery
of referendums by bypassing one that had been
legislated. But I do think that what we need to have,
again, is a commitment from all of us to make sure
that once we get gains that there is no backtracking,
that we need to go forward and not two steps forward
and one step back and this sort of thing.

Next is the area of enforcement. David Lepofsky
says without effective enforcement a law like this
doesn't get you very far and it provides—this law
provides you can have inspectors, but it doesn't
require that you appoint any or that you appoint any
in our lifetime.

* (15:00)

So the law could have been clearer, could have
been more specific. Once again, it will fall to all of
us in this Chamber to make sure that no government
gets around this and that the steps are taken, and it
will be very important to have vigilance not only
among legislators but vigilance, 1 would hope, with
an annual report on progress from people in the
disability community as an independent look at how
we, as a government, as we as provincial politicians
are doing.

And the last point that David Lepofsky made:
Could you amend this bill to require that whenever
the government spends money on procurement or
capital or other infrastructure projects that that
money can never be used to create barriers or
perpetuate barriers or exacerbate barriers. Now this
would appear to be particularly important, at the
moment, given the major investment which is being
put forward-$5.5 billion in infrastructure—and this
would have been a very useful addition.

Again, if we are to do this, we need to make sure
that we have eyes watching the circumstance; |
believe eyes in the disability community. It would be
possible, perhaps, to bring in some amendments in
the next session to make sure this happens. But, at
the very least, there needs to be some sort of a
mechanism with all the infrastructure spending being
proposed to exactly what it would mean and what
sort of clauses would be-have to be in place so that

you can't use money to create barriers or perpetuate
barriers or exacerbate barriers. | think these were all
good recommendations.

I don't want to take away from the many other
recommendations because there was a lot of other
good ones in the presentation, but | thought it was
particularly worthwhile to bring forward these from
David Lepofsky because he had experience with
legislation in Ontario and experience with what
didn't work and with what is working. And so I felt
that it was important, too, to put these words on the
record to remind all of us that although this bill takes
us a certain distance, that if we're going to go the real
distance that we have to go, that it will require a lot
of vigilance because there's a lot of, | think you could
call them weasel words, in this legislation, that if we
are not vigilant that government could not act in an
adequate way.

So, with those words, Mr. Speaker, | will sit
down. |, certainly, strongly support this legislation,
and as | said, I will personally commit to doing what
I can in advancing that vigilance, and | hope others,
both inside and outside the Legislature, will also help
in that effort. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is there any further debate on Bill 26?
An Honourable Member: Question.
Mr. Speaker: Question's been called.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion, Bill 26, The Accessibility for Manitobans
Act? [Agreed]

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Official Opposition House
Leader): Is it the will of the House to have that vote
recorded as unanimous, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: Is it the will of the 