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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: Good afternoon, everyone. Please be
seated.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
Mr. Speaker: We'll move on to—
PETITIONS
Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Good afternoon,
Mr. Speaker. | wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And, Mr. Speaker, this petition is signed by
L. Sawatzky, E. Flores, M. Banman and many other
Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to have been
received by the House.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this petition is signed by F. Petrie,
D. Meunier, J. Huggard and thousands of other
Manitobans.

St. Ambroise Beach Provincial Park

Mr. lan Wishart (Portage la Prairie): Mr. Speaker,
I wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for the petition:

The St. Ambroise provincial park was hard hit
by the 2011 flood, resulting in the park's ongoing
closure and loss of local access to Lake Manitoba, as
well as untold harm to the ecosystem and wildlife in
the region.

The park's closure is having a negative impact in
many areas, including disruptions to the local
tourism, hunting and fishing operations, diminished
economic and employment opportunities and the
potential loss of the local store and decrease in
property values.

Local residents and visitors alike want St.
Ambroise provincial park to be reopened as soon as
possible.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the appropriate ministers of the
provincial government consider repairing St
Ambroise provincial park and its access points to
their preflood conditions so the park can be reopened
for the 2013 season or earlier if possible.
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This petition's signed by C. Sinclair, E. Purdy
and S. Flanagan and many, many more fine
Manitobans.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

The background to this petition is as follows:

(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than 1,000 constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamations should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Local
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

This petition is signed by B. Hainiy, K. Grover,
N. Guttormson and many, many other fine
Manitobans.

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government recently announced
plans to amalgamate any municipalities with fewer
than 1,000 constituents.

The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

Municipalities deserve to be treated with respect.
Any amalgamations should be voluntary in nature
and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Local Government
afford local governments the respect they deserve
and reverse his decision to force municipalities with
fewer than 10,000-or, sorry, 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

This petition's signed by M. Ramsey, D. Glenn,
D. Kotch and so many more Manitobans.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Blaine Pedersen (Midland): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government not to raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.
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And this petition is signed by H. Thiesen,
M. Thiesen, J. Fenske and many more fine
Manitobans.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this is signed by D. Blanchard,
J. Blanchard, S. Bryden and many others, Mr.
Speaker.

Hydro Capital Development-NFAT Review

Mr. CIiff Cullen (Spruce Woods): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

Manitoba Hydro was mandated by the provincial
government to commence a $21-billion capital
development plan to service uncertain electricity
export markets.

In the last five years, competition from
alternative energy sources is decreasing the price and
demand for Manitoba's hydroelectricity and causing
the financial viability of this capital plan to be
guestioned.

The $21-billion capital plan requires Manitoba
Hydro to increase domestic electricity rates by up to
4 per cent annually for the next 20 years and possibly
more if export opportunities fail to materialize.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge that the Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydro create a complete and transparent
needs-for-and-alternatives-to review of Manitoba
Hydro's total capital development plan to ensure the
financial viability of Manitoba Hydro.

* (13:40)

This petition is signed by L. Berry, D. Coleman,
G. Kelley and many other fine Manitobans.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): Good afternoon,
Mr. Speaker. | wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is submitted on behalf of
D. Evenson, D. Ogden, D. Laferriere and many other
fine, hard-working Manitobans.

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.
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(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And, Mr. Speaker, this petition is signed by
T. Calder, S. Eakins, P. Klassen and many, many
other Manitobans.

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, I'd like to present the following petition to
the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

And (3) an increase to the PST is excessive
taxation that will harm Manitoba families.

And (4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their
democratic right to determine when major tax
increases are necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this petition is signed by L. Isleifson,
R. Crighton, R. Robleski and many, many others,
Mr. Speaker.

Provincial Trunk Highway 5—
Reducing Speed Limit

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): Mr. Speaker, | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

Concerns continue to be raised about the number
of motor vehicle accidents at the intersection of
PTH No. 5 and PR No. 276 and at the intersection of
PTH No. 5 and PR No. 68.

The Rural Municipality of Ste. Rose and the
Town of Ste. Rose have both raised concerns with
the Highway Traffic Board about the current speed

limit on that portion of PTH No. 5 in the vicinity of
Ste. Rose du Lac.

Other stakeholders, including the Ste. Rose
General Hospital, Ste. Rose and Laurier fire
departments, East Parkland Medical Group and the
Ste. Rose and District Community Resource Council,
have also suggested that lowering the current
100-kilometre-per-hour speed limit on that portion of
PTHNo. 5 may help reduce the potential for
collisions.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation to consider the importance of
reducing the speed limit on PTH No. 5 to
80 kilometres an hour in the vicinity of the town of
Ste. Rose from the west side of the Turtle River
Bridge to the south side of the access to the Ste. Rose
Auction Mart to help better protect motorists' safety.

This petition is signed by D. Shwaykosky,
Y. Maguet, P. Taylor and many, many other fine
Manitobans.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than 1,000 constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamations should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.
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We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Local
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

Signed by T. Leland-Young, N. Young and
L. Sheane and many other Manitobans.

Hydro Capital Development-NFAT Review

Mr. Ron Schuler (St. Paul): | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

(1) Manitoba Hydro was mandated by the
provincial government to commence a $21-billion
capital development plan to service uncertain
electricity export markets.

(2) In the last five years, competition from
alternative energy sources is decreasing the price and
demand for Manitoba's hydroelectricity and causing
the financial viability of this capital plan to be
questioned.

(3) The $21-billion capital plan requires
Manitoba Hydro to increase domestic electricity
rates by up to 4 percent annually for the next
20 years and possibly more if export opportunities
fail to materialize.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge that the Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydro create a complete and transparent
needs-for-and-alternatives-to review of Manitoba
Hydro's total capital development plan to ensure the
financial viability of Manitoba Hydro.

This is signed by J. McCallister, D. McCallister,
B. MccCallister and many, many other McCallisters.
Thank you.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—-Referendum

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government not to raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by N. Wychnenka,
R. Derksen, V. Black and many more fine
Manitobans.

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:
* (13:50)

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this petition is signed by J. Guenther,
M. Penner, M. Warkentine and many, many others.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And this is the background to this petition:
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(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than 1,000 constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announced on
November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamation should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Local
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

And this petition is signed by M. Watson,
J. Wright and P. Mawastyrsky and many, many
more fine Manitobans.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Entrepreneur-
ship, Training and Trade): I'm very pleased to
table the following: the Manitoba Trade and
Investment Corporation Annual Report 2012-2013;
the Manitoba Development Corporation Annual
Report, March 2013; and the Manitoba Opportunities
Fund Limited Annual Report, March 2013.

Mr. Speaker: Any further tabling of reports? Seeing
none, all right, we'll now proceed with the oral
guestions.

ORAL QUESTIONS

PST Increase
Impact on Manitobans

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Finance
Minister, in response to a question, mistakenly

referred to the government's agenda and its jacking
up of the PST as courageous. So | want to give the
Webster's definition of the word courageous: the
mental or moral strength to withstand danger, fear or
difficulty.

Now, there is no mental strength in spending
beyond one's means or doubling an advertising
budget or expending millions of dollars on
communications staff. That's not courageous. There
is no moral strength in misrepresenting the views of
opponents, legislating a vote tax subsidy for oneself
or frightening civil servants to serve one's political
ends. This is a government which is in fear, and it
reveals itself in that fear by its lack of mental and
moral strength.

Wouldn't the Premier agree that what the NDP
has demonstrated thus far is not courage at all but
rather cowardice?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, no, |
would not agree with that. I'm sure that's not a
surprise to the Leader of the Opposition.

| think it does take some moral strength and
courage and some vision to build for the future, to
protect Manitobans from floods, Mr. Speaker, to take
care of the elderly with investments in personal care
home beds—another 200 announced in Winnipeg in
two centres, one in south Winnipeg and one in
northeast Winnipeg. | think it takes some vision and
strength to be willing to do that.

I think it takes some vision and moral courage
and strength to stand up to bullying in Manitoba and
to put legislation in front of this House that will
address that as a community, as an entire society, and
I look forward to the opportunity to debate that in
this Chamber instead of trying to avoid it every
single day like the Leader of the Opposition.

Government Priorities
Impact on Manitobans

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): The Premier proposes to address the
needs of the community by ignoring the community
in which he lives, Mr. Speaker.

It takes no courage-no courage whatsoever—to
jack up taxes $1,600 for every single Manitoba
household and give yourself a $5,000 raise. That's
not courage at all.

The NDP government likes to blame municipal
and federal governments for their problems. They
like to break their no-tax promise—no-tax-hike
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promise. These aren't courageous moves, Mr.
Speaker. These are not the moves of someone with
courage.

It takes no courage to retroactively exclude the
NDP from the law or for the NDP to threaten flood
victims who protest with the full force of that law.

And also, it takes no strength or courage
whatsoever to ignore the taxpayer protection law. It
takes no courage to ratchet up taxes. It takes no
courage to use the extra money for yourself in daily
promotional ribbon cuttings where you announce old
projects or you inflate the cost of new ones.

Will the Premier admit that his agenda reveals
much more about cowardice than it does about
anything else?

Mr. Speaker: | want to caution honourable members
in the House, especially the Leader of the Official
Opposition (Mr. Pallister), please pick and choose
your words very carefully. We're-l think we're
coming very close to the line with respect to
unparliamentary language, and | want to make sure
that honourable members, as I've said many, many
times in this House, that we treat each other with
respect in our workplace here. So I'm cautioning all
honourable members, please pick and choose our
words very carefully.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, we've
seen that after every major flood in Manitoba that it
has taken a political party and a government to have
the courage to invest in the future to protect those
communities.

That's what the Progressive Conservative dud—
government did in the 1960s. It was controversial at
the time. It was extremely controversial at the time
when the government of the day did it. They invested
in flood infrastructure for the future. They raised
some sales tax to support that, Mr. Speaker.

The members opposite have described the legacy
of those investments as deliberate flooding of the
people on Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin. It has
avoided millions of dollars of dislocation and
damage to families and communities. It has made a
difference of $35 billion of avoided cost in the city
of Winnipeg, as those investments have protected us,
not only in '97, not only in 2009, but in 2011.

And we know that all the forecasts are for more
intense, more frequent serious weather events in
North America—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The First Minister's
time has expired.

Mr. Pallister: It's comical to listen to a Premier
advocate for flood protection after 14 years of
ignoring the need to do that very thing.

Where is courage present in this province?
Where is courage really present, Mr. Speaker? It's in
the homes of Manitobans. The real courage to
withstand danger, the real courage to withstand fear
and difficulties exist in the lives of real Manitobans—
not Manitobans who choose to serve themselves with
a vote tax—Manitobans who are expected to pay for
that vote tax. Manitobans with physical or mental
disabilities choosing between paying rent or paying
food, that's courage. Working families struggling to
decide which bills to pay, that is courage. Lonely
seniors missing departed children, missing departed
grandchildren, that is genuine courage.

Nothing this government has done, I'm sure the
Premier would admit, resembles the real courage of
real Manitobans in this province.

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, what we have seen here
is the Rip Van Winkle of provincial politics.

He wakes up and he forgets that there was a
billion dollars spent in the last decade protecting the
people in the Red River Valley and in Winnipeg. He
forgets that he's the one that called for the halting of
the rebuilding of the Red River Floodway. He said,
halt it in its tracks, in which case it would not have
been ready for the events of 2009. It may not have
been ready for the events of 2011.

This is a man that speaks of moral courage; all
he wants to do is stop building hydro, make
indiscriminate cuts to public services, stop building
flood protection for Manitobans and go south for a
holiday.

* (14:00)

Mr. Speaker: Just a moment ago | cautioned all
honourable members of the House with respect to
parliamentary and unparliamentary language and
personalizing the debate. I'm going to ask the First
Minister and other members of the House, please,
let's ensure that we follow the parliamentary
practices and procedures that have been developed
over a long period of time and that we show some
respect during—in our workplace and during question
period here this afternoon. I'm asking for the
co-operation of all honourable members. | don't want
to have this debate to get out of control here.

The honourable member for Charleswood (Mrs.
Driedger) has the floor.
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Committee Presentations
Government Response

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): The Premier
(Mr. Selinger) doesn't even want to mention that
Manitoba's still the poverty capital of Canada after
14 years of their government.

Mr. Speaker, there were lots of courageous and
angry people at public hearings last night. They were
mad at the NDP for lying to them in the last election.

It was disappointing to see the NDP government
try to intimidate some of the speakers and prevent
them from expressing their anger. Applause from the
audience led to threats that presenters would be
kicked out of the room.

Mr. Speaker, will the NDP commit to treat all of
the remaining presenters with the due respect that
they have coming to them?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Government House
Leader): | know we've had several nights of
committees. I've been privileged to be there for some
of those presentations, listened to them attentively,
and there have been people with much passion and
people on many sides of the question offering good
advice and offering a passionate look at their lives.

And what | would say to the members opposite,
the role of the Chair and the Clerk in those
committees is to maintain a space where everybody
feels like they can express themselves fully and they
can do so in an atmosphere of respect and safety, and
that is the job of the Chair and that is—are the jobs of
our clerks and they do that job very well.

PST Increase
Request to Reverse

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): A recovered
alcoholic who understands addictions told the NDP
government last night to get their spending addiction
under control or ship out. Dave Lobson expressed
fear for the future of his 10-year-old special-needs
daughter. Glen Urbanski got emotional when he said
that the NDP has robbed him and his wife of their
dreams for retirement. A feisty Jane Robertson called
for Jim Waldings of today to step forward.

So | would like to ask the NDP to show some
heart and reverse their PST decision, or will there be
some Jim Waldings from that side that'll step
forward and speak up on behalf of their constituents?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): | do
want to say again that | appreciated every Manitoban

that came to the Legislature—their building—last night
to talk to all of us about the Bill 20 that's before the
House.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the advice that they
brought to us, especially when you take a look at
what pastoral worker Thomas Novak pointed out. He
said, and I quote: As much as | don't like taxes, I still
appreciate the fact that I can go to the hospital when
I'm ill, go to the doctor when I'm ill and I don't have
to check my wallet to see if | have enough money to

pay.

I wonder if the Leader of the Opposition would
come and talk to Mr. Novak and explain to him,
then, why it is that he believes that we should have in
this province a system of health care that is private—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Minister's time has
expired.

Mrs. Driedger: | would remind the Minister of
Finance that about 80 per cent of the presenters are
all speaking against the PST hike.

Mr. Speaker, Vicki Poirier last night said that on
Facebook NDP now stands for new drunken pirates;
she asked the NDP to stop stealing from the public.
Dennis Nault, a Hydro worker, one of the presenters
who was intimidated last night, expressed fear that
the NDP will sell Hydro. He felt that if the
government lied about the PST, they could be lying
about not selling Hydro. Nobody trusts this
government anymore.

So | would ask the NDP: Will they listen to
these presenters and reverse their wrong-headed
decision about the PST hike?

Mr. Struthers: Well, Mr. Speaker, ain't that
something, the member for Charleswood wondering
about who it is that's going to sell Manitoba Hydro.
I'd suggest strongly it'll be the same group of people
that sold MTS in the 1990s.

PST Increase
Government Spending

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): Mr. Speaker, in
committee last night, Susan Stein said, and | quote:
When does the government say, okay, I've screwed
Manitobans enough? End quote.

The spenNDP-the spenDP government has
imposed an illegal 14 per cent increase in PST on
July 1st. They are now raking in an extra $5 million
a week.
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| ask the Minister of Finance: When will he
overcome his spending addiction? When is enough
enough?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Well,
Mr. Speaker, | very much appreciated the advice that
Ms. Stein came to our committee with last night. |
thought she made some good points in terms of
developing Manitoba economically, moving forward,
having a strong economy and strong growth.

Mr. Speaker, that fits in perfectly with what the
Royal Bank of Canada had to say about our
economy. The Royal Bank of Canada, in its
provincial outlook, indicates that Manitoba is
maintaining its cruising speed and forecasts
sustained real GDP growth of positive 2.7 per cent
for 2013, matching the 2.7 per cent growth in 2012.

It's this side of the House that's committed to
growing our economy, keeping people working so
people like Ms. Stein can flourish with—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Impact on Manitobans

Mr. Briese: Mr. Speaker, Susan Stein has three
children and a single-income household. This is what
she said about building the economy of Manitoba.
She went on to say, | live an hour from Winnipeg
and an hour from the US-and | quote—I can't shop in
Winnipeg-l can shop in Winnipeg and pay
8 per cent, or | can shop in the US and pay zero. End
quote.

Will the minister admit today that his
$5-million-a-week illegal tax grab is not only hurting
all families of Manitoba but also having catastrophic
effects on Manitoba businesses?

Mr. Struthers: Well, Mr. Speaker, again, |
appreciate Ms. Stein's advice in terms of building our
economy. | wish that members opposite would get on
board and help build the economy too, instead of just
complaining all the time.

I want to assure people, though, that not
everybody shares the doom-and-gloom approach that
members opposite have when it comes to building
Manitoba. Building infrastructure is important to
protect Manitoba families. It's important to put
people to work, and it's important to building our
economy. University of Massachusetts Amherst
found that for every $1 billion spent on
infrastructure, that creates 18,000 jobs—18,000 jobs
in Manitoba that shop here in Manitoba and support

small businesses, just like our government, who took
the tax on small business from 8-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please. The
minister's time has expired.

Municipal Amalgamations
Impact on Manitobans

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): Mr. Speaker, Susan
Stein is the CAO of Plum Coulee. She is struggling
to make ends meet with her three children and one
income. She said, not only are they taking my
money, now they want my job. The spenDP are not
only taking an extra $1,600a year out of her
household budget, they are now threatening her job
with forced amalgamations of municipalities.

What advice does the Minister of Local
Government have for Ms. Stein, who says she'll
probably have to move to Saskatchewan to find work
as a municipal CAO?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Local
Government): You know, Mr. Speaker, you know, |
had the pleasure of being last night at committee, and
many of the well-spoken, articulate individuals that
came forward spoke on how important infrastructure
and how important the PST is to their families and
how the leadership of this Premier (Mr. Selinger) has
really come to the forefront. The leadership to take a
PST to apply to infrastructure, to apply to critical
infrastructure that Manitobans need, was really heard
over the din of the howling coyotes that we heard all
night. And members opposite were there clapping to
some of the comments that were made that were
really disrespectful.

* (14:10)

But having said that, the true leadership shown
by this Premier, it took a lot of political courage to
do so, Mr. Speaker, and it's something that we
respect—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please.
Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member for River
East, on a point of order?

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Point of
order, Mr. Speaker.

| believe that I just heard the minister in his
response call presenters howling coyotes at
committee last night. Would he stand up and
apologize?



3056

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

July 4, 2013

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Government House
Leader, on the same point of order.

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Government House
Leader): | believe what | heard the minister say was
liken the noise that was coming from across the way
that was drowning out the answer that he was trying
to give to the noise of howling coyotes. | think that is
what | heard the minister say. Colourful, as usual,
Mr. Speaker, but certainly no reflection on any of the
presenters last night.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the
honourable member for River East, | did not hear
those words, although the level in this Chamber was
getting quite loud and I may have missed some part
of it.

So I'm asking for the co-operation of all
honourable members, please keep the level down so
that | can both hear the 'ans'-the question posed and
the answer in response, because | may miss
something that is considered to be unparliamentary
and | want to be able to make rulings on that should
that occur. So I'm asking for the co-operation of all
honourable members, please keep the level down so |
can hear both the questions and the answers.

* * *

Mr. Speaker: Now, | believe the honourable
member for Lac du Bonnet had a question.

PST Increase
Referendum Request

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Brian Kelly, along with many of the
other presenters at the Bill 20 committee meeting last
night, referenced the fact that the NDP MLASs ran in
the last election on balancing the budget without
raising taxes. They have breached the public trust by
misleading Manitobans and are now collecting
$5 million per week from the illegal PST hike.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the government to do the
right thing, pull Bill 20, respect Manitobans and call
a referendum.

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, | thought Brian Kelly's presentation was
very respectful. It was very clear, as Mr. Kelly
always is when he comes to speak to us. | listened
intently to the advice that Mr. Kelly had.

I don't believe Mr. Kelly would want our
government to inflict upon the people of
Manitoba $550-million worth of across-the-board,

indiscriminate cuts like the member for Fort Whyte
(Mr. Pallister) has put forward. | believe Mr. Kelly
believes we need to grow our economy, not throttle
back on our economy as members opposite would
do.

I very much appreciate the advice that Mr. Kelly
has brought forward and, Mr. Speaker, we will
assure Mr. Kelly and every other Manitoban that we
are not the party that's going to cut deeply into health
care and education as the member for Fort Whyte—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Ewasko: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kelly gave advice to
this government on how they should have moved
forward. They should have told the truth to
Manitobans in the last election by being up front
with them. They should be transparent and table the
new list of specific infrastructure projects and delay
Bill 20 to give Manitobans a say.

Will this spenDP government obey the law,
listen to Mr. Kelly and the thousands of upset
Manitobans and call a referendum?

Mr. Struthers: Well, Mr. Speaker, | can assure Mr.
Kelly and every Manitoban that we will follow the
same process as was followed last year and the year
before and the year before, the same process that the
Tories followed in 1993 when they expanded the
PST to include baby supplies, the same process
where they brought forward their budget where they
announced the date by which that PST would be
expanded and then three months later at the end of
July brought forward a budget put—enacting the very
measure, the tax that they brought in earlier that
spring. | can assure Mr. Kelly that he can count on
that process and he can-and | appreciate—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Ewasko: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kelly received
correspondence from the Minister of Finance and
from his NDP MLA. Both made claims about the
PST funding being for infrastructure, but then
quickly shifted to funding the key ongoing operating
costs of the NDP government. This spenDP
government is taking in $5 million per week in the
illegal PST hike.

I ask the Finance Minister today: Will he
apologize to Manitobans and call a referendum?

Mr. Struthers: | want to thank members opposite
for reminding Manitobans on a daily basis about our
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contributions, our investments in infrastructure in
Manitoba as a result of the 1-cent-per-dollar increase
of the PST. | very much appreciate their efforts in
that task, Mr. Speaker.

I will point out that, if they want to square the
circle on this, they may want to also inform
Manitobans that every week their cuts cost
$10.5 million or $17.44 every second.

PST Increase
Legality Concerns

Mr. CIliff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, Jake
Bergen owns a coffee shop and follows the law each
and every day. He's not paid to collect the PST,;
however, if he's one day late he's filed—fined
10 per cent of what is owing. So if he owes $4,000,
that's $400 that he's fined immediately. He's
concerned that the PST increase is illegal and the
spenDP are forcing him to break the law.

Mr. Speaker, did the minister pay a 10 per cent
fine for the late payment to Assiniboia Downs when
he broke the law?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Well,
Mr. Speaker, | thought that Mr. Bergen made some
very good points concerning our approach to
apprenticeships and our approach to education and
training. He was very supportive of us moving
forward with 75,000 new jobs between now and the
year 2020. He told me that he would work with us in
order to accomplish that goal because Mr. Bergen
wants our economy to work, to move forward and to
progress, not be cut back by $550 million but-like
the member for Fort Whyte (Mr. Pallister) has said.
He said it. The member for—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Graydon: Mr. Speaker, the minister needs my
hearing aids.

Jake Bergen believes in democracy and he and
the rest of the presenters last night could see that the
spenDP do not. Jake made it clear yesterday that he
believes the NDP hate democracy and would rather
take away the rights of Manitobans and break the law
at will.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier (Mr. Selinger) is
illegally collecting $5 million a week. Can he advise
the House today as to what rights he's going to take
away next and what laws he plans to break in the
future?

Mr. Struthers: This coming from a group of people
who rigged an election, Mr. Speaker. This coming
from a group of people who opposed this
government not so long ago when we banned
corporate and union donations. This coming from a
government—from an opposition that stands every
day and complains about public financing of
elections and then collects public financing in every
rebate in every one of their ridings every year, year
after year, election after election.

We don't need any lessons on morality from
people who break the law and rig elections.

Referendum Request

Mr. Graydon: Well, Mr. Speaker, there are those on
that side that shredded part of the law.

Jake Bergen operates his coffee shop in the
most responsible way possible and, unlike the
government, he can manage his finances. He said last
night that the spenDP government has mismanaged
the finances of Manitoba so bad they shouldn't be
given a second chance.

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier confirm that the
Minister of Finance is out of chances and stop
breaking the law and call a referendum?

Mr. Struthers: Well, Mr. Speaker, what would help
somebody who's running a small coffee shop in rural
Manitoba is a government that would take that
person's taxes—small business taxes from 8 per cent
down to zero per cent.

There's a couple things that would hurt a small
coffee shop in rural Manitoba. One would be that if
the members opposite had their way and they
initiated $550 million in cuts right across the board
indiscriminately to every department, including
Health and Education, Mr. Speaker.

* (14:20)

The other thing that would hurt a small coffee
shop in rural Manitoba is if the member for
Fort Whyte had his way and he privatized health
care, turned it into a two-tier system, a for-profit
system. That would hurt employees and employers—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

PST Increase
Manitobans' Response

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday at public hearings Jeff Eyamie
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came out and made a compelling and articulate and
passionate presentation on Bill 20.

Jeff is the Manitoban who's credited with
starting up the No PST Hike Facebook page. Almost
2,000 Manitobans have already joined the page to
protest the NDP's illegal tax hike. Comments on this
site lambaste the government for not consulting the
public, not abiding by the law, not holding a
referendum and not waiting until the bill has passed
before starting to collect the tax. Jeff said the NDP
has treated Manitobans with contempt.

What does the Minister of Finance have to say to
Jeff and the almost 2,000 Manitobans on this
Facebook page who find him in contempt?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Well,
first thing | would say to Mr. Eyamie is thank you
very much for coming out and giving us advice, Mr.
Speaker.

I would say to Mr. Eyamie thank you very much
for telling the committee that he doesn't necessarily
disagree with the PST. He agrees that it should go to
infrastructure. 1 think that's very wise on Mr.
Eyamie's part. | agree with him on that.

I-and that's why Bill 20 specifically says that the
money that we raise through this 1-cent-on-the-dollar
increase will go directly to infrastructure, directly to
schools and hospitals so that Mr. Eyamie can count
on the kind of services that he's come to count on in
Manitoba, a Manitoba that would be vastly different
if the member for Fort Whyte (Mr. Pallister) had his
way and cut deeply into health care and deeply into
education, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Friesen: Well, Mr. Speaker, it's obvious the
Minister of Finance should have listened more
closely to the presenters yesterday at committee.

Jeff Eyamie told the committee that Manitobans
continue to find and join the No PST Hike page
because they are so angry and offended with the
additional money Manitobans will pay this NDP
government as a result, $5 million per week.

He says the Facebook page has attracted many
former supporters and NDP voters, including
himself, who have walked away from the party
because of their arrogance and their lies to voters in
the last election. He says they feel betrayed by a
government that acted without integrity, without
accountability, without honesty and hiked the PST.
And he resays that they contacted their MLAs and
received no replies.

| ask the Minister of Finance to—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The member's time has
expired.

Mr. Struthers: Well, the member for Morden-
Winkler (Mr. Friesen) is incorrect. Mr. Eyamie said
on record that he had a very good conversation with
the Minister for Advanced Education. Mr. Speaker,
they had a discussion about the PST. They had a
discussion about the infrastructure where that PST is
headed. So | would ask the member opposite to make
sure he gets his facts correct when he comes into this
House.

Mr. Speaker, the—-Mr. Eyamie also, | would
think, since he is concerned about growing our
economy, he is concerned about investing in
infrastructure, | think he would be quite alarmed
when it would be pointed out to him that every
week—each and every week-$10.5 million would be
cut out of front-line services, front-line services like
nurses and—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Friesen: You know, Mr. Speaker, | would invite
the Minister for Finance to actually friend the page
and find out what it says for himself, because Mr.
Eyami