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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: Good afternoon, everyone. Please be
seated.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 46—The Statutes Correction and Minor
Amendments Act, 2013

Hon. Andrew Swan (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): | move, seconded by the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Struthers), that Bill 46, The
Statutes Correction and Minor Amendments Act,
2013; Loi corrective de 2013, be now read a first
time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Swan: | can tell already the House is very
excited about the continuation of an annual
springtime tradition. This bill is primarily concerned
with correcting typographical, numbering and minor
drafting errors. This bill also includes some minor
amendments to a variety of acts and repeals a private
act and three outdated or obsolete public acts. Thank
you.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Mr. Speaker: Any further introduction of bills?
Seeing none, we'll move on with petitions.
PETITIONS
Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Yes, good
afternoon, Mr. Speaker. | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And, Mr. Speaker, this petition is signed by
J. Sawatzky, M. Sawatzky, B. Klassen and many
other Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to have been
received by the House.

Further petitions?

Mr. lan Wishart (Portage la Prairie): Mr. Speaker,
I wish to present the following petition to the
Manitoba Legislature.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

And through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition's signed by E. Bourbonnais,
R.Helda and M. Lafreniere and many more
Manitobans.

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

The reason for this petition is as follows:
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(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by M. Gobel, M. True,
H. Miles and many other Manitobans.

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are reasons for the petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when tax—major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition signed by D. Temblay, D. Simard,
M. Fouillard and many, many more Manitobans.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. Blaine Pedersen (Midland): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

The background to this petition is as follows:

The provincial government recently announced
plans to amalgamate any municipalities with fewer
than 1,000 constituents.

The provincial government did not consult with
or notify the affected municipalities of this decision
prior to the Throne Speech announcement on
November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

Municipalities deserve to be treated with respect.
Any amalgamations should be voluntary in nature
and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Local
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

And this petition is signed by J.R. Didychuk,
D. Donowalchuk and A. Alkouir and many more
Manitobans.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without a legal required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.
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We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this petition is signed by G. Lange,
C.Bueckart, L. Rodewald and many fine
Manitobans.

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by T. Bredir, K. Fedora,
M. Kroker and many other fine Manitobans.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

These are the reasons for the petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this is signed by L. Hildebrand,
H. Boschmann, M. Fehr and many others.

* (13:40)

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase in the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This is signed by A. Comack, A. Estrada,
T. Comack and many others.

Mr. Cliff Cullen (Spruce Woods): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:
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To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by R. Gillis, A. Cuthbert,
K. Gordon and many other Manitobans.

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase of the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government not to raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

Submitted on behalf of L. Lampshire, A. Seidel,
V. Williams and many other fine Manitobans.

Hydro Capital Development-NFAT Review

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition to
the Legislative Assembly.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

Manitoba Hydro was mandated by the provincial
government to commence a $21-billion capital
development plan to service uncertain electricity
export markets.

In the last five vyears, competition from
alternative energy sources is decreasing the price and
demand for Manitoba's hydroelectricity and causing
the financial viability of this capital plan to be
questioned.

The $21-billion capital plan requires Manitoba
Hydro to increase domestic electricity rates by up to
4 per cent annually for the next 20 years and possibly
more if export opportunities fail to materialize.

Therefore, we petition the Legislative Assembly
of Manitoba as follows:

To urge that the Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydro create a complete and transparent
Needs For and Alternatives To review of Manitoba
Hydro's total capital development plan to ensure the
financial viability of Manitoba Hydro.

And this petition is signed by J. Olfert,
P. Goertzen, B. Goertzen and many others.

Mr. Speaker: Any further petitions?
Provincial Sales Tax Increase-Referendum

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

And (4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their
democratic right to determine when major tax
increases are necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

And this petition is signed by L. Keen, B. Peters,
H. Hoeppner and many, many others, Mr. Speaker.

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And these are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.
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(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

Mr. Speaker, this petition is signed by
B. Spence, W. Friesen, D. Sager and many, many
others.

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government promised not to raise
taxes in the last election.

Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

An increase to the PST is excessive taxation that
will harm Manitoba families.

Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government not to raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition is signed by A. Chubaty, V. Turick,
D. Osadchuk and more fine Manitobans.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

The background for this petition is as follows:

(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than a thousand constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamations should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Local
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than a thousand
constituents to amalgamate.

Signed by L. Koehn, R. Koehn and R. Dinair
and many other Manitobans.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Local
Government): J'aimerais déposer le Rapport sur les
services en langue francaise pour lI'année 2011-2012.

Translation

I would like to table the 2011-2012 Report on French
Language Services.

English

I'm rising to table the 2011-2012 Report on
French Language Services.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, I'd like to draw
the attention of honourable members to the public
gallery where we have a number of guests with us
this afternoon.

I'd like to start by acknowledging the grade 6
class in the gallery from Arthur-Virden community
of Reston on behalf of the entire House and, of
course, the honourable member for Arthur-Virden
(Mr. Maguire).

And, of course, we also have seated in the
public gallery from Horizons adult learning centre
15 students under the direction of Ms. Tara
Debreuil. They are located in the constituency of the
honourable member for EImwood (Mr. Maloway).



1624

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

May 23, 2013

And also in the public gallery, we have with us
today students from Omega School under the
direction of Patti Dola. This school is located in the
constituency of the honourable member for Lakeside
(Mr. Eichler).

And also in the public gallery today, we have
with us Shania Sveinson, Lisa Ewanyshyn, who are
the guests of the honourable Minister of
Entrepreneurship, Training and Trade (Mr.
Bjornson).

Also in the public gallery, we have with us today
from the Coalition of Manitoba Motorcycle Groups
Brian Segal, Sheila Farago, along with other
members of the CMMG. And, of course, we also—
who are the guests of the honourable member for
St. Norbert (Mr. Gaudreau).

And also in the public gallery, we have with us
today Matt Barton, Jennifer Frain and Lori Hunter
and staff from New Directions, who are the guests of
the honourable member for St. James (Ms. Crothers).

On behalf of all honourable members, we
welcome you here this afternoon.

*(13:50)
ORAL QUESTIONS

Vote Tax
NDP Convention

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Well, this weekend's NDP convention
will certainly be a love-in but probably not a think-
in, not a think-in because when you're unanimous on
approving of the broken promises of this Premier
(Mr. Selinger) and this government, that doesn't
show you're thinking. When you're of one mind that
it's okay to hike taxes by $1,600 per household in
this province, that's not thinking. And when you're in
complete agreement when it comes to jacking up the
PST and tearing up the taxpayer protection act as
well, that tells me you're not thinking.

And on the vote tax, it looks like there's going to
be a Kumbaya moment there as well, everybody in
accord with each other. But that wasn't the case last
year. Last year, | understand there was a little
division there, and that's good; healthy discussion
can produce that.

But why? Why be against taking the vote tax
when the PST is at 7 per cent and for it when the
PST is at 8 per cent?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Acting Premier): I-it's an
unprecedented level of interest in our convention. |
will look forward to welcoming the member for Fort
Whyte (Mr. Pallister) there.

| just-1 do want to say to him, though, I, you
know, it's fine in this House to disparage us and call
us names, but the folks who come to our convention
and their convention, the folks who come out and
volunteer and work on campaigns, the folks who do
that for no gain of their own but because they believe
in something, | would never call the members of his
party stupid, and | don't think he should call the
members of mine that.

Mr. Pallister: Just a tad ironic from a party that
wants to pay itself for not working and volunteering,
I think.

Mr. Speaker, you know, here we have-I don't
know what the Premier's afraid of. | don't know why
the Premier won't get up and answer the questions |
ask on the vote tax. | repeatedly ask these questions.
I get no response from the Premier of Manitoba, and
I'm disappointed—disappointed—in that.

The vote tax is a subsidy for lazy political
parties; it's nothing more than that. And if it's so
noble, why is the government so quiet about it? They
have 192 communications staff with duct tape over
their mouths? Doesn't make sense. No ribbon
cuttings, no announcements. Why so secretive? It's
almost as if the government was ashamed, as if the
Premier was embarrassed.

Now, the Premier yesterday claimed he was
open in this House, but we learned today that his
speech will not be open; it will be closed. It will be
closed to the public. It will be closed to the media.

Now, is the reason for this so that the Premier
can speak to the only group in this province who
actually supports the vote tax?

Ms. Howard: Well, Mr. Speaker, | know that his
slogan there, when he was running unopposed for
leader, was to aim higher, but it's certainly not the
motto that he lives by in this House. | think it would
be incumbent upon him to apologize for disparaging
the members of any political party because they don't
agree with him. But that's fine, he doesn't have to do
that, | suppose.

Today, of course, is the day of the funeral of
Elijah Harper in Red Sucker Lake, Mr. Speaker, and
I think, perhaps, knowing that, we should be a little
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bit more respectful in our tone in the House if the
members opposite are capable—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Pallister: Just so there's no confusion, the group
I'm disparaging is the 37 Manitobans over there who
disregard the right of Manitobans to have the right to
vote on tax increases.

This, Mr. Speaker, is a closed-shop meeting, and
it's a closed-shop organization. It's a private speech,
and it's an exclusive member-only speech where the
Premier (Mr. Selinger) may, if he's accountable, may
speak, but only to a small group of Manitobans,
about his real plans for jacking up taxes next year
and how much vote tax he's actually going to take.

But you have to pay only $40 to be in the club.
It's pretty open, unless you want to be an observer. If
you want to go and observe it's $500, which might be
worth it because you won't have to listen to that
speech.

Now, the fact of the matter is it's a closed shop
and every Manitoban is funding the NDP now with
the vote tax, so this year they can have a closed
meeting. But | hope they understand, and | hope that
Premier understands, that Manitobans now are
paying dues for the NDP, and if they're paying dues
for the NDP it better not be a closed meeting next
year, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Howard: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is indeed
something, coming from the party that closes their
convention to the media.

| believe the speech he is referencing is the
speech that will be delivered at the dinner. That
dinner is open to anyone who wants to buy a ticket.
If he wants to buy a ticket, he's more than welcome
to come and listen to that dinner.

The Premier will also speak Friday and Sunday.
Both those speeches are totally open. | imagine the
media will be in attendance and will be there to hear
those speeches, Mr. Speaker.

But | just want to say, on the issue of public
financing, the member for Fort Whyte, who recently
ran in a by-election, received $16,000 in public
subsidy for that by-election. | assume that cheque is
being returned, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The
Morden-Winkler.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

honourable member for

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
member for Morden-Winkler has the floor.

PST Increase
Impact on Families

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, this NDP government continues to show
that they are unwilling to listen to Manitobans
regarding this proposed PST hike.

Nick Clayson is a constituent of mine who took
the time to contact my office to send a message to
this government. He sat down and he worked out
on paper what the PST hike would cost he and his
wife, and he's asking the NDP to reconsider their
ill-conceived PST hike. Nick has said that there are
many families living in Manitoba who simply cannot
afford these kind of increases.

Nick's message to the Minister of Finance is this:
Manitobans simply cannot afford your PST hike.
What is the Finance Minister's message to
Manitobans like Nick?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Well,
Mr. Speaker, people like Nick do work hard for their
money; there's no doubt about that, we understand
that. People like Nick work hard for their money and
they pay their taxes like Manitobans do so that they
can have decent services in this province, services
like health care, services like education. People like
Nick pay their taxes and work hard so that they can—
we can invest that money into roads and bridges.

What would really hurt Nick's family, Mr.
Speaker, is if members opposite had their way and
cut health care and cut education and cut investments
in infrastructure. That's what would really hurt
Manitoba families.

Mr. Friesen: Let's be clear, Mr. Speaker, what really
hurts Nick and his family is $400 million a year out
of Manitobans' pockets back to this government.

Nick took the time to put pen to paper and
provide an account of how the NDP's tax hike will
actually affect one Manitoba family. He got out his
calculator and he crunched the numbers, something
that this Finance Minister would be advised to do
with more frequency and accuracy, but Nick's math
adds up. He conducted a budgetary examination of
income and expenses for he and his wife, and he
wrote that he was alarmed at the numbers. He
calculated that 40 per cent of his spending was
subject to PST, and as a result of the hike this family
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of two will pay an extra $576 in one year to this
NDP government.

Mr. Speaker, can this Finance Minister explain
to Nick why this hard-working family—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
member's time has expired.

The honourable

Mr. Struthers: Well, maybe my friend across the
way can get Nick to sit down and talk to his own
leader, the member for Fort Whyte (Mr. Pallister),
about those numbers, because the member for Fort
Whyte has inflated the number up to 1,600, Mr.
Speaker. The member for Fort Whyte has trying to
convince Manitobans that the PST increase will cost
each family $1,600.

Mr. Speaker, we have—members opposite should
just pick a story and stick to it.

Mr. Speaker: The level is going up a little bit again.
We have a lot of guests with us here this afternoon.
Some of them are schoolchildren and | would like
the honourable members to reflect on the fact of the
impression  that we're leaving upon the
schoolchildren who are here visiting us today,
perhaps for the first time, and I'm sure we would all
want them to return to the House and visit our
democracy in action. So I'm asking for all
honourable members to please reflect on the level
and the decorum in the House here this afternoon.

The honourable member for Morden-Winkler,
with a final supplementary.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, what's clear again is that,
once again, the Finance Minister is not listening. A
family of two, one year, PST alone, calculated out at
$576 per year back to this government.

* (14:00)

There's a lot that this Finance Minister could
learn from Nick, who is speaking out against this tax
hike. He goes on to say that because of this PST hike
their family of two has to make decisions about
where to scale back their spending, and he wonders
how many families are in the same predicament.
Nick says that many highly skilled people are going
to Saskatchewan and Alberta for economic reasons
and that he has done the math and if their situation
doesn't improve they will also have to go west.

Will the Finance Minister crunch his numbers,
do his math and admit to Manitobans like Nick that
they cannot afford his spending addiction?

Mr. Struthers: Mr. Speaker, what Manitoba
families understand is that they live in one of the
most affordable provinces in this country. We have
the lowest auto insurance rates in the country. We
have the lowest hydro rates in the country and,
courtesy of this government, $2.9-billion worth of
tax relief over the time that we've been in
government. That's real benefits for Manitoba
families.

Compare that to when the Leader of the
Opposition had his turn at government. A single
low-income Manitoban at $20,000 today pays less—
pays $326 less than when he had his opportunity.
You know, Mr. Speaker, their—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Keeyask Centre
Project Update

Mr. Ron Schuler (St. Paul): This NDP government
has now spent $4.5 million on a non-existent virtual
Keeyask Centre, starting in 2009. The agreement
calls for, and | quote: The main building would be
designed to fulfill several functions in addition to a
reception area containing work by local artists.

The local artists would like to ask the NDP
member for Kildonan: Where is their Keeyask
Centre?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister charged with the
administration of The Manitoba Hydro Act): Yes,
as | indicated yesterday, Mr. Speaker, this matter was
discussed in committee on April 9th. We talked
about Hydro for about five hours. The member asked
several of the questions, and the president of Hydro
said, and | quote: The funding was advanced in
accordance with the agreement. The band
determined-and we are involved in how they have
decided to earmark the funding for the project for
various offsetting programs. We don't have oversight
over the construction contracts. That's a band
responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, the adverse-effects agreement on
TCN provides for programs for access, land
stewardship, healthy food, fish, traditional lifestyle
experience, knowledge learning, Cree language,
traditional foods. It's funding that's guaranteed from
Hydro provided to the band for those programs that
the band operates. And as the Hydro president
indicated at the time when he discussed it and when
we discussed it last month, it's the band's
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responsibility. The-Hydro doesn't
construction.

provide the

Mr. Schuler: The same agreement that the member
quotes from says, and | quote: It would house
museum-like displays of artifacts and a reference
centre for information about Aboriginal language,
culture and history in general.

The NDP member for Kildonan said, and it's on
the record, none of this will happen because of a
misunderstanding.

Now, under the Keeyask agreement, $340,000
has to be paid to the Keeyask Centre this year
for operating costs. Has the NDP member for
Kildonan already paid the $340,000 to run the
virtual, non-existent Keeyask Centre?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, the members have a
habit: first two questions, they just make it up. The
comments the member made about my statements
are just made up. They think they can say whatever
they want.

Mr. Speaker, construction was delayed last year
and construction will start this summer.

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, the money was flowed in
2009 and it was supposed to, and | quote: It would
also provide a suitable environment for related uses
such as traditional teachings, language teaching and
perhaps displays of special student projects.

The NDP member for Kildonan spent
$6 million, and what does TCN get? No centre, no
art display, no museum, no reference centre, no
language teaching and no display of special student
projects. This has to be the mother of all
misunderstandings.

How could the member for Kildonan have failed
TCN is such an epic way?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding that
members do not want us to have agreements with
First Nations, Hydro negotiated an adverse-effects
agreement with TCN to provide guaranteed funds to
TCN, adverse effects to deal with Hydro. And, in
fact, TCN got ownership of the dams that the
members opposite did not want us to build and want
to hold up. And, as | indicated earlier, there's
provisions in the contract for Hydro to provide
funding to TCN to carry out those projects.

Construction was delayed last year because of
the construction season, and construction will
commence this summer.

Waabanong Anishinaabe Interpretive
Learning Centre
Project Update

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): In
September of 2010, with great fanfare, the Premier
(Mr. Selinger) stood on the riverbanks of Hollow
Water First Nation and announced that the
$2.5-million Waabanong Anishinaabe Interpretive
Learning Centre would be built by fall 2011.

| ask the Culture,
Minister: Is it built?

Heritage and Tourism

Hon. Flor Marcelino (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): | thank my colleague for
the question and the first one in a very long time.

Mr. Speaker, much as our government wanted
all this infrastructure projects, cultural projects, to
happen, some things sometimes go awry. There's
some problem with—-when all the bids were done, a
construction company or a company was chosen, but
something happened with that company and there's
now some civil litigations.

Mr. Ewasko: Mr. Speaker, it's really nice to see that
the seatbelt light is off on the ministers' chairs today.

Yesterday and again today, we had heard
evidence of $6 million that this NDP government
had forwarded through Manitoba Hydro to the
Keeyask Centre that doesn't exist.

Can the Minister of Culture, Heritage and
Tourism tell us whether her government has now
added the $2.5-million interpretive centre in Hollow
Water to the list of the money is gone with nothing to
show for it?

Ms. Marcelino: Mr. Speaker, no.

Mr. Ewasko: So which are we talking about? No
to the centre? No, the money's not there? The
money's been sent, but we don't have an idea what's
going on? Mr. Speaker, $6 million for Keeyask
Centre, 2 and a half million dollars for Waabanong
Anishinaabe interpretive centre.

Can the Minister of Culture, Heritage and
Tourism stand up today and be truthful with these
communities? Where are their centres, and where is
the money?

Ms. Marcelino: Mr. Speaker, after the dust has
settled, a new construction outfit is chosen, | think
there'll be something that the member opposite
would be delighted to see. So | suggest stay tuned.
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The Pari-Mutuel Levy Act
Changes to Legislation

Mr. CIiff Cullen (Spruce Woods): Mr. Speaker,
this Minister of Finance got caught with his hand in
the cookie jar. The minister illegally withheld money
from the Manitoba Jockey Club, money that was
legislated by The Pari-Mutuel Levy Act to go to the
horse racing industry. The minister stated in his
budget that he's going to make legislative changes to
The Pari-Mutuel Levy Act.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the minister: Is he still going
ahead with those changes to The Pari-Mutuel Levy
Act?

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Finance): Well,
Mr. Speaker, members opposite obviously believe
that if they tell the same lie over and over often
enough that they—it becomes the truth.

Mr. Speaker, we said very clearly to the Jockey
Club, we said very clearly in the budget, we said
very clearly in this House just exactly what we're
going to do. Judge Dewar says that we have every
authority to do it.

We're going to move forward and make the
changes necessary to realize $5-million worth of
savings and have that $5 million transferred from the
Jockey Club into health care, into schools, into
hospitals, into infrastructure. We think that's a
better—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

* (14:10)

Mr. Cullen: Well, Mr. Speaker, I'm going to ask the
minister to read the whole report from Judge Dewar.
If he goes to page 22, it clearly says—Judge Dewar
said: The minister must act in accordance with the
law as it now stands. In my respectful opinion, he
has not done that.

Guilty as charged, Mr. Speaker. Is this minister
committed to Killing the horse racing industry in
Manitoba, a $50-million industry with 500 jobs
around it? That's what the question is.

Is this minister going to change The Pari-Mutuel
Levy Act?

Mr. Struthers: Mr. Speaker, the Jockey Club-the
Manitoba Jockey Club is subsidized by the Manitoba
taxpayer to almost 90 per cent of what the money
they bring in.

I am absolutely shocked that members opposite,
who pretend to be entrepreneurs and free marketeers,
that they would support an industry to the tune of
90 per cent of the Manitoba taxpayer dollar,
especially when there's a private partner out there
that can partner up with the Manitoba Jockey Club
and help that jockey club become a lot less reliant on
the Manitoba taxpayer.

We think Manitoba tax dollars—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Cullen: Well, if the minister reads the report,
even Judge Dewar is questioning the agenda of the
Minister of Finance. And I'm trying to determine the
minister's agenda as well in relation to the Jockey
Club and Assiniboia Downs. Now, Mr. Speaker, |
wonder.

| ask the minister: What is his agenda? Is he
going to renege on the deal that-of the VLT
revenue? Is he going to renege on the deal that's
signed by the Jockey Club and the Manitoba
Lotteries Corporation? Is he going to renege on that
deal and kill the industry?

Mr. Struthers: Mr. Speaker, Judge Dewar said no
such thing. Judge Dewar was very clear. He said, in
black and white, he said that this government could
move forward and make changes to the VLT
site-holder agreement. He said that this government
could move forward and make changes to The
Pari-Mutuel Levy Act. He said that this government
could move forward on the government subsidies
that are provided to the Manitoba Jockey Club.

Nearly 90 per cent of the Jockey Club's money
comes from the Manitoba taxpayer, Mr. Speaker. We
think that money can be better spent on health care
and on education and on roads and bridges in this
province.

If-Mr. Speaker, if the Manitoba Jockey Club has
a private industry partner that can help save horse
racing in this province, | think we should support
them doing that, not like members opposite—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Bill 20
Public Presentations

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, the
NDP members are packing their bags and they're
ready to head off to sing Kumbaya at the NDP
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convention even though there'll be nothing on the
formal agenda about what Manitobans are talking
about the most, and that's the proposed increase to
the PST.

Now, maybe at 3 a.m. in the morning in the dark
hallways of the hotel some NDP members will be
questioning their heroes on their bungling of the
economy and the PST increase, but 3 a.m. isn't good
enough for ordinary Manitobans, Mr. Speaker, who
don't want to come to the Legislature to discuss the
PST increase at a committee.

Will this government commit not to ramming
through Bill 20 in the middle of the night at
committee so that Manitobans don't have to be here
at 3 a.m. to question this government, Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Acting Premier): | want to
let my friend know some of the topics we'll be
talking about this weekend at convention, for his
information, if he wants to come and listen and hear
some of the debate.

Some of the resolutions talk about providing a
strong minimum wage for Manitobans. Those are the
kinds of things that people think are important. Some
of the things people want to talk about: building
Manitoba Hydro for the future for all generations,
protecting core services in these uncertain economic
times. That's very important to some of our
members.

One of the motions that's attracted the most
support is the motion supporting Bill 18 and
supporting our agenda on antibullying legislation—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Goertzen: You know, I'm looking for the
resolution that said that the government should have
broke its promise in the 2011 election. I'm looking
for the resolution that says the government should
increase the PST from 7 to 8 per cent, Mr. Speaker.
I'm looking for the resolution that says that they
should do away with a referendum that Manitobans
are legally entitled to, and I'm looking for the
resolution that NDP members want Manitobans to be
stuck here at committee at 3 in the morning giving
presentation to a committee that the Premier (Mr.
Selinger) invited them to.

Will they do the respectful thing and say to
Manitobans, we won't jam you through the night,
we'll listen to your presentations, not at 3 a.m., Mr.
Speaker?

Ms. Howard: You know, we have rules in the House
that govern committees. Those are rules that are
agreed to by all parties. Those are rules that we've all
lived with and many, many people in this House who
have come down to the Legislature in past lives to
present to committee at various times during the day
and night. We know that sometimes, in order to do
the job of governing and listening to Manitobans, it
means that you have to be prepared to stay a little bit
after 5 o'clock at night and listen to people, and we're
prepared to do that, Mr. Speaker.

We look forward to a vibrant debate at
committee, and we look forward to a vibrant debate
this weekend.

Mr. Goertzen: Now, maybe the NDP are
accustomed to cutting deals at 3 a.m. in the morning.
They cut a 3 a.m. deal to falsify election returns, Mr.
Speaker. They cut a 3 a.m. deal to hire a retired
MLA to a job that should have gone to a current
MLA. They cut a 3 a.m. deal to get the member from
Minto to leave a leadership so the member for
Thompson (Mr. Ashton) wouldn't win the leadership.

But Manitobans shouldn't have to come here at
3am. in the morning to cut a deal with this
government. They want to be able to come at a
respectful time.

Will this government respect Manitobans, not
jam Bill 20 through the night at 3 a.m., Mr. Speaker?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Ms. Howard: You know, it's interesting to me that
the spectre of a few hundred people coming together
to have some democratic debate about the issues that
are important to them—issues like child care, issues
like tuition programs for vulnerable youth, issues
like environmental protection, issues like assistance
for seniors and strengthening pension plans—it's
interesting to me, Mr. Speaker, that the spectre of
that should cause so much anxiety in the hearts of
members opposite. There's really nothing to fear.
There's nothing to fear in this gathering that's going
to happen.

Health-Care Gap
Low-Income Manitobans

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
as Evelyn Forget, University of Manitoba health
economist, reports, under the NDP, Manitobans with
low incomes have a declining health status. This is
reflected in the Ds Manitoba received in today's
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Conference Board report on life expectancy and the
incidence of disease. The poor health support in
Manitoba, as shown by Ds in accessibility and
continuity of care, are contributing to the poor health
status of low-income Manitobans.

| ask the Minister of Health: Will she commit
today to take new measures in the next six months
to reverse the growing and appalling trend, the gap
in health care received by the 20 per cent of
low-income Manitobans compared to the rest of
Manitoba?

Hon. Theresa Oswald (Minister of Health): We
know that the Conference Board of Canada report is
very clear across Canada about the great disparity
that exists in health status between the wealthy and
the poor. We know it is very, very clear that there is
a great gap in health status between Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal Manitobans. We're very committed
to doing everything that we can to reduce that gap by
bringing services on reserve, like dialysis in Island
Lake and in Berens River, by applying the Healthy
Baby program to all babies in Manitoba and ensuring
that we're providing all Manitobans with access to a
family physician with a very aggressive target of
2015.

Certainly, | concede the point that the member is
making about this gap in health status, and it's a
shared responsibility. We all have to work together
on this.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Gerrard: As Professor Forget has pointed out
April 23rd in Calgary, there's this appalling and
growing gap in health care and health-care status
between low-income Manitobans and the rest of
Manitoba.

As one example, rates of Pap tests for women
are sadly dropping for the 20 per cent of women with
the lowest socio-economic status. This government
has failed dismally in ensuring that those who are the
most vulnerable get adequate preventive health care.

* (14:20)

I ask the minister to tell this Legislature: What
specific measures is she taking to increase the
proportion of all women who receive a Pap test at the
recommended frequency, but particularly those on
low incomes?

Ms. Oswald: Yes, and | thank the member for the
question.

I believe the member knows that a project under
way in Manitoba, the PIN project, the Physician
Integrated Network, is a critically important project
for primary care taking place all across Manitoba.
We know that the supports that we've offered
through the PIN project on electronic medical
records have helped prompt the family doctors in
ensuring that they're providing more Pap tests. We've
seen, as a result of the PIN project, a dramatic
increase in the number of Pap tests performed. We
believe, as this particular measure rolls out among all
of our family physicians, the ones we're committed
to providing to all Manitobans by 2015, will indeed
dramatically increase that, and the member is right to
ask this good question.

Mr. Gerrard: Well, I'm pleased the minister
acknowledged the appallingly low results at the
moment and the very poor results on the Conference
Board report.

Professor Forget also highlighted that the lowest
income earners in Winnipeg have 10 times the rates
of tuberculosis, four times the rates of suicide and
attempted suicide, two and a half times the rates of
amputation for diabetes and twice the under-age-5
mortality rate compared to the rest of Winnipeg and
Manitoba. These figures are atrocious.

I ask the Minister of Health: What specific
measures are she and her government taking to
reverse these appalling trends and the low
Conference Board marks, which have occurred
during the last 13 and a half years of NDP
government?

Ms. Oswald: Mr. Speaker, well, again, | can say to
the member the greatest commitment that we're
making is continuing to invest in health care
regardless of global economic circumstances.

I would say to the member 1 find his line of
questioning, while important, curious strange that it
would come from the member that sat at the Cabinet
table while withdrawing health and social transfer
payments. We know that during that time, Mr.
Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member for River
Heights.

Mr. Gerrard: | would like a point of order, Mr.
Speaker.

Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member for River
Heights, on a point of order.
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Mr. Gerrard: The point of order that | would raise
is that the member—the minister is astonishingly short
of the mark, because while the Liberal government
was in Ottawa from 1993 to 2006 there was a huge
and dramatic increase in the expenditures and
transfers for health care and for equalization
payments.

And this minister should recognize those large
increases that happened rather than trying to deflect
from the poor performance of her own government.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Leader of the Official
Opposition, on the same point of order.

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Well, 1 would just have to add to that
point of order if | might, Mr. Speaker, that the actual
reduction in transfer support during the mid-'90s is a
matter of historical fact, and so, in fact, in one year
in particular there were double-digit reductions, in
percentage reductions, in the amount of transfers
from the federal Liberal government to the provincial
government at that time.

That's something that hasn't occurred, 1 would
remark, and—since 1999 when the actual increases in
transfers and various other supports have increased at
a record pace.

So, in fact, the comments of the previous
speaker and his point of order are quite in error. |
would put that on the record.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the
honourable member for River Heights, this appears
to be clearly a dispute over the facts of this matter.
And | want to caution honourable members not to
engage in debate or use points of order as a matter to
engage in debate.

So, therefore, 1 must respectfully rule that there
is no point of order.

* * *

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of Health, to
continue her answer.

Ms. Oswald: Yes, very simply, Mr. Speaker,
Manitoba's infant mortality rate actually got worse
in the 1990s while the member for River Heights
was cutting health payments, while the Tories had
their hand on the wheel. The rate was, in 1991,
8.4 percent. Today the rate is down nearly
40 per cent, at 5.2.

We've got more work to do, but, honestly, these
lectures, really?

Youth Addiction Services
Government Initiatives

Mr. Dave Gaudreau (St. Norbert): Mr. Speaker,
someone’s extended family has people in it that have
overcome addictions with help and support.

I was pleased to hear that the government of
Manitoba has made a series of great announcements
in the recent months aimed at improving addiction
services for Manitobans.

Could the Minister of Healthy Living and
Seniors and Consumer Affairs please inform the
House what supports have recently been in place for
fighting youth addiction?

Hon. Jim Rondeau (Minister of Healthy Living,
Seniors and Consumer Affairs): I'm pleased that
we were able to continue to enhance addiction
treatment throughout the province.

Two of the recent announcements were very,
very heartening, because one was opening the first
nonmedical detox outside the city of Winnipeg,
where in Thompson we opened a six-bed unit. It's
fabulous because it's going to provide great services
in Thompson, Manitoba, and surrounding areas, and
that was a good enhancement.

And again, a few days ago, we, again,
announced that we were going to expand youth
treatment. And the treatment that we are going to
provide is one comprehensive facility for youth so
that they could get detoxification, they could get
treatment, they could get involuntary treatment, in
one facility that's being managed by Marymound.

And that is in addition to the Behavioural Health
Foundation expansion of women treatment just north
of Selkirk.

I am pleased to be a minister that believes we
need to continue to invest in treatment, unlike the
Tories, who actually decreased—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Post-Secondary Education
NDP Funding Promise

Mr. Stuart Briese (Agassiz): In the NDP's annual
document of broken promises and lies, the spenDP
broke a promise. They broke a promise on funding
for post-secondary institutions in Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Minister of Advanced
Education: Why was she asleep at the switch while
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her NDP government broke its promise to
post-secondary  institutions and to  every
post-secondary student in Manitoba?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Advanced Education
and Literacy): I'm surprised a Conservative would
ask a question about university funding in this
House, because all we need to do is look at their
record of funding.

Mr. Speaker, when we were faced with tough
choices, when we were faced with difficult economic
times, we made health care and education and family
services a priority for families. And that is why
Manitoba has the highest university funding in the
country, a stark contrast to what they did when they
were facing difficult choices. They cut or froze
funding to universities for five years in a row.

Mr. Speaker, we don't do that on this side of the
House. On this side of the House, post-secondary
funding is a priority because we know it's the future
of all Manitobans and the right—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The minister's time has
expired.

Mr. Briese: Mr. Speaker, over the past few years,
the Minister of Advanced Education has wasted
approximately $15 million on a failed program called
the student financial aid system. | say approximately
because our FIPPAs on cost and the status of the
program have been refused.

The wasted $15 million would have been enough
to fulfill the funding promises to post-secondary
institutions for a further two years. We see broken
promises on funding because of this minister's waste
and mismanagement.

Mr. Speaker, will she apologize today to the
institutions and students for in—her incompetence as
Minister of Advanced Education?

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, | will never apologize for
making post-secondary education a priority to this
government.

And, Mr. Speaker, I'm also proud of the fact that
when students go to financial aid, when they go to
our system, they can find a bursary there, because
when their leader was in Cabinet they cut the bursary
program. There were no bursaries for students in the
'90s under the Tories, but we brought the bursary
back.

Mr. Speaker, we have increased enrolment since
we've come in as government. We brought in
affordable tuition and we've got a quality education.

Mr. Speaker, this year we have the best funding
to universities across the country, stark contrast to
what they did when they were in power when they
cut or froze university funding for five years straight.

Mr. Briese: Mr. Speaker, | tried to keep the
questions fairly simple, but | see the minister's still
overwhelmed.

Tuition was frozen for 10 years in Manitoba and
is now linked to inflation. Promises have been
broken. Recent surveys indicate that the University
of Winnipeg ranks 13th in Canada. Brandon
University is 60, and the University of Manitoba is
dead last when ranked with other universities in their
classification across Canada. The minister has now
tied their hands, given them no opportunity, no
option to improve their rankings.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Minister of Advanced
Education: Is she satisfied with those rankings? Is
she content with breaking her promises to every
post-secondary student in this province?

* (14:30)

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, the promise | make to
Manitoba students is that they will have an
affordable, accessible and quality education when
they come to Manitoba. We have the third lowest
tuition in the province. We have the highest funding
to universities across the country, the third lowest
tuition across the country.

Mr. Speaker, the difference between this side of
the House and that side of the House is we have
guaranteed that tuition will be capped at the rate of
inflation. But while they were cutting and slashing
university budgets, you know what else they were
doing? The member of the opposition-the Leader of
the Opposition raised tuition 132 per cent at the same
time as they slashed funding.

I'm proud that we've got the third lowest tuition
across the country but the highest funding to
universities.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please. The honourable
member for Midland has the floor.
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Bill 33 Hon. Jennifer Howard (Government House
Request to Withdraw Leader): Mr. Speaker, on the same point of order.

Mr. Blaine Pedersen (Midland): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Local Government introduced Bill 33,
his forced amalgamation bill, for second reading on
Tuesday. In his comments the minister praised the
1997 legislation as having broad public consultation.
He also praised voluntary amalgamations, but these
ideas seem to have escaped this minister, as his
legislation was introduced under a veil of secrecy.

Will the minister withdraw his—this poorly
designed piece of legislation and begin a process of
broad public consultation?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Local
Government): Mr. Speaker, I'm very pleased to see
the opposition raise the 1990s, especially 1997.

I recall the Leader of the Opposition standing
beside Premier Filmon of the day blaming everyone
who lived south of Winnipeg because they lived in a
flood plain. This government stands beside people
who endeavour flooding and who have flooding, but
the Leader of the Opposition stood and blamed rural
Manitobans, Manitobans south of Winnipeg, for
somehow causing the flood and being involved in a
flood.

Mr. Speaker, you know, they don't like to talk
about the 1990s, you know, but maybe they should
talk—

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Official
Opposition.

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): | think it's a clear case of false-memory
syndrome, Mr. Speaker. On a point of order-on a
point of order.

Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: On a point of order, the honourable
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Mr. Pallister: The member has just put on the
record that he recalls me standing with the former
premier—I don't know exactly the location—-but it's a
false-memory syndrome, | think, exhibiting itself,
because | wasn't a member of the Legislature at that
time.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Honourable Government House Leader, on the
same point of order.

I believe | am correct in stating that it is the
Leader of the Opposition who called the Filmon
government one of the finest governments that
Manitoba had ever—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr.  Speaker: Order, please.
Government House Leader, to continue.

Honourable

Ms. Howard: I'm glad to see they stand by that
remark. This is the same-this, of course, is the same
former premier that the minister was referring to
when he talked about a premier of the day, Premier
Filmon, blaming people during a flood for living in a
flood plain. They're welcome to stand by that
comment, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the
honourable Leader of the Official Opposition, |
thank the honourable members of the House for their
advice on this. There appears to be a clear dispute
over the facts of this matter, and I will let that stand
where it is.

So | must respectfully indicate that there is no
point of order.

* k% %

Mr. Speaker: The honourable metre—Minister of
Local Government, to continue with his answer.

Mr. Lemieux: You know, with a House leader
mention about Premier Filmon, | don't hear them
clapping now, because that premier of the day did
blame Manitobans, southern Manitobans, for living
in a flood plain. And that was despicable, Mr.
Speaker, and rural Manitobans remember that
comment today.

Mr. Speaker: The time for oral questions has
expired.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Motor Cycle Safety Awareness Rally
and CMMG

Mr. Dave Gaudreau (St. Norbert): Mr. Speaker,
everyone who knows me knows that | love all things
motorcycle. What's essential to enjoying freedom on
the road is that enthusiasts like me take safety
precautions at every turn.

In every effort to promote road safety, | was
honoured to deliver the proclamation for Motorcycle
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Safety Awareness Month at the rally organized by
the Coalition of Manitoba Motorcycles Groups, or
CMMG.

This annual rally is a-successful in raising
consciousness of motorcycles being on the road after
a long Manitoba winter. Come spring time, many
drivers forget about checking for bikes that are now
back on the road. So, on May 4th, all levels of riders
with all kinds of motorcycles came out for the safety
rally.

These riders met at the Legislature, received
bingo cards—depending on where they travelled,
riders received stamps from sponsor dealers. They
rode around Winnipeg, Selkirk and even as far as
Morden. The rally ended up with a wind-up dinner
and there was lots of great prizes there.

CMMG, the driving force behind the rally, is a
non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of
motorcycle safety, and this is achieved by a-
supporting  legislation  reforms,  encouraging
education and spreading information to assist and
continue enjoyed safety—enjoyment of two-wheeled
motorization transportation.

The coalition has many effective campaigns over
the year. Key to initiating the Mandatory Motorcycle
Training Program, CMMG's recommendations were
incorporated in the graduated licencing program. It
was instrumental in securing pleasure and
all-purpose classes for motorcycles, and they have
helped 145 motorcycles removed from the higher,
premium sport-bike category and successfully
advocated for insurance-rate rebates.

By working with MPI and Safety Services
Manitoba, CMMG has prepared motorcycle
awareness and training videos. Thank you to the
CMMG for the important work that they do, their
strong determination—you are undoubtedly protecting
and saving lives. And as the saying goes: watch for
motorcyclists, check and check again.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): April 13th,
2013, marked the 30th anniversary of the founding of
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. The Canadian
Foodgrains Bank started with a simple idea—sharing
food. The Mennonite farmers that began the
Foodgrains Bank saw that they had an abundance of
food and created the Foodgrains Bank so they could
share their resources with others.

The Canadian Foodgrains Bank plays a vital role
in ending hunger in the world through receiving

public donations of money, grain, time and
commodities from their volunteers. Projects to
support the Canadian Foodgrains Bank have

sprouted across Manitoba, continuing to the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank national total of more
than $5 million in donations to 76 countries around
the world.

In its 30 years of existence, the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank has made significant progress in
alleviating hunger. A report by the food and
agricultural  organization indicates that the
prevalence of hunger in developing countries has
fallen from 23 per cent to 15 per cent in the last
20 years, however there are still 870 million people
in the world who are hungry—-and there is more work
to do. Today, more than 1.1 million tonnes of food
has been provided to people who are hungry in
80 countries around the world.

In celebration of 30 years of harvesting crops for
the hungry, the Canadian Foodgrains Bank has put
out the call for a—special contributions made in
denominations of 30 for their 30 for 30 challenge.
Whether it be 30 bushels of grain or $30 a month in
donations, Manitobans can be a part of a global
effort to end hunger.

Branches across Canada are also organizing
special fundraisers to celebrate the work of the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Mr. Speaker, |
encourage members of this House to congratulate the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank on their 30th anniversary
by participating in the 30 for 30 challenge. I hope to
see a day where the Canadian Foodgrains Bank
accomplished their goal of feeding all who are
hungry in this world.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
New Directions

Ms. Deanne Crothers (St. James): Today | want to
commend the organization New Directions; it is an
organization that works with children, adolescents
and adults in a variety of settings in St. James and
across Winnipeg.

* (14:40)

New Directions provides many different services
to our communities. They offer counselling, support
and prevention programs to families affected by
sexual assault and by fetal alcohol spectrum disorder.
They work with young single parents to help them
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develop vocational plans and life skills. They
facilitate recreation, education and work experience
opportunities for youth and adults with intellectual
disabilities. They assist newcomer youth from
war-affected countries in attaining essential skills for
the Canadian workplace. They run several supported
living and community treatment centres for those
who need them and much, much more.

Last week | attended a community barbecue held
at New Directions' Erin Street location for the
International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia
and Transphobia. | had a chance to speak with Dr.
Jennifer Frain, the executive director of New
Directions, and was overwhelmed by the multitude
of ways that this unique organization touches the
lives of people in our communities, Mr. Speaker. Dr.
Frain emphasized that their approach is not
a one-size-fits-all. They find ways to support an
individual's growth toward well-being on a
case-by-case basis. New Directions has been
providing these kinds of social supports in this way
since 1885. So | think they're onto something.

This is an organization that believes in
emotional, physical, intellectual and cultural
well-being. Their holistic approach can include
everything from drug treatment to music lessons, and
many participants are involved in several of their
programs. They honour people's strengths and
develop partnerships with the children, youth, adults
and families that take part in their programs to help
them reach their goals.

Success can be measured in a variety of ways.
Many of New Directions' clients have found balance
within family, become addiction-free or found
employment. However, | noted something else. The
clients that were in attendance at the barbecue were
enthusiastic, comfortable, engaged and seemed
clearly to have a sense of belonging in the
community, which is, as far as I'm concerned, is one
of the first steps to well-being.

I would like to thank New Directions' staff and
Dr. Frain for their amazing work in empowering
people to improve their own lives and, as a result,
improve our communities.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Snake Pits of Narcisse

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, if you go anywhere near Narcisse,
Manitoba, this spring or summer, be prepared to find
thousands of slithery, writhing red-sided garter

snakes. Only 150 kilometres north of Winnipeg,
Narcisse is home to thousands of snakes which for
years have been entertaining and frightening
thousands of visitors.

Each year in the spring, over 70,000 snakes
emerge in Narcisse after making—after spending the
winter hibernating in the limestone snake pits. These
snake pits are unlike anything else found in the
world. Scientists from across the country and the
United States will travel to Narcisse to study the rare
site of thousands of snakes in one location, as well as
their mating and migration habits.

The snake pits of Narcisse are a network of
caves and crevices formed by underground water and
collapsed limestone, and are the perfect location for
hibernating snakes. Only by congregating below
frost lines and taking up shelter in the limestone pits
are the garter snakes able to survive from the harsh
prairie winters.

Once the sun begins to shine and the snow starts
to melt, the snakes slither forth for yet another
exciting season. The Narcisse snake pits are
protected by Manitoba Conservation and it's
estimated that as many as 20,000 people come to the
area each year to visit. At the site, visitors will find
many orientation signs to guide them on a-and a
three—on a three-kilometre walking trail that winds
through native grassland and aspens—groves. There
are even viewing platforms for those who are less
fond of our cold-blooded friends and wish to keep
their distance.

Regardless of whether you are a snake fan or
not, Mr. Speaker, | encourage the members of this
Legislature to put their fear aside for just a day and
marvel in the wonders of nature and the importance
of conservation. The thousands upon thousands of
slithering, crawling red-sided garter snakes that mate
and hibernate at the snake pits of Narcisse are worth
the short drive for a summer trip you'll never forget.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Shania Sveinson

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Entrepreneur-
ship, Training and Trade): Mr. Speaker, in every
community in Manitoba there are children and youth
who go above and beyond to make the world a better
place and Shania Sveinson is one of those
outstanding youth.

Last night, | was pleased to at