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The House met at 10 a.m.
PRAYER
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PETITIONS
PTH 15

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): Mr. Speaker, these
are the reasons for this petition.

In 2004, the Province of Manitoba made a public
commitment to the people of Springfield to twin
PTH 15 and the floodway bridge on PTH 15, but
then in 2006 the twinning was cancelled.

The injuries resulting from collisions on
PTH 15 continue to rise and have doubled from
2007 to 2008.

In August 2008, the Minister of Transportation
(Mr. Lemieux) stated that "preliminary analysis of
current and future traffic demands indicate that local
twinning will be required.”

The current plan to replace the floodway bridge
on PTH 15 does not include twinning and therefore
does not fulfil the current nor future traffic demands
cited by the Minister of Transportation.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Transportation
consider the immediate twinning of the
PTH 15 floodway bridge for the safety of the citizens
of Manitoba.

Signed by Trustee Al Tymko, Lucille
Dankewich, Steve Dankewich and many, many,
many other Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to be
received by the House.

Seven Oaks Hospital-Emergency Services

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly.

The background to this petition is as follows:

The current Premier (Mr. Doer) and the NDP
government are reducing emergency services at the
Seven Oaks Hospital.

On October 6, 1995, the NDP introduced a
matter of urgent public importance that stated that
"the ordinary business of the House to be set aside to
discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely
the threat to the health-care system posed by this
government's plan to limit emergency services in the
city of Winnipeg community hospitals.”

On December 6, 1995, when the then-PC
government suggested it was going to reduce
emergency services at the Seven Oaks Hospital, the
NDP Leader then asked Premier Gary Filmon to
"reverse the horrible decisions of his government and
his Minister of Health and reopen community-based
emergency wards."

The NDP gave Manitobans the impression that
they supported Seven Oaks Hospital having full
emergency services seven days a week, 24 hours a
day.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Premier of Manitoba consider
how important it is to have the Seven Oaks Hospital
provide full emergency services seven days a week,
24 hours a day.

This is signed by A. Kym, L. Bergson,
D. Johnson and many, many other fine Manitobans.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, I'd like to draw
the attention of honourable members to the public
gallery where we have with us today Mrs. Jen
McFadyen and son James McFadyen, who are the
wife and son of the honourable Leader of the Official
Opposition (Mr. McFadyen).

Also in the Speaker's Gallery we have with us
today Corina and Stefan Schuler, who are the
children of the honourable Member for Springfield
(Mr. Schuler).

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome
you all here today.
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ORAL QUESTIONS

Budget
Deficit

Mr. Hugh McFadyen (Leader of the Official
Opposition): This is, as the Member for Thompson
(Mr. Ashton) said, exactly how he came to be known
as Niki Ashton's dad.

Mr. Speaker, in having a couple of days to have
the public start to absorb the budget brought down
the other day by the Finance Minister, my office and
many MLAs' offices have had comments and
questions from regular Manitobans.

One question that 1 received from a
Mrs. Delacruz [phonetic], who e-mailed the office
and said, how is it that the government can be
bringing in the amount of $10.13 billion and
spending $10.22 billion and be claiming a surplus.

| just want to ask the Premier if he can explain:
When you bring in less money than you spend, is
that a surplus or a deficit?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
member will know, when he was chief of staff to
former Premier Filmon, that in—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Yes, that the Auditor General reserved
comments, full comments, on the audited financial
statements. The Auditor General is required to
comment on the status of whether it fulfils the
requirements of the balanced budget legislation.

On the issue of summary financial budgets,
which has been recommended by the Auditor
General, issues like pension liability are in the
summary financial budget—I know members opposite
only talk about issues like Crown corporations—and
you can't even use the rainy day fund from one year
to another to move it forward, to smooth out these
situations. It's all under GAAP financial accounting.
It's all the revenues in the government and all the
expenditures out of all entities including pension
liabilities and pension obligations.

So, Mr. Speaker, the answer to the question is:
Last year the third-quarter report projects over a
$300-million surplus in GAAP. This year the surplus
is lower, quite a bit lower, at $45 million, | believe,
and that is all in and all out.

Mr. McFadyen: Mr. Speaker, | think, if the Premier
goes back and looks at the Auditor General's
comments in committee, he'll find that she says that
the balanced budget calculation is a policy matter;
it's not something that the Auditor General has ever
commented on. In fact, they said move to GAAP
which has nothing to do with the policy basis for
determining whether or not the budget is balanced.

So, Mr. Speaker, | just want to ask the Premier
again on behalf of the restaurant owner in St. James
who contacted our office, who said that if the
reserves in his restaurant go down and their debt
goes up, they would say that they were losing
money, not making money, but the government
seems to be saying they make money when the
reserves go down and their debts go up.

Can the Premier just explain that apparent
inconsistency to that restaurant owner in St. James?

* (10:10)

Mr. Doer: I'm pleased and delighted with all the
contradictions of the Member for Lac du Bonnet
(Mr. Hawranik) and the Member for Brandon, who
said they wanted GAAP and they don't want GAAP,
that the Leader of the Opposition has now
acknowledged that the Auditor General of Manitoba
has recommended GAAP, and, hallelujah, that's what
we have in the budget in 2009. Let the angels sing in
terms of this budget.

Mr. Speaker, four banks, CIBC, the Toronto
Dominion Bank, the Scotiabank and the Royal Bank
have all said this budget is balanced under GAAP
financial accounting. So four banks have said it; we
have proposed it. The Auditor General eventually
will have to comment on whether we're in a balanced
situation or not. So far that we've been in
government, we've not had an Auditor General
reserve comments because all the facts aren't on the
table. Of course, members opposite would know that
the pension liability used to be under the table.

I would also say to the restaurant owner in
St. James that he should be really happy that
Manitoba will be the first province in Canada to
eliminate the small-business tax. That's a good day
for that restaurant owner.

User Fee for Print Copy

Mr. Hugh McFadyen (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, the restaurant owner in
St. James can't expand because if the revenues go
over the paltry $400,000, they pay corporate taxes at
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among the highest rates in the country and run into a
payroll tax. So the NDP approach is to keep small
businesses small and penalize them every time they
hire someone. The only "GAAP" in this budget is the
credibility gap of the Finance Minister and the
Premier.

Manitobans understand, Mr. Speaker, that when
the debt goes up and the savings account goes down
and when the expenditures are higher than revenue,
that's a loss; that's a deficit. It's not a surplus in their
lives. It's only a surplus in the fantasy world of NDP
politics.

I want to ask the Premier: Why is it that his
government has introduced a new user fee that wasn't
disclosed in the budget-a new user fee that wasn't
disclosed in the budget? They now charge
Manitobans a $25 fee in order to get a copy of the
budget when the budget used to be free and available
to every Manitoban. What is it in the budget that
they're trying to hide from Manitobans that they want
to put a $25 fee in front of them before they can see
their own budget?

It's bad enough that they're charging Manitobans
to vote. It's even worse that they're charging
Manitobans to get a look at their own budget. Why,
Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): | would point out that
TD Economics says Manitoba did not take the easy
way out. It's not running at a deficit, which has
become the norm across Canada. It talks about the
infrastructure spending and tax cuts. It goes on to say
that CIBC-the members opposite would know the
Manitoba representative, Mr. Stefanson-said it's a
very positive budget. BMO Capital Markets says:
one of the select few to balance the books in this
coming fiscal year. Scotiabank, again: The Province
will continue to tackle its pension liability, a
consolidated surplus.

The member opposite and his surrogates talk
about the small-business tax. It was 9 percent when
we came into office. It's 1 percent today. It's going to
zero in 2010. We're going to create thousands of
jobs. The only person who's going to lose their job is
the head of the CFIB because the tax rate will be
zero, Mr. Speaker, in Manitoba.

Budget
Surplus Amount

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon West): Well,
Mr. Speaker, it seems the spin cycle is losing a little
steam. Even the editorialists now recognize that this

is nothing but smoke and mirrors from the Premier
(Mr. Doer) and from the Finance Minister. He talks
about the TD; well, I'll tell you what. The TD Bank
says that we're going to have a retraction of
1.2 percent in GDP. They don't accept that. They
have their budget and they say that they're going to
have more GDP this year than last year. That's not
true.

As a matter of fact, this Finance Minister has put
a surplus in his core budget of $2 million-$2 million.
I wonder if the Finance Minister can tell me if that's
enough cushion to take care of the flooding that's
happening in Manitoba and any other extraordinary
circumstances like a decrease in revenues or GDP
this coming year.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): | didn't
actually detect a question there, just a typical Friday
morning rant for the Member for Brandon West.

The member, if he would have read the budget,
would have noticed that we have $28 million for
disaster relief in the budget, and that goes on top of
10 years of investment in flood protection—
$850 million, Mr. Speaker. There are resources to
help people when they really need it. There are
additional capital expenditures that have provided
ice-cutting equipment, Amphibex equipment and
dikes protecting southern Manitoba, as well as the
floodway which has seen a dramatic expansion. All
of these resources are in place. The trick now is to
make sure that the ice is properly dislocated and
flowing so that these facilities can work properly.

Mr. Speaker, let's not forget the very, very, very
obvious point that all of these investments, members
opposite voted against every single one of them.
They like the George Bush approach. They like the
George Bush approach in North Dakota: do nothing
and then have a major flood in Fargo.

Mr. Borotsik: Well, Mr. Speaker, it's obvious that
the minister has tried to deflect that to a flood. The
problem is that he has a problem with this year's
budget. He had a problem with last year's budget. He
budgeted a $2-million surplus, but he had to bring
$38 million out of his rainy day fund in order to
balance it. Plus, he had to borrow $1.5 billion of
taxpayers' money to balance his budget.

He's got $2 million this year regardless of floods.
The GDP is going down 1.2 percent according to his
bank, the TD Bank. How is he going to be able to
relieve taxpayers, Mr. Speaker, of more debt going
forward in the next year?
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Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the flavour of the day
seems to be the TD Bank. Here's what they said
about the budget: "Over the short term, the
infrastructure spending and tax cuts will provide
some much-needed stimulus to the economy."”
Members will vote against it. "From a longer-term
perspective, the  province's sound  fiscal
management—not to mention its steadily improving
tax competitiveness—will stand it in particularly good
stead.” That's what the TD said.

I know the member would like to read that
because when he does, he'll know that it gives a solid
endorsement to the way we've done the budget this
year.

Tax Reductions

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon West): Well,
Mr. Speaker, let's talk about tax competitiveness.
The Finance Minister, in his '09 budget, proved once
again he can spend, he can borrow and he can tax,
and once again confirmed that he can't keep his
promises.

In his 2008 budget, he was going to give
overburdened taxpayers an ever so slight tax break.
He had a five-year plan, Mr. Speaker. Tax brackets
were going to go from $31,000 to $32,000. On the
high bracket-which is a huge bracket-$67,000 to
$68,000. This is well below inflation, but at least it
was something.

What did we get in this budget, Mr. Speaker?
Nada, zero, nothing. Why did the minister break that
promise too?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance):
Mr. Speaker, this budget has $110 million of tax
reductions. All the member has to do is read it to see
that: $110 million of tax reductions for families, for
senior citizens, for small business, for larger
businesses,  refundability = of  research  and
development tax credits.

It's all there. All the member has to do is read it.
When he does read it, he will note that that
$105 million of tax reductions over the last 10 years
compounds to a total of a billion dollars of tax cuts
that we've provided in Manitoba. That is why
Manitoba is in the top three for affordability, and he
doesn't have to believe it from our tables. If he looks
at the Saskatchewan budget, the Saskatchewan
budget ranked Manitoba No. 1 for affordability in the
country with all family cuts.

Disraeli Freeway
Bridge Repair Options

Mrs.  Bonnie  Mitchelson  (River  East):
Mr. Speaker, | waited with great anticipation on
budget day to hear some positive news for northeast
Winnipeg residents and some support for the Disraeli
Bridge reconstruction, and we heard absolutely
nothing.

Can the government tell us today whether
they've found an alternative plan to keep the Disraeli
Bridge open during construction?

* (10:20)

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): | think the residents of
northeast Winnipeg spoke volumes in terms of their
confidence in this government just a matter of days
ago, and | look forward to seeing the new Member
for EImwood take his seat in this House.

I want to indicate, Mr. Speaker, that we've
always indicated—even though the City has never
approached us in terms of requesting any kind of
official funding or support for the Disraeli Bridge—
that we certainly recognize the concerns that
residents in northeast Winnipeg have, because when
we build bridges, we work to make sure that they are
not closed during the time in which the construction
takes place. You just have to talk to our Minister of
Infrastructure and Transportation (Mr. Lemieux).

I know our Premier (Mr. Doer)-lI have, as
minister, raised those concerns on behalf of northeast
Winnipeg and we'll continue—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Well, thanks, Mr. Speaker, but we
know when Jim Maloway jumped ship it was
because the Premier and his government ignored
him.

The residents of northeast Winnipeg in River
East constituency are speaking loudly and clearly.
I've heard from the residents in Rossmere
constituency, and I'm sure the Member for Rossmere
(Ms. Braun) has heard the same concerns about the
closure of the Disraeli Bridge for 16 months and how
it is unacceptable. At the NDP convention, there was
a resolution that was passed and the NDP
membership directed the Premier to find an
alternative to the closure of the Disraeli Freeway.
Has he found that alternative solution?
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Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): The member knows
that the City of Winnipeg has a bid process. It
includes traffic disruption in terms of northeast
Winnipeg and its impact. | raised this issue long
before the member raised it, long before she had a
press conference with the local councillor, who
seems to be incapable of getting some kind of
recognition for northeast Winnipeg. She had that
press conference in EImwood, and her photo op.

We absolutely believe—and I've said it publicly
and I've said it privately to the mayor—that the way in
which we try to build construction, closing one span
down and keeping the other span open, is the best
way to go and we've said that to the City. When the
mayor and council open the plans that they have
allowed to be tendered we will try to find a solution
to that.

We have taken the budget of $6 million for roads
and capital works. When the member opposite was in
Cabinet, the amount of money that went to the City
of Winnipeg was $6 million. It's $36 million now.
When the member opposite was in Cabinet, the
Perimeter Highway on the northeast side of
Winnipeg was not rebuilt. It's being rebuilt now.

So we need no feigned indignation from the
member opposite. She had a chance; she failed. We
will succeed, Mr. Speaker.

Mrs. Mitchelson: But the delegates at the NDP
convention unanimously-and | guess the Premier,
because it was unanimous—voted in favour of finding
an alternative. They have put themselves right in the
middle of this situation.

When will he start to take some positive action?
When will he stop paying lip-service and put his
money where his mouth is and find the alternative
solution that was directed at him by his membership
and his own vote?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the member opposite's lips
uttered a comment with $6 million in a budget year
after year after year. Our budget has $36 million in
the budget for the last three years for the City of
Winnipeg, an unprecedented amount of money for
capital, including roads.

The Disraeli Bridge is a priority for this
government. We're glad we have open and
democratic conventions, vigorous debate,
Mr. Speaker, but we don't try to talk out of both sides
of our mouth. When the City of Winnipeg opens up
the bid process, hopefully they will find a solution

and we will certainly work in partnership with the

City of Winnipeg. It is absolutely crucial we work in
partnership.

We're not going to grandstand on it. We're going
to work with them to find a solution, Mr. Speaker.

Budget
Livestock Industry

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): This week’s budget
failed to mention that Manitoba's cattle and livestock
producers are in the middle of an economic storm.
The livestock sector is an economic drive of
Manitoba, responsible for a significant portion of our
annual exports. I'm regularly contacted by cattle
producers, pork producers who are having trouble
making ends meet, yet the budget fails to realize the
hurt in this industry.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of Agriculture
explain why the budget fails to mention the livestock
sector and deal with the issues facing the cattle and
pork industry?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Initiatives): Indeed, the livestock
sector is a very important part of our economy,
Mr. Speaker.

If the member opposite will look at the details of
the budget that he has already seen, he will see that
we have increased the amount of money that will be
there for the programs, the safety net programs.

There have been changes that have been made
into the wild hay insurances, Mr. Speaker. The
member opposite fails to mention that we did just
recently, with the federal minister, announce two
programs for the livestock industry in the Interlake,
the Livestock Feed Assistance Program as well as
the Forage Restoration Assistance Program, which
will put significant amounts of money into that area.

Mr. Eichler: This comes as an announcement five
months after the disaster happened. She could have
done it in September or October instead of dragging
her feet, Mr. Speaker. This is not the type of answer
that the cattle producers, hog producers have any
confidence in.

In commenting on the budget, the Keystone Ag
Producers said they wanted the provincial
government to address the critical economic
downturn that Manitoba's livestock producers are
facing. They've yet to see anything in the budget, in
the impression that gives the pork producers any
hope is simply not the case.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask the minister again: How
could this financial crisis faced by the livestock
sector be overlooked by this government?

Ms. Wowchuk: We have been working with the
industry from the moment these challenges began.
We addressed the issues with the pork industry
when they were facing a downturn. In August
when my colleague, the MLA for Interlake
(Mr. Nevakshonoff) called, we went out into the
Interlake and we announced the Forage Assistance
Program to help people move hay into the region,
Mr. Speaker.

We contacted the federal government and asked
for a tax deferral for these people. We made various
changes with the federal government on the
AgriStability programs, the cash advance, the
emergency cash advance to get money into the
people's hands. Just last week, two weeks ago, we
announced a $22-million package which will put
money into the producers' hands. These programs
are—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Eichler: Mr. Speaker, the minister should know
very well that negative margins don't qualify. These
people have faced BSE since 2003. The minister
knows they're not going to trigger a payment.

Manitoba's beef herds fell 6.1 percent in 2008.
Many hog producers had to close their operations.
Our rural communities depend on a healthy livestock
sector to help support their local businesses, and they
are hurting as well. The budget contains promises of
more regulations but fails to outline a long-term
vision for our livestock sector.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the minister once again:
Where is the plan to sustain and grow Manitoba's
livestock sector? Does she not recognize the value
this industry has for this province of Manitoba?

Ms. Wowchuk: This government absolutely values
this industry, Mr. Speaker, and recognizes its
contribution to the economy. That's why we
have worked so hard with the industry on
country-of-origin labelling. That's why we've hired
additional staff in the U.S. to help us try to resolve
that issue. We've worked very closely with the
federal government to put in place programs. If the
member opposite will look at the budget, he will see
that there are additional funds in place to deal with
AgriStability and the business risk management
program.

Mr. Speaker, to develop programs, we work with
the industry, and programs are developed on their
recommendation. When the hog producers came to
us and told us they needed loans, we put those loans
in place.

* (10:30)

Flooding
Assistance to Rural Municipalities

Mrs. Mavis Taillieu (Morris): Mr. Speaker, I've
been contacted by a constituent who has raised
concerns with me about the maintenance of drainage
systems along PR 427 in Headingley. He is very
concerned about the blocked ditches and culverts and
the problems that this creates such as overland
flooding which does, indeed, threaten homes,
businesses and roads.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to ask the Minister of
Infrastructure and Transportation (Mr. Lemieux) to
provide an update about what steps are being taken
to ensure that blocked drains and ditches are being
cleared to help reduce the risk of this flooding.

Hon. Christine Melnick (Minister of Water
Stewardship): Mr. Speaker, there is, indeed, quite a
new situation for us this year. Culverts that have
been frozen over and that had been thawed are
refreezing. This is an issue that is being dealt with by
MIT. We are watching it closely. We are working
with the municipalities. We are seeing a different
weather pattern than we have seen in the past, and
we are working with our partners around these
issues.

If the member has a particular issue, if the
member has a particular situation, | would encourage
her to get in touch with me after question period, and
certainly we will look at what the situation is on an
individual basis as well.

Mrs. Taillieu: Mr. Speaker, | thank the minister for
the answer but really this is not a new issue. It's an
ongoing issue and there are many miles of ditches
and hundreds of culverts in the Red River Valley.
We recognize that this year's weather conditions are
creating extreme challenges as culverts become
blocked with ice and water is slow to start moving in
the ditches, but time is of the essence to keep trying
to address the drainage concerns.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the Minister of
Transportation (Mr. Lemieux) to advise whether his
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department is looking at using outside companies to
help with drainage challenges and, if so, how many
firms and how much equipment will be contracted?

Ms. Melnick: Mr. Speaker, |1 know that my
colleague, the Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation (Mr. Lemieux) is looking at many
options. | know that his crews are working around
the clock, working in partnership  with
municipalities. | know that they're doing all that they
can.

Again, we're in an extremely wet period. The
earth last fall was permeated with moisture. We
know that we're seeing an abundance of water over
the land. We are doing everything that we can with
our partners to alleviate any problems that we are
seeing throughout Manitoba.

Mrs. Taillieu: Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to hear that the
government is working with the municipal
governments because they also play an invaluable
role when it comes to flood preparation across the
province. Local governments have first-hand
knowledge and experience in managing drainage
issues.

Many municipal governments have expressed a
willingness to assist the provincial government in
flood preparations; however, it is important that they
know up front how they will be reimbursed if they
become involved in helping to do maintenance on
provincial roads and drains.

So, Mr. Speaker, | will ask the Minister of
Infrastructure and Transportation to make a
commitment today to reimburse municipalities for
any costs that they incur while maintaining
provincial roads and drains to help prepare and
alleviate flooding.

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): Mr. Speaker, | can assure
the member opposite that we're working very closely
with municipalities and, in fact, where required, we
have been applying provincial resources directly to
assist municipalities.

In fact, yesterday, the Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation had provincial highway crews
clearing roads in the four affected communities in
terms of the ice jams, because we recognize that all
of their available staff were out dealing with the
emergency. It was important to maintain those links
within the four affected municipalities for flood

protection to continue but also for emergency
purposes. Every municipality has an emergency plan.
We have constant contact and | can assure the
member opposite that our approach as a Province has
been whatever it takes, we are applying the resources
to get it done.

It's not an issue of jurisdiction. Federal,
provincial, municipal, we're all working together on
this.

Assiniboine River Diversion
Ice-Flow Management

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie):
Mr. Speaker, as we're all aware, the Assiniboine
River Diversion in Portage la Prairie is a critical
component in  Manitoba's flood protection
infrastructure as it channels flood waters to Lake
Manitoba.

I would like to ask the minister responsible for
the operation of the Assiniboine River Diversion, in
light of the ice jamming on the Red River, is the
government now planning on sending ice flow down
the Assiniboine River Diversion in addition to the
flood waters to Lake Manitoba?

Hon. Christine Melnick (Minister of Water
Stewardship): Mr. Speaker, we are watching the
levels of the Assiniboine River. We do have an ice
cutter out on Lake Manitoba right now that is cutting
the ice around the exit of the Portage Diversion into
Lake Manitoba. We're wanting to make sure that
waters will flow smoothly, that ice will flow
smoothly up the Portage Diversion to relieve any
unnecessary stress on the Assiniboine River as it
flows, as it makes its way through the eastern portion
of Manitoba. We're watching this very closely. We
have meters that are giving us real time, cfs, the flow
of the water, as well as water levels.

So we're watching not only the Assiniboine but
also the Portage Diversion and doing what we can to
make sure that there's a smooth flow throughout the
diversion.

Trans-Canada Highway and PR 227
Alternate Routes in Case of Closure

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie):
Mr. Speaker, that answer concerns me greatly. I'm
sure the minister knows that the diversion channel
was not, and | repeat, not designed to accommodate
any ice. The bridge spans over the channel could
sustain catastrophic damage.
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I would like to ask the minister: What plans are
in place for the closure of the Trans-Canada
Highway and/or Provincial Road 227, which is
Manitoba's designated flood evacuation route for the
city of Winnipeg?

Hon. Christine Melnick (Minister of Water
Stewardship): | know, Mr. Speaker, that my
colleague, the Minister of Infrastructure and

Transportation (Mr. Lemieux), with his department,
is looking at all possibilities for all channels in and
out of Winnipeg. | know that the plan extends
throughout eastern and western Manitoba, as well as
down into the States. | know that there is a lot of
co-operation going on again between municipalities,
between all three levels of government. We're
watching very closely and we're making plans for
various scenarios that may or, hopefully, may not
arise.

Mr. Faurschou: Well, Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that the
minister is also aware that the last time the
Assiniboine River Diversion was used, the boom
broke and ice did travel down the channel and there
was severe damage to Provincial Road 227 bridge. It
had to be closed, and that is indeed this province's
evacuation route in the event of a flood for the city of
Winnipeg.

I want to ask the minister: What plans to
alleviate the concerns that are in the city of Winnipeg
and, indeed, for all Manitobans—what this
government is planning if in event those bridges
have to be shut down because of the ice in the
channel.

Ms. Melnick: Again, Mr. Speaker, | know that my
colleague is planning on safety first for all
Manitobans, that there are a series of plans that are
currently in place for roadways, the opening of
roadways, the closing of roadways, making sure that
if there is a problem on one section of a highway or a
bridge, as the Member for Portage raises, that there
will be alternate routes.

I know that there are plans that are put in place
for whether or not there is an expansion of ice
conditions. We're doing everything that we can to
make sure that ice conditions are alleviated as they
develop. We're working very closely with our
municipalities on that. Again, safety is No. 1. That is
what we are focussing on. We are working all
together with the various machinery that we have in
the province and, certainly, with the manpower-I
should say person power, Mr. Speaker, to try to
make this as—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Seven Oaks Hospital
Emergency Room Service Reductions

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, in
the last couple of days I've had discussions with
medical officials and professionals that have made it
very clear to me that there was an incident that
occurred at the Seven Oaks Hospital that almost cost
the life of a Manitoban. It's only by chance that this
lady survived and is alive today. Suffering internal
massive bleeding, if she was put into a hospital to be
transferred or not able to have immediate service, she
would have, in fact, bled to death and she would
have died. There is no doubt in my mind that that is,
in fact, the case. It's only because of chance that she's
here today and the good will of a doctor that
happened to become available not because he was
on-call but happened to be available.

My question to the Minister of Health is: Will
she recognize the decision to minimize the services
offered at the Seven Oaks emergency is a bad
decision for the safety of our patients in Manitoba?

Hon. Theresa Oswald (Minister of Health): |
would say that every member of this House, the
member opposite included, would extend their
heartfelt concerns for anyone, at any time, who has
an adverse event, whether it's requiring surgery or as
a result of illness. I'm very pleased to discuss with
the member after question period some specifics
about this case that he mentions today.

What I can confirm for the member is that it was
medical leadership, medical doctors, that made the
decision and the recommendation to consolidate
general surgery with patient safety at the forefront,
Mr. Speaker. | would not substitute the judgment of a
politician for a medical doctor on such matters at any
time.

* (10:40)

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, that's where | differ.
If I was the Minister of Health, the first thing I would
be doing is | would be firing Brian Postl. Further to
that, I'd be listening to what the medical officials on
the bedside are actually saying about what you're
doing, Madam Minister, in regard to health-care
services.

The emergency services at the Seven Oaks
hospital have been depleted and the patients' health is
being put at risk. It's about patient safety. It's about
delivering community services to our communities,
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whether it's in The Maples, whether it's the Victoria
Hospital, Concordia Hospital, Mr. Speaker.
Manitobans need to be concerned that this minister
does not understand the importance of community
hospitals. She's putting a few elite doctors ahead of
what the public expects and wants to see.

When is this minister going to have the courage
to be able to make and reverse decisions that will end
community hospitals in the city of Winnipeg?

Ms. Oswald: | can tell you, as minister, if | had to
make the choice between following the advice of
medical doctors who don't always agree, | concede
that point. But if | had to choose between taking the
advice of medical doctors when it comes to general
surgery, the consolidation as a result of some
specialization, the advice of medical doctors versus
the Member for Inkster, it would be no contest,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, that's just it. I'll
listen and I'll take the advice of medical doctors. I'll
take the advice of those front-line registered nurses
and so forth that are delivering the services, and
those individuals are saying that this minister does
not know what she's talking about. She's following a
few elite that are changing the system to the
detriment of Manitobans, and she has no idea that it's
happening. She needs to get out of her ivory tower,
get out of the Legislative Building, and start talking
to the grass-roots doctors, the doctors that are
performing the emergency operations, the nurses that
are providing this service. If she was talking to them,
she would find out the mistake is that she needs to
demonstrate more leadership.

It's time to deal with the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority. They made a stupid decision and
this minister, Mr. Speaker, has to reverse the
decision.

Ms. Oswald: We have endeavoured to work with the
member opposite in explaining the nature of
subspecialization. We know that we have centres of
excellence in Manitoba. We have a cardiac centre of
excellence where it's safe and appropriate for surgery
to occur there. We have an eye care centre of
excellence. The member opposite wants to put his
head in the sand, not understand about
subspecialization. If he were to go to the doctor
tomorrow and have an issue with his kidney,
perhaps, he would want to have the doctor that does
hundreds of these operations, not one that might do
three of them in a year.

Mr. Speaker, | was at Seven Oaks Hospital
yesterday announcing $5.7 million for emergency
care. I'm sure that the member opposite is going to
vote in favour of that with the budget.

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
Northern Manitoba Service Cuts

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker,
none of the provincial newspapers or television
stations have reporters based in the north or have
dedicated coverage of the north. My question to the
Acting Minister of Aboriginal and Northern Affairs
(Mr. Robinson) concerns the CBC's decision to cut
their last two northern reporters at Thompson and
The Pas.

Is the Province speaking out in opposition to
these senseless and mean-spirited cuts?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): Mr. Speaker, as a
northerner, 1 was shocked yesterday to learn that
North Country, which has served Manitobans for
more than three decades, has been cut by the CBC.
The reporter based in The Pas has been cut and, for
two staff positions, we risk losing our northern
voices being heard. | want to stress, by the way, there
are 23 transmitters to transmit North Country signals
throughout northern Manitoba.

I would say, Mr. Speaker, and | know this is a
sentiment shared by our minister of northern affairs
who started with North Country, we would urge the
CBC and the federal government to go back to the
drawing board and save our CBC North Country. Get
that reporter back in The Pas and make sure that
northern Manitoba is on the map when it comes to
broadcasting with our Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. Save our CBC.

Pinawa Hospital
Ambulance Service Reductions

Mr. Gerald Hawranik (Lac du Bonnet): A
regional hospital is located in Pinawa which serves
both the communities of Lac du Bonnet and Pinawa
as well as other nearby communities. Both Lac du
Bonnet and Pinawa currently have ambulance
facilities protecting each community. Our local
health authority is proposing to discontinue both
ambulance facilities in favour of only one facility
halfway between both communities.

So | ask the Minister of Health: What is her
position? Is she in favour of this proposal by our
local health authority?
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Hon. Theresa Oswald (Minister of Health): |
thank the member for the question. We know that
through the Medical Transportation Coordination
Centre sited in Brandon that we have information
and data concerning ambulance travel, personnel
response time, as we have never had it before in
Manitoba.

I also know that our regional health authorities
work in close connection with their facilities
concerning emergency response time because we
know that all Manitobans want to know that when
there is an emergency in their home or in their area,
they're going to get the best possible, most rapid
response time.

So the regional health authority continues to
work on this plan to make sure that people are
getting the service that they need when they need it.

Mr. Speaker: Time for oral questions has expired.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Bernadette McCann

Ms. Marilyn Brick (St. Norbert): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to rise today to recognize the work of
Bernadette McCann, someone who has dedicated her
life and herself to the service of new Manitobans.
Ms. McCann has been a neighbourhood immigrant
settlement worker in my constituency of St. Norbert
for the past five years.

In her role as a settlement worker, Ms. McCann
is committed to aid immigrants and refugees as they
transition into the communities of southwest
Winnipeg. Her duties include helping to settle
newcomers into their homes and providing access to
necessary social and emotional support.

Ms. McCann helps new Manitobans and their
families adjust by showing them how to navigate
various services, including transportation, health
care, child care and schools and putting them in
touch with faith-based organizations, parent centres,
family resource facilities, recreation centres and
community centres.

Ms.  McCann also co-developed and
co-ordinated a community-based la