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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PETITIONS
Highway 227

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): I wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition.

It is unacceptable for the residents of Manitoba
to travel the unsafe gravel roads of Highway 227 in
the constituencies of Lakeside and Portage la Prairie.

Inclement weather can make Highway 227
treacherous to all drivers.

Allowing better access to Highway 227 would
ease the flow of traffic on the Trans-Canada
Highway.

Residences along Highway 227 are not as
accessible to emergency services due to the nature of
the current condition of the roadway.

The condition of these gravel roads can cause
serious damage to all vehicles, which is unaccept-
able.

Residents of Manitoba deserve a better rural
highway infrastructure.

We petition the Manitoba Legislative Assembly
as follows:

To request that the Minister of Transportation
and Government Services to consider having
Highway 227 paved from the junction of highways
248 and 227 all the way to Highway 16, the
Yellowhead route.

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
supporting said initiatives to ensure the safety of all
Manitobans and all Canadians who travel along
Manitoba highways.

Submitted on behalf of Carl Fleury, Shirley
Fleury, Stacy Sorenson and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to be
received by the House, and this will mean for all
future petitions.

Minimum Sitting Days for Legislative Assembly

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): I beg to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

The Manitoba Legislature sat for only 37 days in
2003.

Manitobans expect their Government to be
accountable, and the number of sitting days has a
direct impact on the issue of public accountability.

Manitobans expect their elected officials to be
provided the opportunity to be able to hold the
Government accountable.

The Legislative Assembly provides the best
forum for all MLAs to debate and ask questions of
the Government, and it is critical that all MLAs be
provided the time needed in order for them to cover
constituent and party duties.

Establishing a minimum number of sitting days
could prevent the government of the day from
limiting the rights of opposition members from being
able to ask questions.

We petition the
Manitoba as follows:

Legislative Assembly of

To request the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba to consider recognizing the need to sit for a
minimum of 80 days in any given calendar year.

Signed by J. Cannon, D. Normand, and R.
Richard.

Mr. Speaker: Before recognizing the honourable
Member for Charleswood, I would like to ask the
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House if I could have agreement to instead of
repeating after every petition, "when a petition is
read it is received by the House," if I could just do it
once after the first petition which would be applic-
able to the rest of the petitions for each day. Could I
have agreement of the House?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
Mr. Speaker: I thank you very much.
Alzheimer's Disease

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): I wish to
present the following petition.

Alzheimer's is a debilitating disease.

Cholinesterase inhibitors are known to slow or
even prevent the progression of Alzheimer's.

The provincial government asked for the devel-
opment of an Alzheimer's strategy in 2000 and was
presented with nine recommendations in 2002, none
of which have yet been implemented.

In the absence of a provincial Alzheimer's
strategy, the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority
put in place a policy in November 2003 whereby
Alzheimer's patients entering personal care homes
are being weaned from certain Alzheimer medi-
cations in a move that the WRHA's vice-president of
long-term care has referred to as a financial
necessity.

The administrative costs of the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority have more than tripled
since 1999, to a total of more than $16 million a
year.

In a move that amounts to two-tier medicine, the
families of Alzheimer's sufferers in personal care
homes may request that the drugs continue to be
delivered at the family's expense.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak)
to ensure that his attempts to balance his depart-
ment's finances are not at the expense of the health
and well-being of seniors and other vulnerable
Manitobans suffering from this debilitating disease.

* (13:35)

To urge the Minister of Health to consider
reversing his decision to deny Alzheimer's patients in
personal care homes access to certain medications.

To request the Minister of Health to consider
implementing a provincial Alzheimer's strategy.

Signed by Bernie Goertz, Ron Broten, Dennis
Cavanagh and others.

Proposed PLA-Floodway

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): T wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The Province of Manitoba has tabled legislation
in the Legislature that may result in the $660-million
expansion of the Red River Floodway by the summer
of 2005.

The Premier of Manitoba plans to subject all
work related to the project to a Project Labour
Agreement (PLA).

The proposed PLA would force all employees on
the project to belong to a union.

Approximately 95 percent of heavy construction
companies in Manitoba are currently non-unionized.

The Manitoba Heavy Construction Association
has indicated that the forced unionization of all
employees may increase the costs of the project by
$65 million.

The chair of B.C.'s 2010 Construction Leaders
Taskforce has stated, "Major industrial projects built
under project labour agreements from the energy
sector in Alberta to off-shore development on the
East Coast have repeatedly incurred cost overruns,
labour disruptions and delays."

Organizations including the Winnipeg Chamber
of Commerce, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation,
the Manitoba Heavy Construction Association, the
Canadian Federation of Independent Business, the
Merit Contractors Association of Manitoba, the
Winnipeg Construction Association, the Construc-
tion Association of Rural Manitoba and the Canadian
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Construction Association have publicly opposed the
Premier's plan to turn the floodway expansion project
into a union-only worksite.

Manitobans deserve an open and fair compe-
tition that protects taxpayers from unnecessary costs
and respects workers' democratic choice.

Manitobans support the right of any company,
both union and non-union, to participate in the
expansion of the Red River Floodway.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of

Manitoba as follows:

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
ending his Government's forced unionization plan of
companies involved with the Red River Floodway
expansion.

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
entering into discussions with business, construction
and labour groups to ensure any qualified company
and worker, regardless of their union status, is
afforded the opportunity to bid and work on the
floodway expansion project.

Signed by R. Fraser, R. W. Powell, R. Gosling
and others.

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): I wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition.

The Province of Manitoba has tabled legislation
in the Legislature that may result in the $660-million
expansion of the Red River Floodway by the summer
of 2005.

The Premier of Manitoba plans to subject all
work related to the project to a Project Labour
Agreement (PLA).

The proposed PLA would force all employees on
the project to belong to a union.

Approximately 95 percent of heavy construction
companies in Manitoba are currently non-unionized.

The Manitoba Heavy Construction Association
has indicated that the forced unionization of all
employees may increase the costs of the project by
$65 million.

The chair of B.C.'s 2010 Construction Leaders
Taskforce has stated, "Major industrial projects built
under project labour agreements from the energy
sector in Alberta to off-shore development on the
East Coast have repeatedly incurred cost overruns,
labour disruptions and delays."

Organizations including the Winnipeg Chamber
of Commerce, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation,
the Manitoba Heavy Construction Association, the
Canadian Federation of Independent Business, the
Merit Contractors Association of Manitoba, the
Winnipeg Construction Association, the Construc-
tion Association of Rural Manitoba and the Canadian
Construction Association have publicly opposed the
Premier's plan to turn the floodway expansion project
into a union-only worksite.

Manitobans deserve an open and fair compe-
tition that protects taxpayers from unnecessary costs
and respects workers' democratic choice.

Manitobans support the right of any company,
both union and non-union, to participate in the
expansion of the Red River Floodway.

We petition the
Manitoba as follows:

Legislative Assembly of

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
ending his Government's forced unionization plans
of companies involved with the Red River Floodway
expansion.

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
entering into discussions with business, construction
and labour groups to ensure any qualified company
and worker, regardless of their union status, is
afforded the opportunity to bid and work on the
floodway expansion project.

This is signed by Ryan Olfert, Rolando
Giesbrecht, Orlando Braun and others.

* (13:40)
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Pharmacare

Mrs. Mavis Taillieu (Morris): T wish to present the
following petition.

These are the reasons for the petition.

Pharmacare is a drug benefit program for any
Manitoban, regardless of age, whose income is
seriously affected by high prescription drug costs.

Under the Doer government, Pharmacare deduc-
tibles have been increased by five percent each year
for the last three years. As a result of the 15% hike in
Pharmacare deductibles, individuals are facing
increased costs ranging from $36 to $660 a year.
Seniors, fixed- and low-income-earning Manitobans
are the most negatively impacted by these increases.

We petition the
Manitoba as follows:

Legislative Assembly of

To urge the Premier of Manitoba to consider
reversing his decision to increase Pharmacare deduc-
tibles by 5 percent in Budget 2004,

To request the Premier of Manitoba to consider
reducing health care bureaucracy, as previously
promised, and direct those savings into sustaining
Pharmacare.

To urge the Premier of Manitoba to consider re-
evaluating his Government's priorities and to
consider suspending his Government's plans to spend
$100 million on new VLTs at a time when seniors
and fixed-income Manitobans cannot afford
medication.

It is signed by E. Pourier, E. S. Piper and M.
Dessureault.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Diane McGifford (Minister of Advanced
Education and Training): T am pleased to table the
2004-2005 Departmental Expenditure Estimates for
Manitoba Advanced Education and Training.

Hon. Jim Rondeau (Minister responsible for
Healthy Living): 1 am pleased to table the
Supplementary Information for Legislative Review
for 2004-2005 for the Departmental Expenditures for
Healthy Child Manitoba.

Also 1 would like to table the Departmental
Expenditures for the Manitoba Seniors Directorate.

Hon. Eric Robinson (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): I am pleased to table the
Culture, Heritage and Tourism Supplementary
Information for Legislative Review for the
Departmental Estimates 2004-2005.

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Energy, Science and
Technology): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to table the
Supplementary Information for Legislative Review
for the Department of Energy, Science and
Technology for 2004-2005.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, I would like
to draw the attention of all honourable members to
the Speaker's Gallery where we have with us Mr.
Nishish Jha from India who is the brother of the
honourable Member for Radisson (Mr. Jha).

On behalf of all honourable members, I welcome
you here today.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Red River Floodway Expansion
Master Labour Agreement

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Manitobans have watched with some
disgust and some disappointment over this Premier's
continued bungling of the floodway expansion
project. His refusal to listen to the vast majority of
Manitobans who are fundamentally opposed to his
plans to force workers to pay union dues and force
companies to be part of a union organization is
causing undue delay in getting on with the work at
hand, which is building the floodway.

His failure to take the issue of forced union-
ization and forced union dues off the table has, and
is, surely causing unnecessary delays as Mr. Wally
Fox-Decent prepares his report and has denied all
parties the ability to reach an agreement on the
floodway expansion project agreement. Mr. Speaker,
my question to the Premier: Has he received the
report from Professor Wally Fox-Decent?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): I have not received the
report. I will consult with our minister, but I just
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want to make some corrections on the rhetoric of the
member opposite. Firstly, we have continued in our
work that was scheduled to take place in 2004 after
we reached an agreement which was signed off in
November of 2003. We have continued in our design
work, particularly dealing with the design of the
floodway and its impact upon ground water and
wells. We have not lost a moment in terms of that.

Secondly—and the Member for River Heights
(Mr. Gerrard) asked questions previously about
going to a separate federal and provincial process—
we have condensed that time through the good
offices of Mr. Gilroy from a potential three-year
environmental licensing process to a one-year
environmental process. The information on the
ground water and wells is crucial for the environ-
mental licence.

If we were to proceed building the floodway
now without an environmental licence, we would be
breaking the law. I know some surrogates are
suggesting that. Is the member opposite suggesting
the province of Manitoba break the law?

* (13:45)

Mr. Murray: No, Mr. Speaker. I am suggesting the
Premier take forced unionization and forcing non-
union workers to pay union dues off the table. That is
what I am suggesting.

I think all of us in this House have heard the
radio ads and all of us have seen the television
commercials that are playing around this issue but
perhaps the Premier has not, or if he has, perhaps he
is not listening to them the way that he is not
listening to the vast majority of Manitobans who tell
him to do the right thing and take forced unionization
off the table.

I would like to repeat one from the Premier, and
I quote, "The clock is ticking, draining weeks and
months from the critical job of expanding the
floodway." Government says it is a top priority yet
they continue to delay, leaving all of us waiting. Let
us tell them it is time. It is time to make a decision. It
is time to end the fighting. It is time to build a
floodway, Mr. Speaker. It is time for the Premier to
make a decision. It is time for the Premier to end the
fighting. It is time for the Premier to take forced
unionization and forced union dues off the table. It is
time to get on with building the floodway. Will he do

the right thing and take forced unionization off the
table?

Mr. Doer: The member opposite tells us to build the
floodway. He is telling us to break the law because
we do not have an environmental licence. We are
applying for an environmental licence based on the
new science and engineering work that has been
completed. I am surprised the members opposite
would be quoting from an ad that tells us to break the
law. Surely to goodness in this Legislature we should
be following the law.

Mr. Murray: I am surprised, Mr. Speaker, that this
Premier was unable to deal with the business
community in Manitoba and had to bring in Wally
Fox-Decent to deal with an issue that he was
incapable of dealing with.

All he had to do was simply take forced
unionization off the table to allow those companies,
95 percent of which in Manitoba are non-unionized,
to get on with what is important. That is what this is
all about. We have heard that the report of the
floodway expansion project will not require as much
digging as first thought. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately
for Manitobans, this Premier is digging himself and
his Government deeper and deeper into a hole
because he will not take forced unionization off the
table.

Now, I am going to ask the Premier, because we
have seen in this House, Mr. Speaker, where a
committee that he put together to talk about funding
of education in Manitoba that spent two years
working very hard, one of the recommendations they
put forward to this Premier was to increase the
provincial sales tax by 1 percent. He stood in this
place and he said, no, he would not agree to that.

I want to ask this First Minister: If Professor
Wally Fox-Decent brings forward a report that in any
way, shape or form talks about forced unionization,
will he also say no to that forced unionization, no to
that recommendation, and get on with building the
floodway?

An Honourable Member: -a
answer.

seven-year-old's

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, speaking of seven-year-
olds, the little echo from Springfield, I am sorry, the
honourable Member for Springfield (Mr. Schuler),
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would know all about seven-year-olds. He would not
know the statement that Vic Toews made in this
House about—

* (13:50)

An Honourable Member: Grow up, Mr. Premier,
grow up.

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would point
out to the honourable member that this side of the
House will be bringing in pension legislation, when
we bring it in, that will protect spouses, not like his
legislation.

Red River Floodway Expansion
Master Labour Agreement

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Water Stewardship has stated publicly
that all workers on the floodway expansion project
would be forced to pay union dues. Industry
representatives have stated that this unnecessary
provision would add to the cost to Manitoba tax-
payers $65 million. The Premier said in his last
answer that he has not lost a moment on the studies
that he has put forward.

I wonder if the Minister of Water Stewardship
has given even one moment to finding out and doing
an analysis on what the costs of forced union dues
would be to taxpayers in Manitoba.

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Water Steward-
ship): 1 am very surprised that members opposite
have not acknowledged that there is a very
significant amount of work that is ongoing. In fact,
we made a very significant announcement that
members opposite, 1 thought, would have been
asking questions about, the design of the floodway,
which, thanks to the excellent engineering work
being done by the engineering consultants and by the
Floodway Expansion Authority, is going to result in
deepening of no more than two feet compared to the
original design of no more than six feet.

You can ask the Member for Selkirk (Mr.
Dewar), who raised this question yesterday, how
important that is to his constituents. It is also
important to constituents in Springfield.

We are continuing with the work and, indeed,
that will be done with the same budget we have been
talking about all the way along. So the members
opposite who keep tabling petitions saying the
floodway may be built, I can tell them it will be built.
We are doing the preparatory work now and we are
ensuring it will be built, unlike turning it into a
political football as they have.

Mr. Goertzen: Mr. Speaker, either the minister did
not listen to the question or he simply does not care
to hear the question. I did not ask about the design of
the floodway. I did not ask about the depth of the
floodway. I asked about what the additional costs to
the Manitoba taxpayers would be if they go ahead
with forced union dues.

Has anybody in his department, has the minister
even cared to look what the cost to the taxpayers
would be if there is a suggestion for forced union
dues on the floodway? What would that kickback
cost, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, members opposite may
not have noticed—

Mr. Speaker: Order. I have not recognized the
honourable member yet.

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, I am just very anxious to
answer the question. In fact, my apologies.

Mr. Speaker, I want to indicate that Wally Fox-
Decent, who is a very well-respected Manitoban, has
been working with all the stakeholders. Due to some
personal circumstances, Mr. Fox-Decent has, in fact,
had to cancel a number of other obligations. We all
hope that he will be in a position to provide that
report soon and will provide us some clear direction
based on the stakeholder input which is very
important.

I want to stress to the member opposite again,
the working data work on the environmental work,
the engineering work, and the budget for the
floodway remains unchanged. In fact, we are going
to be able to stick to that budget and minimize
ground water effects.

Those are real issues, Mr. Speaker, unlike the
political footballs that members opposite keep trying
to recycle in this House.
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Mr. Goertzen: Well, the minister said that he was
eager to answer the question so it is funny that he did
not bother to answer the question. I did not ask about
the environmental impact. I did not ask about the
depth of the floodway, and I did not ask about the
design of the floodway.

What I asked this minister very clearly, and I
will ask it again on behalf of all Manitobans: What
will the additional costs to the forced union dues on
the floodway project be? Has his Government done
any analysis on what amounts to a kickback to his
union buddies will be? Or has he not even bothered
to ask? Or is he incompetent? Or both?

* (13:55)

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, the floodway remains
unchanged, the member opposite did not understand.
I would remind him that before he now wants to go
back to criticizing the process we put in place, that
indeed the Winnipeg Construction Association, the
Construction Association of Rural Manitoba, the
Merit Contractors and the Heavy Construction
Association all urge us to appoint publicly Wally
Fox-Decent, to put him in place.

Apparently stakeholders in Manitoba have faith
in Wally Fox-Decent. Members opposite do not, but
their only concern with the floodway is politics.

Auto Theft Rates
Reduction Strategy

Mr. Gerald Hawranik (Lac du Bonnet): Auto theft
rates in Winnipeg have increased by 7 percent from
1999 to 2002 and another 6.7% increase to 2003.
Rick Linden, a criminologist and chairman of the
province's Auto Theft Task Force, said, "Vehicle
theft remains high in Winnipeg and Winnipeg has
one of the highest per capita car theft rates in
Canada."

Why has the Minister of Justice not reduced auto
theft rates when he has promised us time and time
again to do so?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): Imagine getting lessons from
Conservatives on the auto theft rates, Mr. Speaker?

It is my understanding that the auto theft rate last
year increased 5.6 percent, a rate that was still lower
than 2001. I remind members opposite, when they

were in office the auto theft rate increased 285
percent.

Mr. Hawranik: Mr. Speaker, just when we thought
auto theft rates could soar no further, they increased
another 6.7 percent last year. They probably would
have gone even further, except that the police stolen
vehicle phone line was busy for three days and those
who had their automobile stolen could not get
through.

Is this the minister's answer to decreasing auto
thefts? Do not answer the stolen vehicle line and
therefore it does not form part of the stolen vehicle
numbers.

Mr. Mackintosh: I regret that the Opposition would
focus an attack on Winnipeg Police Service. Mr.
Speaker, I think that is unfortunate. The Winnipeg
police, as members know even from the last couple
of days, have been most effective at apprehending
suspects in some auto thefts, which demonstrates two
things, not only the danger of auto theft, but also the
dedication of the Winnipeg Police Service in
partnership with Manitoba Justice, MPI, Citizens on
Patrol, other groups, to deal with this challenge.

But we need no lessons from members opposite.
When auto theft rates were going up almost 300
percent in Manitoba, they made five promises in '95.
Not one of them was implemented.

Mr. Hawranik: I ask the Minister of Justice not to
deflect the blame to the Winnipeg Police Service but
to accept full responsibility for increased auto thefts
in 2003. In 2003, the number of stolen vehicles in
Winnipeg increased by 6.7 percent over the previous
year. In the meantime, Elaine Poersch who called the
police stolen vehicle line over 100 times over a
three-day period could not get through to report her
vehicle as stolen.

Mr. Speaker, is this the Justice Minister's
strategy to decreasing crime in Winnipeg, to make it
as difficult as possible for people to report a crime?

Mr. Mackintosh: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think the
members are concerned about the operations of
Winnipeg Police Service. I will certainly pass on that
to the police. We have formed a good partnership
with our police agencies in Manitoba.

I want to remind members that this Government
has brought in the toughest car theft legislation in
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Canada and has put in place new initiatives. Whether
it is with regard to the installation of immobilizers,
dealing with the manufacturers to make sure that
immobilizers are installed at factory, Mr. Speaker,
whether it is campaigns, whether in parking lots,
whether it is driver education, whether it is the auto
theft prosecution team that they promised in '95 and
we delivered on, whether it is notification of
communities, there is action.

Emergency Room Services
Overcrowding

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): On Easter
Monday, my constituent, Stephen Fielding, took an
ambulance to an emergency room because he was
having heart palpitations and breathing difficulties.
After being triaged, he was told he would have to
wait in a very overcrowded waiting room. He was
feeling very unwell so his mom asked if he could lie
down on a stretcher. She was told there were no
empty stretchers and that Stephen should lie down on
the waiting room floor.

I would like to ask the Minister of Health (Mr.
Chomiak) how he has been able to say he has fixed
hallway medicine when sick patients are now being
told to lie down on the floor of an emergency room
waiting room.

Hon. Steve Ashton (Acting Minister of Health):
As Acting Minister of Health, I know that we have
more than 200 000 visits to emergency rooms in
Winnipeg every year. Mr. Speaker, in addition to
dealing with the overall resourcing issues, where we
have been dealing with staffing issues and signi-
ficantly reducing vacancies in terms of nursing and
physician and other staffing, which is important to
that, we have put in place the permanent recommen-
dations of the ER task force.

I can undertake, Mr. Speaker, to follow up in
terms of any particular circumstances that have
arisen. Our basic approach as a government, in fact
the approach of the entire health care system, is to
provide the best possible care to those 200 000
Manitobans, but where problems do occur, we do not
sweep them under a carpet. We do look at ways of
improving the situation in the future. That is why we
have made some very significant progress since 1999
in terms of our emergency wards and particularly in
terms of hallway medicine.

* (14:00)

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, the reason there were
no stretchers was because the ER, including the
hallways, was full. Yet this Minister of Health likes
to pat himself on the back and say that he has fixed
hallway medicine.

Can the Minister of Health tell Stephen's dad,
who is sitting in the gallery today, why his son was
told to lie down on the ER waiting room floor? He
was sick. He needed help. He could not sit, and he
was told to lie down on the waiting room floor. Can
this Government please explain that to Stephen's
dad?

Mr. Ashton: I indicated that we take very seriously
each and every one of those patients that go into our
emergency wards, in fact, anywhere in our hospital
system. Mr. Speaker, where we have had incidents in
the past, we have responded. We have put in place a
whole new system of dealing with that, but what is
important is not so much the systems, but recog-
nizing that where you do have 200 000 Manitobans
visiting our hospital wards, situations will occur that
need to be prevented in the future.

What I will say to the member opposite is please
provide me with those details. I will work with the
Minister of Health. We will look at what happened
and, as we have done in the past, our commitment is
to try and improve the health care system wherever
possible.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, there is absolutely no
excuse for that kind of situation to happen in a
Canadian hospital. Stephen's mom was so taken
aback by the suggestion that her sick son should lie
on the floor of the ER waiting room, in fact she felt
that they were visiting a hospital in a Third World
country.

I would like to ask the Minister of Health if he
will now admit and if the Doer government will now
admit that they misled Manitobans in the 1999
election when they said they were going to fix
hallway medicine in six months with $15 million.

Mr. Ashton: T wondered where the politics would
come into the question, Mr. Speaker.

What I would explain would be that if the
members opposite had been elected, they had
promised a 1% increase for health care. We put in
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place a 5.2% increase this year. That is $100 million
less that would have been in the health care system if
they had been in government and, given their record
in the 1990s, we do not need any political lectures
from members opposite.

I take very seriously, as does every member of
this Government, the situation that occurred. If they
want to get into the politics, they should recognize
that their record of the 1990s is we had people lined
up in the hallways. Our commitment was to reduce
that. We reduced it by 80 percent. We will not stop
until it is down to zero. That is our commitment.

Emergency Room Services
Overcrowding

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): The attitude
of this Government is spend more and get less.

Almost five years ago the Premier (Mr. Doer)
and the Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak) said they
would end hallway medicine in six months with $15
million. Today, almost five years later, patients are
dying in hospital hallways waiting to be seen and
they are being told to lie on the floor to wait for the
care that they need. When will this minister and this
Government act, take responsibility and fix the
problems that exist that they promised to fix five
years ago?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Acting Minister of Health):
Mr. Speaker, I indicated very clearly that in terms of
the particular circumstances that happened, we take
that very seriously. In fact one of the reasons we
indicated in 1999 how unacceptable the hallway
medicine was, was that there was at that time very
little recognition by the members opposite when they
were in government that it was even a problem.

We have decreased it by 80 percent despite the
fact that we inherited a legacy where they had taken
1500 nursing positions out of the system, a reduction
in terms of doctors of more than a hundred. We have,
since we came into government, increased the
number of nurses by 879. There are 156 more nurses
in. We have targeted, particularly the last two years,
the shortages of staff in our ERs. We are working
very hard, Mr. Speaker.

That does not make what happened acceptable.
We will review the specific circumstances, but the
members opposite should not lecture us about

hallway medicine. They are the ones that left the
system in a mess.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Well, I am sure that the Fielding
family takes a lot of solace in that kind of arrogant
response from the minister.

Mr. Speaker, there is a physician shortage in
emergency rooms. There is a nursing shortage in
emergency rooms. Patients are dying in emergency
rooms waiting to be seen. Patients are being asked to
lie on the floor because there is no space for them in
emergency rooms. When will this Government and
this minister indicate how they are going to fix the
system that they promised to fix five years ago?
They promised a quick fix. When is that going to
happen?

Mr. Ashton: Well, I need no lectures in terms of
arrogance. That member was part of a government
for 11 years that allowed the situation to develop in
Manitoba where it was acceptable to have hallway
medicine, and we have put in place measures that
have reduced it by 80 percent.

Mr. Speaker, I indicated to the member who
raised the concern, the Member for Charleswood
(Ms. Driedger), about the specific circumstances,
that we always take seriously each and every one of
the patients in our hospitals.

In terms of dealing with shortages in the ERs,
we have taken action. We have reduced the nursing
shortage by more than 50 percent just in the last
number of years alone. We have three more physi-
cians coming through in terms of ERs. We are
making a difference, but the bottom line here is
again, we take each and every one of those patients
very seriously.

What happened in this case, I would like to get
more details, and I can assure the members opposite
we will look very seriously at what happened. That is
what a caring government is all about.

Mrs. Mitchelson: There was a time when lying on a
stretcher in a hospital hallway was unacceptable to
this Premier. Now it appears to be acceptable to this
Premier to lie on a floor in the emergency waiting
room. When will this Premier take some respon-
sibility for what is happening in our emergency
rooms under his watch and fix what he promised to
fix five years ago?
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Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): The member opposite
and I will be at the Concordia Hospital this evening
and she will know that, over the period of time from
four and a half years ago, almost every day there are
80% fewer patients in the hallway. She will also
know that there is a new way of organizing the
situation in the hospitals. She will also know that—

An Honourable Member: Why do you not tell them
that at dinner tonight and see what they say?

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think
members in northeast Winnipeg know the answer to
those questions, and we saw that a year ago.

The whole challenge of dealing with patients in
the hallways and in emergency rooms, we now have
a management system at noon that kicks in—

An Honourable Member: Lie on the floor. That is
how we will manage it.

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: We have put in place a system where—
[interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority now co-ordinates areas
where there are too many patients and too few beds,
and other situations where there are beds that are
available. The specific—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.
*(14:10)

Mr. Doer: The incident that has been raised by the
member from Charleswood, I assume that the
Minister of Health is investigating because he has
been given the opportunity to investigate the
specifics. If not, if he is only finding out for the first
time in the Chamber, we will follow up. I think there
are legitimate questions raised and the family
deserves answers, and we will provide that to the
family.

Gaming Addictions
Impact on Suicide Rate

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker, it is
quite likely that Manitoba has the highest gambling
addiction rate in all of Canada. Yesterday the head of
gaming operations in Nova Scotia told a legislative
committee that 10 of 159 confirmed suicides in Nova
Scotia were linked to gambling addiction. In spite of
these startling statistics, the Doer government has
expanded the hours of operation for VLTs, they have
introduced keno into this province, they are spending
$100 million on new VLTs to encourage more
Manitobans to become addicted and now they are
talking about a casino in Brandon. This Government
has not had one study on the effects of gambling on
the citizens of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask them how they can
proceed on this expansion of gambling without even
bothering to record or to investigate how many
Manitobans each year take their own lives as a result
of gambling addictions. How can you proceed with
this expansion?

Hon. Scott Smith (Minister charged with the
administration of The Manitoba Lotteries
Corporation Act): Mr. Speaker, I am glad to see at
least the Member for Fort Whyte did not do the
shoddy work that the member previous, from
Steinbach, had done yesterday asking the Minister of
Gaming one question, not focussing on lotteries.

Lotteries, I can tell you the difference between
then and now is that side of the House had absolutely
zero policy on responsible gaming in the province of
Manitoba. That side of the House is responsible for
opening up two casinos in the city of Winnipeg at an
over cost of $140 million. That side of the House
introduced every VLT into the province of Manitoba
with absolutely no responsible gaming policy. We
have one and it is starting to turn things around.

Mr. Loewen: This minister believes that responsible
gaming is expansion of gambling. He should be
ashamed of himself for that.

There are 5300 VLTs in Manitoba compared to
only 3200 in Nova Scotia. Manitobans spend $606 a
year on average on gambling. Nova Scotia spends
$478. We know for a fact that 10 of 159 suicides in
Nova Scotia are directly related to gambling
addictions. We have between 150 and 175 suicides in
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Manitoba. It is unrealistic to think that there is not
somewhere between 10 and 15 Manitobans that take
their lives every year as a result of gambling
addiction.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask this minister
when he will take the time to do the proper studies,
have a socio-economic study, study the impacts of
gambling on this province, before he expands
gambling operations.

Mr. Smith: Mr. Speaker, I will give you a piece of
what their responsible gaming policy was from the
member of River East in 1993. Here was the Tories
idea of responsible gaming. "Ultimately, people
choose whether or not they are going to spend their
disposable income on gambling or smoking or
drinking. People do ultimately make those decisions.
No one is forcing Manitobans to gamble in any
way." That was a policy of the Filmon government.

In 2001, under this Government, the MLC devel-
oped a responsible gaming policy strategy, the first
of its kind in Canada. We have expanded over 77%
more dollars into responsible gaming since we took
office, in fact, a 24% increase last year. Mr. Speaker,
we are working with the Addictions Foundation of
Manitoba and it is working.

Mr. Loewen: Mr. Speaker, I asked this minister a
serious question, and the best he could do is go back
to read Hansard from 1993. He ought to be ashamed
of himself.

The numbers, the facts, are startling. There are
probably 10 to 15 Manitobans that take their lives
every year as a result of gambling-related addictions.

Why does this minister, why does the Doer
government, continue on the road of expanding
gambling without even taking advice of every
coroner in Canada who has agreed that this is a
serious health issue, has agreed that reports need to
be presented to every provincial legislature to
indicate how many people die from gambling every
year?

Mr. Speaker: Order. I ask the co-operation of all
honourable members. It is very difficult to hear the
honourable member trying to put his question. I am
sure the honourable member appreciates all the help,
but I am sure he can put the question on his own. I
ask the co-operation of all honourable members,

please. The question that was put, I did not hear it. |
would ask the honourable member just to put the
question.

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question to the minister is: When is he going
to abide by the information that he has from every
coroner across Canada who has indicated that it is
essential that provinces start to gather information on
how many people commit suicide every year as a
result of gambling-related incidences? 1 want to
know when that report is going to be presented.

Mr. Smith: Mr. Speaker, I gave the member from
Fort Whyte too much credit. He has not done his
homework. This Government, we have a responsible
gaming policy where the members opposite never
did. We will not go back to Hansard back in '93, we
will go back to just before the previous election
when the Leader of the Opposition was saying to
Assiniboia Downs, "Absolutely, it is a no-brainer
that we will expand your machines. We will have
new machines in the Assiniboia Downs."

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Fort Whyte (Mr.
Loewen) wants to get rid of all the machines that the
Member for River East (Mrs. Mitchelson) brought in.
We have a focus, and it is to improve responsible
gaming policies in the province of Manitoba.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Once again, I would like to ask
all honourable members, I need to be able to hear the
questions and I need to be able to hear the answers. I
am sure members in this House also feel the same. I
ask the co-operation of all honourable members,
please.

Mr. Smith: The reality is the member across is
completely wrong. The prevalence rate in gambling
is one of the lowest in Manitoba, right across western
Canada. Working with the Addictions Foundation of
Manitoba we do have that information. We are
funding the AFM, and it is making a difference that
they did not address.

Pension Plans
Withdrawals—Hardship Cases

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, this
morning we witnessed a very socialistic attitude
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toward governing in this province. The pension issue
is a very serious issue. It is an issue which other
provinces throughout the country are in fact recog-
nizing. Some provinces have enabled the pensioners,
the individuals, to ultimately make decisions. Today
we have a government member who says, "Well, we
cannot quite trust them because they might spend
their money on cottages."

I am asking for the Minister of Labour (Ms.
Allan) to acknowledge that seniors do know better
on how to spend money than this Government, and
ask in relationship to it the very least of hardship
withdrawals. Mr. Speaker, will this Government
allow for seniors to access additional monies from
their own retirement funds?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): It gives us an oppor-
tunity today to praise a pioneer who, of course, came
from Manitoba, an individual who fought tirelessly
for decades for senior citizens to have the right of
pensions before they had the unfettered rights to
make decisions in the marketplace without any
pension. Thanks to Stanley Knowles, people in
Canada have pensions. Thanks to Stanley Knowles,
people have pensions in this country. Mr. Speaker, |
am shocked the member opposite would criticize
Stanley Knowles.

Mr. Lamoureux: I have represented areas in which
Stanley Knowles is represented and I can tell you
Mr. Premier, you are no Stanley Knowles. Stanley
Knowles I do not even think would have been paying
so little attention to such a critical issue. He had
more faith in the seniors knowing how to spend their
own money. He did not say that seniors in Manitoba
would squander their money on cottages, as some
members of this Government have said.

My question to the Premier is: Will the Premier
acknowledge in hardship cases that there is a need to
allow our seniors to access their funds? It is a simple
question.

* (14:20)

Hon. Nancy Allan (Minister of Labour and
Immigration): 1 would just like to remind the
member opposite that the Government that is going
to bring in pension legislation is an NDP govern-
ment. This legislation has not been reviewed for over
20 years. It is this—[interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Ms. Allan: Tt has been over 22 years since The
Pension Benefits Act has been reviewed. We will
take all of the information, we will weigh it very
carefully. It is very complex and the legislation that
we bring in will stand the test of time.

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, it is not all that
complex. The other provinces have already done it.
Saskatchewan has done it over a year ago. This
Government claims to have been elected in 1999 and
has been around. They have had the opportunity. It is
a question of whether or not they have faith in
seniors to be able to know better than this Govern-
ment in terms of spending their own money.

We are not talking about government money.
This is their own money which they have invested in
retirement funds and there are incidences that, at the
very least, this Government should acknowledge in
hardship cases where seniors should be able to
access those funds. This Government has no business
telling these seniors that they do not have a right to
their own funds. Shame on this Government. We
want this Government to take action. [interjection]

The Premier wants to know who said it. It was
the Member for Elmwood (Mr. Maloway) who said
it. Mr. Speaker, whoever said it, all we know is that
this Government is all in sync. The issue is when are
we going to see action on this issue.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, unlike the
Conservative surrogate that sits behind the Member
for Springfield (Mr. Schuler), we will take some
good ideas from seniors. We will take the issue of
predictability, but the issue—

Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for Inkster,
on a point of order.

Mr. Lamoureux: I am somewhat sensitive in the
issue that the minister, I think, might have attributed
me to be a Conservative. I do not think it would be
appropriate, given I like to think that I have many
friends from all political parties, and for me this
particular issue is about our seniors. It is not about a
political party.



May 13, 2004

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

2103

Mr. Speaker: The honourable First Minister, on the
same point of order?

Mr. Doer: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on the same point of
order, "Conservative" is not out of order and
"surrogate" is not out of order. Therefore, his point
of order is without merit.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the
honourable Member for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux), he
does not have a point of order. It is a dispute over the
facts.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable First Minister, to
conclude his comments.

Mr. Doer: We are keeping track of the member's
voting record. There is an accountability. At the end
of the day we will add up how many times he is
accountable for his decisions but, having said that,
the bottom line is the bill that is before the House,
and it shows you kind of the vacuous kinds of
positions made by the Member for Springfield (Mr.
Schuler). Mr. Speaker, it does not protect spousal
rights in pensions. This Minister of Labour (Ms.
Allan) will protect spouses, something the member
did not do.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Members who wish to have a
conversation, I see two empty loges. Feel free to use
them. Question Period is over. We are going to move
on to members' statements.

Speaker’s Statement

Mr. Speaker: T was in the Chair this morning when
we were dealing with private members' business and
there was a resolution that came forward dealing
with Sgt. Tommy Prince. Many, many speakers on
both sides of the House were talking about and
giving their thanks to Sgt. Tommy Prince and war
heroes like him and they were saying, well, the
democracy we enjoy today, we can thank those
veterans.

I always thought one part of the democracy that
we enjoy is the freedom of speech, and if that is true,
if we all have the right to enjoy freedom of speech,
then we should have the right to be heard. Members
do not have to like what we say, but we still have the
right to be heard. I think it is incumbent on all of us

to respect that which is in our rules and also to the
respect of the veterans who, like all members said in
this House, sacrificed themselves for us to enjoy that
kind of democracy. And I know freedom of speech is
one of them. I ask all honourable members to think
about that and hopefully we will give the courtesy to
whoever has the floor. Whether we agree or not, they
still have the right to be heard.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Model United Nations

Ms. Bonnie Korzeniowski (St. James): The 2004
MUN, or the Model United Nations assembly, took
place last week here in Winnipeg with many young
people from Manitoba and neighbouring provinces
and states taking part. This Model United Nations
assembly is a youth service project and international
service project organized and sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Winnipeg.

As a Rotarian, [ am very proud to say that every
year we give Grade 12 students first-hand experience
in the workings of the United Nations. They gain an
understanding of the responsibility of individual
citizens for the success of the United Nations and
how to make the United Nations a better understood
instrument for world peace. Mr. Speaker, with the
assistance of the Canadian Institute of International
Affairs and the Winnipeg branch of the United
Nations Association of Canada, Winnipeg Rotary
undertook to organize and conduct the first MUNA
in Winnipeg since 1957.

Because of the success of this initial venture in
international service in 1957, Model United Nations
Assemblies have been held almost every year since.
The Model United Nations Assembly is what the title
suggests, a reproduction of the United Nations itself.

* (14:30)

Mr. Speaker, a number of nations that hold
membership in the UN are represented by Grade 12
students. Students are selected from high schools in
Minnesota, North Dakota, Wisconsin, northwest
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, as well as
local Winnipeg high schools, and sponsored by
Rotary clubs in their local area.

The program has practical education value to
both high school and adult participants. It provides
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each with an opportunity to examine foreign policy
and to increase their knowledge of many nations. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to recognize the participants
and organizers of the 2004 Rotary Model United
Nations Assembly. They are truly making a positive
contribution to world citizenship.

Junior Wildfire Ringette Team

Mrs. Mavis Taillieu (Morris): T am pleased today
to share with this Assembly the success of a very
talented ringette team in my constituency, the R.M.
of Macdonald, the Junior Wildfire.

In March, the Junior Wildfire, a team made up of
young women aged 14 to 16, travelled from the R.M.
of Macdonald to St. Jean Baptiste to participate in
the provincial ringette finals. I am proud to say the
Junior Wildfire brought home the gold medal. Each
player on the team played extremely well and
worked hard to earn the success they have achieved
this season. Throughout the regular season, the
Junior Wildfire held first place in the Winnipeg
Ringette League, finishing with the bronze medal in
the finals.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge each of the players on the
Macdonald Athletes Junior Wildfire team: Jackie
Dryden, Justine Shirtliff, Cari Penner, Chelsea
Anseeuw, Carliegh Friesen, Rachel Campbell,
Allison Kirk, Brittany Keddie, Amber Penner,
Pauline Ammeter, Erika Friesen, Rhea Dufort, Cindi
Lecuyer, Karina Zinn, and coaches Kevin Mackay
and Christin Zinn.

It is young athletes like the Junior Wildfire who
deserve our recognition not only for their success but
for their participation in the community and their
inspiration to others. Participating in organized
sports promotes health, positive peer relationship and
in general an active lifestyle.

Once again, congratulations to all Macdonald
Athletes Junior Wildfire team members on their
victory in the Provincial Ringette Championships.
On behalf of this Assembly, I wish them all the best
in future seasons.

Canadian Citizenship Ceremony

Mr. Cris Aglugub (The Maples): Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure today to bring attention to a very special

event that took place this week. This past Tuesday, I
attended at the Legislature the Canadian Citizenship
Ceremony. The event began with the judge, Arthur
Miki, addressing the audience. There was also
administration of the Oath of Citizenship, a presen-
tation of Canadian Citizenship Certificates and
greetings from the Government of Manitoba by the
Minister responsible for Multiculturalism (Ms.
Allan).

This event is very important for us and for those
new citizens who come from many corners of the
world, including Afghanistan, China, Ethiopia,
Germany, India, Iraq, Kenya, Morocco, Netherlands,
Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, South Africa, U.S.A.
and Vietnam.

Together as a community with a common
humanity, we will face all our challenges, struggle
side by side, preserve the legacy of Canada and
Manitoba and enhance it for the generations that
follow. We must continue to build on our strengths
and to remember our duties and responsibilities to
one another, to this province and to the generations
not yet born.

The contributions of all Manitobans have made
our province a fine place to live, raise our children
and to grow old. Many new immigrants will continue
to contribute to this bright and beautiful future.
Therefore we must celebrate and appreciate our
common future, as citizens of Canada and residents
of this province, and to look to the future with
anticipation.

It is also a time to remember the importance of
freedom and equality for all individuals. Together we
will work toward this common good. I would like to
finish by extending warm and good wishes to all the
new citizens of the province and to welcome them to
their new home, Manitoba.

Maurice Butler

Mr. Peter Dyck (Pembina): T am pleased to share
with this Assembly the recent success of one of my
constituents. Maurice Butler, a former councillor for
the town of Morden, received the Lieutenant-
Governor's Make A Difference Community Award
for the Central Region of Manitoba.

Mr. Butler received his award at the Volunteer
Awards banquet on April 21, which I know some
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honourable colleagues had the opportunity to attend.
Receiving this award was another confirmation of
Butler's commitment to volunteering, since he also
received the 2002 Morden Community Service
Award.

At the awards banquet Butler was granted this
honour because of his extensive involvement in the
community of Morden. He has helped found the
South Central Committee for Family Violence, set
up a mini-soccer program, served as president and
zone commander for the Morden Legion and emceed
the ever-famous Corn and Apple Festival.

In addition to his many public involvements, Mr.
Butler has also quietly gone about serving Morden
residents. In the past few months he has provided
transportation and emotional support to people
receiving cancer treatments and generally has been
willing to help out wherever he was needed.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that volunteers are
essential to building strong communities and main-
taining many different programs throughout this
province. Volunteers give of their time, talents,
abilities and creativity i