Second Session - Thirty-Eighth Legislature

of the

Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

DEBATES
and
PROCEEDINGS

Official Report
(Hansard)

Published under the
authority of
The Honourable George Hickes
Speaker

Vol. LV No. 4 - 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 25, 2003



MANITOBA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Thirty-Eighth Legislature

Member

Constituency

Political Affiliation

AGLUGUB, Cris
ALLAN, Nancy, Hon.
ALTEMEYER, Rob
ASHTON, Steve, Hon.
BJORNSON, Peter, Hon.
BRICK, Marilyn
CALDWELL, Drew
CHOMIAK, Dave, Hon.
CUMMINGS, Glen
DERKACH, Leonard
DEWAR, Gregory

DOER, Gary, Hon.
DRIEDGER, Myrna
DYCK, Peter

EICHLER, Ralph
FAURSCHOU, David
GERRARD, Jon, Hon.
GOERTZEN, Kelvin
HAWRANIK, Gerald
HICKES, George, Hon.
IRVIN-ROSS, Kerri
JENNISSEN, Gerard

JHA, Bidhu
KORZENIOWSKI, Bonnie
LAMOUREUX, Kevin
LATHLIN, Oscar, Hon.
LEMIEUX, Ron, Hon.
LOEWEN, John
MACKINTOSH, Gord, Hon.
MAGUIRE, Larry
MALOWAY, Jim
MARTINDALE, Doug
McGIFFORD, Diane, Hon.
MELNICK, Christine, Hon.

MIHYCHUK, MaryAnn, Hon.

MITCHELSON, Bonnie
MURRAY, Stuart
NEVAKSHONOFF, Tom
OSWALD, Theresa
PENNER, Jack

REID, Daryl

REIMER, Jack
ROBINSON, Eric, Hon.
ROCAN, Denis
RONDEAU, Jim, Hon.
ROWAT, Leanne

SALE, Tim, Hon.
SANTOS, Conrad
SCHELLENBERG, Harry
SCHULER, Ron
SELINGER, Greg, Hon.
SMITH, Scott, Hon.
STEFANSON, Heather
STRUTHERS, Stan, Hon.
TAILLIEU, Mavis
TWEED, Mervin
WOWCHUK, Rosann, Hon.

The Maples
St. Vital
Wolseley
Thompson
Gimli

St. Norbert
Brandon East
Kildonan

Ste. Rose
Russell
Selkirk
Concordia
Charleswood
Pembina
Lakeside
Portage la Prairie
River Heights
Steinbach

Lac du Bonnet
Point Douglas
Fort Garry
Flin Flon
Radisson

St. James
Inkster

The Pas

La Verendrye
Fort Whyte
St. Johns
Arthur-Virden
Elmwood
Burrows

Lord Roberts
Riel

Minto

River East
Kirkfield Park
Interlake
Seine River
Emerson
Transcona
Southdale
Rupertsland
Carman
Assiniboia
Minnedosa
Fort Rouge
Wellington
Rossmere
Springfield
St. Boniface
Brandon West
Tuxedo
Dauphin-Roblin
Morris

Turtle Mountain
Swan River

N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
pP.C.
P.C.
Lib.
P.C.
pP.C.
N.D.
N.D
N.D.
N.D
N.D
Lib.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D
P.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.

vt

TovToUoo



87

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for
River Heights, on a matter of privilege.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, | rise on a matter of privilege. | rise to
raise a matter which occurred yesterday and that
I consider was of great disrespect to our
Legislature and its proceedings. | would like first
to put this matter in context.

Yesterday a very important event occurred,
the proclamation of legislation that provides for
Aboriginal communities to have control of their
own child and family services legislation, a
move that is the first of its kind in Canada, a
move that was rightly set at a ceremony
yesterday afternoon to be a very important step.
The ceremony was excellent. It was well put
together and it drew people from the Aboriginal
community and other communities from all over
Manitoba.

The difficulty | have, Mr. Speaker, is that
this very important ceremony was scheduled at
the precise time the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Murray) was scheduled to give his reply to
the Speech from the Throne.

I may or may not agree with what the
Opposition Leader has to say, but I am here to
defend the importance of his being able to speak
in his major speech, reply to the Speech from the
Throne, at a time when the Government has not
scheduled a major event so that all other
members of this Legislature can be there to
listen. There needs to be respect shown by this
Legislature and by the Government for all
members here, and on particularly important
occasions as when the Leader of the Opposition
is to give his reply to the Speech from the
Throne, there should be respect and
consideration given by the Government.

To schedule such a major event at precisely
the time the Leader of the Opposition is giving
his reply to the Speech from the Throne is, Mr.
Speaker, wrong, wrong, wrong. Not only is it
disrespectful, it is an insult to this Legislature. It
shows great disrespect for the Legislature to
have the Government schedule an event of such
significance at the same time as the major
speech in this Legislature by the Leader of the
Opposition, whoever he or she may be.

| attended the ceremony yesterday to trans-
fer control to the Aboriginal child and family
services. | attended that ceremony because of its
historic importance and | also wanted to know
what was the reason it was put on in this
Legislative Building in Room 200, a prime
place, at the same time as tradition has it that we
have the speech from the Leader of the
Opposition.

With respect to this matter of privilege, Mr.
Speaker, | was not reassured. To the Leader of
the Opposition, | say to you at this ceremony it
was specifically mentioned that you, as the
Leader of the Opposition, had been invited. It
was clear to all that you were not there and it
was easy for people to believe you were not
there because you did not care or were not
interested. It was never explained to people in
the room that this ceremony had been scheduled
at precisely the same time as tradition has it and
when you were scheduled to give a major speech
in the Legislature. Not only was the scheduling
done in a way that you could not be there, but
indeed there was a mistaken and misleading
impression left with most of those attending. |
suggest, Mr. Speaker, it was a sad day for the
Legislature.

* (13:35)

I bring this up, Mr. Speaker, as a matter of
personal privilege because | feel that the rights
and the dignity of the Legislature that we all
belong to are very important, that the democratic
traditions that we all hold dear are very
important and that those rights were trampled on
yesterday and they were diminished.
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I now move, seconded by the Member for
Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux), that this matter of
privilege that | have raised be referred to the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs.

Mr. Speaker: Before recognizing any other
member to speak, | would remind the House that
contributions at this time by honourable
members are to be limited to strictly relevant
comments as to whether the alleged matter of
privilege has been raised at the earliest
opportunity and whether a prima facie case has
been established.

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Just on the background, of course, as
to the prerequisites for a matter of privilege that
it be raised at the earliest opportunity, we are not
going to take issue with that, although the
member certainly had full opportunity to raise
this in the Legislature yesterday. But is there a
prima facie matter of privilege?

Mr. Speaker, Beauchesne sets out the
privileges of Parliament, our rights which are
absolutely necessary for the due execution of its
powers. Beauchesne goes on to say they are
enjoyed by individual members because the
House cannot perform its functions without
unimpeded use of the services of its members. |
just note that, under Citation 31, statements
made outside the House by members and indeed
I think it has been expanded that matters outside
of this House are not used as the basis for a
matter of privilege, and that is Citation 31(3), in
terms of statements being made by members.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of the facts then, is
this a matter about the essential prerequisites for
the execution of the powers of members or the
House? Absolutely not. In terms of background,
the usual practice has been, and I think it has
been very rarely not followed, for the Leader of
the Opposition to rise on the first day of debate
following the mover and seconder in the address
in reply to the Speech from the Throne. The
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Murray), and
rightly so, made a decision to avoid having the
speech perhaps interrupted and spoke instead on
the second day. There was no predictability
about that decision that was made rightly by the
Leader of the Opposition, and he made it.

But one thing was certain, Mr. Speaker, that
this very important ceremony, this historical
ceremony, had to be planned carefully because it
involved not just many people but involved rep-
resentatives and indeed the leaders of Aboriginal
governments, people who are very busy. | know
from the experience in my office how difficult it
can be to get together as few as three people, let
alone hundreds of people. So that was an event
that had been planned for many, many weeks, if
not months, | understand. So that was the
circumstance and how it turned out was as a
result of circumstance.

I might note that the ceremony, |
understand, began about half-hour after Question
Period and lasted one and a half to two hours.
The Leader of the Opposition, | understand,
spoke from about three o'clock to three-thirty. So
we are not talking about removing the ability of
the Leader of the Opposition, who could have
asked for different scheduling, | might add, if he
wanted to promote that but it did not prevent the
Leader of the Opposition from attending a large
part of the ceremonies. It did not prevent anyone
from coming in to the Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, we also have Hansard that is
available, and members here know that
sometimes important speeches are given in this
House with very few actually in the House,
albeit with quorum, and the matters are reviewed
in Hansard. That is a good value. It recognizes
that members in this House are very busy and try
to balance their attendance in the Chamber along
with other commitments to their constituents and
to their policy areas.

So, Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, the circum-
stance that arose was one that is certainly no-
where near a matter of privilege. It was a matter
of an event that had been planned for some time
and a change or a scheduling by the Leader of
the Opposition of his speech that happened to
coincide with that event, a speech that was half
an hour, an event that was an hour and a half.

* (13:40)

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Official Opposition
House Leader): Mr. Speaker, first of all, I do
believe that the member did rise on the first
occasion to raise this matter to the attention of
the House and to you. Indeed, this is somewhat
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of a delicate situation as well because | think
yesterday was a historic day for Manitoba and
for the First Nations people in this province.

The minister's statement that was made in
this Chamber, Mr. Speaker, which is indeed the
official place where we make statements with
respect to very important events like this, was
responded to by members of this side of the
House and that is the official congratulatory
message that we were able to convey, not only to
the members who were responsible for ensuring
that this event took place yesterday, but indeed
to the First Nations people as well.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of the Leader of the
Opposition not having the opportunity to attend,
I think the issue here is more of the message that
was communicated at the ceremony rather than
the fact that the Leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Murray) was not there. The Leader of the
Opposition has an obligation to reply to a very
important statement that is made by the
Government and that is the Throne Speech. So
he took his place in this Chamber to respond at
the regular time that the Official Leader of the
Opposition usually does in responding to the
Speech from the Throne.

I noted, Mr. Speaker, as well, that the
Premier did come back to listen to the reply to
the Throne Speech. Certainly that is respectful
and that shows that indeed there is importance
given to the comments that are being made by
the Leader of the Opposition as it relates to the
agenda of the Government. So that we respect,
Mr. Speaker.

What I think is wrong in this situation is not
something that happened in the Chamber; rather,
it is the impression that was left with many of
the leaders of the First Nations people that
indeed the Leader of the Official Opposition did
not feel this was important enough to attend.
There was no explanation given as to why he
was not there. That, Mr. Speaker, | think, can be
corrected and should be corrected.

In terms of the Leader of the Opposition
being slighted, I do not believe that is the case. |
believe he was doing his duty as a member of
the Official Opposition, as the Leader

responding to the Throne Speech. That is his
first and the most important obligation.

I think for all of us in this Chamber, Mr.
Speaker, and the Government, if there is a lesson
to be learned from this, that is, when we have
historic events of this nature which involve a
very significant organization, a very significant
group of Manitobans, we must respect each
other to the point where we lay aside our
partisan politics. We check them at the door, if
you like, and allow for all of us to recognize the
importance of historic events of this nature by
not giving false impressions. | am hoping that
we have enough dignity not to do that very
thing.

So to that extent, Mr. Speaker, | simply
think this was an error and | hope that it can be
corrected and will be corrected. | note that the
Leader of the Opposition was at the Assembly of
First Nations organization when they in fact
were signing the agreement. | think it was the
AFM. The Leader of the Opposition was there at
that event, and that shows that indeed, to this
side of the House, that is an important issue.

Mr. Speaker, First Nations people are not all
simply partisan to one party. They are like the
rest of us in society; they look at all philosophies
and subscribe to the one that suits them best.
Thank you very much.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Speaking to the
point of privilege, Mr. Speaker, and the
Government House Leader (Mr. Mackintosh)
has spoken to the issues of the merit of the point
of privilege. If the issue is the possible
perception that the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Murray) was away and was not involved in
his duties, | would suggest that it would be
appropriate for the Government to send a letter
to the attendees or the representatives making it
very clear that he was responding to the Speech
from the Throne at the time and was unable to
attend the event because of those duties.

I think that, if there are any false impres-
sions, we certainly do not want to be leaving
those to anybody in Manitoba about the duties of
the Leader of the Official Opposition. Perhaps
that can deal with the possible misperceptions
that might be there.
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I had been in that job for a few years, and |
understand the various requirements. | think we
can make that kind of information available to
clarify the record.

* (13:45)

Mr. Speaker: | think | have probably heard
sufficient argument. If the honourable member is
rising because he feels there is some point that
has not been touched upon, | will hear him
briefly. But I think we should move on.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Yes, very
briefly because we do appreciate what the
Premier (Mr. Doer) has just indicated. The issue
at hand has a great deal to do with just the
respect of the Chamber which we are in, Mr.
Speaker.

We would have known back in September
that the Leader of the Official Opposition (Mr.
Murray) would have been speaking, in all likeli-
hood, on Monday or responding to the Throne
Speech on Monday. It is a courtesy. It is a long-
standing tradition. We do not want to lose that
particular point, Mr. Speaker. We appreciate
what it is that the Premier has put on the record.
We do believe, because there are ways in which
things can be misconstrued.

The member from Thompson, yesterday as
an example, in his speech to the throne, stated:
"Did the Leader of the Opposition even show up
at the Aboriginal debate? No, | mean, talk about
showing a complete lack of concern.”

Comments, Mr. Speaker, are often taken out
of context, which can really do a disservice to
what responsibilities we have as legislators
inside the Chamber. The point that we are trying
to get across is the issue of the dignity of this
Chamber and providing respect thereto.

We know the Government went to great
effort in terms of organizing yesterday's event.
We respect that, Mr. Speaker. We respect what it
is that has been done. At the same time, the
Government, maybe it is hindsight, overlooked
the importance, we believe, of the Chamber.
That showed, in terms of the numbers of people
that would have even been here, and who was
here on what side. Without wanting to break the

parliamentary rule, 1 suspect I should just leave
it at that. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: A matter of privilege is a serious
concern. | am going to take this matter under
advisement to consult the authorities. | will
return to the House with a ruling.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PETITIONS
Provincial Road 313

Mr. Gerald Hawranik (Lac du Bonnet): |
wish to present the following petition. The back-
ground of this petition is as follows:

Provincial Road 313 to the east of Provincial
Road 315 is the only road connecting Pointe du
Bois with Lac du Bonnet to the west.

The 19 kilometres of Provincial Road 313 to
the east of Provincial Road 315 is in very poor
condition, has narrow shoulders and winds
among granite outcroppings and through swamp,
creating very dangerous and very treacherous
conditions for residents who live in Pointe du
Bois, for Hydro employees and others who work
in Pointe du Bois, and for visitors and tourists
who frequent the area.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Transporta-
tion and Government Services consider rebuild-
ing and reconstructing the 19 kilometres of
Provincial Road 313 east of Provincial Road 315
to Pointe du Bois at the earliest opportunity.

Signed by Lori Campbell, V. Lange, Eileen
Jones and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read it is deemed to be
received by the House.

* (13:50)
Highway 32

Mr. Peter Dyck (Pembina): | wish to present
the following petition. These are the reasons for
this petition:
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Rural highways are part of the mandate of
the Province of Manitoba.

Under the previous commitment, the Pro-
vince of Manitoba would be covering the costs
of four-laning that portion of Highway 32 that
runs through Winkler, Manitoba.

The Department of Transportation and
Government Services has altered its position and
will now undertake the project only if the City of
Winkler will pay half of the total cost of con-
struction. The provincial government's off-
loading of its previous commitment will cost the
City of Winkler several million dollars.

The City of Winkler has now been informed
that it will have to wait several years before this
project could be undertaken.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Transportation
and Government Services to consider honouring
the previous commitment and complete the four-
laning of Highway 32 through the city of
Winkler, absorbing all costs related to the con-
struction as previously agreed.

To request the Minister of Transportation
and Government Services to consider the re-
sponsibility of the Department of Transportation
and Government Services for the construction of
rural highways.

To request the Minister of Transportation
and Government Services to consider the signifi-
cant and strategic importance of the completion
of four-laning Highway 32 through the city of
Winkler, especially as it relates to the economic
growth and the development of the city of
Winkler and its trading area.

To request the Minister of Transportation
and Government Services to consider the valu-
able contribution of the city of Winkler and its
trading area to the provincial economy and
reprioritize the four-laning of Highway 32 for
the 2004 construction season.

These are submitted by Alma Brown, Carol
Schulz, Helen Letkeman, Dave Penner and
others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read it is deemed to be
received by the House.

Co-op Program for Nursing Students

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | wish
to present the following petition to the Legis-
lative Assembly of Manitoba. The background to
the petition is as follows:

A co-op program for nursing students at the
University of Manitoba was approved by the
Senate and the Board of Governors.

This program will provide the opportunity
for students to apply their theoretical knowledge
in the workplace through supervised work terms
for which they are paid.

Students are hired by participating agencies
under supervision of a workplace employee who
serves as a mentor.

Students assume responsibilities suitable for
their level of knowledge and expertise and will
provide patients with much-needed nursing.

The co-op program will enable nursing stu-
dents to acquire valuable experience by working
with a seasoned mentor, become more proficient
and better able to handle heavier workloads and
increase their knowledge, skills and confidence.

This program will enable students to earn
income to help reduce their debt load.

The Department of Health will benefit
through reduced orientation costs for new gradu-
ates and an increased likelihood that new
graduates will remain in the province.

Although the Honourable Minister of Health
was unable to attend the round table held on
November 7, 2003, he graciously sent a rep-
resentative who restated his position to work
with the students to reach a creative solution.

Several Canadian universities have success-
fully implemented nursing co-op programs.
Several faculties within the University of
Manitoba have such a program available to their
students. Therefore, students within the Faculty



92 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

November 25, 2003

of Nursing should have equal opportunity and
access to a co-op program.

This program will offer students valuable
experience and provide the confidence and
strength they will need in the future.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Legislative Assembly to con-
sider supporting the proposed co-op program.

Signed by Benita Cohen, Penny Dauvis,
Prakash Verma and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read it is deemed to be
received by the House.

Sales Tax Proposal

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The Mayor of Winnipeg is proposing a new
deal which will result in new user fees and
additional taxes for citizens of the city of
Winnipeg.

One of these proposed changes requires the
provincial government to approve an increase of
the sales tax.

The Balanced Budget, Debt Repayment and
Taxpayer Accountability Act requires a referen-
dum to take place before the provincial gov-
ernment can increase major taxes, including the
retail sales tax.

The Doer government has been silent on
whether they will make the necessary legislative
changes required to give the City of Winnipeg
additional taxing powers.

* (13:55)
Taxpayers deserve to have a say before
having any major new taxes imposed upon them.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Premier of Manitoba
(Mr. Doer) notify the City of Winnipeg that the
provincial government will not allow an increase
of the sales tax without a referendum being held
as required under balanced budget legislation.

This petition is signed by Barb Siemens,
Brenda Roscoe, Vera Mueller and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read it is deemed to be
received by the House.

Walleye

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition.
The background to this petition is as follows:

Fish stocks in Lake Winnipegosis began to
decline in the 1960s. The walleye fishery on
Lake Winnipegosis has been in serious trouble
for many years.

A similar situation happened in Lake Erie
but it was handled much more effectively. In
Lake Erie, a sound science-based management
program was implemented and the stocks
rebounded. As a result, production of walleye on
Lake Erie for 1980 to 2001 averaged 182 percent
of the estimated sustainable yield.

In contrast from 1980 to 2001, the average
annual harvest of walleye on Lake Winnipegosis
was about 14 percent of the estimated sustain-
able yield for the lake.

Much better management of a walleye
fishery on Lake Erie shows that good manage-
ment of a walleye fishery is possible.

The fishermen of/on Lake Winnipegosis
have been deprived of an estimated 72 million of
income between 1980 and 2001.

Economic models of the effects of such
primary income loss usually estimate a
significant multiplier effect and that may well
mean a loss of several hundred million dollars in
economic activity for the region.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:
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To request the Minister of Finance and the
Auditor General to consider undertaking a
thorough investigation of the provincial manage-
ment of the walleye fishery on Lake Winnipeg-
osis.

Signed by Ernie Wright, Russell McKay,
Clarence Fleming and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read it is deemed to be
received by the House.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill 10-The Gaming Control Amendment Act

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister charged with the
administration of The Gaming Control Act):
Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the hon-
ourable Attorney General (Mr. Mackintosh), that
Bill 10, The Gaming Control Amendment Act;
Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Commission de régie
du jeu, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Sale: This bill will strengthen and clarify
the accountability requirements of gaming in
Manitoba, both under parts 207(a) and 207(b) of
the Criminal Code of Canada, and will strength-
en the accountability for all gaming commis-
sions both in municipal and First Nations com-
munities.

Motion agreed to.

Bill 13-The Public Schools Amendment Act
(Appropriate Educational Programming)

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): I move, seconded by
the Minister of Healthy Living (Mr. Rondeau),
that Bill 13, The Public Schools Amendment Act
(Appropriate Educational Programming); Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les écoles publiques
(programmes d'éducation appropriés), be read
for the first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to
introduce this bill ensures that school divisions

provide access to appropriate educational pro-
gramming to every pupil, and in respect to
programming, allows the minister to prescribe
standards in a dispute resolution process.

Motion agreed to.
* (14:00)
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, we have
seated in the public gallery from Shore Ele-
mentary School 25 Grade 5 students under the
direction of Mrs. Shawn Gaber. This school is
located in the constituency of the honourable
Member for Tuxedo (Mrs. Stefanson).

Also | would like to draw attention of
honourable members to the Speaker's Gallery
where we have with us today Bill and Edie
Docking. These visitors are the guests of the
honourable Member for Lakeside (Mr. Eichler).

On behalf of all honourable members, |
welcome you here today.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

City of Winnipeg
Revenue/Tax Proposal

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): On CJOB last Friday afternoon,
the Premier's Finance Minister (Mr. Selinger)
was asked, and | quote: Can you tell us if you
have any plans or if it is possible that you will
try to change the balanced budget legislation to
allow you or the City of Winnipeg to increase
the sales tax?

The Minister of Finance responded, and |
quote: The question of whether or not there
would be a referendum if there were any sales
tax allocation to the City or municipalities was
raised in the Legislature today and on that file
we have been very clear. We have said let us see
what the City proposes, and we are not going to
comment on it until they do.

If the Premier has no intention of increasing
the sales tax, can he explain why his Finance
Minister has admitted publicly that the door will



94 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

November 25, 2003

remain open until they receive a formal proposal
from the City?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): | will peruse the
media Hansard, but we have made it clear on
Friday and yesterday and make it clear today, we
made it clear a couple of months ago that we are
not raising the provincial sales tax from 7
percent to 8 percent.

Mr. Murray: Very interesting, Mr. Speaker.

I am sure the Premier was aware that during
the same CJOB interview his Finance Minister
was also asked, and | quote: Can you give us
some kind of a definitive answer, though, as to
whether or not this Province will go to the
people some time in the next year to ask
permission to increase sales tax revenues? The
minister responded, and | quote: | certainly
cannot do that because there are no proposals to
do that by any level of government on the table,
so it would be sheer speculation.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier says one thing, yet
his Finance Minister says another thing, and he
clearly is not closing the door to the Government
granting the mayor the opportunity to increase
the sales tax. Will the Premier just be up front
with Manitobans and tell them if he will be
increasing their taxes by granting the mayor the
power to do so? What will it be?

Mr. Doer: | heard the words "sales tax" and |
heard the word "revenue" as part of the transcript
in the question, and | recall an Op Ed piece by
Councillor Steeves talking about if we only had
1 percent of the GST tax rebated, not increased
but rebated back to municipalities, cities, pro-
vinces, et cetera, for renewal of infrastructure,
that would deal with all of our infrastructure
needs into the next period of time.

So | would ask the member opposite to
recall that Brian Mulroney introduced a tax
called the GST. It is also a sales tax. It is a tax
that allegedly was going to be revenue neutral.
The members opposite were involved very
closely with the former Prime Minister of
Canada. In fact, | think he is a very close
personal friend of the Leader of the Opposition.
So, Mr. Speaker, | think our statement has been
very definitive to date on the issue.

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, while we on this
side of the House are opposed to increased taxes,
we can at least thank the Finance Minister for
being up front with Manitobans. At least he
admitted higher taxes are in the cards, consider-
ing he was the only member opposite who
publicly admitted that the Doer government's
promise to end hallway medicine in six months
with $15 million, we all remember the big
promise by the Premier, the Finance Minister
admitted it was irresponsible.

| think the Manitoba public will take the
Finance Minister's word over the Premier's. Will
the Premier take a lead in leadership from his
Minister of Finance and come clean about his
plans to give the mayor new powers to increase
taxes?

His Finance Minister had the courage to be
open with Manitobans. Why will he not?

Mr. Doer: Well, Mr. Speaker, this hypothetical
dog will not hunt. We have already stated over
and over and over again our view on this one
issue in the proposal. 1 would point out to the
members opposite, this is a government and a
Minister of Finance for the first time since the
Second World War that has lowered corporate
income tax and continues to lower corporate
income tax into January 1, 2004. This is a
Minister of Finance and a government that has
lowered the small business tax from 8 percent to
5 percent and raised the threshold again on
January 1, 2004. This is a Minister of Finance
that has lowered the property taxes on the
education portion, unlike members opposite who
feigned indignation today after they shafted the
education property taxpayer for nine years.
Shame on them.

Balanced Budget Legislation
Amendments

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): The First
Minister (Mr. Doer) forgot to mention the
minister's raid on Hydro. That is probably his
most famous claim to fame.

Mr. Speaker, during that same CJOB inter-
view when the Finance Minister said there were
no immediate plans to change the balanced
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budget legislation, he was asked very specifi-
cally: Does that mean it will not happen? Can
you tell me that it will not happen?

And of course, this minister refused to
answer.

Mr. Speaker, we know the rainy day fund is
now estimated to be less than $150 million at the
end of this year. This is substantially less than
the $350 million required by The Fiscal Stabili-
zation Fund Act and down considerably from the
$427 million that was in the fund when this
minister took office.

Can the minister indicate how he intends to
restore the funds balance to the required level of
$350 million, or is he not concerned because his
plans are in the works to weaken the balanced
budget legislation?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, in the '99 election, the then-premier of
the day who led the Conservative Party of the
province of Manitoba, promised the people in
northern Manitoba that there would be a
dividend from Hydro. That was his promise. He
set the precedent. He said there would be a
dividend based on the tremendous export sales
that that utility had generated as a result of the
previous government before the Conservatives
having built the Limestone project. | would like
to know from the members opposite why he flip-
flopped on that election promise and did not pro-
vide the dividend and reneged on that promise.

Mr. Loewen: | can assure the minister that no
one on this side of the House would have taken
$203 million out of Hydro in a year when they
only had $75 million worth of profit. That he can
be assured of.

Mr. Speaker, 1 would ask him to focus on
this question. He admitted publicly just days ago
that changes to balanced budget legislation will
occur. He said it was a possibility. The reality is
that despite receiving $141 million from the
federal government that was not budgeted for
this year, this minister is still planning to take
$98 million from the rainy day fund to give the
illusion of balancing this year's Budget. Clearly,
he has no plans to reduce or control spending

and he has no plans to replenish the rainy day
fund.

I would ask this minister to be up front with
Manitobans and tell them how he was planning
to weaken the balanced budget legislation.

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, not only did the
members opposite promise a dividend from
Hydro, but they took the ultimate dividend when
they cashed out Manitoba Telephone System.
They put $450 million into the Fiscal Stabili-
zation Fund on top of the $200-million deficit
they ran when they came into office.

Now the member asks how will the Fiscal
Stabilization Fund be replenished. The simple
answer is that the Fiscal Stabilization Fund will
be replenished not by selling off Crown corpora-
tion assets, as the members opposite did to
enrich their friends and supporters, but by bal-
ancing the Budget and having revenues and
expenditures in alignment with each other.

* (14:10)

Fiscal Stabilization Fund
Balance

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker,
this minister continues to ignore the truth. His
illusion of a balanced Budget has only resulted
from his million-dollar-a-day raid on Manitoba
Hydro and his reliance on draws from the rainy
day fund.

Since he refuses to come clean about his
plans to weaken the balanced legislation, will he
at least tell us more specifically how he plans to
live up to the Fiscal Stabilization Fund, section
3.1, which indicates that the minister shall make
every effort to ensure that the amount standing
to the credit of the fund reaches at least its target
level, which would be at a minimum of $350
million? How is he going to do that?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): In
the last two Budgets before the '99 election, the
members opposite took $185 million in each of
the last two years out of the Fiscal Stabilization
Fund. We have never done that. We actually put
money into the Fiscal Stabilization Fund in our
first two Budgets. We are the only Government
in the history of this province that actually put
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operating revenues into the Fiscal Stabilization
Fund.

The only way members opposite ever
replenished the Fiscal Stabilization Fund was by
selling off the Crown jewels of this province to
enrich their friends.

Hells Angels Associations Trial
Stay of Proceedings

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, in 24 hours, the five
accused Hells Angels members charged with a
number of serious offences including conspiracy
to commit murder and extortion could walk free
if lawyers to represent them are not in place.

While the Premier (Mr. Doer) did not have
the courage to answer the questions on the mat-
ter yesterday, the idea of a stay of proceedings
one day from now is a very real possibility, and
he should not avoid answering the questions just
because the Hells Angels were set up under his
watch.

Mr. Speaker, can the Premier today advise
the House if lawyers have been found to ensure
this case proceeds and that these accused do not
walk?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, this
House and Manitobans deserve a retraction from
the member opposite. | just refer, if the members
opposite have not been paying attention because
I do not think they have to this issue, to Mr.
Julian Sher, in his book, again, where he said: In
Manitoba, the Angels were blessed.

He said politicians had done little to put up
roadblocks against the incursions that the bikers
have been making in the province throughout the
1990s. | ask the member, the Leader of the Op-
position, to apologize for the shoddy research,
Mr. Speaker, and for misleading Manitobans on
when Hells Angels came into this province.

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, the Premier and the
Justice Minister, they love to pick and choose
their quotes.

As is confirmed on pages 380 and 381 of
The Road to Hell, How the Biker Gangs are

Conquering Canada, the Hells Angels took over
Manitoba's Los Bravos as a prospect chapter on
July 1, 2000, almost a year after the NDP were
in government, Mr. Speaker. These Hells Angels
prospects became full Hells Angels members—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. | would just like to remind
all honourable members that when the Speaker is
standing all members should be seated and the
Speaker should be heard in silence. | would also
like to remind all honourable members that we
have 40 minutes for Question Period and the
clock is ticking. It is your time.

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, again | just repeat
that these Hells Angels prospects became full
Hells Angels members on December 16, 2000, a
year after this Premier took power.

However, the real issue is that five Hells
Angels associates charged with very serious
crimes could have these charges dropped if the
Government does not find lawyers to represent
them by tomorrow.

Can the Premier please advise if his Govern-
ment has complied with Justice Holly Beard's
order that lawyers be in place by tomorrow, or is
it going to allow the victims, the witnesses and
their families to continue to live in fear?

The police and the Crown prosecutors have
done their jobs. Why has this Premier not done
his?

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, given the
admission that the Leader of the Opposition has
the book, I really plead with him now to read it.
You know, it is not like somebody goes down to
Land Titles Office and files a certificate. The
record is clear as to what happened in the 1990s.
The road to hell in Manitoba was paved with
inattention, inattention by members opposite
when they had the ability to do something about
this challenge.

Mr. Speaker, | will just conclude my
remarks by saying that it is a good thing we have
in Manitoba an independent court system. That
is where the matter the member raises is being
dealt with.
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Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, this is a very serious
issue before Manitobans. This is about wit-
nesses. This is about people that have been
intimidated. This is about an incredible inaction
by this Government. Rather than wanting to deal
with an issue that faces Manitobans, a serious
issue, they are worried about a book. How dare
they. Shame on you.

Mr. Mackintosh: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we are
concerned about the proper research and the
proper facts. | lament that the Opposition will
not spend the time to know what happened.
Indeed, what happened in October of 1997 in
this province seems to be lost on members
opposite. In terms of the issue, we have been
working diligently. I am sure the member will
like to quote about the recognition given to the
Manitoba government on how we moved
quickly on coming into office to put in place the
strongest anti-gang laws on a provincial basis in
this country.

Hells Angels Associations Trial
Stay of Proceedings

Mr. Gerald Hawranik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, the Justice Minister was given seven
days by Justice Holly Beard to get his act
together on the Hells Angels case. The minister
has had more than six months to do so. Yet we
have seen no plan of action by this Justice
Minister.

Can the minister today guarantee that the
five Hells Angels associates will face prosecu-
tion and will not walk away free men?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, | know
the member opposite has practised law and may
continue to practise law. It sounds that he wants
to continue to practise law. The courts are the
place where one practises law.

Mr. Hawranik: Another
Speaker.

non-answer, Mr.

Given that the police have done their job and
they have spent millions of dollars and thou-
sands of hours investigating the five Hells
Angels associates who are charged with conspir-
acy to commit murder and witness intimidation

offences and the Crown prosecutors have done
their job, it would be a slap in the face to the
police and to the prosecutor should the Hells
Angels associates walk away from their charges
because of the lack of action by this Justice
Minister. Will the Justice Minister guarantee to
Manitobans, that the five Hells Angels associates
will be severely dealt with and the charges will
go forward?

Mr. Mackintosh: Well, I can certainly assure all
Manitobans and members opposite that the
department and the lawyers on the case have
been very, very active, along with the assistance
of outside counsel, Mr. Speaker, and those are
matters that are being adjudicated under the
supervision of Justice Beard.

Mr. Hawranik: The five Hells Angels associ-
ates could be free men tomorrow. They could
walk away from the courtroom with all their
charges dropped because of the incompetence of
this Justice Minister. We expected the minister
to announce today that he would solve this crisis.
Instead, he held another worthless press
conference at 12:30 today to tell us that he
commissioned another review which he will not
expect a report from for another four months.

We need a solution now. Will the minister
guarantee that those five Hells Angels associates
will be tried in court for their serious charges?
Will he guarantee it today to all of Manitoba?

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, the matters that
the member raises are matters that will be
presented to the court. | can say that there cer-
tainly has been professional diligence applied to
this issue by people in my department and
others. We are doing everything in our power to
ensure that there is a vigorous prosecution of this
matter.

Hells Angels Associations Trial
Stay of Proceedings

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): The
buck stops in the Minister of Justice's office. He
is the chief enforcement officer of the Province
of Manitoba. Will he guarantee Manitobans
today that the Hells Angels will be prosecuted,
and they will not be let off? A simple answer,
Mr. Speaker. Who is in control, who is making
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the decisions, and who can guarantee Mani-
tobans' safety?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): | thought this would
eliminate the division of responsibilities, not in a
banana republic but in Manitoba where there is a
separate and independent court system, and there
is the politically charged Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am looking at headlines
though from the Montreal Gazette from
September 30, large black headlines: Justice
Minister denies meddling in Hells trial. That is
the kind of headline that we are going to make
sure is not printed in Manitoba. | respect the
court system. That is where this matter is being
dealt with.

* (14:20)

Mrs. Mitchelson: This is incredible for the
Minister of Justice to stand up in this House and
try to deflect away from this very important
issue. My simple question to the Minister of
Justice is: Can he guarantee Manitobans' safety?
Can he guarantee today, because he has been
given an opportunity to fix the problem, that the
Hells Angels will not walk away free men
tomorrow because of his lack of inaction?

Mr. Mackintosh: The Justice who has super-
vision of this case has laid out certain actions
that now fall to the lawyers to deal with, and |
can ensure members opposite that Manitoba
Justice has and will continue to comply with all
of the expectations of the court in this matter.

Mrs. Mitchelson: My answer to the Minister of
Justice is very simple. Can he assure Manitobans
that the Hells Angels will not walk away free
men tomorrow because he has not acted
expeditiously to ensure Manitobans' safety?

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, | sought election
as an MLA, not appointment as a judge of the
Queen's Bench.

Education System
Funding Levels

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): Once again,
we have seen this Government's lack of com-
mitment to public education in our province. The

FRAME report revealed that the level of
provincial funding has fallen from 60.9 percent
in 1999 to 56.7 percent since this Government
took office.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of Education
inform Manitobans today if he feels that the
current level of provincial funding at 56.7
percent is appropriate for our education system?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): First of all, 1 would
like to thank the honourable member for her
question. | wanted to thank her yesterday for
inviting me to participate in Question Period
yesterday for my first question. | did not do that
yesterday. | would like to do that today.

We continue to fund education at the rate of
economic growth as we have, and we have been
funding it at record levels at the rate of economic
growth.

As | mentioned yesterday, Mr. Speaker, |
spent 13 years in the school system where | saw
what was happening with zero percent, zero
percent, zero percent, negative increases, nega-
tive increases across the board, a dependence put
on the shoulders of the local school boards to
levy taxes that increased the dependence on this
tax burden to the tune of 68 percent. We are
working very hard in the best interests of the
teachers and the students of Manitoba and we
will continue to fund education at an appropriate
level.

Mrs. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, prior to the 1999
election the NDP promised to increase the share
of provincial funding for education to 80
percent, significantly higher than the 56.7
percent that currently exists.

Does the Minister of Education agree with
his party's position while in opposition that the
Province should fund 80 percent of the cost of
public education?

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, we are funding
education at the rate of economic growth, as |
have said. We have been putting more money in
capital projects, fixing those leaky roofs that we
inherited from members opposite, replacing
buildings that were full of mould, and so on. The



November 25, 2003

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 99

list goes on. We are funding the pensions. We
are approaching that number and we have been
committed to improving the funding for
education in this province.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Could | ask the co-opera-
tion of all honourable members. It is very diffi-
cult to hear and | need to be able to hear the
questions and the answers in case there is a
departure from our rules. | ask the co-operation
of all honourable members.

The honourable minister, to conclude your
answer.

Mr. Bjornson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The
members opposite failed to invest in the school
buildings and allowed our public school infra-
structure to disintegrate. That has been a big part
of the challenge that we faced when we came
into office.

Property Taxes
Education Support Levy

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): Perhaps the
80 percent the Government referred to while in
opposition was the percentage that it would
offload onto the taxpayers in the local com-
munity. If that is the case, then they are working
pretty quickly toward that number.

Mr. Speaker, my question today is for the
Minister of Education. Will the minister follow
the advice of the Association of Manitoba Muni-
cipalities and commit to eliminating all educa-
tion taxes from residential property and
farmland?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): We have committed to
reducing the education support levy. We have
increased the property tax credit. It is curious
that the members opposite would play this card
when they were the government that was
responsible for increasing the dependence on the
education support levy at the municipal level to
the tune of 68 percent.

Poverty Rate
Provincial Comparisons

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, four years ago when the NDP govern-

ment was first elected there was hope for those
who were less fortunate. Over four years we
have seen the support for those on social assis-
tance, for a couple with two children, for ex-
ample, decrease in constant dollars, continuing a
trend started under the Tory government of Gary
Filmon. We see the results in the child poverty
statistics released yesterday. While the rest of
the country is improving, conditions in Manitoba
deteriorate for those who are on low income.

My question to the Premier: Why is the
NDP government allowing Manitobans to fall
behind the rest of Canada?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, we
all are concerned in this Chamber about children
living in poverty, and many of the measures that
many of the activists and other individuals have
recommended to the Government, we have put
in place in every Budget we have been in office.
The numbers, of course, are 2001 that were
released yesterday, but we put in place an
increase in the minimum wage every year. There
are three more increases in the minimum wage
that will be reflected in ongoing statistical
reports.

We put in place an elimination of the Child
Benefit clawback that started and continued on
mostly 2002, 2003 and is over in 2004, so we
have reversed that policy. We put in place an
increase of some 40 percent in child care, par-
ticularly targeted for more spaces for families,
Mr. Speaker, to try to make a difference for
individuals.

The tax measures we put in place, and |
know the instrument that is being used is pre-tax
as opposed to post-tax, but the tax measures we
have been putting in place, notwithstanding that
measurement, are some of the most progressive
tax measures at lower income levels with more
credits for families, Mr. Speaker.

We are also this year in this Budget, beyond
the progressivity of our taxes which were
identified by the accountants of Manitoba as
being some of the best in Canada for low-
income families, we are also putting in place
measures to deal with the employable indivi-
duals with the recognition of telephone coverage
as now, starting January 1, 2004, as a condition
for treatment under social assistance here in
Manitoba.
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I could go on. | am sure the member will ask
another question.

* (14:30)
Economic Growth
Government Strategy
Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.

Speaker, notwithstanding the protests of the
Premier, | table material released yesterday
which shows indeed that Manitoba is falling
behind. Economic growth, job growth, popula-
tion growth in Manitoba have all lagged the
growth in the rest of Canada during the last four
years. Support for those who are poor has lagged
the rest of Canada.

The Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce just
released a report highlighting the Government's
disturbing lack of attention to business issues.
Accompanying the report were the results of a
professional poll showing 60 percent of Mani-
toba entrepreneurs felt the NDP government was
doing a poor job in creating a good environment
for business.

When will the NDP government stop
making excuses and present an action plan with
substance? Why was the Speech from the
Throne so empty of a plan to improve private
sector investment in Manitoba?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): The private sector
investment is at record levels. The growth rate in
our four years in office is above the national
average. The growth rate this year, by all evalu-
ators, is above the national average. Mr.
Speaker, the employment growth is double and
triple the rates in the 1990s, and we have raised
our minimum wage, which has been opposed by
the Chamber of Commerce | might add, to make
a difference.

So you have to have an integrated approach.
You cannot just take one issue in your first
guestion and have an opposite view in a second
question. That is why we govern for all the
people, Mr. Speaker, and that is why we have
raised the minimum wage every year in office.

Hells Angels Associations Trial
Stay of Proceedings

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Justice. The

origins of The Road to Hell could be a dispute
over the facts, but there is no doubt they have
turned this gravel road into a four-lane highway
road. Quite frankly, Manitobans are concerned
about this Government's failure at being able to
deal with the Hells Angels in our province.
Commitment by this Government is, in essence,
we will study the issue. It is a government that
stands to the side and allows the Hells Angels to
rule.

What we are asking for is the Government to
take action. Where has the Minister of Justice
given any consideration whatsoever to do what
other provinces have done within the legal
system and look at the possibility of having staff
lawyers, whether it is in Alberta or Saskatche-
wan? Will this Government actually take action
as opposed to studying, or as opposed to
standing by and letting the Hells Angels rule?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): The member opposite
appears confused certainly about what has taken
place and what is happening, Mr. Speaker. We
are moving to significant change in the Legal
Aid system. It was announced today.

The Hells Angels might like people in Mani-
toba to think they are in control. It is regrettable
that the member opposite appears to be onside in
promoting that view. That is not the view of this
Government nor the police. We are taking action
to do whatever we can to make this a hostile
environment.

Post-Secondary Education
International Students

Ms. Marilyn Brick (St. Norbert): Mr. Speaker,
will the Minister of Advanced Education please
update the House on the number of foreign
students attending our universities and colleges
and the benefits associated with their attend-
ance?

Hon. Diane McGifford (Minister of Advanced
Education and Training): | thank the member
for the question.

Yesterday, | attended the meeting at the
Canadian Education Centre Network's 2003
international conference, held by the way in
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Winnipeg, and shared certain information with
them which | now bring to the attention of the
House.

Mr. Speaker, during the past few years we
have more than doubled the number of inter-
national students. Last year alone the number of
international students was up 32 percent. Our
preliminary numbers for '03-04 indicate 3147
international students, which is expected to
result in over $50 million of growth contribution
to the economy. | think that is something we can
all be proud of. Of course | have not even
mentioned the cultural and social benefits to the
province or our desire to be a member of the
international community.

Health Care System
Waiting Lists

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, the Doer government had promised in
the last two elections to dramatically slash
waiting lists, but the October numbers show they
have failed miserably.

Can the Minister of Health explain why
waiting lists for CT scans have more than
doubled since the 1999 election?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, what | can indicate is when we came
into office the longest waiting list and the
waiting list in most danger was the cancer
treatment waiting list that was beyond dangerous
levels because the members opposite had
allowed that list to get to dangerous levels.

One of the first actions we took was to allow
patients to go to the United States to bring down
that list and to pay radiation therapists appro-
priately. We cut that lifesaving waiting list in
half from the time during the 11 lean years of the
members opposite.

I might also add, Mr. Speaker, 11 CT scans
have been renewed or put in place since we
came to office. No longer do hospitals have to
fundraise to raise their own CT scans, as took
place when members opposite were in power.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, | do not under-
stand why the minister rants and raves every
time he has to answer a question.

The Doer government has pumped almost a
billion dollars into health care, yet waiting lists
do continue to grow. Can the Minister of Health
explain why patients have to wait 22 weeks for a
heart stress test, 7 weeks longer than in Sep-
tember 1999? This surely cannot be encouraging
for patients with heart problems waiting for a
test, perhaps waiting for surgery.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, I would like to
point out to the Member for Charleswood that
when Doctor Koshal looked at all of the waiting
lists with respect to diagnostic services affecting
Manitoba Health, he found our waiting lists, in
most cases, in the seven or eight, were either
better or beyond average for all of Canada,
something the member opposite fails to list.

I might add it is only when this Government
came to power that we put in place the waiting
lists and actually made them public. We were
able to analyze them. We were prepared to look
at them and deal with the problems associated
with them, not cover them up as had happened
during 11 years of lean Tory cutbacks, slashes
and a thousand nurses laid off and doctors
leaving the province in droves.

Mrs. Driedger: The Minister of Health con-
veniently forgets to mention that nine patients
have died waiting for cardiac surgery in this
province.

Mr. Speaker, the wait for an MRI has
skyrocketed from eight weeks to eighteen weeks
since the NDP formed government. It is the
highest these numbers have been in four years.
When is the minister going to keep his word to
decrease waiting lists in this province? Or is he
just too tired to do his job?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, | might point out
that within the next several months we will be
opening another MRI at Health Sciences Centre.
In springtime, we will be opening another MRI,
the first MRI in the history of Manitoba outside
the city of Winnipeg in rural Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, although members opposite cut
the numbers of doctors in enrolment, cut the
nursing classes, laid off a thousand nurses, we
went to work the first day we came to office and
we worked every single day to improve the
situation and will continue to do that starting
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with the children’'s pediatric inquiry. We have
put in place systems so that we are not afraid to
put our record on the line, not like members
opposite.

* (14:40)

Highway Infrastructure
Projects in Winkler

Mr. Peter Dyck (Pembina): My question is to
the minister of highways. First of all, 1 would
like to thank the minister for his apology in The
Winnipeg Free Press where he says, and | quote,
"It was a mistake and | apologize for it."

My question to the minister, however, is:
Does he feel that he has fulfilled his responsi-
bility to the city of Winkler, the fastest growing
community in southern Manitoba when he says,
and | quote, "I likely should have known the
right answer because Winkler and Steinbach are
both in southeastern Manitoba.”

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Transporta-
tion and Government Services): Well, you
know, Mr. Speaker, we put so much financial
support into southern Manitoba, whether it be a
new school in Mitchell, a new school in Winkler
that is going to be coming aboard very, very
shortly.

But, you know, | did apologize. There was a
mistake in communities, and | apologize for it,
but there is a difference. Members of the Op-
position, when they were in government, they
specifically pointed out communities like
Thompson, like Flin Flon, The Pas, and did zero,
nothing in highway infrastructure support. That
is the difference. We are supporting all of
Manitoba, not a specific segment of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Time for Oral Questions
has expired.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. We are moving on to
Members' Statements, and we should be able to
hear the members who are making a statement. |

ask the co-operation of all honourable members,
please.

Ramadan

Mr. Cris Aglugub (The Maples): Mr. Speaker,
I would like the right to remind the House that
today is the last day of Ramadan, the ninth
month of the Muslim calendar.

It is during this month that Muslims observe
the fast of Ramadan. It is a time of worship and
contemplation, a time to strengthen family and
community ties. Ramadan is the holiest time in
the Islamic faith, commemorating the revelation
of the Koran through Mohammed.

Mr. Speaker, this month of introspection
provides Muslims a time to focus on their faith
and practise God's commands. Throughout our
history, people of different faiths have shaped
the character of our province. Islam is a peaceful
religion, and people who practice Islamic faith
have made great contributions to our province
and the world.

As Canadians, we cherish our freedom to
worship, and we remain committed to welcom-
ing individuals of all religions. By working
together to advance freedom and mutual under-
standing, we are creating a brighter future of
hope and opportunity.

Through fasting, prayer, contemplation and
charity, Muslims around the world renew their
commitment to lead lives of honesty, integrity
and compassion. | hope that all Muslims in
Manitoba have enjoyed a happy and peaceful
Ramadan. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

L. J. Baron Realty

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): It is my
privilege today to speak about L. J. Baron
Realty, for 50 years an outstanding business
success in the community of Teulon. What exists
today did not come without hard work and
vision.

Mr. Speaker, the Baron name exemplifies
free enterprise all the way back to the early
fifties, when Leo Baron sold Rawleigh products
door to door. He was shy but persistent and
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determined he would not work for others all his
life.

Struck by Teulon's hospitality, he knew this
was the place he wanted to raise his family.
They were hard times. Renting space in various
places to accommodate a business as well as
family living quarters was not easy. Eventually
Leo bought an insurance business from a man
approaching retirement who offered to teach Leo
all that he knew. That was the beginning of L.J.
Baron Insurance.

Leo rented many sites. As the business grew
he met more people, opportunities arose to sell
real estate, the first being a farm. Now in a
position to buy a building, Leo rented out half to
the Agriculture office and ran his insurance and
realty business out of the other.

Marrying Leo's daughter, Claudette, Roger
Griffin soon joined the family business. Two
years later he was a full-fledged partner and by
1968 was devoting much of his time to the
insurance side of Baron & Griffin Realty.

Leo passed on a strong work ethic to his
daughter, Claudette. In 1980 she passed the real
estate exams and joined the business. She recalls
buying a microwave oven with her first cheque,
then drapes with her second. By the end of the
first year she was hooked. In the mid-eighties,
Leo retired and Claudette studied to become the
firm's broker and a new era began.

Claudette gives all the credit to her parents
for their encouragement, mentorship and help
when Roger and Claudette needed it. She says
the key to success of this second-generation
business was her dad. He was always there when
problems arose, working in the background,
giving advice if requested, but allowing cre-
ativity and embracing change. When problems
arose, family conferences found solutions.

Evelyn Constable

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr.
Speaker, November 10, 2003, was a very signifi-
cant day in the northwest Manitoba region,
particularly in the communities of Cranberry
Portage and Flin Flon. A beloved citizen from
the region, Evelyn Constable, celebrated her

100th birthday. She was surrounded by family,
friends and many well-wishers from the
community.

Evelyn and her family are well known in the
community as the owners of Constable's Lodge
on Lake Athapapuskow, Cranberry Portage. She
founded the lodge with her husband, Fred, and
after his death in 1971 ran the lodge on her own.
Now her daughter, Ivale, and her family
continue to operate this famous lodge.

Evelyn was born in Rat Portage, now
Kenora, Ontario, in 1903. Her parents came to
Manitoba in the late 1800s travelling in a Red
River cart. Her father was a noted freighter and a
road builder in the northwest area of Manitoba.

Mrs. Constable currently resides in Flin Flon
and in the summer is often in Cranberry Portage
visiting her daughter lvale at Constable's Lodge.
She continues to enjoy playing cards and doing
crafts. Evelyn has lived in northern Manitoba all
her life. Some of the places she has lived are Flin
Flon, Thompson, The Pas and Cranberry Por-
tage.

During her lifetime Evelyn has seen many
changes and developments in northern Mani-
toba, including the construction of the railroad in
1928 and the continuation of the No. 10 High-
way to Flin Flon in the 1950s.

I have known Mrs. Constable for many
years. | first saw her in 1972, when my wife and
I moved to Cranberry Portage. On November 10,
it was a great pleasure for me to visit you, Mrs.
Constable, at your home at 279 Green Street to
bring you greetings on behalf of my colleagues
in the Legislature, your numerous friends, your
neighbours and of course myself and my wife.

Thank you for your friendship. | appreciate
your wisdom and good advice. So happy birth-
day once again, Evelyn Constable. May you live
another 100 years. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Palliative Care Fundraiser

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to make mention of an event that
took place in my community on the weekend,
one which | think probably happens in many
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communities, that is, a fundraiser gala event for
the palliative care unit in our hospital.

Palliative care, Mr. Speaker, is something
that affects most of us at one point in our lives. |
want to pay tribute to the people who organized
this gala event as a fundraiser to help to renovate
and to put in place an appropriate palliative care
unit in the Russell hospital. A lot of work went
into this event. Many people came forward not
only to buy tickets for the gala event, but, more
importantly, to show their support for a palli-
ative care unit in the hospital.

It is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that in the
health care system that we have developed
today, no appropriate measures have been taken
and not enough emphasis has been given to the
importance of palliative care in hospital units
across the province. There is quite a difference if
you look at a city palliative care unit and then
you go into a rural community and take a look at
some of the palliative care units in our rural
hospitals.

But I have to say congratulations to many of
the staff from the hospitals who put their energy
towards this event. It was on their own time. It
was not during working hours, Mr. Speaker.
Some 450 people or thereabouts showed up at
the event, and of note was the fact that the
people did not just come from the area, but,
indeed, they came from the province of
Saskatchewan, they came from communities that
were 30 miles from our community.

I just wanted today to rise to pay tribute and
to say congratulations for a job well done for
those people who put their energies forward to
put on this gala event in the name of palliative
care in the Russell area. Thank you very much.

Housing Programs

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker,
I want to take this opportunity just to express
some concerns in regard to housing in the
province of Manitoba, but more specifically in
an area which | have represented for many years,
Shaughnessy Park at one time and the Weston
area of the city of Winnipeg, in particular the
North End, where | am really growing more and
more concerned as to the Government's inability

to be able to turn around or to assist in turning
around these communities to the degree that they
could be.

* (14:50)

I look at Gilbert Park and I see the Member
for Southdale (Mr. Reimer) who while he was
Minister of Housing put in a great deal of effort
in assisting the Gilbert Park residents and non-
profit housing residents in trying to really make
a difference. | believe we have seen a deteri-
oration since the NDP have taken office in that
area. Non-profit housing is absolutely critical
and the movement towards self-management,
ultimately towards co-ops, is a very strong,
positive thing. | do not believe this Government
has continued in areas where the Tories did do a
relatively decent job, Mr. Speaker.

Then there are other areas, areas like the old
infill housing program. The community of
Weston benefited tremendously by it, where
derelict homes or homes that were completely
dilapidated were taken down, and new govern-
ment homes put up.

| raise it today only because I think it is an
absolutely critical issue. We have to start dealing
with the housing stock, not only in the North
End of Winnipeg but in the entire province.
Every community throughout the province needs
to ensure that we are giving attention to the
housing stock. If we do not do that, the real price
is going to have to be paid 10 years from now.
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

House Business

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, | would like to announce
that the meeting of the Standing Committee on
Public Accounts as scheduled for Wednesday,
the 26th, at 6:30, is now cancelled. It will be
rescheduled to Monday, December 1, at 6:30.

Mr. Speaker, would you please canvass the
House to see if there is consent for the House to
adjourn at 3:30 p.m. tomorrow, Wednesday,
November 26, instead of the usual 5:30
adjournment time, with the understanding that
the sitting is considered as a day of Throne
Speech debate?
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Mr. Speaker: Proposals one at a time. It has
been announced that the meeting of the Standing
Committee on Public Accounts that is scheduled
for Wednesday, November 26, 2003, at 6:30
p.m., is now cancelled. The meeting will be
rescheduled to Monday, December 1, at 6:30
p.m.

Is there consent for the House to adjourn at
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 26, instead
of the usual 5:30 adjournment time, with the
understanding that the sitting is considered as a
day of Throne Speech debate? [Agreed]

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

ADJOURNED DEBATE
(Third Day of Debate)

Mr. Speaker: Resumed debate on the proposed
motion of the honourable Member for Flin Flon
(Mr. Jennissen) and the proposed motion of the
honourable Leader of the Official Opposition
(Mr. Murray) in amendment thereto, standing in
the name of the honourable Member for
Radisson, who has 29 minutes remaining.

Mr. Bidhu Jha (Radisson): Mr. Speaker, what
an honour and pleasure to speak in response to
the November 20, 2003 Speech from the Throne.

I rise today to speak as a new MLA, a father
and a grandfather, a Manitoban by choice, a
former businessman, and, last but not the least, a
lifelong social democrat. Equality, social justice
and public service were more than just words to
the family | grew up in. As a child and as a
young man, | dreamed that some day | would
have the opportunity to be a part of the process
to build a better world.

This past June, | realized that dream when
the voters of Radisson constituency elected me
as their representative to this Assembly. Mr.
Speaker, | want to thank the people of Radisson
for their ongoing support and for the great trust
they have placed in me. | appreciate the
challenge and the opportunity they gave me.

Radisson is a unique suburban area com-
prised of several older and some newer

neighbourhoods on the east side of Winnipeg. It
is home to many different kinds of people,
including working families, seniors and young
people. There are new Canadians and people of
First Nations, Anglophones and Francophones,
and, certainly, in many homes, neither English
nor French is spoken much.

Radisson truly represents the fabric of a new
Canada, a colourful mosaic rich in its diversity
and symbol of the new emerging world. What
the people of Radisson have in common is a
shared desire for the well-being and welfare of
their families, their friends, their neighbours and
their fellow Manitobans. It is indeed a privilege
to be their representative in this Government as
it works to fulfil their desires and aspirations.

How happy | am to be able to report to my
constituents that their Government is committed
to introducing the legislation managing provin-
cial finances and acting on issues as promised in
the recent election. The first Throne Speech of
this Thirty-eighth Assembly is a road map by
which their Government will meet its campaign
commitments.

This recent Throne Speech outlines the
agenda of the Government that recognizes the
challenges and the realities facing all Manito-
bans. It builds on the desire of Manitobans, as
expressed in the June election, to give all
Manitobans a voice and place in our success. It
outlines measures that build on and enhance the
efforts of the Premier's (Mr. Doer) first govern-
ment to address economic and social inequality.

Mr. Speaker, what better illustrates the
balanced approach of this Government than the
outlined 6% tax cut that will take effect on
January 1, 2004? This cut is one in a moderate
series our Government promised in its first term
and will continue in its second. The middle-class
income earners who make up a large portion of
Radisson continue to benefit from this.

They also have benefited from this
Government's property tax relief, which has kept
the property tax level flat, while the value of real
estate, particularly in the Radisson area, has
continued to rise.

Those low-income and middle-class families
contribute substantially to our economy and our
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society. | am sure we all know and hope that
they can agree that this is a government which
must keep balanced economies as well as
balanced budgets.

As a father and a grandfather, 1 am inspired
and made proud by this Throne Speech. It articu-
lates and gives shape to the vision Manitobans
have for their province. It is built on a founda-
tion of fairness and equality and balance. It is the
vision of a people who want for their families,
their sons and daughters they raised, the oppor-
tunity to stay in Manitoba. They want an eco-
nomy based on the resources and needs of our
province and our people. This is a plan about
shared prosperity and opportunity.

It also recognizes the need of our younger
citizens to be part of an active community that
provides the opportunity to grow and learn in a
fun atmosphere. | commend the Government for
its commitment to the Lighthouses programs in
providing safe, fun, after-school alternatives for
young people.

| see a government that does not rest on its
laurels. There was much accomplished in our
health care system over the past four years, but
there are still challenges and we are continuing
to grow in that area. As it was said in the
election promises, Much Accomplished and
More to Do, we have a lot more to do and we are
working on this.

We are committed to further shortening of
waiting times, modernization of equipment and
improved services for all regions and people of
the province. Indeed, the appointment of a
Minister of Healthy Living (Mr. Rondeau)
speaks to the very way of this Government's end
vision as futuristic of the public health program.

* (15:00)

As a Canadian and Manitoban by choice, |
am especially heartened. Manitoba is a great
province, and this is a fantastic time to be here.
There are days of growth, hope and renewal.
Some 30 years ago | arrived in Manitoba. | had
$7 in my pocket because that was the maximum
that the government of India would allow for
people to leave, but I had hopes and aspirations,
the dream of a better life for myself, my family

and my children. | was a fortunate man, thrilled
to find out upon my arrival a place where the
policy of social justice prevailed.

Mr. Speaker, right-wing, cut-and-slash gov-
ernments have not yet conditioned Manitobans
to expect little of our Government in terms of
leadership and the protection of our futures.
Manitoba, under the leadership of Ed Schreyer,
offered my family and me the opportunity to
realize our dreams. We made a home, raised
three wonderful children, and found a com-
munity that welcomed and encouraged us all.

However, Mr. Speaker, | feel sad to say that,
through the dark years of the 1990s, | was
fearful that | would never see this province
thrive the way it had in my younger years. |
watched my eldest son, who assisted me in my
business, leave Manitoba in 1994 because there
was no possibility for him to grow in business
here. My second son, perhaps the first medical
doctor also to win a Rhodes scholarship, could
not return to Manitoba because he could not
really find a suitable opportunity for practising
for his qualifications in Manitoba during those
days.

My daughter, Mr. Speaker, a radiologist
who is now a director of MRI at Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C., watched a wave
of cuts of health care in 1990s. It destroyed her
confidence that she would find a job here in this
province.

My children, and doubtless children of many
other Manitobans, all forced to move out if they
were to build a future for themselves. Those
were the dark days. Our public health and
education systems were nearly destroyed. Worst
of all, families suffered deeply because our
young people, our dearest resources, greatest
resources, were driven away in record numbers
during that period.

Now | see, Mr. Speaker, a government
prepared to set a course fo