First Session - Thirty-Eighth Legislature

of the

Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

DEBATES
and
PROCEEDINGS

Official Report
(Hansard)

Published under the
authority of
The Honourable George Hickes
Speaker

Vol. L1V No. 14B - 1:30 p.m., Monday, September 29, 2003



MANITOBA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
First Session-Thirty-Eighth Legislature

Member

Constituency

Political Affiliation

AGLUGUB, Cris
ALLAN, Nancy
ALTEMEYER, Rob
ASHTON, Steve, Hon.
BJORNSON, Peter
BRICK, Marilyn
CALDWELL, Drew, Hon.
CHOMIAK, Dave, Hon.
CUMMINGS, Glen
DERKACH, Leonard
DEWAR, Gregory

DOER, Gary, Hon.
DRIEDGER, Myrna
DYCK, Peter

EICHLER, Ralph
FAURSCHOU, David
GERRARD, Jon, Hon.
GOERTZEN, Kelvin
HAWRANIK, Gerald
HICKES, George, Hon.
IRVIN-ROSS, Kerri
JENNISSEN, Gerard

JHA, Bidhu
KORZENIOWSKI, Bonnie
LAMOUREUX, Kevin
LATHLIN, Oscar, Hon.
LEMIEUX, Ron, Hon.
LOEWEN, John
MACKINTOSH, Gord, Hon.
MAGUIRE, Larry
MALOWAY, Jim
MARTINDALE, Doug
McGIFFORD, Diane, Hon.
MELNICK, Christine

MIHYCHUK, MaryAnn, Hon.

MITCHELSON, Bonnie
MURRAY, Stuart
NEVAKSHONOFF, Tom
OSWALD, Theresa
PENNER, Jack

REID, Daryl

REIMER, Jack
ROBINSON, Eric, Hon.
ROCAN, Denis
RONDEAU, Jim
ROWAT, Leanne

SALE, Tim, Hon.
SANTOS, Conrad
SCHELLENBERG, Harry
SCHULER, Ron
SELINGER, Greg, Hon.
SMITH, Scott, Hon.
STEFANSON, Heather
STRUTHERS, Stan
TAILLIEU, Mavis
TWEED, Mervin
WOWCHUK, Rosann, Hon.

The Maples
St. Vital
Wolseley
Thompson
Gimli

St. Norbert
Brandon East
Kildonan

Ste. Rose
Russell
Selkirk
Concordia
Charleswood
Pembina
Lakeside
Portage la Prairie
River Heights
Steinbach

Lac du Bonnet
Point Douglas
Fort Garry
Flin Flon
Radisson

St. James
Inkster

The Pas

La Verendrye
Fort Whyte
St. Johns
Arthur-Virden
Elmwood
Burrows

Lord Roberts
Riel

Minto

River East
Kirkfield Park
Interlake
Seine River
Emerson
Transcona
Southdale
Rupertsland
Carman
Assiniboia
Minnedosa
Fort Rouge
Wellington
Rossmere
Springfield
St. Boniface
Brandon West
Tuxedo
Dauphin-Roblin
Morris

Turtle Mountain
Swan River

N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
pP.C.
P.C.
Lib.
P.C.
pP.C.
N.D.
N.D
N.D.
N.D
N.D
Lib.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D.
N.D
P.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
P.C.
N.D.P.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
N.D.P.
pP.C.
P.C.
N.D.P.

vt

TvToUoo



1365

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

Monday, September 29, 2003

The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PETITIONS
Dialysis Services

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba. These
are the reasons for this petition:

Kidney dialysis is an important procedure
for those with kidney failure who are unable to
receive a kidney transplant.

Those receiving kidney dialysis treatment
are able to lead productive lives despite the con-
tinual commitment and time-consuming nature
of the process.

Kidney dialysis patients from out-of-prov-
ince must be able to access dialysis services
while in Manitoba to sustain their health and
lives.

Although a person's province of origin
covers all of his or her dialysis costs while she or
he is visiting Manitoba, individuals receiving
dialysis are currently unable to visit this prov-
ince due to the lack of dialysis nurses to oversee
the procedure.

The travel restrictions placed on out-of-
province dialysis patients due to the growing
nursing shortage in Manitoba's health care sys-
tem presents concerns regarding freedom of
movement and quality of life for those on
dialysis.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Health to con-
sider enhancing training programs for dialysis
nurses in Manitoba, such that staffing shortages
in this area are filled.

To request the Minister of Health to con-
sider the importance of providing short-term
dialysis services for out-of-province visitors to
Manitoba.

Signed by Bernie Dolinski, John D. Vagi,
Brian Smith and others.

Mr. Speaker: According to Rule 132(6), when a
petition is read, it is deemed to be received by
the House.

Supported Living Program

Mr. Peter Dyck (Pembina): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative As-
sembly of Manitoba. These are the reasons for
this petition:

The provincial government's Supported
Living Program provides a range of supports to
assist adults with a mental disability to live in
the community in their residential option of
choice, including a family home.

The provincial government's Community
Living Division helps support adults living with
a mental disability to live safely in the com-
munity in the residential setting of their choice.

Families with special-needs dependants
make lifelong commitments to their care and
well-being and many families choose to care for
these individuals in their homes as long as cir-
cumstances allow.

The cost to support families who care for
their special-needs dependants at home is far less
than the cost of alternate care arrangements such
as institutions or group and foster home situ-
ations.

The value of the quality of life experienced
by special-needs dependants raised at home in a
loving family environment is immeasurable.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of Mani-
toba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Family Ser-
vices and Housing (Mr. Caldwell) consider
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changes to the departmental policy that pays
family members a reduced amount of money for
room and board when they care for their special-
needs dependants at home versus the amount
paid to a non-parental care provider outside the
family home.

* (13:35)

To request that the Minister of Family
Services and Housing consider examining on a
case-by-case basis the merits of paying family
members to care for special-needs dependants at
home versus paying to institutionalize them.

This is presented on behalf of F. Billaney,
Virginia Ksiazek, Josie Fisher and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule
132(6), when a petition is read, it is deemed to
be received by the House.

Lake Sturgeon

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba. These
are the reasons for the petition:

Historically, lake sturgeon have been impor-
tant to Manitoba. Lake sturgeon were once plen-
tiful in Lake Winnipeg and the Nelson, Win-
nipeg, Red and Assiniboine rivers. Sturgeon
Creek, in the west end of Winnipeg, was once a
sturgeon spawning ground. Male sturgeon do not
reach sexual maturity until they are 15 to 20
years of age and females 25 to 33 years of age.
Mature males spawn every one to three years
and females spawn every four to six years.

Lake sturgeon have increasingly been
caught in the Red River by anglers and in
domestic nets.

Overharvesting has depleted the population
of lake sturgeon.

Manitoba and North Dakota have attempted
to re-establish lake sturgeon in the Red River but
with limited success.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Conservation
(Mr. Ashton) to consider implementing a

conservation closure for lake sturgeon in the Red
River, including its tributaries from the St.
Andrews Locks to Lake Winnipeg.

Presented by N. Claydon, D. Houston, A.
Shewchuk and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with Rule 132(6),
when a petition is read, it is deemed to be
received by the House.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Standing Committee on Crown Corporations
First Report

Mr. Daryl Reid (Chairperson): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to present the First Report of the Com-
mittee on Crown Corporations.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): To the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba, your Stand-
ing Committee on Crown Corporations—

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

Your Standing Committee on Crown Corpora-
tions presents the following as its First Report.
Meetings:

Your committee met on Wednesday, September
24,2003, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 255 of the Legis-
lative Building.

Matters under Consideration:

Annual Report of the Manitoba Hydro-Electric
Board for the year ended March 31, 2002

Annual Report of the Manitoba Hydro-Electric
Board for the year ended March 31, 2003

Committee Membership:
Your committee elected Mr. Reid as the Chair-
person.

Your committee elected Ms. Melnick as the Vice-
Chairperson.
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Substitutions received prior to commencement of
the meeting:

Mr. Dewar for Mr. Maloway

Hon. Mr. Smith for Ms. Korzeniowski
Hon. Mr. Sale for Hon. Mr. Selinger
Mr. Reid for Mr. Schellenberg

Mr. Bjornson for Mr. Struthers

Mrs. Mitchelson for Mr. Reimer

Mr. Tweed for Mrs. Stefanson

Officials Speaking on Record:

Mr. Bob Brennan, President and Chief Executive
Officer

Mr. Vic Schroeder, Chairman

Reports Considered and Adopted:

Your committee considered the Annual Report of
the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board for the year
ended March 31, 2002, and has adopted the
same as presented.

* (13:40)

Mr. Reid: Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the
honourable Member for Riel (Ms. Melnick), that
the report of the committee be received.

Motion agreed to.
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to table the following: The
Property Registry Annual Report of '02-03, the
Companies Office Annual Report of '02-03, the
Vital Statistics Agency '02-03 Annual Report,
the Automobile Injury Compensation Appeal
Commission Annual Report of '02-03, the Resi-
dential Tenancies Commission Annual Report of
'02, the Residential Tenancies Branch Annual
Report of '02 and the Manitoba Securities Com-
mission '03 Annual Report.

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): Mr. Speaker, 1 am
pleased to table the following annual reports:
Manitoba Intergovernmental Affairs Annual
Report '02-03, Manitoba Water Services Board
Annual Report '02-03 and Conservation Districts
of Manitoba Annual Report '02-03.

Hon. Eric Robinson (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to table the 2002-2003 Annual Report
for the Manitoba Film and Sound Recording
Development Corporation.

I am also pleased to table the 2002 Annual
Report for The Freedom of Information and Pro-
tection of Privacy Act, copies of which have
been previously distributed.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, | would
like to draw the attention of all honourable mem-
bers to the loge to my left where we have with us
Mr. Marcel Laurendeau, the former Member for
St. Norbert.

On behalf of all honourable members, |
welcome you here today.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Sunrise School Division
Labour Dispute

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, just prior to the last
election a member of Treasury Board, Mr. Lloyd
Schreyer, was directed to contact MAST to tell
them that the Government was interested in
settling the Sunrise labour dispute and they were
also interested in putting money on the table to
do so.

The Education Minister (Mr. Lemieux) says
it was to help the children. The Finance Minister
(Mr. Selinger) says that the deal was clean
because nobody knew, Mr. Speaker, that there
was going to be an election call just days later.

If this arrangement was as innocent and
clean as they are indicating, Mr. Speaker, one
has to wonder why they refuse to tell us who
directed Mr. Schreyer to cut the deal. It is a
simple question for the Premier: Who directed
Mr. Schreyer to cut the deal to put the money on
the table and to settle the dispute? Who directed
him?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Finance has answered a number of
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questions over the last week or so, information
such as the agreement included $2 for every $1
from the school division itself. Clearly, the min-
ister has answered many of those questions pre-
viously.

Mr. Murray: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Doer gov-
ernment used $428,000 of taxpayers' money to
try to buy an election. There was political inter-
ference in a constituency the Premier admitted
that he was targeting, and his refusal to tell us
who ordered Mr. Schreyer proves it. The Pre-
mier is hiding something.

Since the money was supposedly to pay for
harmonized salaries and not something that was
just a one-time cost, Mr. Schreyer told MAST
the money the Government was offering to end
the dispute would be built into the annual base
budget of Sunrise, the budget that they receive
from the Province.

* (13:45)

Can the Premier explain to this House and to
the people of Sunrise why he changed his mind
after the election, decided to flow only the extra
money for a few years instead of building it into
the base budget? Why did he change his mind?

Mr. Doer: Well, Mr. Speaker, as | understand
the answer from the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Selinger), it was to flow over a three-year
period, and as | also recall the Minister of
Finance's answer to the House previously, the
agreement included money from the school
division itself, $2 for every $1 that came from
the Department of Education.

Mr. Speaker, generally there was very little
discrepancy of salaries dealing with teachers
which constituted 80 percent of the costs in
salaries for amalgamations. There were some
different spreads for various support groups.
Members opposite railing on about the election
or non-election, as | understand the date, this
was in early April. | think members opposite will
recall the election took place on June 3.

Mr. Murray: Not only did this Government
interfere in a labour dispute, they broke their
deal after the Premier's candidate did not win the
constituency, Mr. Speaker.

Prior to the election, Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Schreyer said the extra money was there to help
harmonize salary and would be built into the
base budget, but after the election the Education
Minister (Mr. Lemieux) now informs us that the
extra money will only flow for a few years.
After that, it will be up to the taxpayers of Lac
du Bonnet to pay for the higher salaries through
increasing education taxes.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Premier to
come clean. Tell us who directed Mr. Schreyer
to contact MAST and cut the pre-election deal
and why is it that he changed his mind after that
particular candidate lost that constituency?

Mr. Doer: You know one should be very careful
about the issue of targeted seats and election
timing, Mr. Speaker, because we, as any good
party would, have never subscribed to the theory
that ridings are yellow-dog ridings. We have
always subscribed to the theory that every riding
should be competitive across Manitoba.
Secondly, the—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Well, Mr. Speaker, members oppo-
site should recall that the tax increases in that
school division, or the variation of that school
division with the old Springfield section, were
close to 60 percent over the period of time mem-
bers opposite were in government. We have
flattened out the tax increases and we continue
to work in a way to try to support students,
teachers and the ratepayers.

If members opposite want to know the
politically easy route to take, it is to live with the
status quo. The more difficult route to take polit-
ically is to make changes in the long term by
reducing the number of school divisions for the
province of Manitoba. That took political cour-
age, Mr. Speaker, not like members opposite.

Sunrise School Division
Labour Dispute

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): The Pre-
mier (Mr. Doer), the Minister of Finance and the
Minister of Education (Mr. Lemieux) all con-
tinue to refuse to answer the question of who
directed Mr. Schreyer to give cash up front, to
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put cash on the table to help end the strike dis-
pute in Sunrise School Division just two weeks
prior to an election call.

The Minister of Finance on CJOB, on Fri-
day, when asked what his employee promised,
the Sunrise School Division stated and | quote: |
am not sure of the details of that. Unbelievable.

Can the Minister of Finance honestly expect
Manitobans to believe that he was not aware that
his employee promised the school division half a
million dollars of taxpayers' money to end this
embarrassing strike dispute two weeks prior to
an election?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, the member from Tuxedo continues to
try and develop a conspiracy theory. The ele-
ments of the conspiracy theory are that there was
a preconceived notion on what day the election
was going to be called and, as a result of having
a preconceived notion of when the election was
going to be called that there was money offered
to a school division to solve the strike.

* (13:50)

Mr. Speaker, the facts are different. The
strike was already in process on April 8 after the
best efforts of both the employer and the em-
ployee to resolve the strike. The provincial gov-
ernment employee in question approached the
bargaining agent for the employer and offered
mediation. Mediation is a very commonly used
tool to resolve disputes where both parties can-
not come to a resolution themselves. As part of
that mediation there was a financial settlement as
well.

Mrs. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
Finance said he is not sure of the details of what
his employee promised, yet stated and | quote:
The Minister of Education (Mr. Lemieux) is
working on that. If the Minister of Finance does
not know what his own employee agreed to on
behalf of the taxpayers of Manitoba, then per-
haps the Minister of Education might be able to
enlighten us on this. Did the Minister of Edu-
cation direct Mr. Schreyer to promise the money
into the base financing of Sunrise School Divi-
sion to end an embarrassing strike dispute in

Sunrise School Division just two weeks prior to
an election call?

Mr. Selinger: Once again, the member tries to
construct a conspiracy that does not square with
the facts. Mediation was offered. Both parties
voluntarily entered into the mediation process.
That was their choice. If they had said they did
not want mediation that would have been the end
of the discussion and the strike would have taken
its course, but both parties voluntarily entered
into the mediation process.

Mr. Speaker, the mediator worked with them
to find a solution. The solution included a finan-
cial contribution of two thirds of the resources
by the school division, and we must remember
that one component of that school division was
the former Agassiz which had experienced
serious financial difficulty before. The remain-
ing third was made up over three years by the
Minister of Education's Schools Grants program.
So a solution was found that both parties were
not entirely happy with but they felt was in the
best interest of children.

Mrs. Stefanson: We all know that the Premier
(Mr. Doer) wanted to get this embarrassing
strike dispute off the table before he called an
election.

My question for the Minister of Finance
then, seeing as though the Minister of Education
(Mr. Lemieux) nor himself can answer who
directed this employee of the Minister of Fi-
nance to do this: Did the Premier direct him to
do this, to make this call, or was the Minister of
Finance acting alone?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, when a labour dis-
pute is at a stage where up to 2000 children out
of 2700 in the school division do not have access
to bus service, which was an important element
of providing education in that semi-rural area of
Manitoba, then it is fairly common practice for
government officials to contact the bargaining
agents, in this case the employer's bargaining
agent, and to offer assistance.

In this case, the assistance that was offered
was mediation. That is fairly standard and has
occurred under all governments which have been
in government in this Legislature. There is
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nothing unusual about that and the member's
attempts to construct a conspiracy theory out of
that really do not hold water.

Sunrise School Division
Labour Dispute

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Mr.
Speaker, the answers to questions today and in
previous weeks are absolutely absurd.

Mr. Speaker, Lloyd Schreyer did not pick up
the phone and dial MAST on his own. Very
simple question: Who directed Lloyd Schreyer
to call MAST and put money on the table? Who?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): The
other thing that is important to remember here is
the members, as part of their conspiracy theory,
are trying to suggest that we did this special
treatment because it was a swing seat. In fact, |
have asked members to consider if there had not
been any assistance of mediation offered the
members would have then said you are ignoring
us because it is a Conservative seat. They like to
have it both ways.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, what was offered to the
school division employer-employees was a ser-
vice that is commonly offered to people that can-
not resolve a dispute under their own efforts.
This offer of service is fairly standard in this
province. In this case it was voluntarily entered
into by both the employers and the employee

group.
* (13:55)

Mrs. Mitchelson: But it seems like nobody
wants to take responsibility for Lloyd Schreyer.
The Minister of Education (Mr. Lemieux) has
disowned himself from Mr. Schreyer. The Min-
ister of Finance, whose employee Mr. Schreyer
is, is afraid to stand up and say | directed him.
The Premier (Mr. Doer) has not answered the
question.

Will someone show some leadership, take
some ownership over taxpayers' dollars and indi-
cate who directed Lloyd Schreyer to contact
MAST and put money on the table for Sunrise
School Division?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, we have never shied
away from the fact that we offered a service to

this labour dispute that would put children back
in school. We think it is a good idea for children
to be in school when they have two months in
the school year to go. We think it is a good idea
for bus services to be available when 2000 of the
2700 children require a bus service to attend
their classrooms.

Yes, we have said that this government
employee went out to offer assistance. This gov-
ernment employee is a professional labour rela-
tions expert. He offered them mediation, a fairly
common service. Then he worked with both
parties to find a financial solution spread over
three years that was affordable by the employer
and allowed the employees to go back to work
and more importantly, allowed the kids to go
back to school.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
Finance has finally said the collective "we." Can
the Minister of Finance today tell us who is the
collective "we"? Is it the Minister of Education
and the Minister of Finance and the Premier, or
who is it? How high did the direction come from
to put money on the table to solve the issue at
Sunrise School Division?

Mr. Selinger: Once again, they want to con-
struct a conspiracy theory where there was a pre-
conceived date for the election—[interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order.

I ask the co-operation of all honourable
members. We need to be able to hear the ques-
tions and the answers.

Mr. Selinger: Once again, Mr. Speaker, they are
trying to construct a theory that because there
was a fixed date on an election, an employee
went out with a sack of money to solve a prob-
lem. In fact, the facts contradict that. The facts
are that the employee went out to offer medi-
ation. Mediation was voluntarily entered into.
The mediator did a good job with both parties.
They found a solution that was spread over three
years. Two thirds of that solution was paid for
by the employer, the school division in question.

Regional Health Authorities
Administrative Costs

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, in 1999, the Minister of Health said he
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was so disgusted with the high administrative
costs of the two Winnipeg Regional Health Au-
thorities, so he forced them to amalgamate in
order to decrease the administrative costs.

Mr. Speaker, can the Minister of Health then
explain why the WRHA administrative costs
have tripled from $5 million in 1999 to $16 mil-
lion today?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health):
First, | want to indicate we are very pleased that
we were able to reduce the number of vice-presi-
dents when there were two regions in one city
from 14. We cut that in half, Mr. Speaker.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the WRHA has
taken on a number of province-wide programs
that members opposite did not do when they
were in office: a province-wide palliative care
program that is co-ordinated under the WRHA,
taking in the VON nurses under the WRHA,; tak-
ing in Deer Lodge Centre under the WRHA, put-
ting in place province-wide standards with res-
pect to patient care; putting in place nurse-
recruitment initiatives, something that members
opposite had totally the opposite of; and, in
addition, a whole number of central services that
had been done by individual institutions and
hospitals.

Mrs. Driedger: | would like to remind the min-
ister that 1 am asking questions about adminis-
trative costs, not program costs.

Since the NDP formed government, admin-
istrative costs to run all of the regional health
authorities has doubled to $37 million. While the
minister was disgusted with these administrative
costs in 1999, today he calls this, and | quote, a

goofy story.

I would like to ask the Minister of Health
what he intends to do about these skyrocketing
costs. If he truly feels that this is a goofy issue,
does he intend to do anything at all? What is his
plan to deal with these rising administrative
costs under his watch?

Mr. Chomiak: Last week, the members quoted
the CIHI, the independent, third-party body that
does national reviews of all expenses across the
country. In 1999-2000, CIHI said administrative

costs for the province of Manitoba in health care
were $195 million. In 2002-2003, they are $179
million, Mr. Speaker, which is down $16 million
from when members opposite were the govern-
ment of Manitoba.

Mrs. Driedger: | would just like to remind the
minister that these are all line items out of the
audited reports of his regional health authorities.

As Acting Minister of Health on Friday, the
Industry Minister (Ms. Mihychuk) rejected our
call for a review of regionalization saying that it
would waste time and energy on something that
is not needed. In another interview on that same
day, related to her own department, the Minister
of Industry said and | quote: I think it is impor-
tant to re-evaluate government programs, and, if
they do not work, cancel them.

I would like to ask the Minister of Health:
Will he waffle like the Industry Minister, or is he
going to do the right thing today and call for a
review of the regional health authorities of this
province?

* (14:00)

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, CIHI, the national,
independent, third-party body that also did a
review of all hospital administration costs across
the country, showed that Manitoba had the third-
lowest hospital administration costs in the entire
country, point one.

Point two is we have taken the regions and
now put in place performance deliverables, that
is, standards in contracts in recognition of what
came out of the Thomas inquiry, et cetera, to
match performance and output, something that
was never done in this province but allows us to
measure outputs in the region. We started that
process. | think it is worthwhile seeing that pro-
cess through to the end.

Finally, when one reviews what happened in
Toronto regarding SARS, et cetera, one will see
that we are far better off with a regionalized sys-
tem than hundreds and hundreds of agencies ad-
ministrating health across the province.

Assiniboine Regional Health Authority
Review

Mr. Mervin Tweed (Turtle Mountain): Mr.
Speaker, in the last few weeks, we have had
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several representations from communities across
Manitoba wishing to speak and present to the
Minister of Health regarding doctor shortages.
The Minister of Health, under pressure from all
sides, announced the hiring of Doctor Cram to
perform a review of the doctor services in the
Assiniboine Regional Health Authority. On the
weekend, we learned that Doctor Cram has re-
signed and the review will now be done by the
Office of Rural and Northern Health.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the minister is
quite simple: Can the minister tell Manitobans
how much Doctor Cram or the office are being
offered on top of that to perform this review?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): As
I indicated to the member this morning when we
discussed this topic during concurrence debate,
we asked Doctor Cram to take a look at the
historical trends of doctor recruitment, to review
the best doctor recruitment and retention prac-
tices through new information and recommenda-
tions from organizations responsible and to
provide realistic recommendations as to how to
best improve this situation, even though there
are more doctors in that region than there were
when members opposite were in government,
even though we recorded more doctors, even
though we expanded the training of doctors.

We asked Doctor Cram to review that. Sub-
sequent to that, Mr. Speaker, given the number
of community meetings and the number of out-
reach and the number of hours expected, Doctor
Cram, because he has a viable family practice,
felt that he could not devote that kind of time
and energy to the more enhanced, expanded role.

Mr. Tweed: It is obvious with 33 out of 42
doctors leaving rural Manitoba in the last four
years that this Government has a problem.

It is very obvious, Mr. Speaker, that Doctor
Cram agreed to perform this review, so, obvi-
ously, the terms were discussed, and | wonder
why he is not prepared to present them today.

Mr. Speaker, we know that the Office of
Rural and Northern Health has a budget of half a
million dollars, and we know that the minister is
increasing this amount to cover this review. The
question for the minister is: Can the minister

table the terms of reference and how much more
money is being allocated to perform this review?

Mr. Chomiak: What the member fails to note
when he talks about his numbers is that there are
more doctors today in that region than when the
member opposite was working on recruiting
doctors.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we have expanded
enrolment at the college. We have expanded
residency positions. We have put in place an
IMG program to train foreign medical graduates,
and we are providing bursaries to doctors who
are residents or in the final year of their studies
to go to rural or remote areas to practice, all
things talked about for a decade but that went the
entire opposite way, which was why for the first
time since 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003, we
are increasing every year the net doctors in this
province, as opposed to the 1990s when we lost
doctors every single year, overall, overall and
overall.

Mr. Tweed: Mr. Speaker, we know that the
Health Minister signed a deal with a doctor and
the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority to
perform a service. Unfortunately, today he is un-
able or unprepared to share that with Manito-
bans. We know he has now assigned that to the
Office of Rural and Northern Health, and he,
today, cannot provide us with terms of reference
or how much increased money is going to flow
to provide that service which they were man-
dated to do from the very start. No wonder ad-
ministration costs are skyrocketing across this
province in administration.

Mr. Speaker, the minister, will he now admit
that the Cram sham has failed and order a review
of all regional health authorities in Manitoba?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, | am quite prepared
to table the terms of reference for Doctor Cram'’s
review, and, as well, as | had indicated to the
member this morning, | should by the end of the
day have the terms of reference for the expanded
review which | am prepared to share.

But | want to remind members opposite of
what has happened between 1999 and now. We
have increased the number of doctors. We have
created the Office of Rural and Northern Health



September 29, 2003

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

1373

which for 11 years the members opposite talked
about. That office has been out to high schools.
It has been out to secondary schools. It has met
and it has taken 65 first-year medical students,
put them in rural Manitoba and let them experi-
ence rural Manitoba, something that was never
done.

We have over 200 doctors, Mr. Speaker,
who have taken advantage of the bursaries to re-
turn service in Manitoba, and, net, we have more
doctors in Manitoba than we did the year before
because we have recruitment retention initiatives
built into our contract, something that members
whined about but never did for 11 lean years.

Department of Agriculture and Food
Advertising Campaign

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, this Government continues to fail farm
families stricken by BSE and drought in this
province. They are continuing to waste hundreds
of thousands of dollars on a self-promotional ad
campaign while farmers continue to wait for
weeks and weeks and weeks for cash that is sup-
posed to flow from these same programs.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of Agri-
culture cancel this blatantly political, self-con-
gratulatory ad campaign and put those sorely
needed dollars in the hands of farmers now?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food): Mr. Speaker, that is a really
interesting question. On one hand, these people
say they have an interest in rural Manitoba, and
then they are opposed to information being pro-
vided to rural Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker, | can tell you that the adver-
tisements that we have put in the paper regarding
the programs that have been put in place are very
well received. People are using the information,
and they are using the programs that we have in
place, particularly on the low-interest loan pro-
gram that the Opposition has been so opposed to.
The applications are coming in. They are being
processed and cash is flowing to farmers in rural
Manitoba.

Mr. Maguire: Mr. Speaker, these ad campaigns
do not tell farmers how to access one single

program. The pain from the BSE crisis and
drought is spreading. | point to the Hartney-
Cameron Newsletter, a publication from my con-
stituency. An ad explains that the Manitoba
Gaming Control Commission has granted a two-
month extension for the fundraising effort for the
Hartney Arena because, and | quote, "lower than
expected ticket sales as a result of the mad cow
crisis and local drought conditions.” The Gaming
Commission seems more aware of the crisis than
the Minister of Agriculture. Will the minister
cancel her BSE ad campaign, a blatant abuse of
taxpayers' dollars to play her own political
games, and put the money in the hands of farm-
ers now?

Ms. Wowchuk: Mr. Speaker, | would invite the
member to read those ads and figure out what
the programs are and then talk to his constituents
about how they can access money. There is
money available. There is $100 million available
through the low-interest loan program, the best
loan program in the country. Producers are ac-
cessing it. | would encourage him to talk to his
constituents who are short of cash right now
because they cannot sell their livestock so that
they would use the program.

I would encourage him to tell the producers
about the drought assistance that we have put in
place to help with the transportation costs to
move their feed this year. | would encourage him
to tell producers that Manitoba has a program
that is funded only by the provincial government
to top up the costs to slaughter cattle. | would
encourage the member to look at those programs
and help his constituents with their cash flow
problems.

* (14:10)

Farm and Rural Stress Line
Funding

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, they just put out an ad on the 1st of
October saying farmers should save their straw
for this fall.

Others are aware of this Government's
shortfall. Groups such as the University of Mani-
toba agriculture students have been privately
raising funds for the Farm and Rural Stress Line.
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Yet the Government continues to waste hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars on an advertising
campaign that is not flowing money to pro-
ducers. Surely the Government must see the con-
flict in their own actions. Will the Minister of
Agriculture tell this House why private groups
are now raising funds to support the supposedly
government-funded Farm and Rural Stress Line?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food): Is this not interesting, Mr.
Speaker? Now the Conservatives are defending
the Farm and Rural Stress Line which they can-
celled. Farmers and children and students at the
university are recognizing the importance of this
line. Many private organizations decide that they
want to support a service that they think is im-
portant. The students at the University of Mani-
toba recognize this as an important service. |
guess members opposite are opposed to volun-
teers who work to support a service that is recog-
nized as a very important service, a service that
the Conservatives cancelled. We reinstated it.

City of Winnipeg
Sewer Upgrading

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, on Saturday, the Winnipeg Free Press
reported that the minister had said to the City:
"Fix sewers now." But, in his implementation
plan, he says this means sometime sooner than
20 or 25 years. We need to know as well what
the minister means when he says fix sewers. |
have received complaints from Winnipeg resi-
dents who say that after a rain the Assiniboine
and Red rivers stink from raw sewage being
dumped into the river. Manitobans deserve a
clear answer. When is the Minister of Conser-
vation going to end the dumping of raw sewage
into the Red and Assiniboine rivers?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Conserva-
tion): Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to have
the opportunity to respond to the question be-
cause one thing we have made very clear is that
we are going to clean up the Red River. We are
going to do what should have happened in 1992
when the government of the day was supposed
to call back the Clean Environment Commission
six months later to deal with this matter. We are
not going to sit idly by. We put in place licens-
ing that will start immediately.

Mr. Speaker, we are immediately putting in
water quality standards that will make sure the
facilities can operate properly. We are requiring
once again that there be opportunity for the pub-
lic of Manitoba to have input in terms of the
licensing procedure within two years. We are
requiring the City of Winnipeg to bring in an
environmental impact statement.

Mr. Speaker, | say to the member opposite
who seems to be critical of the Clean Environ-
ment Commission, we said they did a good job
but we have to go further.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, the minister's report
says he will recommend that the City of Winni-
peg be directed to fix the sewers in some time
less than 20 or 25 years. In his first answer, the
minister did not even reply to whether he was
going to fully eliminate dumping of raw sewage
or precisely when. More gobbledy-gook from
this minister.

If the Free Press got the story so wrong
when they said "now," is the minister going to
ask for a retraction from the newspaper to clarify
his stance?

I ask the minister to come clean. When is the
minister going to eliminate the dumping of raw
sewage into the Red and the Assiniboine rivers?

Mr. Ashton: | think the member's question
shows how little he understands about why the
CEC commission hearings were called. In fact,
in terms of dumping, because of a flaw in the
system, we saw the equivalent of about 40
Olympic-size swimming pools worth of raw
sewage literally dumped into the Red River.
When the CEC brought in its interim report, we
immediately dealt with the recommendations to
be dealt with. If he will check the CEC report
and our recommendations, we are going to deal
with that to make sure that will not open again.

What he is presumably talking about, Mr.
Speaker, is in terms of the combined sewer
system which the City of Winnipeg had a 50-
year plan to eliminate. The CEC said 20 to 25
years. We have said we can do better. In fact, we
will. We will act immediately, but also act in the
long term in dealing with that situation.
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Flight Training Programs
Tax Exemptions

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Transportation
(Mr. Smith). In order to accommodate flight
training in our province, flight training pro-
grams, the purchasing of aircrafts has been
exempt from paying retail sales tax. That has
been the case in Saskatchewan, in Ontario and
was the case here in the province.

In fact, | would like to table a letter that will
expand upon the issue and ask for the minister to
review it very carefully. General Aviation Incor-
porated had reviewed its tax situation with the
provincial government on more than one occa-
sion and had legal and accounting opinions con-
firming the exemption when it put together its
business plan it started back in 1999.

My question to the minister is: How does he
justify to the business that you are not only go-
ing to take away the retail sales tax exemption
but you are going to make it retroactive?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, | do not think it is a proper policy to
discuss individual clients' tax situation in the
Legislature.

I can tell you the matter is under review by
my officials. We have had representations from
the industry association and my deputy minister
has talked to the industry association and has
invited representations from the individuals here.
| just do not think it is proper ethical policy to
discuss a specific case in the Legislature on tax

policy.

Rural Manitoba
Government Initiatives

Mr. Peter Bjornson (Gimli): As a member
from a rural constituency, | know the value of
rural life and understand the challenges being
faced by many rural Manitobans. My question is
for the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs:
Can the minister tell this House about invest-
ments, in addition to the measures taken relating
to BSE, that the Government has made in rural
Manitoba?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): | thank my colleague
for that question because | think it is important
that we talk about what we have done in rural
Manitoba. | can tell you that we have worked
very hard on the rural economy.

We are the Government that equalized hydro
rates to save rural and northern Manitoba $15
million, opposed by the Opposition. We put $7
million back in farm operations annually by
reducing the portioning of their farmland.

Mr. Speaker, through the Department of
Agriculture there have been many initiatives.
Through the D