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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
Fédération provinciale des comités de parents

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister responsible for
French Language Services): Mr. Speaker, I
have two statements today on French Language
Services.

Monsieur le président, il me fait plaisir de
souligner le vingt-cinquiéme anniversaire de la
création de la Fédération provinciale des comités
de parents.

Translation

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to highlight the
25th anniversary of the creation of the
Fédération provinciale des comités de parents,
or provincial association of Francophone
parents' committees.

English

B On November 17 last, it was an honour to
attend the anniversary gala of the FPCP, 25 ans
de fiert€ [25 years of pride] during which the
accomplishments of the past 25 years were
celebrated. It was a great success. For 25 years
now, this community organization has worked to
create a milieu that promotes the full partici-
pation of Francophone children and families in
their schools and in their community.

La FPCP appuie des regroupements de
parents scolaires, des garderies communautaires
et familiales, des prématernelles frangaises et de
francisation, et des Mini-franco-fun. En plus, la
FPCP gere le CREE, le Centre de ressources
éducatives a l'enfance et ses quatorze mini-
centres, pour offrir des ressources aux familles
francophones. Notre gouvernement est heureux

de pouvoir appuyer financiérement le réseau de
CREE.

Translation

The FPCP supports school-related parents’
groups, community and family day cares,
preschools run in French as well as those where
children learn French, and French play groups.
The FPCP also directs the CREE parent-child
centres and its 14 mini-centres, to offer
resources to Francophone families. Our Govern-
ment is pleased to be able to fund the network of
parent-child centres.

English

From its beginnings in 1976 as a group of
Francophone parents in St Norbert who
advocated for a French school for their children,
the FPCP has become an organization that
supports Francophone parents and families
province-wide. There is a strong reason to
celebrate. I would like to thank the leaders and
members of the FPCP who have led these
important initiatives during the last 25 years.

Let's Talk! Dialogue

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister responsible for
French Language Services): Also, I would like
to table a statement:

Monsieur le président, jai le plaisir de
déposer aujourd’hui devant I'Assemblée le
document intitulé Parlons-nous! dialogue. Ce
rapport a été publié en février 2001 par le
Groupe de travail Dialogue qui avait été établi
par la Fédération des communautés franco-
phones et acadiennes du Canada.

Translation

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to table today in the
Legislature the document entitled Let's Talk!
dialogue. This report was published in February
2001 by the Dialogue Task Force set up by the
Fédération des communautés francophones et
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acadiennes du Canada, or federation of
Francophone and Acadian communities of
Canada.

* (13:35)
English

This report is the result of a national
consultation by the Dialogue Task Force. A
cross-Canada tour served as a basis for a fruitful
exchange and dialogue with Anglophones,
Québec Francophones, native peoples and
ethnocultural groups regarding the promotion
and development of the Francophone and
Acadian communities of Canada. La Société
Franco-Manitobaine participated in this process
that was viewed as a constructive and dynamic
approach to the future allowing communities to
present themselves as agents of change.

La Société franco-manitobaine et la
communauté francophone du Manitoba travail-
lent pour devenir davantage visibles auprés de la
population du Manitoba et pour participer
activement a tous les aspects de la vie au
Manitoba.

Translation

The Société franco-manitobaine and the
Francophone community of Manitoba are
working to heighten their visibility with the
Manitoba public and to participate actively in
all aspects of life in Manitoba.

English

The Societé franco-manitobaine has been
increasingly successful in achieving its objec-
tives: Promote the visibility and the participation
of the Francophone community in Manitoba.

For example, Mr. Speaker, the Société
franco-manitobaine recently participated in a
conference entitled "French for the Future,"
which is co-chaired with the Canadian Parents
for French. The conference brought together a
few hundred elementary and high school
students from both Frangais and French
Immersion schools.

Tout récemment, la communauté franco-
phone du Manitoba a pris de nouvelles initiatives

pour agrandir l'espace francophone au Manitoba.
La communauté francophone du Manitoba veut
inclure davantage les partenaires anglophones
des mariages mixtes, les nouveaux arrivants, les
francophiles et ses amis de la communauté
anglophone.

Translation

Just recently the Francophone community of
Manitoba has undertaken new initiatives to
expand its presence in Manitoba. The Franco-
phone community is seeking better to include the
Anglophone partners in mixed marriages, recent
immigrants, Francophiles and friends from the
Anglophone community.

English

Collaboration, partnerships and dialogue
with the community are all important elements
in the implementation of French Language
Services. I take this opportunity to reiterate our
Government's commitment in this area.

Mr. Denis Rocan (Carman): Ca me fait grand
plaisir de me lever cet aprés-midi pour répondre
a la déclaration du Ministre responsable des
services en langue frangaise. De ma part et de la
part de la communauté, tout ceux qui sont a la
montagne, nous sommes trés fiers de la FPCP,
de la maniére dont ils appuient les regroupe-
ments de parents scolaires, de la maniére dont ils
travaillent pour les garderies communautaires et
familiales et les prématernelles francaises et de
francisation et les Mini-franco-fun.

Nous sommes, dans notre circonscription,
trés fiers de la maniére dont la FPCP a pris le
temps de venir chez nous pour connaitre nos
besoins, de la maniére dont ils ont réussi a
mettre en place les différentes créations de la
Fédération provinciale des comités de parents et
de tous ceux qui ont fait partie de ce grand
dialogue pour mettre en place tout ce que nous
sommes fiers de représenter aujourd'hui.

Je suis trés fier et j'aimerais mentionner, de
Ia part du Parti Conservateur du Manitoba, le
dévouement et l'appui qu'on a eu de Mon-
sieur Filmon pendant qu'il était le premier
ministre de notre province. Nous avons fait de
grands pas avec les échanges entre Ia
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communauté du sud et Saint-Boniface, et aussi
avec Saint-Lazare et ces coins-13, et aussi dans la
montagne.

Le groupe de travail qui a pris le temps de
mettre en place le document Parlons-nous!
dialogue, je veux féliciter ce groupe: Georges
Arés, Mariette Carrier-Fraser, Marc Amal, et
Isabelle Chiasson. Nous sommes trés fiers du
travail qu'ils ont fait pour créer ce document, et
j'espére que tous ceux qui ont le choix ou l'espoir
de parler en frangais vont prendre le temps de
regarder ce document.

Encore une fois, je veux remercier Ie
ministre des Finances, le ministre responsable
des services en langue frangaise d'avoir continué
a faire avancer tout ce qu'on a essayé de faire
pour ceux qui veulent avoir l'opportunité de
parler le frangais. Nous sommes trés fiers de
notre langue, et je voudrais remercier le ministre
responsable des services en langue frangaise.
Merci, Monsieur le ministre.

Translation

I am very pleased to rise this afternoon to
respond to the statement of the Minister
responsible for French Language Services. For
my part and that of the community, the
population of the Mountain region, we are very
proud of the FPCP and of the manner in which
they support school-related parents' groups, the
way they work for community and family day
cares, preschools run in French and those where
children can learn French, as well as the French

play groups.

In our constituency, we are very proud of the
way the FPCP has taken the time to come to us
and learn about our needs, of the way they have
put into place the various creations of the FPCP,
and of all those who were part of this great
dialogue, to put into place all that we are proud
to represent today.

I am very proud and on behalf of the Manitoba
Conservative Party I would like to mention the
dedication and support we had from Mr. Filmon
when he was premier of our province. We took
major steps with exchanges between the
communities of the south and St. Boniface, and

also with St. Lazare and those regions and also
in the Mountain district.

As for the task force that created the document
Let's Talk! dialogue, I would like to congratulate
the group:  Georges  Arés,  Mariette
Carrier-Fraser, Marc Arnal and Isabelle
Chiasson. We are very proud of the work they
have done to create this document, and I hope
that all those who choose or who hope to speak
French will take the time to look at it.

Once again, I would like to thank the Minister of
Finance and Minister responsible for French
Language Services (Mr. Selinger), for having
continued to advance everything that we tried to
do for those who want to have the opportunity to
speak French. We are very proud of our
language, and I thank the Minister responsible
for French Language Services. Thank you,
Mr. Minister.

* (13:40)

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Monsieur
le président, je voudrais dire quelques mots sur
les commentaires du ministre.

Translation

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say a few words on
the minister's statement.

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable member
have leave? [Agreed]

Mr. Gerrard: Monsieur le président, je suis
heureux que le ministre des Finances et ministre
responsable des services en langue frangaise a
parlé aujourd’hui de la situation des Franco-
phones au Manitoba. C'est positif que, de plus en
plus, il y a des occasions d'apprendre et d'utiliser
la langue, non seulement au gouvernement mais
partout dans la province. C'est important, mais il
reste beaucoup a faire, et il est important de
procéder toujours, pour arriver a une situation ot
les gens de langue frangaise au Manitoba et les
autres pourront parler le frangais de plus en plus.

Par exemple, pour moi, comme Anglophone,
c'est un avantage de parler le frangais de temps
en temps. J'ai trois enfants qui ont, tous les trois,
suivi le programme d'immersion en frangais et
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ils utilisent les deux langues, le frangais ainsi
que l'anglais, ce qui est un grand avantage
aujourd'hui. Merci, Monsieur le président.

Translation

Mr. Speaker. I am pleased that the Minister of
Finance and Minister responsible for French
Language Services has spoken today about the
situation of Francophones in Manitoba. It is
positive that increasingly there are opportunities
to learn and use the language, not only within
government, but throughout the province. This is
important, but a great deal remains to be done,
and it is important that we continue to move
forward, in order to arrive at a situation where
Manitoba Francophones and others will be able
to speak French more and more.

For example, for me, as an Anglophone. it is an
advantage to be able to speak French from time
to time. I have three children, all of whom have
taken the French Immersion program. They use
both languages, French as well as English.
which is a great advantage today. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Housing Initiatives

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Family Services
and Housing): I have a statement for the House.

Mr. Speaker, last week in Québec City, I
had the privilege of co-chairing the meeting of
federal, provincial and territorial ministers
responsible for Housing, and it is with pleasure
today that I am able to advise all members of the
Assembly and all Manitobans of the framework
agreed upon by ministers which is aimed at
increasing the supply of affordable housing
across our country.

The federal government has committed a
total of $680 million over five years to this
affordable housing initiative. Manitoba's share of
the federal funding is expected to be in the range
of $25 million over the duration. Provinces and
territories will be required to match federal
contributions overall. Provincial and territorial
contributions may be capital or non-capital in
nature, may be in cash or in kind. These
contributions may be made by the province or
territory or by a third party or a municipality.

The significant resources already committed by
our Government to housing initiatives will be
recognized as matching contributions.

With the framework negotiations now
concluded, the federal government will begin
negotiating bilateral agreements with each of the
provinces and territories as quickly as possible.
Manitoba will be beginning its negotiations
within the next week or two.

I want to pay tribute to the federal minister,
my colleague the Honourable Alfonso Gagliano,
who provided outstanding leadership in these
negotiations. I believe, Mr. Speaker, without his
direct involvement we might not have had the
positive outcome which we were able to achieve.

I also want to pay tribute to my predecessor
in the chair, the Honourable Percy Mockler from
New Brunswick, who first brought the Housing
ministers of Canada together about 14 months
ago, after an absence of some eight years, in
meetings following the federal government's
leaving this particular file in 1993.

Also, I want to recognize the work of the
Honourable Chris Hodgson from Ontario, who
provided the good leadership in London last
August when we made important progress
towards the achievement which we recorded in
Québec last week.

* (13:45)
The consensus framework established
common objectives to increase Canada's

affordable housing supply. It was agreed that
supply initiatives may include interventions such
as new construction, renovation, rehabilitation,
conversion, home ownership, new rent supple-
ments and supportive housing programs. It was
also recognized that provinces and territories
have the primary responsibility for the design
and delivery of housing programs within their
jurisdictions.

This initiative is agreed by all to be a short-
term measure aimed at increasing availability of
affordable housing,. It is recognized that continu-
ing efforts will be required to develop strategies
to ensure the sustainability of our affordable
housing stock. This initiative does not diminish
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the commitment of federal, provincial and
territorial governments to examine the need for
long-term sustainable improvements to the
business and tax climates for affordable housing
in our country.

Renewal of Winnipeg's neighbourhoods is
well underway as a result of community efforts
and government programs such as Neighbour-
hoods Alive!, Mr. Speaker, property values are
increasing in areas that have been targeted by
community and government. Investing in
communities benefits all Manitobans with
increases in tax revenue and decreases in social
problems.

Once the Province signs its Dbilateral
agreement with the federal government, I am
confident that we will continue to see increasing
levels of revitalization and rehabilitation in
many more neighbourhoods across Manitoba.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Sorry, Mr. Speaker, I neglected to note that
we attached for all members the actual
framework agreement, the wording that was
agreed to in Québec, to the back of this
statement.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. Prior to recognizing the
honourable Official Opposition critic, I would
just like to remind all honourable ministers when
reading from a written text, to follow the script
of the text and not to deviate from the written
statement.

Mr. Jack Reimer (Southdale): It is my
pleasure to thank the honourable minister for
bringing forth this statement in regard to his
conference held in Québec, at which he was a
co-chair. It is good to see that the minister has
lobbied, and there has been success in getting the
federal government back to the table in regard to
affordable housing here in Manitoba.

The minister was right in his comments
about how the federal government abandoned
housing back in 1993, and then the emphasis and
the direction were placed solely within the
provincial jurisdiction and the municipalities to
try to backfill. I imagine, through the lobbying

of not only this Government but governments
throughout all of Canada, they saw the need for
the federal government to be part of any type of
program that was involved with neighbourhood
renewal or housing initiatives in Canada. It is a
good initiative.

I compliment this minister on the tenacity
that he has to get this done, because it is of
benefit for all of Manitoba in regard to the
sharing of the $680 million and Manitoba's share
of $25 million. I will note also that the minister,
in fact in this weekend's paper, in regard to
affordable housing in Manitoba did point out
another area which I was glad to see that he has
taken the initiative in, and that is offering and
supporting the private sector to provide afford-
able housing in return for possible tax credits.

I would hope that this minister takes that
initiative forward. As a member of Treasury
Board and as a minister of the Crown, he has the
ability to affect his colleagues. There is not only
the private sector involved, the Government
involved, but the homes and the initiative that
will come through with private investment
through tax credits of some sort is something, I
believe, that this Government should look at
very, very seriously. They have to be part of the
initiative of growing not only with government
money but private sector money getting involved
with it, and through tax incentives, as he has
pointed out in an article in the weekend paper. is
a good initiative.

I hope he takes that message forward
through Treasury Board through the Cabinet, so
that when the new Budget comes out in the
spring, the Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger)
will be able to announce some sort of tax credits
for housing initiatives, expansion, renovation of
some sort, so that the private sector and
individuals throughout all Manitoba can realize
the benefit.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, I ask leave to speak on the minister's
statement.

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable member
have leave? [interjection] Did I hear no? Does
the honourable member have leave?
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Some Honourable Members: Leave.
Mr. Speaker: Leave has been granted.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, I thank the minister
for his statement, and I, too, would like to
congratulate Alfonso Gagliano for his efforts
and his leadership in building a federal program
for affordable housing.

* (13:50)

Though I have been very critical of the
present government in a number of areas, I think
there has been a modest but real effort in
housing, and I think the changes, the increase in
value in a couple of areas of the central part of
Winnipeg, the North End, are a positive sign.
There clearly are a lot of other areas where we
need to improve the situation, and there is a lot
more work to be done. Hopefully, this initiative
will help move us in that direction.

I think the minister and the Government
should also look at how in a broader sense we
can help more people to own homes instead of
having to rent, because of the various incentives,
disincentives and so on that are in place.
Hopefully, we can see with this kind of initiative
more people owning and occupying affordable
housing in the future.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to table the following annual reports:
Victim Services Annual Report 2000-2001;
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Annual
Report 2000.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 9-The Canadian Forces Personnel
(Amendments Relating to Voting Rights and
Driving Privileges) Act

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): I move, seconded
by the Minister of Justice, that leave be given to
introduce Bill 9, The Canadian Forces Personnel
(Amendments Relating to Voting Rights and
Driving Privileges) Act; Loi sur le personnel des
Forces canadiennes (modifications relatives au
droit de vote et aux priviléges rattachés a la

conduite des véhicules), and that the same be
now received and read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Doer: I would recommend this legislation
to the Chamber. It will provide for voting
privileges to be extended for forces that are on
peacekeeping or military actions on behalf of the
public of Canada.

It will maintain the right of a driver's licence
that individual personnel may not be dealing
with as a priority when in their theatres of
conflict or theatres of peacekeeping.

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker, this bill provides for
new armed forces personnel that are transferred
into Manitoba to have the right to apply their
driver's licence from another part of Canada and
have safe driving records reflected in merits
which, in turn, allow for reduced both licence
fees and Autopac rates here in this province.

I would recommend it to the House.

Motion agreed to.

* % %

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): I would ask for
leave to keep my promise to the Premier of
Alberta and take my jacket off.

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable First
Minister have leave? [4Agreed]

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, I would
like to draw the attention of all honourable
members to the public gallery where we have
from Springs Christian Academy 42 Grades 9
and 11 students under the direction of Mr. Brad
Dowler. This school is located in the constitu-
ency of the honourable Minister of Finance (Mr.
Selinger).

Also, we have from Neepawa Area
Collegiate 19 Grade 11 students under the
direction of Mr. Bob Ferguson. This school is
located in the constituency of the honourable
Member for Ste. Rose (Mr. Cummings).



December 3, 2001

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 461

On behalf of all honourable members, I
welcome you here today.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Adult Learning Centres Funding
Commission of Public Inquiry

*(13:55)

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): This morning we met with
taxpayers and community leaders from the
Morris-Macdonald School Division. They want
answers. Under the Doer government, the tax-
payers of Manitoba have been bilked out of
millions of dollars. The question is: Which adult
learning centres and school divisions inflated
enrolment numbers, how much were the opera-
tors of adult centres overpaid and who is
responsible for the repayment?

Ministers of the Government have been
evasive. They have been inconsistent. They have
been silent on the issue of adult learning centres
in this province. They say one thing in this
Chamber and then when they go outside and talk
to the media, they say another thing.

The taxpayers of Manitoba have some
serious questions that they need answers to. Will
the Premier ask the Minister of Education (Mr.
Caldwell) to step aside, and will the Premier do
the right thing and call a commission of public
inquiry into the issues surrounding the funding
of adult learning centres in Manitoba?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): The member raises
about six or seven issues in his rambling
preamble. He also asked two questions in his
first question. I have already answered the initial
question a number of times. Secondly, the issue
of having a public inquiry when it is prefaced
with the statement of taxpayers' money, 1 would
remind members that the Sophonow inquiry, I
think, cost over $4 million. The Auditor's report
cost just a little over $100,000. I think we are
protecting taxpayers' money.

Mr. Murray: As we know from the document
of the Provincial Auditor, it was an investigation
of an adult learning centre, one adult learning
centre in one school division. We know that

HOPE was operating adult learning centres in at
least one other school division and that other
school divisions are also involved in adult
learning centres.

Clearly, the scope of the Provincial Audi-
tor's report is too narrow. I ask the Premier
again: Will he do the right thing and call for a
commission of public inquiry into the adult
learning centres in Manitoba?

Mr. Doer: Reading the Auditor's report, I note
that in 1998 there was an audit requested and
blocked, and regrettably for the parents and
teachers and others that that was not dealt with.
The Auditor's report—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: The Auditor's report deals with the
specific allegations that we referred to the
Auditor. [interjection] The member opposite had
his chance when he was in Cabinet to call an
audit. He chose not to. Maybe he should be a
little bit quiet in this House. He had a chance to
deal with this issue and he chose to turn the
other way, regrettably.

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor deals with—
[interjection] This is a very serious matter.
Perhaps members opposite could listen.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I know
members opposite who have taken some
misrepresentations of the Auditor's statements
are trying again to pursue this issue. The
Auditor's report does deal with other matters that
came to his attention. All matters dealing with
public financing, including the reductions we
have made in the Budget from $17 million to
$14 million this fiscal year are available for the
Auditor to review, as a public servant to the
Legislature of Manitoba, not the government of
the day.

Thirdly, the RCMP are investigating matters
that have been referred to them from the
Department of Justice arising from the Auditor's
report. As the Deputy Minister of Justice stated
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publicly, it has been his experience that the
RCMP will look at all matters they are
concerned about. I trust the RCMP and the
Auditor to deal with these matters.

*(14:00)

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, to quote the Premier,
November 22: The truth will set us free. It will
set us free.

This side of the House believes in honesty,
respect and openness. That side of the House is
inconsistent, they do not tell the truth, and they
absolutely are leading Manitobans. On behalf of
the taxpayers of Manitoba, I ask the Premier to
do the right thing and call a public inquiry into
the adult learning centres of Manitoba.

Mr. Doer: This is a member who two weeks ago
was leading a party that the Provincial Auditor—
[interjection] This is a party that two weeks ago
the Provincial Auditor, for the first time in my
memory and going back over Auditor's reports,
said that he was misrepresented by, who, the
Opposition party. We still do not have an
apology from the Leader of the Opposition about
misrepresenting the Provincial Auditor.

In a number of questions over the last couple
of weeks and again over this last period of time,
we have said one of our major concerns in the
Morris-Macdonald School Division was the
findings of the Auditor dealing with finances,
but the reality that parents have dealing with
their children in those school divisions. We have
said for the last three or four weeks that we want
to work with the independent trustee to ensure
that the—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I would like to ask the
co-operation of all honourable members in the
House. This is a time for questions and a time
for answers. I am sure all members will have
their opportunity. Also, we have a lot of students
in the gallery, and I am sure we all would like to
present a good model for the students. I ask the
co-operation of all honourable members.

Mr. Doer: One of our concemns at any school
division that has been identified with

overexpenditures is to ensure that dealing with
the accountability is to ensure that there is a
transition that deals with kids, youth. We have
tried to work with and will continue to work
with the schools and students. We do not want to
see the adult education program bumping school
teachers in regular school programs and
affecting in mid-course the quality of education
for many kids in the classroom.

We are trying to deal with those two issues
that have been given to us, the issue of fiscal
accountability and the other issue, the whole
issue of students' education.

We have trusted the Auditor. The Auditor
has spent $100,000 investigating both the
specifics and the general issues. The Auditor has
said that there have been improvements made
since '99. More improvements have to be made.
We will make those improvements with new
legislation. The Auditor has recommended these
matters go to the Department of Justice. They
went to the Department of Justice on October 4.
The Department of Justice has recommended
further police investigations. Those are being
conducted. We trust the RCMP to follow up on
the issues raised by those audits.

HOPE Learning Centre
Repayment of Funds

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, the Premier's (Mr. Doer) words would
have more meaning to Manitobans if in his
handling of this entire affair he had had a
consistent approach with everyone. I want to
remind the Premier that it was his Government
who came out on the high horse, blamed
everything on Morris-Macdonald, fired the
board, and yet will not answer questions about
how his Government has dealt with the real
problem, centres like HOPE, owned by the
Orlikows.

I want to ask this Premier if he can explain
to Manitobans why, in all of the public relations
that his minister and himself as Premier went out
to gamer, all the high horses they rode on, they
never once made a reference to the HOPE
centres or announce publicly that they were
going to try and retrieve money when they were
getting 90 percent of the funding.
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Hon. Drew Caldwell (Minister of Education,
Training and Youth): Mr. Speaker, of course, it
is always a pleasure to rise for a question by the
Member for Lac du Bonnet. When I was away
on Wednesday, there were a couple of items
taken as notice. I would like to deal with them
before I respond to the question, if I may.

Okay, Mr. Speaker, items taken as notice on
enrolment on Wednesday when I was at AMM
and at a doctor's appointment. On enrolment—

Mr. Speaker: Order. For the information of all
members of the House, when ministers are asked
a question they are to deal with the question
asked. If ministers are going to be answering a
question that has been taken as notice, I do look
over to that side of the House at later stages in
the Question Period in case ministers are going
to be responding to questions that they have
taken as notice. So I do look that way during
Question Period, but right now, when a question
is asked, the minister's responsibility is to deal
with the question that is asked now.

Mr. Caldwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will
deal with those questions taken as notice later in
the session today then.

Mr. Speaker, of course, 90 percent of adult
leamning dollars did not go to HOPE. It is
another wildly inflated misrepresentation by
members opposite. Adult education funding was
channelled through school divisions who were
charged as elected officials with representing the
public interest in the expenditure of public
funds.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, I want to ask this
minister a very straightforward question. Why
did he not announce that he was going after the
Orlikows and HOPE when the money that
flowed through Morris-Macdonald, something
like 90 percent of the dollars that were assigned
to HOPE, went to the Orlikows and HOPE?
Morris-Macdonald took a $200 or $250 admin
fee. Why did he not announce that he was going
after HOPE and the Orlikows for that money
when he was firing the Morris-Macdonald
board?

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of
the House, when we were confronted with

allegations into the operations of adult learning
centres in Morris-Macdonald School Division,
took action that members opposite could have
taken in 1998 by calling in the Provincial Audi-
tor. and we stand by the Provincial Auditor's
report.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, it goes without
saying. If the minister wants Manitobans to
believe that he stands by the Auditor's report,
why did he rise in this House two weeks ago and
deny that he and his department had funnelled
money through adult education to another school
division? Why was he not honest with
Manitobans on that day?

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Speaker, I am surprised that
members opposite, three weeks or four weeks
into this discussion, have not read the Provincial
Auditor's report where it indicates that indeed we
did make that decision. We recognized that
criticism and stated some time last month.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for Lac
du Bonnet, on a new question.

*(14:10)

HOPE Learning Centre
Funding

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask the Premier (Mr.
Doer) this question: How, under his Govern-
ment, could they in February-March of last year
order the Provincial Auditor to do an audit based
on HOPE, then in April-May give HOPE
$625,000 of taxpayers' money, freeze it in May,
reinstate it in July, terminate it in October and
see it funded today? Could they provide an
explanation to Manitobans for that course of
events?

Hon. Drew Caldwell (Minister of Education,
Training and Youth): Mr. Speaker, again, the
member puts incorrect information on the public
record. But leaving that aside, we on this side of
the House believe in due process and termination
with notice. That is exactly what we did.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, the minister's press
release, after he orders the audit, gives $625,000
of the people's money to HOPE.
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I ask this minister—

Mr. Speaker: Order. The honourable Govern-
ment House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

I am obliged to stand up and draw your
attention, and the member's attention, to
Beauchesne Citation 409: A supplementary
question should need no preamble.

The member seems to be getting into some
pattern here of difficulty. Would you please
remind him of that rule of this House? Thank
you.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the honourable Government House Leader, he
does have a point of order.

Beauchesne Citation 409(2) advises that a
supplementary question should not require a
preamb