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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PRESENTING PETITIONS
Mobile Screening Unit for Mammograms

Ms. Rosann Wowchuk (Swan River): Madam
Speaker, | beg to present the petition of E. Hamilton, L.
Faloon, Linda McDonald and others praying that the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba request the Minister
of Health (Mr. Praznik) to consider immediately
establishing a mobile screening unit for mammograms
to help women across the province detect breast cancer
at the earliest possible opportunity.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS
Mobile Screening Unit for Mammograms

Madam Speaker: | have reviewed the petition of the
honourable member for Swan River (Ms. Wowchuk).
It complies with the rules and practices of the House.
Is it the will of the House to have the petition read?

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Madam Speaker: Dispense.

WHEREAS medical authorities have stated that breast
cancer in Manitoba has reached almost epidemic
proportions; and

WHEREAS yearly mammograms are recommended for
women over 50, and perhaps younger if a woman feels
she is at risk; and

WHEREAS while improved surgical procedures and
better post-operative care do improve a woman's
chances if she is diagnosed, early detection plays a
vital role; and

WHEREAS Manitoba currently has only three centres
where mammograms can be performed, those being
Winnipeg, Brandon and Thompson, and

WHEREAS a trip to and from these centres for a
mammogram can cost a woman upwards of $500 which
is a prohibitive cost for some women,; and

WHEREAS a number of other provinces have dealt
with this problem by establishing mobile screening
units; and

WHEREAS the provincial government has promised to
take action on this serious issue.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY PRAY
that the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba may be
pleased to request the Minister of Health (Mr. Praznik)
to consider immediately establishing a mobile
screening unit for mammograms to help women across
the province detect breast cancer at the earliest
possible opportunity.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee of Supply

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Chairperson of the
Committee of Supply): Madam Speaker, the
Committee of Supply has adopted certain resolutions,
directs me to report the same and asks leave to sit
again.

I move, seconded by the honourable member for
Turtle Mountain (Mr. Tweed), that the report of the
committee be received.

Motion agreed to.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 206-The Minors Intoxicating Substances
Control Amendment Act

Mr. Gord Mackintosh (St. Johns): Madam Speaker,
| move, seconded by the member for Transcona (Mr.
Reid), that leave be given to introduce Bill 206, The
Minors Intoxicating Substances Control Amendment
Act; Loi modifiant la Loi sur le contrdle des substances
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intoxicantes et les mineurs, and that the same be now
received and read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Mackintosh: Madam Speaker, this bill proposes
acrackdown on those who knowingly sell inhalants for
sniffing by prohibiting sales not just to minors but to
adults, by enhancing the deterrent effect of sanctions,
including minimum and increased fines, allowing
courts to prohibit the sale of sniff products by a
convicted merchant and even business closure in
certain extreme cases, also by ensuring search and
seizure powers for the police. It also provides the
courts with the ability to order professional assessments
of those convicted of sniffing to expose addicts to
treatment. We ask the Legislature to support this
legislation, rise to the challenge that sniffing poses to
Manitoba, support this legislation at least as one part of
the needed response to this very destructive addiction.

Madam Speaker: I[s there leave?
An Honourable Member: Leave.

Madam Speaker: Leave has been granted.

Introduction of Guests

Madam Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, [ would
like to draw the attention of all honourable members to
the public gallery where we have this afternoon twenty-
five Grade 9 students from Deloraine Collegiate under
the direction of Mrs. Barbara Lee. This school is
located in the constituency of the honourable Minister
of Industry, Trade and Tourism (Mr. Downey).

Also, thirty-three Grade 9 students from River West
Park School under the direction of Mr. Gary Perrett.
This school is located in the constituency of the
honourable member for Charleswood (Mr. Emnst).

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome you
this afternoon.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Disaster Assistance
Provincial Proposal

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): Madam
Speaker, my question is to the Premier. A couple of

days ago, the federal government and the lead minister
for Manitoba claimed that the federal government did
not have a specific proposal from the provincial
government. Today we note that the federal
government and the lead minister are claiming that the
proposal the Premier tabled in this Chamber was, quote,
not a proposal but rather a wish list.

Can the Premier indicate to the people of Manitoba
whether in fact any of those items on the specific
proposal that was made to Ottawa had been clarified by
the federal government as “wish list items,” and can the
Premier comment -bout whether we have had any
feedback at all about the specific proposals put forward
to deal with the devastating impact of the flood of
19977

* (1335)

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, I can
confirm absolutely that it is not a wish list in the sense
that it is the product of three weeks of collaborative
effort between senior officials of the federal
government and our administration. There was some
reasonable clarity put onto the numbers to the extent
that PFRA had been working from the federal side to
clarify the costs of some of the ring dikes that we know
should be constructed as a result of the higher levels
thanever before experienced in Manitoba this century
and the protective works that would be required to
communities who are already requesting it,
communities such as Ste. Agathe, such as Aubigny,
perhaps the southern part of Rosenort, Niverville, east
St. Pierre. They have all been discussing it.

We know that there are certain measures that should
be done 30 years after construction to the floodway,
and having operated the floodway at close to peak
capacity for an extensive period of time, there are some
works that are necessary there. There has been
discussion of that. The City of Winnipeg has some
particular works on its permanent diking system. All of
those have numbers that have been attached to them
and verified.

I make the point, Madam Speaker, that it is no more
a wish list than is the $25 million that the federal
government just announced last Friday vis-a-vis the
business loss program. The numbers that have been
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developed are at least as accurate and at least as
credible as were developed for the federal government's
announcements. So commitments can be made based
on numbers that were verified and developed jointly
between the senior officials of two levels of
government. It certainly was not regarded by the
Deputy Clerk of the Privy Council in Ottawa as a wish
list but rather the best estimate that officials on both
sides could come forward with.

Mr. Doer: Madam Speaker, on May 20 the federal
government publicly stated that they did not have a
proposal from the provincial government, and on May
22 we heard that the minister did not have a proposal
but rather they were aware of a “wish list.”

[ would like to ask the Premier: Is he aware the last
cabinet meeting prior to the June election, as we
understand it, was May 15?7 We would like to know
whether this was the specific proposal by the province
through the Deputy Clerk of the Privy Council at the
federal government. Was the specific proposal on the
cabinet agenda, were the Manitoba ministers in
attendance at that meeting, and was this matter dealt
with at that cabinet meeting?

Mr. Filmon: Ifthe member is asking about the federal
cabinet meeting, [ would have no knowledge of that at
all. As he knows, cabinet affairs are normally
privileged, and it would not be a matter of public record
as to whether or not those people were in attendance or
what was on the agenda. | do know that particular
proposal and the numbers that were tabled that were
attached to the proposal was faxed to the Deputy Clerk
of the federal cabinet that day, and we assumed it was
for the purpose of discussion that day, but I cannot
verify that.

Mr. Doer: We have gone through—it almost sounds
like echoes of disputes past between the provincial
government and the federal government dealing with
flood compensation. The '95 flood, the '96 flood, here
we have the '97 flood, and the feedback we are getting
from people is let us get on with it; let us get this thing
settled. People are concerned about the federal election
date and having the leverage to get a decent settlement.
On the other hand, people that we are listening to are
saying, you know, if we can all co-operate in the spirit
we had in Manitoba over the last number of weeks

together to fight this flood, surely the provincial and
federal governments can reach a spirit of co-operation
and get a settlement.

Can the Premier advise us whether there is any
opportunity to get this settled before the voting date so
that Manitobans are not left a year later with still not
knowing the specifics? Will there be another cabinet
meeting, and can we get on with this flood
compensation package in a spirit of co-operation and
final resolution which Manitobans need in this crisis of
1997?

* (1340)

Mr. Filmon: [ wholeheartedly accept the advice of the
Leader of the Opposition, and I accept his point of
view. It has always been my perspective that a spirit of
co-operation is what is necessary in order for us to
achieve the most beneficial solutions for all
Manitobans. [ might say that we were happy to co-
operate with the federal government when three of their
ministers wanted to sign an agreement that indicated a
federal commitment to resolving issues in Manitoba.
Part of that agreement indicated that there would be
immediate application of senior officials on both sides
to quantify and to essentially provide the framework,
the outline of how much money was involved in the
principles that were outlined in the agreement that the
Minister of Natural Resources (Mr. Cummings) and the
Minister of Government Services (Mr. Pitura) and I
signed that day with Mr. Gerrard, Mr. Young and Mr.
Axworthy. So our total approach to this has been to co-
operate. We do not want this to be an issue of politics
in the federal campaign. Unfortunately, that is what is
transpiring as a result of what has gone on.

The member knows that federal members of
Parliament, federal Liberal members of Parliament that
were quoted in the article in the paper indicating their
expectations and the announcements that have been
made unilaterally by the federal government with
respect to their support which is welcome to all of us,
not something we criticized, because they have
indicated that they want to help. We want that to
happen.

That is the situation we find ourselves in. | am told
that they do not have another federal cabinet meeting
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coming up between now and the June 2 election. We
will continue to be available to do whatever seems
reasonable in order to arrive at a continuing solution
that will help all Manitobans as we try now to cope
with the ravages and the effects of the flood and now
try and put the pieces back together.

Keewatin Community College
Administrative Review

Ms. Jean Friesen (Wolseley): My questions are for
the Minister of Education.

Madam Speaker, at three o'clock this afternoon the
chairman of the board of governors at Keewatin
Community College is meeting with staff in an
emergency meeting to explain to them some of the
background to the crisis that has emerged at KCC
where five of the senior managers are, | believe, in the
process of resigning. Those managers include the chief
financial officer, and in their letter, copied to the
minister and to the board of governors, what they have
to say about KCC is an unparalleled indictment of a
crisis situation.

I want to ask the minister if she is prepared to exert
her authority under The Colleges Act, which remains in
place, and to appoint an administrator to examine and
inspect the financial condition, administrative
condition, and, as it says in the act, any other matter
related to the management and operation of a college.

Hon. Linda Mclntosh (Minister of Education and
Training): Madam Speaker, the situation at Keewatin
College right now, a dispute between those five
administrators and the college president who are at
odds with each other over certain issues, is now in the
hands of the board of governors. The board of
govemors, duly put in place to deal with exactly these
kinds of situations, must be given the opportunity to
deal with the crisis and seek a satisfactory resolution to
the issues and the allegations raised by the
administration against the president. The president's
allegations against the administration have not yet been
put towards the college board. I think we have to let
the board govern according to the law that they were
established to do. We are, however, closely monitoring
the situation. My deputy has been in communication

with Keewatin College, and we will give them the
opportunity to resolve their difficulties.

Ms. Friesen: Do | take it, then, that this minister and
this government, like so many of her colleagues, in fact
are not prepared 1o take any responsibility for the crises
facing the college, for the projected deficit of a million
dollars, for the cuts of $117,000 to college programs,
the cuts of $210,000 to aboriginal programs that have
been the result off the underfunding of colleges by this
government and in particular the reduction of $170,000
announced only within the last month?

* (1345)

Mrs. McIntosh: The government of Manitoba has
continued to fund colleges to the level that they have
funded colleges in the past. We have not cut funding
for community colleges.

Madam Speaker, | also indicate that this member
herself was one who was vehement in the legislation
coming forward on the Council on Post-Secondary
Education that the Minister of Education or the Council
on Post-Secondary Education not be given the ability to
interfere and a very quick response to situations that
need to be goverried by the colleges. This member was
adamant that there be clauses in there that would
prevent the minister and the council from interfering in
the self-governance of colleges, and I think Hansard
will reveal that quite clearly.

Madam Speaker, the member herself has just
acknowledged that the college board has yet to meet.
They will be meeting later today with the—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Mrs. Mclntosh: Madam Speaker, the member has
indicated there is a meeting at three o'clock today, if |
am not mistaken. It is now 10 to two. Perhaps she can
tell me how they have already met to discuss the issue
if they are going to meet at three, an hour before the
meeting?

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Wolseley, with a final supplementary question.
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Ms. Friesen: There is so much misinformation in the
minister's statement, I do not know where to start with
it, but I would like to say, Madam Speaker-my final
supplementary for the minister is that she simply cannot
continue to dismiss an issue where the five senior
managers of this college allege financial mismanage-
ment, lack of effective planning, inappropriate human
resource management, lack of leadership, integrity,
honesty, trust and teamwork.

This is a serious issue not just for KCC but for the
North. I want to ask the minister if she could explain
why it is that, after years of having that board appointed
by this Tory government, there is, according to the five
senior managers, still no comprehensive multiyear
business plan for the college based on a clearly defined
mission, a set of shared college values and principles
and a limited number of mid- to long-term priority
goals?

That seems to me, Madam Speaker, the basics for a
board.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Mrs. Mclntosh: [ wonder if I could be told which
question to answer since I am only allowed to answer
one.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mrs. MclIntosh: [ will then indicate that—
Madam Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order
Ms. Friesen: I understood the minister to be asking for
her mind to be refreshed on the question, and indeed it

was. Why has KCC no plan?

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Wolseley does not have a point of order.

* %k %

Mrs. MclIntosh: Madam Speaker, last week five
members on the administrative staff of the Keewatin
Community College indicated their displeasure with the
management style of Dr. Sam Shaw, the president of
the university, wrote to the board to express that
concern. I was copied on that letter which came late
last week or early this week. Today we received
another piece of correspondence indicating that the
board of governors had responded to those five senior
administrators asking them to please exercise the proper
process of filing a complaint.

Now, Madam Speaker, we know, and my deputies
havebeen in touch with Keewatin Community College,
we are monitoring the situation very closely, but we do
know that at the moment what we have are allegations
from five people that the board is currently looking at.
The board, I think, needs to be given an opportunity to
examine those allegations and determine in their minds
as governors whether or not those allegations are
correct or as a result of personality conflicts with an
administrator whose style they object to. That needs to
be determined by the board.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Wolseley, with a new question.

Ms. Friesen: With a new question, I want to ask the
Minister of Education why it is, since none of the issues
that are alleged in this particular letter to the board and
to the minister—none of these are new, they are all of
long standing. They deal with very serious issues of
personnel, of administration, of accounting, of financial
mismanagement, and I am quoting from the letter.
Could the minister explain why it is that the board she
appointed, a Tory board, has been unable to deal with
any of these issues over the last 12 months or the last
two years?

Mrs. McIntosh: Of course I do not accept any of the
preamble as accurate. The member herself knows that
she herself has risen many times in this House asking
for increased aboriginal representation on that board,
which we have provided. It is now nearly 50 percent
aboriginal. I believe if she checks with people at the
Swampy Cree Tribal Council, et cetera, she will find
they are very satisfied with Dr. Sam Shaw and things
going on under this particular board of governors, so |
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think the allegation she is making, that all is bad, may
or may not be correct.

I think, Madam Speaker, that we do need to allow the
college's board of governors the opportunity to do its
job, investigate allegations put to it and give them time
to do it. That is their job. That is their authority under
the law, a law which the member opposite firmly and
absolutely and strongly endorses and has many times in
Hansard.

*(1350)

Ms. Friesen: What I am asking the minister to do is to
take some responsibility in this issue.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
member for Wolseley was recognized for a
supplementary question, which requires no preamble or
no postamble.

Ms. Friesen: Could the minister confirm then that the
reason that she has abandoned responsibility for this
very serious issue in the North is because the chair of
the board is in fact a Tory candidate in the current
federal election?

Mrs. McIntosh: Madam Speaker, I have not
abandoned responsibility under the law, and I have not
lessened my interest in Keewatin Community College
one iota. The member's assumption is wrong.

Northern Nursing Program

Ms. Jean Friesen (Wolseley): Can the minister give
us any assurance that the Northern Nursing Program, a
program which has been long awaited by many people
across the North, is not going to fall victim to the chaos
and the crisis that there is in Keewatin Community
College right now and for which the minister appears to
take no responsibility whatsoever?

Hon. Linda McIntosh (Minister of Education and
Training): The member again has indicated that | am
taking no responsibility, and I will not accept that
allegation. We have been in communication with
Keewatin Community College. We are closely
monitoring the unfolding of events. We are allowing

the allegations to be explored by the board as the due
process would indicate it should occur.

Madam Speaker, | understand what the member is
saying. The member is saying that the minister should
fly up North, take over the college, let everybody go
and run it myself, preferably with her as my principal.

Health Care System
Aboriginal Concerns

Ms. Rosann Wowchuk (Swan River): Madam
Speaker, it is a well-known fact that the health status of
aboriginal people is well below that of the general
population. Aboriginal people want this issue to be
addressed and have become very frustrated and, in fact,
many people from across the province today marched
in the streets of Winnipeg trying to bring attention to
this issue. I will table a list of issues identified by the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs that have caused them
frustration.

Given the history of continuous jurisdictional conflict
between the federal and provincial governments on this
matter, will the minister responsible or the Premier
show some flexibility and leadership to get this
jurisdictional conflict resolved so that aboriginal people
can start working to address the very serious health
issues facing their communities?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, |
thank the member for raising that issue. 1 am glad that
it has come to her attention.

We have met regularly with the Assembly of
Manitoba Chiefs, in fact, at least an annual get-together
with the cabinet. 1 can recall at virtually every one of
those meetings, going back some four or five years,
raising that specific issue and identifying the health
circumstances of the aboriginal people as being a very
significant issue that needed to be addressed, that
needed leadership, I might say, from the aboriginal
leadership of this province.

Much of what she is referring to has to do with
lifestyle, has to do with diet, has to do with
circumstances that are to some degree self-imposed-
nutrition, diet, choices that are made with respect to
living conditions and circumstances that I think need to
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have some leadership from our aboriginal leadership in
this province. 1know thattheyhave agreed with me on
that, and as a result of that, I think there are a number
of programs that the Minister of Health (Mr. Praznik)
has been working on now for more than a year that
have to do with kidney disease, with other matters,
diabetes and those kinds of things.

So I am glad that she is aware of the problem, and |
assure her that this is something that we are committed
to work on in co-operation with the aboriginal
leadership of this province.

* (1355)
Aboriginal Concerns—Kidney Dialysis

Ms. Rosann Wowchuk (Swan River): | am sure that
the Premier will also recognize that it is sewer and
water and standard of living that affects the quality of
these people—

An Honourable Member: Access programs.

Ms. Wowchuk: Access and other programs. Since
one of the—

Madam Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
member for Swan River was recognized for a
supplementary question.

Ms. Wowchuk: Since one of the major health
problems is the high rate of diabetes, and given that the
minister responsible for aboriginal affairs said when he
was speaking on aresolution on diabetes, and [ quote:
This is a status-blind issue I identify and certainly
would be encouraged that this not just be a federal
jurisdiction kind of focus—will the Premier agree that
the province has a responsibility to play in this? Will
they follow up and not just pay lip service to it but put
money into it to ensure that we have dialysis treatment
for these people, where we have the highest rate of
dialysis in the province amongst aboriginal people?

Hon. Darren Praznik (Minister of Health): First of
all, with respect to the specifics of the member's
question, this administration has put increasing
resources into dialysis services | know in my own area,
the creation of the unit in Pine Falls hospital that

services a large First Nations population north of that,
and in other places through our province. We are now
considering ways of where we have to expand that.

Madam Speaker, the answer in dialysis, the long-term
answer that is repeated to me over and over again by
people who work in this particular area is in the area of
prevention, which comes back to what the Premier (Mr.
Filmon) was speaking about, lifestyle. 1 am pleased to
report that some weeks ago I met with many of the
aboriginal political organizations like MKO, like the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, like a number of tribal
councils where we are looking at how we are going to
interact between our governance structure to overcome
those kinds of jurisdictional issues that have prevented
positive action in the past. I think we can work those
things and get on to the community health issues that
are thoroughly important to beating a disease like
diabetes.

Ms. Wowchuk: Madam Speaker, surely we have to
agree that, along with prevention, we have to treat those
people who have the disease right now. Will the
province agree that they must address the issue in those
communities where it has become such an epidemic
state where they are looking for dialysis treatment in
their own community? Will the province show
leadership and work with these communities so that we
do not have people dying from diabetes because they
cannot get treatment?

Mr. Filmon: Madam Speaker, the record of this
government certainly speaks to our commitment to
providing dialysis to people throughout the province,
something that was not done under the administration
of the New Democrats when they were in this province.
We have expanded it to many areas of the province,
and I can tell her that it is an issue that certainly we
began to discuss with the leadership to try and work at
the prevention side when I toured, along with the
former Minister of Health, several dialysis units in this
province, and more than half the spaces were filled
with aboriginal people. There is an unmistakable
correlation between their diet, nutrition and lifestyle
and the results in their health circumstances.

So I say to her that we have to work on both ends,
and that is why we have expanded dialysis in this
province for the treatment side, but the long term is that
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we do not want people to be in unhealthy
circumstances, being treated in the hospitals if we can
prevent that. That is why the investment must be made
and the effort must be made by the leadership of the
aboriginal community in convincing people, convincing
their own people that they must change the choices they
make about their lifestyle, their diet, their nutrition.

* (1400)

Health Care System
Federal Transfer Payments

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Madam Speaker,
my question is for the Premier. Yesterday, as many
Manitobans saw on TV, the Filmon team and the
Charest team have bonded together. As part of that
Tory bonding, what we see is a Charest approach to
health care that is going to see us rely more on the tax
point transfers and the eventual getting rid of cash
transfers to the province.

Will the Premier not agree with the opposition
members of this Chamber that any decreases that would
wipe out the cash transfer payments are not in the best
interests of Manitobans, that he does not support that
Charest platform?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, we
certainly know which team the member for Inkster is
on. I saw him on the back deck of a house on Scotia
Street about three weeks ago handing the sandbag over
to the Prime Minister. The problem is that the sandbag
did not come with instructions, and the member for
Inkster did not know anything to tell him, but anyway,
itis all right.

In any case, getting to the point of the question, I
might say that | was very impressed with the policy that
was espoused by the Leader of the Progressive
Conservative Party of Canada, Mr. Charest, which, |
might say, was that not only would he stop the cuts
from the federal government of transfer payments for
health and education but that he would see some
additional $2 billion put back into the health care
system by the year 2000. It seems to me that the
member opposite ought to be interested in having more
money put into the hands of the province for health
care so that we can work on so many of the issues that

he raises from time to time in this House with respect to
having sufficient money to spend on our health care
system for the benefit of all Manitobans.

I would also make the point to him that when we
discussed this issue—and 1 did discuss it with him
privately prior to the public meeting that we had-l
made the point, which he agrees, that tax point transfers
have to be equalized tax points because, as I have
indicated on many occasions, one point of tax raises
much more per capita in some provinces than in others
and therefore—|interjection] The member for
Crescentwood (Mr. Sale) wants to answer the question,
but that is all right; we will let him answer it later. That
is the whole issue, that when we make these transfers of
tax points so that we can have more money for health
care, it will also bz equalized so that we, as a province,
will not be denied the opportunity to have the same
level of services as other provinces.

Mr. Lamoureux: Madam Speaker, what | am asking
the Premier is: Will the government state for the public
record that this government supports cash transfers, that
they do not want to see those cash transfers turn into
tax points?

Mr. Filmon: Madam Speaker, what is important is that
we get money 1o fund the services, and what is
important is that that transfer is done on an equitable
basis so that a smaller province like Manitoba is not
disadvantaged vis-a-vis a larger, wealthier province
such as British Columbia or Ontario. But what you
cannot do is argue about services if you have the money
being cut off at the end that delivers the money. That
is exactly what the federal Liberals have done in their
three and a half years in government, and that is what
has to come to an end. That is why | believe Mr.
Charest's policy is better for us.

Mr. Lamoureux: | ask the Premier: How can he say
that when | have heard several of his ministers in the
past say that the transfer to tax points—they do not even
acknowledge the transfer of tax points and how those
have increased—loes not count when it comes to
transfer payments for health care from Ottawa? So how
can he say that when Charest is going to do it, it is
okay? Will he not say today that it is not acceptable to
pass over the cash transfers to tax points?
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Mr. Filmon: Madam Speaker, the short answer is that
what we have criticized over the last three and a half
years is the Liberal government in Ottawa reducing the
transfers to Manitoba for health and education by $220
million a year. That is $220 million less that we have
to spend on health and post-secondary education. That
is what we have been fighting against, and that is what
we have consistently criticized. 1 do not know what the
member for Inkster thinks he is doing for Manitobans
when he stands up and defends that kind of action.

Crystal Casino
Report Tabling Request

Ms. MaryAnn Mihychuk (St. James): Madam
Speaker, my question is for the Minister responsible for
Lotteries. Today we understand that the government
will be announcing another self-serving report in a
press conference away from this Chamber. My
question to the minister: Will he table the report here
inthe House so that we can have an opportunity to look
at the report before you try and construct your agenda,
your spin on this Lotteries report like you have in the
past? Will you table the report?

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister charged with the
administration of the Manitoba Lotteries
Corporation Act): Madam Speaker, what a ridiculous
question. The member fails to recognize that our
responsibility is to all Manitobans. The Larry
Desjardins committee recommended a feasibility study
be performed in terms of the future of the Crystal
Casino. That report has now been completed by Price
Waterhouse. It has been made available to us, and we
will be releasing it for the benefit of all Manitobans
later today.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
member for St. James, with a supplementary question.

Ms. Mihychuk: Madam Speaker, how can the minister
and this government justify releasing this news to the
media and other sources while not bringing it to this
House? Will the minister confirm that the report
recommends the closure of Crystal Casino and the
amalgamation of those facilities with the McPhillips
Street Station?

Mr. Stefanson: Madam Speaker, the report will be
made available to all members of this House this
afternoon, as it will be also made available to all
citizens of Manitoba in terms of the information
provided in that report.

The member is correct in the sense of what one of the
recommendations will be. One of the recommendations
will be the consolidation of the Crystal Casino with the
two other facilities here in Winnipeg, the Regent
Avenue facility and the McPhillips Street facility.
Obviously there is a basis for that, based on economics,
based on tourism opportunities, and that is all clearly—
[interjection]

Madam Speaker, if the member for Wellington (Ms.
Barrett) has a question, tell her to ask her House leader
to get on the list and ask the question.

That is one of the recommendations, I acknowledge
that, and that report will be available to all members.

*(1410)
Closure-Impact on Downtown

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for St.
James, with a final supplementary question.

Ms. MaryAnn Mihychuk (St. James): Madam
Speaker, with this announcement we might as well put
the sign “closed, out of business” to downtown—

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Ms. Mihychuk: Has the minister and his staff
consulted with the Downtown Biz and facilities like
Eaton's, which is planning to close, to ensure that
downtown Winnipeg remains alive and healthy, or is he
willing to abandon downtown Winnipeg?

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister charged with the
administration of The Manitoba Lotteries
Corporation Act): The member for St. James seems
to be implying that the be-all and end-all and only
solution to downtown Winnipeg is a casino being
located down there.

We have a casino in downtown Winnipeg right now.
It is in the Hotel Fort Garry. If it meant an awful lot to
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that particular business, you would think they would be
wanting the casino to stay. They do not want it to stay.
They have asked for it to be removed when the lease
expiresin 1999. Attendance at that casino is down by
some 24 percent, so | would encourage the member for
St. James to take the time to read the report before she
jumps to those kinds of conclusions.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
Minister responsible for The Manitoba Lotteries
Corporation, to quickly complete his response.

Mr. Stefanson: Madam Speaker, there is an awful lot
more to this issue than just jumping to that very
simplistic solution, but I do want to assure her that the
kinds of groups that she has referred to have in fact
been consulted by Price Waterhouse. | have also met
with some of them as well, some of the groups that she
named here today. Obviously that has been an
important part of the preparation of this document,
consulting with the Downtown Biz, with Tourism
Winnipeg, with Winnipeg 2000, with the City of
Winnipeg and so on. Those consultations have in fact
taken place in the preparation of the report.

Personal Incomes
Decline

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): A few days ago
| pointed out to the Minister of Finance that real wages
have declined by 4 percent under this government, but
the Minister of Finance admonished us to examine
after-tax income instead. Therefore, | would ask the
Minister of Finance to study the latest estimates of
personal disposable income, that is after-tax income,
from all sources in constant dollars and acknowledge
that since this government was elected in 1988,
Manitobans have suffered a decline of 5.5 percent.
That is, Manitobans have less in their pockets today
than when this government took office.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister of Finance): Madam
Speaker, what | would encourage the member for

Brandon East to do, including all of his colleagues, is to
look at the information provided just last Friday by
Statistics Canada, just last Friday. First of all, the issue
he asks about in terms of total income, total income in
Manitoba for 1956, now the most recent year, grew by
4.7 percent, the second best performance amongst all
provinces and more than double the national average.
But more important, the issue that he raises today, the
issue of disposable after-tax income, income in
Manitoba after taxes in 1996 rose by 4.4 percent, more
than four times Canada's increase and amongst the best
in Canada.

So those are the facts with what is happening with
gross incomes today in Manitoba, but more important
I am glad to see that finally the member for Brandon
East is acknowledging that what is most important to
Manitobans is what they are left with in their pockets
after taxes. This government has a record of 10 straight
years of no increases in major taxes, unlike the record
from 1981 to 1988 when taxes went up in Manitoba
some 60 or 70 tirnes under the NDP.
Madam Speaker: Order, please. Time for Oral
Questions has expired.

* Kk K

Madam Speaker: Order, please. | would like to ask
for the co-operation of the House in assuring that the
motion moved by the honourable member for St. Johns
(Mr. Mackintosh), seconded by the honourable member
for Transcona (Mr. Reid), on the introduction of his
Bill 206 was agreed to. Agreed? Agreed and so
ordered. Thank you.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

House Business

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader):
Madam Speaker, by leave of the House, the Committee
of Supply will continue to sit in three sections for the
period May 26 to June 5, and instead of seeking leave
for a lengthy—

Madam Speaker: Order, please. | think traditionally
we do these, so that everybody fully understands what
they are agreeing, to, one at a time. Is that the will of
the House? [agread]
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Is there leave of the House that the Committee of
Supply continue to sit in three sections for the period of
May 26 to June 5 inclusive? [agreed]

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, instead of seeking
leave for a lengthy series of changes to the revised
Estimates sequence tabled May 12, I would like, by
leave today, to table a further revised Estimates
sequence. This document is signed, as the rules would
require, by representatives of both the government and
the official opposition, that is, myself and the
honourable member for Burrows (Mr. Martindale).

Madam Speaker: Is there leave for the government
House leader to table a new sequence of the order of
Estimates? [agreed]

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, there have been
discussions amongst representatives of the parties, and
[ think we have some matters that we can agree upon
this afternoon respecting the proceedings of this House
for the next few days. There are a couple of key items
that remain unresolved at this point. If honourable
members will listen carefully we can go through this,
and if any further discussion is required, it can happen.
There are a number of things that are being discussed in
an order like any Rubik's cube. You almost need all of
the pieces to come together for the puzzle to be
complete.

We have been working to attempt to achieve some
accommodations for each other as parties in this House.
The first thing I would seek leave for, Madam Speaker,
is that the House not sit on Monday evening, May 26,
nor Friday, May 30.

Madam Speaker: Is there leave forthe House notto
sit on Monday evening, May 26 and May 307 [agreed]

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, that on Thursday, May
29, the House sit at ten o'clock in the morning,
commencing with the prayer, to consider bills, to recess
at noon, resume at 1:30 p.m. for Routine Proceedings
and Supply and adjourn at 6 p.m.

Madam Speaker: Is there leave that on Thursday,
May 29, the House sit at 10 a.m., commencing with the
prayer, to consider bills, recess at noon, resume at 1:30

p-m. for Routine Proceedings and Supply and adjourn
at 6 p.m.? [agreed]

* (1420)

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, some further matters.
I also seek leave of the House for the following:
Commencing on Tuesday, June 3, and continuing for
the duration of this session, first, that the House not sit
on Monday evenings.

Madam Speaker: Is there leave of the House,
commencing on Tuesday, June 3, and continuing for
the duration of this session that the House not sit on
Monday evenings? [agreed]

Mr. McCrae:
Fridays.

Secondly, that the House not sit on

Madam Speaker: For the same period of time,
Tuesday, June 3, for the duration of the session, is there
leave that the House not sit on Fridays? [agreed]

Mr. McCrae: Third, Madam Speaker, that the House
sit on Thursdays at 10 a.m. commencing with the
prayer, to consider government business, recess at
noon, resume at 1:30 p.m. for Routine Proceedings, to
be followed by government business and then private
members' hour, unless they are waived on a day-to-day
basis.

Madam Speaker: Is there leave of the House for the
same period, commencing Tuesday, June 3, continuing
for the duration of this session that the House sit on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. commencing with the prayer, to
consider government business, recess at 12 noon,
resume at 1:30 p.m. for Routine Proceedings, to be
followed by government business and then by private
members' hour, unless private members' hour is waived
on a daily basis? [agreed]

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, so there is no
misunderstanding, the remaining items to be discussed
are the way we deal with Monday, June 2, and the issue
surrounding the way we have been handling deferral of
votes and the issues related to quorums. Those matters
seem somehow to be linked, I am not sure how, but we
will continue those discussions and perhaps have a
report on Monday of next week, or perhaps later today,
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but more likely Monday of next week, so that in the
meantime we are in a position to move forward this
afternoon with Estimates in the House in Room 255
and in Room 254.

*(1430)

So atthis time, I move, seconded by the honourable
Minister of Culture, Heritage and Citizenship (Mrs.
Vodrey), that Madam Speaker do now leave the Chair
and the House resolve itself into a committee to
consider of the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
(Concurrent Sections)

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Chairperson (Gerry McAlpine): Order, please.
Will the Committee of Supply please come to order.
This afternoon this section of the Committee of Supply
will resume the consideration of the Estimates of the
Department of Highways and Transportation.

When the committee last sat, it had been considering
item 15.1.(b)(1) on page 76 of the Estimates. Shall this
item pass?

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): I think, Mr. Chair,
when we left off last time the minister was going to get
back to me on the St. Andrews Airport, a little bit of an
update on that.

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Highways and
Transportation): Mr. Chairman, the information we
have on St. Andrews, I know that the member is
probably referring to the fact that initially the Winnipeg
Airport Authority would be taking over Winnipeg plus
St. Andrews. [ guess along the way the St. Andrews
aspect got put on the back burner and they are now
conducting due diligence regarding the transfer of St.
Andrews airport. Transport Canada anticipates that the
Winnipeg Airport Authority will take over
responsibility for the airport maybe as early as April
'98, but it is in process of due diligence at this moment.

Mr. Jennissen: I would like to move on to a new
section, if the minister would agree to that, and that is

on licences and licensing. I know some of that is water
under the bridge really because it is already an
accomplished fact, but I would like to ask some
questions on it nonetheless.

First of all, the rationale for the decision to go to new
licence plates.

Mr. Findlay: The last licence plates were issued in
1983, I believe. The plates were getting older. Many of
the plates out there on vehicles were quite worn,
cracked, hard to read. plus the available new number
sequences that could be used for new plates that are
issued was starting to get kind of tight. I think the
biggest reason simply was you looked at plates of
tourists travelling through from other parts of North
America. Our is probably the dowdiest-looking plate of
any you would see on the road, and it is time to upgrade
to a more modern style design, more attractive, more
tourism oriented. | have heard nothing but positive
comments from Manitobans on the design that has been
announced, not only for the design but for the fact that
we are going to look like the rest of the States and
provinces, morz modemn, more colourful, more
attractive plate on our cars from now on.

Mr. Jennissen: Some people that were less than
enthusiastic, they thought it was maybe a bit of a tax
grab. I do not want to comment one way or the other
on that. Could the minister give us a feel as to the cost
for the new plate design?

Mr. Findlay: If | remember the question right, it is
how much the design cost. The design did not cost us
anything. The design. as drawn out or prepared, has
been done over the course of time, so we did not pay
anybody to design it.

Mr. Jennissen: 3o this was one design selected out of
a series of other designs?

Mr. Findlay: Over the course of time, a new design
had been thought of within the department, probably
going back a few years. Some different designs had
come up. A focus group was used to review them. The
one chosen is the one that has been announced.
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Mr. Jennissen: Where are those licence plates actually
being produced? Are they being produced in
Manitoba?

Mr. Findlay: A tender was put out for the new plates,
and the successful tenderer—we will have them
produced in Amherst, Nova Scotia.

Mr. Jennissen: So the Manitoba plates are being made
in Nova Scotia, because that was the lowest bid.

Mr. Findlay: That was the lowest bid, yes.

Mr. Jennissen: Could the minister give me an idea
how much it costs per plate on average and on average
how much we get back when that plate is actually on
the vehicle? How much does the Department of
Highways actually make per plate on a regular
passenger vehicle?

Mr. Findlay: Before the tender went out, we had
projected a cost of $7 for a pair, and $1 for the
individuals, which is what we are charging the people
who are purchasing plates. [interjection] Did I say $1?
It is $4 for an individual plate.

Mr. Jennissen: So does the minister have any idea, if
all the plates are renewed, how much profit-I guess,
that is the word I could use-we would make on this?

Mr. Findlay: As I mentioned in the previous answer,
we had projected it would cost $7 for a pair of plates.
The tenders came in surprisingly lower, and what
surplus will be there—and there is some uncertainty
yet-but there is some surplus there that has gone
directly to the construction program. So any extra that
has come back because the tender came in better than
anticipated has gone to the construction program for the
department. So if there is any profit, so to speak, in it,
it goes back to the road users through additional money
for capital.

Mr. Jennissen: I heard the figure noised about perhaps
$700,000 to $1 million. Is that in the ballpark that
would be so-called profit?

Mr. Findlay: That is in the ballpark. That is what will
show up as additional money for capital project
activity.

Mr. Jennissen: The minister in an earlier statement
said that the new plates should be on some of the
vehicles by the middle of the summer. How many new
plates will there be by the end of the year, roughly?

* (1440)

Mr. Findlay: The renewals will start to be mailed out
on June 17, so as soon as a person gets his renewal he
can go purchase his plates, but they are required—the
first one is required to be in place by August 1. Then
by the end of the year, with cyclical renewal, [ would
assume every month we could do about a twelfth of
them depending on when the renewals come due for
every licence plate holder. I would assume one-twelfth
every month for 12 months. It will take a full one-year
cycle to get all the plates renewed.

Mr. Jennissen: So that a year from this summer, next
summer, we can expect approximately 700,000
vehicles. Would that be correct?

Mr. Findlay: Yes.

Mr. Jennissen: Now, if I can ask the minister another
question on dealers, I have a number of letters from
dealers who are worried about the dual plates, and I
know the member for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux) had
asked that question and I do apologize, I do not recall
the answer, but I think the minister said that dealers are
not required to use dual plates.

Mr. Findlay: That is right, Mr. Chairman. The reason
for going with the dual plates was for vehicle
identification, to make it easier to identify for anybody
enforcing the law or seeing a vehicle perpetrating a
crime.

We have had considerable discussion with dealers
because there are some, a little over, 5,000 dealer plates
out there, and ultimately after, as I say, considerable
discussion involving myself, involving department
people, we have come to the conclusion that
dealers—and I will read directly from the letter and I can
give the member a copy of this letter that went to every
registered dealer. Itindicates in the last paragraph: [
am pleased to advise that dealer plates will be exempt
from the requirement to be displayed in pairs. This
effectively means no change for dealer and repairer
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plates. One rear-mounted plate per vehicle will be
required.

Part of that discussion also was the Winnipeg Police
and the RCMP, and they concurred with that
recommendation after hearing both sides of the story.
Also, in the process, the discussion evolved around and
concluded that in the issuance of dealer licences in the
future, there will be a little tighter process to be sure
that whoever have dealers licences are authentic real
dealers. Everybody agreed to that also so that we will
effectively have less plates out there identified as
dealers, but the dealers will have the continued
exemption of two plates. That is effective the way it is
in other provinces that have dual plates.

Mr. Jennissen: I thank the minister for that answer.

The minister indicated that the new plates are a vast
improvement over the old plates in terms of colour and
attractiveness, and 1 think there is not too much
disagreement on that. However, not everyone is happy
with the new plates, and I would like to represent that
segment of the population as well who think that
perhaps we should not have gone to new plates. In fact,
I would like to read into the record a letter from a Mr.
William D. McGaffin from Dauphin, Manitoba.

The headline reads, New plates are a tax grab, and he
writes as follows: Glen Findlay, Minister of Highways
and Transportation recently announced new licence
plates for Manitoba. They are supposedly more user
friendly and will convince tourists to come to our
province. That will not happen. Tourists come because
of excellent service, low prices, friendly people,
beautiful country, not some fancy licence plate. The
biggest disgrace, however, is Findlay saying that the $7
fee for two licence plates is simply to recover costs.
That is a crock. The number of dual plates for
Manitoba is in excess of 650,000. That would bring in
in excess $5.1 million to the province. If the plates cost
that much to make and distribute, then I want that job.
If the fees are actually for the provincial coffers, why
can he not just say so? People are not stupid. They can
understand a tax grab when they see one. Why do we
need new plates? The old ones are quite effective and
also work quite well. There are many unanswered
questions. Some honest answers would be appreciated.
William D. McGaffin, Dauphin, Manitoba.

I am sure the minister would like to respond to that
fairly negative comment.

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Chairman, 1 have effectively
answered every allegation in there in the previous
questions that the member asked. It is not a tax grab.
It is a cost-recovery item. The coffers of the
government will not see any additional money. It will
all go to the purchase and distribution of those licence
plates or to road surface. There is no profit for the
government.

The fact that he says they will not increase
tourism—there are a lot of things that it takes to make
tourists come here, and there are probably about 50
items that could be mentioned and listed, and this
would be one of those items. You have to do a lot of
things to make tourists happy and comfortable here. 1
think to put a positive appearance on your licence plate,
a friendly appearance, is very, very important. I want
the member to know that the word “friendly” is a very
recognized statement on our plates. I think we have all
seen evidence of what “friendly” means on our plates
with the response of citizens to voluntarily help those
in distress because of the flood we just had. I can tell
the member I hac people outside the province say, now,
I know why you have “friendly” on your plate-because
of the reaction of people when there is a time of need.

It also reflects on people in terms of volunteerism in
this province, whether it is volunteerism for bringing
sports events here or volunteerism in a community.
That is the way we function in many of our
communities, the strength of volunteerism, and that is
what “friendly” means. It has been there; it stays there.
Now “friendly” is a much more stylized word as
opposed to a block word.

I think the plates are much more attractive, and |
respect that the member has a letter from somebody
who is not happy, but I would be the first to admit, I
will never satisfy everybody, no matter what I do. If
you do not do anything, you will get letters for us not
doing anything. If one letter means that the world
should stop, I am afraid the member is wrong. The vast
majority of people think the time was right to change
our plates, and the way we did it and the design we
have there is pretty attractive to most.
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Mr. Jennissen: Still, despite that, there was a heavy
debate in the province, at least for a short while, about
what should be on the plate, what should not be on the
plate and so on. I know that some Francophones were
less than happy with the fact that “bienvenue” was not
on the plate, but I guess, by extension, you could argue,
yau know, the German people make up a large
proportion of this province and the Ukrainian people
and the Dutch and so on. I suppose you could argue
there should be aboriginal art on the plates and so on
and so on. Somewhere it is going to stop, but the
question still remains that many people have asked that
why not simply the word “Manitoba.” Do we have to
advertise we are friendly?

Mr. Findlay: If the member wants to go out on the
front steps and say we were going to take “friendly” off
our plate, he would get inundated with negative
comments. That is very strongly supported, as I tried to
indicate earlier in terms of it reflects what we are as a
province. It is a symbol that we are identified by within
the province and from people outside the province. It
means a lot of things to different people. It is a
statement that we are warm and friendly and we are
happy and we smile and we appreciate people for who
they are and what they are. It means all those things,
and most every plate | have seen has some little slogan
statement related to their province, to their state. That
is just part of making the plates more friendly, more
user friendly.

Mr. Jennissen: [ do not disagree with the minister's
analysis, except | notice that in Europe they have very
plain, direct, visible plates with numbers and letters on
them and identifying country. There is no need to
advertise, you know, that the Dutch are friendly or the
Germans are unfriendly or the French are happy. I
mean, I do not know, I do not want to make this a long,
drawn-outargument. I know this is not necessary, but
it is just that there is a segment of the population that
thought we could have simplified it.

Before we just drop that entirely, I just want to read
into the record one more letter from Mr. Berglund.
Drop the so-called essences, he says in the letter, it was
in the Free Press, November 15, 1996. Let us see
golden wheat fields, trees, water, big blue prairie sky,
bison, maple leaf, Friendly Manitoba, bienvenue and
licence numbers. Are we certain nothing has been left

out? Other provinces are secure enough with a single
design element. Only Manitoba needs a list. Go back
to the drawing board and drop a few of these essences
of Manitoba, please. [ am sure our identity will
survive.

So that is the counter argument. But, you are right,
you drop friendly, I am sure you will get 100 negative
responses as well. Since the plates are coming, [ am
not really sure why we are getting into this.

So let us go on to the next phase then—licensing of
drivers and safety. Fatalities caused by 16-year-old
drivers have dropped by half in Ontario after the
province adopted a graduated licencing system. Some
of the elements of that novice driver's system means
that those young drivers do not go on freeways or
multi-lane highways; they do not drive between
midnight and 5 a.m. They may not have any blood
alcohol level whatsoever, otherwise the licence is
invalid. Are we considering something similar, or is it
time that we should be thinking in those terms as well?

Mr. Findlay: I think the member is probably referring
to graduated licences, that kind of approach to ease
young people into the activity of driving. It is certainly
an issue that has been brought to my attention. We
have looked at it, we have talked about it, we discussed
it. I want to relate to the members some of the facts
that may be behind the scenes. If we look at the driving
statistic records, people involved in accidents, and it
exists for every age group all the way from 16 up to 85,
90, 95, whoever the oldest driver is, it is categorized by
every few years. The most accidents are caused in that
age category from 16 to 24. The highest incidence of
accidents happen there for males only, and from 24 on
up, no matter what group you take or how you do it,
there is a pretty similar rate of accidents per 1,000
drivers. If you go on the female side of the gender, it is
right from 16 to 85, there is no real change age-wise
with accidents caused.

* (1450)

Now what the member is identifying would apply to
16-year-old males, but it does not apply to 16-year-old
females, and wherever graduated licences have been
used, it does not respect that gender difference. I, for
one, do not want to penalize good, young, female
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drivers who do not cause any higher incidence of
accidents than anybody else in the population, have
them negatively impacted in terms of their driving
privileges when their record is perfect-well, not
perfect, but equal to anybody else percentage-wise.
Fundamentally, that is the reason.

If you want to target where the problem is, it is that
young, aggressive male driver, and our laws are in
place. The member mentions alcohol. It is illegal to
drive over 0.08. It is illegal to drive, and the
responsibility is there for parents and for society to be
sure that our drivers are well trained, no matter what
age, that they obey the law, whether it is alcohol or
speed, but enforcing some of the graduated licencing
aspects are also a bit of a challenge. Do you stop
everybody after midnight to see if they are over the age
of 18? I think not. So you can put all the laws in place
you want, but if people do not obey them, you do not
achieve much.

Another little gripe that [ always have, if you look at
the statistics when the Winnipeg police have their
ALERT check stops at Christmastime, you just notice
how many people are picked off that do not have a
licence at all, that are driving vehicles. That is an issue
we should target, first and foremost, if you want to
improve the safety on the roads. People with terrible
driving records still get behind the wheel even without
a licence. They are not easy to catch unless you have
those check stops where you can actually ask for the
licence and they cannot get away on you. That is the
group we should try to target, not, in my mind, young
people, other than the male, who is aggressive at times.

MPIC is doing some great ads in the last couple of
years. They are kind of horrifying ads. They are hard
to watch, but they send a tremendous message. It is
always disappointing when a week later you hear of
another pair of young people in an accident involving
alcohol and speed. It is just rather depressing; but, if
they are going to do it, they will do it whether they have
a licence in their pocket or not-that is what [ am getting
at. It is attitudes of drivers that we have got to address,
and I think MPI is making a good effort to help the
public understand that those accidents do not always
happen to somebody else. They happen to you, if you
do the wrong things.

So I am not a believer that graduated licences will
change things on the roads, and I will not negatively
impact on the female of 16 to 24 who has a very good
driving record, historically.

Mr. Jennissen: [ thank the minister. I was not aware
that the 16-year-old females were much safer drivers.
I had not seen the statistics. but I guess we are saying—

Mr. Findlay: They are dramatically different.

Mr. Jennissen: So I guess we are saying testosterone
and hot cars do not mix at that age level, but I was kind
of surprised the minister was saying that, when we do
have those road checks, especially at Christmastime, a
number of people are caught that do not have a licence
at all. Do we have any kind of statistics on that, like a
percentage on, at any given time, how many people
actually could be on the road who have not even
bothered to get a driver's licence?

Mr. Findlay: In most cases, they are suspended
drivers. They may have a piece of paper in their
pocket, but they have been suspended on the electronic
record. We will see if we can get exact numbers, but
they have been published in the Free Press at
Christmastime. They usually give the results of the
ALERT program, and I cannot remember from the top
of my head exact numbers, but fundamentally my
perception is that it is about equal to the amount that
are found impaired. If you look at year over year over
year, the number of people that they pick off impaired
there is going down, down, down. So the effect of the
program is very positive in that respect, but the number
picked up without a valid driver's licence is disturbingly
always there.

[ guess it is fair to say that, if you get picked up with
a few offences and have a lot of demerits, the cost of
your licence is pretty high, and some people obviously
make the decision, well, I cannot afford it, so why
bother with it. Their attitude in terms of driving
probably has not changed, and they have demerits for
very good reasons. It has been bad driving habits,
causing accidents, whatever. It is very difficult to get
them off the road unless their attitude changes.

Mr. Jennissen: In the Winnipeg Sun, Tuesday,
November 12, in an article Lifesaver spurned, there is
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a section there, and they quote Marlene Zyluk, acting
registrar of Motor Vehicles, as saying, and this is in
regard to graduated licences: We are trying to balance
safety of the public against fairness to all persons, said
Zyluk. Instead, she said, her department is preparing a
proposal to get tough on problem drivers and repeat
offenders.

Could the minister clarify exactly what they mean by
that, get tough on repeat offenders and problem
drivers?

Mr. Findlay: Well, I think what you just quoted and
what we said, safety and fairness, is what we are trying
to do with the different age groups. Tougher, | have
just identified an area where there is a problem. We
will be introducing various measures over the course of
time that will be seen to be tougher, as we have in the
past. I mean, we have the toughest drinking-and-
driving laws in the country here. I think that they are
working. As I mentioned, the number of people picked
up impaired at Christmastime does indicate that the
public is more responsible in that regard, and if they are
going to go out to a party, there is a designated driver.
I think many of our bars have ways and means of
getting people home. There is another system that they
use.

An Honourable Member: Red Nose.

Mr. Findlay: Red Nose, that is right. The Red Nose—I
think that is the Manta swim club if I remember right.
They are on call to take people home and their vehicle.
I know some of the people involved in it, and I think
there are three people who go: one to drive, one to look
after the rider and a third person to bring his vehicle
home. All they have to do is call, and all they ask for
is a donation towards the Manta swim club. It is a
volunteer effort to improve safety on the road which, I
believe, is working. Another reason probably why
there are less impaired people picked off in the check
stops at Christmastime, a combination of factors.

We will continue to get tough where we believe that
additional laws will improve the safety on the roads for
all Manitobans, including the person who is driving the
vehicle in an a state that he should not be driving it in.

Mr. Jennissen: I certainly concur with the minister's
earlier statement that some of those ads that MPIC has
been putting on, the RoadWise ads, have been very
effective, at least in my opinion. As a bit of a student
at mass media, I think they have been exwremely
effective ads, and maybe that is a very important
direction to go—education.

Which brings me to my next point. I have always felt
that in northern Manitoba it is really difficult to train
student drivers, especially in the more remote
communities, such as, let us say, Split Lake or Moose
Lake and so on. I was wondering, are there any—and
the reason | am asking this is because one of my own
friends is in the driver-training business—are there any
innovative programs or grants or things of that nature
available to assist northern people when someone
wishes to go into the remote communities to teach these
young people to drive, because those communities are
disadvantaged enough? It is just one more nail in the
coffin if those kids come south and they do not have a
driver's licence.

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Chairman, the driver ed program is
operated by MPI. Now, we cannot answer to what
degree they are in the North or whether they are there
at special times or what all, but they do put a lot of
young students through their program. If they take that
kind of a course, we allow them to get the driver's
licence at fifteen and a half. Provided there is an adult
with them, they can have a driver's licence at fifteen
and a half. They have a probationary licence at fifteen
and a half if you take a course, if you go and pass one
of these courses. So there is a bit of a carrot there on
our part to get them to take these courses, whether it is
the MPI course through school or a professional driving
course.

Mr. Jennissen: The next question probably, maybe
does not fall under the minister's jurisdiction either
then, and that is the actual training manuals used for
young drivers or for any driver. My concern is that
some students that have English as a second language
have difficulty with the language. [ presume
immigrants would as well. Again, it may not be under
the minister's jurisdiction, but is he aware of any
attempts to create more easy-to-read manuals or even
translated manuals in other languages?
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Mr. Findlay: What we have here, Mr. Chairman, is a
Driver's Handbook, which is put out by Manitoba
Highways and Transportation, and it is put out in
English and French. Those are the two official
languages of the country, and this is how we do it. |
appreciate there are many immigrants that come here,
and one of the first things they want is a driver's
licence, maybe before they have had adequate
opportunity to go through English language courses. [
appreciate it does present a bit of a problem, but it
would be very costly to have one in every language.
All T can suggest is that, if there is a particular
community out there that wants to facilitate the
immigrants from their country, they could get involved
in a translation of the handbook, but we do not have
any grants to facilitate that.

The deputy just reminds me that British Columbia,
which, for obvious reasons, has a number of languages,
has been active in trying to use different languages, but
finds that people have to know English in order to drive
to read signs and all that sort of thing. So the indication
is that they have backed away a little bit from what the
member is asking, to give handbooks or give
instructions in different languages. If you are going to
drive, you have to know English anyway because the
signs are in English. I guess what he is implying is that
the experience in B.C. is not just totally positive.

Mr. Jennissen: Just for information's sake, I know that
in the school that [ taught for a number of years,
Frontier Collegiate Institute, we did translate the driver
manual ir’To a simpler form of English for students that
have English as a second language. Most of them are
aboriginal students and their reading level was
considerably below par. We merely simplify the
language a little bit. So some of those are available. In
fact, the department could probably pick them up free
of