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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PRESENTING PETITIONS
Home Care Services

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Madam Speaker, I
beg to present the petition of Nellie Bonni, Jose A.
Quijada, Reyna Escoto and others, requesting the Premier
(Mr. Filmon) and the Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae) to
consider reversing their plan to privatize home care
services.

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): Madam Speaker, I beg
to present the petition of J. W. Balagus, Margaret
Balagus, Tennie Naurot and others, requesting the
Premier and the Minister of Health to consider reversing
their plan to privatize home care services.

Mr. Conrad Santos (Broadway): Madam Speaker, I
beg to present the petition of Joan Rurak, Robert Rurak
and Barbara Mynzyk, requesting the Premier and the
Minister of Health to consider reversing their plan to
privatize home care services.

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): Madam Speaker, I
beg to present the petition of Reena Kreindler, Dale
Cooper, Joe Olson and others, requesting the Premier and
the Minister of Health to consider reversing their plan to
privatize home care services.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee of Supply
Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Chairperson of
Committees): Madam Speaker, the Committee of

Supply has adopted certain resolutions, directs me to
report the same and asks leave to sit again.

I move, seconded by the honourable member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mr. McAlpine), that the report of the
committee be received.

Motion agreed to.
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Harold Gilleshammer (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Citizenship): Madam Speaker, I would
like to table a financial statement for the former
McKenzie Seeds for the year ending October 31, 1995.

Madam Speaker: I am also pleased to table the
Statutory Report of the Chief Electoral Officer on the
conduct of the April 25, 1995, thirty-sixth provincial
general election, including recommendations respecting
amendments to The Elections Act.

* (1335)
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill 70-The Animal Care Act

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Agriculture): Madam
Speaker, I move, seconded by the Minister of Family
Services (Mrs. Mitchelson), that leave be given to
introduce Bill 70, The Animal Care Act (Loi sur le soin
des animaux), and that the same be now received and
read a first time.

His Honour the Lieutenant Govemnor, having been
advised of the contents of this bill, recommends it to the
House. I will provide the appropriate message along
with that.

Motion agreed to.

Bill 71-The Manitoba Film and Sound Recording
Development Corporation Act

Hon. Harold Gilleshammer (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Citizenship): I move, seconded by the
Minister of Urban Affairs (Mr. Reimer), that leave be
given to introduce Bill 71, The Manitoba Film and Sound
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Recording Development Corporation Act (Loi sur la
Société  manitobaine de  développement de
I'enregistrement cinématographique et sonore), and that
the same be now received and read a first time.

His Honour the Lieutenant Govemor, having been
advised of the contents of this bill, recommends it to the
Legislative Assembly. I table his message.

Motion agreed to.
Bill 72-The Public Schools Amendment Act (2)

Hon. Linda McIntosh (Minister of Education and
Training): Madam Speaker, I move, seconded by the
honourable Minister of Finance (Mr. Stefanson), that
leave be given to introduce Bill 72, The Public Schools
Amendment Act (2); Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur les
écoles publiques, and that the same be now received and
read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Bill 73-The Construction Industry Wages
Amendment Act

Hon. Vic Toews (Minister of Labour): I move,
seconded by the Minister of Rural Development (Mr.
Derkach), that leave be given to introduce Bill 73, The
Construction Industry Wages Amendment Act (Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les salaires dans l'industrie de la
construction), and that the same be now received and read
a first time.

His Honour the Lieutenant Govemnor, having been
advised of the contents of the bill, recommends it to the
House. I am tabling the message of the Lieutenant
Govemor, as well.

Motion agreed to.
* (1340)

Bill 74-The Court of Queen's Bench
Amendment Act

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs): Madam Speaker, I move, on behalf
of the Minister of Justice (Mrs. Vodrey), seconded by the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Stefanson), that leave be given
to introduce Bill 74, The Court of Queen's Bench
Amendment Act (Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Cour du

Banc de la Reine), and that the same be now received and
read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Bill 75-The Commodity Futures Act

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs): Madam Speaker, I move, seconded
by the Minister of Government Services (Mr. Pallister),
that leave be given to introduce Bill 75, The Commodity
Futures Act (Loi sur les contrats a terme), and that the
same be now received and read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Introduction of Guests

Madam Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, I would like
to draw the attention of all honourable members to the
public gallery where we have this aftermoon eighteen
Grade 4 students from Strathclair Community School
under the direction of Mr. Adam Grabowski. This school
is located in the constituency of the honourable Minister
of Culture, Heritage and Citizenship (Mr. Gilleshammer)

We have twenty-four Grade 9 students from River
West Park School under the direction of Mr. Gary Perrett.
This school is located in the constituency of the
honourable Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs
(Mr. Emst).

On behalf of all honourable members, I welcome you
this aftemoon.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Faneuil Corporation
Public Subsidy

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): Madam
Speaker, on August 29, 1994, the Premier announced in
a press release the arrangements for Faneuil and the
contributions from the provincial government to the
Faneuil deal. This was a deal, of course, negotiated by
one of his principal staff, Mr. Mike Bessey, and it failed
to disclose that $3 million in public subsidies would be
made to this agreement with the Faneuil corporation.

In light of the recent announcements by the provincial
government on disclosure, why did this Premier fail to
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disclose a $3-million public subsidy to the Faneuil
corporation, and will this government in the future be
required to disclose all financial information and all
subsidies for private companies pursuant to their so-
called commitment to disclosure?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, [ am
not aware of any subsidies to which the member is
referring. I am not sure that he is presenting the situation
as it exists.

Mr. Doer: Madam Speaker, it begs the question again
whether Mr. Bessey, the $400,000 Harvard person,
informed the Premier of this subsidy or not, because I
will quote from May 10, Public Accounts, where the
Provincial Auditor says—and I am sure the Minister of
Finance is now alerting the Premier (Mr. Filmon) to this
fact-where the Provincial Auditor states that, yes, there
is a $3-million subsidy, a subsidy that was arranged
through the Manitoba Trading Corporation, through a
licence that they signed for $10. In fact, the Auditor has
confirmed what we alleged last December, that there was
a $3-million subsidy.

How can we believe the Premier in terms of his new-
found commitment to disclosure when we have deals like
the Faneuil deal where the government launders money
through the Trading Corporation and fails to inform the
public as the Auditor has identified in his statement?

* (1345)

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister of Finance): Madam
Speaker, all aspects of the Faneuil arrangement were
made public at the time of the announcement. This is not
a new issue; this has been discussed before. It reflects
the net present value of the debt that has been converted
from Manitoba Telephone System to Faneuil, and that
debtI believe is generating a return effective immediately
as a result of the conversion to Faneuil servicing that debt
as opposed to Manitoba Telephone System.

Winnipeg Jets
Operating Loss Agreement

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): I defy the
Premier to identify the $3-million subsidy statement in
his press release of August 29, 1994. I defy him to
identify where he disclosed that to the public.

I would like to ask a further question to the Premier.
The Premier signed an operating loss agreement with the
Winnipeg Jets back in 1991, where he informed all
Manitobans that this would cost us about $5 million over
the life of the agreement. In that operating loss
agreement, under Section 12.12, the Premier signed a gag
order dealing with the salaries of the CEO of the hockey
club, one Mr. Barry Shenkarow.

How can the public again trust this Premier on full
disclosure of salaries when he signed a gag order under
the operating loss agreement and prohibited the public
from knowing how much we the public are paying Mr.
Shenkarow under his agreement signed in 19917

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, the
public knows exactly how much money is being paid to
the Winnipeg Jets Hockey Club, exactly how much
money is being paid to that hockey club. The fact of the
matter is it is no different than in the legislation in which
we disclose the payments that are made to doctors and to
lawyers for legal aid, and that does not say what their
salaries are because everybody knows that out of that they
have to pay their office expenses, they have to pay for
nurses, for support staff, they have to pay for
receptionists and for everything else. It is the total
dollars that are paid to them that is disclosed. It is the
total dollars that are paid to the Winnipeg Hockey Club
that are disclosed as well, and it is all public information.

Manitoba Telephone System
Advertising Campaign

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): It is becoming
increasingly clear that this Conservative government
cannot be trusted with the public assets of the province,
whether it be MTS or Manitoba Public Insurance or
Manitoba Hydro. I would particularly like to ask some
questions to the government, which in the case of MTS,
as was indicated yesterday, where we now have a massive
advertising campaign being conducted by government
that never once held any public meetings or any public
consultation with Manitobans over the future of MTS.

I would like to ask, now that the Minister responsible
for MTS is here, exactly how much money is being spent
on advertising, and who was involved in putting that
advertising together?
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Mr. Glen Findlay (Minister responsible for the
administration of The Manitoba Telephone Act):
Madam Speaker, the member, I am sure, is fully aware
that the public is very much in favour of what is being
proposed by the government to deal with the
circumstances that telecommunications face, not only in
Manitoba, right across the country.

Manitoba Telephone System consistently does
advertising to promote itself. It is in competition to over
70 percent of its revenue base. It is important that they
inform Manitobans about their industry and the positive
opportunities that exist for its industry, and part of the
recapitalization is part of that process.

Mr. Ashton: Perhaps the minister would like to attend
some of the public meetings we are arranging throughout
the province and see what Manitobans really have to say
about their plans to sell off MTS.

Madam Speaker, for the minister—and this is in regard
to advertising that specifically uses the same wording that
this government used when it announced the privatization
of MTS. I want to ask how much money is being spent,
where is it coming from and who is putting these ads
together which are nothing more than propaganda pieces
for the privatization agenda of this govenment?

Mr. Findlay: Madam Speaker, in the process of trying
to determine how MTS will be recapitalized, eight firms
were asked for proposal calls. Three firms were
determined to be the people who should do the analysis.
They have been engaged to do the analysis and in tumn
hired people to do the media work.

Mr. Ashton: [ will try again, Madam Speaker. How
much money, which I assume is coming from the
ratepayers of Manitoba, is being spent on this
propaganda-style advertising campaign that is nothing
more than an attempt by this government that has no
mandate to sell off MTS, to try and push its own agenda
with the public of Manitoba at the expense of the
ratepayers of MTS? How much are they spending on that
advertising campaign?

Mr. Findlay: Madam Speaker, part of the advertising
initiative of MTS, this program is part of it, and the
investment advisers that were employed and are being

paid to do their work in turn contracted with media
people to do the media component of it.

An Honourable Member: Who?
An Honourable Member: How much?

Mr. Findlay: You will have to ask them. I am not
aware of that information. It is part of the initial contract
which they did on a subcontract basis.

Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation
Actuarial Report

Mr. Jim Maloway (ElImwood): Madam Speaker, my
question is to the minister in charge of the Manitoba
Public Insurance Corporation.

Yesterday it was revealed that in 1992 and '93, well
before the election, the MPIC had failed six of eight
crucial solvency tests, and yet the minister still went
ahead with the rate reductions for election purposes. Can
the minister confirm that the board of directors would
receive copies of the actuarial reports?

* (1350)

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister charged with the
administration of the Manitoba Public Insurance
Corporation Act): Madam Speaker, the member neatly
ignores the fact that the TRAC organization, in the report
that he is so anxious to quote, includes a disclaimer in its
references to publicly owned Crown corporation
insurance companies because they run at cost for the
service of the public and they do not need to set aside the
same number of reserves for the profit of the
shareholders. I cannot understand why it is that he
believes he wants a 30 percent increase in the rates so he
can have the reserves he is worried about.

Mr. Maloway: The minister did not listen to the
question. The question was, can the minister confirm
that the board of directors would get the copies of the
reports from the actuary? We want to know who gets the
actuarial reports.

Mr. Cummings: Madam Speaker, they work their way
up through the organization, and if the member wants a
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chronology on how they would flow through the
organization, I will be more than pleased to provide that.

He continues to ignore the fact that private insurance
companies return about 76 percent of their premiums
back to their customers in terms of claims monies paid
out. In this case, a publicly owned firm does not need to
build up the reserves which are taken out of that next 25
percent. Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation is able
to return at least 90 percent, and with the eamings from
the interest on their reserves are even able to exceed that.
It is just ridiculous that he believes differently.

Mr. Maloway: Madam Speaker, the minister has been
the minister for eight years and he expects the public to
believe that no one gets these actuarial reports. Nobody
wants to admit that they get them.

I would like to ask the minister, can the minister
confirm that Mr. Peter Wintemute, who sits on the audit
committee plus the executive committee of the board and
has been a long-time business partner of the Premier (Mr.
Filmon), has he received copies of the actuarial reports,
and if he does not get them, who does?

Mr. Cummings: Madam Speaker, the list of directors
is a public list. I mean, let us begin with that premise.
Secondly, the member should not imply that no one is
reviewing the actuarial reports. They are an important
aspect of the operation of the corporation. That is exactly
the information that is placed in front of the Public
Utilities Board. I mean, how much more public can it
get?

Mr. Maloway: [ have a new question to the same
minister. Yesterday this minister confirmed that David J.
Oakden with Tillinghast in Toronto is the actuary who
worked on the $49-million provision for the tort losses.
What I would like to know is where do the reports go
from this man? We cannot pin this government down.
This government has been sitting on these reports, sitting
on the financial statements and refuses to tell us who gets
thesereports. If the board does not get them, who does?

Mr. Cummings: Madam Speaker, the internal actuaries
work with the outside contracted experts to develop the
forecasts for the required funding of the exposure that the
corporation has, and of course the information flows up
through the corporation. I do not understand why he

thinks it would not. Of course it flows up through the
corporation, and it is put in front of the Public Utilities
Board. I mean that is—

An Honourable Member: Every year.

Mr. Cummings: —every year, the opportunity for the
public and anyone else including the members of the
opposition, but they do not normally attend the Public
Utilities Board hearing.

* (1355)

Pharmacare
Reductions-Impact on Diabetics

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Madam Speaker, the
Canadian Diabetes Association has launched a campaign,
a letter-writing campaign as well as a card campaign,
asking the government to stop its Pharmacare changes.
In fact, they say, and I quote: The recently announced
changes to Pharmacare will put many Manitobans with
diabetes in a very difficult and dangerous position, and
this program of cutting Pharmacare will raise the risk of
life-threatening complications and will be devastating on
the people who have diabetes.

Madam Speaker, since people with diabetes have a two
to five times percent higher rate of medical costs than
other Manitobans and since the rate of diabetes in
Manitobans is up by 16,000 since 1986, can the minister
show us any reports or studies that justify your cuts to
Pharmacare and the dangerous impact it is going to have
on diabetes, anything that you did before you made this
massive cut to Pharmacare?

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Madam
Speaker, I do not need any report to tell me that it is the
right thing to do to protect people who need protection
most and to provide them with the highest level of
protection. Does the honourable member suggest that we
pay millions of dollars to their friends over there at Price
Waterhouse, or something like that, to tell us we should
or should not protect people who need protection the
most? Those who have highest drug usage and those
who have the lowest incomes are the ones who get the
most protection under the new Pharmacare system.

Mr. Chomiak: Madam Speaker, perhaps the minister
can tell me where he is coming from on this when in fact
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the Diabetes Association says this could cost potentially
$5.5 billion, to people with diabetes, in health care costs
as a result of the government reducing the lower cost
pharmaceutical care as opposed to putting people in
hospital who are getting more complicated treatment.
Does the minister realize that Pharmacare and these drug
costs and these other things decrease the cost and
improve the value of life, not increase costs?

Mr. McCrae: Madam Speaker, yes, we realize that the
appropriate use of prescription drugs can have all kinds
of positive implications for patients and people with
diabetes, people with other conditions that require
prescription drugs. Again, I say to the honourable
member, the program takes greatest account of those who
need large amounts of prescription drugs and also those
who are at the lower end of the income spectrum are the
ones who get the greatest benefitt. What is the
honourable member's problem?

Mr. Chomiak: Madam Speaker, my problem is the
same as other Manitobans and the Canadian Diabetes
Association: To get the minister to explain why—

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Chomiak: Thank you. My question for the
minister is, why did the minister not talk with the diabetic
association or other Manitobans with chronic illnesses
before he put in place this dangerous and devastating—to
quote the Diabetes Association—policy of cutting these
therapeutic drugs that help prevent illness?

Mr. McCrae: No one is cutting anybody's opportunity
to access required prescription drugs, Madam Speaker.
In fact, those who need greater amounts of prescription
drugs get more protection; those who have lower incomes
get more protection under the new program. It fits very
nicely into the concepts that the honourable member for
Radisson (Ms. Cerilli) and I discussed a week and a half
ago.

Youth Crime
Parental Responsibility

Mr. Gary Kowalski (The Maples): Madam Speaker,
the members of the Liberal Party believe that the vast
majority of kids in Manitoba are good. Today, 200
students from Maples Collegiate marched to the
Legislature to raise awareness about the problems of

racism. This is not an untypical type of action by the
youth of Manitoba, yet this government wants to feed the
misconception that the kids of today are out of control
and running wild and it is the parents fault.

My question is for the Premier. Does he believe that
the youth crime is caused by the acts or omissions of
parents? Is he saying that whenever a kid commits a
crime it is because of bad parenting?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): No, Madam Speaker.

Headingley Riot
Minister of Justice Responsibility

Mr. Gary Kowalski (The Maples): Will he use the
same criteria of making parents responsible to make his
Justice minister responsible for the damage done by her
charges in the recent Headingley riot?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, I think
that is a facetious question and I do not think it ought to
be answered.

* (1400)

Youth Crime
Reduction Strategy

Mr. Gary Kowalski (The Maples): Is his government
willing to put as much effort into helping families prevent
crimes rather than trying to help victims after crimes have
been committed?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Madam Speaker, the
answer, of course, is yes, but is he suggesting that it is
wrong for us to do things to help the victims of crime?

Children and Youth Secretariat
Funding

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): Madam Speaker,
during the election, the Plan Manitoba—the Filmon
election promises—identified the Child and Youth
Secretariat as one positive step toward improving the
quality and accountability of Child and Family Services.
We know that $144,000 has been budgeted for the
operating of the secretariat and we also know that
additional monies are going to be redirected from at least
five other departments.
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I want to ask the Minister of Family Services, since the
Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae), during Estimates,
acknowledged that money has been identified from the
Department of Health for the Youth Secretariat, will she
tell us where this money is coming from and how much
money will be reallocated from the Department of
Health?

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Family
Services): Madam Speaker, I thank my honourable
friend for that question, because it was under this
govemment's initiative that we looked at co-ordination of
services among departments so we were not working in
isolation of each other and that different departments and
different programs were not dealing with different pieces
of children and families. As a result of the Children and
Youth Secretariat being put in place, we now have co-
operation, we now have information on the kinds of
dollars that are being spent in different areas providing
services to families and children.

We will, as we continue to identify where the overlap
and duplication is, look at streamlining the service and
ensuring that the dollars are going in the best manner
possible to meet the needs of those families and those
children who need our support.

Ms. Cerilli: Madam Speaker, the minister did not
answer the question for the Department of Health.
Perhaps she will answer the question for the Department
of Education since, during the Estimates, the Minister of
Education (Mrs. McIntosh) directed me to ask this
question of the Minister of Family Services.

Will she tell the House how much money will be
redirected from the Department of Education for the
Youth Secretariat in this province?

Mrs. Mitchelson: Again, I thank my honourable friend
for that question because, as we develop new ways of
delivering service in a more co-ordinated approach, the
dollars will move between departments. A prime
example was the initiative that was undertaken for those
who have medical problems in our school system and
there was money taken from the Department of Health.
It was $650,000. Madam Speaker, $200,000 came to the
Department of Family Services to Children's Special
Services to train paraprofessionals in providing support
to students who did not need medical procedures
performed and another $400,000 was redirected from the

Department of Health to the Department of Education so
that those with expertise in delivering medical services to
children in need in the school system would be delivered
by those professionals.

So, Madam Speaker, as we identify those issues,
money will be redirected interdepartmentally to deal with
the issues.

Ms. Cerilli: Madam Speaker, can the minister tell the
House if the time line for the Youth Secretariat plans is
on schedule when it says that 2 percent of existing
approved resources from five departments should be
identified by January 1996? Is that on target, and how
much money has been identified from each of those
departments?

Mrs. Mitchelson: Again, I thank my honourable friend
for that question, because it does provide me with the
opportunity to say that the Children and Youth
Secretariat has been doing very valuable work, and there
are five different steering committees—[interjection]
Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you, Madam Speaker, because
I did listen very carefully to the question and I would
appreciate the same kind of consideration from the
opposition when I am trying to respond to the question.

As I indicated earlier and as I will say again today, the
secretariat has developed five priority areas. They have
five steering committees that are doing their work
presently. We are anticipating or expecting that the work
of those steering committees, which are comprised of
members of the community plus employees of
govemment, are trying to deal with the issues of high
priority that we have identified.

Madam Speaker, as that work is completed and as
those committees report, we will then be able to
determine how the monies can be allocated.

Red River Community College

Youth Care Worker Program
Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Burrows.
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Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Thank you, Madam
Speaker, for recognizing me for a question because it
gives me the opportunity to remind the Minister of
Family Services that on at least five separate occasions
since June 1, 1992, her govermment has promised a full-
time youth care worker training program at Red River
College and as recently as June 26, 1995, she indicated
the program could be up and running by January '96.

Given that the Youth Secretariat, the Children's
Advocate, the government's own Suche report, the Child
and Youth Care Workers Association of Manitoba, both
associations of the operators of residential settings and
Red River Community College support the two-year
program, is there a reason why this government does not
want people working with high risk children to have
basic pre-service training?

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Family
Services): Madam Speaker, in the spirit of co-operation
I do thank my honourable friend for that question, but I
do want to indicate to him that I believe I probably
thanked him through the Estimates process when he
asked that same question. I think, if I remember
correctly—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
Minister of Family Services, to complete her response.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Very briefly, I think I committed to
my honourable friend that we are anticipating a start-up
date of September of this year.

Mr. Martindale: Can the minister provide some
assurance that it is actually going to happen in September
since we have had repeated promises by this govemment
to start in September? What is different about the
Estimates process this year from last year, and when is
she going to come through and deliver this program?

Mrs. Mitchelson: Soon.

Mr. Martindale: Does this minister expect us and the
youth care workers to believe this government when they
haverepeatedly promised this program or does she want
people to get certification with no pre-employment

training? What assurances can she give that there
actually will be a program in September?

Mrs. Mitchelson: Madam Speaker, all I can say to my
honourable friend is, trust me.

Legislative Building/Grounds
Camping Permission

Ms. Diane McGifford (Osborne): Madam Speaker,
today approximately 500 women who are marching to
Ottawa to protest the poverty of Canadian women will
arrive in Winnipeg. These women, I understand, have
been denied permission to set up their tents on the west
side of the Legislature grounds, although let it be granted,
they, believing that the grounds are public property, did
not formally request permission, or so I understand.

I want to ask the Minister of Government Services if it
is necessary to obtain official permission to tent on the
Legislature grounds and if all past tenting groups have
obtained this permission.

Hon. Brian Pallister (Minister of Government
Services): Madam Speaker, this may come as news to
members opposite, but the Legislative grounds function
in a wide variety of ways to serve the people of this
province, and I think it would be inappropriate of me to
not welcome the wagon train to our province and say
hello to the tourists who have come here and thank them
for coming here on their way to Ottawa. But I do want to
point out to members opposite that though it is many
things to Manitobans, it is not a campground.

*(1410)

Ms. McGifford: Given that past groups have indeed
camped on the grounds of the Legislature, will the
minister now take the high road, honour the spirit rather
than the letter of the law and allow these women, who are
working to overcome poverty and promote economic
justice, to set up their tents, just as the federal
government has promised to do in Ottawa?

Mr. Pallister: This particular question, I believe, sets a
new low in revealing the feeble-minded attempt of
members opposite to gamer attention for themselves at
the expense of others.
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Point of Order

Mr. Steve Ashton (Opposition House Leader): Ona
point of order, Madam Speaker, the question that was
asked was very straightforward. On Parliament Hill the
women who were protesting against poverty had been
given permission to camp and the question was why this
minister, who in his arrogance obviously shows no
concern for this issue, will not give the same opportunity
to those women to camp on the Legislative grounds that
has been given to many other people in the past. Why is
this minister not listening?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. I would remind all
honourable members that this House now is degenerating
to the same extent it degenerated most recently which was
most appalling and disgusting to the public at large. I
would suggest that all members pick and choose their
words most carefully.

The honourable Minister of Govermnent Services—
order, please. There is no room for name-calling in this
Chamber.

AnHonourable Member: Thenlookatthe Minister. . ..

Madam Speaker: I am looking at both—order, please.
On the point of order raised by the honourable member
for Thompson, I would caution the honourable member
for Thompson not to name call and call people “arrogant”
and other such terms. I would also remind-order, please.
I am not finished my ruling.

Order, please. I wouldremind the honourable Minister
of Govermnent Services to pick and choose his words
carefully and to respond to the question asked.

x % %

Mr. Pallister: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I believe in
terms of tolerance for others' views, this government and
certainly my department and my staff have illustrated
their tolerance repeatedly. For example, over the last
month with regard to the home care strike, our staff
worked in co-operation with those who were freely
expressing their views. Though they were contrary to the

views of many, they were their views and I respect that
fact. Our department again is working—[interjection]

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Pallister: We are away ahead of the members
opposite on this. It appears that they are not aware that
we have been working in co-operation with those people
who have travelled to our province for their protest and
that they are in fact going to be camping on Legislative
grounds, and that they are presently set up and will be
continuing to set up on Legislative property at Memonal
Park. So we accommodate these people. We continue to
accommodate them despite what members opposite may
say. Their protests come out of ignorance yet again.

Point of Order

Mr. Steve Ashton (Opposition House Leader): On a
point of order, Madam Speaker, I used the word
“arrogant” in reference to the Minister of Government
Services, and I would like to ask for your ruling whether
Beauchesne's Citation 490, which indicates that
“arrogant” has been ruled parliamentary, applies or
indeed whether we are setting a new precedent in this
province. I chose my words very carefully and the word
“arrogant” is not unparliamentary, and I believe it does
apply to the kind of approach taken by this minister in
calling our member and members on this side feeble-
minded and making other condescending comments. So
I would like to ask for a ruling on whether “arrogant” is
now being ruled as unparliamentary when indeed it has
been parliamentary.

Madam Speaker: On the point of order, I will take the
point of order under advisement to review exactly what
was said and the context and tone with which it was said.

I believe, on the original point of order raised by the
honourable member for Thompson, I indicated to him
that he should pick and choose his words carefully. I also
cautioned the honourable Minister of Government
Services to pick and choose his words carefully and to
respond to the question asked.

x %k %

Ms. McGifford: Madam Speaker, I ask the Minister of
Family Services (Mrs Mitchelson), who