
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Friday, June 9, 1989. 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour): M r. 
S peaker, I am p leased to table the Annual Reports for 
1 986-87 of the Manitoba Labour M anagement Review 
Comm i ttee. 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, I would l ike to table three reports: f irst of 
al l ,  a report pursuant to Section 20 of The Publ ic Officers 
Act; secondly, a report to the Legislature pursuant to 
Section 56(3) of The Financial Admin istration Act; and 
f inal ly, the Annual Report of Manitoba Data Services 
for the 1 988 year. 

Also, M r. Speaker, I would l ike to make a m in isterial  
statement. 

It is with extreme pride and extreme pleasure that 
I rise in the House today to announce the final sales 
for our premier issue of Manitoba Hydro Savings Bonds. 

The people of Manitoba have demonstrated, without 
reservation or qual ification,  the confidence they h ave 
i n  HydroBonds as a savings veh icle, as wel l as the 
confidence they have in thei r  own province. 

At the close of business on Wednesday, June 7 ,  the 
HydroBond issue totalled sl ightl y  over $300 mi l lion from 
sales to more than 33,000 Manitobans. 

M r. Speaker, i t  is a fiscal d isplay of the pride the 
people of Manitoba have for their hydro resource and 
their province. With sales over six t imes the level of 
the original  m in imal objective, the people h ave shown 
unequivocal ly the overwhelming success of this  offering. 

T h i s  spec ia l  b o n d  i ssue not o n l y  p r o v i d e d  a n  
opportun i ty for every Manitoban to partic ipate d irectly 
as a bui lder and beneficiary in the Manitoba economy, 
but also was an i mportant step in putting at less risk 
our whole borrowing portfol io  by bringing a portion of 
i t  back home. 

M r. Speaker, Manitoba Hydro's current foreign debt 
is  estimated at $2.6 b i l l ion .  Last year alone, they paid 
out over $2 1 1  m i l l ion to foreign banks i n  i n terest 
charges. 

* ( 1 005)  

It  should be noted that this premier issue of  Manitoba 
Hydro Savings Bonds has a lready injected over $3 
mi l l ion in to Manitoba's economy through commissions 
and promotional  fees. When interest payments to 
Manitobans are i ncluded, that figure becomes i n  excess 
of $9 1 m i l l ion over a three-year period. 
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Mr. Speaker, I would rather be paying interest i ncome 
to Manitobans, where I know that the money wi l l  be 
spent buying local goods and services, generating local 
economic growth and employment for the benefit of 
all people of this great province. Manitoba HydroBonds 
are a made-in-Manitoba investment opportun i ty which 
wil l  enable us,  al l  of us, to contr ibute to and participate 
i n  Manitoba's future. 

When we embarked upon the Manitoba HydroBond 
campaign ,  we wanted to put the bonds i n to the hands 
of as many Manitoba residents as we coul d ,  and I think  
we have been extremely successful .  

M r. Speaker, as I said before, the success of Manitoba 
Hydro Savings Bonds is  attr ibuted to the confidence 
the people of Manitoba p lace in  the futu re of their  
p r o v i n c e .  I wou l d  l i ke to th a n k  al l  o f  those w h o  
partic ipated . Thank you .  

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert): Thank you very much, 
M r. Speaker, and my compl iments to the M i nister of 
Finance ( M r. Manness). As a l l  Manitobans know, M r. 
Speaker, the continuation of h igh interest payments 
and foreign debt is a drain on the economy. The 
approximate $9,000 per purchaser by the people of 
Manitoba is  very rewarding and is  certa in ly  supportive 
of the m assive advertis ing promotion program that the 
Government ran in order to convince and persuade 
Manitobans that this  was a reasonable investment. It 
couples with the rewarding of h igh commissions to 
salespeople throughout the marketplace. 

It is  regrettable that the issue could not have been 
organized by a Manitoba f i rm,  that we had to go to a 
Br itish Columbia firm to organize the package, but I 
am very p leased -they have their head office on the 
Wes t  Coast ,  I b e l i eve. I t  cou l d  h ave g o n e  to 
Richardson's, as an example, M r. Speaker. 

O n c e  aga i n ,  M a n i to b a n s  d o  h ave p r i d e  i n  the 
economy of Manitoba. They do have pride i n  the abi l i ty 
of Manitobans to reach down and pick up the pieces 
that are required to pu l l  together. I am p leased that 
Manitobans have responded to th is  well-advertised, 
wel l-promoted in i tiative. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): I certain ly  am pleased 
with the success of the savings bond issue and I thi n k  
that i t  certainly does, i n  the words o f  the M in ister of 
F i n ance ( M r. M a n ness) ,  i n d i cate s o m e  fa i th of 
Manito bans in the future of their province. I think  it 
also i n d icates the bel ief of Manitobans that the course 
of pol icy of Manitoba Hydro over the last number of 
years was a correct one, particularly in regard to hydro 
construction.  

I remember the comments of the Leader of the Liberal 
Party ( M rs. Carstairs), who ind icated that Limestone 
was Lemonstone, comments that suggested we would  
be spending $5 b i l l ion to construct Limestone when in  
actual fact the cost of Limestone turned out to  be  $ 1 .8 
b i l l ion.  
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I th ink  that n ow several years after the debate-and 
the Conservatives shou ld take care too because they 
were crit ical of the New Democratic Party's decision 
to construct L imestone at the g iven t ime. I think we 
should reflect on  the fact that the decisions of the New 
Democratic Party, Government of the Day, to move 
ahead with hyd ro construct ion were the correct ones. 
I th ink  the fact that Manitobans have responded so 
overwhelming ly  to the savings bond issue is,  yes, an 
ind ication of faith i n  the future of Manitoba H ydro, of 
faith i n  the future that is built on  the very strong 
foundation that was built by the New Democratic Party. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILL 

BILL NO. 20-THE MUNICIPAL 
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT ACT 

Mrs. Iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek) i ntroduced , by leave, 
Bill No. 20, The Municipal Assessment Amendment Act; 
Loi modif iant la  Loi sur !'evaluat ion municipale. 

MOTION presented. 

* ( 1 0 1 0) 

Mrs. Yeo: I just may make a very brief statement to 
the B i l l ,  M r. Speaker. The amendment to The Mun icipal 
Act i s  addressing i n  m y  mind the question of equity 
and the quest ion of fairness. I am wel l  aware that 
currently there are major changes being contemplated 
for the ent ire Act . H owever, the concerns of The 
Salvation Army, Catherine Booth B ib le Col lege, must 
not be lost i n  the process, and therefore I would urge 
a consistent, hasty approval of this part icular B i l l .  

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Budget 
Job Creation 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
In the last 24 hours, two stud ies which were released 
paint a very d ismal prospect for the unemployment 
situation i n  the Province of Man itoba. The Conference 
Board of Canada is tel l ing us the federal Tory tax grab 
wi l l  result i n  70,000 jobs lost i n  the fi rst year of its 
implementat ion.  The Manitoba Bureau of Statistics 
announced just this morning that under the present 
Government, Manitoba has dropped from third to fourth 
i n  terms of the l owest unemployment rate across the 
country, with a seasonally adjusted rate up  by .2 percent 
from last month.  In October, 1986, we were fi rst, now 
we are fourth .  Yet we have before us a Budget that 
s lashes v i rtual l y  a l l  j o b  creat i o n  a n d  k i l l s  tra in i n g  
programs in  t h i s  province. 

M y  quest i o n  is t o  the M i n ister of  F i n an c e  ( M r. 
Manness). At a t ime when unemployment is up in this 
province, how can he account for the d rastic reductions 
in job creation measures in h is Budget? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, I rise 
because I am very concerned about the negative g loom 
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and doom that the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carstairs) continues to spread . I f  she were to look at 
the figures that were publ ished today by the Manitoba 
Bureau of Statistics, she would f ind many, many areas 
that should hearten her and her col leagues about the 
progress t h at M a n i toba  is m a k i n g .  For i n stance,  
comparing l ast year, a year ago,  to th is year i n  terms 
of actual employment, there are 3,000 more people 
employed in  Manitoba today. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Filmon: More particu larly, there are 1 1 ,000 more 
i n  fu l l-t ime employment. Those are the long-term jobs. 
Those are the jobs in  the manufacturing sector, i n  the 
finance sector, i n  a l l  of the strengthening areas of our 
economy that are responding to the moves that we 
have made, the reduction of the payrol l  tax, removing 
some 70 percent of those who had been paying i t  off 
the payrol l  tax as a result of two Budgets. 

Reduction of the deficit, creating a business economy 
and c l imate that is causing people to now choose 
Manitoba as a place to invest, to create jobs, to grow, 
all of those th ings are very, very positive, M r. Speaker. 
They show th ings going in the right d i rect ion.  

I am sure that the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carstairs) is  basing her concern on the fact that there 
are some fewer part-t ime jobs in Manitoba. Maybe that 
is what the Li beral Party would l ike to see is more part
t ime, make-work jobs, those k inds of jobs that she 
would l ike to see out of Government st imulat ion.  

An Honourable Member: We have been through that. 

Mr. Filmon: We have been through that. That was 
discred ited . That was what defeated sol id ly  the New 
Democrats  i n  t h i s  p ro v i n c e .  That  is what a l m ost 
destroyed our economy, with the highest taxes, the 
h ighest debt load in  our country because they went 
for short-term,  make-work jobs. Now I am shocked at 
the Leader of the Opposition advocating that we should 
go for short-term, make-work jobs. Shame! 

• ( 1 0 1 5) 

Mrs. Carstairs: Thank you ,  M r. Speaker, but now that 
the First M i n ister has had h is l itt le t i rade this morn ing ,  
wo.u ld he l ike to address the question which is,  why 
have there been cuts to job creation measures in  th is  
Budget and why is  Manitoba now fourth when we used 
to be fi rst in the country? 

Mr. Filmon: M r  . .  Speaker, ·  if the Leader of the Li beral 
Party would l ike to go back to the NOP days in  th is 
province where al l  of the money that was being injected 
in the.economy in terms of so-cal led job creation was 
for short-term make-work jobs, where we had all of 
those num bers Of people WhO showed up in  Statistics 
as working in  part-time jobs because of Government 
employment programs, I tel l  her she can have those 
days any t ime. 

The people of Mariitoba do not want those days. The 
people of Mariitoba want what they have today and 
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that is i ncreasing ful l-t ime employment,  1 1 ,000 more 
people employed fu l l  t ime in  this province than were 
there just one year ago because business is responding,  
because the economy is responding to a better cl imate, 
more i nvestment, more job creat ion,  because we have 
reduced the payrol l  tax, because we have reduced the 
deficit i n  th is province. Because we have shown our 
confidence i n  the p rivate sector, they are respond ing 
wi th  the k ind of ful l-t ime jobs that we m ust h ave and 
we are very proud of i t ,  and she can have her way of  
doing i t  any t ime,  M r. Speaker. 

Mrs. Carstairs: But we sti l l  have not heard anyth ing 
about job creation i n  the Province of Man itoba. Is  that 
not i nterest ing? Personal bankruptcies are up and 
corporate bankruptcies are up  in  th is p rovince and the 
unemployment rate vis-a-vis the rest of the country is 
up. 

Federal Sales Tax Increases 
Job Losses 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
Will the Finance M i nister ( M r. Manness) tel l  the H ouse 
today how many jobs is  it est imated that th is province 
wil l  lose of the 70,000 that has been announced wi l l  
be lost  as a result of the federal sales tax increases? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Again ,  
let me reiterate t h e  answer g iven by t h e  Premier ( M r. 
F i lmon). We have a different phi losophy than the Liberal 
Party. Obviously they share the same ph i losophy as 
the N OP, and that is that they want the Government 
to go and buy employment statistics through short
term programs like cutt ing grass in the month of June.  
We have a d ifferent ph i losophy so we wi l l  have to agree 
to d isagree on that. 

With respect to the national sales tax, M r. S peaker, 
we are trying to f ind out, get a better feel for the analysis 
done by the Conference Board of Canada to see 
specifical l y  what measure of the i mpact which they 
talked about would apply to the Province of Manitoba. 
At th is point i n  t ime, we do not k n ow that .  

Job Training for Tomorrow 
Funding Reduction 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
With a new question to the M in ister of F inance ( M r. 
Manness), once again the Conservatives seem to forget 
that there is more to the economy than just the business 
sector. There are also the people who are unemployed,  
M r. Speaker, and if  we are to use the Government's 
own words,  we are to have a sk i l led,  productive and 
adaptable work force, and that is  their  p hrase. We must 
create incentives in order to train and educate workers. 
Wi l l  the Min ister p lease tel l  the H ouse today why or 
how he anticipates that is going to happen i n  Manitoba 
when Job Train ing for Tomorrow has been cut b y  52 
percent? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, again I must take exception with part of the 
prea m b l e  of  the Leader  of  the O p p o s i t i o n  ( M rs .  
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Carstairs). As the Premier has ind icated , there are 
1 1 ,000 more employed today than there were-

An Honourable Member: Ful l  t ime. 

Mr. Manness: - f u l l  t i m e ,  w i t h i n  the f u l l - t i m e  
classificat ion,  a s  a year ago. To m e ,  that is meani ngful 
employment. M r. Speaker, the participation rate, the 
n u m ber of people who are measured , who are part of 
the employment stat istics has increased . So today a 
m u c h  g reater p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  tota l  M a n i t o b a  
populat ion is being measured a s  being with in  t h e  work 
force. 

* ( 1 020) 

We have not reduced our commitment to retrain ing 
or to the whole area of job readaptat ion.  M r. S peaker, 
there is a tremendous commitment with in  the Budget, 
within that area. It wi l l  be cont inu ing ,  because we 
recogn ize ful ly  well that Government has a role within 
th is area. I am afraid that the Leader of the Opposit ion 
again is attempting to m islead. 

Mrs. Carstairs: We cannot get an explanation for why 
we have gone from th ird to fourt h .  We cannot get an 
explanation of how many, because he does n ot know 
70,000 jobs are going to be lost. We cannot get an 
explanation for 52 percent cut in job train ing .  

Skills Development Program 
Funding Reduction 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
Can we get an answer to th is  one, M r. Speaker? Wil l  
t h e  Min ister o f  Finance (Manness) tel l  us w h y  Ski l ls  
Development has been cut  by 37 percent? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): I f  the 
Member is  asking me specif ic questions deal ing with 
some very specif ic Est imates numbers, then I would 
hope that she would g ive me proper notice so that I 
could g ive a p roper response to her. Fai l ing that ,  then 
I would ask her to put the question specifical l y  to the 
M inister responsible. 

Labour Skills Training 
Initiatives 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
My final supplementary question th is morning is to the 
Premier. Can the Premier tel l  us what in i t iat ives his 
Government i s  going to take i n  this province to ensure 
that we have a better ski l led labour force in the Province 
of Manitoba? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, we as a 
p r ov i n c i a l  G overnment  i n c reased s p en d i n g  o n  
educat ion by 7 percent, education and trai n i ng.  We 
gave the largest percentage increase to the u niversities 
of our province that they h ave seen in six years. 

We are putting our dol lars where we know they wi l l  
pay d ividends,  un l ike the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carst a i r s ) ,  who when s h e  was r u n n i n g  for off ice 
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suggested that we ought to cut the program, the 
ACCESS Program to universit ies for our Native students 
to get u n iversity educat ion,  $800,000 she said should 
be cut .  That is shocking ,  i n  terms of her commitment 
to train ing  for young people who need ACCESS. 

Mr. S peaker, what we are doing is working .  A l l  you 
need to do is look particu lar ly at the statistics for the 
youth u nemployment rates. Youth u nemployment in  this 
province has gone down now from 1 3 . 4  percent a year 
ago to 1 1 .9 percent ,  a dramatic improvement. We are 
now stand ing at th i rd best in the country from sixth 
best in t h e  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  N OP, a n d  you t h  
employment. That is because w e  are concerned about 
the young people.  We are gett ing them into the work 
force, we are getting them in at fu l l  t ime-

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p lease. 

Budget 
Job Creation 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): M r. Speaker, the 
M i nister of Finance ( M r. Manness), the Leader of this 
G overnment ( M r. F i lmon), they talk about ph i losophy, 
they talk about ph i losophy of economic policy. The facts 
are and they are confirmed again today, t he.Canadian 
average rate of unemployment is d own. The rate of 
unemployment in Manitoba is  up agai n .  

T h e  facts are that i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Winn ipeg , w e  have 
the fourth-h ighest rate of unemployment in Canada. 
We are i n  virtual l y  the same range once again as St.  
J o h n ' s ,  N ewfo u n d la n d .  When wi l l  t h i s  M i n ister  of  
F inance ( M r. Manness), when wi l l  th is  Government stop 
talking about economic ph i losophy, and bring in  the 
kin d  of job creation that is necessary to deal with this 
problem? S pecifical ly, wi l l  th is  M i n ister of Finance (Mr. 
Manness) now commit some of the money that he has 
socked away in that Fiscal Stabil ization Fund for the 
rainy  day, to provide the kin d  of job creat ion that is 
needed i n  th is province for the increasing n u mber of 
unemployed in  Manitoba? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, much of my response, much of the response 
I am about to g ive wi l l  be similar to the response g iven 
earl ier. 

Agai n ,  I say that our way is working and our way is  
working better. I t  is working better because we are  not 
borrowing hundreds of mi l l ions of do l lars in support 
of trying to create purely favourable u nemployment 
stat istics. What we are doing is  by way of a $6 1 mi l l ion 
cut,  and personal i ncome to Man itobans, asking them 
to take that addit ional disposable i ncome, take it to 
the marketplace, spend and st imulate the economy, 
u l t imately lead ing to the creation of jobs.  That is our 
phi losophy. The Member can pooh-pooh it ,  he can make 
fun of it ,  but it  is the way we are approaching the whole 
area of job creat ion.  That is what makes us d ifferent 
and that is  why we are govern ing today and they are 
n ot .  

• ( 1 025) 
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Fiscal Stabilization Fund 
Job Creation 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): M r. Speaker, in view 
of the fact there have been 22 major layoffs and plant 
closures in  Manitoba i n  th is  year alone, i n  view of the 
fact that there are further ind icat ions that there wil l  be 
even more layoffs i n  the upcoming period of t ime, why 
will the M i n ister of Finance (Mr. Manness) not commit 
some of the money which he has put aside in  th is fund,  
which we in  the New Democratic Party have ind icated 
that we wish spent on the needs of Manitobans-unl ike 
the Liberals who have opposed such a fund and 
opposed the Jobs Fund before i t-why wi l l  the M i n ister 
of Finance not now commit the money, stop talking 
about ph i losophy and face the fact that Manitoba's 
unemployment rate is increasing? We need act ion .  

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, again I say to my honourable friend,  my answer 
is somewhat s imi lar. We have found out by watching 
the New Democratic Government in  action for six years, 
the approach of just trying to buy jobs d oes not work. 
I t  just does not work. U l t imately what it  leads to, it 
leads to the h ighest corporate tax rate with in  the land,  
which we st i l l  have with in th is province. I t  leads to a 
payrol l  tax of 2 .25 percent which is still the h ighest in  
the country, other than Quebec, and it  leads to the 
h i g hest  perso n a l  tax  reg i m e  in the c o u n t ry. 
Unfortunately, we st i l l  are at some of the higher levels, 
and that is  what it  leads to. U lt imately, that causes the 
removal of jobs and 22 major businesses going out of 
work. 

Mr. Ashton: M r. S p e a ker, I t h i n k  i t  h as becom e  
abundantly clear to Manitobans that t h e  record under 
the New Democratic Party is far better than i t  wi l l  ever 
be under the Conservatives. 

Workers Compensation Board 
King Task Force Recommendations 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson) : I have a furt her  
quest ion  to  t h e  M i n ister  respons i b l e  for Workers 
Compensation (Mr. Connery). Not a day goes by when 
I ,  as the New Democratic Party Workers Compensat ion 
Cr i t ic ,  do not get  a cal l  f rom an in jured worker i n  
Man itoba w h o  is faced with an extreme delay on a 
minor case, who is facing problems in gett ing his or  
her case dealt  with .  

Today, despite the fact that  the King Task Force 
Report was released in  May of 1 987, there is i nd icat ion 
by the M inister of  Workers Compensation (Mr. Connery) 
there is not going to be leg islat ive action for two more 
years. When wi l l  this Government bring in  legislative 
act ion in response to the King Task Force Report to 
dea l  with the problems fac i n g  i n j u red workers i n  
Manitoba? 

Hon. Edward Connery (Minister responsible for The 
Workers' Compensation Act): Mr. Speaker, in one 
respect,  as the Member says, the.  delays in  injured 
workers gett ing to their final adjudication,  which is on ly 
a very small  number of the people, is true.  We are 
working very hard to reduce that t ime frame. 
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I do say that it i!l rather unfortunate that the Member 
for Thompson (Mr. Ashton), who is the critic for Workers 
Compensat ion,  would not take advantage of an offer 
we made. We sai d ,  p ick a day out of 10 that you can 
make to take you through a tour of the Workers 
Compensat ion .  I wi l l  say the crit ic for the Liberals took 
us up on that offer and went through a tour of Workers 
Compensat ion.  We spent a whole half a d ay al lowing 
them to ask questions, to review the problems, to review 
the resolve that the commission is moving towards so 
that we can make a better Workers Compensat ion.  I 
w i l l  g ive the Member a copy of some of the concerns 
that were raised and problems that he can address for 
h imself, and i f  a Page would  g ive it  to h im ,  th is  is  what 
he would h ave gotten if he had gone on the tour. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order. The Honourable 
Member for Thompson ( M r. Ashton). 

Mr. Ashton: On a point of order, M r. Speaker. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh!  

Mr. Speaker: O r d e r, p l ease;  o r d er, p lease .  The 
Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) ,  on a 
point of order. 

Mr. Ashton: The Member m ade reference to be invited 
to a tour of the Workers Compensation Board . I was 
invited on a specific day. On that day, I was in Ottawa 
as part of a protest against the northern tax a l lowance 
pol icies of the federal Government.  

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. 

Mr. Ashton: I i n dicated to the Workers Compensation 
Board -

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. 

Mr. Ashton: -to his own secretary that I would be 
g lad to take a tour of the faci l i t ies. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. 

Mr. Ashton: I wou ld  ask the Min ister-

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. 

Mr. Ashton: - for the Workers Compensat ion Board 
( M r. Connery) to withdraw his rather s leazy accusat ion.  

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh!  

* ( 1 030) 

Mr. Speaker: O r d e r, p le a se; o r d e r, p lease.  The 
Honourable Member knows a d ispute over facts is  not 
a point of order. The Honourable Member for Thompson 
( M r. Ashton), with his f inal  supplementary quest ion.  

Mr. Ashton: M r. S peaker. perhaps i n  the answer to 
my quest ion,  the M in ister wi l l  have the guts to d o  that. 
I asked the M i n is ter  r e s p o n s i bl e  for  Workers  
Compensation -
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Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order. The Hon ourable 
Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton), kind ly  withdraw 
your remarks. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): I will certainly withdraw 
"guts, " if the M i n ister wi l l  withdraw h is  false accusation  
w i th  regard to Workers Compensation Board . 

Mr. Speaker: I would  l ike to thank the Honourable 
Member for Thompson. 

Mr. Ashton: M r. Speaker, i n  view of the fact that th is  
Government has  on ly  moved on two th ings i n  regard 
to Workers Compensat ion,  f ir ing Lissa Donner and 
br ing ing i n  the Chamber of Commerce's proposals for  
experienced rat ing system, when is th is  Government 
going to d o  someth ing for in jured workers and bring  
in  an Act  based on the King Task Force Report? 

Hon. Edward Connery (Minister responsible for the 
Workers' Compensation Act): Mr Speaker, I do th ink  
it  is  unfortunate when the Member for  Thompson ( M r. 
Ashton) gets into that sort of rhetoric when we are 
trying as best we can to deal with the in jured workers 
of Manitoba. 

If  the Member would l ike to refer those comments 
and procedu res to a committee, I would be very 
prepared to do i t .  The Member was g iven a series of 
days up  unt i l  the 1 7t h  of M ay, which was the d ay before 
the House went i n ,  that he could  pick a d ay we worked 
w i t h  the c r i t i c  for the L i bera l  P a rty. He had an 
opportun i ty. He then wrote a letter to us  with some 
concerns over Workers Compensat ion,  and we repl ied 
to the Member, would you· l ike another tour? We 
p repared to set u p  a d ay tour at h is  decision on h is  
d ay that he would select. I have not  had  a reply from 
the Member yet to go and examine,  take a tour. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: O r d er, p l ease;  o r d e r, p lease.  T h e  
Honourable Mem ber for Thompson ( M r. Ashton), on  a 
point of order. 

Mr. Ashton: I really bel ieve that in the i nterests of the 
proper function of th is  Question Period the M i n ister 
should not get i nto an extended fictional approach. M r. 
Speaker, I have phoned the Workers Compensat ion 
Board ind icat ing that I am p leased to be able to take 
a tour of the fac i l ity at any time and I wish the M i nister 
woul d  stick to the facts. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: O r d e r, p l ease;  o r d e r, p l ease.  T h e  
Honourable Member does n o t  have a point of order. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, please. We are very 
content ious th is  Fr iday. 
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Prince Charles School 
Closure 

Mrs. Iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): M r. Speaker, on a 
serious note, the f inal g raduation from the Prince 
Charles School wil l be held in less than two weeks, 
and then the school will be closed . The remain ing 
ch i ldren are to be integrated i nto h igh schools i n  
Winn ipeg No.  1 .  Approval i n  pr inciple was g iven b y  the 
Publ ic Schools '  Finance Board last February. Parents, 
ch i ldren and staff have been preparing for this move 
for over a year, but where are the actual funds that 
are necessary to prepare the c lusters in the receiving 
schools? It  is  a pathetic situat ion ,  where hand icapped 
ch i ldren will be sent out into the community without 
even adeq u ate p l a n n i n g  and p reparat ion for the i r  
acceptance in to  the local schools, i n to  the mainstream. 

Wi l l  the M i nister check today with the chairperson 
of the Public Schools' Finance Board to demand the 
approval of the funds for the c lusters i n  those schools 
that wil l be receiving these vu lnerable young people.  

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): M r. Speaker, with regard to the closing of 
Prince Charles School,  that is a decision that is made 
by the school division. The school d ivision then makes 
appl ication to the Publ ic Schools' Finance Board with 
regard to renovations that need to be made to the 
various schools. The Publ ic Schools '  F inance Board 
has moved as qu ickly as it possibly can in  terms of 
provid ing the kin d  of access that is requ ired to the 
schools and the upgrad ing that is requ ired to those 
schools. 

However, I have to ind icate to  you ,  M r. Speaker, that 
the decision and the p lanning has to be done at the 
local school  d ivision leve l .  Before that school  d iv is ion 
makes the decis ion to close that part icular school ,  they 
have to ensure, as a school  divis ion that is responsible 
for those kinds of matters, that those faci l it ies be 
adequate for students who are going to be received 
into those various schools. 

Public Schools' Finance Board 
Mandate 

Mrs. Iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): The hold-up in th is  
matter, M r. Speaker, appears to be that the Public 
Schools' Finance Board is  d ictat ing to the Winn ipeg 
No. 1 School Division that the Pr ince Charles must be 
designated as an educational sett ing .  Wi l l  the M i n ister 
i ntervene and ensure that the Public Schools' Finance 
Board is operat ing with in  .its mandate? 

Hon.  Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): M r. Speaker, . the Publ ic Schools' F inance 
Board does operate with in  its mandate. I do not know 
what issue the Member is rais ing now. She has s l ipped 
from one item to another. M r. Speaker, fi rst of a l l ,  she 
asks about the provision of adequate space. Now she 
is ta lking about using the Prince Charles School as an 
educational i nstitut ion .  

Mr. Speaker, any school that is closed in  this province 
has been funded by the taxpayers of this province, and 
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certa in ly the fi rst priority for use of any bui ld ing that 
is closed as a school is going to be as an educational 
institut ion rather than some meeting p lace for other 
g roups. 

Handicapped Children 
Educational Facilities 

Mrs. Iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): The faci l it ies for the 
handicapped ch i ldren should be a pr ior i ty with th is  
Government. Wi l l  the Minister personally guarantee that 
the faci l it ies be in p lace on September 1 when ch i ldren 
from Pri nce Charles School  wi l l  be back at school, each 
handicapped chi ld  in a new and unfam i l iar sett ing? 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): M r. Speaker, i t  is not up to the M i nister of 
Education or the department to ensure that when a 
school d ivision makes a decision to close, a school 
which has faci l i t ies that are up to par for handicapped 
ch i ldren, that it is up to the department to ensure t hat 
other schools then wi l l  have those faci l it ies up to par. 

That school divis ion,  whether it is Winn ipeg No.  1 or 
whether it  is any other school d ivision , must ensure 
that if it is going to close a faci l ity that the faci l it ies 
where the students are going to be designated for, in 
fact , have faci l i t ies t hat are upgraded to spec, and it  
is certainly not up to the department to do that. 

Labour Adjustment Branch 
Funding 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): Mr. Speaker, my 
q uestion is for  the M i n ister of Labour. I n  the Speech 
from the Throne, th is  Government statedthat they plan 
"to expan d , "  a n d  I e m p h asize the  word expan d ,  
"provincial measures t o  help Manitoba workers adapt 
to changing job and skil l  requ i rements." M r. Speaker, 
we saw that as an admission of the deleterious effects 
of the Free Trade Agreement in th is province and we 
welcome that admission.  But,  M r. Speaker, we need a 
real commitment to labour adjustment in th is  province. 

My question is, why did the Department of Labour 
lose 1 .  1 percent in  funding,  and more part icularly, why 
did the Labour Adjustment Branch only receive a scant 
$60,000 in  addit ional funding to come up with the new 
i n i t i at i ves w h i c h  h a d  bee n p r o m i sed by t h i s  
Government? 

Hon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour): Mr. 
Speaker, in the f irst p lace, I do not agree with the 
Honourable Member that free trade has anyth ing to 
do with any of the closures that have happened in  this 
province, and we deeply  -(I nterjection)- I a lso wish to 
say that our department, the Department of Labour, 
is work ing with 1'\ny of the f irms and any of the 
employees that need adjustment, and that we wi l l  be 
able to work with in the monies that we have in  our 
department with the employer, with the employees, to 
make sure. that workers do have an .easy task as far 
as f inding jobs or gett ing retrain ing ,  whether it  is our 
depart m e n t  o r  any other depart m e n t  in t h i s  
Government. 
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Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St. J ames, 
with a supplementary q uest ion.  

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, th is Min ister o bviously was 
not involved in the writing of the Speech from the Throne 
because there is  a specific admission that there is 
massive job d islocat ion going on in  this province. 

* ( 1 040) 

Initiatives 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): M y  f u r t h e r  
supplementary is ,  aside from these n ice words, what 
specific new in i t iat ives, as promised , will the Labour 
Adjustment Branch be taking i n  the coming year with 
$1.46 per u nemployed worker in  the province for the 
coming year? 

Hon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour): I wi l l  
take that question as notice. 

· 

Pay Equity Branch 
Funding 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St .  James, 
with a f inal  supplementary. 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): The M i n ister of Labour 
albeit is  new at her job, however, the crisis is  here. I t  
is happening every day. M r. Speaker, f inal ly for the same 
Min ister, why is the Pay Equity Branch of the Department 
of Labour losing 1.1 percent in funding after i nf lat ion,  
g iven the commitment i n  the Speech from the Throne 
to extend pay equity further into the publ ic  sector? 
How is t h i s  M i n ister g o i n g  to ach ieve the stated 
commitment of expansion when the Pay Equity Branch 
has taken a cut? 

Hon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour): I t  is not 
the i ntention of this Government to h ave to spend more 
money to do work. Our branch , the Pay Equity Branch, 
wi l l  be able to deliver a program without throwing money 
at the problem. We have that program u nder control. 
M ost of t h e  work in the C i v i l  Serv ice  h as been 
accompl ished . We are now consult ing wi th  the other 
g roups that we are hoping to bring on stream,  but it 
d oes not mean that we have to t hrow more m oney in .  
I f  we can  do more  for  less, we w i l l .  

Liquor Control Commission 
Rural Outlet Closures 

Ms. Maureen Hemphill (Logan): M r. Speaker, my 
question i s  for the M i nister of Rural Development ( M r. 
Penner). Yesterday, we raised a number  of concerns 
with respect to in i tiat ives that were contained i n  the 
t hree-year strateg i c  p l a n  of  the M a n i t o b a  L i q u o r  
Commission, which w e  received through T h e  Freedom 
of I nformation Act. We have some very serious concerns 
with respect to the inconsistencies of the Government's 
rhetoric on drunk d riving on the one hand and its Crown 
corporat ion 's  actions to promote increased dr inking on 
the other. 
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In their Speech from the Throne, the Government 
talked about a strategy to strengthen Manitoba's rural 
communit ies. The plans of the commission are also 
inconsistent with this Government's pol icies. Can the 
Min ister responsible for the Liquor Control Commission 
tel l  this House how the closure of 1 1  rural l iquor stores 
and the redeployment of exist ing employees, as outl ined 
in  the commission's strategic plan, coincides with th is 
G overnment 's  commitment to  decentral ize service 
del ivery? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, I stand as the Acting Min ister of Justice whose 
responsi b i l ity is the overview of the Liquor Control 
Commission . I can ind icate to the M in ister that the 
question wi l l  be answered in  greater detai l by the 
M i n i st e r  o n  h is ret u r n .  But with respect t o  t h e  
information brought forward b y  the M i nister yesterday, 
much of that was a strategic plan developed with in  the 
L i q u o r  C o n t r o l  C o m m i ss i o n  l o n g  before t h i s  
Government came t o  power. I th ink Members o f  the 
New Democratic Party were wel l  aware of that and that 
i s  p r o b a b l y  o n e  of t h e  reaso n s  t hey asked f o r  
i nformat ion from Freedom o f  I nformation.  

Ms. Hemphill: A l icensing official h as indicated and 
confirmed the fact that the commission is  moving to  
i m plement parts of th is  p lan .  Would  the  Government 
today or as soon as possible provide i nformation to 
the 11 rural communities where the i ntention i s  to close 
in those communit ies, so that they can prepare for the 
loss of jobs and the impact of the closures? Would  you 
put the in formation out to the publ ic of what is  being 
considered by your  Government? 

Mr. Manness: M r. Speaker, that is a fair request and 
i t  i s  probably the reason that an announcement was 
made by the Min ister of Rural Development ( M r. Penner) 
in Brandon on Tuesday, ind icat ing that there woul d  be 
a task force very qu ickly i nvolved with two people, the 
Deputy M i n i ster  of  Rura l  Devel o p me n t  p lus t h e  
Chairman of Manitoba Hydro,  who would be looking  
particularly in to  areas of Crowns, strategic plans and 
other opportunities for  rural development. I would th ink 
that the request is fa i r  and we wi l l  undertake to provid e  
that i nformat ion.  

Ms. Hemphill: I appreciate that answer. I th ink i t  woul d  
also be wise then to communicate to t h e  commission 
that there wi l l  be no movement or i ntention to look at 
th is  unt i l  that task force has completed its work. 

Liquor Control Commission 
U.S. Beer Sales 

Ms. Maureen Hemphill (Logan): M r. Speaker, with a 
f inal  supplementary, it would appear now that the worst 
fears of the M anitoba beer industry are going to be 
real ized i f  the commission proceeds with their p lans 
to permit  imported beer to be carried by beer vendors.  
G iven Man i toba 's  r is ing unemployment ,  g i ven t h e  
M olson-Carl ing merger and t h e  resu lts o f  that a n d  t h e  
experience that shows that American beer producers 
h ave taken as much as 30 percent of the market, can 
t h e  G over n m e n t  p l ease get o n  the p h o n e  t o  t h e  
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commission immed iately and tel l  them their plans for 
the vendor sale of U.S. imports are unacceptable? 

Hon . Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism): First of a l l ,  let me say that any relat ionsh i p  
between the importat ion o f  fore ign beer is  t h e  subject 
matter of GATT rul ings,  the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trades. I t  has noth ing to do with free trade. 
Free t rade has beer excluded from ii. As wel l ,  foreign 
beer entering th is  province, as I u nderstand i t ,  wi l l  have 
an imposit ion of warehousing and distr ibut ion placed 
upon i t  over and above the cost of regular beer that 
is  now borne by Manitoba breweries, so that addit ional 
cost wi l l  be appl ied to any foreign beer entering th is 
province to be sold i n  any kind of locat ion.  That wi l l  
i mpose a price differential which is  s ign if icant. 

Federal Sales Tax 
Revenue Neutral 

Mr. Reg Alcock (Osborne): M r. Speaker, to the M i nister 
of Finance ( M r. Manness), once again we have yet 
another study of M r. Wilson's proposed sales tax which 
contradicts the Finance M inister's repeated assurances 
in this Chamber that the tax would be revenue neutral .  
The Conference Board of Canada reports that the tax 
wi l l  not be revenue neutral .  N ot only that,  but it  wi l l  
increase inf lat ion ,  slow economic growth and reduce 
net job creation by  72 ,000 jobs. Will the M i nister table 
the stud ies which he used to come to the conclusion 
that the tax wi l l  be revenue neutral? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Let me 
firstly say I do not know what specific quote or reference 
the Member is making with regard to some past 
comments of mine.  Let me say first ly, with in the federal 
context, that I was again using the general statement 
made by the M i n ister of Finance of Canada that the 
tax would be revenue neutral , and at the end of the 
day of course it  was that there may be more money 
coming in but ,  through tax cred its, through sales tax 
cred its, most of that would be rebated out. I am not 
here  to d e b at e  or to g ive g reater  c l a r i t y  to t h at 
statement. 

With respect to Manitoba and whether or not if  we 
were to be an equal partner, which at th is t ime we are 
not, I said that tax would  be revenue neutral .  That is 
obv ious ly  not g o i n g  to  req u i re f u rther  d i scuss ion 
because Manitoba wi l l  not  be a partner i n  national sales 
tax reforms. I ndeed, no other province wi l l .  

Tourism Impact 

Mr. Reg Alcock (Osborne): M r. Speaker, to the Minister 
for Tourism ( M r. Ernst), at a time when Manitoba is 
trying to strengthen its tourism industry despite cuts 
to the M i n ister's budget, this sales tax will create a $ 1  
b i l l i o n  red u c t i o n  i n  reven u e s  i n  t o u r i s m  a n d  w i l l  
encourage people t o  g o  sout h  rather than come to 
Manitoba. Can the Min i ster table the studies that he 
has used to do h is  planning to get ready for th is  tax? 

Hon.  Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, ·Trade and 
Tourism): First of al l ,  Mr. Speaker, let me say that the 
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pream ble of the Member is wrong .  The tourism budget 
is not cut .  If anyone on the opposite side had bothered 
to ask, they would  have found out that the reduction 
of about $300,000 i n  the tourism budget related to 
overexpend itures from the former NOP Government 
that had to be contemplated last year i n  order to pick 
u p  those costs. 

In addit ion,  M r. Speaker, on top of the mi l l ion do l lar 
increase in  spending that we put into marketing last 
year in tourism, over and above that we have sol ic ited 
and have entered into agreements with two private 
sector companies to enhance the Government's and 
the taxpayers' expend itures with regard to tourism in  
th is  province, and have in  fact contributed sign if icantly 
towards our market ing budget for this year. 

N ow to deal with the exact quest ion,  we are very 
concerned with regard to the imposition of sales tax 
and how it wi l l  affect the tourism industry. As a matter 
of fact, the M i n ister of Finance (Mr. Manness) has held 
the price on l iquor j ust for that purpose. We h ave 
delayed the quest ion of the gasol ine tax, just for that 
particu lar purpose, in order to enhance tourism in the 
Province of Manitoba. 

* ( 1 050) 

Manitoba Impact 

Mr. Reg Alcock (Osborne): My quest ion,  M r. Speaker, 
was what wi l l  the impact of that federal tax be on 
Manitoba and what studying have you done for it? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): The 
question continues to be repetit ive. There has been 
nobody that has a great model . The Conference Board 
has a fair one, the Department of Finance federally has 
a better one, but there is no province in  Canada that 
has a grand model that al lows them to understand 
immediately the impact of any tax.  So he asks a question 
that cannot be answered . In  a sense, it is to know 
i m m e d i ate ly  the  i m p act on any sector w i t h i n  any 
province wi th in  the nat ion.  He knows better. 

Family Allowances 
Benefits Changes 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns): I have a question 
for the M i n ister of Fami ly  Services (M rs. Oleson).  As 
al l  Mem bers know, in the recent federal Budget, the 
Mu l roney Government introduced measures to c law 
back Old Age Security and Fami ly Al lowance benefits 
to o r d i n ary Canad ian  f a m i l ies .  As the M i n ister i s  
u n d o u bted ly  aware,  t h ese benef i ts  a r e  a l r e a d y  
cons idered p a r t  of  i n come for t a x  pu rposes.  T h e  
Mu l roney proposal wou ld actual ly impose a special tax 
on OAS and Family Al lowances so that they would be 
taxed at a much higher rate than any other types of 
i ncome. 

My question to the M i n ister of Fami ly  Services ( M rs .  
Oleson) is, considering that the Leader of the Li beral 
Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs) here in  Manitoba has said 
she f inds no fau lt with th is particular part of the 
Conservative Budget, what is the Minister of Fami l y  
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Services' posit ion; th is Government's posit ion,  on the 
proposed clawback? 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
As I understand it , that wi l l  be on h igher i ncome people. 
M anitoba recognized the need for fami l ies to have more 
income and that is why we changed the tax structure 
for fami l ies in Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St.  Johns 
(Ms.  Wasylycia-Leis), with a supplementary quest ion.  

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: M r. Speaker, I th ink the M i n ister 
is probably not aware of the full nature of this p roposal 
g iven the fact that the l imi t  is not indexed , which means 
that in very short order almost a th i rd of Canadian 
taxpayers wi l l  soon be covered by th is proposal .  

M y  question to the M i nister, therefore, is  one of tax 
fai rness and one of th is  Government's pol icy with 
respect to Fami ly  Services and fami ly  pol icy. G iven the 
fact that we have a l l  kinds of tax breaks for the rich 
and g iven the fact that there wi l l  be fami l ies making-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: -over $56,000 will soon lose 1 00 
percent of their Fami ly  Al lowance-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. Would the Honourable 
Member kind ly  put her q uest ion now? 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: What  is the p o s i t i o n  of  t h i s  
provincial Government on t h i s  proposed clawback and 
what is  her department's new pol icy on fami ly  pol icy? 

Mrs. Oleson: This Government's policy toward fami l ies 
is to do all we can to help fami l ies .  We demonstrated 
that by giv ing them a tax b reak with th is  Budget. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St .  Johns 
( M s .  Wasylyc ia-Le is )  h as t i m e  for one very s h o rt 
quest ion.  

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: A short q uest ion,  M r. Speaker, if 
the M i nister goes back and studies the nature of the 
federal proposal and finds that i t  has that kin d  of  impact 
on Canadian fami l ies-

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: O r d e r, p l ease;  o r d e r, p l ease .  The 
Honourable Member, kind ly  put her quest ion ,  n ow. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: -wil l  the M i nister agree to put 
considerable p ressure on the federal Government to 
have this clawback reversed and to ensure fairness for 
Canadian fami l ies? 

Mrs. Oleson: M r. S pe a ke r, t h i s  G o ve r n m e n t  i s  
i nterested i n  fairness to fami l ies. 

Mr. Speaker: The t ime for oral questions has expired . 
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READING AND RECEIVING 
PETITIONS 

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): I wonder if  we coul d  
have leave o f  t h e  House to revert back to Reading and 
Receiving Petit ions. 

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Member have leave 
to revert back to Reading and Receiving Petit ions? 
(Agreed) 

Order, p lease; order, please. Under Reading and 
Receiving Petit ions, I must i nform the House that the 
petit ion of the Honourable Member for Elmwood (Mr. 
Maloway) does not comply with our rules and practices 
in t hat: a) i t  has not been endorsed by the Mem ber 
p resent ing it  as requ ired by Rule 8 1 .(5); b )  i t  is  not i n  
t h e  form set o u t  i n  Append ix  " A "  to t h e  Ru les of the 
House and as referred to i n  Rule 8 1 .(6); c) i t  does not 
comply with the usual practices of th is  House whereby 
petitions are phrased in  the form of a p rayer request ing 
action by the House; and d )  i nstead of the above, i t  
has been written in  the style of a mot ion or  a resolut ion.  

I must ,  therefore, rule the petit ion out of order. 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENTS 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (lnkster): M r. S peaker, may I 
have leave to make a non-pol it ical statement? 

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Member have leave 
to make a non-pol it ical statement? (Agreed) 

Mr. Lamoureux: This year commemorates the 9 1 st 
Anniversary of the F i l ip ino i ndependence from Spai n .  
T h e  proclamation occurred a t  Kawit, Cavite on June 
12 ,  1 898. 

The Fi l ip ino community wi l l  be host ing a Phi l ippine 
Heritage Week between June 1 1  to the 18.  Some of 
the act i v i t ies  i nclu d e: a t h a n ksg i v i n g  mass ,  an 
orientation workshop and a flag-rais ing ceremony at 
City Hal l .  On June 15,  approximately 80 new Canadians 
wi l l  part ic ipate i n  the cit izenship ceremony. 

The Fi l ip ino community has become an important 
part of the multicultural fabric of Manitoba and Canada, 
and I am sure all M an itobans jo in  with me and the 
Fi l ip ino Canadians i n  celebrat ing the 9 1 st Anniversary 
of its independence. 

The struggle for the Ph i l ipp ine independence was led 
by  Emilio Aguinaldo who became the f irst President 
and created the fi rst Constitutional Cabinet as Premier. 

F i l i p i n o  Canad i a n s  are beco m i n g  i nc reas i n g l y  
i mportant i n  al l  facets o f  Canadian l ife, bus iness, 
education,  and even in politics where my good fr iend, 
Dr. Rey Pagtakhan, is  so ably demonstrat ing to the 
people of the Winn ipeg North area. 

Canad ian l ife is  enhanced by mult icultura l  g roups 
who settle i n  Canada and contribute to the social ,  
pol i t ical and economic development of our country. 
Thank you .  

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): I wonder i f  I may have 
leave to make a non-pol it ical statement? 
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Mr. Speaker: Does t h e  Hon o u rable M e m be r  f o r  
Churchill (Mr. Cowan) have leave t o  make a non-polit ical 
statement? (Agreed) 

Mr. Cowan: Yesterday, a delegation of supporters of 
the Port of Churchi l l  t ravelled to Ottawa to meet with 
federal M in isters to lobby on behalf of the port. That 
delegation included elected officials of th ree levels of 
G overnment.  I t  inc luded representatives of u n ions, 
bu s i nesses,  abor i g i n a l  g rou p s  and the fa r m i n g  
community. I t  included representatives o f  lobby groups 
for the port and northern Manitoba, and it  i ncluded 
residents of bot h  Manitoba and Saskatchewan .  

That d iverse group was bound together b y  one 
common purpose. They care about the Port of Churchi l l  
and they fear for its future.  They care about the Hudson 
Bay rail  line and they fear for its future as wel l .  Every 
member of that delegat ion in the meet ing with the 
federal M i nisters spoke eloquently and passionately 
about the port and its importance to the North,  its 
importance to Manitoba, to prair ie farmers and to 
Canada as a whole. 

They spoke out strongly i n  defence of the port and 
the railway. Obviously, Mr .  Speaker, their  presence and 
their words were effective. At yesterday's meet ing ,  we 
heard better news on Church i ll than we have heard for 
a very long t ime. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Cowan: First ly, we received a definit ive commitment 
that the Port of Churchi ll wil l be kept open. The federal 
M i nister of Transport, Benoit Bouchard , clearly stated 
that he has no  current plans to close the Port of 
C h u rc h i l l . Seco n d l y, M r. B o u c h a r d  assured t h e  
delegation that there are no current or anticipated plans 
to abandon the Hudson Bay rai l  l ine. Thirdly, the M in ister 
responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board ind icated 
it  is  likely that grain will be sh ipped through the Port 
of Churchi l l  this year. That is a complete turnabout 
from comments  made l ast m o n t h  by G overn ment  
M i n isters that it  was h igh ly  u n likely any gra in  wou ld be 
shipped through Churchill th is  year. That is the better 
news. 

U nfort u n ate ly, the bad n ews is  t h at the federal  
Government st i l l  refuses to commit to sh ipping a fair 
share of Canada's grain export shipments through the 
Port of Churchi l l  on an ongoing basis by ensuring that 
the Canadian Wheat Board ships an average of at least 
3 percent of total grain exports through Church i l l  on 
an annual basis. 

The delegation yesterday was u nanimous in  that 
recommendation and they avow to cont i n ue to f ight 
for that goal and fairness for Church i l l .  I am certain 
al l  Members of the Legislature wi l l  jo in with me in  
thanki n g  members of  the delegat ion for  that wh ich  they 
have accompl ished and,  furthermore, in encouraging 
them to continue the f ight  for  fairness for  Church i l l .  

• ( 1 1 00)  

I n  recognit ion of those efforts, I would l ike to read 
the names of those in the Port of Churchill Ottawa 
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delegation i nto the records of th is  Legislature: M r. 
Dennis Delaronde, President of the local un ion at the 
Port of Churchi l l  and represent ing the Manitoba Metis 
Federation; M r. John Hrominchuk, President of the 
C h u rc h i l l  C ha m ber of  C o m merce;  M r. M ar k  
lngerbrigtson ,  Mayor of Church i l l ;  M r. Charl ie Phelps, 
President of the Hudson Bay Route Association; M r. 
Don Figurski, Chairperson of the Port of Churchill 
Development Board; M r. Stan Geddes, Mayor of Lynn 
Lake and C h a i rperson of t h e  N orthern  M a n itoba 
Regional Development Corporat ion;  Mr. Ken Coll in ,  
Deputy Mayor, Thompson; M r. Terry Hendrickson of  
The Pas Port of Church i l l  Promotion Committee; and 
representing Members of th is  Legislature i n  that group,  
M r. Speaker, were Mr. Gary Doer, M r. John Plohman,  
M r. E l i jah Harper, M r. Steve Ashton , myself and,  of 
course, Rod Murphy, the MP for Churchi l l  was present .  

I want to personally thank al l  of those in  the delegat ion 
for a l l  that they have done to help Churchi l l  through 
th is d iff icult t ime. 

Hon.  James Downey (Minister of Northern Affairs): 
M r. Speaker, I wonder if I could have leave of the House 
to further make a non-pol it ical comment. 

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable M inister of Northern 
Affairs have leave to make a non-pol it ical statement? 
(Agreed) 

Mr. Downey: M r. Speaker, I thank the Member for 
C h u rc h i l l  on h i s  m aki n g  t h ose c o m m e n t s  to  t h e  
Leg i s l a t u r e .  I ,  as we l l ,  w a n t  t o  assoc iate  t h e  
Government 's  thank you t o  those ind ividuals who went 
to the Government of Ottawa yesterday on a delegat ion.  
I may say that my colleague, the M i nister of Highways 
and Transportation (Mr. Albert Driedger), has been 
working very aggressively  to accompl ish those very 
goals. I th ink it is a matter of jo int efforts that are 
paying some rewards, and I show my thank you on 
behalf of the Government for those efforts. 

The records of the province, whatever Government 
it has been ,  I am sure has over the past many years, 
remembering our act ivit ies as Government from '77 
to' 8 1 ,  the efforts put forward to bring a national 
recognit ion to the usefu l ness of the port and the need 
for extend ing the season to increase the capacity. It  
is that conti nued fol low-through support by the last 
ad min istrat ion in Manitoba and,  again ,  the continued 
efforts of the Hudson Bay Route Associat ion,  the 
different organizations, th rough legislative committees 
we had, through efforts that were advanced yesterday 
I am sure wil l continue to auger wel l .  We are in  absolute 
ful l  support of the maximum use of Church i l l  not only 
for the use of export ing of grain ,  but for alternative 
act ivities as wel l .  

Let me say, M r. Speaker, m y  col league, t h e  Min ister 
of H ighways and Transportation (Mr. Albert Driedger) 
is today in Ottawa aggressively negotiat ing with a 
customer that could wel l  be some of the grain that w i l l  
be flowing through there. So I thank the Members of  
the House for  g iv ing me th is opportunity for  making 
those comments. Let me say it  is the kind of activity 
we have seen that we al l  are very supportive of. 



Friday, June 9, 1989 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

BUDGET DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: On the adjourned debate, the fifth day, 
on  the proposed motion of the Honourable M i n ister of 
F inance (Mr. Manness) that this House approve, i n  
general,  t h e  budgetary pol icy o f  t h e  Government which 
was l eft o p e n .  The Hon o u rable M i n ister  of  R u ral  
Development ( M r. Penner). 

Hon. Jack Penner (Minister of Rural Development): 
It g ives me some pleasure to be able to rise in the 
House today to address the Budget. 

Rural Manitobans have for a long , long t ime looked 
forward to a Budget such as our M i n ister of Finance 
(Mr. Manness) tabled i n  this House just a few days ago. 
They have been looking forward to less taxat ion.  They 
have been looking forward to an indication from th is  
Government to support the establ ishment of viable 
industrial un its in rural Manitoba. 

Rural Manitoba has suffered through an economic 
t ime period dur ing the last three or  four years that has 
been precedented , I guess, by no  other period . I say 
th is  because farmers in rural Manitoba today have to 
expend large amounts of money every year to put their  
crops i n .  Action that Government takes in  taxation of 
products or the red uction of taxation has a major impact 
on the economy of that farm community. 

Farmers for instance today spend $ 1 50 an acre to 
put a crop in before they are ever able to even harvest 
a crop that they can sel l or have incomes. I th ink that 
needs to be recogn ized .  T h i s  G overnment  c lear ly  
ind icated an economic strategy in  th is  Budget that wi l l  
lead towards the alleviat ion of some of  the taxation 
that rural  Manitobans have had to face under the 
previous admin istrat ion.  

Smal l  businesses are applaud ing the reduction of the 
added tax on  e m p l oyment o p p o r t u n i t ies t h at t h e  
previous administrat ion instal led . I have h a d  many 
phone calls, M r. Speaker, i n  the last few days saying 
that we, for a long t ime, have l ooked forward to the 
reduction of some of these taxes. 

Famil ies al l  over rural Manitoba are applaud ing the 
increases to the ch i ld  dependency taxes. I t  is  real ly a 
reduction of ch i ld  taxes that we are talking about.  The 
payroll exemption wi l l  al low those small businesses that 
are so prevalent in rural communit ies to employ more 
people, to encourage more fami l ies to establ ish and 
l ive in  those smaller towns and cities in  rural Manitoba. 

The industries that are so dependent on a good 
economy, a good trade balance and a good trade 
cl imate are looking forward to be able to be put i n  a 
more competit ive position because of the payrol l  tax 
exemptions. 

Those same communities are also looking forward 
to the better medical services that are being d iscussed 
in  th is  Budget, $54 mi l l ion to Manitobans is a large 
amount of money to bui ld  and operate hospitals. I say 
to you that some of the faci l it ies out in the rural parts 
of Manitoba and some of the smaller towns and vi l lages, 
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some of our hospitals are in sad need of u pgrading 
and repair, and those communities are applaud ing this 
M i n ister's Budget. 

The $ 1 3  mi l l ion that we talk about to an increase in  
care homes is welcomed out  i n  the rural parts of 
M anitoba.  Again I say th is to you because the family 
c o n c e p t ,  t h e  fam i l y  u n i t  is so  i m por tant  to rura l  
Manitoba. Those fami l ies want to keep their  elderly 
people as close to home as they can , and for that 
reason many of the towns and vil lages in rural Manitoba 
are saying we look forward with open arms to the 
increase i n  spending in  the personal care home area. 
Towns such as St. Jean are saying maybe now this 
Government is receptive to us bui ld ing better care 
h omes so we can keep our elderly people in our own 
communit ies, and let their fami l ies be closer to the 
elderly and take care of them. 

Educat ion is a very important part of l ife i n  rural 
Manitoba and the importance of establ ish ing good 
educational fac i l ities in rural Manitoba to provide that 
decl in ing population out there with the kind of faci l ities 
which are requ ired to make sure that the young people 
in those rural communit ies have the abi l ity to have a 
proper educat ion.  

The i ncrease in  funding to our u niversities is  going 
to be ever more important to make sure that the young 
people of our p rovince have the proper background 
and education to move into th is  new world of high 
technology, to develop good management ski l ls ,  to learn 
to be good businessmen. 

* ( 1 1 1 0 )  

T h e  $6 mi l l ion spent to provide communit ies with 
better  day care serv ice is we lcomed by rura l  
c o m m u n i t ies ,  because d ay care servicE')s t o  rura l  
Manitoba have been an important part of rural l ife. 
Farmers and their wives have had to take off-farm jobs 
to support their farm un its. It is becoming ever more 
i mportant that those farm famil ies are able to access 
some outside i ncome to support their businesses to 
make sure that those businesses wi l l  be viable when 
t h e  ag r i c u l t u ra l  econo m y  t u r n s  a r o u n d .  T h i s  
Government h a s  real ized t h e  d i lemma that Manitobans 
have faced.  

We have a lso indicated i n  our Budget $37 mi l l ion 
more dol lars to develop our pr imary and our secondary 
school systems. Again I need only to go back to my 
constituency and look at some of the condit ions that 
some of our school bu i ld ings are in such towns as 
Letel l ier, which I toured not too many months ago. You 
can actual ly shake the outside wal l of the bui ld ing .  They 
have the stairs propped up with bricks to keep them 
up .  I say to you Members opposite that i f  you th ink 
the faci l i t ies that you have i n  th is c ity are in  need of 
repair, go and look at some of our rural faci l i t ies. Take 
a look at them. What we are doing about it is that we 
have ind icated $37 mi l l ion more dol lars to make sure 
that those kind of faci l it ies will be i n  better shape for 
our future generations, to make sure that the education 
opportunit ies exist. 

But more important to rural Manitoba than al l  that 
is the abi l ity for those industries that are currently 
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operat ing in rural Manitoba and those that want to 
establ ish i n  rural Manitoba to  h ave access to a proper 
in frastructure, a proper transportat ion system. Those 
of us who have grown up in  rural Manitoba and operated 
a n d  ran bus i nesses in ru ra l  M a n i t o b a  know how 
important our h ighway system is to get our  goods to 
market. M ore and more of our  products move these 
d ays by truck. Regardless of what kind of transportation 
laws or changes are made federal ly  on to the rai lway 
system, more and more of our goods are going to and 
wi l l  move by truck. So it  is i m portant that our h ighway 
system be upgraded to recognize that.  

I certainly welcome the in it iat ive that th is  Government 
has taken and the M i nister of Highways ( M r. Al bert 
Driedger) has indicated, i n  the i ncreased amount of 
do l lars spent and that are going to be spent on the 
construction of good roads to provid e  those rural 
c o m m u n i t ies  w i t h  a p r o p e r  t r a n s p o rt a t i o n  route .  
Highway 75, for  i nstance, was n ot even on  the p rogram 
unt i l  we put it  back on the p rogram. I t  i s  now back on 
the program and we are going to,  as q uickly as a l lowed , 
we wi l l  move towards twinn ing  Hig hway 75.  Not on ly  
h as the M i nister ind icated that he wi l l  d o  th is  as q u ickly 
as possible, he has started at both ends.  

An Honourable Member: Wil l  it reach the midd le? 

Mr. Penner: I t  wi l l  reach the middle,  S i r, i t  wi l l  reach 
the midd le. I t  wi l l  not on ly reach the middle ,  i t  wi l l  
expand beyond the midd le, and the south-north traffic 
f low that is so badl y  needed to move products into a 
2 5 0  m i l l io n  person m arket w i l l  be expanded a n d  
enhanced b y  the twinn ing  of Highway 75.  It  is  a clear 
commitment by this Government to create jobs that 
wi l l  be long-term jobs by encourag ing  i n dustries to 
establ ish and expand ,  not only i n  rural Manitoba but 
also i n  Winnipeg. 

The B u s iness Start L o a n s  P r o g r a m  t h a t  was 
announced by M r. Manness (M in ister of F inance) i n  h is  
Budget is  certain ly  a welcome one. We have many, 
many small  entrepreneurs i n  th is  province that on ly 
need just a bit of encouragement and a bit of fi nancial 
he lp to get them started , to  develop for themselves 
not on ly  an abi l i ty to bu i ld  and provide more jobs but 
to be able to target and develop and search out those 
markets that they need to be able to manufactu re and 
produce the goods they know how to produce.  There 
are many of them. That program has been ident ified 
as a key program to get those small i n dustries on their 
feet . 

The Vision Capital Fund again wi l l  lend support to 
t hose businesses that want to expand and industries 
that want to start . I refer to both of t hose programs 
because they are so vital to the program that we have 
in i t iated to turn around the migration of people out of 
rural Manitoba into urban centres. 

I want to spend just a few minutes on the Fiscal 
Stabi l izat ion Fund that the M i n ister announced . It  is 
in terest ing that the Opposi t ion Part ies have called it  
a slush fund or they cal l  i t  a sock. They cal l  it a l l  sorts 
of th ings but the right th ing .  Those of us who have 
been in business for a number of years understand 
how savings accounts operate. 
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Those of us who have had to borrow fairly large sums 
of money dur ing g iven periods of time u nderstand what 
it means to set aside some money for a rainy  day. I 
say to those Mem bers opposite who cal l  it a slush fund 
that they need to take a course i n  economics. They 
need to take a course in  business admin istrat ion for 
they know not what they talk about.  I t  is fair ly s imple 
that when you are able to borrow money at a lesser 
rate of i nterest than what the current rate of interest 
is, i t  is  somet imes a wise decision to take an amount 
of earnings and set i t  aside and col lect the i nterest and 
not pay down a l oan that is i n  at a lower rate. 

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): Wil l  I borrow m oney 
this year to buy a car next year, Jack? 

Mr. Penner: Farmers understand that, and farmers are 
able to earn and know what it  means to earn income, 
i nterest income on those sums of money to be able 
to do exact ly what you are referr ing to, M r. Evans, to 
buy the car. 

An Honourable Member: The Honourable Member for � 
Fort Garry. 

Mr. Penner: Sorry about that, the Honourable Member 
for Fort Garry ( M r. Laurie Evans). 

The Honourable Mem ber, having been a professor 
for a long, long,  time should know that i f  you are unable 
to earn interest on a sum of money that you can set 
aside, you can actual ly buy the car and keep a mechanic 
employed to service that car and keep a gas jockey 
employed to pump gas into that car, instead of paying 
down a debt at a lesser rate of interest than is currently 
going. I say that is good business; that is employi n g  
people. Plus,  i f  a n d  when you need to d raw on those 
accounts to make up balances because of unforeseen 
circumstances, you have a bit of money around that 
you do not need to borrow. That is the benefit of having 
a Fiscal Stabi l izat ion Fund,  M r. Speaker. 

* ( 1 1 20) 

Savings accounts, M r. Speaker, are good accounts. 
They al low investment capital  to grow and they also 
e n c o u rage c r e d i t o r s ,  when t h e y  look at you , to 
determine that you are responsible and,  when they 
determine the cred it  rat ings, it has a b ig bear ing on 
that. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker, Wi l l iam Chornopyski , i n  the 
Chair. )  

I want to turn back just a wee b i t ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, 
to the whole area of the removal of the payrol l  tax and 
what kind of effect that has on some businesses in  th is  
province. We had a situation where we had a smal l  
businessman, and he was not a businessman unt i l  he 
had to become a businessman because he was laid 
off in a garment factory because the garment factory 
he was working for closed . This person turned around 
and set up shop in  h is own basement, and he and h is  
w i fe started sew i n g  spor ts  j ac kets for  t h e  l o c a l  
community. 

They d id a good job .  They put out a quality product 
and the l itt le business in  their basement grew. It  grew 
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to the point where they had to employ 1 2  people i n  
that basement o f  their own home because o f  t h e  qual ity 
product they were putt ing out and the market that was 
devel o p i n g .  T h i s  young fe l l ow m oved out  of t h at 
basement and moved back into the same p lace that 
he had worked before when he was laid off and rented 
this p lace and is now employing some 80 people. 

Wel l ,  the payrol l  tax h i t  him square i n  the face. I t  
became a factor in  whether he coul d  remain competitive 
or not remain competit ive. He said to me just four 
months ago, if  th is payro l l  tax stays i n  p lace, I am going 
to h ave to shut my doors and lay off  80 people. 

That, M r. Deputy Speaker, is why we removed a bigger 
portion of the payrol l  tax, to keep people working i n  
o u r  communities s o  they can support their fami l ies and 
stay there. Not only wou ld  one person have been laid 
off th is  t ime around ,  but 80 fami l ies would have been 
deprived of their i ncome. Such are the impl ications of 
taxing at the wrong leve l .  The 2 percent reduction i n  
personal tax is someth ing that t h i s  province has not 
seen in m a n y, m a n y  years .  I say t o  t h e  L i bera l  
Opposit ion,  i f  they want to oppose that reduction in  
tax ,  go ahead , but you  are  go ing  to have to incur  the  
wrath of the public out  there when you do so .  When 
you vote against th is  Fiscal Stabi l ization Fun d ,  you wil l  
be vot ing against the very basis of good business 
management, of sound management practices. 

There are many areas in  this province that are looking 
forward to actions by this Government to support the 
i nfrastructure program that we have talked about i n  
o u r  B u d ge t ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d s .  There are many 
communities i n  th is  province that want to expand ,  that 
have industries that could  establ ish there, but one of 
the restrictions that t hey h ave is  that the infrastructure 
with in  their own system is not able to support expansion 
or establ ishment of new industries. That is one of the 
reasons why we have negotiated long and hard with 
t h e  federa l  G overn m e n t  to l o o k  at  a s o u t h e r n  
develo p ment  i n i t i at ive.  I t  i s  i m portant  t h at t hose 
communities are able to,  because of their i ncapacity 
to f i n ance t h ose k i n d s  of  e x p a n si o n s  of  t h e  
infrastructure, that they are able to expand those 
fac i l it ies. 

I want to stress again the importance to agriculture, 
to the agricultural community, of the establ ishment of 
secondary industry in  this province, the need to develop 
industries that wil l add value, that wil l add jobs and 
create employment i n  th is  province. I say to you , the 
in i tiatives that were announced i n  th is Budget wi l l  lead 
towards that. 

The Honourable Member for Fort G arry (Mr. Laurie 
Evans) asked, when wi l l  it happen? It  is happening today, 
and I ind icate to you that there is  a new air of optimism 
out there in  rural Manitoba. I t  is  caused not on ly by 
the economic turnaround ,  by better prices that they 
are seeing because of weather cond it ions and market 
abi l i t ies, probably even because of freer trade att itudes 
in the world .  

We have g o t  to encourage the investments in those 
communities and encourage the establ ishment and 
retention of those farms through i nit iat ives such as we 
are proposing .  For that reason ,  Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
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I am proud .  I am proud today to stand here and say 
that I am a Member of the Government that has put 
i n  p lace a new air of optimism into this province. 

I am interested to hear what the Honourable Member 
opposite has to say, but let me quote to you from an 
editorial that was in the Winn ipeg Free P ress, and it 
says, " Paying the price of polit ics in  provincial Budgets,"  
and it goes on to ta lk about the theory, "Governments 
get themselves into debt in poor t imes in  order to 
cushion their voters from real economic consequences 
of lett ing the market settle everyth ing .  In theory, the 
borrowing can be paid back when t imes are better, 
perhaps even from the natural g rowth in taxes that are 
generated by a prosperous economy. "  

Wel l ,  Governments do borrow when they need t o .  
Some Governments do borrow when they need to.  
Some Governments borrow even when they do n ot 
have to, or when they should not be borrowing. 

Let me go on to quote M r. Cleverley: "Governments 
borrow when t imes are bad and spend wildly when 
t imes are good. Ontario provides a good example." 
He says, "Given the overheated economy of that 
province, t imes were never better for reducing its 
accumulated debt ." And I ask you, d id  the Premier of 
O n t a r i o  reduce  the d e bt w he n  h i s  economy was 
booming? Did the Liberals i n  Ontario do that? Would 
they do that i n  Manitoba? 

Wel l ,  instead of reducing h is  debt dur ing good t imes, 
he actual ly increased i t .  He actual ly i ncreased it .  What 
would happen if he had decreased h is  debt? When the 
economy turns around i n  Ontario for  the worse, what 
is he going to do now? 

I say to you ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, i t  will take a dozen 
M r. Mannesses in Ontario to clean up  the mess that 
has been created by th is  L iberal administrat ion,  the 
Peterson admin istrat ion in  Ontario. I say to you, when 
that economy turns around in  Ontario, I would not want 
to l ive in  Ontario. If  we had that sort of economic 
strategy i n  th is  province, I certainly would  not want to  
l ive i n  th is  province. I am proud of  our  Finance Min ister 
(Mr. Manness) and in the Budget that he presented . 

• ( 1 1 30) 

I want to say to you that al l  of Manitoba looks forward 
to the economic benefits th is Budget wi l l  provide to  
them, the al lowances that it makes for ind ividuals to 
spend more money on what they want to buy, whether 
it is television sets or toasters or,  yes, even cars. Maybe, 
just maybe, we could start and the Honourable Member 
from Ontario said before, when . wil l you start making 
b ig  changes in  th is  province to lead towards the 
turnaroun d  in  the outflow of people from rural Manitoba 
into the urban centre? When wi l l  you make that change, 
he says. 

I say to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we have. already 
started,  but that the turnaroun d  wi l l  be a long and 
painful process, that it  wi l l  not be easy. It wi l l  not happen 
just in one year but i t  wi l l  take many years to turn 
around that att itude and encour<;ige and instill more 
confidence over a long period of time. I would encourage 
the Honourable Member opposite to take a positive 
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att itude and not use the negative approach the Liberal 
Party has used up  to now. 

When you start talk ing gloom and doom for a long 
period of t ime,  even whether you are i n  good t imes, 
you start bel ieving that you are going down the tubes. 
I say to the L iberal Party that i f  they are going to keep 
on this g loom and doom theme, they are going to 
convince themselves that not on ly the province is  going 
down the tube, but they are also going d own the tubes. 
I am beginn ing to think they bel ieve it a lready, as do 
the rest of Manitobans. 

There is one other th ing I want to raise before I sit 
d own , M r. Deputy S peaker. I was encouraged by many 
of the comments that leaders a l l  over th is province 
made about the Budget, about the tax cuts, about the 
incentives that were put out for the creation of new 
i n d u str ies ,  whet h e r  i n  rura l  M an i t o b a  o r  i n  u r b a n  
Manitoba, about t h e  whole aspect o f  t h e  economic move 
towards prosperity in th is province. 

There was, however, one person who I was somewhat 
surprised at, and he is  the general manager of the 
Keystone Agricultural Producers. When he took a critical 
view of our Budget, and it leaves me to wonder whether 
that person is  actual ly going to be running for the 
L iberals next t ime, as rumours have i t ,  or what is  
h a p p e n i n g  over t here .  A s  soon as I heard  t h ose 
comments, I took  the opportun ity of speaking to the  
leaders of  that organizat ion .  The  remarks that the  
general manager of that Keystone organizat ion made 
m ost certain ly do not conform with the comments that 
I heard from the elected leadershi p  of that organizat ion.  

I t  hurt me deeply, having been involved so closely 
with that organizat ion ,  to have criticism come from that 
organization that t here was nothing in th is Budget for 
rural M an itoba. It ind icated very clearly to me, M r. 
Deputy Speaker, that the person had taken a very 
shal low look at our Budget. 

I want to say to you that farmers do not want charity. 
Farmers want to be able to look at an economic c l imate 
that they can themselves make a l iv ing on their own 
farms. They want market opportunit ies. They want 
pr ices for their products. They want to be paid for 
them. They do not want G overnment handouts. For 
the general manager of a farm organ izat ion to stand 
in front of TV cameras and tel l  the rest of the world 
that farmers are demanding a free handout from 
G overnment is  not acceptable. I d o  not accept that as 
a farmer, n o r  do t h e  leaders  of  t h e  Keyst o n e  
organization accept that .  

I want to say to you, and I want to put th is on the 
record, that it is  t ime that the rest of the world recognize 
that the farm community is qu ite pleased and qu ite 
happy to be able to look at an economic turnaround 
and a pr ice turnaround and are  looking forward to a 
good crop. I say to you, the good Lord has let it rain 
this spring and they are pleased with the rain that they 
h ave received . The prospects of a good crop are there. 
I f  the prices hold up, they wil l not need G overnment 
handouts nor Government supports and they do not 
want it. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I have taken maybe too much 
of your time but I h ave appreciated to have been able 
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to speak very briefly about the impacts of the Budget 
that this Government has presented . I have stood here 
and I stand here with pride to be a Member of th is 
Government. I t  p leases me to be able to be invo lved 
in not only putt ing in p lace economic opportunit ies for 
rural Manitoba and the rest of Manitoba but to be able 
to encourage them to stay in  th is province and to raise 
their fami l ies i n  this province because this is  a good 
province. The opportunit ies here are far better than i n  
most others. We need t o  encourage o u r  people to  stay 
here, our young people to stay here, not o n ly by 
ind icat ing economic opportunit ies but by ind icat ing the 
l i festyle that can be had here and the freedom that we 
have here. 

I was honoured to be at a gathering last night where 
the extreme hurt was expressed at what happened i n  
Ch ina. We o n l y  need to reflect on some of t h e  words 
that were said over there to real ize how fortunate we 
are to l ive i n  a province that is  as free as we are and 
has as many benefits as we have to g ive to our young 
people. We should encourage our young people to stay 
here. We should encourage our older people to raise 
their fami l ies here, to keep their fami l ies here because 
this is a good place to l ive. I am proud to be a Member 
of this Government that resides here now. 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns): M r. Deputy 
Speaker, I am pleased to join i n  th is debate on the 
1 989 Budget of the M anitoba Government. 

There have been some very interesting developments 
i n  the last few days around this Budget. Pol it ical 
opportunism of the Conservatives has clearly caused 
them to hold their noses, restrain their natural inst incts 
and br ing i n  a Budget that has some merit ,  some 
sensit ivity to the needs of fami l ies and ind ividuals here 
i n  Manitoba. 

Pol it ical opportunism has also put the Liberals ,  the 
Liberal Opposit ion, the Li beral Leader ( M rs. Carstairs) 
i n  a real pickle. That pol itical opportunism caused those 
Liberals to jump immediately fol lowing the Speech from 
the Throne and dec ide t h at t h i s  was t h e  p erfect 
opportun ity to respond to their lust for power, to seize 
the moment to put a motion of non-confidence before 
this House with little argument for doing so, with l itt le 
basis i n  fact , and to cause this H ouse to devote its 
time to deal ing with that matter of non-confidence. 

N ow, Mr. Deputy Speaker, those Li berals are in, as 
I said ,  a pickle.  They cannot f igure out what to do. 
They have been presented with a Budget that has some 
fairness in  it for fami l ies and ind ividuals, but having 
demonstrated such po l i t ical  opportun ism with the 
Speech f rom the Throne they are not  sure what to do,  
how they should respond to th is Budget. We sti l l  do 
not know exactly what their posit ion wi l l  be. We do not 
know whether they are going to vote in favour of famil ies 
and tax breaks for fami l ies. We do not know whether 
they are going to vote in  favour of a better Manitoba 
because we do not know whether or not pol it ical 
opportunism and that lust for power wil l  rule the d ay. 

Mr. Mark Minenko (Seven Oaks): How about an orgy? 

* ( 1 1 40) 
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Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: M r. Deputy Speaker, the Mem ber 
for Seven Oaks (Mr. M inenko) says, how about an orgy. 
I th ink  there is no quest ion i n  th is  House that what we 
have seen on the part of both the Conservatives and 
the L iberals is  an orgy of in fatuation for pol it ical power. 
The p ower plays and the pol i t ical games that have gone 
on over the last couple of days c learly reveal that what 
is at the top of the agenda for both pol it ical Parties, 
for both old- l ine Parties, i s  a power grab, is  i n  the case 
of the Conservatives, ho ld ing on desperately to that 
very weak position of power, and in  the case of the 
Liberals ,  making the fast m ove and hoping that if  they 
get to the pol ls quick enough ,  the Manitoba pub l ic  wi l l  
not be able to see the true weaknesses and the true 
inconsistencies in  the pol icies of the Liberal Party. 

M aybe it is not just pol it ical  opportunism, M r. Deputy 
Speaker, on the part o f  the L i bera ls .  M ay b e  t h i s  
uncertainty that they are facing now with respect t o  
t h e  provincial Budget i s  n o t  just a quest ion o f  h o w  t o  
carry through on t h i s  p lay that they started o u t  with 
respect to the Speech from the Throne. M aybe it has 
to d o  with the fact that they really do not know how 
to handle a Budget like this because they do not k now 
where they stand, because in actual fact they have 
clearly come out t ime and t ime again in favour  of tax 
breaks for corporations. They have clearly come out 
against the family when it comes to something as serious 
and as devastat ing as the federal clawback.  

They have clearly stood in  the way of progressive 
measures l ike pay equity for all women in our society, 
l ike non-profit qual ity day care for al l  people in our 
society, for al l  fami l ies i n  M an itoba. They have a real 
problem in facing the Man itoba publ ic as they should 
be faced over a document l i ke this. They should be 
forced to come clear with their positions. They should 
let the people of Manitoba know where they come down 
on this question of publ ic expenditures, on this question 
of deficit ,  what size of deficit is appropriate, on  the 
q uest ion of u niversal ity of social programs, and on the 
q uestion of job creation and ful l  employment for al l  
Manitobans. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, we have yet to hear that clear, 
definit ive statement on the part of the L iberals, and 
we would hope that i n  the coming days that wil l  be 
revealed, that this pol it ical Party, the Liberal Party wi l l  
not be so anxious to rush to the pol ls without f i rst, in  
a l l  honesty and fairness to the people of Manitoba, 
lett ing the people of M anitoba, lett ing th is Legislative 
Assembly know where they stand,  what is their pol it ical 
program on al l  of the crit ical issues facing M an itoba. 

The New Democratic Party position has been clear 
early on in  this debate. The position has been clearly 
stated and articulated by our Leader and by a number 
of our col leagues today. I wil l be carrying on with those 
remarks in that posit ion and enunciating our views with 
respect to both this Budget i n  terms of what is  i n  it 
but also in  terms of what is  missing and what we expect 
to hear from th is Conservative Government and how 
we th ink minority Government can actual ly work to the 
benefit of al l  Manitobans. 

The Min ister responsible for Seniors ( M r. Downey), 
among other th ings-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please; order. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: Thank you, M r. Deputy Speaker, 
for br ing ing both the raucous Grits and the raucous 
Tories under control. The orgy obviously continues. 

I was about to say that the Min ister responsible for 
Seniors ( M r. Downey), among other th ings,  q uestioned 
from h is  seat why we were vot ing for this Budget. I 
want to clarify that posit ion and put some ideas on the 
table that I hope he wi l l  be l istening to and, I hope, 
act ing on it .  We do not expect al l  of our  ideas to be 
acted upon by Conservatives, g iven their particular 
idealogical bent, g iven their i nfatuat ion with the free 
m a r k et p l ace.  H owever, I t h i n k  g iven t h e  m i n o ri ty  
G overnment  s i tuat i o n  and g iven the i r  i n terests i n  
preserving their power, however feeble i t  may b e  i n  
Man itoba today, that there wi l l  b e  some sensitivity and 
some wi l l ingness to act on some of our ideas. 

Let me fi rst say that ,  and the Members wi l l  have 
heard this before, for the New Democratic Party and 
for our caucus, obviously we are p leased that th is 
G overnment, however unexpected i t  may be, has come 
through with tax breaks for fami l ies. 

O bviously, we th ink  they could h ave gone further, 
g iven the k ind of i ncrease in revenues they have been 
fortunate enough to experience thanks to the good 
p lanning and good hard work of this Party when it was 
in Government, and thanks to the hard work of people 
l ike Eugene Kostyra who had the abi l ity and the foresight 
to plan on a long-term basis for Manitobans. 

I th ink  i t  is  important to note that the tax break for 
fami l ies worth about $6 1 mi l l ion is a lmost the same 
p romise that the New Democratic Party made to the 
p e o p l e  o f  M a n i t o b a  l ast year. At  t hat t i m e ,  t h e  
C o n servat ives a n d  L i bera ls ,  t h e  o l d - l i n e  Part ies ,  
Tweed ledee and Tweed ledum,  concerned themselves 
- ( I n t e rject i o n )- O h ,  excuse me t h e  L i b er a l s  are 
Tweed ledum and the Conservatives are Tweedledee? 
Oh, excuse me. 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): No, no,  no.  You have sti l l  
g ot it wrong. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: Oh, excuse me. 

Mr. Cowan: The L iberals are Tweed ledumb and the 
Conservatives are Tweedledumber. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: I th ink ,  for the record, M r. Deputy 
S peaker, it is  important to clarify this s imi larity between 
the two Parties. As the Mem ber for Churchi l l  ( M r. 
C ow an ) . has  j u st s a i d ,  it rea l l y  i s  a quest i o n  o f  
Tweed ledumb a n d  Tweed ledumber. 

As I was saying,  whi le these two Parties, the old- l ine 
Part ies,  concerned themselves about a year ago with 
tax breaks for corporations, the New Democratic Party 
was the only Party in Manitoba cal l ing  for tax breaks 
for M an itoba fami l ies. 

Furthermore, it has been put to this Government by 
Mem bers in  the NOP Caucus very p la in ly and simply 
in these few weeks leading up to the Budget that if  
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there were no tax breaks for work ing people and their 
fami l ies, there would have been an election in  Manitoba. 
That is our job in  a minority Government situation and 
that is  how we make minority G overnment work. As I 
said in my comments on the Speech from the Throne, 
one of the m ost d ifficult d evelopments to accept in 
these last few weeks since we came back in  this Session 
has been the fact that there has been so l ittle focus 
on making m inority Government work, on f ind ing ways 
to co-operate, and putt ing aside our pol it ical agendas 
of whatever they may be, but particularly on the part 
of the Tories and the Grits, an agenda of acquir ing 
power, either ho ld ing onto power as long as one can 
or  acquir ing power as soon as one can.  

I n  al l  of that ,  th is  question of effective m inority 
Government has been lost. I t  has been lost i n  this House, 
it has been l ost in  the media ,  it has been lost in publ ic  
commentary more general ly. I th ink  it is t ime that we 
hear from the L iberal Opposit ion what their program 
is, what their policies would be with respect to budgetary 
p lanning for the Province of Manitoba, how they i ntend 
to deal with the d ifficult  situat ions that are at hand that 
we are facing ,  that Manitobans are fac ing,  so that we 
can begin to develop creative proposals and co-operate 
to make a m i nority Government work. 

N ow, M r. Deputy S peaker, having said that the New 
Democratic Party d oes support tax b reaks for fami l ies, 
which is  the basis for our support for this part icular 
Budget, let me enunciate a n u m ber of very serious 
concerns, very strong reservations that Mem bers of 
the New Democratic Party have with respect to the 
present Government,  to the Conservative Government,  
and why we wi l l  continue to raise those concerns in  
th is  context of minority Government w i th  the hope that 
some movement may occur with respect to those 
concerns. 

Let me f irst say that one of the crit ical q uest ions to 
be asked with respect to any Government of the Day, 
but particularly with th is G overnment g iven the fact 
that it was forced through minority Government to bring 
forward a Budget that ensured tax breaks for famil ies, 
how they intend to back u p  that move of tax breaks 
for fam i l i e s  w i t h  far-reac h i n g  p o l i c i es w i t h  a 
comprehensive program to deal with the very serious 
situation fac ing fami l ies and communit ies everywhere 
in M anitoba. Do their pol icies, in general, back up  that 
in i t iat ive? Is there someth ing more to the in i t iative of 
th is  Government to g ive a tax break to fami l ies than 
simply pol it ical manoeuvrin g ?  

* ( 1 1 50)  

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): A g ood quest ion.  

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: The Member for Fort  Rouge ( M r. 
Carr) has just said that is a good quest ion.  Yes, M r. 
Deputy  S pe a ke r, t hat is a g o o d  q u e s t i o n  for  t h e  
Members o f  t h e  Conservative Government t o  answer, 
and that is a very good question for Members of the 
L iberal Opposit ion to answer, because as I have just 
said ,  we are not sure where the Li berals are coming 
from with respect to th is Budget. We are not sure how 
t hey i ntend to respond to the economic cr is is facing 
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this province. The position of the New Democratic Party 
h a s  cert a i n l y  been c lear ly  state d ,  a n d  I w i l l  b e  
e n u n c i a t i n g  aspects of t h at p o l icy t h r o u g h o u t  my 
remarks. 

The q u est i o n  to  be asked by everyone in t h i s  
Leg i s l at u re a n d  i s  b e i n g  asked by  M a n i t o b a n s  
everywhere i s ,  really if this Government i s  s o  concerned 
about fami l ies, about future generations, about ensuring 
equal ity for women, about healthy communit ies where 
al l  minorit ies are respected , about self-development 
models for our aborig inal community, then what are 
the pol icies? What are the signs? What are the s ignals? 
What are the ind icators of that kind of pol icy? I am 
afraid ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, we have seen very l itt le by 
way of ind icat ion ,  by way of signals even that th is 
Government is really serious about the b igger picture ,  
that it has  more than  s imply a very Pavlovian response 
to the current pol it ical situat ion.  

The second quest ion is  to ask how does th is Budget 
or th is particular aspect of the Budget, this tax break 
for fami l ies jibe with past actions? I am afraid we, as 
I h ave s a i d  a n d  o t h e r  M e m bers of my caucus ,  
particularly the Member for Church i l l  ( M r. Cowan) has 
said ,  there is very l itt le resonance to this Budget when 
it is  put i n  that context. We juxtaposed this tax b reak 
for families against a reduction in services for the 
unemployed here in  Man itoba. We have to juxtapose 
it against cutbacks of the Unemployed Self Help Centre. 

We are faced with a fai lure, a refusal on the part of 
this Government to move forward with respect to pay 
equity for al l  women . We are faced with a Government 
that has worked very d i l igently at erod ing the best chi ld 
care system i n  th is country. We have seen cutbacks to 
our occupational health efforts i n  th is province. We 
have seen cutbacks with respect to labour educat ion.  
The situation with respect to home care has been 
enunciated very clearly. The s imi larity again of the two 
Parties has become very apparent with respect to 
moving away from universal programs for al l  cit izens 
of our province, but particularly for seniors in th is 
province and most specifically i n  the North End of the 
City of Winnipeg . 

M r. Deputy Speaker, the facts of the past record of 
th is G overnment, the actions that th is Government has 1 
taken over the past year do not j i be, are not consistent 
with a particular aspect of this Budget that will actual ly 
ensure some fairness, some greater fairness for fami l ies 
and working people in the Province of Manitoba. 

The t h i rd q uest i o n  that must be asked by t h i s  
Government a n d  they must come t o  grips with is what 
is their long-term plan? How do they intend to deal 
with some very crit ical problems in  our society? Is there 
someth ing more than an ad hoe, sporadic, p iecemeal 
approach to the problems of the day, to the serious 
issues that Manitobans are raising every day and 
bringing to the attention to Members of this Legislature? 

The sad part about this Budget, and it is regrettable 
that power d id not move this Government to the point 
where they actual ly thought in  these terms, is that this 
B u d get d oe s  not set for th  an eco n o m i c  p l a n  for  
Manitoba. 

Mr. Carr: Why are you voting for it? 
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Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: There is no strategy, M r. Deputy 
S peaker, to create or secure jobs. Again, the Mem ber 
for Fort Rouge ( M r. Carr) says, why are we vot ing for 
th is? Again ,  as I have said in the past, the options are 
to support some measures. The options are, g iven the 
very low expectat ions we al l  start with when it comes 
to the Conservative Government, to vote for a Budget 
that ensures some fairness, immediate fairness for 
work ing fami l ies, or to fol low the Li beral course of 
actio n ,  this lust for power, and try to defeat th is 
G overnment, end up  i n  an elect ion with the r isk of 
elect ing a Li beral G overnment when they have no 
p rogram, no strategy, no ind icat ion of how they i ntend 
to deal with the economic problems of the day. 

There has not been any k ind of strategy that has 
been presented to this House. N ow maybe they are 
keeping it hidden away in  dark places and behind locked 
d oors but,  M r. Deputy Speaker, they have not brought 
forward at any point their strategy, their i n dustrial 
strategy, their job creat ion strategy, their employment 
strategy, their strategy of social services, community 
services and family services for the people of M anitoba. 

So, M r. Deputy Speaker, we then have the choice 
between a right-wing Government that has been moved 
by a power to actual ly br ing in something half  decent 
by way of tax breaks for fami l ies versus nothing,  no 
p rogram from the L iberal Opposit ion,  but instead all 
the signs, al l  the signals and al l  the ind icat ions that 
t hey are i n  fact as right wing and as mean spirited and 
as cold hearted as the Conservatives here to my left. 

As I said ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, what is missing from 
t h is Budget and what is  m issing from the ongoing work 
of the Government of the Day is that kind of long-term 
plan around the economy, around employment, around 
measures to deal with the negative impact of the 
Canada- U . S .  Free Trade Agreement .  There i s  n o  
strategy i n  th is Budget t o  create or  secure jobs for the 
g rowing number of M anitobans laid off ,  as p lants l ike 
Ogi lvies, L iptons and Mars Leisure Products closed 
their  door. 

As I just h inted at earl ier, on the one hand we are 
1 faced with from the Conservatives no strategy; on the 

other hand,  from the Liberals, a refusal to m ove on 
any progressive legislation to deal with these k inds of 
situations such as progressive and respons ib le plant
closure legislat ion.  

So, M r. Deputy Speaker, there are serious concerns 
o n  that front .  The economy is on ly but one of those 
fronts. There are many other areas that requ i re some 
long-term planning and some serious thought.  I th ink  
that the area that comes most qu ick ly  to mind from 
my perspective is the very absence on the part of th is 
Government to do something meaningfu l ,  to present 
someth ing meaningful by way of a pol icy on the family 
and on the changing needs of the fami ly. 

I am very w o r r i e d  t h at t h i s  G over n m e n t  i s  so 
preoccupied with window dressing, with putt ing in  place 
new structures, with changing names of departments, 
with trying to put a good slant on the area but without 
doing anyth ing real or meaningfu l .  Now we saw it in 
the past with seniors, and the Government of the Day 
came forward a year ago with an announcement that 
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it was establ ishing a Seniors Directorate. To date, there 
has been no serious movement in  terms of dealing with 
the serious issues that seniors are br ing ing to the 
attention of al l  of us. 

N ow in  this Budget, we hear that this Government 
is so concerned about the fami ly that i t  is  chang ing 
the n ame of the Department of Community Services 
to Fami ly Services. Has there been a s ingle change 
with in  that department to reflect the needs of the family? 
H as there been an additional pol icy research and 
p lanning capacity added to the department to deal with 
family pol icy issues? Has there been any sign ificant 
m ovement to advance steadfastly forward with respect 
to chi ld care? Has there been any attempt to deal with 
the serious i ssues and problems facing our Child and 
Fam i l y  Serv ice Agenc ies?  Has t h e re been any  
comprehensive strategy deal ing w i th  abuse with in  the 
fam i ly, whether it be the serious situation of battered 
women or the issues of chi ld physical and sexual abuse? 

* ( 1 200) 

No, M r. Deputy Speaker, we have seen n o  change 
in pol icy, no even concepts brought to our attention.  
I nstead , as the Member for Church i l l  (Mr. Cowan) has 
cont inual ly said ,  what have we got? New letterhead . 

Mr. Cowan: A new name on the door. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: A new name on the door and new 
letterhead . M r. Deputy Speaker, enough is  enough .  We 
a l l  know that the family is  under crisis. The fami ly is 
u nder attack by the federal Government,  although I 
am sure we are not going to hear any kind of resounding 
support for that statement from the Liberals, g iven the 
statements by their Leader for support for the federal 
c lawback.  Instead of supports for the family coming 
forward from this province in  the face of external factors, 
we have seen s imi lar k inds of attitudes coming to the 
surface here in  Manitoba, and simi lar pol icies p lacing 
the family under greater cris is.  

I th ink the Budget should be the p lace for enunciating 
the new d i rections with respect to the family pol icy. We 
d i d  not hear it in the Speech from the Throne. We now 
do not hear it in the Budget. We do not know i f  there 
is  anything behind a change in  name. Presumably, there 
is nothing behind that change in name. In fact , today 
the answers of the M i n ister of Fami ly Services ( M rs. 
Oleson) when it came to the issue of the Fami ly 
A l lowance clawback,  clearly revealed n ot only d oes this 
G overnment not have a pol icy with respect to famil ies 
and improving qual ity of l ife with in  the fami ly, but i t  
also is a partner i n  p lacing the fami ly u nder greater 
crisis and expect ing the family to deal ,  in a� personal 
way, with the looming economic crisis, expect ing the 
family to shoulder the burden. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, when asked what the position 
of th is Government was with respect to the Fami ly  
A l lowance clawback,  which al l  Mem bers should know 
is  dangerous on one courit because it total ly d isbands 
a u n i versal  program,  but  on the other  h a n d  and 
n otwithstanding the el imination of the u n iversal ity of 
this program, it wi l l  affect a great num ber of Canadian 
fami l ies, many more fami l ies and ind iv iduals than the 
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M i n ister of Fami l y  Services ( M rs.  O leson)  actua l l y  
understands the  situation to be .  She has  clearly not 
i nformed herself about the impact of th is budgetary 
in i t iative on the part of the federal Government. She 
is  not aware that i n  very short order, alm ost a th i rd of  
Canadian fami l ies wi l l  be negatively impacted by th is  
c lawback of Fami ly  A l lowances and wi l l  be paying 1 00 
percent back of the Fami ly  A l lowance program. 

That is u n accept a b l e  i n  the m i n d s  of  the N e w  
Democratic Party. It  is unacceptable to see such a n  
important un iversal program come to an end.  I t  i s  
u nacceptab le  t h at w h i l e  corporat i o n s  a r e  gett i n g  
tremendous tax breaks, through t h e  tax exemption of 
$ 1 00,000 on capital gains, through a d ividend tax credit,  
which al lows people making dividend income to not 
pay taxes on a l l  of that income. I t  is  not acceptable 
that is  occurring whi le fami l ies earning over $56,500 
wi l l  have 1 00 percent of their  family a l lowances clawed 
back as soon as the Mu l roney G overnment gets the 
Budget passed and al l  of these provis ions under way. 

M r. Deputy  S pe a ke r, t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  New 
Democratic Party is  clear. I t  has a lways been c lear. Our  
bel ief i n  u niversal programs, important u n iversal social 
programs l ike Fami ly A l lowances, l ike pensions and 
l i ke child care, are no secret . The regrettable situat ion 
here i n  Manitoba is  not only d o  we have a Government 
and a M i nister who does not ,  f irst of al l ,  understand 
the issues, and secondly d oes not real ly care, is not 
prepared to stand u p  to Ottawa, to M r. Wilson and say, 
th is  is not acceptable and to try to exert some pressure 
on that Govern ment to change its m ind .  Equally of 
concern in  this province is  that the Liberal Opposit ion ,  
the Manitoba L iberal Party is  apparently not concerned 
a lso  about  t h i s  c l awbac k .  I t h i n k  the reports are 
n umerous on this issue. 

I refer specifically to an art ic le of M ay 9 i n  the Selk irk 
Journal where the Leader of the L iberal Party ( M rs.  
Carstairs) ind icated that she does not,  " Find a lot of 
fau l t  w i th  t h e  G over n m e n t ' s  c l aw b ack  on Canada 
Pension and  Family Al lowance benefits to upper-income 
Canadians. ' '  

N ow, M r. Deputy S peaker, i t  is  real ly  regrettable that 
i n  th is k ind of situat ion where the fami ly is under crisis 
and u nder attack l ike i t  has never been before under 
attack ,  that there is  so l itt le effort on the part of the 
old- l ine Parties to put any kind of pressure on Ottawa 
to do anyth ing on behalf of fami l ies, to do anything o n  
behalf of working  women, to do anyth ing on behalf o f  
ch i ldren i n  the Province o f  M anitoba. That is a crying 
shame.- ( In terject ion)- I keep hearing the Mem ber for  
Fort  Rouge ( M r. Carr )  making a lot of comments. I am 
not sure what the last comment was but I would ask ,  
through you, M r. Deputy Speaker, to ask the Li beral 
Opposit ion to come forward with a clear statement on 
their position with respect to  Fami ly  Al lowances. Let 
u s  hear h ow they feel about th is  k i nd of clawback . Let 
us  hear how they feel about the end of an h istoric 
program that entrenches the pr incip les of un iversal ity. 
Let us hear how they feel about al l  seniors in th is  
country. Actual ly-

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: M r. Deputy Speaker, I wi l l  try to 
carry on despite the orgy that is  going on around me-
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does not care about, as I was saying with respect to 
the Liberal Party, the fact that this clawback on pensions 
wil l i n  effect have an impact on a l l  pensioners in th is  
country i n  very short order. Some of the Members of  
the L iberal Party, at least i n  Ottawa, seem to h ave at 
least pub l ic ly expressed some reservations with th is 
clawback. I would hope that Members of the Li beral 
Party here in  Manitoba would analyze their posit ion 
and come forward with a meaningfu l  approach to this 
very serious problem. 

M r. Deputy Speaker -(Interjection)- the comments just 
now by the Min ister of Natural Resources ( M r. Enns) 
that we are a r ight-wing Government going i n  left-wing 
c ircles probably sums it  up best and actual ly is a good 
introduction for the comments that I was about to make 
with respect to another aspect of the Budget and of 
the d i rect ions being enunciated by the Government of 
the Day. I h inted at them in  my remarks to the S peech 
from the Throne but I would l ike to elaborate just a 
bit .  

The fi rst is  the in fatuation of this Government , l ike 
its counterpart i n  Ottawa, with the free marketplace. 
It  is clear, every analysis of the federal Budget is  that 
it is a Budget for Bay Street. Furthermore, M r. Deputy 
Speaker, it is  unequivocally clear that it is also a Budget 
for Wal l  Street in New York. 

This free trade Budget ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, i n  th is 
i n fat u a t i o n  with the Free Trade A g ree m e n t ,  t h i s  
infatuation with t h e  free marketplace has meant that 
the unemployed have had to suffer. I t  has meant that 
the burden has been placed on the shoulders of 
Canadian fami l ies. It has meant that women have been 
set back in  their struggle for equal ity by a considerable 
d istance. It has meant that the weak and vulnerable 
i n  our  society are being left i n  positions of weakness 
and vulnerabi l ity whi le th is i nfatuation carries on ,  wh i le 
th is orgy of i nfatuation with the free marketplace 
preoccupies the th ink ing of the federal Government. 

Unfortunately, we know that k ind of th ink ing real ly 
i s  the bott o m - l i n e  p o s i t i o n  of  the C o n servat ive 
Government of the Day. I t  is what is below the surface, 
i f  one el iminates the decision to move in a progressive 
way on tax breaks for famil ies, because of the pol it ical 
c l imate of the day. M r. Deputy Speaker, that is  what 
is worrisome. That is  what we are start ing to see show 
up  in  very subtle, i n  very qu iet ways. The big publ ic  
announcements r ight now of course are with respect 
to any move for fairness of fami l ies in Man itoba. 

* ( 1 2 10 )  

The  dangerous part about th is  Budget and  about 
th is  Government is that below the surface and h idden 
away in  d ifferent statements and in  d i fferent in i t iat ives 
is a very right-wing agenda, an agenda that does attack, 
t h at p u t s  b l a m e  on the u n e m p loyed for  t h e i r  
p redicament, that erodes t h e  gains made b y  women 
in their struggle for equal ity, that does not recogn ize 
the needs of our mult icultural communities here in 
Manitoba. M r. Deputy Speaker, i f  t ime would perm it ,  
it would be possible to come up  with an example for 
every single one of those moves on the part of the 
Conservative Government to not respect the needs that 
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Manitoba fami l ies and ind ividuals have enunciated to 
th is Government. 

The other crit ical and dangerous part about th is 
Budget and this Government is that i t  shows the same 
k ind  of contempt for the democratic process that the 
federal Mulroney Government has clearly demonstrated. 
It  has shown the kind of contempt for democracy that 
has been u nprecedented in the h istory of Canadian 
pol i t ics. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, one only has to point to a 
Government in Ottawa that can promise one th ing 
dur ing an elect ion ,  not only promise i t  once dur ing the 
election but promise it many t imes over i n  that period 
and before that i n  elections predating that particular 
elect ion,  and turn around and decide that i t  is just not 
moving, just not addressing those concerns. I bel ieve 
that the decision by the Mulroney Government to decide 
not to move one iota on the national day care program 
after promising it i n  1 984, 1 985,  1 986, 1 987,  1 988 and 
then has the gal l  to turn around and say i n  1 989,  we 
are sorry, we are not moving on the national day care 
plan, is a perfect example of how contemptuous the 
federal Conservative Government views the pol i t ical 
p rocess. 

( M r. Speaker in the Chair. )  

I n  fact , it has been said better by other i n d ividuals, 
most recently by Stephen Lewis on h is  recent visit to 
Manitoba when he said Conservatives do not l ie,  they 
just do not tel l  the truth. M r. Speaker, I th ink  that is 
the k ind of contempt for the process that is causing 
Manitobans to be very concerned . It  is causing women's 
g roups, ethnocu ltural g roups, Native g roups, human 
r ights groups, chi ld care advocates, those provid ing 
services for  the unemployed , every progressive force 
in our society to be very worried and very concerned . 
U nfortunately, we have seen those tendencies, that 
contempt for the process, we have seen that those 
tendencies are a l ive and well in the Government of the 
Day. 

M r. Speaker, let me refer to a few examples and 
perhaps we wi l l  get the attention back of Members of 
the Conservative Government. Let us look at the k ind 
of contempt for  the pol it ical process that is  shown up  
here  in  Manitoba, fi rst by point ing to the Women's 
I n it iative. This Government has no po l icies, i t  has no 
idea wi th  respect to the issues that women have been 
raising for years, it has no program . So to deal with 
that lack of commitment for a program to ach ieve 
g reater equal ity for women in Manitoba society, it 
announces a study. I t  announces a consultation that 
somehow manages to get stretched out for five months 
and then , upon completion of that process, presents 
a selected n u m ber of recommendations from that 
consultat ion process. 

-( I nterject ion)- I th ink I have got another- releases 
a se lected set of reco m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  t h at 
consultat ion process without any explanation for those 
recommendations it has very del iberately ignored and 
just total ly avoided. 

When q uestioned, where is  the plan of act ion,  the 
M i n ister of Family Services ( M rs. Oleson) says it was 
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g iven ,  when in fact-and I can read from her own press 
release, and then the p ress release of the new Min ister 
responsible for the Status of Women (Mrs. Hammond)
the plan of act ion would be announced in  a month. 
The month goes by and we are told to wait for the 
Budget. The Budget goes by and we are told,  wel l ,  wait 
another month, wait a month or  so, wait for Est imates. 
The stal l ing  tactics are agonizing. 

The approach to women 's issues i n  th is  province is  
pa infu l  on  the part  of the Conservative Government. 
There has been no respect for the serious participation 
by women i n  the pol it ical process over the years and 
particularly over the last number of months. I would 
h ope that this Government would not embark upon 
the kind of b latant contempt for the pol it ical process 
that we have seen by the Mu l roney Government by, 
for example,  decid ing del iberately not to meet with the 
most important, most effective, m ost representative 
umbrel la group for women' s  issues anywhere in  the 
country, to total ly ignore that organizat ion and then to 
del iberately s ing le it out for  a 50 percent cut  because 
i t  has chosen to speak out on behalf of women. That 
is to me the utmost cynical example of cynical view of 
the pol it ical process that we have seen anywhere i n  
t h i s  country. 

The l ist goes on ,  M r. Speaker, when it comes to the 
Mu l roney Government. We are starting to see the signs 
of i t  here in  Manitoba. I say that trend must stop, that 
th is  Government must start to take seriously the work 
of the Manitoba Advisory Counci l  on  the Status of 
Women, of the Manitoba Chi ld  Care Association, of 
the Manitoba Community Living,  all of those groups 
who have come forward and said we have not been 
consulted , we have not been l istened to, we do not 
know what your plans are, we do not know what your 
pol icies are, we want to have a say and we want to 
know what your framework for Government i s  so that 
we can respond appropriately. We do not expect the 
Conservative Government to be all encompassing.  I n  
fact we h ave very few expectat i o n s  t h at t h i s  
Gov�rnment wi l l  move very q uickly and very seriously 
on issues of inequities in  our society. 

The record speaks that the opposite is the case. 
M anitobans everywhere are saying,  let us know how 
far you are prepared to go, how much you are p repared 
to spend,  where are you planning to take these issues 
i n  t h e  n ext n u m be r  of  years so t hat we can be 
meaningful  players in th is system, so that we do not 
have to seek ways to go around the pol it ical process, 
so that we can someday hope to ach ieve true equal ity 
in al l  aspects of our l ives. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. The Honourable Member's 
t ime has expired. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Mr. Speaker, it is  a privi lege to have 
th is opportun ity to say a few words on the Throne 
Speech.  I am a l ittle sorry that I am only going !o hav� 
1 2  or 1 5  minutes th is morning.  It may be a l ittle bit 
d ifficu lt to get warmed up in  that period of t ime. I have 
to reflect on some of the comments that were made 
by my good friend, the Mem ber for Lakeside (Mr. Enns), 
when he spoke the other day. One could p_erhaps 
quest ion some of the relevance of the comments that 
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he made, and I hope that he wi l l  not take me to task 
for that this morning.  

Last n ight ,  M r. Speaker, when I went home and sat 
d own and watched the nat ional  news, the first th ing 
that came on was the situation i n  China.  That was 
fol lowed by the situation in I ran,  and then fol lowed by 
the situation in Poland. As I watched those th ings,  it 
just brought back to my mind ,  thank God I l ive i n  
Canada, thank G o d  I l ive in  Manitoba. 

I have been a resident of th is province for more than 
30 years now and I take some exception to the Members 
opposite when they say it is all doom and g loom.  I am 
an opt imist, M r. Speaker. I am qu ite happy to l ive in  
th is  province. Th is  p rovince h as a tremendous future. 
The only th ing I am saying is  that there is a better way 
to  d o  some of these th ings-there is a better way. 

We have watched a situat ion i n  th is province for s ix
and-a-half years, M r. Speaker, where we have been 
faced with a social ist Government. The only reason 
that social ists have been able to survive is they have 
a lways been fortunate enough to have one messiah .  
You had J .S.  Woodsworth came a long,  and then you 
h ad Caldwel l ,  and then you had Tommy Douglas and 
t hen you had David Lewis. The problem they have at 
the p resent t ime is there are no more messiahs on the 
. . . anywhere. They are a spent force and i f  we are 
fortunate, they will be gone and they can rest in peace, 
and so can we if they are gone.  

I was one of those u nfortunate ones who was i n  the 
Prov ince of Saskatchewan when we had t h e  box 
factories and the shoe factories and the move towards 
col lective farms. All I can say, and I have spoken on 
t h i s  m a n y  t i m e s ,  t he re s h o u l d  be o n e  p r o v i n c i a l  
G overnment in  t h i s  province that has a social istic 
G overnment so that the rest can see how bad it could 
possib ly be. 

The problem today, M r. S peaker, is  Manitoba has 
had its turn, but n o  other p rovince wants to stand up 
and take theirs. Everyone has watched it long enough 
to say social ism is  dead and gone. I hope that we do 
not have to put u p  wi th  it again i n  the future at  any 
t ime.  G od help us if  we are ever faced wi th  a national 
social ist Government.  

* ( 1 220) 

I t  is very clear from my comments, I am sure, where 
I stand in  terms of the right-left spectrum. If  I have to 
make a choice, I have to be closer to the group that 
are over t h e re t h a n  to t h i s  g r o u p  here ,  because 
ind ividual ly I can stand the social ists, but when you 
put the whole group together the word scary, scary, 
scary, comes up every t ime. I could not tolerate that 
sort of a situat ion .  

Then the quest ion real ly becomes, if  I am that r ight 
wing,  why can I not support th is document? I cannot 
support th is d ocument and neither can my col leagues. 
We are not going to support that document and the 
quest ion comes, why would you not support that 
d o c u m e n t ?  The t h i n g  i s  t h at you c a n n o t  t a k e  a 
document l i ke th is in isolat ion .  I guess what happens 
to me is I have to revert back to my background as 
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an o ld professor. I th ink  one of the colleagues across 
said I had been at i t  for a long,  long time. You can be 
at it a long time and not necessarily be o ld ,  and I feel 
very rejuvenated today by having the opportunity to 
get up and speak against this f lawed document. 

An Honourable Member: Let us hear another good 
quest ion ,  Laurie. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: You sit around and you wi l l  wait and 
we will have some good questions, the Member for 
Concordia (Mr. Doer). The problem that you have is 
you have to look at the record of the Government, and 
this G overnment now has a record. I t  has been in 
Government for a year. The previous year, it d id not 
have that record . I t  was there with a situat ion where 
you could deal with their promises. This is why, and I 
am n ot going to deal with th is specifically at the 
beg inn ing .  I am not even going to deal with the Throne 
Speech of 1 989 at the beginn ing .  I am going to go 
back a l itt le b i t  further and deal w i th  the Throne Speech 
of 1 988, because this is where the promises were made. 
This is  where the record has to be looked at as to 
whether or  not they have done anyth ing with the plans 
they had to beg i n  with.  

I wi l l  look at the fi rst one and I have picked out about 
20,  because I do not want to be accused of select ively 
taking a few th ings out of here, so I am going to pick 
out about 20 of them. The f i rst one says: "Action wi l l  
be taken to  p reserve and e n h ance the  M e d icare 
system."  Tremendous, the f irst th ing we had was the 
f iasco with the psychiatrists. They were in  Selk irk ,  they 
were in Brandon,  you sh ipped them back and forth .  
We have had al l  of these situations here in  Manitoba 
where you have had longer l i nes wait ing for card iac 
care. You have had situations where there are no beds 
available for the chronic. You have had a situation where 
the M in ister has become a master of crisis management. 
The only problem he has is  he is always one or two 
crises beh ind .  He is always one or two crises behind .  
So for  someone to te l l  me that Medicare has been 
enhanced and is better than it was when they came 
i n ,  I cannot buy that argument. 

Their cred ib i l ity is not there. I f  you are going to talk 
about the level of cred i bi l ity, you can on ly put it i n  one 
or two contexts, either it is  an A, B,  C,  D,  or E or it 
is out of a percentage of 1 00 .  I f  I take a look at the 
enhancement of Medicare, it has to be below 50 
percent. There is no improvement in  what has happened 
since we were faced with the socialists and what is 
happening in  the medical situation today. 

If you move on to the next one, No.  2: " I n it iatives 
wi l l  be presented to meet the chal lenges of educat ing 
and train ing Manitobans at al l  levels from basic l iteracy 
to post-graduate studies." What has been done in terms 
of improving the literacy in  this province? Not one thing.  
There has been l i p-service given to i t ,  but there has 
not been one th ing that you can ident ify as a move in 
the d i rection of improving the level of l iteracy in th is  
province. 

We have had a northern tour. We have had a situation 
where we had a town hal l  meet ing in north Win n ipeg. 
Practically every one of the briefs that was brought to 
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o u r  att e n t i o n  was based on t h e  d ef i c i e n c i e s  i n  
educat ion.  

What are they doing? You have a Sisler H igh School 
that does not k now how it can possibly accommodate 
the students that are going to be channel led into it th is 
fal l .  You have other schools i n  the North End of th is 
city that do not know where they are going to house 
thei r students in  the fal l  of this year. They are looking 
for relocatables. You can say that is  because of the 
social ists, but you have been in  th is province doing 
this thing for a year and there is no sign of improvement. 
Your  credi b i l ity is  not being establ ished. 

It is the same th ing at the un iversity. That is a p lace 
I have qu ite a bit of fami l iarity with.  I know the Min ister 
of Education ( M r. Derkach) has toured that un iversity. 
You can f ind situations where there are bu i ld ings which 
are virtually fall ing down. I n  other words, we have moved 
from a situation a decade or 1 5  years ago when we 
were identified as having one of the leading educational 
i nst itutions in  western Canada.  We do not have that 
anymore, M r. Speaker, so their credib i l ity in the field 
of education is  not there. 

H ow in  the world can I stand up and say, yes, I wi l l  
support th is ,  when you have lost your cred ib i l ity? This 
i s  an isolated document. I f  I could look at it alone, then 
one could probably say, yes, there are some pros and 
cons and it might come out somewhere that you can 
support i t .  

The th i rd one that I want to address is that services 
to the d isadvantaged , that "our vulnerable M an itoba�s 
wil l be protected and enhanced . "  Yesterday, we had a 
delegation from the Manitoba League of the Physically 
Hand icapped and we asked them specific questions. 
I s  your situat ion better than it was last year or the year 
before? They said unequivocably, no, access is not 
better, housing is not better. The faci l it ies that are 
avai lable to them are not better, so here again there 
is no evidence that anyth ing is improved in the period 
of time since you took over. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to go through these items 
one at a time and I hope to do so very quick ly because 
there are a lot of them here. 

The next one I want to address, M r. Speaker, is i n  
here and I am going to read it out .  " M ult i-year Budgets 
wi l l  become a feature of the annual Budget process ."  
To me ,  "mult i" is barely two. " Mult i" to  me is something 
in  excess of two, and what d id  we get in  the past 
Budget? A paragraph that dealt very shal lowly with 
what might occur in  the future. " M u lt i"  means a lot 
more than deal ing with one year and a l i ttle bit of a 
single statement as to what is going on in the next one. 
That to me does not qual ify as "mult i . "  

T h e  n ext o n e  i s :  " M y  G over n m e n t  c o n t a i n s  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fewer M i n is ters  t h a n  p r e v i o u s  
ad min istrations. My Government w i l l  be more efficient 
w h i l e  cont i n u i ng to de l iver i m portant  servi ces to 
Manitobans. " Here you have a situat ion,  you started 
off with a smaller number, you have added two, but 
you did not drop anybody. I do not want to single out 
anybody but I have to assume that you have some 
M i n isters now who have a desk, a potted plant and a 
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pot of water. What else do they have to do? The 
ef f ic iency of  G over n m e n t  is n ot i m provi n g .  You r  
cred ib i l ity would have been a l o t  greater if you had 
added two and took two off the bottom. 

Hon. Harry Enns (Lakeside): . . .  coffee machi nes. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I am sure that the Member for 
Lakeside ( M r. Enns) needs a coffee machine because 
I see h im qu ite often attempting to chew at the end 
of a cigarette. Sometimes a coffee and a cigarette go 
together. 

The other one that I want to touch on,  M r. Speaker, 
a n d  I w i l l  q u ote agai n :  " Reform of t h e  Wo rkers 
Compensation system wi l l  ensure that the needs of  
workers of the Province of Manitoba are p rotected by 
a f i n an c i a l l y  s t a b l e  a n d  a d m i n is t rat ive ly  sou n d  
compensat ion system. ' '  

We know that there are some attempts being made 
to upgrade the Workers Compensat ion,  but everyone 
on th is  side of the House, without a doubt,  wi l l  tell you 
that we are gett ing more and more cal ls coming in 
from people who are d issatisfied with the Workers 
Compensation Board . Whi le attempts may be made to 
improve it, the rate of improvement is so slow that it 
is imperceivable. Here again the words were good but 
there is  no action . 

M r. Speaker, we have had every board practically 
that is i n  this Government having been totally changed . 
The other th ing that we have had is committees. We 
h ave had forums. We h ave had advisory counci ls.  We 
have run out of names to talk about the same th ing 
in th is province, but the number of committees that 
h ave been developed in th is province are tremendous. 

There is noth ing wrong with a committee if the 
committee, f i rst of al l ,  has a mandate and a t ime frame, 
but when the committee is open-ended the l i kel ihood 
of that committee doing anything in  a reasonable t ime 
frame is practical ly n i l .  

I have sat on many of  these committees and many 
of those committees-a committee is  not an answer. 
A committee frequently is something that you develop 
when you do  not know what you want to do  and you 
want to buy a l ittle t ime. I t  is a blank process of 
procrast ination is what the average committee is,  and 
I am gett ing a l ittle bit fed up .  

Here you have a Government that sat i n  Opposition 
for six and a half years and they are sti l l  developing 
committees. I can guarantee my col leagues and I ,  i f  
we are u nfortunate enough to sit i n  Opposit ion for six 
and a half years, i f  and when we form the Government, 
we wil l be ready to rol l .  We are not going to let -
( I naudible)- al l  the rest of it ,  Mr. Speaker. 

I realize that my t ime is up .  I wi l l  just keep going on 
Monday if I may, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. I am interrupting the 
proceedings of the House accord ing to the rules. When 
this matter is  again before the H ouse, the Honourable 
Mem ber wil l have 28 minutes remaining.  

The h o u r  b e i n g  1 2 : 30 p . m . ,  t h i s  H o u se is  now 
a d j o u r n e d  a n d  stan d s  a d j o u rned u n t i l  1 : 3 0  p . m .  
( M onday). 




