
LEGISLATIVE ASSEM B LY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, 22 J une, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Present ing Peti-
tions . Read i n g  and Recei v i n g  Petit ions . . .  

PRESENTIN G  REPORTS BY 
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member  for R iver 
East. 

M R .  P. EYLER: M r. S peaker, I beg to present the t h i rd 
r e p o rt o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i tt e e  o n  law 
Amendments. 

MR. ACTING CLERK, G.  Mackintosh: Your Commit
tee met on Thursday, J u n e  17 and Tuesday, J un e  22, 
1982 and heard representat ions with respect to the 
B i l ls before the Committee as fol l ows: 

B i l l  ( N o. 15) - An Act to amend The Marital  Property 
Act. 

Ms Georgia Cordes - Y.W.C.A. 
Ms J i l l  O l iver - Mani toba Association for R i g hts 

and L i berties 
M r. A. L.  C learwater - Private C itizen 
M rs. Lauranne Dowbigg in  - N OP Status of Women 
M rs. Beth Kroll  - Congress of Canadian Women, 

W i n n i peg Chapter 
Ms Jennifer Cooper - Mani toba Association of 

Women and the Law 
Ms Bernice S isler - Private C itizen 
Mr.  Murray S m ith - Private C it izen 
M r. Sam Malamud- Family Law Subsection ,  Mani

toba Branch of the Canadian Bar Association 
Mr.  K.G .  Houston - Private Cit izen  

B i l l  ( N o. 22)  - Loi  sur  la  Fondation manitobaine des 
loteries. The Manitoba Lotteries Foundat ion  Act. 

M r. George F raser - Private C itizen 
M r. S idney G reen - B ingo E nterprises Ltd. 
Mr.  Walter Kucharczyk - Pr ivate C it izen 

B i l l  (No. 26) - An Act to amend the H u m a n  R i g hts 
Act. 

Ms Tanis Cohen - Manitoba Association for R i g hts 
and L i berties 

You r  Committee has considered: 

B i l l  (No .  28) - An Act to amend Various Acts relatin g  
t o  Courts o f  the Province. 

B i l l  ( No. 42) - An Act to amend The Education 
Adm i n istrat ion Act. Loi modif iant la  Loi sur !'adm i n is
tration scolaire. 

B i l l  ( No. 47) - An Act to amend The Fisheries Act. 
A n d  has  a g reed to r e p o rt t h e  same w i t h o u t  

amendment. 
Your Comm ittee has also considered: 

B i l l  ( N o. 1 5) - An Act to a m e n d  T h e  Mar i ta l  

Property Act. 
B i l l  ( No. 22) - Loi  sur  la Fondation manitobaine des 

loteries. The Manitoba Lotteries Foundat ion Act. 
B i l l  (No .  26) - An Act to amend The H uman R ig hts 

Act. 
B i l l  ( N o. 37) - Loi  sur  le Consei l  de la recherche 

medicale du Manitoba. The Manitoba Health Research 
Counci l  Act. 

And has agreed to report the same with certain 
amendments. 

All of which is respectful ly submitted. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for R iver 
East. 

MR. P. EYLER: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Member for R ie l  that the report of the Committee be 
received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. P. EYLER: Mr. S peaker, I beg to p resent the f i rst 
report of  the Stand i n g  Committee on Statutory Regu
lations and O rders. 

MR. ACTIN G  CLERK: Your Committee met on Mon
day, June 14,  Tuesday, June 15 and M o nday, J u ne 21, 
1982 and appointed Mr. Fox as Cha i rman.  

Your Committee agreed that a quorum for al l  future 
meetings of the Committee should consist of s ix (6) 
members. 

The Committee heard representat ions with respect 
to the B i l l s  as fol lows: 

B i l l  (No.  2) - The Residential  Rent Regulat ion Act. 
Loi sur  le  controle du loyer des locaux d'habitation .  

M r. Jack  T .  McJannet, Q.C.- M a nitoba Home
bu i lders Association 

M r. David Newman- Man i toba Association for 
R i g hts and L iberties 

M r. Murray S i gmar - Presi dent,  W i n ni peg Real 
Estate Board 

M r. Lewis Rosenberg - Pr ivate C itizen 
M r. Doug Mart i n dale- Wi n n i peg Hous i n g  C o n-

cerns G roup,  I nc. 
M r. Leslie Rohr inger- Private Ci tizen 
M r. Art Werier- Pr ivate Cit izen  
M r. Amie Thorsteinson- Pr ivate C itizen 
Mr.  Michael  J. N ozick- P resident, Fa i rweather 

3460 

P roperties Ltd. 
M r. G raeme Haig- Manitoba Landlords Association 
Mr. Sid S i lverman- F\rivate C it izen  
M r. Walter Kucharczyk- Pr ivate Cit izen 
M r. Ron Klassen- Manitoba Legal Aid 
Mr.  Sam L i nhart- Lakeview Realty 
M rs. Danita O nyebuchi- Crystal Properties 
M iss Lori Bel l- St. Matthews'/Maryland Commun

ity M i n istry 
M r. Mart in Bergen- Marlborough Development 

Corporation Ltd./Edison Rental Agency 
M r. J . P. Borowski- Pr ivate Cit izen 
Ms Kar in  L.  Warkentin- Dart Hold i n g  
M r .  A .  Sekundiak- Private C itizen 
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Mr. Ray Wi l l iams- Private C itizen 
M r. Peter S. Thiessen- Thiessen Management 

Ltd. 
B i l l  ( No. 1 9) - An Act to amend The Landlord and 

Tenant Act. 
M r. Doug Mart indale- Winnipeg Housing Con

cerns G roup,  I nc. 
M iss Lorra ine Whiffin- Private Citizen 
M iss Lori  Bel l- St. Matthews'/Maryland Commun

ity M i n istry 

You r  Committee has considered: 

B i l l  (No.  20) - An Act to amend the Condominium 
Act. 

And has a greed to report the same without  
amendment. 

Al l  of which is respectfu l ly submitted. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honou rable Member for R i ver 
East. 

MR. P. EYLER: Mr. Speaker, I move. seconded by the 
Honourable Member for R ie l .  that the report of the 
Committee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENT 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable F irst M inister. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker. with the concur
rence of the House, I would l i ke to make a statement of 
a non-poli t ical nature. 

Mr .  S peaker. I wish to make a b rief statement i n  
honour o f  the happy occasion of the b i rth yesterday of 
a son to Their Royal H i g hnesses, the Pr ince and Pr in
cess of Wales. 

Manitobans have a warm regard for the R oyal Fam
i ly  and I 'm sure the b i rth has been g reeted with joy and 
i nterest i n  our  prov ince. I can i nform the House that 
Mani toba's g i ft to the Royal P rince w i l l  be a special 
porcela in scu lpture b y  H e l e n  G ra inger Young.  
Members wi l l  note the sculpture at  the rear of the 
Chamber. I t  wi l l  be later taken to the rotunda for  d is
p lay. It is from the same series as that which was 
presented to h i s  parents a n d  w i l l  be on d i sp lay in the 
Legis lat ive B u i l d i n g  unt i l  Canada's b i rt hday on  July 
1 st. 

I t's an occas ion of joy and celebrat ion ,  a happy 
family event.  and I 'm sure that a l l  members of this 
C ha m ber wi l l  joi n  with me i n  extendi n g  heartiest con
g ratulat ions to Their Royal H ig h nesses o n  the b i rth of 
the new Prince and may h is  future be blessed. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u ra b l e  Leader of the 
O pposit ion.  

HON. S.  LYON :  M r. S peaker. th is i s  one of those very 
happy occasions when a l l  members of the O pposit ion 
are pleased to jo in with the F irst M i n ister and the 
Government and to associate ourselves with h is  
com ments of  congratulation; to share in  the  joy that I 
know is v i rtual ly u n restricted i n  a l l  parts of the Brit ish 
Commonwealth today. at the happy news of the b i rth 
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of the new Royal Pr ince. 
F irst of a l l ,  of course, our  best wishes g o  to H is 

Royal H ig h n ess, the Pr in ce of Wales, to Her  Royal 
H i g hness, the Princess of Wales, and to the new Prin
cel i n g .  who of course wil l  be u l t imately the King of 
Canada in many, many decades to come. 

I suppose. Sir, there are a num ber of thoughts that 
come to m ind. O n e, of course, i s  that i t  reinsti l l s  i n  a l l  
of  us and, indeed, i n  a l l  people throughout the worl d ,  
t h e  marvel of God's g i ft of l ife when it comes to a Royal 
Fami ly  on such an occasion when so many people 
throughout the world can join i n  it, and when the 
m i racle of b i rt h  can bring together again the hopes 
and the joys of so many people in so many d i fferent 
parts of the earth. It helps to reinst i l l  in us that sense of 
unrestricted joy, as the F i rst M inister has so p roperly 
said, in the beauty and the stab i l i ty of fami l y  l i fe. 

So we do join i n  rejoicing in th is  g reat Royal b i rth, 
this g reat h u m an occasion for a l l  Canadians and for 
a l l  members of the Brit ish Commonwealth.  I t  leaves us 
as well ,  S i r, to remark u pon the marvellous continuity 
of  the B ri t ish C rown and how, in these days of troub le  
and despa i r  for some people, the continuity of the  
C rown remains i n  p lace. The certainty of the succes
s ion of the monarchy remains in p l ace. Th is  has so 
much to do I th ink in g iving to o u r  people, i n  th is  day 
and in these troub led t imes, that k ind of hope that we 
so dearly need i f  we are to persevere and to carry on. 

So we join with the F irst M i n ister in thanking God 
for the g ift of l i fe of the new Prince and, in  part icular .  
pay i n g  a t r ibute to the Royal  F a m i ly ;  to Her Majesty, 
The Q ueen; to H is Royal H i g hness, Prince P h i l i p  and 
remarki n g  as we always do i n  these occasions: G O D  
SAVE T H E  QUEEN.  

M R .  SPEAKER: M i nisterial  Statements and Tabl i n g  
o f  Reports . . N otices o f  Motion . . .  I n troduction 
of B i l ls  

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach Oral Question period, 
may d irect the attention of honourable members to 
the gal lery where we have 16 students of G rade 6 
standin g  of the S i r  John F rankl in School under the 
d i rection of M rs. Farr.  The school is in the consti
tuency of the Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

There are 20 students of G rade 5 standing from the 
Nordale School u nder the d i recti o n  of M r. E l rick  and 
M rs.  D iakiw. The school is i n  the const i tuency of St.  
V ital .  

On the behalf of al l  of the members here this after
noon. I welcome you to the Chamber. 

PROCEDURAL STATEMENT 

MR. SPEAKER: I have a short procedu ra l  statement 
to p resent to the House. 

On Fr iday ,  J une 18, the Honourable Member for 
V irden rose in his p lace to object to the words, 'p lay i n g  
games.'  uttered by t h e  Honourable M i n i ster of Agri
culture and d i rected at the O pposition. 

S in ce the issue was raised by a former S peaker of 
the H ouse. I took the matter under advisement i n  
order t o  consider the facts most careful ly. A reference 
was made dur ing  the d iscussion to a former ru l i n g  and 



my fi rst objective was to compare the two matters for 
consistency. 

Beauchesne's C itation 322, refers part icu larly to a n  
i n d iv idual  member's personal knowledge respect ing  
h imself. When the Mem ber for  V irden i nvoked the 
Pr iv i lege of the House, he thereby referred to the total
ity of the O pposit ion members and was therefore out
side the appl icabi l ity of Citat ion 322. 

I have searched Beauchesne's l i sts of u n parl i a men
tary words and p h rases without f ind ing  any reference 
to, "p lay i n g  g ames" or  anyt h i n g  s i m i lar and I do n ot 
recal l  i n  the last 1 2  years that the p h rase has been a 
matter of p rocedu ral d ispute. 

Although the phrase. "playing games" has i mp l ica
tions in po l i tics that i t  does not have in other contexts, 
members shou ld  recal l  that the far more pejorative 
phrase, "the m uffled cadence of jackboots" has n ot 
been ruled u n parl iamentary i n  th is  House. 

Altho u g h  I cann ot conclude that the term, "p lay i n g  
games" is  u n p ar l iamentary, I would stro n g ly u rge  the 
M i n ister of Agr icul ture to choose his words with the 
utmost of care and c i rcumspect ion.  

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of the 
Opposition .  

HON. S. L Y O N :  Mr.  S peaker, I have a q uesti o n  for  the 
F i rst M i n ister. Sir, fol lowin g  u po n  the a n nouncement 
of last week of the i ndefin ite postponement of the 
p roposed Alcan smelter for Mani toba and faced today 
as we are with the u n p recedented statement that has 
come from Al berta that Al berta i ntends to postpone its 
part ic ipation i n  any p roposed Western I n ter-Tie, can 
the F i rst M i n ister g ive any reassu rance to the people 
of Manitoba that he and his govern ment are now work
i n g  as they have never worked before to salvage the 
last of the three major p rojects, namely, Man itoba's 
f i rst potash m ine? Can he otter that hope and reassu
rance havin g  seen in the last week two of the major 
projects go down the d ra i n  and the future of Manitoba 
be i m paired i n  the way that it  is? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F irst M i n ister. 

H ON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wou l d  be hesitant 
to g ive any hope which m i g ht i ndeed be u nfounded. I 
just happen to have an art icle from The Leader Post, 
p u b l ished just a couple of days ago, "Potash M i nes' 
Fate Remain  in Doubt,"  referr ing to the fact that there 
is no  g uarantee that the Cory, the Al lan ,  the Lanigan 
and the Rocanv i l le Potash M ines wi l l  reopen two 
months after they're shut  down this s u m mer. So I 
t h i n k  I would be m ost reckless i ndeed with i nforma
tion such as that flowing out of the Provi n ce of 
Saskatchewan. 

I nsofar as the very d ifficu lt  s ituation the ir  potash 
m i nes are i n ,  to otter at th is  po int  in t ime with the 
i nternat ional  recession the way it is now as affecti n g  
t h e  economies throughout every part o f  t h e  world i n  
fact, a n y  reckless hope. M r. S peaker, I a m  hopeful that 
g iven t ime and g iven an i m p rovement in economic 
and f inancial  c i rcu mstances, there wi l l  be i ndeed a 
turnaro u n d  in regard to the economy as same affects 
both large and smal l  projects. But with i nformation 
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such as th is ,  o bv iously with the i nformation that 1 ,200 
potash m iners have been la id off in the Provi n ce of 
Saskatchewan is not a good t ime to talk about potash 
in Manitoba either. 
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M R .  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of the 
Opposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  S peaker, can the F irst M i nister 
g ive this House and the people of Mani toba some 
reassu rance that he and his government will work as 
hard as they can to re-estab l ish  the posit ion that was 
left to them on the 30th of N ovember, 1 981 ? With 
respect to the potash negotiations, S i r, there had been 
a s igned Memorandum of Agreement which the N OP, 
M r. S peaker, a l l owed to expi re o n  the 1 5th of 
Decem ber, 1 98 1 . Can he g ive the assu rance to the 
House that, notwithstan d i n g  the economic condit ions 
of which we are a l l  aware, at least that p o i nt of 
achievement can be reattai ned by this government, so 
that we move at least forward from the position of 
hav i n g  a Memorand u m  of U nderstand ing  and of 
Agreement tor the establ ishment of M a nitoba's f i rst 
potash m i n e  as and when it becomes economical ly 
feas ible to do so? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, f i rst, I t h i n k  we 
should be conscious of the fact that there was no f irm 
agreement in N ovember or  in October. My M i n ister i s  
meet ing  wi th  IMC on  J uly  8th or  9th ,  i n  wh ich  there 
wi l l  be real attempts and efforts in order to ensure that 
the negotiations can carry on towards a successful 
complet ion .  But again ,  Mr. S peaker, I wou l d  be less 
than frank, i n  v iew of the i nformati o n  that i s  forthcom
i n g ,  i f  I created any u ndue expectations. 

We wi l l  do our hardest. I am as m u c h  d isappointed 
as anyone else in this Chamber about the econo m i c  
c i rcu mstances that Canadians  a r e  confront ing ,  par
t icu larly Manitobans. We will do a l l  that is possi ble. M y  
M i n ister wi l l  be  meet i n g  I M C  i n  J u ly, b u t  obviously, 
with what is happeni n g  next door in the Prov ince of 
Saskatchewan, it's going to be very d ifficu lt  to hope. 
Certa i n l y  last fal l ,  there were n o  layoffs of potash 
workers in Saskatchewan; there were no closures of 
m ines, as i n deed is  tak ing p lace now in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. The economic circ umstan ces have 
o bviously deteriorated i n  the potash i nd ustry. 

We h ope to be able to put it  together, i n  order at 
least to ensu re that when the potash market does 
i mprove - I ' m  sure that the economic recession is  one 
that is of temporary n at u re and there wi l l  be recovery 
that we' l l  be able to see su bstantial  progress bei n g  
made a g a i n  i n  t he p rovince toward potash a n d  other 
developments; small ,  med i u m ,  and large. 

H ON. S. LYON: Mr. S peaker, a f u rther question to the 
F i rst M i n ister. G iven the abject fai l u re of negotiat ions 
carried on  by h im and h is  col leagues in the last six 
months with respect to Alcan a n d  n ow faced with the 
news today of the abject fai l u re of th is  government to 
be able to conclude an agreement that was left in their  
hands with respect to the Western I n ter-Tie, I want to 
assu re the F i rst M i n ister, f i rst of all , Mr .  Speaker, that 
he's not rais ing  any expectations in Manitoba. He's 
dash ing  expectations in Manitoba, not rais ing  them. 

Al l I want to do,  M r. Speaker, i s  to ask h i m  to g ive 



this one sl iver of h ope to the t housands of people who 
were depend i n g  upon these jobs; to the businessmen 
in M a nitoba who are look i n g  for the work that could 
have come from any one of these three projects, that 
he wi l l  work much harder than he has done up to the 
present t ime to re-establ ish the goodwi l l  that was i n  
place on  the Memorandum o f  U nderstand ing  s o  that 
we can have at least that accompl ishment with respect 
to the f i rst potash m i ne in Manitoba. a Memorandum 
of  U nderstand ing and agreement that as  and when !t 
becomes economic to m i n e  potash aga i n  that it w i l l  be 
m ined i n  Manitoba. not i n  Saskatchewan or elsewhere. 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, as I have i n d icated 
earl ier. we wi l l  do all that we humanly can to ensure a 
satisfactory agreement that M an itobans i ndeed would 
support from negotiations that wil l  i nvolve the M i n i s
ter of E nergy and M ines. That's a l l  that I can assure, 
that every effort wi l l  be u ndertaken to attempt to com
plete a satisfactory agreement. 

I wou ld  l ike to make one further reference in respect 
to the Leader of the O pposit ion's q uestion i n  which he 
referred to, and I u nderstand the Leader of the O ppo
sit ion's try i n g  to score. I guess, some pol i t ical po ints, 
but he referred to abject fai l u re perta i n i n g  to the nego
tiations i nvolv ing the Alcan. I sat in a meet i n g  with the 
Pres ident of Alcan. M r. M orton ,  and I asked M r. M or
ton if he had any d isagreements i n  respect to the 
manner  by which the Province of M a n itoba, u nder the 
present New Democrat ic Party Government, had car
ried on its negotiations in part icular reference to the 
efforts by the M i n ister responsible.  M r. S peaker, it  
m i g ht i nterest members across the way to k now that 
Mr. M orton said that he fou nd the M i n i ster had 
handled those negotiations in an i ntel l i gent and 
rat ional  manner. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker. I t h i n k  we are all pre
pared on  this side of the House to acknowledge that 
the P resident of Alcan is  a very k i n d  man and a cour
teous man. M r. S peaker. I 've always been a g reat 
bel iever that act ions speak louder than words and 
when Alcan took u p  i ts  o pt ions i n  Quebec 48 hours 
after the F i rst M i n ister had h is  meet ing  with the Presi
dent of Alcan,  that said a book's worth about the 
ab i l i ty or i na b i l ity of h is  M i n ister of E nergy and M ines 
to do any legit i mate negotiat ing on  behalf of Manitoba. 

N ow. M r. S peaker, g iven the fact that out of the 
th ree p rojects that were left to th is government to 
com plete negotiat ions upon. two appear to be dead i n  
the water. can the Fi rst M i n ister g ive th is House and 
the people of Man i toba some u n derta k i n g  that he wi l l  
i nstruct h is  M i n i ster of Energy  and M ines to change 
h is  methods of negotiation and to get on  with the 
busi ness of pursu i n g  the pub l ic  i nterest in Manitoba? 
Or wi l l  he. S i r. i f  he is not able to accom p l ish that 
purpose. change the M i n ister and change the Deputy 
M i n ister. who has been as much responsib le for these 
fai l u res as anyone. and put people of competence and 
good wi l l  i nto th is  posit ion so that the future of Man i
toba wi l l  not  suffer any further? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, in response to the 
question  from the Leader of the O pposit ion and i n  
part icular reference t o  the corn ments b y  the President 
of Alcan. M r. M orto n .  I do n ot bel ieve that M r. M orton 
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would m islead me. I bel ieve that M r. M orton is honest 
and  frank and I d isassociate myself from any i n fer
ence otherwise that the Leader of the O p posit ion may 
have left in th is C hamber. So when M r. M o rton said 
that my M i n ister was conduct ing  the negot i at ions in a 
rat ional  and i ntel l i gent manner, I bel ieve Mr .  M orton .  I 
do not believe he was attempti n g  to m islead me. 

I n sofar as the acquis i t ion of land, Mr .  M o rton also 
expla ined that very careful ly I bel ieve, not only to 
ourselves, but to members of the media that the land 
was under option .  I t  was adjacent to an exist i n g  struc
ture that would requ i re early renovation and change, a 
smelter, and that it was not a question of bu i ld ing  a 
brand new smelter. M r. Morton went o n  to po int  out to 
us that i n  other parts of the world ,  i nc lud ing  Austral i a, 
there had been a halt i n sofar as future smelter con
struct ion .  So let no  one, for pol i t ical reasons, M r. 
Speaker, attempt to suggest that there is any other 
reason behi n d  the Alcan situatio n  but a deepe n i n g  of 
the economic recession throughout the world, a 
weakeni n g  of the eco nomy. 

Let me say to the Leader of the O ppositi o n ,  that as 
regrettable as it  is to us a l l ,  the potash i n dustry is  also 
in a weak situat ion,  world-wide. I hope that s i tuation 
can be repaired. I hope when it is repai red that, 
i ndeed, there wil l  be a government in the Prov i nce of 
Man itoba that will ensure that Man i to bans receive a 
satisfactory agreement, so that M a nitobans can real
ize max i m u m  benefit from potash development when 
i ndeed there is a recovery in the world recession .  

Mr. S peaker, to the t h i rd q uestion ,  because the 
Leader of the O pposit ion had g rouped h is  three ques
t ions i nto one area of comment i n  regard to the 
agreements being 'dead, '  I bel ieve was the reference 
used, dead as -( I nterject ion)- dead as what? Dead 
i n  the water. All that I can say to the Leader of the 
O pposit ion ,  the Alcan situation has been postponed 
and not canceled. I t  will certa i n ly be p icked u p  by the 
fact there is i n terest on  the part of both the prov ince 
and Alcan i n  the event of an economic recovery 
throughout the world . The I n ter-Tie, there are d iscus
sions that are cont i n u i n g  on  Ju ly  19 i nvolv ing  the 
M i n i sters, which w i l l  be carried over i nto the Western 
Premiers' Conference later in September or  October. I 
do not k now whether that transact ion w i l l  go ahead 
early or  not. I suspect, because of the economic c i r
cumstances unfortu nately that Al berta has been 
p l u n ged i nto, and I t h i n k  in the last six to eight months 
Al berta p robably more than any other part of Canada 
has received a tremendous economic blow, reg retta
ble as it  is; that Al berta's i n  an enti rely d i fferent situa
tion now than it  was even a few months ago. 

So, Mr .  Speaker, the chal lenge before us is to deal 
with the economic situation .  In fact, I wil l  have an 
opportu n ity to d iscuss some of my thoug hts i n  regard 
to that with the Governor of the Bank of Canada th is  
afternoon, M r. Bouey, when he attends at  my office. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. S peaker, now that the F i rst M in is
ter is beg i n n i n g  to acknowledge what we told h i m  
some t i m e  ago, that M an itoba is i n  competit ion for 
new smelti n g  capacity for Al can or for any other alum
inum smelt ing company with other j u risd ictions on  
the face of the earth; real iz ing  as he must now that the 
addition of new capacity by Alcan, whether by way of 
expansion or whether by way of renewal of old 



eq u i pment, results i n  capacity being put  i n  place, how 
can he stand in his place and say that the a n n o u nce
ment of last T h u rsday with respect to land opt ions 
being taken up in Q uebec is not really the cli ncher of  
what any reasonable people i n  th is  prov ince already 
well k now, namely, that t h is govern ment by its p igh
eadedness; its refusal, M r. Speaker, to barga in  in good 
faith with respect to owners h i p  of a Hydro plant; its 
refusal, S i r, to even agree to the site that had been 
prev iously selected by Alcan and to proceed with the 
environ mental stud ies which were already in place, 
that t hey have been one of the proxim ate causes of 
Man itoba not gett ing that new capacity which is going 
to  be put  i n  place when economic c i rcu mstances 
permit? 

Having learned that lesson ,  will he  not now transfer 
t hat lesson to potash and realize t hat he's got to get to 
the barga i n i n g  table in good faith and he's got to 
renew t hat Memora n d u m  of U nderstan d ing? Will he 
give us the reassu rance that he will f ight to renew that 
Memora n d u m  of U nderstand i n g  so that we will aga in  
have some hope for  a potash m i n e  i n  Man itoba? 

H O N. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  S peaker, t here is no requ i re
ment to assu re that we will deal i n  good faith.  That is .  
i n deed, taken for granted. 

M r. Speaker, I f ind  i t  regrettable t hat the Leader of 
the O pposit ion cont in ues to m isrepresent and in fact 
to d istort - and I fear for c heap polit ical poi nts and 
that's all I can say - to attempt to create somet h i ng that 
does not exist, because I read very carefully the p ress 
in terview of M r. M orton .  

M r. M o rton, t h e  President o f  Alcan,  was asked spe
cif ically, i s  there anyt h i ng that the government could 

do to change your m i n d  at this given t i me? The answer 
by M r. M orton was very, very clear -(lnterject ion)
no, because we are confronted with the i nternational 
recession.  I don't  k now whether honourable mem bers 
across the way appear to be still e ither, (a) l iv ing in the 
t ime frame of a year ago or whet her i ndeed they are. 
and I hesitate to suggest t h is,  but somet i mes it 
appears. M r. Speaker. that there is an i nward sense of 
some glee t hat they feel they can score some c heap 
polit ical poi nts out  of the present economic  c i rcum

stances that were confronted. 
Mr. S peaker, I would like to table in t h is Chamber 

because it may be, in fairness to the Leader of the 

O pposit ion ,  that he h as not h ad an opport u n ity to 
study the documents that Alcan left with us pertai n i n g  

t o  price forecasts. perta in ing t o  t h e  world situat ion.  I 
would l ike to table t h is i n  the House because I believe 
that the Leader of the O pposit ion and members 
across the way are u nfort u nately very mis i nformed, 
appear to be very m isi nformed. I t  may i ndeed be, M r. 
Speaker, o u r  fault that we have i m properly expla i ned 
to members across the way the message that Alcan 
provided. 

M r. S peaker, I would suggest that honourable 
mem bers would be m u ch better to j o i n  with  all M an i t
obans i n  recogn iz ing that we're i n  the gr ip of a ser ious 
recessi o n  alon g  with the rest of the world and it  
requ i res us to pull shoulder to shoulder d u ri ng these 
economic -(I nterjection)- Mr. S peaker, I don't i ntend 
to. as I have poi nted out in previous occasions. 
attempt to out shout mem bers across the way. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. S peaker. i t  is t i me i n deed that,  
rather than us try i ng to score - and there may be t i mes 
that we all do t h is - i t  is now u rgen t  that we pull 
shoulder to shoulder as Canadians and as Man ito
bans in order to p rovide some constructive i deas as to 
how we can pull ourselves out of the economic d iffi
culties that this land is confronted with .  

H ON. S.  LYON: M r. Speaker, i t  was j ust as u rgent a 
year ago when the announcement of Alcan comi ng to 
Man i toba was met by h arangues from the then Oppo
sit ion and the N O P  with statements of nonsupport, 
that they would never sell a portion of the plant to 
Hydro. all of those th i ngs that registered, I daresay, 
with Al can . T hat's when the shoulder to shoulderness 
was needed and my honou rable fr iends d isplayed 
then how m uch concern they have about the pu blic 
in terest of Manitoba. 

I merely say to the F i rst M i n ister and ask the F i rst 
M i n ister today, M r. Speaker, to recover what he can 
from t h is mess that he  and his government have 
created out of the three projects. Will he now change 
course and start negotiat ing in good faith with I MC 
and re-establish  the posit ion of the Memorand u m  of 
U nderstan d i ng wh ich  was i n  place on the 30th of 
N ovember, 1 981 , so that M an itobans can have some 
hope that one, now, of these projects will at least come 
about? I say t hat to h i m ,  S i r, without allegi ng on  h is 
part cheap shots or anything at all because I am q u ite 
content, S ir .  to let h i story be the j udge of who has 
m isrepresented these p rojects to the people of Man i 
toba, the O pposit ion or th is  i ncom petent government. 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker. I am going to respond, 
but I believe i t  will be the fourth t ime to the same 
q uestion .  Mr. S peaker, I t h i n k  that i t  i s  m ost unwise for 
any government at any particular t i me to b u ild i rres
ponsi ble hope. I fear i n deed that was the case, before 
agreements were f i rmed u p ,  that the p revious gov
ernment created a hope which was not properly estab
l ished and f irmed up by way of f i rm contract. M r. 
S peaker, if the previous government, had it proceeded 
in a busi nesslike manner, rather  than in a manner 
wh ich was brought about only because they were 
desperate i n  the days and weeks leadi ng u p  to the last 
elect ion ,  they would have created more reasonable 
expectat ion rather than to, in a state of hysteria as 
they d i d ,  create an expectat ion before that expecta
tion was properly f irmed up by way of agreement.  
That's where the m i stakes l ie,  M r. S peaker. 

H ON. S. LYON: Well then ,  M r. Speaker, I 'm con
strained to ask the F i rst M i n ister, who gets off i nto 
these odysseys of h is own revis ion ist h istory, why it  
was that h is  mentor, the former Premier of Saskat
chewan ,  said on  October 23, 1 981 about the Western 
I nter-Tie which we hear i s  scuttled today because of 
the i neptness of th is  government i n  its failu re to carry 
on  the negotiat ions with d ispatch ;  why is  it, M r. 
Speaker. why, I ask the F i rst M i n ister, was Premier 
Blakeney, as he then was,  was he  ly ing when he  said to 
the people of Saskatchewan, repeat ing com ments he 
made at a news conference in Regin a  on  T h u rsday, 
October 1 5 ; the Premier said "An i nteri m agreement 



could be possi ble i n  the next short n u m ber of weeks if  
the recom mendations and proposals of the M i n isters 
are found to be generally acceptable?" 

Is the F i rst M i n ister stand ing in h i s  place today and 
say i n g  that Allan Blakeney was lyi ng when he  m ade 
that statement to the people of Saskatchewan? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honoura ble Attorney-General. 

H O N .  R. PENNER: On a point of order, it  is clear i n  
Beauchesne a n d  you previously ruled a s  far a s  I can 
recollect, that to ask a M i n i ster of the C rown to com
ment on  someone else's statements out of the House 
is i mproper and is not a quest ion to be asked or ans
wered duri ng q uestion period. 

MR. SPEAKER: I do n ot recall ruling on that particu
lar m atter in the H ouse. Does the Honourable Gov
ernment House Leader wish to quote the reference? 

HON. R. PENNER: Yes. I n  Beauchesne, Page 1 32,  
C itation 1 35-1 0, "A question ought not to refer to a 
statement m ade outside the House by a M i n i ster." -
th at's even by another M i n ister, never m i n d  a M i n i ster 
of another agency. 

Citation 359- 1 0  applies. I ' m  u rging upon the Speaker 
to m ake a ruling. You cannot, d u ring question period, 
ask a M i n ister of the C rown to comment upon some 
statement made outside of the House by some other 
M i n ister. 

MR. SPEAKER:  M ay I confer with the Clerk for a 
moment? 

It's my op in ion in reading Citat ion 359- 1 0  that it  
refers. in the House of Commons in Ottawa, to Federal 
M i n i sters. I can not recall that q uestions of a s i m ilar 
nature have been ruled out in th is  Chamber. U nless I 
f ind some other C itation wh ich  covers it more fully, 
the m atter should be considered i n  order and the 
Honourable F irst M i n i ster may answer the question .  

H O N .  H.  PAWLEY: Mr.  Speaker, what does cause one 
to ask a q uest ion,  i f  the Leader of  the O p position  was 
so certai n and so convi nced October-November that 
he had everyth i n g  signed and sealed, I wonder why 
the Leader of the O pposit ion d idn 't postpone h is  cal
li ng of the elect ion and call it  i n  the spr ing or early 
sum mer of 1 982, if he is so convinced that he had 
everyth i ng, i ndeed all the agreements signed and 
sealed. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Mr.  S peaker, the words that are 
most tell ing by way of the quotation that the Leader of 
the O pposit ion referred to by Premier Allan Blakeney 
is "could be possi ble." What does "could be possible" 
mean , M r. S peaker? It means that there is a possi bil ity 
that an agreement m ight be signed, given certain c i r
cumstances. Who is going to argue with that? Is the 
Leader of the O p posit ion goi ng to argue with that? I s  
a n y  member goi ng argue w i t h  a statement such as 
that? But .  M r. S peaker, what we do k now, that there 
has been an economic  recession that h as caused a 
-(lnterject ion)-

M r .  S peaker. I would suggest that you mai nta in  
some order. 
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MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. The Honourable F i rst 
M i n ister has the floor. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. S peaker, what we h ave been 
confronted with is an i nternational recession and it 
appears that mem bers across the way are still not 
conscious of that; an i nternat ional recession that 
caused the cancellat ion of the $1 7-bill ion  Alsands 
operation i n  the Prov ince of Alberta but one month 
ago: an i nternational recessi o n  that caused the can
cellati o n  of the Alaska P i peline  but one month ago; 
reports, i ndeed of large layoffs i n volv ing potash 
workers in the Prov ince of Saskatchewan; 400 steel
workers lai d  off i n  Regin a  but last week; five m i nes, by 
report from the Regina Leader Post in  Saskatchewan, 
whose outlook is  in q uest ion as to when or  i f  they will 
reopen in  the P rovince of Saskatchewan. T hat's what 
we've been h i t  with and it seems that honourable 
mem bers across the way are still l iv ing in some sort of 
cuckooland where they don't recogn ize the economic  
c ircumstances that we are  confronted with.  

M r. Speaker, I a m  not goi ng to tempt the honoura ble 
mem bers from their  efforts to m ake c heap political 
poi nts. Let me give honourable members some good 
advice. M an itobans k now full well the economic  c i r
cumstances that Canadians and themselves are pres
ently work i ng on. They want the i r  governments to 
worl< together in order to achieve economic  success 
and they will not be fooled by political trickery. 
I ndeed, any party that exercises political trickery i n  
this day a n d  age i s  doomed t o  fai lure. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. S peaker, the F i rst M i n ister can oil  
h is  way and sl ither as m uc h  as he  wants in th is  cuck
ooland that he and h i s  colleagues have created i n  
Man itoba, because I acknowledge that we're l iv ing i n  
a socialist cuckoo land now, where they have lost two 
out of th ree agreements that were left on their  platter 
to conclude. We're left in a situation where, even the 
ch ief mentor of the F i rst M i n ister of th is  prov ince, 
P rem ier Blakeney, said that the agreement could be 
concluded in a few weeks. I n stead, Mr .  S peaker, we're 
faced this morn ing with the headl ine "Alberta pull ing 
out of  Gr id , "  as a result, M r. S peaker, of the i neptitude 
of th is  government. 
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Now my questio n ,  Mr .  S peaker, is th is: if ,  regretta
bly, Alberta is n ow pulli n g  out of the G rid ,  what h o pe 
do we have of start ing u p  L i m estone construct ion th is  
year ,  which was a f i rm promise of  the N D P  when they 
were in O pposit ion whether they had a m arket or not, 
but which their H ydro people h ave told us  as recently 
as a few weeks ago and we k new cannot be started 
u nless the Western I nter-Tie and Alcan are i n  place i n  
Man itoba. When do they i ntend t o  start u p  L i m estone 
as  a result of  these two failures that are now chalked 
up to their  negotiating skills? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Mr.  S peaker, the announcement 
was that the New Democratic Party would bring about 
orderly development of L i mestone. We i ntend to do 
that, M r. Speaker. There will be orderly development 
towards eventual res u m ption of L imestone.  

Mr .  S peaker, there is  one good bit  of news that I 
would l i ke to announce to the House that I have j ust 
received a -( I nterject ion)- well, M r. Speaker, the - I 
hate to become personal because New Democrats 
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aren't nearly as good at being personal as Conserva
tives appear to be, but the voters of Manitoba expressed 
a very clear i n d icat ion and demand who should resign 
on  November the 1 7th  of last year. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke to put  on  
the record that the Leader of  the O pposit ion referred 
to the mem bers on th is  s ide as being reds and cuck
oos. I th ink  Manitobans should k now -( l nterjection)
kooks, okay, reds and kooks. I t h i n k  Man i tobans 
should know the flowery descriptive p hrases that are 
used by the Leader of the O pposit ion.  

Mr.  S peaker, the good n ews, and I would  l i ke to 
come to the good news because, hopeful ly ,  i t  w i l l  
bring about some hope, some change i n  mood. The 
M i n i ster of F i nance has announced today at 2:00 
o'clock that a new B udget w i l l  be com ing down next 
Monday. N ow, God hope that f inal ly there are some 
effective and constructive steps u ndertaken by the 
Federal Government in order to sti m ulate the econ
omy of Canada. I t h i n k  that we should l ook  forward 
with some constructive desire that there be that long 
awaited leaders h i p  on  the part of the M i n ister of 
F inance next Mon day. 

H O N .  S. LYON: Mr. S peaker, w h i l e  acknowledging 
that there may be some gl i m mer of h ope i n  that news 
from Ottawa, I get back to some g l i m mer of hope i n  
M a n itoba and repeat t h e  q uesti o n  that I just asked the 
First M i n ister which he conveniently overlooked. Faced 
with th is  annou ncement that Al berta is  p u l l i ng out of 
the Grid because of the i neptitude of this govern ment, 
when can we have any h ope of the construct ion of 
L i mestone being started, as was i ntended i n  1 982? 
The schedu les were there; everything was ready to go, 
if  the Grid had been a l lowed to proceed. T h is govern
ment fai led on the Grid . When can we n ow expect 
L imestone? 

Secondly,  Mr. S peaker, if  the Federal Government 
h as screwed up its courage to have a new Budget, can 
the F irst M i n ister do the same here and get rid of the 
i nv id ious  payrol l  tax that he's put on  the people of 
Man itoba? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, th is  government nor, 
do I bel ieve, any govern ment, forecast the i m pact of 
the i nternational recess ion .  I hesitate to be repeti
t ious, Mr. S peaker, b ut I am being repet it ious because 
of the n ature of the repet it ious q uest ions that are 
being posed. So any p lann i ng, any sched u l i ng, m ust 
take i nto considerat ion the i m p act of the i nternat ional  
recession which I hope wi l l  not be for long. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n i ster of Health .  

H O N .  L.  DESJA R D I NS: M r .  S peaker, yesterday the 
Member for Fort Garry asked a q uest ion ;  I told h i m  
that I would try t o  get a l l  t h e  i nformat ion.  I t  was r e  the 
personal care homes. I wish to say that the d ifference 
was that the Order- i n-Counci l  not be resci nded from 
January 1 st to the end of Septem ber, each person i n  
the personal  care homes would have had t o  pay $ 1 35 
more. 

I t h i n k  the other q uest ion  was also with their deficit .  
We h ad esti mated a revenue.  I t  wasn't the same 
reve n u e  as, of course, was est i mated by the former 

government,  so we can't talk about a deficit. We can't 
tell what's goi ng to happen at the end of the year but,  
as of th is  t ime,  we're very close to what we have pro
jected as revenue from the personal care homes. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Fort 
G arry. 

M R .  L. SHERMAN: Mr. S peaker, I appreciate the 
i n format ion from the M i n i ster, but  is he  say i ng that 
when the Est i mates were developed and f inal ized i n  
Treasury Board and Cab inet wh ich  would have been 
about December-Janu ary, that at that point  i n  t ime 
there had been n o  decis ion made with respect to the 
rescin d i ng of the Order- in-Counc i l  that affected the 
January 1 st per-diem i ncrease? You ' l l  recal l ,  S ir, that 
a January 1 st i n crease was announced and then 
repealed. T he projections for personal care program 
b udget ing surely m u st have been i n  the government's 
confirmed spend i ng plans by that t ime. 

HON. L.  D ESJARDINS: Mr. S peaker, it  i s  true that 
there was an announcement made. The a n n o unce
ment was m ade fol lowing the Order-i n-Counc i l  that 
had been enacted, never resci nded. At that t ime,  it was 
made by the Man i to ba Health Services C o m miss ion .  
The Cabi net, at  i ts  first meeti ng, decided to resc i n d  
that a n d  announ ce the pol icy that the Order- in
Counci l  wou ld  be resci nded and that there would  be 
n o  automatic i ncrease; that they woul d  have to be 
reviewed by Cabinet. They related th is  to the actual 
cost of l iv ing; that i s  the d i fference that I ment ioned. I f  
you remember, there was no i n crease t h e  first q u arter. 
Then there was an increase of 60 cents, Apri l 1 st, and 
30 cents was annou nced J uly  1 st which made a d i ffer
ence of $ 1 35 to each patient by the end of September. 
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T here was a deficit for the other year, of course, 
because the former govern ment had projected - that 
was easy to project at the t ime - but there was the 50 
cents automatic i ncrease every q u arter and of course, 
without the i n crease of the last q uarter of the fiscal 
year, we were in deficit of  that. But the annou ncement 
was made and the anticipated revenue - and I say 
ant ic ipated because it's not a regular i ncrease. I t  is 
somethi ng that had been decided on ly when pres
ented to Cabinet and depending on the i n flat ion rates. 
So it would be very hard to say exactly what the 
amount is ,  but  I 'm say i n g  that, at th is  t ime,  there is not 
a very s ignificant deficit, i f  any.  

MR. L. SHERMAN: Mr. S peaker, I accept the M in is
ter's statement,  but we'l l  have to wait and see, because 
I ' m  not satisfied that the $ 1 24 m i l l ion  budgetary 
appropriat ion  i n  the Est imates for the Personal Care 
Home Program was not set and fixed on  the basis of 
the Order- in-Counc i l  provid ing  for the q u arterly 
i ncrease that was in p lace at that t ime. 

H O N .  L. D ESJARDINS: I checked again today on that 
and the i nformation that I have is that it wasn't. T h is 
was done after the pol icy of the present government 
was announced. They have tried to ant ic ipate what 
the reven u e  would be and it m ight be that there w i l l  be 
a deficit at the  end of the year. At this t i me,  we're 
r u n n i ng fairly close. T h is is what I ' m  sayi ng, but m y  
i nformation i s ,  that no ,  it  wasn't ant ic i pated r e  the 
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Order- in-Counci l  that was enacted by my honourable 
friend. 

MR. SPEAKER: The time for Oral Questions having 
expired. 

The Honourable Leader of the O pposit ion. 

MATTER OF URGENCY 

HON. S. LYON: Mr .  Speaker. I beg to move, seconded 
by the Honourable M e m ber for Turtle M o u ntain that, 
u nder R ule 27, the ordi nary bus iness of the House be 
set aside to d iscuss a matter of u rgent p u b l i c  i m por
tance; namely,  the fa i l u re of the M i n i ster of Energy 
and M i nes, act ing on behalf of the N O P  Government 
of Manitoba, to prosecute with d ispatch and prudence 
and to br ing to a successful conclusion the negotia
tions with respect to the A lcan smelter, the Western 
Power I nter-Tie with A l berta and Saskatchewan, and 
the agreement lead ing to the estab l ishment of M a n it
oba's f i rst potash m i ne; result ing in the d irect loss of 
thousands of job opportu nit ies for M a nitobans, the 
stagnat ion of the M a nitoba economy, and the loss of 
hope and confidence among the people of o u r  
provi nce. 

MOTION presented. 

MR.  SPEAKER: I n  accordance with o u r  R u l e  27 the 
Honourable Leader of the O p position has five m i nutes 
to demonstrate the u rgency of debate to the House. 

The Honourable Leader of the O pposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: M r .  Speaker, I r ise at a t ime i n  the 
h istory of our  province which is  as peri lous,  in eco
n o m i c  terms, as any t ime that we h ave perhaps faced 
in th is  centu ry. I rise at a t ime,  S i r, when,  with i n  a 
period of 8 days, th is  province has seen dashed i nto a 
thousand p ieces, the hopes and the expectations for 
full realizat ion that we had of two major projects, and 
now possib ly even a th i rd from what we are hearing 
today, which could have meant the addit ion of a new 
d i mension to the i nd ustrial and employment and eco
nomic future of our  prov ince. 

I say to you,  S i r, as I said last week when we were 
spea k i ng on ly  about Alcan at that t ime,  now we are 
speak ing about the loss of the Western I nter-Tie 
which ,  Sir, has always been p ivotal to the future 
development of Hydro in M a n itoba and the b ui l d i ng of 
that fu l l  potential  of the Nelson-C h u rc h i l l  R iver sys
tem. What we h ave seen today, by v i rtue of the 
annou ncement from Al berta, M r. S peaker, is the i n ev
itable delay of the L imestone p roject u nt i l  perhaps 
1 988, if we can bel ieve the worst scenario that Man i
toba Hydro presented to the Committee some few 
weeks ago, based upon no Western I n ter-Tie, no  
Alcan, and so  on .  

The u rgency. S ir ,  arises from the fact that th is  
govern ment, when it came into office, was left with 
negotiat ions i n  an advanced stage with respect to 
Alcan, with whom there had been a Memora n d u m  of 
U n derstan d i ng signed. Alcan had taken up a site 
select i o n  in M a n itoba; had taken options on  that land.  
The govern ment was moving ahead,  M r. Speaker, to 
have environ mental studies made on  that s i te and the 
matter was well i n  hand with respect to proceeding to 

an agreement with respect to Hydro use;  with respect, 
S i r, to the creat ion of the potential  for a smelter i n  
M a nitoba, with or  without the economic  d ownturn.  
We had reached a certai n  p lateau of achievement 
which regrettably,  S i r, has now been w iped away 
through six months of pigheadedness, intransigence, 
i neptitude, ideological d ither ing, by pr inc ipal ly  the 
M i n ister of Energy of M i nes and h is i ncompetent 
Deputy. 

I ,  S i r, a m  not one who l ikes to stand in this H ouse 
and cal l  to account c iv i l  servants, but the Deputy M i n
ister of Energy of M i nes of th is  government is a man 
who was recruited out of  the office of Ed Broadbent. 
He came i nto M a nitoba as a n  ideologue, M r. S peaker, 
and along with his M i n ister . 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honourable Gov
ernment House Leader, on  a point  of order. 

HON. R.  PENNER: F i rst of a l l ,  aside from the fact that 
it is completely out of order on the part icu lar  mot ion,  
you have previously had occasion to ru le in  th is  House 
on  i mputations m ade against a c iv i l  servant who has 
not the possib i l ity of defend i n g  h i mself or herself i n  
th is  House. The Leader o f  the Opposit ion knows that it  
i s  wrong; k n ows that it  i s  scandalous. It's the k i n d  of 
d i rt he may be used to revel l ing i n ,  but it  is not part of 
the busi ness of this House. T hese people cannot 
defend themselves in the House and should n ot have 
to tolerate that kind of l i belous statement that i s  be ing 
made. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I wou ld rem i n d  all 
mem bers that our R u le 27 has to d o  with explanation 
of the u rgency of the debate; the u rgency, not the 
nature of the debate itself. 
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The Honourable Leader of the O pposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: And that i s  why, S i r, I have said in this 
motion that the u rgency resides now. Having seen the 
fai l ure of two of these three major  projects u nder the 
i nept handl i ng of this M i n ister an d  his Deputy, the 
u rgency arises, S i r, that they m ust be taken from the i r  
jobs by the F i rst M i n i ster before we lose the t h i rd one. I 
t h i n k  the th i rd one is seriously i n  jeopardy and has 
been seriously in jeopardy from the m i n ute this M in is
ter and h i s  Deputy started to work on the negotiations. 

So the u rgency, S i r, i s  in the pub l ic  i nterest of Man i 
toba. The u rgency, S i r, is that th is  government be  
brave enough to  stand u p  to  a debate i n  th is  House 
with respect to how it has m ishandled its fundamental 
mandate to develop the economy of Man i to ba and, i n  
fact has, b y  its ineptitude; a n d  has, S ir ,  b y  its com mit
ment to its funny i deology, sacrif iced on  the altar of 
socia l ism,  the future of Man i toba in an economic  
sense. 

So, M r. S peaker, the u rgency of debate, Sir, is that 
two are down. We have lost two major projects with 
the thousands of jobs that could come from those 
projects. We have one left that i s  sti l l  salvageable, if  
th is  government wi l l  r id itself of the paraphernal ia  that 
has attached itself to the government i n  terms of staff 
and in terms of th is  i nept M i n ister; a new M i n i ster be 
appointed who can br ing those negotiations back to 
the level of u ndersta n d i ng that they were on  the 30th 
of November, 1 98 1 .  
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The u rgency, S i r, l ies i n  the future of Man itoba, the 
future of hope for a l l  M a nitobans; t hat they can see an 
expan d i ng economy based u pon o u r  natural  resour
ces; an expanding economy based upon negotiat ion 
in good faith; an expa n d i ng economy that was wi th in  
the grasp of  M a nitobans on ly  s ix  short months  ago. 
N ow,  two-t h i rds of i t  has been w i ped away by t h is 
torrent of i neptitude, pr inc ipa l ly led by the M i n i ster of 
Energy and M i nes and those incompetents that he has 
h i red i nto h is staff. 

M R .  SPEAKER: Order p lease. The Honoura ble Gov
ern ment House Leader also has five m i nutes. 

HON. R .  PENNER: M r. Speaker, as we m ight have 
expected, i n stead of address ing the key poi nts that 
m ust be addressed i n  a motion of t h is k i nd ,  we have 
been t reated, perhaps I shou ld say m i streated, to five 
m i n utes of bom bast, rhetor ic ,  and sound and fury 
s ignify i ng nothi ng. We've had occasion recently to 
refer to the p recise mean ing or the precise po ints 
wh ich  have to be establ ished in order to justify 
adjo u r n i ng the sett ing aside the regu lar bus iness of 
the H o use to debate a m atter of u rgent pub l ic  i mpor
tance. The term "urgent pub l ic  i mportance" is  a very 
specia l ized term and t here are at least two criteria; 
these were add ressed o n ly a week or  so ago and i t  h as 
to deal with matters w i th in  the ad m i n istrative compe
tence of the government and there m ust be no other 
reasonable opportun ity for debate. 

Now, there is a t h i rd R u l e  of the House wh ich  m ust 
be addressed i n  your consideration  of th is  m atter, and 
that i s  o u r  own R ule 27(5) ( b ) ,  t hat such a motion 
can not address more than one m atter - i t  says specifi
cally - "not more than one matter m ay be d iscussed on 
the same motion." N ow, t h is m ot ion raises th ree m at
ters specif ical ly: one of them, w i th  respect to Alcan ,  
you  h ave p reviously ru led on  i n  any event; secondly,  
with respect to the I nter-Tie; and t h i rd ly ,  with respect 
to potash. T hey are set out seriat i m  ( 1 ), (2) , (3) ;  so that 
you have a rolled-u p  motion deal i ng with t h ree spe
cif ic m atters and that is contrary specif ical ly to R ule 
27(5) (b) .  

I f  you shou ld  not f ind  that the m ot ion v iolates R u le 
27(5) ( b ) ,  then with respect to the question of u rgency 
as defi ned in Beauchesne, just deal ing with the I nter
Tie q u est ion wh ich  sparked t h is particu lar  mot ion ,  it 
has been annou nced by the M i n ister in A lberta, the 
Ut i l i t ies M i n i ster - and I just quote a b rief passage that 
the A l berta M i n ister said - "A report on the S lave R iver 
power potential  should be in h is h ands i n  J u ly.  A close 
study of the S lave R iver Report w i l l  reveal just how 
in terested Al berta w i l l  be in the future of the Power 
Grid d iscussion ."  I quote that to make this point, t hat i t  
is now u p  to A l berta. A l berta h as not m ade a decis ion ,  
other than to consider what its posit ion w i l l  be i n  J uly 
w hen i t  gets its study. Therefore. there is noth ing that 
th is  govern ment can do u nt i l  the Prov ince of A l berta 
gets the report on the Slave R iver power stat ion  and 
then decides wh ich  is most  econom ical ly feas ib le  for 
it. 

F i na l ly, Sir, on  the question which addresses the 
specific question of u rgency; namely, w hether t here 
w i l l  be another opport u n ity to d iscuss th is  matter, the 
mem bers opposite know fu l l  wel l  that perhaps even 
today we w i l l  be moving into Ways and M eans to 

consider, among other matters, the question of Ma in  
Su pply. The mem bers opposite k now fu l l  wel l ,  those 
of them who are experienced, t hat i t  is on such a 
motion that a debate may be general .  T herefore, there 
is today another opport u n ity to debate these very 
questions. So on  a l l  three matters which I have 
addressed to you. the motion I suggest to you, S i r, 
fai ls. 

What it is ,  it 's postur ing; what it is ,  it's pol it ical 
c heapness of the worst k i nd;  w hat i t  is ,  it 's exploit ing a 
situat ion for narrow pol i tical advantage. 

SPEAKER'S RULING 

M R .  SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I thank both members 
that have spoken on  th is  matter for the ir  advice and 
although I do not accept the f i rst point  made by the 
Honourable Attorney-General that the resolut ion deals 
w i th  more than one matter, he  is  q u ite correct i n  not
i ng that Beauchesne's 285 says that "there m ust be n o  
other reasonable opport u n ity for debate."  I bel ieve 
that most members of th is  House are sufficiently 
competent that i f  t hey wish to d iscuss t h i s  matter they 
w i l l  f ind  some other opport u n ity q u ite easi ly and q u ite 
q uick ly. T herefore, I m ust rule against the motion put 
forward by the Honourable Attorney-General. 

Orders of t he Day. 

HON. R .  PENNER: You said, S i r, that you m ust ru le 
agai nst the posit ion put  forward by the Honourable 
Attorney-General .  I th ink you meant the Leader of the 
O pposit ion.  

M R .  SPEAKER: Pardon me, I d id i ndeed mean the 
Leader of the O pposit ion.  

O rders of the Day. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m ber for V i rden.  

M R .  H .  G RAHAM: Mr .  S peaker, I w ish to rise to cor
rect the record of the House. There was a procedu ral 
statement read in this Chamber earl ier today w hich  
made reference to some remarks of m i n e  and I w ish to 
correct the record to the point  that on  F riday last I did 
n ot formally raise a matter of pr iv i lege. I studiously 
avoided raisi ng a matter of pr iv i lege by not br inging in  
a substan tive m otion and any act ion that was taken 
after that i t  was p u rely as a request to the M i n ister to 
wi thdraw his remarks. He chose n ot to and I did n ot 
p u rsue the m atter any f u rther.  So I w ish to thank  you 
for your  gratu itous statement today,  but  I wanted to 
correct the record that i t  was not necessary. 

MR. SPEAKER: I thank the honourable member for 
his remarks. I would suggest if  he  w is hes to refresh h i s  
memory he s h o u l d  consult Hansard itself. 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

H O N .  R .  PENNER: Thank you, M r. S peaker, would 
you please cal l  the report stage on  Bi l l  No.  40. 

MR. SPEAKER: The quest ion before the House is the 
report stage on B i l l  No. 40 and the adjourned debate 
stands in the name of the Honourable M e m ber  for St. 
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Norbert. (Stand) 
The Honourable Government House Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: Yes, Mr. S peaker, would you 
please call  the adjourned debates on  B i l ls No.  2 1  
through t o  60, except B i l l  N o .  54. 

BILL N O .  21 - COMMUNITY CHILD 
DAY CARE STANDARDS ACT 

M R .  SPEAKER:  On the p roposed motion of the Hon
ourable M i n ister of Com m u n ity Services, Bi l l  N o. 2 1 . 

The Honourable M e m ber for M orris. 

M R .  C. MANNESS: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. My 
comments wil l  be brief, hopeful ly. A couple of com
ments I'd l i ke to make - I ' l l  take the l iberty of q uot ing 
some parts from the brief presented to the Man i toba 
Government concern ing chi ld care standards. I t  has 
come from the Central Region of the M a nitoba C h i l d  
Care Association. 

F i rst of al l ,  I want to re-echo the senti ments of other 
speakers from th is  side who h ave i n dicated that we 
feel at th is  part icu lar  t i me that we are b l inded some
what by the lack of regu lat ions or the lack of fu l l  
u nderstan d i ng of  what may come forward. 

F i rstly, the b i l l  is t herefore a d isappointment because 
of the fact we have no idea of real ly what is com ing 
forward in regulat ions, although certain ly we do sup
port i n  a general sense the attempt to standardize the 
qual ity of  care throughout the p rovi n ce. T hat, S i r, 
seems harmless enough but  it bri ngs some real ques
t ions to m i nd and many of them have been l i sted by 
my col leagues previously but  I t h i n k  that,  as it pertai ns 
specif ical ly to a rural s i tuat i o n ,  n o  doubt there are 
some concerns that maybe should be re-emphasized 
and u nderl ined once aga in .  

I 'm concerned a bout pr imar i ly  any regulat ion as  i t  
may perta in to standards relat ing to, as I 've seen i ndi
cated in one or two briefs, chi ld develo pment courses. 
One can conjure up in one's m i n d  any n u m ber of 
t h ings that may mean and,  of course, as a parent of 
young ch i ldren and real iz ing how vul nerable they are 
to many facets of our l i fe, one becomes concerned as 
to what degree and real ly what i s  meant in th is  whole 
area of chi ld development courses. 

So those are some of the areas and in a ru ral sense, 
of cou rse, I ' m  wondering about those existing day 
care centres that now seem to p rovide the service t hat 
is requ i red and how they wi l l  be affected when the new 
regulations come i nto being. 

I wonder also who wi l l  d raft these regulat ions.  I ' m  
o n e  who o f  course is always suspic ious o f  so-cal led 
professionals, sociologists, medical health officers, 
school counsel lors, profess ional  educators and I ' m  
wondering real ly w h o  is going t o  work toward devel
op ing the regulat ions that we so desperately want to 
see; whether there w i l l  be suff icient room on th is  new 
bureaucracy or this new committee that w i l l  develop 
these standards; w i l l  there be suff ic ient room for ordi
nary parents l i k e  myself and other people i n  th is  
House and. of course. what about the p rofit concern? 
I 've heard the Member for Wolseley speak in a pas
sionate and emotional plea to t h is whole question of 
day care and I could readi ly  identify her d isdain for 
any ment ion of p rofit associated with day care. I 

u n derstand her s incerity and of cou rse her deep 
com m itment to,  probably,  total exclus ion of any 
attempt to profit from prov id ing care. 

Yet I have to ask myself if i t  isn't the right of i n d iv id
uals who may be prepared to pay beyond what stan
dards may i n d i cate, to some i nd iv iduals who may be 
prepared to provide care beyond the standards envis
aged, at a prof it  to them and I wonder i n  fact why that 
s ituat ion shou ld  not be al lowed to occur. Yet there's 
not much more that I or  a nybody else on  th is  side can 
say to that issue or many others because we haven 't 
seen, aga in ,  those regulations. 

I 'm worried a bout  - and I t h i n k  our Member  for Fort 
Garry said i t  best - about the attempt to m ake homo
geneous this whole stan dard of care and i f  I could 
quote from Hansard, Monday, J une 1 4t h  and he said 
very br iefly right to the point and I quote, "M r. 
S peaker, so our f i rst warn i ng to the M i n ister i s  to avoi d  
any p h i l osophical or  ideological u rge t o  make th is  
whole system total ly  homogeneous and to p roduce 
standards that w i l l  be app l ied u n i versal ly  across-the
board, where day care is i n  operation in every pocket 
and corner of this province." 

S i r, I say to you that has real meani ng to somebody 
l i ke myself who, a lthough is  removed from active day 
care considerat ion ,  sti l l  comes from that part of the 
p rovince where I see a n u m ber of vol u nteer gro u ps; I 
see i nd iv id uals with i n  a smal l  hamlet ,  l i k e  one from 
w h i ch I come, who devote two or  th ree days a week -
not specif ica l ly  i n  a day care setti ng as we see - b u t  
they devote fu l l  days o f  t h e  week t o  br inging ch i ld ren  
together and who spend t i me and devote t i me to t hat 
end, just not to al low a s ingle parent or to al low the 
mother i n  th is  case to go and do something else, but  
just  to have ch i ld ren  come together for the p urpose of 
learn i ng early in the ir  l i fe what it 's l ike to be with other 
ch i ldren. 
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I n  having seen t h is type of system and as I envisage 
it, try ing to put  it i nto a very strict, com mercial  day 
care operat ion  that p robably exists in the city, I rea l ize 
we're comparing two d i fferent th ings. But stil l I 've got 
this concern that you're going to bring forward stan
dards that are going to i mpose themselves across t hat 
whole, large area of p reschool ch i ldren comi ng 
together for whatever means, so I gen u i nely h ave that 
concern i n  a ru ral day care or a ru ral preschool gather
ing sense. 

I also h ave to ask the q uest ion  as to how the con
cerns in a rural sense are goi n g  to be brought forward 
i nto this type of com m ittee - I don't k now i f  it's going to 
be a d i rector that wi l l  be sett ing these standards - and 
I 'm wondering if they wi l l  pay total  cogn izance to al l  
the efforts put  in by volunteer grou ps. 

As the Mem ber for Fort G arry i nd i cates aga in  from 
the very same Hansard, and he quotes, "The warn i ng 
t h us ensues from that experience, Mr .  Speaker, that i f  
there is  too heavy a liand la id on the day care com
m u n ity by the govern ment with respect to qual i fica
tions and tra i n i ng, many rural day care centres may be 
forced to close." Sir ,  in a l l  honesty, that's my greatest 
concern and also the i m pact i t  w i l l  have on the vol un
teer efforts because I 've seen volu n teer systems work. 
As a matter of fact, in many rural areas it 's the on ly  
so lut ion ;  i t 's  the o n ly way t hat you h ave programs of  a 
social  natu re, whether it's i n  recreation or any other 
end, as to the vol u nteer efforts of i nd iv iduals who want 
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to come together and give of their  t i me. I t h i n k  it would 
be a tragedy to that whole attem pt by people if ,  in  fact, 
you harmed that in any way, notwithstand ing what the 
Mem ber for St Boniface just wh ispered in my ear. 

I'd l i k e  to close by f ina l ly  giv ing comment on 
enforcement I never real ly  thought too much about 
th is  unt i l  I had an o pport u n ity to read aga i n  th is  br ief, 
of wh ich  I made ment ion earl ier o n .  In their  i n troduc
tory remarks they make t h is com ment and I q uo
te: "We acknowledge the tremendous resource of 
concerned, sk i l led, vol u nteer com m u nity cit izens and 
welcome the ir  d i rect ion.  We d o  not acknowledge the 
resource of only one person being given the power to 
enforce standards nor do we welcome them." 

Mr .  S peaker, they go on  further with i n  t h is br ief to 
i n d i cate t hat, in their v iew, enforcement shou ld  be the 
responsi b i l ity of the Board of D i rectors who are 
responsi b le for all aspects of a day care centre's o per
ation and that enforcement, in fact, should be achieved 
through monthly board meetings; through d irect 
com m u n ications with d irectors; t h rough parent i nvol
vement and dai ly access to the centre. 

I t h i n k  real ly  all they're try i n g  to say, in a rural sense, 
is that i n  fact the q u ickest way to create somet h i ng 
that you don't want is to take enforcement,  to take 
su perv is ion and take u l t imate say on day care as we 
k now in the ru ral areas; is to remove t hat from l ocal 
authori ty and take i t ,  in fact, to some i n d iv idua l ,  one 
person i n  W i n n i peg or somebody far  removed. 

So I want to register that as my m a i n  concern and 
close by no doubt saying to you t hat the i m portance of 
u nderstan d i ng the relat ionsh ip  between democracy 
and b u reaucracy cannot be u nderest i mated in spe
cific issues and I say that th is  Day Care b i l l ,  as h as 
been presented to us,  is certa i n ly  one of t hem. 

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question? The 
Honourable M i n ister of C o m m u n ity Services wil l  be 
closing debate. 

The Honourable M i n ister. 

H ON. L. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. I i ntend to 
be brief and to the point 

F i rstly,  I welcome the support expressed for t h is 
legislat ion i n  general and I want to take the opportu
nity to a l lay any expressions of fear that h ave been 
forthcom ing from mem bers o p posite with regard to 
the matter of the heavy hand of the state, or  with 
regard to other matters such as the al lowance for 
d i fferences from one part of t h is p rovince to another. 
If anyt h i ng, the key i n  t h is legis lat ion is flex i b i l ity and 
i t  was designed with that i n  m i nd .  

The Mem ber for  Fort Garry and others said they 
were d isappointed because it d id  not contain a lot of 
detai l :  that it d id n't conta in  detail  regarding standards; 
regard i n g  rat ios; regard i n g  other aspects of the 
ad m i n istrat ion of legis lat ion ,  the adm i n istrat ion of 
day care centres; that at the same t i me they said they 
worried about the lack of flex i b i l ity. Wel l ,  you can't 
h ave i t  both ways. 

I suggest that cr i t ic ism contradicts itself. In other 
words, if you want to h ave the variety; i f  you want t he 
heterogeneity rather than homogeneity; if you want to 
have ab i l ity to be flex ib le ,  then you cannot put  al l  
these details i nto the bi l l  because i t  is much more 

d ifficu l t  to change with the t i mes. It i s  m u c h  more 
d iffi c u lt to change your  approach if it is f ixed i n  
legislation. 

Hopefu l ly ,  as time goes on with further experience 
to the Act, if necessary, we hope that very few changes 
w i l l  h ave to be m ade, but if  they are necessary, M r .  
S peaker, t h e n  w e  c a n  m a k e  t h e m .  W e  c a n  m a k e  them 
more rea d i ly; more rapid ly  t han we cou ld i f  t hey were 
carved in legislat ion.  

I ask mem bers opposite, what other legis lat ion has 
such detai ls  carved out in  the b i l l? The fact is ,  M r. 
S peaker, that very few major education legislation; 
major health care legislat ion do not out l i ne in detai l ,  
standards. Those are not appropriate for t h e  b i l l .  
Those are  appropriate for regulations and as  it 's 
appropriated in those areas, so i t  i s  appropr iate for 
ch i ld  day care t hrusts. So we have del iberately taken 
that approach .  

Having s a i d  that,  M r. S peaker, I notice none o f  t h e  
members opposite, who compla in  a bout the lack of 
content,  the lack of detai l ,  have proposed anything. 
We have no suggestions coming forward as to what 
shou ld  be i n .  The M e m ber for Fort G arry said wel l ,  the 
bi l l  was e m pty; there is  not h i ng to crit icize and yet he  
cou ld  not ,  he h ad noth ing to propose; there was just 
negative crit icism. T here was noth ing positive that the 
M e m ber for Fort Garry was prepared to offer. 

So the b i l l  does provide a framework for regula
t ions. Those regulations w i l l  be based upon the expe
r ience we've had to date in br inging forward day care 
p rograms to t h is prov i nce. We w i l l  recognize d ifferen
ces from one part of the prov ince to another; from the 
nort h  to the south;  from the city to the rural ,  that w i l l  
be recognized. We wi l l  recognize the role of the volun
teer boards, as a m atter of fact, nonproprietory organ
izations today and co-operative organizations today, 
by l aw,  m ust have boards of d i rectors. T h is i s  what is 
h appeni ng n ow. These n o nprofit centres; these non
p roprietory day care centres and co-ops have boards 
m ade up of parents essent ia l ly ,  members of the com
m u n ity, therefore i t  goes without say i ng that such 
organizations w i l l  cont i n u e  to have boards m ade up 
essent ia l ly  of parents, of  people i n  the com m u n ity. 
They w i l l  have responsib i l it ies to run and operate a 
day care centre. So we don't  envisage any change i n  
that respect 

So there is p lenty of room for com m u nity i nvolve
ment and i t  certa in ly  w i l l  be encouraged. T here w i l l  
not be the heavy-handed estate; there w i l l  be coordi
nat ion. We wil l  do what we can to assist in the devel
opment of new day care centres and new day care 
fac i l i t ies. We' l l  do whatever we can to hel p ensu re, 
h owever, that stan dards t hat are desirous are brought 
i nto being and are maintained. 

I said the key was flex i b i l ity. We have in Sect ion 1 9, 
provided for appeal p rocedu res and it 's only com m o n  
sense, b u t  I th ink  it's ind icative o f  t h e  flex ib le approach 
that we h ave taken, that where any day care centre has 
its l icence suspended or  revoked, that the l icensee 
may appeal the suspension .  I won't go into the detai ls ,  
i t 's  out l ined i n  Section 1 9  of the b i l l .  
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Flex i b i l ity is also seen ,  Mr .  Speaker, i n  Secti o n  27 
w h i c h  refers to the Quali f ications Review Committee. 
We want to ensure that wh i le  we want good q u a l ity 
people, that we want to have an opport u nity because 
t here's so many people with d i fferent backgrou nds 
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that we have an organ ization - a Qualif ications Review 
Comm ittee - that can as far as possi ble ascertai n  q ual
if ications and so on and make decis ions with regard to 
qualificat ions.  We have provided for a rather broad 
spectrum of people to be on that com m i ttee. 

F u rt her, M r. S peaker, we have p rovided to give 
another example of flexi bility; that a M i n isterial Certif
icate may be issued, as outli ned in Sect ion 29, where 
t here are special c i rcu mstances and where a person 
doesn't meet certai n  q ualif ications p rescri bed in regu
lations. So, i f  anything, perhaps we could be accused 
of allowi n g  too m u c h  flexi b il ity but certainly we h ave 
provided a sound framework for the necessary 
regulations.  

A nother example of the very flexi ble and li beral 
approach we've taken is with regard to commercial 
operators. There's no  p ro h i bi t ion aga inst operating 
day care centres on  a com mercial basis and I k now 
there was some d iscussion  of th is  in the Est imates 
Review. Many mem bers opposite raised th is  m atter 
and I notice that th is  i s  not a matter of debate at th is  
t ime because, aga i n ,  flex i b i lity is the word and there is 
no  prohibit ion of the p rivate sector being in th is. 

I m ight say, Mr. S peaker, however that it 's our i nten
tion to do whatever we can to su pport and en hance a 
very strong, non profit co-operative day care system i n  
the Prov ince o f  M a nitoba s o  that,  basically, w e  will 
cont inue  to have what we have and to expand on  the 
n o np rofit segment in the p rovi nce. I n  other words, 
hopefully with our various programs or  various s u bsi
d ies and the expansion thereof, we will be able to 
strenghten the non profit segment of day care delivery 
in t he Provi nce of Manitoba. 

We have had plenty of consultat ion with people i n  
the com m u n i ty .  My Legislative Assistant, the M em ber 
for Wolseley, has spent many hours, many days, many 
weeks talk i ng to various people in the C ity of Win
n i peg and in various other cit ies, towns and rural parts 
of M a nitoba, northern parts of M a nitoba. All in all she 
has consulted, and d i alogued, and met with 1 8  d i ffer
ent grou ps, 1 8  d ifferent organizations far-ranging 
from the Day Care L iaison Comm ittee to the Wee 
World C h ild Care in Portage la Prair ie,  to the St. M at
thews and M aryland Day Care Centre, to the M o u nt 
Carmel Cli n ic ,  to the C hildren's House, to the YMCA 
Day Care Centre, to the Eastman Day Care Group and 
so forth and so on; the M elis Federat ion i n  Brandon, 
the Thompson organizat ion that runs a day care cen
tre and so forth and those are only a few. 

So we look forward, having obtai ned much i nforma
tion and i n d icat ion from those gro u ps, we proceeded 
with the legislat ion and we do i ndeed look forward to 
the com ments of any grou ps that are i nterested in t h is 
legislat ion when it goes before the Committee of the 
Legislature with in  the next few days, hopefully. We 
will listen very carefully to what the people have to say 
and based on  what they have to say we are prepared to 
make any amendments, if necessary, to the legislation 
- hopefully none will be req u i red - but  i f  some are 
requ i red they certainly will be forthco m ing. Secondly, 
based on  what i s  stated, we will certainly be guided i n  
the mak ing and i n  the formulat ion o f  regulat ions 
which are very i mportant i n  the organization of the 
program. 

Agai n ,  we i ntend to have a large consultative pro
cess in effect over the sum mer months and early fall 
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and truly I would expect that these regulations will be 
formulated in such a way that they will be fou n d  
acceptable b y  t he vast majority o f  people concerned 
with day care delivery in the Provi nce of Man i toba . 

So, i n  conclus ion ,  M r. S peaker, I state aga i n  t hat 
flex i b i lity has been the key. We i ntend to be very grad
ua l ,  very steady i n  o u r  approach. The degree to wh ich 
we can i mplement standards of cou rse, will i n  large 
measure, depend upon the fu n d i ng. It will be depen
dent on the amount of money that we can find in our  
treasury to allow the day care centres to flour ish ,  to  
develop, to expand and to allow standards to rise. 

I assu re the M e mbers of  the House that our i nten
tion is to have the best day care system to be fou n d  
anywhere i n  N orth A merica and that i t  i s  o u r  i ntent ion 
to support volunteer groups; i t  i s  o u r  i ntent ion to get 
the co-operati o n  of the day care comm u nity; it is o u r  
i ntent ion t o  work w i t h  them t o  p rovide adequate pro
grams, programs for ch ildren that will cause M an itoba 
to be in the forefront of this type of social service for 
the people of this prov ince. 

So I look forward to the Committee stage for furt her 
comments from the com m u n ity and hopefully see this 
through to f inal reading and to get on with the job  of 
flus h i ng out f u rther details so t hat we can i n deed have 
the best ch i ld day care system to be fou n d  anywhere 
i n  the world. 

Q UESTION put, MOTION carried. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

H O N. R .  PENNER: Thank you. I m ight j ust annou nce 
that,  by agreement, th is particular bill is being referred 
to tile Committee on Statutory Regulations and O rders 
which is meet ing on  T h u rsday. 

BILL NO. 23 - THE LEGAL AID 
SERVICES SOCIETY O F  MANITOBA ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.  On the proposed motion 
of the Honourable Attorney-General, B ill N o. 23,  
stand i n g  in the name of the Honourable Mem ber for 
Tu rtle Mou ntain .  

M R .  B. RANSOM: Mr.  S peaker, I i ntend to b e  brief. I 
don't wish to repeat some of the arguments wh ich  
have already been put  forward by my colleagues with 
respect to the dangers of the wording of th is  bill and 
the sorts of groups that m ight conceivably q u alify for 
aid under the bill, as worded. 

What I would j ust s i mply like to po int  out to the 
M i n i ster and the government is that this sort of act ion 
opens the floodgates to requests f rom special i nterest 
gro u ps. Th is  offers never ending possi bil it ies for 
expansion .  

In  th is  case the M i n ister proposes to offer legal 
services to grou ps i nterested in issues wh ich  would 
i nclude consumer and environmental issues. Mr .  
Speaker, I believe the M i n ister would f ind t hat, in  
respect to groups i nterested i n  environmental issues, 
for i nstance, t hat legal services would be somet h i ng 
which they would regard as fai rly low i n  thei r order of 
pr iority i n  terms of being able to fight an issue. The 
M i n ister i s  goi ng to open h is government up to all 



22 June, 1982 

manner of requests to deal with  t hese other types of 
tec h n ical advice which ,  if  offered, will s imply make the 
situat ion t hat m u ch more d i ff icult for government to 
be able to govern. 

Certai nly it seems to me, M r. S peaker, that i t  is the 
respons i b i lity of govern ment to make certai n  that they 
have taken i nto consideration  the views of the p u blic, 
t he values of the p u blic, that they have exam ined the 
merits of various p roposals and that they make the i r  
decis ions in  full k nowledge of the situat ion; but I 
would warn the M i n ister t hat to provide extensive ser
vices to g roups that h ave a concern or  have an i nterest 
in issues of p u blic concern, you wi ll f ind  that t here will 
be a never end ing  stream of demands and that if  
g ranted they can t ie  up the mechanism of government 
almost i n defin itely because i t 's  possible to f ind experts 
t hat can g ive you advice wh ich  is  contrary to almost 
any posit ion that the governmen t  proposes to take. 

Mr. S peaker, I don't  i ntend to belabour the issue at 
all but I do offer that word of warn i n g  to the M i n i ster 
and to the govern ment because it's an area they can 
f ind that will open up to be a much broader one than is  
presented i n  th is  bill. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question? The 
Honou rable Attorney-General will be closi n g  debate. 

H O N .  R .  PENNER: M r. S peaker, I m ove, seconded by 
the M i n ister of Health that the debate on  th is  bill be 
adjou rned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  SPEAKER: On the p roposed motion of the Hon
ourable Attorney-General, B ill No. 27, stand i n g  i n  the 
name of  the Honourable M e m ber for  Lakeside. (Stand)  

M R .  SPEAKER: O n  the proposed motion of the Hon
ou rable Attorney-General B ill No.  30, sta n d i n g  i n  the 
name of the Honourable M e m ber for M i nnedosa. 
(Stand) 

Bill NO. 31 - THE CHILD 
CUSTODY ENFORCEMENT ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: On the p roposed m ot ion of the Hon
ourable Attorney-General B ill No.  3 1  stan d i n g  in  the 
name of the Honourable M em ber for St. N orbert. 

MR. G .  MERCIER:  M r. S peaker, the Honourable 
Attorney-General j ust i ntroduced th is b i ll yesterday 
but  i t  was in the works, M r .  S peaker, pr ior  to the 
change i n  g overnment and I would l ike to make a few 
com ments on the bill, M r. S peaker. With respect to 
any techn icalit ies in the b i ll, I hope that the Attorney
General h as, in one way or  another, had an opportu
n ity to refer the b i ll to the various g roups like the 
Fam ily Law Su bsect ion and the M a n itoba Bar Associ
at ion,  M r. S peaker, whom I believe would be very 
i nterested i n  the contents of th is  b i ll, and who m i g h t  
b0 able t o  provide s o m e  posit ive and constructive 
comments, and perhaps m ight  offer some i m p rove
ments to the bill when i t  reaches the Comm ittee stage. 
I hope, M r. S peaker, that they are aware of this bill and 
will be m ade aware when this bill g oes to Committee. 

M r. S peaker, t h is b i ll deals with  one of the most 

emotional heartrend i n g  situat ions that, I t h i n k ,  can 
possi bly occur in the lives of citizens and does so 
more and more as we witness the i n creas i n g  n u m ber 
of d ivorces and separat ions i n  our society and the 
n u m ber of s i ngle parent famil ies and t hose who are, 
particularly t hose who would be on the Family Law 
S u bsect ion of the M a n itoba Bar who practise i n  t h is 
area of law on a daily basis, could tell the members of 
th is  House some real horror stories that occur almost 
every day i n  o u r  society, Mr. Speaker, where one 
spouse or the other leaves the home with the children 
and takes the c h ildren to another j u risdict ion;  let 
alone the d i ff icult ies that occur in custody situations 
where both spouses remain in th is  j u risdict ion in t h is 
prov ince and they get i nvolved i n  very d i ff icult ,  very 
complex, very expensive custody proceedi n gs i n  
other prov inces, Mr .  Speaker. 

The fact that th is  b ill adopts as a pr inci ple, M r. 
Speaker, i n  Section 4 ( 1 )  g i v i n g  to t h e  court, where the 
c h ildren have a real and substant ial connect ion with  
the prov ince, g ive that court j u risdict ion,  Mr .  S peaker, 
i f  i t  i s  adopted by every provin ce in t h i s  land that 
would tend to elim inate some of the i n terprovincial 
d i s putes that h ave taken place and do, o n  a daily 
basis, take place. 

It would be helpful i n deed, M r. Speaker, and I would 
h ope,  in any event, and I ' m  reasonably satisfied that 
the Attorney-General wi ll cont i n u e  to press on other 
p ro v i n c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  p r ov i n c i al 
Attorneys-General, the p ractice that we follow i n  
M a nitoba o f  mak ing  available C rown C o u nsel, Crown 
Attorneys to assist in enforcement of orders from 
other j u risdict ions, enforc ing them in this province. 
T hat can go some way, M r. S peaker, to prov i d i n g  
i m mediate legal assistance where t h e  child's wherea
bouts come to the k nowledge of the spouse from 
whom they have been abducted or  taken away. That is 
a good practice, Mr .  Speaker, and i t  i s  one which I 
pressed on other Attorneys-General and o n  other 
prov inces and I hope that the p resent Attorney
General will cont inue to i m p ress upon other prov i n
ces, as a practice t hat should be adopted i n  t h ose 
other j ur isdict ions. 
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M r. S peaker, I would be in terested to k now from the 
Attorney-General, perhaps when he  sums up h i s  posi
t ion with respect to,  I believe, some proposed 
amendments of the C r i m i nal Code wh ich  at one stage 
were being considered as strengthen ing the provi
sions of the C r i m inal Code with respect to abduct ion 
and considerin g  i t  as a cri m i nal offence. I k now t here 
were some Attorneys-General who h ad concerns 
about that, Mr. S peaker, but  I took the posit ion that 
t h is was such a serious matter, u nt i l  there was a better 
system of enforcement,  i t  should be considered as a 
crim i nal offence. 

M r. S peaker, I would be i nterested i n  that C o m m it
tee and perhaps reviewi n g  with the Attorney-General 
h is comment that other p rov i nces do not i ntend to 
enact this new leg islat ion.  He d id  say that in response 
to a question that i t  wasn't because they were opposed 
to t h is leg i slat ion but I would be i nterested in review
i n g  with h i m  the reasons that other prov i nces have 
i n d icated for not enact i n g  th is  legislat ion .  

M r. S peaker, t h i s  b i l l  was in  the works. We're sup
port ive of th is  or  any other  steps that  can be taken to 
i m p rove the enforcement of i nterprov in cial C ustody 



O rders as well as Mai ntenance O rders. 
Thank you . Mr. S peaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, J. Storie: The Honourable 
Attorney-General. 

H O N .  R. PENNER: J ust very briefly in clos ing debate 
then on  B i ll N o. 3 1 ,  I thank the M e m ber for St. N orbert 
for h is supportive remarks and concerns. I believe that 
i n  many ways Man itoba has shown the way i n  family 
legislation and fortunately, although there are some 
su bstantial d ifferences of approach and nevertheless 
there has been more consensus than d i fference i n  the 
way in  which respective govern ments, both  N O P  and 
Conservative, have approached the question of mari
tal p roperty, family maintenance and c h ild custody. I 
would be pleased to d iscuss with h i m  i n  com m i ttee 
such concerns as he m ay have and I would h ope to be 
i n  a posit ion to provide him with t he i nformation he 
req uests about the approach of other j u risdict ions 
because I do believe that i s  i mportant. 

I j ust want to make one comment a bout the q uest ion 
of the i nclus ion i n  the C r i m i n al Code of a c h ild abduc
t ion provis ion based on t h is k i n d  of s ituat ion that is 
i n terparental. In fact, there is a provis ion in the Cr imi
nal  Code t hat deals with what we m ight call i nterpar
ental abduct ion .  The d iff iculty with i t  as an enforce
ment vehicle - and that's why th is  particular statute is 
being brought in - is that,  f i rst of all, i t  does requ i re that 
one i nvokes the cr im i nal p rocess wh ich ,  I t h i n k ,  i t 's 
readily understood is a very blunt i nstrument. I t  br ings 
the whole force of the state i n  on an i n d iv idual who 
m ust, beyond a reasonable dou bt, be cr im inalized; 
and in order to do that,  because i t  i s  one the major 
offences in the C r i m in al Code, the court before f ind
i ng such a person gu i lty, has to establish a gu i lty state 
of m i nd ,  has to p rove t hat there was an i ntention; and 
has to do more than that,  has to prove what is called 
gu ilty k nowledge with respect to the existence of a 
court order favour ing the other spouse. That's why 
that particular provision of the C ri m i n al Code is  used 
so rarely. 

Th is  is, in effect, a civ il  statute wh ich provides a 
broader remedial power that is not essentially p u nitive 
in nature but i s  remedi al. That, after all, is what we are 
a i m i ng at; that is ,  to restore the ch ild to the parent who 
has lawful custody; to prevent, i nsofar as we can pre
vent, th is  regrettable, often tragic c h ild-grabb ing 
under  t hose c i rcumstances. Therefore, one should 
look on  i t ,  n ot as in any way d i fferent from,  but rather  
supplementary to the exist ing but essentially i nopera
tive statute in the Cri m inal Code. 

So, aga i n ,  I thank the Member for St. N orbert for h is 
general su pport for the pr inci ples of the b i ll and look 
forward to a constructive d iscussion with h i m  i n  
com m i ttee. 

Q UESTION put, MOTION carried. 

BILL 33 - THE ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY 
FOR TAXATION ACT 

M R .  DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the proposed motion of 
the Honourable M i n ister of M u n ic ipal Affairs, B ill N o. 
33, An Act to amend an Act respect i n g  the Assess
ment of Property for Taxat ion in the M u n ic ipalities i n  
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1 98 1 -82, stand i ng i n  the name of the Honourable 
Mem ber for Robl in-Russell. 

T he Honourable Member for Roblin-Russell. 

MR. W. McKENZIE: Mr.  S peaker, I 've read the open
i ng statement on  this bill of the Honourable M i n ister, 
perused the bill and the report in some depth ,  to  try 
and ascertain why the b i ll i s  before us  and why the 
government of the day h as seen fit to set aside t h is 
long awaited p iece of legislat ion to deal with the 
assessment practices i n  o u r  prov ince. I th ink I ' m  satis
if ied,  Mr. Speaker, and I t h i n k  most of the people i n  
th is  prov ince are satisfied that enough meetings have 
been held already for this House and the M i n ister to 
p roceed with the recom mendations of the committee, 
especially some of the legislative requ i rements which 
are long overdue. 

I suspect, M r. S peaker, t hat the Honourable M in is
ter and the government of the day have a problem with 
th is  report because of the name of the author being 
Weir .  I 'm sure that it 's going to take them a long t ime to 
try and d igest the su bject matter of the com mittee, 
especially when he was the chai rman. I went through 
th is  "Clear C hoice For All  M a nitobans" with a f ine
toothed comb to see if ,  i n  fact, the N ew Democratic 
Party have addressed themselves to this su bject m at
ter d u ring the campaign.  I fail to see even ment ion of 
the su bject. That's strange, Mr. Speaker, because th is  
has been a longstanding problem i n  t h is p rovince, the 
assessment p ractices and one, I t hought, that at  least 
one would have put a l ine in that great document t hat 
we quote from on many occasions in th is  House. 

M r. S peaker, u nfortunately, there is  not h i n g  i n  that 
document,  at least that I have been able to u nveil, to 
show t hat the party or  the government are at all con
cerned about th is su bject matter. Of course, now my 
suspic ions are sort  of reinforced by the b i ll that we 
have before us, where we have the M i n ister ask ing for 
an extension of the freeze and no date, u nfort u n ately. 
He hasn't given us any i dea of when he's goi n g  to deal 
with it. I wonder if, i n  fact, t hey want to deal with  it at 
all. 

Im wonderi ng, M r. S peaker, as we stand here, what 
k i n d  of message the Honourable M i n ister's gett ing 
f rom these meeti ngs of the U n ion of M u n i c i palities, 
the regional meet i ngs that are being held in the prov
i nce at the present t ime. I t h i n k  he was at one th is  
morn ing i n  M i nnedosa and I believe he  was at one 
yesterday. I 'm sure when he  closes the debate, he'll 
give us some of his wisdom of what the u n ion is  tell ing 
h im.  Some of the conversat ions I 've h ad with u n ion  
people who are  attend i ng t hese regional meeti ngs tell 
me that they are u rging the M i n ister - i n  fact, the 
resolut ion was on  the Order Paper yesterday - to pro
ceed i m mediately. U nfortunately, Mr. Speaker, that's 
n ot going to be the way. He's going to delay t h is t h i n g  
to some u n k nown date. 

I wonder too, M r. S peaker, why the M i n ister or why 
the government are backing away from the recom
mendations of the com m i ttee, especially the legisla
tive req u i rements, because in the report it's q u ite easy 
to see t hat the com mittee recom mended t hree types 
of assessment legislation should take place almost 
i m mediately if we're to i m plement the recom menda
tions of the com mittee. But the M i n ister hasn't seen fit 
to do that ;  to follow out that gu ideli ne and at the end of 
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the f i rst recom mendation,  M r. S peaker; in the report 
it's q u ite clear. He says, in the com mittee's report, 
such a delay would be u n acceptable to the p u b l ic;  
acceptance, it  says, of the committee's recommenda
t ions,  but not the second alternative for the i mplemen
tat ion which would i n volve the extension of Bi l l  1 00, at 
least u nt i l  Decem ber 3 1 st, 1 987. 

Mr .  S peaker, it  says here the committee says, i n  
thei r o p i n i o n ,  such a delay would b e  u nacceptable to 
the p u bl ic .  I t h i n k  I s ide i n  with the com mittee report 
o n  th is  very i m portant matter, that such a delay as 
we're experienc i n g  with th is  b i l l  is u nacceptable. I 
t h i n k  that's what the U ni o n  of M un i c i pal it ies and the 
reeves and counci l lors are tel l i n g  the Honourable M in
ister, that to delay th is  to 1 987 or  whatever date he  has 
i n  mind is  not acceptable. I 'm s u re he' l l  g ive us  the 
benefit of h is  wisdom. 

There certai n l y  m ay be parts of it ,  the legis lat ion ,  
more d iscussions wi th  the Department of Edu cation 
and the school trustees across the prov ince to ensure 
that we can come u p  with a fai r way to share the 
prov i ncia l  and m u nic i pal and school tax levies o n  the 
p rovi nce, that there may be more debate req u i red for 
that. But, Mr. S peaker, I say as I stand here today, I ' m  
l i ke a lot o f  reeves and cou nc i l lors i n  t h e  prov ince, 
d isappoi nted that the M i n ister has seen fit to b r i n g  a 
b i l l  before us that he's not prepared to deal with .  We're 
go ing  to have more reviews. I spoke on reviews last 
n i g ht in a short add ress to the House. That's one of the 
favorite tactics of th is  g overn ment,  to throw a nother 
review i nto c i rcu lat ion .  I t h i n k  we're reviewi n g  al most 
everyt h i n g  that's of any s ign if icance for th is  govern
ment. I don't k now whether they don't h ave the t ime or 
whether they don't have the courage or  because 
maybe this is not in their  g u ide l i nes that they're not 
prepared to deal with at this t i me. 

Mr .  S peaker, I suggest to the Honourable M i n ister 
that th is  matter has been studied in this province for 
many, many years. T h is study I t h i n k  is one that's the 
best I 've seen in my t i me. I t h i n k  it's reasonable; it 's 
acceptable; the p u b l i c's wait ing  for it ;  the U ni o n  of 
M u n ic ipa l ites are wait i n g  for i t .  I gather from the 
regional  meet ings that are being held in th is  prov ince 
at the p resent t ime, one resolut ion h as al ready been 
d i rected to the Honourable M i n ister - i f  it  h asn't 
a l ready, it  w i l l  be d i rected to h i m  - urg ing  h i m  to 
proceed at the earl iest possib le opportu n ity and not 
delay this long overdue legislat ion by putt ing  a b i l l  
such as th is  before the House. 

So I h o pe, when the M i n ister closes debate, he' l l  
g ive us  a l i tt le more positive i n d ication of where th is  
government i s  going,  to take the recom mendations of  
this committee, not another review. There may be 
parts, as I spoke earl ier, that  need more d iscussion but 
the f i rst three recommendations, I th ink ,  of the com
mittee, the p u b l ic's waiti n g  for them,  the u n ion is  wait
i n g  for them,  I'm wait i n g  for them and I hope the 
M i n i ster w i l l  consider. In fact, he's tal k i n g  about a 
date; g ive us the date that you i ntend to extend it.  I 
d id n't th i n k  an extension was needed but maybe the 
M i n ister can prove to me that he  needs more t ime. I 
don't hear that out i n  the cou ntry at a l l .  I t h i n k  they're 
ready for it  and they're wait i n g  for the legislat ion and 
he's the one who wi l l  h ave to carry it  through th is  
House. 

I look forward to the M i n ister's com ments when he 

gets around to closing debate. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of 
M u n ic ipal Affairs wi l l  be clos ing debate. 
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HON. A. ADAM: Thank you ,  M r. Deputy S peaker. I t's 
a p leasure to rise and close debate on  B i l l  33,  a bi l l  to 
extend the freeze that was i mp lemented by the pre
vious adm i n istrat ion.  

M r. Deputy S peaker, I am somewhat baffled and 
concerned by the com ments that I 'm heari n g  from 
m e m bers of the O pposit ion.  For i n stance, I ' l l  start with 
and refer to comments made by the M e m ber for Rob
l i n  who was the last member of the O pposit ion to 
speak, i n  wh ich  he says he doesn't t h i n k  an extension 
is needed. Mr .  Deputy S peaker, when he  m akes that 
statement he i n d icates that he doesn't accept the 
report ,  he  d oesn't accept the  recom mendati o n ,  
because it i s  clear that the Assessment Review Com
m i ttee has i n dicated in thei r p rel i m inary report, their 
i nterim report, that they recommen ded a freeze be 
extended. So now, the Member for Rob l in  i s  taki n g  
issue w i t h  the comm ittee. He says they are wrong;  h e  
says they are wrong f o r  suggest ing  that there should 
be a n  extens ion of the freeze and we have had other 
people as wel l ,  M r. Deputy S peaker, who have sug
gested that; do not extend the freeze; go  ahead and 
put  it  in p lace. 

I want to say there are more. I am receivi n g  more 
requests from m u n i cipa l i ties. The Member for Rob l in  
says that m u nic i pal it ies want to  see it proceed i m me
d i ately. Yes, they do a n d  I do. I wou l d  l i k e  to see it 
proceed as expeditiously as is p ru dently poss ible. 
Yes, there are a few m u n i c i pa l it ies who said,  yes, go 
ahead with it. We have received a n u m ber of letters; 
one said we h ave some concerns about the recom
mendat ions but we recommend that you go ahead 
with it .  M r. Deputy S peaker, I wrote back to these 
part icular m u n ic ipal it ies and said ,  would you please 
i n d icate the recom mendations that g ive you some 
concern.  T h is i s  what I 'm try i n g  to f ind out.  What are 
the issues or the recommendations,  the sections that 
you have concerns about? 

Mr .  Deputy S peaker, we received another corres
pondence from a larger u rban centre, a rural centre, 
and they i nd icated they have made some prel i m inary 
studies of the recom mendations and they said,  p lease 
do not p roceed u nt i l  you meet with us  again ;  we wish 
to d iscuss the contents of these recommendations. So 
I say to you,  to the Mem bers of the O p posit ion,  that it  
is not a l l  that s imple.  As a matter of fact, the posit ion 
that I h ave taken in ask i n g  m y  staff, f i rst of al l ,  to m ake 
a n  i n-depth study of the recommendations so that 
they themselves wil l  be able to analyse the i m p l i ca
t ions and they would then be able to br ief the Cabinet, 
the M i n isters and the Members of the Legislat ive 
Asse m b ly and we hold heari ngs.  I have asked my staff 
as well to do a n u m ber of p rojects, a n u m ber of 
assessments, part icularly on  school d iv is ions,  and 
that is now u nder way. That is tak i n g  p lace at the 
p resent t ime.  We i ntend to do a n u m ber of them,  M r. 
Deputy S peaker, perhaps h alf  a dozen or so, i n  d iffer
ent areas of the p rovince in order that we can have an 
accu rate idea of what the i m p l i cat ions are for the 
people of M a nitoba. In  that  respect, Mr .  Deputy 
Speaker, I have received not h i n g  but positive corn-



ments. noth ing  but posit ive com ments on the way that 
we are proceedi n g  to look at th is report. 

In fact. i f  I may quote from Page 3366 where the 
M em ber for Swan R iver who is  the crit ic for the Oppo
sit ion on M un i c i pal Affairs. i n  which he says. and I 
quote. "I do not see anyth ing  wrong with the M in ister's 
suggestion that an al l-party Legislat ive Committee be 
establ ished."  Wel l .  M r. S peaker. th is  f l ies i n  the face of 
the suggestions from the M e m ber for Rob l in ;  i t  f l ies i n  
the face o f  t h e  comments from t h e  M em ber for St. 
N orbert. The crit ic for the off icial  O pposit ion.  of which 
there's only one.  ind icates that he  f inds no fau l t  with 
the way I am p roceeding .  He suggests that we should 
not delay and he suggests that I a m  d i l ly-da l ly ing .  I 
don't  k now where I have d i l ly-dal l ied on it .  We have 
proceeded expedit iously. The staff, at the moment.  
are studyi ng  the report and its 1 64, I bel ieve. recom
mendations. The Assessment Branch is  n ow do ing 
assessments at  the present t i me. I t h i n k  even today 
they are doing so. I fai l  to see where the problem is.  

N ow. Mr .  Speaker. the Mem ber for St. N orbert. i n  his 
comments. fi rst of a l l  - and he's correct - he says the 
recom mendations and assessments are not widely 
understood. Agreed. He ind icated that i t  was a very 
com p lex issue. Agreed. He also i n d icated that the 
government he real ized - and that is I 'm t ry ing  to 
paraph rase or quote h im as accurately as I possib ly 
can - he  said he realizes t hat the government does not 
h ave to accept any of the recom mendat ions i f  i t  does 
not want to do so and that i s  correct. But t hen he  goes 
on to say that the - and as other mem bers have said -
goes on to say that there should be a date i n  the 
extension i n  B i l l  33 .  O n  the one hand.  the mem ber 
says that the govern ment doesn't have to accept any 
of the recom mendations: then he  says there has to be 
a freeze. These two statements are contradictory to 
one another. 

I want to advise the honourable mem bers opposite 
that I h ave received requests from some of the local 
govern ments that have said, we have sat down and 
studied this as best we can and we want to ask you not 
to do anyt h i n g  unt i l  you meet with us again. That is 
what we i ntend to do.  M r. S peaker. We are proceedi n g  
i n  that manner.  

As far as the freeze is concerned. M r. Speaker. the 
Honou rable Mem ber for Pem bina when he spoke 
i n d i cated t hat the review took m uc h  longer :han - I 
bel ieve it was h i m ,  I ' l l  apologize if I ' m  i ncorrect -
l on ger than they h ad ant ic ipated and that because of 
that - again that is a contradictory statement. On the 
one hand he has stated that when they asked for a 
review that they d i d  not expect it would take that long 
to do the review. Therefore. an extension is necessary. 

I suggest to you.  M r. Deputy S peaker, that B i l l  1 00 
should have been so worded that we woul d  not have 
had to have B i l l  33 before th is  House. T h is b i l l  should 
not be here i f  members opposite had been do ing the i r  
work. 

So now, Mr. Speaker. I am fol lowing the recom
mendations of the Assessment Review Committee. 
They have g iven us two alternatives: one is to extend 
the freeze for one year: the other alternat ive is to 
extend i t  to 1 987. M r. Speaker, i t  is not my i ntention to 
h ave to come back here next year to bring another b i l l  
t o  extend i t  f o r  another year -( Interject ion)- I ' m  not 
i nterested in br ing ing  legislat ion just for the fun of 
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br ing ing  legislat ion in th is  House, Mr .  Speaker. We 
now h ave the flex i b i l i ty wi th  th is  b i l l  to remove the 
freeze in  one year, two years, t h ree years along wi th  
the recom mendations of the Assessment Review 
Committee so I fai l  to see where the problem is, M r. 
S peaker. I h ave i n d icated that I w i l l  be setti n g  u p  a 
Legislative Committee composed of members oppo
site a long with mem bers of the govern ment side. T hey· 
are part of the deal, Mr. S peaker. They w i l l  be on the 
road with us and report back to the next  s i t t ing of the 
Legislature, that w i l l  be next  spr ing ,  I p resume. I fai l  to 
see what i s  wrong with the way we are proceedi n g .  We 
are gett ing  posit ive response on the way we are pro
ceedi n g. We are do ing somet h i n g, M r. Speaker. not 
j ust for a year or  two: we are t ry i n g  to come up with  
assessment legislation that w i l l  be with us for  a 
n u m ber of years, perhaps 1 0, 1 5  years. 

Mr. S peaker, we want to k now what the i m p l ications 
are and the way I 'm proceedi n g  we wil l  know and so 
w i l l  mem bers know. T hey w i l l  be briefed and when we 
go out on these committee hearings, they w i l l  know 
what t he i m p l i cations are and they w i l l  be able to 
dialogue i ntel l igently and constructively with members 
out there. the M u nic ipal  Counci l  and other i nterested 
g ro u ps. 

I recommend that t hey accept t h is b i l l  as i t  is. We are 
s incere with  t h is b i l l .  We are go ing  to p roceed as 
expedit iously as is  prudently possi ble. 

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

I NTRODUCTION OF G UESTS 

MR. D E PUTY SPEAKER: Before we continue, I 'd  l i ke 
to d i rect the members' attention to the gal lery on my 
left where we h ave 40 members of the M oose Lake 
F ishermen's Association in attendance. 

On behalf of a l l  the mem bers of the Assembly,  I 
welcome you here today. 
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These i n d iv iduals are obviously represented by the 
M LA for The Pas. 

On the proposed motion of t he Honourable M i n ister 
of Com m u n ity Services B i l l  No.  51 , An Act to amend 
the C h i l d  Welfare Act. The bi l l  stands i n  the name of 
the Honourable M e m ber for Fort Garry. (Stand) 

MR. D EPUTY SPEAKER: O n  the proposed motion of 
the Honourable Attorney-General B i l l  No.  53, An  Act 
to amend The B u i lders' L iens A ct ,  Loi m od if iant la Loi  
sur  le p riv i lege du  constr ucteu r ,  stands i n  the name of 
the Honourable Member for St. N orbert. (Stand) 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  On the p roposed motion of 
the Honourable Attorney-General Bi l l  No.  60, The Sta
tute Law A mendment Act, stands in the name of the 
Honourable M e m ber for  St. N orbert. (Stand) 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

H O N .  R. PEN N E R :  M r. S peaker, I m ove, seconded by 
the M i n ister of M u n i c i pal Affairs, that the House 
resolve itself i nto a Committee to consider of the 
Supply to be g ranted to Her Majesty. 

It is  the i ntent ion to conti nue  the debate wh ich  was 
adjou rned last n i g ht in Committee on S up p lemen
tary Esti mates. 



MOTION presented. 

M R .  D EPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of 
the O pposit ion.  

MATTER OF G RIEVANCE 

HON. S. L Y O N :  M r. S peaker, I rise to speak today on  a 
g rievance as we go i nto the M ot ion of S u pply and to 
use th is  occasion wh ich  is g iven to each member once 
in the Session,  to express on  behalf of the people of 
Man i toba the real gr ievance that they m u st feel about 
the lost opportu nities, the lost expectations and hopes 
that are today more clear than ever before, d i rectly 
attr ibutable to th is  government opposite. 

So from t i m e  to t ime,  Mr. S peaker, when some of us 
get up to express a g rievance we centre on  an issue 
that is of part icular concern to our constituency or to a 
select group i n  M a nitoba. I today centre on issues i n  
the course o f  my com ments that affect every cit izen of 
Man i toba and affect them in a very prej u d ic ia l  way. It 
is rarely that a government so shortly i nto its term of 
office, it  i s  rarely that such a government can attract to 
itself an i n d ictment agai nst it  for s ins  of omission and 
com mission that they have com mitted in the f i rst s ix 
months or  so of their  term which wi l l  have a profo u n d  
effect, M r. S peaker, upon t h e  future o f  th is  prov ince 
and as I 've said before, a very deleterious effect, upon 
the l i ves of  each and every citizen of th is  p rov ince. 

Mr. S peaker, it  was only a week ago that we had the 
most u n fortunate and sad announcement from Alcan 
that they were suspen d i n g  i ndefin i tely any plans for 
the establ i s hment of a smelter com p lex i n  the Prov
i nce of M a nitoba. I don't t h i n k  that I need read to the 
House again all of the benefits that h ave been post
poned as a resu lt of that u nfortunate decision by 
Alcan. S u ffice it  to say, M r. S peaker, that in earl ier 
debates in th is  House we were ad mon ish ing  th is  gov
ernment to get on  with bargai n i n g  i n  good faith so that 
they could mai ntai n and re-ach i eve the momentum 
that had been left to them as,  i f  I may say so, M r. 
Speaker, a solemn trust that they had been left to 
mainta in  a n d  to m ove ahead with ,  in terms of achiev
i n g  the thousands of jobs d irectly, and i n d i rectly, that 
would h ave been ava i lable to Manitobans as a result of 
this smelter p roject. 

At the very least, S i r, - because none of us on t h is 
s ide of the  House are b l i n d  to the forces of the econ
omy of the Western World or  of the economy of N orth 
A merica, we know that we're in a recession - but at 
least, M r. S peaker, that this government with goodwi l l  
and with some fai nt e lement of p rudence could h ave 
conti n ued on from the Memoran d u m  of U nderstand
i n g  that was in existence with Alcan,  and could have 
assured that the Memorand u m  of U nderstand ing  was 
undergi rded by further agreements with M a n itoba 
Hydro with respect to Hydro sales, and could then 
have convinced Alcan that it  was i n  their  i nterests in  
the short-term and med i u m  and l on g-term to take up 
the options of land that Alcan h ad negotiated i n  the 
Bal moral D istr ict after announc ing  p ractical ly a year 
ago that it i ntended to l ocate its plant there su bject to 
environmental and su bject, of cou rse, to socioeco
n o m ic and other stud ies which the government and 
Alcan had put under way. 

I t  was a g o i n g  concern unt i l  the M i n ister of E nergy 
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and M ines and some of the new it i nerants that they 
brought on  to their  staff got a hold of it .  I t  was a go ing  
concern and nobody is try ing  to  say, M r. Speaker, that 
compan ies are not postpon ing  construction deci
s ions today, of course they are. But the d i fference 
between the postponement of the construct ion deci
sion i n  Quebec, wh ich  was announced some 48 hours 
after the sad announcement i n  M a n itoba, the contrast 
between that and what's happened in M a nitoba, as 
I 've said earl ier ,  speaks a book. 

I n  M a n itoba, what were they faced with? F irst of a l l  
A lcan ,  when they started to negotiate with the M i n is
ter of E nergy and M ines and his new team ,  his new 
Deputy M i n ister of E nergy and M ines - that Ottawa 
Pal lad i n  that came around here fresh from Ed Broad
bent's office with all of the i m pedimenta of doctr ine 
a n d  doctr ina i re nonsense that  office would cause to 
adhere to anyone's sk in  - what were they faced with? 
F irst of  a l l ,  with the bald statement that h ad been made 
by the New Democrat ic Party d u ri n g  the elect ion 
campa ign  that they would n ot sel l to Alcan any por
t ion of a Hydro E lectric Generat i n g  P lant wh ich  was 
Alcan's p recondit ion,  M r. Speaker, for com i n g  to 
M a n itoba, that was the precondit ion .  How do I k now 
that was a precondit ion? Because, Mr. S peaker, o u r  
government went o u t  and sought energy i n tensive 
com panies to come to Mani to ba to rea l ize the poten
tial of t hat hydro-electric resou rce to create jobs i n  
M a n itoba based upon that resource. W e  k new that 
resou rce had to be put  to work for the people of M a n i
toba. We knew that was the pr imary way to h arness 
hydro-electric energy. Sure we're i n terested in a 
secondary and a tertiary way i n  export sales, pr imar i ly  
of course, M r. S peaker, and f i rst of course to Sas
katchewan and A lberta, the Western I nter-Tie because 
that would make L imestone poss ible.  Of course we 
were interested in that. 
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But what i n  terms of pr iority was the f i rst goal ,  the 
f i rst goal of any govern ment based on  common sense, 
the f i rst goal of any govern ment that u nderstands 
what th is  p rovi nce is  a l l  about? The f i rst goal ,  Mr.  
S peaker, was to m ake that energy resource work for 
the people of M a nitoba, produce jobs for the people of 
M a n itoba, expand the economy of the Prov ince of 
M a n itoba, create tax dol lars for the Government of 
M a n itoba so that through that expanded economy 
and those tax dol lars we would then, as a govern ment 
and as a people, have the ab i l ity to spend m o re for 
educat ion ,  for health care, for the i nfrastructure of our 
roads and transportation system, for the assistance 
that people from M oose Lake look for in the k i n d  of 
future that they see ahead of them,  wh ich is  a l l  too 
bleak,  and any govern ment with compass ion wants to 
see special assistance and aid g iven to people who 
need that k i nd of help.  

That was a l l  i m pl ic i t  in the development for A lcan. It  
was good for a l l  of M a nitoba u nt i l  the M i n ister of 
Energy and M ines and his ideologi ca l  col leagues got 
a hold of it .  Wel l ,  the f i rst t h i n g  they said,  Mr .  S peaker, 
was this, we're not prepared to sel l any port ion of a 
hydro-electric p lant to Alcan, and secondly ,  M r. Al can,  
we're n ot fussy about the site that you've chosen, we 
want to take a look, and we want to review some of the 
sites, because in our g reat wisdom - and I can just hear 
the M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes who is  so all
knowing and al l-see i n g  - in his g reat wisdom Alcan 



real ly  had to be second-guessed about their  site. 
because after all what did they k now about it .  

So, Mr .  S peaker. i nstead of negotiation over the last 
few months,  what we've been h av i n g  i n  M a nitoba is  a 
k in derg arten c lass for the M i n ister of E nergy and 
M ines to educate him and Mr .  E l iesen ,  h i s  fr iend from 
Ottawa, i nto the basic economi cs of why an a l u m i n u m  
smelter p l a n t  s h o u l d  be estab l ished i n  Manitoba; 
where it  shou ld  be estab l ished; that it  has to use 
power; where the power woul d  come from; why they 
want to have a n  i nterest in the power p lant because it 's 
a 35-year agreement and so on .  

Mr .  Speaker, a l l  of that was gone through with the 
p rev ious government a n d  the M e m o ra n d u m  of  
U n derstan d i n g  was i n  p lace. Because my honourable 
fr iend across the way and some of h i s  h i red advisers, 
his h i red g uns ,  requ i red this k i n d  of fundamental edu
cat ion ,  the people of Manitoba today are faced with a 
s ituat ion where A lcan h as p icked u p - p icked u p - and 
left the prov ince without any M emorandum of U nder
stand ing ,  g iven up its options for a site in the I nterlake, 
and I 'm certain that this is the case, I hope it isn 't the 
case. but I ' m  certai n it i s  the case that this government 
w i l l  never again negotiate with A lcan, because Alcan 
has said,  by its actions, never mind its words, A lcan 
h as said by its act ions what it  t h i n ks a bout the sty le  of 
negotiation carried on  by the M i n ister of M ines and 
E nergy and his h i red g u ns. 

M r. Speaker. - ( I n terject ion)- yes, we remem ber 
as well that mov i n g  m oment when the M i n ister of 
E nergy and M ines in h is g reat wisdom, aided and 
a betted by that  g reat Deputy that he 's  brought  in  at 
$58,000 - to h ire some social ist at 58,000 bucks out of 
Ed Broad bent's office - to come i n  to negotiate one of 
the b ig gest deals that M a nitoba h as h ad on its p latter 
and with in  its g rasp, one of the l i n ch p i ns for the future 
development of th is  p rovince and of o u r  hydro 
resource, to put  that k i nd of person and peop l e  i n  
charge o f  t h e  negotiations i s  not h i n g  short o f  negl i
gence on  the part of the F i rst M i n ister com i n g  as both 
of them, the M i n ister and that Deputy do,  as I say, 
cart ing  about that parapherna l ia  of ideology and 
i nf lex i b i l ity and a l l  of  the doctr ina i re nonsense that 
comes with closed m i n ds who are wedded to this k i n d  
o f  s i l l y  1 9th Century doctr ine.  

So.  M r. Speaker, the A lcan project, the capacity that 
cou l d  be put in p lace in M a nitoba, the $800 m i l l ion  
p lant is suspended i ndefinitely.  Forty-eight  hours 
l ater A lcan a n n o u nces that with respect to the 
rep lacement of a p lant at Arvida, it  is tak i n g  up options 
in the Prov ince of Quebec; it  has secured the approval 
of the G overnment of Quebec with respect to envir
on mental matters and the l ocation  of a p lant south of 
Arvida and that wh i le  it  is not announc ing  the date of 
the p l a nt's construct ion ,  that is the site that h as been 
selected, everyth ing  is in p lace. ready to go. 

N ow, M r. S peaker. there's the contrast. When new 
capacity is put i nto p lace in Canada by A lcan it's go ing  
to  be put i nto p lace i n  Quebec because th is  govern
ment fumbled the bal l .  New capacity is new capacity. 
It's either for replacement of exist ing  capacity or  it's 
expansion capacity. My h onourable friend can read 
from a l l  of the n ice news reports that he wants to read 
from and from a l l  of the self-serv i n g  docu ments that 
he wants to p u l l  out which say what a g reat fel low he is  
and what a g reat negotiator he is,  accordi n g  to  the  
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F i rst M i n i ster - a l l  of wh ich  is so much baff legab - he 
can read from a l l  of th is  bus iness that he wants, but 
the fact remains that when Alcan get i nto the busi ness 
of putt ing  new capacity in p lace in Canada, they're 
g o i n g  to put i t  i nto p lace in Q uebec before they put it  
i nto p lace in M a nitoba. Period. Paragraph and thanks 
very much. T hanks very much, M r. Speaker, to this 
i ncompetent government opposite and i n  part icu lar  to 
this M i n ister who has dropped the ba l l .  

D i d  they not  real ize that we weren't k idd ing when 
we told them a year  ago that we're in  com pet i t ion for 
this p lant ,  with Quebec, with Br it ish C o l u mb ia  where 
A l  can a l ready have faci l it ies in p lace, i ndeed with A us
t ra l i a  and other p laces a ro u n d  the world? - ( I nter
ject ion)- Somebody across the way says g i veaway. 
Is that the runaway tal k i n g  about g i veaways? Wel l ,  M r. 
Speaker, yes, a runaway tal k i n g  about a g iver..vay. M r. 
S peaker. we had a run through the g i veaway syn
drome the other n ight  with the F i rst M i n ister in h i s  
Estimates and t h e  F i rst M i n i ster of t h i s  prov ince who 
was r u n n i n g  around the prov ince tal k i n g  a bout 
giveaways was not able to demonstrate in  one i n stance, 
in any i nstance that he had cited whether i t  be Trout 
Lake, whether it  be Tanta l u m  M i n es, whether it  be the 
A lcan negotiation, the Potash negotiat ion ,  anyt h i n g  at 
all where there was any g i veaway to substantiate h is 
elect ion rhetoric because there weren't any g i vea
ways. - ( I nterjection)- The mem ber across the way 
says, "What about CPR?" Why doesn't he go and talk 
about the G rand Trunk Pacif ic? He wou ld  k now more 
about that. Mr .  S peaker, we're not talk i n g  about the 
CPR.  We're tal k i n g  about an i ndustry that th is  i ncom
petent govern ment in s ix months has managed to lose 
for M a n itoba. We're tal k i n g  about a k i n d  of p i g h
eadedness that has i l l  served the pub l ic  i nterest of th is  
prov ince. We're tal k i n g  about Quebec h av ing  beaten 
Manitoba in six months in getti n g  smelti n g  capacity 
put in p l ace when that company is next able to b u i l d  it. 
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The M i n i ster of E nergy and M ines screwed u p  h i s  
cou rage and went o u t  t o  Stonewal l  a bout t w o  or  three 
weeks ago and what d id  he tel l  them out there? He told 
them that negotiations were going wel l .  Yes, negotia
t ions were go ing  wel l  and that they d i dn 't have to 
worry about anyt h i n g  at a l l .  W hat d id  the F i rst M i n ister 
say when he was talk i n g  about these p rojects in h is  
Esti mates, M r. S peaker? O h ,  the negotiations were 
go ing very wel l .  I t h i n k  I used the word "sw i m m i ngly" 
and he d idn ' t  deny that at  a l l .  

Wel l ,  Mr .  S peaker, they drowned i n  m id-channel  
l ast week;  these negoti11tions that the F i rst M i n i ster 
said were go ing  so wel l ,  that the M i n ister of E nergy 
and M ines assured the people of Stonewal l  who were 
genui nely concerned because they were to be the 
prime beneficiaries in the f i rst i nstance of this new 
economic i njection of l i fe i nto our provi nce. He told 
them th ings were go ing  very wel l .  The master was i n  
charge o f  a l l  t h e  negotiations but a l l  o f  a sudden Al  can 
p u l led the p l u g  and h is ship sank in m i d-channel  and 
M a n itobans are the ones left to pay the p rice for the 
k ind of t inkeri n g ,  for the k ind  of i l l-considered baffle
gab that my honourable friends opposite are so good 
at,  t he kind of fussiness that they were engaged in with 
respect to A lcan's ads. Boy, Mr .  S peaker, if  they h ad 
the chance to ask A lcan again about the ads, wou ld  
they do that aga in?  Don't they w ish  today that Alcan 
was r u n n i n g  an advert is ing campai g n ,  tal k i n g  about 
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estab l is h i ng a p lant  i n  M a n itoba? Would t hey be so 
su persensit ive today, M r. S peaker? I rather t h i n k  not, 
if  they're capable of learn i n g  anyt h i n g .  Or are they l i ke 
the Bourbons as I suggest they perhaps are? - they 
learn not h i n g  and they forget not h i ng .  

I t h i n k  t hat's what w e  have across t h e  way, a b u n c h  
of frozen m inds, M r. S peaker, frozen i n  their  own 
ideology, and the i nab i l i ty to be f lex i b le in negotia
t ions,  the i nab i l ity to see a v is ion for somet h i n g  that i s  
good for  the people of M an itoba. But  no,  when the i r  
f u n n y  i deas about  owners h i p  of part  of a Hydro p lant  
get  i n  the way, those take precedence over the  p u b l ic 
i nterest i n  M an itoba. Wel l ,  that's not good enough,  M r. 
Speaker. 

I l i stened with a g reat deal of d is bel ief today, M r. 
S peaker, when I saw the M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes 
whisper into the F i rst M i n ister's ear and then the F irst 
M i n ister got up with that sort of i t inerant snake o i l  
salesman look  on  h i s  face and sa id ,  if  the deals were 
so good, why d i d  you cal l  the election  when you d i d? 
The M i n ister of E nergy and M ines tr ied that, what I cal l  
campy joke, d u r i n g  the course of h is  Est i m ates and I 
never heard of such h i g h  camp i n  my l i fe. 

Mr. Speaker, you're i n d icat i n g  to me that t here's sti l l  
some t i m e  left. I want to talk about t h e  G ri d .  The 
second annou ncement today, the G rid 's been lost and 
the Gr id  was the l i nc h p i n  for the start i n g  of L i mestone 
and t h is govern ment now has n o  economic j ustifica
tion for start i n g  L i mestone. And what are they g o i n g  
to s a y  a b o u t  that? The M i n ister from Al berta is  say i n g  
pretty clearly, M r. S peaker, why the G ri d  i s  not g o i n g  
to go ahead or  it's g o i n g  to be postponed for a t  least 
two years. He's sayi n g  that th is  govern ment d idn ' t  
negot iate, d i dn ' t  get u p  off  the m at fast enoug h .  No,  
they were too busy hav i n g  meet i n gs with M r .  B lake
ney and with some of the ir  other doctr ina i re fr iends; 
t hey were too busy doing th ings  l i ke that or not even 
meet i n g  with  the M i n isters; too busy cater i n g  to some 
of the ir  f u n ny i deas. T hey were going to dr ive a new, 
hard barg a i n .  Wel l ,  they drove some barg a i n  a l l  r ight ,  
Mr .  S peaker, they drove A lberta r ight  out of the bar
gai n i n g  room .  That's the k i nd of barg a i n  that t hey 
have negotiated. 

So when we come to the Grid, M r. S peaker, we k now 
t hat the concept of the Western Power Grid was some
t h i n g  t hat started back i n  1 978, goes back to 1 962 to 
the National Power G rid ,  the l in kage that we could 
have had t h ro u g h  B.C.  up through the southern states 
i nto M a n itoba and so on, that's not new even though 
some writers i n  the Free Press seem to th ink  i t  is. 
That's not a new concept at al l  and we were do ing  
somet h i n g  about i t ,  M r. Speaker. 

I want to say that the negotiations that have been 
carried on  by t h is M i n ister and by h is Deputy have 
been u n reasonable. They've f lubbed on two deals 
already. They've dr iven one m ajor developer, Alcan, 
out of t h is p rovince. They've succeeded, in s ix  short 
months,  i n  dr iv ing  A l berta out of an agreement which 
the t h ree M i n isters had agreed upon last October and 
which is  now bei n g  considered, or  thought to be con
sidered, by the respective govern ments, an agree
ment that P remier Al lan Blakeney last October said, 
could be settled in a m atter of weeks. N ow Al berta's 
gone from i t  because of the i neptitude, the i nflex i b i l ity 
of the Honourable M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes and 
h is  Deputy M i n ister. 

M r. Speaker, we're used to kooky ideas coming 
f rom across the way.  We're used to the loony fri nge of 
the N O P  with the ir  funny resolut ions ta lk ing  about 
expropriat i n g  Shel l  and I m perial Oi l  and so on  and so 
forth .  We're not used to, M r. Speaker, that k i n d  of 
loon i n ess affect i n g  the pub l ic  i nterest in Man itoba 
and that's what h a p pened in Alcan and in the Western 
Power I n ter-Tie. That is what has h appened. 

M R .  SPEAKER: O rder please. The t i me bei n g  4:30, 
I ' m  i nterrupt ing the proceedings for Private Mem bers' 
Hour .  

M R .  SPEAKER: The f i rst i tem o n  the agenda for today 
is  the point  of order from the Honourable Member for 
Turt le M ou ntain .  

M R .  B .  RANSOM: Yes, M r. Speaker, I bel ieve there's 
an agreement between the Govern ment and the 
O p posit ion t hat P rivate M e mbers' Hour  w i l l  be 
d ispensed with today. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Spri ngfield.  

M R .  A. ANSTETT: Yes, Mr .  Speaker,  that's m y  u nder
stand i n g  as wel l ,  that we wi l l  proceed with the gov
ernment bus iness wh ich is at hand at the cal l i n g  of 
4:30. 
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MATTER OF G R I EVANCE (Cont'd) 

MR. SPEAKER: With the leave of the House, the 
mot ion before the House is  the g rievance by the Hon
o u rable Leader of  the O pposit ion.  

H O N .  S. LYON: Perhaps, S i r, you could g ive me some 
i n d i cation of how much t ime I have to p u rsue my 
gr ievance. 

M R. SPEAKER: O rder please. O u r  ru les do not i n d i
cate any l i m it on the Honourable Leader of the O ppo
sition's t ime.  

H O N .  S. LYON: I l i stened, Mr .  S peaker, wi th  some 
d isbel ief today when I heard the F i rst M i n ister make 
the statement, not only the "cam p" statement about 
the elect ion ,  that is,  that h i g h  h u mo u r  that was whis
pered i nto his ear by the M i n i ster of Energy and M ines, 
but I l istened to the F i rst M i n ister with d isbel ief when 
he said that our government had been rais ing  false 
expectat ions among the people of M an itoba with 
respect to the G rid  and Alcan and I suppose the 
potash mine as wel l .  The F irst M i n ister, who is  any
t h i n g  but  g l i b, was betray i n g  a k i n d  of shal low cyni
c ism in th is  respect that I f ind  u nf itt i n g ,  real ly,  from 
somebody who's g iven the responsi b i l ity of d i rect i n g  
the affairs o f  the prov ince and br i n g i n g  negotiat ions 
of t h is sort  to a successfu l  conc lus ion .  Rais ing false 
expectat ions? M r. Speaker, was Alcan rais ing  false 
expectat ions when they took out opt ions on  land i n  
the I nterlake and said,  t h is i s  the site t hat we h ave 
selected, and they paid money out  to farmers and to 
bus iness people in that area and said ,  we choose to 
locate our p lant here? Was t hat the rais ing  of false 
expectations? I rather  t h i n k  not. The people in the 



I nterlake took it seriously. Some 3,500 of them signed 
a petit ion not too long ago and sent i t  to the M i n i ster of 
E nergy and M ines and said that they wanted that 
smelter to be l ocated i n  the I nterlake. No, I don't t h i n k  
that was a false expectat ion.  

I f  the F i rst M i n i ster i s  r ight,  then by i mp l icat ion,  M r. 
S peaker, he's sayi n g  that A lcan was somehow or  
other in  th is  k i nd of c loud cuckooland area of  th ink ing  
that he's engaged in ,  that Alcan was somehow by 
i m p l icat ion ,  a party to some k i n d  of a vague pol i t ical 
conspiracy to raise the expectat ions of the people of 
Man i toba about the location of a smelter p lant i n  
M a nitoba. What arrant nonsense, Mr .  Speaker. Even 
com i n g  from the F i rst M i n ister, that's arrant nonsense. 

M r. Speaker, i s  he g o i n g  to say that as well about the 
Gr id? I bel ieve I ment ioned,  Mr. S peaker, that the 
current negotiations on  the Grid were started at the 
Western Premiers' Conference, Apr i l  of 1 978. Premier 
Blakeney, P remier Ben nett, Premier Lougheed of 
Alberta and myself attended that meet ing  and one of 
the larger annou ncements coming  out of the com m u
n ique from that meet ing  had to do with the agreement 
of the four western governments then to start a feasi
b i l ity study with respect to a Western Power G rid .  To 
the p ress who were there at the t ime and su bsequently 
when P remier Lougheed came to Mani toba in April of 
1 978, the two of us made a jo int  announcement here i n  
the Cabinet room say i n g  that w e  had the authority 
now to move ahead with th is  study for the feas ib i l ity of 
the Western Power Grid .  

I s  the F i rst M i n ister of Man i toba today try i n g  to say 
somehow or other that th is  was just somet h i n g  that 
we'd conjured u p  in our imag inat ion and that the Pre
mier of Al berta was somehow or  other and the Premier 
Blakeney of Saskatchewan was somehow or other a 
consp i rator with the former government tryi n g  to 
raise the expectations of the people of M a nitoba? M r. 
Speaker, that's u n bel ievable. When you hear that k i n d  
of nonsense coming  from t h e  F i rst M i n ister of the 
Prov ince, when you understan d  that's the k i n d  of 
mental ity that mot ivates this govern ment, then you 
can u nderstand why they've l ost two out of the three 
deals al ready. 

M r. Speaker, are they try i n g  to say that the potash 
deal was a f igment of somebody's imag inat ion? Are 
they t ry ing  to say that I nternational  Chemicals Corpo
rat ion ,  when they came to negotiate with M a 1 1 itoba 
and agreed that they would do extra d r i l l i n g  on  th is  
area that had been del ineated i n  the M cAu ley area of 
M an itoba, that was somehow a conspiracy this com
pany was enter i n g  i nto with the former government of 
Man itoba just to g ive the electorate certai n jo l l ies? M r. 
Speaker, that's what the F i rst M i n ister was see m i n g  to 
suggest this afternoon. 

To repeat myself, when you've got that k i n d  of men
tality charged with the responsib i l ity of bri n g i n g  to a 
successful conclusion these deals that were worked 
on and negotiated by i ntel l igent teams of negot i ators 
and God k nows we hadn't f i n ished all of the negotia
t ions with respect to potash ,  there was sti l l  ground to 
cover on that. But these were real negotiations, M r. 
S peaker. 

I daresay that in the last year, the former M i n i ster, 
M r. Craik ,  in charge of these negotiations, had m o re 
meet ings with the Potash Development Com pany, 
with h is cou nterparts in Western Canada with respect 

22 June, 1982 

to the Western I n ter-Tie and with the Alcan people, 
m ore meetings than the present M i n i ster of M ines and 
E nergy could have had i f  he'd mult ip l ied h is meeti ngs 
by a factor of 50. We're going to be ask i n g  the M i n ister 
of Energy and M ines and the F i rst M in i ster - i nd eed, 
I 've al ready asked the q uestio n :  how many face-to
face meet ings have they had with the pr inc ipals of 
Alcan? How many face-to-face meet ings with the 
pr inc ipals of the potash company, IMC? How many 
face-to-face meet ings have they had with the Premi
ers of Alberta and Saskatchewan with respect to the 
Power G rid ,  the l inchp in  of  development  in  M a nitoba? 
And notwithstand ing  the k i n d  of cosmetics that we 
have become accustomed to expect from the state
ments of the M i n ister of E nergy and M ines, the facts of 
the case which are I ' m  sure capable of being checked 
by the other parties - and we' l l  check therr. ,  don't 
worry - w i l l  betray the fact that th is  government, M r. 
S peaker, has not been negotiat i n g  i n  g ood faith and 
has been negotiat in g  i n  a very lackadaisical way with  
respect to both Alcan and the potash a n d  the Western 
Gr id  concept. 

M r. S peaker, I asked the questions in O rders of  the 
Day today: when is  L imestone going to start? S ix  
months  ago ,  we k new i t  was go ing  to  start i n  1 982 
because the three M i n isters in Western Canada had 
recommended to thei r respective govern ments that 
there was an agreement i n  p lace that those govern
ments, after legal, env i ron mental and oth e r  stud ies, 
should s ign  after further negotiat ions.  Based u pon 
that, M r. Speaker, there was an exchange of letters 
between the then M i n ister i n  charge of Hydro and a 
response from the Chairman of Man i toba Hydro say
i n g  very clearly that L imestone could get under way 
th is  year if  the Western G rid  negotiations could be 
b rought to a successful conclusion and ,  i n deed , work 
was a l ready u nder way with respect to the de
mot h bal l i n g  of the townsite for the preparat ion  tor the 
construction of L imestone. 

M r. S peaker, that's all part of the sad h i story of 
M a n itoba n ow. The annou ncement today is,  i f  I m ay 
say so ,  S i r, even m o re d evastat i n g  t h a n  t h e  
announ cement of last week, because more tu rned on  
the a n nouncement of  the success of  the Western 
I nter-Tie negotiations; more turned on it ,  because 
L i mestone, over $2 b i l l ion  of construct ion in Man i toba 
depended on  it.  

Mr .  Speaker, I 've been look ing at some of the mate
rial that the M i n i ster m ust be aware of because he sat 
i n  the C o m mittee when it was passed a bout; some of 
the material that Man i toba Hydro passed about show
i n g  what the Capital expenditu res were g o i n g  to be for 
that once-great ut i l ity based upon what we cal led the 
worst scenario that they could conceive and that 
table, M r. Speaker, w hich I don't have i m mediately at 
hand ,  but that table shows that there w i l l  be no s u b
stant ial  construct ion based on the ordinary domestic 
load g rowth possi bly unti l  1 988, long after t h is d iscre
d ited government h as been k icked out of office, al beit. 
B ut not u nt i l  1 988 wil l we see any construct ion start on 
L i m estone because the M a nitoba Hydro, even with 
the p resent pol i t ical patronage board wh ich  they have 
put in p lace in su bstitution for some of the good peo
ple who were there, even with the patronage board, 
they are su bject to the advice that they're receiv i n g  
from t h e  President a n d  General Manager. He gave 
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that advice openly i n  the Comm ittee and the M i n ister 
acknowledged it there and that advice is  that without 
the Wester n  I nter-Tie, L i m estone can't  start unt i l  1 988 
at the earl iest for coming on stream in 1 992. 

Well, M r. S peaker, that's the k i n d  of bequest that 
this govern ment in s ix months has g iven to the people 
of M a nitoba. T hat's how they repaid the mandate that 
they received on the 1 7th  of N ovem ber and that's why 
I r ise o n  a g rievance today on  behalf of a l l  of the 
people of M a nitoba to con de m n ,  Mr.  Speaker, the 
i ncompetence of this g overnment,  to condemn in par
ticular the i n co m petence of the M i n ister in charge of 
the negotiations, and to condemn the i t inerant Deputy 
M i n ister of Energy and M ines that he  brought i n ,  
whose lack o f  competence i n  th is  f ie ld i s  a l l  too wel l  
demonstrated by what has occurred in  two of the 
three major projects thus far. 

That i s  why I asked seriously d u ri n g  the Question 
Period and I ask the F i rst M i n ister again that he  con
s ider i m m ed iately putt i n g  another M i n i ster in charge 
of the last remain i n g  negot i at ion .  the one on  potash, 
and gett i n g  r id of the present Energy and M ines M i n is
ter and his Deputy, M r. E l iesen, and gett ing  them as 
far away from these negotiat ions,  which they have 
fouled u p  i n  six m o nths in a way that was v i rtual ly 
beyond bel ief s ix m onths ago; that the people of Mani
toba would  be faced with th is  k ind of a double catas
trophe i n  terms of its economic future, all largely 
attr ibutable to the mishand l i n g  and the wrong-headed 
ideas brought to the negotiat ing  table by this M i n ister, 
by some of his col leagues and certa i n ly by the kookier 
fr inge of his party w h i c h  we are f i n d i n g  day by day is  
overrepresented i n  th is  H ouse. I f  my honoura ble 
friend t h i nks that I ' m  bei n g  u n k i n d  to h i m ,  let h i m  say 
so and I ' l l  j ust start readi n g  back to h i m  aga in  for the 
t h i rd or the fourth t i me some of the kooky resol ut ions 
that th is  party deals with in  a serious way when they 
have their ann ual  conflabs or  cell meet ings or  what
ever you want to call them,  when they ta lk  about 
expropriat i n g  a l l  of the oil  compan ies in M a nitoba. 
-( I nterject ion)- What is that p i p i n g  p lover voice I 
hear, Mr .  Speaker. co m i n g  from the marshes to the 
left? I t  sounds l ike a bittern in d istress. Mr .  S peaker. 

Mr. S peaker, I do not m ake these charges against 
the M i n ister of E nergy and M i n es l i g htly. I do n ot 
inc lude i n  those charges h i s  Deputy M i n ister l i g htly,  
Mr .  Speaker, because the evidence is clear from the 
statement that appeared i n  today's Press from the 
M i n i ster i n  A l berta that he  just doesn 't regard the bona 
! ides of th is  government as bei n g  bro u g ht to the nego
t iat in g  table; they d id n't get on  with the negotiat ions 
fast enough.  The F i rst M i n ister got up in h i s  p l ace 
today betray ing .  I ' m  afra id ,  a degree of i g norance 
about this part icular p roject, the Western I nter-Tie 
that I f i n d  fr ighte n i n g .  He said A l berta's l ooki n g  at 
Slave R iver. Mr. Speaker, last October, Al berta wasn't 
l ooki n g  at S lave R i ver. Who drove them to look at 
Slave R i ver? It wasn't j ust the economy that drove 
them to S l ave R iver, it  was the i ncomptence of the 
negotiat ions carried on by the M i n i ster of E nergy and 
M ines and h is satrap that he  b ro u g ht in from Ottawa. 

Mr. S peaker, I ' m  g o i n g  to lay on  the Table of the 
House a docu ment that has come i nto my possession 
from the Saskatchewan Power Corporat ion ,  a letter 
that was written to Mark E liesen.  Chairman,  Steer ing 
Comm ittee, Western Electric Power Gr id ,  E nergy and 

2 2  June, 1982 

M ines, W i n n i peg, written by the Chairman of Sas
katchwan Power Corporat ion .  Robert H. M o ncur, the 
Pres ident of it ,  on  the 6th of Apri l ,  1 982, when the NDP 
Government of Premier Blakeney was st i l l  in office. I 
want to lay th is  on the Table because it offers some 
corroboration for what I have been say i n g  with respect 
to the i ncom petence and the f ixed attitudes and the 
sheer wrong-headedness t hat this govern ment has 
been br ing ing  to the negotiat ing  table with respect to 
the Western I nter-Tie. Mr .  Speaker, this letter, which I 
presu me is a copy of an or ig i na l ,  reads as fol lows: 

"Dear M ark: Thank you for your letter of Apr i l  2nd  
in  w h i c h  you outl i n e  your  cu rrent posit ion o n  the 
issues of concern raised by M a nitoba regardi n g  the 
d raft I nterim Agreement. I appreciate that as a rela
tively newcomer to these negotiat ions you woul d  have 
concerns with some aspects of the d raft Agreement 
and m ay feel M a nitoba's best i nterests are not pro
tected. However, I bel ieve it  i s  i mportant and I m u st 
e m phasize that we have on ly  been able to reach th is  
po int  in  the negotiat ions as the resu l t  of  compromise 
and a certai n  amount of g ive and take by each of the 
t h ree parties i nvolved." 

Mr. S peaker, I hesitate to i nterject - this i s  a letter 
from the Cha irman of Sask Power to the present Dep
uty M i n ister of E nergy and M ines, th is  great i m portant 
i t inerant Deputy M i n ister that's been brought in that's 
do ing  such a good job according to the M i n ister on 
behalf of M a nitoba. 

"Whi le the Reg ina meet i n g  i n d icated a w i l l i n gness 
by the parties to i n vestigate M a nitoba's concerns 
f u rther, it  should not have been i nterpreted that there 
was a w i l l i ng ness on  the part of Saskatchewan to 
accept the c hanges proposed by M a nitoba as a reflec
t ion of a three-party compro mise. Because the pres
ent Man i toba posit ion,  as out l i ned in your  letter, 
shows l ittle if any change from your i n it ia l  posit ion,  I 
bel ieve it woul d  be helpful  if I were to out l ine  o u r  
thou ghts f o r  considerati o n  i n  advance of t h e  Calgary 
meet ing ."  
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Then he goes on to say and I can read the whole 
t h i n g .  O bv iously some members opposite are l i sten
i n g  to th is  with a g reat deal of care, because they 
hadn't realized perhaps unt i l  th is  moment  just how 
badly these negotiat ions were being hand led even i n  
t h e  eyes o f  t h e  Saskatchewan people w h i le the N D P  
Government was sti l l  i n  office. The letter continues: 

"It has always been Saskatchewan's positi o n  that 
the capital cost al lowed for L imestone should be 
strictly contro l led. However, because these costs 
wou ld be reflected in the power pr ic i n g  and borne by 
the buy ing  prov ince, it  was considered necessary that 
there be a provis ion in the Agreement to ensure 
M a n itoba's d i l igency i n  b u i l d i n g  and contro l l i n g  costs 
of L imestone.  The provision in the current d raft we 
fou n d  acceptable; however, we are prepared to d is
cuss the modificat ions you have proposed w h i le not
i n g  that they provide somewhat less certainty in the 
buy ing  province regardi n g  the f ina l  capital costs. 

"On the m atter of L i mestone output ,  what you are 
propos ing  is  that the buy ing  provinces accept 360 
gWh less than p reviously agreed to with no reduction 
in cost. We u nderstand the argu ments you put forth ;  
h owever, these were the same points covered i n  ear
l ier negotiations and because L i m estone w i l l  produce 
7 ,280 gWh on  average when completed, we bel ieve 
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this is the appropriate energy associated with the 
L imestone p urchase." 

These negotiations. Mr. S peaker. had been go ing 
on for  three years. We n ow have Mr.  E l iesen coming 
along wi th  a l l  of the col lected k nowledge of s ix or  
seven years i n  Ed  Broadbent's office and offer ing to  
complete these negotiations on behalf of  the Provi nce 
of Manitoba. This  is the letter he's gett ing in response, 
this is  only one of them. Mr.  S peaker. there are others. 

I cont inue:  " I n  your proposed revisions to the draft 
I nterim Agreement. the p ric ing arrangements are 
such that the buying provinces accept a l l  the risks. 
pay a h i gher cost for power i n  the i n it ial  years and 
depending on p rice level i ncreases. may at some t ime 
in the future receive economic benefits from the 
power p urchase. Man itobans who are g uaranteed al l  
their  costs and accept n o  risks. suggest that when 
these benefits do occu r. they should be spl it  50-50. We 
f ind this to be u n acceptable and bel ieve that because 
the buy ing  provinces are accept ing all risks. we 
should be g u a ranteed a period of f i rm power pr ic ing 
arrangements. Because of Manito ba's express con
cern that benefits be shared as soon as they occur. it 
may be useful to reconsider the C [2B] B/2 pr ic ing 
arrangements as d iscussed i n  the Gr id  Report.  This 
does provide a mechanism to share costs and benefits 
in an  equ itable manner over the term of the Agree
ment. Whi le Manitoba would not recover total costs i n  
t h e  i n it ial  years. they would share equitably i n  the 
benefits when they may occur .  

"An addit ional  point which I have i ntended to raise 
and which I bel ieve m u st be inc luded in any ag ree
ment is a clause wh ich would deal with the possib i l ity 
and conseq uence of any federal action upon any 
agreements we may reach. The fol lowi ng  is  suggested 
as possible wording:  

" I f  thro u g h  any action of  the Federal Govern ment. 
any p rovision of this Agreement became i noperable 
or caused u ndue economic hardsh i p  on any of the 
parties hereto. the parties w i l l  take action necessary to 
m it igate the circu mstances and share losses fairly. If 
such action by the Federal Government is precipi
tated by a party to this Agreement, the party so doing 
wi l l  compensate the aggrieved parties. 

" I n  s u m m ary, your  suggested changes i nvolve the 
buy ing  provi nces pay ing more, gett ing less energy 
and accepti ng  virtual ly all of the risk. I s im ply cannot 
accept that such an arrangement would be equitable 
from Saskatchewan's point of view. Yours truly,  Sas
katchewan Power Corporat ion,  Robert H.  Moncur,  
Pres ident. c.c. :  R.G. Steele." 

I table that letter, Mr. S peaker, because it g ives 
some i n dication from the Provi nce of Saskatchewan. 
the bed mates i deological ly of these people opposite 
when Premier B lakeney was sti l l  in power, that these 
negotiations were not being carried on in a fair 
manner with respect to Manitoba's g reat interest i n  
t h i s  matter by t h e  present M i n ister o f  Energy and 
M ines and part icu larly by h is  Deputy named i n  that 
letter. 

So, Mr. S peaker. when we g ot the announcement 
today that Al berta is  p u l l i n g  out of the negotiations or 
suspending its i nterest for two years, we had at least 
some i n k l i n g  that both parties. Alberta and Saskat
chewan. were v is ib ly d issatisfied with the method of 
negotiations with the fact that they were in effect back 

to Square One. I ' m  sure. M r. S peaker, they were con
cerned as well  - even the N O P  Government of Sas
katchewan - with the almost ravenous desire of this 
M i n ister to try to indicate, to anybody whose ear he 
could catch, that the previous government had been 
doing such a bad job and they were try ing to clean u p  
the act. H e  was so busy try i n g  t o  score pol it ical  points 
on the p revious government that he has destroyed the 
Western I nter-Tie agreement that was i n  p lace six 
months ago. 

When I heard the F i rst M i n ister tal k i ng today in h is  
best it inerant snake o i l-salesman manner, sitt ing  on 
the end of h is  b uckboard as he does occasional ly ,  
ta lk ing about cheap pol itical shots. Mr .  S peaker, I was 
reminded of my knowledge of that com mu n i cation I 
have j ust put on the Table. I was reminded of every 
attempt t hat th is  M i n ister of Energy and M i :ies has 
made on h is  feet in th is  H ouse throughout this Ses
sion and bel ieve me, he was considerably more jaunty 
here a few weeks ago than he is now. He's rather 
cowed now. M r. S peaker. and so he should be; but 
every chance he's been on his feet to try to p i n  some 
indictment on the former government and saying  you 
overlooked this in Alcan, you weren't do ing good 
negotiating on potash, you were wrong on the I nter
Tie. M i n d  you. we can't tel l  you where you were wrong 
because these matters are  a l l  u nder negotiation. 
-( l nterjection)-

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker. Hydro m anagement couldn't say 
anyth ing  was wrong on the Alcan arrangement or the 
Western I nter-Tie arrangement either because there 
wasn't anyth ing fundamentally wrong with those 
negotiations. No. Mr.  S peaker, and whi le  my honour
able friend opposite and some of h is  col leagues have 
been preoccu pied with mak ing cheap pol it ical shots 
at the former government, two of the three negotia
tions that they had a sacred trust to carry on to a 
successful conclusion have sunk  out of s ight and with 
that the econo m ic future of the people of Man itoba 
has been i m paired in a way that can only be descri bed 
as tragic  because of the i ncompetence, because of the 
pol itical g utter work that th is  part icular M i n ister was 
attem pti ng  to carry on for his own cheap, partisan, 
social ist .  pol itical p urposes. 

In six months. Mr. S peaker. to see two out of the 
th ree. and then for the F i rst M i n ister to try to stand i n  
h is p lace today a n d  say, ha, ha. ifs a l l  d u e  t o  the 
economy. - ( I nterjection) - Well .  Mr.  Speaker, I hear 
that bittern i n  distress again. Wel l ,  Mr.  S peaker. a l l  I 
can say to the honourable member- am I to be a l lowed 
to speak or are we to l isten to these p ip ing  voices. Mr.  
Speaker? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of the 
Opposition. 

HON. S. l YON: Mr. S peaker, a l l  I can say when I l isten 
to the F i rst M i n ister talk about the economic condi
tions that were causing Al berta to withdraw from the 
Western I nter-Tie. I say that's just so m uch rot. 

I read today the letter from the Saskatchewan 
Power Corporation President. Did he talk about the 
economic condit ions of the time making the agree
ment i m poss ib le? No. not a word. He talked a bout the 
i ntransigence. the p igheadedness and the lack of 
knowledge of Manitoba's chief negotiator. That's 
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what he tal ked about i n  the f i rst paragraph ,  your lack 
of fam i l i arity with what's g o i n g  on  and at the end h i s  
s u m mary say i n g ,  what you' re suggest i n g  is j ust not 
poss ib le  in the best i n terests of the people of Saskat
chewan. You s u ppose we hadn't gone thro u g h  that 
stage of negotiat ions m u c h  earl ier. Mr .  S peaker? Of 
course we h ad .  You k n ow. it 's d ifficu l t  to teach social
ists anyt h i n g  because they tend to be rather wooden
headed as a class, but I know that's a general izat ion  
which h as somet imes s u rpr is ing exceptions. 

Mr .  S peaker. does the M i n ister not k now that if 
you 're g o i n g  to make a deal ,  then both parties to that 
deal have to see some satisfacti o n  i n  the deal? I n  the 
case of t h ree parties .  then t hree parties have to see 
some satisfact ion,  see some ga in  or benefit that they 
wil l  obtain as a res u lt of enter i n g  i nto this Agreement. 

The announcement that we have today, Mr .  S peaker. 
from the A lberta M i n ister and it 's a sad a n n o unce
ment .  it 's one in w h i c h  contrary to the i nane mou
th ings  of the F i rst M i n ister about  our  tak i n g  any g lee i n  
i t .  woul d  w e  take any g lee i n  the loss of somet h i n g  that 
we h ad created? Would we take some g lee i n  the fact 
that a b u i l d i n g  we had b u i l t  b u rned down? That's what 
happened today, M r. Speaker, and it happened last 
week.  somet h i n g  that we had worked hard to create, 
somet h i n g  that was a l in c h p i n  for the future economic  
development of th is  prov i nce. somet h i n g  that offered 
some h ope and some opportu n ity to o u r  young peo
ple. dashed because th is  M i n ister, a ided and abetted 
and supported by h i s  F i rst M i n ister and with that k i n d  
of he lp  that I have descri bed before. that i mported 
he lp  from Ottawa. has a l lowed the Western I nter-Tie. 
the s ing le  b iggest prospect that th is  prov ince has had 
perhaps even in th is  Century. to go down the d ra in .  

The words of  t h e  A lberta M i n ister. M r. S peaker, are 
words t hat should be etc hed on  the forehead of the 
M i n ister of Energy and M i nes - I don't mean that l iter
a l ly - but t hey shou ld  rem a i n  there for h i m  to recal l  for 
the rest of h i s  l i fe because his i n co m petence i n  s ix  
short m o nths has brought  us  to th is  sad state of affairs 
i n  th is  prov ince. -( I nterjecti o n ) - Somebody over 
there said st ick to the issue. I ' l l  stick to the issue i n  a 
way - ( I n terject i o n ) - Was that the runaway from the 
back bench talk i n g  about the g iveaway or who was it? 
No.  I t  was the example of voters' landsl ide from 
Thompson that we see about. I say to t he Honourable 
M e m ber for T h o m pson . M r. S peaker. and I hate to 
tr iv ial ize my comments by mak ing  any reference to 
h i m  at a l l .  let h i m  go to the people in T h o m pson and 
explain how h is  government has dropped the bal l  on  
the Western I nter-Tie, which woul d  have meant so 
much to that com m u nity i n  N orthern Man i toba if the 
I nter-Tie had not been put  back by the Prov ince of 
A lberta in accordance with the announcement we 
have today. 

M r. Speaker, we h ave one left; that's the potash 
m ine.  We k now that these people opposite who tem
porari ly form the g overn ment of t h is provi n ce and ,  
bel ieve me. t hey won ' t  be i n  office very long .  I sa id  
across the House today. Mr .  S peaker. i f  the F i rst M i n
ister. who keeps accus i n g  us of worry i n g  about the 
last elect ion.  we don't worry about the last elect ion;  
we're worry i n g  about the next one. I f  the F i rst M i n ister 
wants to have an elect ion  tomorrow. we're game; 
we're ready. I t h i n k  t he people of Man i toba have seen 
enough i n  six m o nths; I wouldn't  have bel ieved it. but I 

t h i n k  they h ave seen enough i n  s ix  m o nths ,  M r. 
S peaker. to k now that th is  is an incom petent govern
ment t hat had better be gotten out of office before i t  
does further harm to the people of M a nitoba. 

They have one left; they've got potash. We had 
reached a Memora n d u m  of U nderstan d i n g  with the 
I M C .  U nder that M emora n d u m  of U nd erstand i n g .  
t here was to be b u i lt i n  Western M an itoba, w i t h  Man i
toba M ineral Corporation as a part-owner, somethi n g  
that even the honourable members opposite wouldn't  
d isdai n .  a potash plant of some $600 m i l l io n ,  the b ig
gest s ing le development ever to be contemplated for 
Western Man i toba in its h istory. the b ig gest s i nce 
Confederat ion.  

Now. Mr .  S peaker. from w h at we h ave been able to 
ascertai n  from questions that we've asked the M i n i ster 
of E nergy and M ines, he  has not been very successfu l .  
He has  not been at a l l  very successful i n  arrang i n g  
meet ings with t h e  pr inc ipals o f  t h i s  company to get o n  
t h e  negotiat ion .  because I don't  real ly  t h i n k  he  wants 
to  complete that negotiat ion.  W hat d i d  they spend the 
f i rst few weeks of the i r  office do ing?  Wel l ,  the F irst 
M i n ister of M a n i toba went out and had a chummy 
meet i n g  with  the F irst M i n ister of Saskatchewan .  then 
a fel l ow social ist .  They talked.  accordi n g  to the press 
release. a bout  the future of potash ;  they talked about 
arrangements for the development of potash .  I asked 
h i m  in the House shortly after that .  when the opportu
n ity f i rst presented itself,  us ing  that press release of 
December or J a n uary as a base. did they talk about a 
jo in t  ventu re between Sask Potash and M a nitoba 
M ineral Corporation with respect to developmen t  of 
potash resources in M a nitoba? A d mittedly .  he was a 
b i t  vague about that .  but  he d id n't deny it .  

C an't  you i ma g i ne that they had in m i n d  some loony 
scheme t hat they were going to set up a Potash Cor
porat ion  of M a nitoba, 1 00 percent government owned 
or  i n  j o i nt vent u re with the Government of Saskatche
wan? Can't you j ust see t hat k i n d  of loon i ness appeal
i n g  to h o n o u ra b l e  m e m bers o p posi te ,  s i n k i n g  
h u n d reds o f  m i l l ions o f  dol lars o f  t h e  taxpayers' 
money into that k ind  of an i n vestment. when one of 
the largest d istributors of potash in the world, wi th  the 
k nowledge of  not o n ly how to mine i t  but  wi th  the 
k nowledge of  how to se l l  i t ,  which is  equal ly  i mpor
tant, was stand ing ready up to the 1 5t h  of Decem ber to 
make a deal with the Provi nce of M a nitoba? 

What did t hese people across the way do,  M r. 
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S peaker? I ' l l  tel l  you what they d id .  They al lowed that 
M emorand u m  of U n derstandi n g  to expi re. T he M i n is
ter of E nergy and M ines. in one of his g l ib ber  com
ments when h e  was asked about this in the House 
earl ier on i n  the Sess ion .  sa id .  "Oh ,  yes. that h as been 
a l lowed to exp i re and we h ave told them that we're 
tal k i n g  to other people.  They have been asked to 
come back with a proposal ." 

These are the people. M r. Speaker. and I don't have 
to  m ake any br ief for them at a l l .  except that t hey were 
the f i rst ones to come a long to Manitoba and say we 
are prepared to consider putt i n g  i nto p lace a potash 
m i ne in M an itoba. That seemed to us, from an elemen
tary standpoint  and a l l  other standpoints, to be a 
pretty darn good t h i n g  for Manitoba. I t  was a pretty 
darn good t h i n g  for Western Manitoba. 

So.  I want to say to the F irst M i n ister in part icu lar, 
because he's the one with u lt i mate responsib i l i ty,  that 



he and h is  team have come to bat twice and t hey've 
struck out; f i rst, on Alcan;  second,  on the Western 
I nter- Tie. They can now redeem themselves if  they 
wil l  get down to busi ness on  the potash agreement, 
it's the only one remai n i n g .  That is why today, S ir, I 
asked the q uestion of the F i rst M i n ister i n  h is  p lace i n  
t h e  House, "What reassu rance cou l d  h e  offer t h e  peo
ple of M a n i toba that those potash negotiat ions were 
proceedi n g  with any greater hope or  expectati o n  of 
success than the other two wh ich  have both ended u p  
b y  being dead i n  the water, i n  pol ite terms, postponed?" 

M r. S peaker, what did the Fi rst M i n ister respond? 
He responded with  the usual  vaporizat ions about the 
condi t ion of the world economy. I have never seen a 
pol i t ic ian i n  my l i fe, M r. S peaker, who pr ior  to the 1 7th 
of N ovember was so u n aware of the condit ions of the 
world economy that he  had to b lame everyt h i n g  o n  the 
previ ous  Provincia l  Government and who, after the 
30th of Novem ber, a l l  of a sudden became seized of 
this g reat k nowledge t hat the world economy wasn't 
in very g reat shape, and evert h i n g  then had to be 
blamed on  the world economy. You k now, if  they la id 
off people at  Maniar, that had to be b lamed on  the 
world economy; when the H udson Bay M i n i n g  and 
Smelt ing an nou nced the ir  long layoff for the  s u m mer, 
the M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes and some of h i s  
col leagues s a i d ,  well ,  that's the world economy. S ix  
months  before, i t  was the fau l t  of the Conservative 
Government ,  but now it's the fau lt of the world econ
omy. When the Swift Plant closed some two years ago, 
i t  was the fault  of the Provi ncial  Govern ment,  but  with 
the Race T rack teeter ing on  the edge of bankruptcy 
today, oh ,  that's part of the economy's problems, that 
hasn ' t  got  anyt h i n g  to do w i th  t h e  P rov i nc ia l 
Govern ment. 

We al l  k now the old story, M r. S peaker, about the 
chicken th ief and the farmer going out with  h is  lantern 
at n ight  and a shotgu n  and rap p i n g  at the door to see if 
he could scare the varmi nt out of the ch icken coop. 
The varmi nt turned out to be a ch i cken th ief and the 
ch icken th ief  said,  nobody here, S i r, but  us  c h ickens. 
Wel l ,  t hat's what t hey are say ing across the way. There 
is n obody here but  us ch ickens,  we're not responsib le 
for anyth i n g .  We are i n  there wr inging the necks of the 
ch ickens, but  we're not responsible .  We are in there 
and we are the Government of M a n itoba, but  don't 
come and ask us any q uest ions about layoffs i n  F l i n  
F l a n ,  layoffs i n  Thompson, layoffs i n  Maniar. W e  are 
awful ly  good at fly i n g  up and ho ld ing  hands,  but we're 
not responsible,  that's the problem of the economy of 
the Western World. As the F irst M i n ister says, t hat's 
some of the economic mad ness bei n g  p ractised by 
President Reagan .  

D i d  you ever hear  of  Presi dent Reagan p rior to the 
1 7th of N ovem ber bei n g  responsible for  anyt h i n g  in  
M a n itoba? I don't recall  i t .  I don ' t  recall President 
Carter bei n g  responsible for anyt h i n g  in Man i toba 
prior to Novem ber 1 7th .  All of a sudden, we seem to be 
sort of chattel ized to the A merican U ni o n  to the south 
of us  by the utterances of the M i n isters opposite, 
because everyt h i n g  that happens in Man i toba now is 
the fault of P resident Reagan and Reaganom ics and 
h i g h  i nterest rates and monetary condit ions and so 
on. 

As I stand tal k i n g  th is afternoon, the F i rst M i n ister of 
the P rovince is meeti n g  with the Governor of the Bank 
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of Canada. Wel l ,  a fat lot of good advice the Governor 
of the Bank of Canada is  go ing  to be gett i n g  from t h i s  
F i rst M i n i ster, because he's t h e  one who went to t h e  
last Federal-Provincia l  Conference and talked about 
Reaganomi cs and al l  of this other chatter that we hear 
now, and then talked a bout a 75-cent do l lar  solvin g  a l l  
the problems. Mr .  Speaker, I confess I am not u p  to 
date as to what level the dol lar reached today, but  I 
k now that the trad i n g  opened th is  morn ing  at 77.26 
cents or  somet h i n g  to that effect and that yesterday 
the Canadian dol lar on its own, in comparison with the 
A merican dol lar, traded i t  for a per iod at 76 and the 
h igh d i g its of 76 .8 ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, and I don ' t  know what 
it closed at today. So the F i rst M i nister is g o i n g  to get 
h is  75-cent dol lar al l  r ight and a fat l ot of good that's 
go ing  to do to i nterest rates i n  Canada because the 
p rice that is be ing  put  o n  the Canadian dcl lar, t h e  
cont i n u i n g  decl i n i n g  p rice, is a s  a resu l t  pr imar i ly  of a 
Federal Government i n  th is  country that has been 
carry i n g  out the same k i n d  of wrong-headed pol ic ies 
that M essrs. B roadbent, Pawley and so on  would have 
them carry out. 

I pointed out yesterday in the House, M r. S peaker, 
that i t  was th is  F i rst M i n ister when he  was the Leader 
of the O p posit ion who was a g reat s u pporter of the 
National E nergy Program. This F i rst M i nister who said 
i t  d idn ' t  go  far enough to Canadianize i n dustry. Th is  
F i rst M i n ister, Mr .  S peaker, who stood i n  h i s  p lace and 
sa id ,  "Fear is a g reat th i ng .  The on ly th ing  wro n g  wi th  
fear of The Foreig n  I nvestment Review Act  is t hat i t  
doesn't go  far enou g h ." I s  that t h e  advice he's offerin g  
t o  M r .  Bouey d own t h e  ha l l?  I s  he  g i v i n g  h i m  t hose 
gems of wisdom down the h a l l ?  Because i f  he  is, I can 
guarantee you t hat even "sl u g g i n g "  Al lan  MacEachen 
is  g o i n g  to t u rn aro u n d  on  his haunches next week 
and M r. S peaker, u n less every economic prognostica
tor in t h i s  country has holes in h is head, you're g o i n g  
to see s o m e  fu ndamental changes i n  the N at ional  
Energy P rogram which is  endorsed by every socia l ist 
t h i s  side of Nova Scotia. You're g o i n g  to see a f u n da
mental change i n  that a n d  you're g o i n g  to see some 
waterin g  down of F I RA,  that g reat bra inch i ld  of a l l  of 
the left-win g  rhetoricians in Canada. You're go ing  to 
see some change in that because, Mr .  S peaker, they're 
f ina l ly coming to an u nderstand ing  that i f  $8 b i l l ion  
worth of capital flows out of  Canada and noth i n g  to 
speak of is com i n g  in,  there's got to be somet h i n g  
wrong i n  t h e  m i x. 
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I said i n  New York about three years ago, spea k i n g  
t o  the Canadian Society d o w n  there ,  that F I R A  repre
sented a k i n d  of prissy nat ional ism that we could well 
do without in M a nitoba because we wanted the ir  
i n vestment capital .  When I said that down there, i n  the 
next Session I was chastised in the House here by the 
then Leader of the O pposit ion say i n g  FIRA, my heav
ens. a branch p lant economy and all of these slogans 
that social i sts can conj u re up out  of their g ra b  bag. 
They try to l ive, Mr .  Speaker,  and they try to govern by 
slogans. You can't do it. You've got to lead a govern
ment by way of com mon sense, p ragmatism, put your  
i deology to one side, because i f  you  don't you  end u p  
w i t h  d isasters s u c h  a s  we've seen from Alcan last 
week, the I nter-Tie this week. 

Wei l ,  M r. S peaker, they've got a chance to redeem 
t hemselves on  potash ;  they've got a chance to reverse 
t hemselves from t h e  k i n d  of lackada is ica l  ho-



h u m ishness that they've been p ractic ing  i n  the last s ix  
months.  I honestly suggest to the F i rst M i n ister. who 
wh i le  n ot here is  perhaps with i n  heari n g  of my voice,  
that the f i rst th ing he's got to do is change the nego
t iat i n g  team because they've demonstrated already 
their  incom petence. They are not able to handle these 
deals. They've got to put new M i n isters and responsi
b le professional career c iv i l  servants and outside 
advisers, get them back i n  p lace so that people, who 
are not b l i nded by the kind of ideological rose
coloured v iew that the E l iesens of th is  world have, w i l l  
not be prej ud ic ing  the future of M a nitoba. That's a l l  
I ' m  sayin g .  I f  my honourable fr iend opposite wants to 
say that's a personal  attack, I say no, i t  isn't. I say, M r. 
Speaker, based u pon the com m u n ication  that I tabled 
in the H ouse, based upon the evidence, the pragmatic 
results we see,  Alcan and the I nter-Tie, that the people 
connected with those negotiations aren't  fit to nego
tiate potash and that's the o n ly one we've got left, so 
we've got to save that for Western M a nitobans. 

Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, I see the M i n ister of F inance i n  
h i s  p lace and I can't resist reca l l i n g  for h is  benefit -
remem ber  t h ose i mpassioned speeches that he used 
to make last year when the M i n ister of M i nes and 
E nergy of the Day,  Mr .  C ra ik ,  was announc ing i n  the 
House the Potash I M C  A g reement and then the pres
ent M i n ister of F inance got up and in a series of arith
metic contortions, that this House has seldom seen, 
was tryin g  to demonstrate t hat the p roposed royalty 
charge that M a nitoba was go ing  to c harge for the 
potash ,  which we hadn't f ina l ly  secured in terms of the 
final agreement but  the one we were working toward, 
that th is  was go ing  to be bad for the people of M a n i
toba. T hey weren't go ing  to be gett i n g  enough money, 
said he, and he was mak ing  apple and orange compar
isons between m ines in Saskatchewan and a potent ial  
m i ne i n  M a nitoba, which had n o  more val id basis of 
comparison than compari n g  a n  apple  with an orange, 
and yet that's the k i n d  of tommyrot that these people 
used to try to get away with when they were i n  Opposi
tion. That's the k i n d  of mental i ty that is  now lea d i n g  
the negotiations w i t h  respect to p otash i n  M a nitoba. 
So I rem i n d  the M i n ister of F inance of the k i nd of 
demonstrated i ncompetence, the manifestat ions of 
that ,  that he  used to g ive to us on regular  occasions 
when he  d idn ' t  k now anyt h i n g  more a bout  potash 
than the colour of it  and the only t h i n g  he l iked about 
potash was the colour because it  was p i n k .  

Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, t he issue fac ing  t h e  people o f  
M a nitoba, the reason that I have risen today on  the 
on ly  g rievance that I have on  t h e  M ot ion to g o  into 
S upply,  I repeat, is  a g rievance on  behalf  of a l l  of the 
people of M a nitoba. I t's a g rievance brought about to 
recapitulate what I h ave been say ing  brought  about by 
the demonstrated i ncompetence of th is  governmen t  
w i t h  respect t o  the fai l u re and t h e  postponement o f  
the Alcan negotiations, w i t h  respect t o  t h e  even more 
tragic announcement today that Alberta, at the very 
least, is  postpon i n g  any further consideration of the 
Western Power I n ter-Tie whi le  it  l ooks at its own 
domestic sources. 

I suggest. Mr. S peaker, that deal i n g  with the latter 
case fi rst, even t h o u g h  all of the evidence isn 't i n ,  I 
t h i n k  it's clear from what we h ave seen thus far that 
when the M i n ister of M i n es and E nergy, and p ray God 
it won't be h i m ,  but  h is  successor as the lead man i n  
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the negotiations or lead woman goes to t he meeting 
on  J uly 1 9th ,  they wi l l  f ind that for a l l  practical p u r
poses regrettably the Western I nter-Tie is go ing to be 
postponed as wel l .  

M r. S peaker, that is  a sad,  sad,  sad day for a l l  M a nit
obans and that's the k i nd of ant ic ipation that people of 
M an itoba can have as a resu l t  of what's h appened i n  
t h i s  province i n  t h e  last s i x  months. F a r  from tak i n g  
a n y  g lee i n  that situation, M r .  S peaker, we rise on  th is  
occasion to point  out  just how f u ndamental ly prej ud i
cial  these two announcements have been for the 
future of our p rovi nce. I 'm s u re t hat with the kind of 
cosmetic cynicism that motivates my honourable 
friends opposite that they wi l l  i n  thei r m o ments of 
rat ional izat ion ,  i f  i ndeed they ever have t hese around 
the Cabinet or  Caucus Table ,  they' l l  be say ing  to 
themselves, "Wel l ,  the people of M a n itoba proved 
t hey weren't a very br ight  lot on N ovember 1 7t h .  We 
have that demonstrated because we made a bunch of 
s i l ly  promises that they bought  and we haven't been 
able to carry them out and never w i l l  be able to carry 
out the fundamental ones." This is  the N D P  spea k i n g  
and it  cou l d  be any  one of the m e mbers o pposite -
"With that k i n d  of demonstrated short memories and 
incompetence, why we' l l  get away with t h is too ."  -
because I k now what thei r motivatio n  is. T hey' l l  say, 
"How will people ever feel, how w i l l  the people of 
M a nitoba ever be able to measure the loss of j obs that 
they never had, how can you m iss somet h i n g  you 
never had?" That 's what their  motivat ion is  go ing to 
be. That's what they' l l  be say ing ,  Mr .  S peaker, and in 
the crass cynic ism which motivates them in the pol it i
cal course that they follow, but  I have rather  more faith 
in the i ntel l igence of the people of M a nitoba than that .  
I th ink that the people of M a n itoba, M r. S peaker, are 
go ing  to be l ooki n g  at these p rojects and looking at 
them very carefu l ly  and we're going to make sure that 
the people of M a nitoba remember how i n  the fi rst s ix  
months of  its mandate th is  government has suc
ceeded i n  doing the i m possible,  has succeeded i n  
achieving t h e  postponement o f  t w o  o f  t h e  largest, 
s i n g le economic development projects that this prov
i nce ever had the poss ib i l ity of obtain i n g .  
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I t h i n k  that we have a f u ndamental responsib i l ity to 
the people of M a nitoba to keep remi n d i n g  them day 
after day, week after week, not as they would have you 
bel ieve, S i r, in any sense of l a u g h i n g  over the g rave, 
not at a l l ;  but with a sense of remi n d i n g  the people of 
M a n itoba that the same people who com mitted the 
$600 mi l l ion  waste on  Man i toba Hydro back in  the '70s 
are at it  again .  O n ly th is  time what they're do ing ,  M r. 
S peaker, is not wast i n g  the taxpayers' money i n  that 
sense. What they're do ing  is depriv ing the taxpayers 
of a large and expanding economy and of a tax source 
t hat th is  p rovince could have benefited from for gen
erat i o n s  to come, squander in g  our hopes a n d  
squandering o u r  future; that's perhaps the g reatest 
i n dictment. 

As I said earl ier in m y  comments, M r. Speaker, to 
l isten to the F irst M i n ister stand in the House today 
and say, "Wel l ,  i f  these negotiations were so good, 
why d idn't you wait and cal l  the election  after t hey 
were completed? "  D i d  you ever t h i n k ,  S ir ,  in your  
wi ldest d reams or  imagin at ion you would hear the 
responsible F i rst M i n ister stand i n  h is p lace a n d  make 
that k i nd of s i l ly  suggest ion,  notably whispered into 
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h is  ear by the M i n i ster of E nergy and M ines? It's that 
k i n d  of s i l l iness, it's that k i nd of pett ishness, it's that 
k i n d  of add ict ion to partisan gain at any expense that 
motivates my honourable fr iends opposite and it's 
those qual i ties, M r .  Speaker, that have caused other 
people who heretofore u p  unt i l  the 30th of Novem ber 
were able to negotiate in good faith, i nc lud ing  their  
fr iends in  Saskatchewan, to have to write letters to 
them of the k i nd that I 've j ust read i nto the record 
today i n d icatin g  that their  c h ief negotiator real ly 
doesn't k now what he's ta lk ing about.  

So a l l  I can say, M r. Speaker, to the F irst M i n i ster 
opposite and to his colleagues, the future of this prov
i nce in large measure is go ing  to depend upon how 
well you can carry out the last of the three negotia
t ions that were left on  the table for you to complete 
successful ly .  Any normal government  could have 
reached a certain stage of u nderstan d i n g  and eco
nomic cond it ions being what they were, we would 
expect that some postponement woul d  certa i n ly be 
necessary. N obody's g o i n g  to be a fool or  a Pol lya nn a  
a n d  try t o  deny that a t  a l l ,  b u t  w h y  d idn't they move 
those negotiat ions forward so that when Alcan d i d  
m ake t h e  decis ion that they would have t o  postpone 
their  capital expansion,  they would have made a deci
s ion based on  the selection of a site in M a nitoba and 
they could have had the environmental approval of 
that site in M a n itoba i f  this government had not been 
so p i gheaded. -( I nterject ion)- No, they sacrificed 
that.  They helped to sacrifice that project on the altar 
of their  own p i g h eadedness, M r. Speaker, and that's 
not good enou g h  for the people of M a nitoba. 

Secondly ,  on the Western I n ter-Tie, the same t h i n g ,  
the same k i nd of f u n ny negotiat i n g  stance carried o n  
b y  t h i s  M i n ister a n d  b y  h i s  i mported Deputy M i n ister. 
M r. S peaker, I hear the i nterjection from the M e m ber 
for St. Bon iface and I k now from years s i tt in g  in the 
House with h i m  that he i nterjects when you touch a 
sensit ive nerve and he k n ows that he's sitt ing  i n  the 
company of some of the most i n co m petent people 
that he  cou l d  ever h o pe to j o i n  in a government and 
he's o n ly now beg i n n i n g  to f ind that out.  I 'm n ot one, 
Mr .  S peaker, who would demean the a b i l ity of the 
M i n i ster of Health because he's demonstrated as a 
M i n ister i n  the '70s and aga in  i n  the early months of 
th is  admin istration that he is at least one of the M i n is
ters who has some semblance or idea of his responsi
b i l ity to the p u bl ic  i nterest. It's a pity, M r .  S peaker, that 
he  hasn't been able to pass on that f u ndamental i dea 
of the trustees h i p  role that he's well acqua inted with to 
the M i n i ster of E nergy and M ines so that he would be a 
better M i n ister than he is ,  and so that he wouldn't be 
j ust engaged i n  pol i t ical g utterwork of t ry i n g  to b lame 
t h i n gs on  the p revious adm i n istrati o n  rather than get
t ing on  with negotiat ions in good faith with Saskatch
ewan and Al berta and with Alcan.  

M r. S peaker, the gr ievance that I have attempted to 
voice today is  a real  gr ievance. I t 's a gr ievance that the 
people of M a n itoba regrettably are going to suffer 
from for years and years to come u n less th is  govern
ment q u ick ly  comes to its senses or  in the longer or 
med i u m  term is replaced by another government from 
this s ide of the House that wi l l  try to resu rrect, that w i l l  
try to  reconstruct from the  p ieces of  destruction that 
this government h as created, some hope for the peo
ple of Manitoba. It w i l l  not be easy, M r. Speaker, and 

the longer we have to wait in terms of th is  govern ment 
fu lfi l l i n g  i ts  tenu re of office, the more diff icult it  is 
going to be. 

But I say, S i r, that we stand ready on  behalf of the 
people of M a nitoba to do that renegotiat ing ,  to d o  that 
restructur i n g ,  to do that reb u i l d i n g ,  to res u m e  those 
negotiations in good faith with the Prov inces of 
A lberta and Saskatchewan ,  and to make sure, M r .  
Speaker, that Man i toba can aga in  have s o m e  hope for 
the future and that our youn g  people com i n g  out of  
schools, as they are and there are thousands today, 
who are h o p i n g  that down the l i n e  after comm u n ity 
college or  whatever they m i g ht have an opportun i ty to 
work in a n  A l  can smelter or  they m i g ht have an o p por
t u n ity to be engaged in that $2 b i l l ion  worth of con
structi o n  on  L imestone wh ich now isn't g o i n g  to take 
p l ace in M a nitoba. And there are sti l l  some of them 
hop ing  that they wil l  have the opportun ity to be 
engaged in the potash i n d u stry in Western M a nitoba. 
I t  is those hopes that these people have b l unted as a 
result  of the announcements i n  the last 1 0  days. It i s  
for  that reason, Mr .  S peaker, that a l l  people of good
wi l l ,  a l l  people who are real ly  concerned about the 
future of this prov ince have a g rievance today against 
th is  government. 

M r. S peaker, in the famous words of other Speak
ers, I bel ieve it was i n  the Long Parl iament, the best 
words that can be app l ied to th is  government would 
be:  "For God's sake, go  before you do more harm to 
o u r  provi nce." 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n i ster of E nergy 
and M ines. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  Mr. S peaker, in accordance 
with R ule 33, I have been des ignated by my Leader to 
use his u n l i m ited time when I speak in this debate. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  O rder  p l ease.  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
M e m ber f o r  V i rden on  a point o f  order. 
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M R .  H. G RAHAM: On a po int  of order, M r .  S peaker, it  
i s  a lmost u nheard of for a government to gr ieve 
against its own programs. I k now of no case, M r. 
S peaker, where a government has design ated a per
son to g rieve against its own program. I wou l d  s u r
m ise, S i r, that if the member  is stand ing u p  to speak, 
he  is  sta n d i n g  as an i n d iv idual  member of this Assem
bly  who takes the benefit of Sect ion 235 of the 4th 
Edition of Beauchesne, bJt I would be very su rprised, 
S i r, if  he  was a l lowed to speak with u n l i m ited t i m e  as 
the des ignated speaker of th is  government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the honourable member have a 
point of order? 

H O N. L. DESJAR D INS: Excuse me. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health ,  
to  the same po int of  order? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Did you reco g n ize the last 
speaker as hav i n g  a point  of order? If not, I ' l l  sit down, 
but I 'd  l ike to speak to the point  of order if  he  has 
such a th ing?  
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MR. SPEAKER: I wasn't able to perceive a point of 
order i nvolved, but I am aware that i t  is  a lmost 5:30 and 
a g rievance does not carry over unt i l  the next day. 

The Honourable Member for St. Norbert on  the 
same point.  

M R .  G .  M ERCIER: On the same point of order,  Mr.  
S peaker. Rule 33(2) reads that the Leader of the 
Government, the Leader of the O p position and the 
leaders of recognized opposition parties may each,  in  
advance, designate some member of h is  party to 
speak i n  any debate, Mr .  Speaker, and I woul d  urge 
you to consider whether or not a g rievance is  a debate. 

I submit  that i t  is  not a debate, Mr. Speaker, and 
t herefore the honourable M i nister cannot speak on  
behalf of the  Leader of h is  party for  u n l i m ited t i me. I 
submit  that,  by virtue of Ru le  33(2) , a g rievance is not a 
debate and therefore it is not open to the M i n ister to 
speak for more than 40 m inutes on behalf  of h i s  
Leader. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of E nergy 
and M i nes to the same point. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: Yes, I have just l istened to the 
Leader of the Conservative Party take u n l im ited t ime, 
table documents regardi n g  the negotiations that 
Manitoba is  conduct i n g  on  the Western Power Gr id ,  
basical ly  argue the position of  Saskatchewan, mock 
the position of Manitoba, say that is  the position of my 
Deputy when i n  fact I will document material tonight  
ind icat ing t h at was the position of Manitoba Hydro - it  
was the material that we received from Manitoba 
Hydro - and that this person woul d  use his g rievance, 
u n l i mited t ime, and conduct the c heapest shoddiest 
pol i t ics to u n dermine d iscussion on the Agreement. I 
w i l l  take u n l i m ited t ime just as he has to debate that, to 
take appropriate t ime to docu ment th is,  table the  doc
uments t h at he  in fact made p u b l ic,  knowing that h e  
could i n  fact undermine t h e  d iscussions. That's exactly 
what he  d id ,  Mr. S peaker, and I am prepared to use the  
t ime, br ing t h is forward, i n d icate why we took those 
posit ions, i n dicate the risk that Man itoba was at, i nd i
cate the dol lar  amount . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease, order please. O rder 
please. The H onourable Member  for S pringfield to the 
same point. 

MR. A. ANSTETT: Mr. Speaker, to the point of order. 
For the same reason that no one on this side rose 
when the question was asked with regard to the un l i m
ited t ime which you suggested was avai lable to the 
Leader of the Opposition, i n  accordance with our Ru le  
33 and the Citation i n  Beauchesne's 4th  Edit ion, 
which is  the  only C itation we have which refers to 
g rievance, the debate is  on  the motion that the 
Speaker shal l  leave the C hair. That is  exactly what i t  is ,  
a debate, and defin i n g  that as a debate br ings i t  under 
our Rule 33.  

Now, the fact that Cabinet M i n isters have often par
t ic ipated in that debate in response to members of the 
O p position g rieving has been accepted practice i n  
t h is House and mem bers on  both s ides know that. 
T hey know that Cabinet M i n isters have often rep l ied 
and our M i n ister of Energ y  and M ines, i n  accordance 

with 33(2)(a) ,  has been "that member on his behalf, on 
behalf of h is  Leader, has g iven prior notice of the 
designat ion to the S peaker." This is w h at he  has done 
at the beg i n n i n g  of h is  remarks. I bel ieve he has met 
the req u i rements; I bel ieve th is  is a debate in accor
dance with our  R u l es.  I don't see how, h av ing  offered 
reco g n it ion of i t  bein g  a debate to the  Leader of the 
O pposit ion,  we can now deny that same recog n it ion 
to the M i n i ster of Energy and M ines. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. The time being 5:30, I 
w i l l  take the matter under advisement and reply to it at 
8:00 o'clock th is  evening .  
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