
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MAN ITOBA 

Thursday, 17 June, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Present ing Peti-
t ions Read i n g  and Recei v i n g  Pet i t ions 
P rese n t i n g  Reports by Stan d i n g  and Spec i a l  
Committees 

M I N I STER IAL STATEMENTS 

AND TABL I N G  O F  R EPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M e m ber for Con
s u mer and  Corporate Affairs. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I n  
accordance with The Legis lat ive L i b rary Act, I have 
the honour  to present the A n n u al Report of the Legis
l at ive L i b rary and the Provi nc ia l  Archives for t he 
calendar year end ing  1 981 . 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, t h is i s  a statement 
on  the Core Area I ni t iat ives Home Repa i r  Program .  
M r. Speaker, u nder t h e  Core A rea I n i t iat ives Agree
ment s igned last September a commitment was g iven 
regardi n g  the nature of the provi n ce's part icipat ion  i n  
a special  program t o  sti m u l ate hous ing renovati o ns i n  
the core area o f  W i n n ipeg. T h e  detai ls  o f  the program 
have n ow been ful ly worked out and  the program is set 
to commence. 

U n der the program core area homeowners obtain
i n g  loans  of up to $ 1 0,000 f rom Centra l  Mortgage and 
Hous ing  Corporat ion.  u n der the Residential  Rehab i l i 
tat ion  Assistance Program, the acronym is  R RAP, w i l l  
q u a l ify f o r  provi nc ia l  assistance to reduce t h e i r  effec
t ive i nterest rates down to O percent in the case of 
households with i ncomes below $ 1 6,500, g raduat i n g  
up to a poi n t  p e r  $ 1 .000 addi t iona l  i n come to  an effec
t ive 9.5 percent rate for households with i ncomes at or 
above $26,000.00. Rental property owners, q u a l ify i n g  
u n der the federal program, w i l l  also b e  e l i g i ble  for 
i nterest redu ct ion g rants sufficient to yield an effec
tive 9.5 percent i nterest rate on loans of up to $7,500 to 
a max i m u m  of 1 O percentage points of assistance. 

U nder current RAP g u i d e l i nes, h omeowners in the 
core area are e l i g i ble  for up to $ 1 0 ,000 in home repair 
loans at N at ional  Hous ing  Act i nterest rates, a port ion 
of  wh ich  m ay become earned forg iveness, that is,  a 
grant over a five-year period depen d i n g  on i ncome. 

G rant assistance of up to $5,000 is avai lab le for 
those with i ncomes below $9,000, with decl i n i n g  g rant 
amounts avai lab le to t hose with i n comes up to $ 1 6 ,500 
max i m u m. These homeowners are also e l ig ib le  for the 
d i fference between their g rant assistance and $ 1 0,000 
in repayable loan .  Homeowners with i ncomes a bove 
the $ 1 6 ,500 level are e l i g i ble  for repayable l oans of up 
to $ 1 0, 000 so long  as they are res i dents of the core 
area. 

Rental property owners are e l ig ib le  for up to $2,500 
per u n i t  in forg ivable loan or g rant f u n d i n g  from Cen-

tral M ortgage and Hous ing  Corporat ion condit ional  
upon their m i nima l  i nvestment of a m atc h i n g  $2,500.00. 
Add it ional  loan f u n d i n g  beyond the C M H C  assistance 
must be obta ined privately at prevai l i n g  bank i n terest 
rates. The purpose of the prov inc ia l  assistance w i l l  be 
to l ower effective in terest rates on  loans from c u rrent 
h i g h  levels  and thus  encourage g reater i nvestment i n  
t h e  renovation o f  core hous ing stock.  

I t  is ant icipated t hat over the five-year l ife of the 
Core Area Agreement some $30 m i l l io n  in construc
t ion repa i r  activ ity may be sti m u l ated , with capital 
provided from C M H C  and the province and private 
lenders. The in terest redu ct ion  g rants payable by the 
province are budgeted at $7.5 m i l l ion  over the l i fe of 
t he five-year program. F u n d i n g  from C M H C  was 
comm itted and  pub l ic ly  announced by the Honour
ab le Paul  Cosgrove last year prior to the s i g n i n g  of t he 
Core Area Agreement last September. A lso under the 
agreement, monies were b udgeted in the core area 
f u n d  wh ich  is cost-shared by the three level of gov
ern ment as part of the overa l l  program. 

This program represents one of the finer examples 
of the type of co-operative federa l ism that is sti l l  pos
s ib le  when o u r  g overnment set out meani ngfu l ly  to 
resolve a problem.  

The Federal Hous ing  M i n ister, Honoura ble Pau l  
C osgrove, had i n  1 98 1  c o m mitted a n  addi t iona l  $ 1 .5 
m i l l ion  a n n ua l ly  above the h istorical levels of f u n d i n g  
to the C ity of W i n n ipeg u nder the Residential  Rehabi l 
itat ion Assistance Program. 

It i s  est i m ated that renovat ion  of some 4,000 u nits 
w i l l  be fac i l itated u nder the program creat i n g  some 
600-700 man years of work over the l ife of the Core 
Area Agreement. The rental property owner compo
nent of the program should  serve to complement the 
provisions of Man i toba's new Rental Regulat ion Act 
u nder which u n its, u nderg o i n g  extensive renovation ,  
may be exempt f rom prov inc ia l  rent  controls. 

I n  order to obtai n program assistance, l a n d lords 
w i l l  have to agree to CMHC rent controls wh ich seek 
to ensure t hat the benefits provided not on ly  i ncrease 
the habitabi l ity of o l der rental u n its, but a lso resu l t  i n  
appropriately moderate levels o f  rent i ncrease. 
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H istorical l y  the take-up of federal RRAP loan funds 
in  the C ity of W i n nipeg has usual ly  fa l len short of  
expectat ions, part icu lar ly i n  the face of recent h i g h  
i nterest rates. I t  is our  hope and expectation t hat the 
specia l ly  modified program wi l l  s ign if icant ly contr ib
ute to the revi ta l izat ion of hous ing  stock i n  the Win
n ipeg core area. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M e m ber  for St. 
N orbert. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Thank  you, M r. Speaker. We o n  
t h is s ide,  M r .  Speaker, are pleased that t h e  govern
ment is proceedi n g  to i mplement the Core A rea I n it ia
t ives Agreement, wh ich we s igned last September 
with the C ity of W i n n ipeg and with the Federal 
G overnment. I note. M r. Speaker, that the M i n ister 
does cite th is  as one of the f i ner examples of the type 
of co-operative federa l ism that is sti l l  poss ible. 

I m ust point out for the record,  M r. Speaker, t hat 
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when members opposite cr i t ic ize the manner i n  wh ich 
o u r  government dealt with the Federal Government, I 
remind  them t hat it was o u r  government i ndeed who 
partic ipated in,  negotiated and  signed, the Core A rea 
In it iative Agreement. The announcement today by t he 
M i n ister, M r. S peaker, is a part of that ag reement, and  
a part of that p lan ,  and a very important part of that 
p lan ,  and we on th is  s ide look forward to the success
fu l  implementat ion of th is  program in rehab i l itat ing 
and renovat i n g  homes i n  the Core Area In it iative, Mr .  
S peaker. I th ink i t  is an excel lent program for the 
central  part of the C ity of W i n n i peg, and we look 
forward to its successful implementation .  

Thank you ,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: N otices of Motion 

INTROD UCTI O N  OF BILLS 

HON. R. PENNER i ntrodu ced B i l l  No. 63, An Act to 
amend The C redit U n ions and Caisses Pop ul a i res 
Act. 

I N T R O DU CTIO N  OF G UESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: May I d irect the attent ion  of honour
able members to the g a l lery where we have 45 stu
dents of G rades 5 and 6 stand i n g  from the Faraday 
School u n der the d i rection of Mr .  Woroby. This school 
is located in the const ituency of t he Honourable M i n 
ister of Consumer and  Corporate Affairs. 

On behalf  of a l l  of the members, I welcome you here 
th is afternoon. 

P R O C E D U RAL STATEM E N T  

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach Oral Quest ions, 
have a short proced u ral  statement to make to the 
House. 

On M o nday, J u ne 1 4th,  d u ri n g  Private Members' 
Hour ,  when the Honourable Member for Art h u r  was 
speak i n g, the H on o u rable M i n ister of Agricu l ture rose 
i n  h is p lace to state t hat h is pol icy was be ing  m isre
p resented and asked the Honourable Member for 
A rt h u r  to withdraw the remarks. 

I took the matter u n der advisement to review the 
actual  words used.  

A M atter of Pr iv i lege was addressed to the Chair  by 
the M i n ister deal i n g  with the same matter which I also 
took u nder advisement. 

I have perused Hansard of J u ne 1 4t h ,  and the Esti
mates debate Hansard where the issue or ig inated. 

The d ispute between Members is  one of partisan 
po l i t ical d i fference. It is an emotional  issue and w i l l  no 
doubt cont i n u e  to be a matter of contention in the 
future. 

G iven the devis ive nature of the d isagreement, it 
would  be preferable if the Cha i r  were not i n volved and 
the matter resolved by partisan pol i t ica l  debate. 

H owever, t here remains the fact that a M atter of 
Priv i lege h as been raised, which is  a serious matter 
and must be addressed. 

It is therefore with considerable rel u ctance that I 
conclude t hat the Honourable Member for A rt h u r  d i d  
misrepresent to t h e  H o use, words that h a d  been used 
by the Honourable M i n ister of Agr icu l ture to descr ibe 

h is land-owners h i p  po l icy. 
The M atter of Priv i lege Motion t hereby becomes 

redu ndant.  
I must therefore req u i re the Honourable Member for 

Arthur  to withdraw the relevant remark. 
The H onoura ble  Member for Arthur .  
The H onourable Member for Turt le Mountain.  

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, i n  perusing you r  ru l
ing ,  and I have a written copy i n  front  of me,  I must say 
t hat th is  raises some very s ign if icant problems i n  
terms o f  the conduct o f  t h e  House i n  that i n terpreta
t ions of what one member says, if t hey can be brought 
forward as misrepresentat i o n  by a nother, then I 
believe, S i r, that we w i l l  end u p  with a cont inuous 
stream of c harges where what a member h as said has 
been misrepresented. There have been many occa
sions, S i r, where t hat has happened and i t  h as simply 
been ruled that a d i fference of op in ion d i dn't consti
tute a matter of pr iv ilege. 

S i r, I must t herefore respectfu l ly cha l lenge you r  
ru l i ng .  

MR. SPEAKER: The ru l i ng  of the Cha i r  has  been 
chal lenged. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. B. RANSOM: Yeas and nays, Mr .  S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Cal l  in the Members. Order p lease. 
The q uest ion  before the House is, sha l l  the r u l i n g  of 

the Chair  be upheld? 

A STANDING VOTE was taken,  the resu l t  be ing as 
fol lows: 
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YEAS 

Messrs. A nstett, Ashton, Bucklasch u k ,  Carro l l ,  Cor
r in ,  Desjard ins, M rs. Dodick,  Messrs. Doern, Ms D o l i n ,  
Messrs. Evans, Eyler, F o x ,  Harapiak,  M rs. Hemph i l l ,  
Messrs. Kostyra, Lecuyer, Mackl ing,  Penner, Ms Ph i l 
l i ps, Messrs. P lohman, Santos, Schroeder, Scott, M rs. 
Smith, Messrs. Uruski ,  Uskiw.  

NAYS 

M essrs. Banman ,  B rown, Downey, E n ns, F i lmon, 
Gou rlay, M rs. H ammon d ,  Messrs. Hyde, J o hnston. 
Lyon, Manness, M cKenzie, Mercier, N ordman, M rs. 
Oleson, Messrs. Orchard, Ransom, S herman, Steen. 

MR. ACTING CLERK, G. Mackintosh: Yeas, 26; Nays, 
1 9. 

MR. SPEAKER: The r u l i n g  of the Cha i r  is accordi n g l y  
u pheld .  

The Honourable Member for A rt h u r. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr.  Speaker, with the g reatest of 
respect, a n d  I t h i n k  the f u rther review of the com
ments made on that part icu lar  date, Mr .  S peaker, on  
the comments that I 'd  made fol lowing your comment 
here, S i r, with the g reatest respect I do  not feel  that I 
shoul d  withdraw comments. 
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MR. SPEAKER: I would ask the Honourable Member 
for Art h u r  to review what he  has said and the state
ment that has been put before h im, and  consider 
whether i t  wou ldn't be the best course of action for 
h imself and for the House and for the topic i nvolved to 
withdraw those remarks as requested on  the d ay t hat 
they were made and as requested by the Chair  today. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, i f  I wasn't c lear, 
again with the g reatest of respect, Sir, I do not p lan  to 
withd raw t hose remarks. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Art h u r  
h as b e e n  i n  the C h amber long  enough to k now t h e  
desti nation which he  w i l l  arrive a t  b y  h is  remarks. 

The Honourable G overnment House Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: Sorry, M r. S peaker, I don't k now 
how far you've proceeded 

MR. SPEAKER: I bel ieve I h ave asked the Honourable 
Member for A rt h u r  twice to fol low the d i rect ion of the 
Cha i r, which is to withdraw the remarks that he  made 
that were objected to on Monday. If he  does n ot i ntend 
to do so, then I must rel uctantly name the Honourable 
Member for Arthur,  M r. J ames Downey, for defy i n g  
the order o f  the C ha i r. 

The Honourable G overnment H ouse Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, in accordance with 
the ru les, I move, seconded by the M i n ister of F i n ance, 
that the H onou rable Member for Art h u r  be suspended 
from the s i tt i n g  of th is  H ouse for the ba lance of t h is 
day. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. Order p lease. 

ORAL QUESTI O N S  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader  of  the 
Opposition .  

HON. S .  LYON: M r. S peaker, a question to the M i n is
ter of F i nance as a member of the now defu nct A lcan 
negotiat i n g  team, can the M i n ister of F i nance tel l  t h is 
House when the Government became aware of the 
annou ncement that was made p u b l i c  today that A lcan 
has p u rchased some 2,200 acres of land i n  the Prov
i n ce of Quebec in ant ic i pat ion  of the construct ion  at a 
later d ate, not yet named, of a 250,000 tonne smelter 
as a part ial  replacement for the Arv ida Smelter at the 
same t ime, or two days I shou ld  say, after Alcan h ad 
annou nced i n  M a n itoba t hat it was g iv i n g  u p  a l l  
opt ions to p u rchase l a n d  and that a l l  negotiat ions 
were suspended i ndef i n itely, keepi n g  i n  mind  as wel l 
that A lcan's an nou ncement today, S i r, has said t hat 
Quebec Env i ronment Counc i l  h as approved of the 
locat ion  of the smelter at t hat site and  that al l  of the 
other requ isite approvals have been made by the G ov
ernment of Quebec, u n l ike  what has been done by t h is 
G overnment i n  Man i to ba? W hen d i d  t h is g overnment 
become aware of that? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Wel l ,  Mr. S peaker, I can only 
speak for mysel f, I was aware as of Monday of th is  
week that  A lcan was intend ing  to proceed with the 
p urchase of that particu lar  land .  T hey h ad options on  
i t .  A lcan off ic ia ls i n d icated to us - ( I nterject i o n ) - M r. 
S peaker, the member asks a question which is impor
tant to Mani to bans, I wou ld  ask that the Member for 
Lakeside permit me to answer it. 

A lcan h as written to us  and they i n d icated that - i n  
fact they p rovided u s  with  an excerpt from the i r  1 981  
A n n u a l  Report to t he i r  employees, and I q u ote, i t ' s  one 
br ief  paragraph: "Another i nternal development was 
the further c lari f icat ion of our  strategy for smelter 
expansion and rebu i l d i n g .  I n  t h is area our p rior it ies 
are now f i rmly establ ished.  The modernizat ion and  
revital izat ion of our  exist ing  Canadian fac i l it ies must 
proceed in a n  orderly man ner over the rema i n der of 
this century. Expansion opportu n ities must be v iewed 
in the context of t h is modern izat ion commitment .  
T h ese modern izat ion and  product ion expansion 
strategies predicated o n  our  ownersh i p  of hydro
electric power stations rema i n  i ntact. However, the 
t iming of s ign if icant projects wi l l  h ave to be delayed 
as a resu l t  of c urrent f inancia l  constrai nts." 

N ow, the po int  is,  M r. S peaker, that the p lant, wh ich  
they are  i nten d i n g  at  some time in  the future to  
replace, i s  one that was b u i lt i n  the 1 920's. T h is i s  n ot 
somet h i n g  w h i ch w i l l  provide them with an add it ional  
p lant  i n  that i t  i s  a replacement to a n  o l d  plant wh ich 
they must replace. 
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So, yes, we were in formed of th is ;  I was i nformed of 
i t  on  M o nday of th is  week. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. S peaker, g iven that the para
g raph in q uesti o n  from Al can's 1 981  A n nua l  Report to 
i ts employees was read by me to  this H ouse approxi
mately a week or  1 O days ago, and  the words that have 
j ust been read by the M i n ister of F i nance,  "These 
modernization and production expansion strategies 
p red icated on  our ownershi p  of hydro-electric power 
stat ions remai n  in tact"; g iven that those words were i n  
t h e  report o f  1 98 1 ;  g iven t hat t hat i s  the po l icy of 
Al can; g iven the fact that Alcan h as n ow p u l led up bag 
and baggage from Mani to ba without tak ing up the 
o pt ions,  without s ign ing  a hydro rate agreement, 
without s i g n i n g  a Memorandum of U n derstand i n g  
with t h e  government, w i l l  t h i s  government n ot now 
reconsider its i l l-considered pol icy of sayin g  to Alcan 
that i t  woul d  u n der no c ircumstances sel l  part of a 
Hydro Generat i n g  P lant  to A lcan for the p urpose of 
gett i n g  that i n dustry in our  provi nce? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, what the Leader 
of the Opposit ion forgets is that very statement says 
t hat the ir  f i rst pr iority is the replacement  of exist ing 
p lant.  T hat i s  what they're going on  with.  But  even with 
t hat objective, the announcement by A lcan says very 
specif ical ly, "A decis ion on  actual  construction w i l l  be 
made at a l ater d ate." Even though they are requ i red to 
replace an old p lant, because of the recession, because 
of the fact t hat i n  the U n ited States p l ants are at about 
45 percent of operat i n g  capacity, because of pr ices, 
t hey are not proceedi n g  with construction down 
t here, but  there is no  q uest ion that they wi l l  h ave to 
replace that p lant.  They h ad a lready had these options 
on  the land, as I u nderstan d i t, for a couple of years. 
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They had to replace it ;  th is had to be a pr iority for them 
above new expansion and that was their pol icy in 
1 98 1 ;  it is their pol i cy now. They are n ot p rocee d i n g  
w i t h  other n e w  p lants. There i s  a part ia l ly  b u i lt p l a n t  i n  
Austral ia  that they stopped construction on .  

So,  Mr .  Speaker, for the Opposit ion to suggest t hat 
somehow i t  is because of a fai l u re on the part of th is  
government. that the company is do ing  precisely what 
i t  was sayi n g  when that group was in office, wel l .  that's 
just p la in  nonsense. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. S peaker. g iven the fact that the 
Alcan A l um i n u m  have taken up the option to buy 
2,200 acres of land i n  Quebec. whereas 48 hours ago 
they an nou nced they were g iv ing  u p  the o pt ion to buy 
some 4.000 acres i n  Manitoba; g iven the fact that in  
Quebec. Alcan has got  approval from the E nviron
mental  Counc i l  to p roceed with the smelter locat ion  
there at  a t ime a n d  date when they c hoose to do so; 
g iven the fact that in Man i toba t h is government 
stopped the environmental studies that were u nder 
way - the socioeconomic studies that were u n der way 
- h ow can th is  M i n ister stand in the H ouse, M r. 
Speaker. and say that Manitoba is i n  no worse posit ion 
today than it was s ix  months ago? Who is  he try ing to 
kid,  M r. S peaker? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of 
the Opposit ion says we stopped studies of the envir
onmental impacts of a proposed p lant. That,  of course, 
is i naccurate as is the rest of h i s  statement which is not 
very s imi lar  to a q uest ion.  N ow suddenly we are asked 
to table the studies that are in p lace. We and A lcan - I 
don't  h ave the statement here but  they know f u l l  wel l  -
they met with Alcan on M on day or Tuesday morni n g .  
They k now f u l l  w e l l  that A l  c a n  is  i ntend i n g  to cont i n u e  
w i t h  the studies w i t h  the Man i toba G overnment over 
the next few months to completion of those studies, so 
t hat i t  w i l l  be in p lace for some time in the future 
beyon d  the ir  cu rrent p lann i n g  range when they may 
dec i de to b u i l d  another smelter, but  u nt i l  they dec ide 
to bu i ld  a new capacity smelter, n ot a replacement for 
thei r A rvida p lant,  al l  they are g o i n g  to do is complete 
the stu d ies. To suggest that the studies were termi
n ated by us  is  simply i n correct; they are n ot bein g  
terminated. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. S peaker, g iven the fact again that 
o u r  government, before it left office, had provided 
throug h  pub l ic  advertisements and throug h  prepara
tory work of some several months, arrangements for 
socioeconomic and environmental stud ies, p u b l i c  
heari ngs on  them t o  take p lace start i n g  t h e  1 s t  o f  A p r i l ,  
1 982, can t h i s  M i n i ster stand i n  h is  p lace i n  the H ouse 
and say that his government did n ot cancel t hose 
stud ies that were based upon the Bal moral site; can he 
stan d  in his p lace and  say that h i s  government was not 
ask i n g  A lcan to review the site and  that t hose d i d  not 
contri b ute to the fact that A lcan did not take up the 
options in Manitoba? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: I can, on  the a bsol ute author
ity of people from Alcan.  The President of Alcan 
c lear ly told us  that they're not procee d i n g  had abso
l utely not h i n g  to do with the change in government, or 
the man ner in wh ich  negotiations were carried on 
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after December. 1 981 . 
For the Leader of the Opposit ion to suggest -

( Interjection)- ah, the Member for Lakeside is say
i ng ,  what do you expect them to say? Is he cal l i n g  the 
man a l iar? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. Order please. The 
Honourable Leader of the Opposi t ion .  

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, is the M i n ister of F inance 
not able to conf i rm to t h is H ouse what the world at 
large k nows. namely, that the M a n itoba Env i ronment 
Commission had been commissioned to start p u b l i c  
heari ngs on the Bal  moral site; do an i ndepth environ
mental and socioeconomic study start i n g  on  the 1 st of 
Apr i l .  1 982; and that those plans were stopped by th is  
government as i t  fooled aro u n d  and tr ied to convince 
Alcan about other s ites and about its i deas about 
Hydro generat ion and  a l l  sorts of tomfoolery that i t  
brought to the negot iat i n g  table wh ich ,  S i r, has 
resu lted in the sad state of affairs that we f i n d  today? 
Quebec's g o i n g  to get someth i n g  sooner t h a n  
Manitoba. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, l ast fall the now 
Leader of the Opposit ion was creat i n g  the k i n d  of 
expectations that h is  former M i n ister of E nergy was 
creatin g  last spr ing and  I woul d  remind the H ouse of 
last spr ing's announcement. 

In May, when they were expect i n g  a spr ing  elect ion ,  
when they were t h i n k i n g  of a spr ing  e lect ion ,  they 
were tel l i n g  us a bout the shaft be ing  d u g  a l ready by 
fa l l  in McAuley and that sort of th ing .  In  the fal l ,  yes, 
they commissioned some hearings with respect to the 
Ba lmoral s ite.  We said,  d u r i n g  the elect ion campaign ,  
that we wanted to ensure that we had the best s i te .  We 
wanted to ensure that a l l  alternat ives had been 
explored.  T here was concern expressed by Man i to
bans. Man i tobans spoke on  N ovember 1 7th .  Manito
bans agreed with us  that there shou ld  be stu d i es, not 
only of the one site, but of alternat ives that there might  
be. We fol lowed thro u g h  on  that commitment. 

N otwithstandi n g  o u r  fo l low i n g  thro u g h  on  t hat 
commitment, Al can has made it very c lear t hat it is not 
because of a change of government that they have 
made the a n nouncement that they made, but  rather 
because of the contin ued recessio n. 

The members of the Opposit ion, I'm sure, have seen 
the tables that Alcan p resented. One that I wou ld  
especia l ly  commend to the Leader of the Opposit ion's 
attention is the C hase Econometrics Predict ions go ing  
back about  two years, and  every few months t hey'd 
make a new pred ict ion showi n g  that the u pturn in the 
market was j ust around the corner - we kept seein g  the 
check marks - and each t ime a few more months went 
by the p redict ions went down, the s l ide cont in ued, 
and  that i s  why they made the an nou ncemen t  that 
they made. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. S peaker, g iven the fact t hat in th is  
H ouse with i n  the l ast two weeks the F i rst M i n ister of  
t h is p rovi nce and  the M i n ister of M i nes and  E nergy 
who is, or was at that time, in charge of negot iat ions 
with Alcan,  both said that negotiat ions were g o i n g  
w e l l  - going w e l l  i ndeed - and there were no problems 
with the A lcan development, how can t h is M i n ister 
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stand i n  h is  place today and say that the former gov
ernment was rais ing false expectations? Mr. Speaker, 
w i l l  the M i n ister not conf i rm that u nder the former 
government ,  A lcan took out options to buy land;  
u nder t h is government, they g ive up the opt ions? Isn't 
that a sufficient contrast? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, I recal l  the P re
mier of th is  province with i n  the l ast few weeks mak i n g  
statements about the d iff icu l t ies i n  the market. I recal l 
the M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes mak i n g  statements 
about the d iffic u lt ies with respect to the market. The 
suggest ion that they were sitt i n g  here and  sayi n g  that 
they expected a plant to g row up without those q u a l i
f ications, then it may be t hat, taken out  of context, the 
Leader of the Opposit ion has some statement some
where sayi n g  that negotiat ions are g o i n g  as wel l  as 
might be expected. 

Sure ly that has to be ta ken i n  context with the 
statements t hat the Premier, and the M i n ister of 
Energy and M ines made i n  total to t h is H ouse, and  to 
the Committees of t h is H ouse. The Leader of the 
Opposit ion spent hours talk ing with the Premier and 
with the M i n ister of E nergy and M i nes about the var
ious sets of negotiations and with i n  t hose d iscussions 
there were a n umber of t imes when i t  was made very 
c lear that the fact t hat market condit ions are what they 
are p lays on  the decis ions of corporat ions as to when 
they are g o i n g  to start b u i ld i n g .  

Aga in  I p o i n t  out to the Leader of the Opposit ion the 
fact that t h is very same company; No .  1 ,  is not g iv ing a 
date for procee d i n g  with reconstruction of an exist i n g  
plant that's 6 0  years o ld  or  so i n  Quebec; and  No.  2 ,  
h a s  ceased construction on  a plant i n  another country 
which was a lready u n der  way because of market 
condit ions. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, is the M i n ister of F inance 
u nable to appreciate the fundamental d i fference 
between M an itoba's posit ion today v is-a-vis an A lcan 
smelter and  its posit ion s ix months ago? Is the M i n is
ter of F inance stand i n g  i n  h i s  place today, Mr .  Speaker, 
and tel l i n g  us t hat Mani toba wou l d  not have been 
better off if those options had been taken up, the land 
purchased i n  ant ic ipati o n  of when the s i te  cou l d  be 
b u i l t ,  the Hydro Agreement and the Memorandum of  
U nderstan d i n g  s igned? My q uestion,  Mr .  Speaker, is 
why did h is government not move ahead with those 
negotiations,  wh ich  were wel l  down the road, and  
br ing them at  least to that po int  of complet ion so  that 
when Alcan is able to b u i l d  it would be b u i l d i n g  i n  
Manitoba? Can h e  tel l  us  that? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, i f  they a l ready 
had an agreement why d idn ' t  we have A lcan commit
ted to b u i l d  it? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. T he Honourable Leader 
of the Opposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Speaker, I ask the M i n ister of 
F i nance th is  q uest ion  wh ich  is somet h i n g  that I t h i n k  
s h o u l d  be with i n  h i s  k nowledge. T h e  prospectus that 
h is  government issued, that he authorized on behalf  of 
the G overnment of Man itoba i n  Marc h ,  wherein it said 
in the prospectus that A lcan was negotiat i n g  with the 

Province of Man itoba for the estab l ishment of a smel
ter, is he now tryin g  to say that the statement he made 
in the prospectus was a l ie? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, the Leader of 
the Opposit ion is  back into that. F i rst of all - and I wish 
that he  would  take the t ime to read when he  doesn't 
come to the various committee meet ings - that he 
woul d  read what was said about prospectuses. That 
prospectus was prepared some time in very early 
December, 1 981 . It was in New York - altho u g h  it's 
dated I bel ieve the 1 5t h  or  1 6th of December or  some
t h i n g  l i ke that - i n i t ia l ly i t  was in New York and  vetted 
between the time i t  was signed and that date. 

Seco n d ly, i t  was a shelf  registration wh ich  was 
updated with a l ater prospectus,  later on, at w h i c h  
t ime the U nderwriters were in formed o f  the fact that 
there was an agreemen t  to agree - w h i ch I had i n d i 
cated previously d i dn't  commit A lcan to b u i l d i n g  - a n  
agreemen t  to agree w h i ch h ad expired; they were 
i n formed of that,  they fel t  that was not a worthwhi le  
enough ,  a s ign i f icant enough event for  a change i n  the 
prospectus for the provi nce. 

We certa i n ly h ave no q u arrel with the posit ion taken 
by the U nderwriters. They d i d n't see that as s ign if i
cant as,  for i n stance, a f u rther decrease in the amount  
of reven u e  that we were g o i n g  to be receiv i n g  from 
Hydro, because t hose were facts. Th is  was somet h i n g  
that is maybe some t ime i n  the fu ture. T h is was some
t h i n g  t hat was maybe i n  the future. -( l nterject ion)
Wel l ,  the Member for Lakeside, i f  he has some ques
t ions,  maybe he woul d  l i ke to stan d  up and put them 
on the record i n stead of s itt i n g  there and ta lk ing  from 
h is  seat. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

MR. H. ENNS: M r. Speaker, I want to ask the Honour
ab le M i n ister of F i nance if he rea l ly  t h in ks he's foo l i n g  
anybody i n  Balmoral today? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  Leader of  t h e  
Opposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, I want to ask the M in is
ter of F i nance if I heard h i m  r ight  when I heard h im say 
that he was putt i n g  some quest ion upon the words 
t hat were placed in the prospectus of the Prov i n ce of 
Man itoba by h im and his government, and  that pros
pectus was dated, as he said,  the 1 5t h  of December, 
1 981  when,  in fact, on  the supplement to the prospec
tus from w h i ch we've been readi n g  lo these many 
weeks, the date of this prospectus supplement is 
March 8, 1 982? N ow is  he tryin g  to tel l  the H ouse and 
t ryi n g  to tel l  the people of Man i toba that on  M arch 8th, 
1 982, he sti l l  t h o u g ht that the Alcan t h i n g  was j ust a 
bunch of election promises? 

If so, why d i d  he  on  M arch 8, 1 982, te l l  the people 
who l oaned the Prov i n ce of M an itoba $200 m i l l i o n ,  
that th is  government was sti l l  pursu i n g  a Memoran
dum of U nderstand i n g  with A l  can, i f  he  t h o u g ht in the 
words of h is cheap shot today, that i t  real ly wasn't 
h appe n i n g  and that the prev ious government was j ust 
raisi n g  expectations? 

Is he  try ing to pedd le  that k ind of nonsense to the 
House, to the people of M an itoba, to the i n vestors, 



and i ndeed to Alcan? Is he tryin g  to say, that repres
ents i ntegrity i n  negotiat ing?  Mr.  Speaker. I want h im 
to answer about the integrity of th is government and 
the ab i l ity of th is  government to be trusted with any 
negotiation. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker. I should,  j u st to 
put i t  on  the record for today from page 7 of the 
p rospectus: " U n der a Letter of Intent between th<J 
A l um i n um Company of Canada Limited, Alcan, and 
the province, A lcan has commenced a feasi b i l ity 
study for the construction of a $500 mi l l ion  pr imary 
a lumi n um production and p rocess ing  plant in the 
prov ince. A lcan has announced the selection of a site 
approx imately 25 mi les. northwest of W i n ni peg and is 
conduct ing environmental and socioeconomic stu
d ies." That's what we've had. 

There was a feasi b i l ity study. The feasi b i l ity study 
was surely sti l l  g o i n g  on and  was going o n  unti l  a week 
ago. I regret. j ust l ike a l l  other M an itobans do, the 
decision t hat Alcan h ad to take.  The decision that 
Alcan had to take was because of market cond i t ions. 
Alcan said that to the p u bl ic of M an itoba. It i s  not 
d iff icult  to u nderstand why they are tak i n g  that posi
tion when you look at market condit ions in the world.  

In  March of 1982, those feasib i l ity stu d ies were con
t i n u i n g ;  there was certa in ly  not h i n g  i ncorrect a bout  
that statement. That they are not now cont i n u i n g  
completely is regrettable, a l though even n o w  Alcan is  
complet i n g  the stu dies, together with the govern
ment, t hat were commenced - and they expect that it 
w i l l  take another couple of months - and Alcan has 
stated p u b l ic ly t hat i t  i s  its i ntention to conti n u e  l i ai
son with the G overnment of Manitoba i n  order that 
any future developments may be monitored by both 
A lcan and the government ol th is provi nce. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, it's the M i n ister of 
F i nance who has to choose his posit ion.  Either the 
A lcan p lant  was j u st an elect ion promise, as he  was 
a l leg ing  a few moments ago in th is  House, or  the 
A lcan p lant was someth ing  that was real  and  happen
ing in Man itoba u n t i l  th is  group of i ncompetent peo
ple came i nto government. N ow he's g ot a choice to 
make - ( l n terject ion)-

N ow, M r. S peaker, I don't i ntend to be h ooted down 
by the Attorney-General .  He may f i n d  t hat tact ic  su it
able hav ing  regard to h is previous pol i t ical affi l iat ions, 
but they don't work i n  here. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. The Attorney-General 
on a point of order. 

HON. R. PENNER: Yes. I have no i ntention of hoot i n g  
d o w n  the Leader of the Opposit ion,  he  makes a fool of 
h imself and a mockery of th is  House by his own 
remarks. But  I do call your attention to a ru l i ng  that 
you made i n  th is  House with respect to the long  ram
b l i n g  preambles that do not lead to a q uest ion,  and the 
Leader of the Opposit ion is  now proceedi n g  to do 
t hat. and  I d i rect that you remind  h im of your ru l i ng  on 
th is q uest ion ,  dated June 16, 1982. 

MR. SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable the Attorney
General ,  and I'm sure that the H onourable Leader of 
the Opposit ion w i l l  take note of those statements that 
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were made as to the length of questions. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, can the M i n ister of 
F i nance t hen tel l  the House, g iven the fact that his 
government conf irmed that there were real negotia
tions g o i n g  on  as l ate as March 8, 1982 - i f  we can 
bel ieve anyt h i n g  t h is government says now - w i l l  he 
tel l  the House when he i ntends to have the Manitoba 
Environment Commission resume the d iscussions 
and  resume the p u b l i c  hearings on  the site at Bal
moral, the hear ings that were cancel led by th is  
government, what date are they g o i n g  to start them up 
again? 

HON. V .  SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, the Leader of 
the Opposit ion in the f i rst ha l f  of the q uest ion seemed 
to assume that there is noth ing  in between, a f i rm 
agreement or noth ing .  I pointed out that there was no 
f i rm ag reement i n  N ovember of 1981 when we came to  
office. When we came to office there was an agree
ment to possi b ly agree i n  the future. We have worked 
along with that agreement. 

It is true that after N ovember of 1981, we suggested 
that we wanted the issue of location reopened to look 
at whether Bal  moral  was the only site,  t hat is very true 
but  certain ly there was no agreement to b u i l d - i f  there 
had been I'm sure that A lcan would have started b u i l d
i n g  - there was no such ag reement, so what we d i d  
from that point  on  was negotiate i n  g o o d  faith pre
cisely in accordance with the mandate which we 
received from the people of Man itoba, because we 
told the people of Manitoba before the elect ion t hat 
we were n ot p repared to agree to a site without look
ing at the ramif ications to the environment of the city 
and surrou n d i n g  areas, and the farmlands surround
ing i t  and they agreed. We were go ing  to look at  other 
s i tes i n  order that any heari n g  would not j u st conf ine 
itself to one site, but  to determi ne which s i te was the 
best s ite.  - ( Interject ion )- Wel l ,  we h ave a b low-hard 
in the back seat t here who says, you blew it. You k now 
about b lowing .  We told the people  of M a n itoba what 
we were go ing  to do and that is precisely what we went 
ahead and d i d .  

HON. S .  LYON: M r. S peaker, w i l l  the M i n ister of 
F i nance n ow conf irm that in addit ion to tel l i n g  the 
people of Man itoba d u r i n g  the election  campai g n  
about t h e i r  f u n ny i deas about site locat ion,  they also 
saicl t hat the N O P  would not, M r. Speaker, 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  S peaker, do we have to be hec
tored by j uven i le  voices from the backbenches? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, I t h i n k  the people of 
T hompson k now what's funny about their  representa
tive without my havi ng to tel l  them. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Speaker, w i l l  the M i n i ster of 
F i nance not now conf irm that his party in elect ion also 
said t hat t hey wou l d  never sell a port ion of a hydro-



electric p lant  to A lcan? D i d  they not say that d u ri n g  
t h e  e lect ion?  I s  he try ing n ow t o  say that is not a 
contribut ing  factor to the situat ion,  the sad sad s itua
t ion ,  we f i n d  today, where that company is buy ing  
land in  the Prov i n ce of Quebec, and  it's g iv ing  up  
opt ions t hat i t  took  a year ago i n  Manitoba, i n  th is  
prov ince? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Wel l ,  again,  j ust to correct 
the record.  The opt ions had been in p lace for some 
time in the P rovince of Quebec. It's not as though they 
were j ust jumping  at t hem n ow as a resu l t  of an e lec
t ion .  A lso, the pol icy of A lcan was i n  effect before the 
elect ion ,  and  aga in ,  t he pol icy was;  f i rst, to renew its 
old plant and e q u ipment;  secondly,  to go i nto new 
sites. The q uesti o n  that our po l icy, wh ich is on the 
p u b l i c  record and is po l icy w h i c h  the peop l e  of th is  
prov i n ce agree with ,  o u r  po l icy d i d  not  dr ive them out 
of t h is prov i n ce. T hey have said very c learly them
selves t h at o u r  pol icy was n ot t h e  problem, the prob
lem is world markets. S u rely the Leader of the Opposi
t ion wou l dn't  suggest that i t 's because of the Manitoba 
N D P  that they shut d own construction  of a new site. 
- (Interject i o n ) - S u rely they aren't b lamin g  the 
Man itoba N D P  for the fact that A l can has shut  d own 
construction on  a n  Austral ian  site; or are  they? I'm 
sure that if they h ad some way of h a n g i n g  t hat on  us, 
they woul d  too. 

B u t  i n  the ir  statements they are ignor ing  the facts; 
they are i g nor ing what we have said and they are also 
i g norin g  what the President of A lcan has said. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. S peaker, w i l l  the M i n ister of 
F i n ance conf irm that th is  statement was the po l icy, 
and remai n s  the po l i cy, of the N ew Democrat i c  Party 
and G overnment of Manitoba, a po l icy p u b l ished i n " A 
C lear Choice for Man i tobans," po l icies of the M a n i
toba N ew Democratic Party? T h is statement, and  I 
q uote d i rectly from the ir  statement, "The N D P  w i l l  not 
al low Alcan ownershi p  of a hydro-electric plant . " 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease, order please. May I 
remind  honourable members th is  is question period; i t  
i s  not a shout in g  match. 

The Honourable Leader of the Opposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Speaker,  I read that one state
ment of the N ew Democratic Party and  asked the 
M i n ister i f  that was t he po l icy a n d  I read back to h im 
the words that he  read from h i s  own mouth today on  
A lcan's po l icy. "These modernizat ion . . .  " -( Inter
ject ion )- M r. S peaker . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 

HON. S. LYON: G iven the verbal contort ions of the 
M i n ister of F i n an ce,  he  is  l iable to be ab le to read w i th  
h i s  mouth  because he  doesn't do  anyt h i n g  e lse with  
the regu l ar organs. 

Mr. S peaker,  c o ntrast that  statement w i t h  t h i s  
statement that he  h a s  j ust read, A lcan's statement,  
readi n g  from their  statement to their  employees, 
"These modernizat i o n  a n d  product ion expans ion 
strategies predicated on  o u r  ownershi p  of hydro
electric power stat ions remai n  intact. " G iven the N D P  
statement on  t h e  o n e  h a n d  that they won't a l l ow them 

to buy i n ;  A lcan's statement on  the other hand that 
t hey have to buy i n ;  can the M i n ister stan d  i n  th is  
H ouse and honestly tel l  the peop le  of Man itoba that 
the po l i cies of the N D P  h ave not contri b uted to 
A lcan's announcement the other day t hat t hey are 
postponi n g  everyt h i n g  in M an itoba and we are back to 
s4uare one? At the same time, t hey are buy ing  land i n  
the Provi nce o f  Quebec. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: The Leader of the Opposi
t ion, of course, i s  say ing in effect that the leaders h i p  of 
A lcan is ly i n g  when i t  says that i t  is not because of a 
change i n  government that they have decided to post
pone any plans for a smelter operation i n  Man i toba 
- ( Interjecti o n ) - Mr.  S peaker, the Member for Stu r
geon C reek, I caught a smi le  on h is face. I take it that 
means he's bei n g  s i n cere for a change with  h is speak
ing from his seat, but  he  can't get away from the fact 
that A lcan said that i t  was not the G overnment of 
M a nitoba or  its po l ic ies t hat made them decide what 
they decided the other day, no more than it was the 
G overnment of  M an itoba and its po l i cies that made 
Al can decide to stop constructio n  of a p lant  i n  A ustra
l ia.  It is the econ omy t hat is causin g  that fact to occur.  
That i s  somet h i n g  that we h o pe, I 'm s u re members on 
t hat s ide and  o n  our  s i de, w i l l  turn aro u n d. They are as 
wel l aware as we are that the a lumin u m  p roduced w i l l  
have to be exported i n  large part and  we w i l l  have t o  
receive the w o r l d  pr ice f o r  i t .  As l o n g  a s  y o u  have 
American smelters operati n g  at 45 percent of capacity 
you won't h ave a g reat n umber of compan ies j um p i n g  
i n  to say, we w a n t  t o  b u i l d  another smelter. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turt le  
M o u ntain. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, my q uest ions are for 
the M i n ister of F inance. Has the M i n ister of F inance 
esta b l ished a special  f u n d  i nto w h i ch he w i l l  p lace the 
revenues raised by the payrol l  tax ,  the fund for educa
t ion and  health? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: It's g o i n g  i nto  a wel l 
estab l ished f u n d ,  t h e  Consol idated F u n d. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, I wou ld  ask the M in is
ter of F i nance t hen to conf i rm t hat he  has designated 
t h i s  payrol l  tax as a special  edu cat ion and health levy, 
but he is not p lann ing  to des ignate those funds for 
health and education. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, I can assu re the 
honourable member that as long as we are in govern
ment we w i l l  be u s i n g  t hose f u n ds and many, many, 
many more do l lars for health and post-secondary 
education. 
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MR. B. RANSOM: Mr.  S peaker, a further q u est ion to 
the M i n ister of F i nance. In  v iew of the rap id ly  decl in
ing Canadian d o l lar and  the b u rgeo n i n g  effect that i s  
g o i n g  to have on  the debt-serv ic ing  costs of the prov
i nce and on  the valu e  of the outstand ing  debt, w i l l  the 
M i n ister of F i nance be estab l ish ing  a special  f u n d  to 
take care of the reti rement of the increased debt which 
the p rovince wi l l  suffer as a consequence to the dec
l i n i n g  do l lar? 



HON. V. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker. when t h e  
Member f o r  Pembina  is f i n ished -( Interject ion) - just 
back to the previous quest ion .  I had wanted to point 
out to the member when I got up, I forgot, but  I'm s u re 
he has seen the M cleod You n g  Weir  Report on the 
B ud get and  there is a q uote on  the secon d  page of i t ,  
"The revenue measures d isp lay a sou n d  sense of 
equity and economic j u dgment. No part icu lar  seg
ment of Man itoba society w i l l  be b urdened by the 
h igher  consumption,  i ncome or corporate taxes. The 
new levy on employers' payrol l s  is a part icu lar ly 
astute measure that wi l l  d i rectly compensate for 
reduced federal transfers wh i le  at the same time per
mitt i n g  relatively low sales and smal l  bus iness taxes to 
be left u ntouched." I thought t hat was an excel lent 
q uote from an organ izat ion t hat ordinar i ly i sn't a sup
porter of the N ew Democratic Party. 

We w i l l  do what we can to ensure that our debt is 
taken care of in an orderly fash ion .  I woul d  point  out to 
the member that, in terms of some of o u r  fore ign  debt, 
o u r  d o l lar  has i n  fact, over the l ast short wh i le , streng
t hened agai nst some cu rrencies i n  wh ich  we a lso have 
some exposu re. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The t ime for Oral Ques
t ions hav ing  expi red, Orders of the Day. 

C O M MITTEE CHANGES 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government H ouse 
Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: M r. Speaker, may I announce 
some committee membersh ip  changes? With respect 
to Law Amendments, the Member for l n kster w i l l  be 
replac ing  the M i n ister of Consumer and  Corporate 
Affai rs and the Member for G iml i  w i l l  be replacing the 
Member for Concordi a. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? (Agreed) 

I NT R O D UCTION OF G UESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: May I d i rect the attent ion  of honour
able members to the ga l lery on my left where Marsha l l  
G omez. who was the former President of Portuga l ,  i s  
here. 

On behalf  of all the members. I welcome you here 
th is  afternoon. 

O R D E R S  O F  THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable G overnment H ouse 
Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: Mr.  Speaker, wou l d  you please 
call Second Readings on B i l l  No. 50, fo l lowed by B i l l  
N o .  54. both stan d i n g  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  M i n ister of 
Agr icu lture. 

SECOND R EA D I N G  - GOVERNMENT BILLS 

BILL NO. 50 - THE CROWN LAND S  ACT 

HON. B. URUSKI presented B i l l  No. 50, An Act to 
amend The Crown Lands Act and The M u nic ipal 

Assessment Act. for Second Read i n g .  

1 7  June, 1982 
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MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. B. URUSKI: Thank you, M r. Speaker. The pur
pose of these amendments in B i l l  No.  50 is to a l low a l l  
types of agr icu l tura l  Crown land leases to be adminis
tered in the same manner when i t  comes to col lecti n g  
a n d  remitt ing  taxes t o  local munic ipal i t ies. 

At present, wi th  al l  of our leases. with the except ion 
of the cash rental  leases, property taxes are added to 
the annua l  lease fee and col lected i n  advance before 
the s ummer season .  The taxes, so col lected. are then 
tu rned over to the local tax i n g  authority general ly by 
J u n e  or J u ly of each year. By admi n isteri n g  leases i n  
th is  man ner the department col lects the taxes and  
refu n ds t hem to the loca l  authorit ies. H owever, under  
the present legis lat ion,  the l ocal  m u n i cipal tax i n g  
authority i s  respons ib le  f o r  col lect i n g  taxes on  o u r  
cash rental leases. A s  a consequence, w h e n  these 
lands are in tax arrears the local mun ic ipal ity has no 
way to rea l ize on  these arrears thro u g h  tax sales s ince 
the lands belong to the C rown. Some local tax i n g  
authorit ies are currently h o l d i n g  considerable tax 
arrears and penalt ies on  the ir  books as a resu l t  of th is  
system. 

The proposed amendments contai ned i n  B i l l  50 
would correct t h i s  situat ion and  a l low a l l  cash rental  
leases to be administered in the same manner as the 
rest of the agr icu l t u ra l  leases. In  th is  way, a l l  local 
g overnments wo u l d  be assured that their taxes on  a l l  
agr icu l t u ra l  C rown l an ds i n  t h e i r  areas woul d  b e  kept 
i n  a current pos i t ion and  not a l l owed to get i n  a posi
tion of arrears. 

I shou l d  also l i ke to point out,  M r. Speaker. t hat 
a l though this b i l l  states that all monies col lected i n  
l ieu  o f  taxes must b e  paid t o  the local tax i n g  authority 
by December 3 1 st of each year, i n  actual fact, the 
department does admin i ster these leases in such a 
way t hat t h i s  money is t u rned over to the local  author
ity much earl ier  i n  the year and  I woul d  l ike to assu re 
members t hat th is  practice w i l l  be cont inued i n  the 
future. 

Mr. Speaker. basical ly that is,  in essence. the pri n
ciple of the b i l l  and I recommend that this b i l l .  through 
the members of the H ouse, can be proceeded with  and 
handled i n  Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for Lakeside. 

MR. H. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded 
by the H o n o u rable Member for Pembina that debate 
on this b i l l  be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

BILL NO. 54 - THE FARM LAN D S  

OWN E R S H I P  ACT 

HON. B. URUSKI presented B i l l  No.  54, The Farm 
Lands Ownersh ip Act, for Second Read i n g .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 
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HON. B. URUSKI: Thank you, M r. S peaker. I want to 
say that I'm certainly pleased to h ave the opport u nity 
to present Bill 54, to enact The Farm Lands Ownership 
Act for Second Reading. 

This legislation is intended to s u pport the develop
ment of agriculture on ru ral commu nities by restrict
ing absentee ownership of Manitoba's farmlands. 
Before outlining the main p rovisions of the bill, I 
intend to describe the objectives u nderlying this 
administration's policies with respect to agricultu ral 
and ru ral development.  

Mr .  S peaker, we, as a government, are com mitted to 
preserve the family farm as t he basis of M anitoba's 
agricultu ral industry. We are com mitted to increase 
and stabilize farmers' incomes. We are com mitted to 
p rovide an opportu nity for producers, including 
you n ger and beginning farmers, to enter agriculture 
and to develop viable farm u nits. As well, we wish to 
provide an option for individuals to live and work in 
the region of their choice, to conserve the province's 
land resource base and p reserve the environ ment, 
and we are committed, M r. S peaker, to m aintain and 
build a stro n g  viable ru ral com m unity. I am confident 
t hat The Farm Lands Ownership Act will contri bute to 
the achievement of these objectives. 

I share the concerns expressed about absentee 
ownership by organizations like t he Manitoba Farm 
B u reau,  t he National Farmers U nion and t he Women's 
Institute. Research conducted at the U niversity of 
Manitoba shows t hat in 1 977, app roximately 1 .8 mil
lion acres, or 1 O percent of the province's farmland, 
was owned by absentee landlords. D u ring  t he period 
of 1 978 to 1 981 , the years of the p revious Conservative 
administration, absentee ownership expanded sub
stantially. My staff advised t hat in this period a bout 
250,000 acres of farmlan d  were p urchased by individ
uals who were n o n residents of M anitoba, and  an addi
tional 200,000 acres were acq uired by investor corpo
rations, m any of which are simply fronts for foreign 
investors. 

I'm deeply concerned, Sir, about the p roblems and 
the costs associated with speculation in farmland and 
these costs include the following:  land prices are 
increased thereby increasing t he operating costs of 
all farmers; rising land p rices inhibit smaller produc
ers from expanding their operations and p revent 
you n ger  a n d  begin n i n g  farmers from entering 
agriculture. 

Since leases between a bsentee landlords and  
tenants are typically very short-term or indefinite in 
d u ration, they do n ot encou rage sound farm plan ning 
or  the use of effective soil conservation p ractices and,  
as well, absentee owners d rain revenues from local 
farmers and com m unities. These are the monies that 
could otherwise be used to improve incomes of farm 
families and build strong ru ral communities. 

As well, these costs include the consolidation of 
smaller family farm u nits into large ones and we have 
exam ples whereby t here have been p u rchases of 
farmland in - and  I'll share one example with t he hon
ou rable mem bers - a total in excess of 6 ,000 acres in 
adjoining m u nicipalities were purchased by a corpo
ration and when they came to t he board they freely 
admitted that t heir intent was to set u p  a large corpo
rate operation and of cou rse hire management and 
have corporate ownership. Really, in effect, Mr .  

· ---- · · ··-·--------- .. - -----

Speaker, the members of the Conservative Party who 
talked about state farms pu rely in the corporate sense, 
one could relate that very well. I think mem bers of the 
Conservative Party certainly wouldn't disagree with 
that. 

M r. S peaker, my expectation is that our legislation, 
liy restricting land speculation and  absentee owner
ship, will red uce t hese problems very substantially. It 
won't eliminate them, but it will reduce them. 

The main provisions of T he Farm Lands Ownership 
Act are: individual farmers, family farm corporation ,  
a n d  residents of M anitoba generally will be permitted, 
without restriction ,  to p urchase farmland in Manitoba. 
N o n residents of Manitoba and nonfarm corporations 
will be allowed to acquire up to only 1 0  acres of farm
lan d .  T he Farm Lands Ownership Board, established 
to ad minister the Act, will be authorized to exe m pt 
certain individuals or g ro u ps of individuals on a case
by-case basis. 

T he legislation will take effect on the date of proc
lamation and thus will not be retroactive. Nonresi
dents of M anitoba and nonfarm corporations will not 
be required to divest existing  holdings, however, they 
will not be allowed to expand them above the 1 0-acre 
limit. 

M r. S peaker, in my view this legislation is effective, 
reasonable and fair. By eliminating land purchases by 
non residents of M anitoba who have no intention of 
taking u p  residency here; and  by eliminatin g  acquisi
tions by investor corporations, o u r  legislation will 
effectively remove a major source of speculative pres
sure from the farmland market. 
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I should point out t hat Manitoba is followin g  the 
lead taken by the provinces of Prince Edward Island,  
Quebec and Saskatchewan in allowin g  only provin
cial residents to make u n restricted p u rchases of farm
land.  With reference to corporations, my position is 
t hat only family farm corporations - and that is corpo
rations which are effectively controlled by farmers in 
t his p rovince - should  be permitted u nlimited 
p u rchases. 

The decision to restrict p u rchases made by investor 
corporations h as been motivated in part by the con
cerns expressed by many individuals and  by organiza
tions such as the M anitoba Farm B u reau, the National 
Farmers U nion and the Women's Institute. It is gener
ally recognized that in recent years the corporate 
entity h as often been used as a device to conceal the 
identity of the actual p u rchasers of farmland and,  
more specifically, to circu m vent  the existin g  Agricul
tural Lands Protection Act. 

T he organizations which I referred to,  Mr. S peaker, 
advised t he previous Minister of A g ricultu re, as they 
have advised me, to place restrictions on  p u rchases 
by investor corporations. U nfortunately, the p revious 
Minister did not heed their advice in t his m atter. The 
consequence is that corporate acq uisitions have 
increased significantly over the past four years; 24,000 
acres were p u rchased by nonfarm corporations in 
1 978. Approximately 50,000 acres were acquired in 
1 979 and  1 980, respectively, by t hese same corpora
tions. But  in 1 981 , the year of the amendments that we 
passed in this Assem bly, M r. S peaker, 76, 000 acres 
were secured. 

M r. Speaker, much of this land ,  I might add,  is prime 
agricultu ral land .  While nonfarm corporations may 



have enjoyed a heyday in recent years. let me assure 
you and all members here that those days are over. 
This sou rce of speculative pressure on farmlan d  will 
be removed. 

In addition to being effective, I believe that our legis
lation is reason able. As I have indicated, all M anito
bans without restriction will be able to pu rchase land 
in t he province. The Farm Lands Ownership Board 
will also be authorized to g rant exemptions to various 
g ro u ps of prospective buyers. H utterite colonies, for 
example, will be exempted from any restrictions 
because they are a corporate entity in the way their 
structure goes. Similarly, nonresidents of Manitoba, 
including Canadians and nonCanadians, will be 
exempt on condition that they com mit themselves to 
take up residency here. 

I wish to emphasize t hat, as a govern ment, we s u p
port and  encourage individuals from other p rovinces 
in Canada and from other cou ntries, to take up resid
ency in M anitoba and become part of o u r  farm and 
ru ral commu nity. Those who plan to do so will have no 
difficulty with this legislation .  

Finally, M r. Speaker, I believe that Bill 54, a bill t o  
enact T he F a r m  Lands Ownership A c t  i s  fair. While 
nonfarm corporations and nonresidents of Manitoba 
will not be allowed in the future to increase t heir 
aggregate holdings above the 1 0-acre limit, they will 
be permitted to retain their existing holdings. We are 
saying,  in effect, that the rules governing lan d  p u r
chases will be changed. Those who secured land in 
the past. through other rules and  other laws which 
were in force, will not be penalized for taking advan
tage of those rules and adhering to them. 

Furthermore, it should be o bserved that a special 
exemption will be extended to retired farmers; that is, 
individuals who h ave farmed in Manitoba for 1 0  years 
or  more who take up residency elsewhere. My feelin g  
i s  that these individuals h ave p rovided a valuable con
tribution to agriculture and to society in general. 
Thus,  u pon retiring from farming ,  t hey will be allowed 
to maintain their h oldings even if they take up resid
ency in another p rovince or another country. 

As I stated earlier, Mr .  S peaker, I am certainly 
pleased to p resent t his bill to mem bers of the Assem
bly by restricting ,  M r. Speaker, absentee ownership of 
o u r  most precious material resource, n amely, farm
land.  I am confident that future p rice increases in land 
will be moderated; that the position of the owner
operator  will be strengthened; that the outflow of ren
tal payments from rural M anitoba will be substantially 
reduced. 

M r. S peaker, as well, I 'd like to point out to honour
able mem bers, last year in M ay when we debated 
amendments to the p revious Bill N o. 58, an Act with 
many proposed amend ments to The Agricultural 
Lands Protection Act, at that time I made a statement, 
recorded in Hansard, t hat no  matter how many 
amendments the Minister would bring into this House, 
it would never control foreign and non resident 
ownerships. We h ave said that the only way to have 
effective legislation was to move to the basis of resi
dent Manitoba ownership. We mentioned that many 
Canadian corporations were being set u p  legally to 
circumvent the present legislation. We made the plea 
for strong farmlands p rotection legislation in M ani
toba to decrease absentee ownership, particularly 

from these investor corporations. We've had some 
opportunity to assess the actual situ ation from a 
review of the Agricultural Lands Protection Board 
records and with the advice of legal counsel. M r. 
S peaker, the advice from legal cou nsel to us was t hat 
if we were to provide an effective piece of legislation.  
we should start all over again and rewrite the Act. 
That's what we have done. 

The first point to be covered was to have an Act t hat 
would be constitutionally soun d .  Mr .  Speaker, in the 
opinion of many distinguished lawyers, the previous 
Statute, and coming from a Conservative Administra
tion ,  would not likely have stood up to a constitutional 
challenge. It was u nconstitutional, M r. S peaker, in the 
eyes of m any legal people. Mr. Speaker, I want to point 
out to the honourable members of this Chamber on 
the advice that I have received - I 've checked with legal 
cou nsel - p rovinces u nder The BNA Act have no 
auth ority to reg ulate rights of nonresidents of  Can
ada. But  u nder the BNA, matters relating to naturaliza
tion and aliens falls u n der federal j u risdiction. 

The Federal Govern ment have extended to p rovin
ces the right  to restrict acquisition of p roperty by 
nonresidents u nder Section 33 of The Citizenship Act. 
Su b-sections 33(2) and 33(6) were p roclaimed in 
force in Manitoba on  J a n u ary 4th ,  1 980. H owever, in 
contrast to Alberta legislation,  t he powers to regulate 
foreign acquisitions  were never incorporated into The 
Agricultural Lands Protection Act as regulations. I am 
advised that the Act would have had to be completely 
redrafted to accom modate t hese regulations. 

I n  fact, M r. S peaker, I want to point out to the hon
ourable members that in Section 2 of the Alberta legi
sation. they have followed that advice. contrary to the 
previous administration here. Here I q u ote Section 
2: "Su bject to Section 3, the Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council may make regulations within the Legislative 
Authority of the province and complementary to any 
regu l ations that he makes p u rsuant to Section 33 of 
The Citizenship Act, Canada, for the p u rpose of pro
hibiting ,  a n n ulling ,  or  in any manner restricting or 
taking or acq uisition directly or  indirectly or any suc
cession to any interest in controlled land."  
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M r. S peaker, had t he previous administration fol
lowed that advice and placed those amendments in 
their legislation, that Act would have been and could 
have been constitutionally sou n d .  Mr .  Speaker, t hey 
did not even pass a piece of legislation that would 
have withstood a constitutional test. 

M r. Speaker, I want to go on to our  legislation which 
I said was modeled on  the legislation of Prince 
Edward I sland,  Quebec, and Saskatchewan .  I n  fact, I 
want to q u ote to honoura ble mem bers a S u p reme 
Court ruling of a 1 975 challenge of the Prince Edward 
I sland legislation, Morgan versus the Province of PEI . 
I will q u ote fro m ,  I believe it's Page 8 of the federal 
ruling ,  one paragraph that was written by t he learned 
justices on  this matter: "I do  not ag ree with this char
acterization and I do n ot t hink it is supportable either 
in p rinciple or  u n der any case law. No one is p re
vented by Prince Edward I sland legislation from enter
ing the province and from taking up residence there. 
A bsentee ownership of land in the province is a m atter 
of legitimate provincial concern.  I n  the case of Prince 
Edward I sland,  history adds force to this aspect of its 
authority over its territory." That was the S u p reme 
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Court ruling ,  M r. Speaker. We h ave basically modeled 
and followed o u r  legislation on ,  not only the rulin gs of 
legislation ,  but  in fact the policies which we advo
cated and stood and p roclaimed to the people of the 
Province of Manitoba. 

So, M r. Speaker, my view t hen is that t he legislative 
measu res outlined in Bill No .  54 will contribute sig nif
icantly to the p reservation and  strengthening of the 
family farm, to the develop ment of the agricultural 
industry and  to the establis h ment of strong viable 
rural c o m m unities. M r. S peaker, I look forward to the 
debate on  this bill. 

Thank you. 

MR. ACTING D EPUTY SPEAKER, H. Harapiak: The 
Honoura ble Member for Lakeside. 

M R .  H. ENNS: Mr. S peaker, I move, seconded by the 
H o n o u ra ble M e m ber for M orris, t h at debate be 
adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Govern ment 
House Leader. 

HON. R. PENNER: M r. Speaker, would you call the 
Adjourned Debate, Second Reading,  Bill No. 2 1 ?  

A DJ O U R N E D  D EBATES O N  

SECOND READI N G  

PUBLIC BILLS 

BILL NO. 21 - THE C O M M U NITY C H I L D  

D A Y  CARE STANDARDS ACT 

MR. ACTING D EPUTY SPEAKER: On the proposed 
motion of Honou rable Minister of C o m m u nity Servi
ces, Bill No. 2 1 ,  The C o m m u nity C hild Day Care Stan
dards Act, standing in the name of T he Honoura ble 
Member for T u rtle M o untain .  

The Honourable Member for  Turtle M o untain .  

MR. B.  RANSOM: Thank you, Mr .  S peaker. My com
ments will be relatively b rief on this bill, M r. S peaker. 
I've noted in the debates that have taken place on this 
bill and comments from the members on the govern
ment side that somehow there seemed to be a feelin g  
that t h e  concept o f  day care a n d  t h e  need f o r  day care 
was not generally accepted by both parties, or by all 
members of the H ouse. Mr. Speaker, I should t hink 
that would have been well established by this time 
and, indeed, that the need for d ay care is n o  longer a 
debatable issue. T hat has been demonstrated, of 
course, by the record of o u r  government d u ring the 
fou r  years that we were in govern ment and the extent 
that funding was increased for day care d u ring t hat 
period of time. So this is not an area that is simply in 
the p urview of the New Democratic Party G overnment. 

In  t his day and age of g reater participation of 
women in the work force, hence leading to working 
mothers, we fin d  that there is a requirement for day 
care t hat is g rowing at a rate even beyo n d  t hat which 
the su pply of day care space is being expanded. I 
quote some information from t he b rief which was just 
p resented by the Conference of M anitoba and 

Nort hwestern O ntario, U nited C h u rch  of  Canada 
where they said that in 1 975 there were 562,000 chil
d ren u nder t he age of six with mothers in t he labour 
force; by 1 980, t his n u m ber had risen to 760,000 child
ren. D urin g  that same period of time, in 1 975, the 
difference between the spaces provided and the 
requirement was 492,000 and in 1 980, the difference 
was 650,000-and-some. 

So d u ring that period of time, the requirement for 
day care has increased beyo n d  the expansion of the 
n u m ber of places even t h o u g h  there h ave been su b
stantially more funds go into this area. Clearly, t he 
g reat need is to try and accommodate t he real 
requirements that people h ave. To me, that would 
seem to be the first requirement, M r. S peaker, that we 
have to try and meet those demands. 

T here is also though a need for some satisfactory 
standards to be met a n d ,  of course, t hat is what the 
government is attempting to do by introducing this 
bill. But as some of my colleagues have said, this bill 
really does not tell us very much about what their 
intentions are with respect to stan dards of day care. 
We had been led to believe, of course, that when the 
bill was intro d u ced we would know t hen what the 
government's attitude was towards stand ards; exactly 
how they would implement the standards; what i mpact 
they might h ave on  existing day care operations and 
what the costs might be,  that sort of  thing.  

M r. S peaker, because that isn ' t  in the bill now, all we 
have is a bill that is going to enable the g overn ment to 
go ahead and do things behin d  closed doors, if t hey 
wish .  If they wish to do it openly, that option is open to 
t hem too, M r. S peaker, but  they can go ahead and do it 
behin d  closed doors. T here is no indication of what 
t hose regulations actually will be and  my concern 
would be, what is going to happen to the existing 
organizations, the existing volunteers that are involved 
in providing day care now. 
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T here is a very real danger when we see the actions 
taken by this government o pposite with respect to the 
provision of securiiy services, fo r instance, where the 
action of the government was to take people into the 
government, to hire civil servants to do it and thereby 
i ncrease the costs substantially. T here was an Order 
for Return just filed in the past few days, Mr .  S peaker, 
which indicates the tremendous increase in the cost 
to the government as a consequence of hiring -
( Interjection ) - yes, a cost, I said a cost to the 
govern ment, Mr .  Speaker. Actually, of course, that's a 
cost to the people and  not to the g overn ment, but  
t hat's an i ndication of  what we can  expect from t his 
govern ment. 

So I would be concerned, i n  the establish ment of 
their regulations and their standards, that they are 
going to move to create a h u ge b u reaucracy; t hat they 
are going to take what is acknowledged to be an 
i mportan t  area that has been handled to the extent 
that it's been handled very well by the existing people 
who have been involved. I can see that this govern
ment will be m oving to t u rn this into essentially a Civil 
Service function and  that they will be replacin g ,  in 
some cases, volunteers with civil servants. 

M r. S peaker, I can o nly u rge t he Minister and the 
government that they resist that tem ptation, because 
we keep hearing com ments to the effect that day care 
is being provided on  the backs of those people who 

t
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are now working in day care; an indication in some 
cases t hat standards will be such that they'll require 
hig hly educated people, perhaps even people that 
would want to u nionize and  deal more effectively with 
their employers in this way. No d o u bt,  the costs will 
g reatly increase as a consequence. 

At a time. M r. Speaker. that the demand appears to 
be outstripping the supply, it would seem to me to be 
prudent to concentrate on meetin g  the demand and 
not do  a nything that is going to cause excessive and 
unnecessary increases in the  costs, because the  gov
ernment is t hen going to be faced, not only with meet
ing  the increasing demand,  but they are going to have 
to meet higher costs at the same time. I k now that the 
Minister of Com m unity Services, despite the stated 
intentions of his g overn ment, is going to have trouble 
getting funds for his department. He is going to have 
trou ble getting funds for this area specifically, even 
t h o u g h  t here h ave been statements m ade that  
acknowledge t he requirement for  g reater funding.  

Mr .  S peaker, I think one other t hing that I would like 
to stress to the Minister - an d  t his is within his capacity 
to do,  he can do it on his own; I don't think he would 
even need to consult with his colleag ues - is that 
before he passes the regulations  which will be law, he 
should m ake certain that t he p u blic has an opportu
nity to h ave input into t hose regulations, that t here is 
an o p portunity for widespread discussions. I hope, 
M r. S peaker, that when the Minister closes debate on 
this issue that he will give the assurance to the House 
that is what he will do; that he will not simply pass 
regulations on t he basis of one or two closed-door 
discussions with some of his favorite advisory g rou ps. 
but  that he will have open discussion and a chance for 
the p ublic to see what he's passing.  

Mr .  S peaker, there is one other item that I would 
also like to mention here, is that the mem bers oppo
site have h ad a g reat, I would go so far are to say, 
hangup  about t he provision of day care by the private 
sector. T his is something that I find rather c u rious that 
at the same time as they are talking about implement
ing standards with which I agree about the necessity 
for standards, even though we have raised some con
cerns about how t hey're done. Standards should 
surely be the main concern, Mr .  S peaker. What does it 
matter if the standards are being met whether the care 
is being provided by the private sector. by the state or  
by n o n p rofit voluntary organizations? The responsi
bility of the G overnment should be to deal with the 
standards and  see that t hose standards are met wher
ever the care is provided. 

So. Mr. S peaker, I would hope t hat in approaching 
the issue t he G overnment doesn't limit the availability 
of day care t h rough injecting some sort of ideological 
concern that they h ave into t he overall issue. Look at 
the req uirement t here is for day care; set the stan
dards openly; provide t he funding t hat is necessary 
and don't be concerned so m uch with where the care 
is provided. 

Thank you. Mr. Speaker. 

MR. ACTING D EPUTY SPEAKER: The Member for 
St. N orbert. 

MR. G. M E R C I E R: M r. S peaker, I move. seconded by 
the Mem ber for Pem bina, that debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  ACTING D EPUTY SPEAKE R :  The Honou rable 
Acting Govern ment House Leader. 

HON. S. USKIW: Yes, would you call Bill No. 27.  
please? 

M R .  ACTING D EPUTY SPEAKER: On the proposed 
motion by t he Honourable Attorney-General, Bill No.  
27. A n  Act to amend The S u m m ary Convictions Act. 
(Stand ) .  

T h e  Acting Government House Leader. 

HON. S. USKIW: Yes, would you call Bill No. 33, M r. 
S peaker? 

B I LL N O .  33 - A N  ACT TO A M E N D  AN ACT 

R ESPECT I N G  THE ASSESSMENT 

O F  PROPERTY 

FOR TAXAT I O N  IN M U N I CI PALITIES 

I N  1 981 A N D 1 982 

MR. ACTING D E PUTY SPEAKER: On the proposed 
motion of the Honourable Member for Ste. R ose, A n  
Act to amend an Act respecting t h e  Assessment o f  
Property f o r  Taxation in M u nicipalities in 1 981  and  
1 982. 

The Member for Swan River. 

M R .  D. GOURLAY: Thank you ,  Mr. Deputy S peaker. I 
appreciate t he opport unity to make a few com ments 
with respect to Bill No.  33 and, to say the least, I am 
concerned about this bill particularly i n  i ts  main 
thrust, the indefinite time frame for the extension of  
the assessment freeze. In my opinion ,  t he freeze 
should be no longer than absolutely necessary and no 
way should we be extending i t  beyon d  the  end of 1 983. 
T his would be i n  keeping with the Assessment Review 
Com mittee's recom mendations. 
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I would j ust like to refer to page 81 of the " Fair Way 
to S hare ,"  a s u m mary report of the M anitoba Assess
ment Review Com mittee. The Assessment Review 
Committee recommended two alternatives for the 
i mplementation of t heir recommendations. Alterna
tive No. 1 suggested that it would require a continu a
tion of the freeze u ntil December 3 1 ,  1 987. H owever, 
the Com mittee did not feel that they could recom
mend or  suggest that we proceed with alternative No.  
1 and they recommended alternative No .  2 .  which 
would mean the freeze be extended to December 3 1 , 
1 983. 

As everyone knows, I'm sure, the Assessment Review 
Com mittee was appointed in J uly of 1 977 and  the 
C o m mittee c o n d u cted very extensive meeti n g s  
t h ro u g h out t he province. T hey m e t  with all o f  t h e  
m u nicipalities on  o n e  or  more occasions. They also 
met with many individuals and  several organizations 
that were interested in making presentations to the 
Assessment Review Com mittee. The final report was 
presented to t he Minister some three months ago. To 
say the least, I h ave been astonished at the lackadaisi
cal approach by the Minister in dealing with the report 
and its recommendations.  I think it is fair to say t hat 
the Assessment Review Com mittee was appointed by 
the previous administration and if the present M i nister 



is not happy with the recom mendations that Comm it
tee h as bro u g ht forth ,  t he M i n i ster should either scrap 
i t  or  get on with whatever the government feels that it 
can live with  or support. 

The M u n i c i pal Advisory Committee, which is made 
up of representatives from the U nion of Man itoba 
M u n i c i palities, representatives from the M a n itoba 
Associat ion of U rban M un i c ipalities and also repres
entat ion from the M u n ic i pal Secretary-Treasu rers' 
Associat i o n ,  have offered t he M i n ister assistance i n  
coming t o  some posit ion with respect to i m plementa
tion of the recommendations in the Committee's 
report. Personally, I do not see anyt h i n g  wro n g  with  
the M i n i ster's suggestion that an all-party legislative 
committee be established,  but t h is should be done 
and t h is C o m m i ttee should be ready to do the ir  work 
as soon as the cu rrent Session is f i n ished. 

The 1 980 legislat i o n  or, as i t  was referred to, B ill No. 
1 00, F reez i n g  M un i c i pal Assessments for the Year 
1 981 and 1 982, was u ndertaken only after m u c h  con
s iderat ion .  I know that I had, as M i n i ster of M u ni c ipal 
Affairs at the t i me, g iven very serious consi deration to 
whether or  not we could really h ave the assessments 
frozen for th is  period of t i me. I know that t here was 
much consideration g iven by caucus before the go 
ahead was g iven to p roceed with  B i ll No.  1 00 back i n  
1 980. 

I t h i nk that we m ust n ot lose s i g ht of the fact that the 
freeze is compoun d i n g  the m any i nequ i t ies that exist 
i n  property assessments throug hout  the p rovince and 
also in  the C ity of  W i n n i peg and every day adds  to th is  
problem. T he bill, as pr inted, could allow the M i nister 
to d i llydally at h i s  convenience like he has done today. 
We m ust n ot u n d uly delay the freeze already i n  place 
and by pass i n g  a b i ll that freezes assessment i n defi
n itely at t h is point  i n  t i me, i n  my o p i n i o n ,  i s  neither 
necessary nor  acceptable. 

M r. S peaker, the m a i n  t hrust of the b ill, of course, i s  
to freeze t he assessments i n  the prov i n ce i n defi n itely 
and,  as I h ave ment ioned,  there's no way that I can 
accept th is  bill. 

T hank you, M r. S peaker. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T he H o n o u rable Mem ber for St.  
N orbert. 

M R .  G. M E R C I E R :  M r .  S peaker, I beg to move, 
secon ded by t he Mem ber for Pem b i na, that debate be 
adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  SPEAKER: T he Honourable Act ing  G overnment 
House Leader. 

HON. S. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, would you call B ill No.  
42? 

B I LL N O .  42 - THE E D UCATIO N  

A D M I N I STRATI O N  ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed motion of the Hon
ourable M i n ister of  Educat ion ,  B ill No.  42, stand ing  in  
the name of the Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 

T he Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 

M R .  R. BANMAN: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. T h is bill 
affords me an o p port u n ity to express a few concerns 
t hat I have with t h is type of legislation .  I appreciate 
that t h is b ill h as been brought  in for a d m i n istrative 
convenience so that the colleges, u n iversities and 
other i n structional i nstitut ions can receive a payment 
d i rectly from the government without the govern ment 
hav ing  to issue a cheq ue to the i nd i v i du al who is 
receiv ing a bursary. 

H owever, Mr. S peaker, o ne of the problems that I 
believe we've had i n  society over t he last little while is 
these automatic sort of c heckoffs where t he i n d iv idual  
never gets to see the monies t hat he or she is  receiv
i n g ,  or in many cases g iv i n g  u p .  It h as been expressed 
by my colleag ue,  the Member for Lakesi de, on a 
n u m ber of occasions and I ' d  just like to repeat some of 
t hose concerns and  that is when one takes a posit ion 
l ike th is ,  we really do take some of the responsib i lity 
away from the i n d iv idual to look after his or  her f inan
c ial affairs. 

A n  area, w h i c h  of course is close to all of us,  is the 
automat ic deduct ions t hat take place from the wage 
earner on a f ixed i n come when he or  she receives the 
c heque at the end of the month or a bi-monthly 
cheque, t he i ncome tax is taken off, the unemploy
ment is taken off and  t he Canada Pens ion is taken off, 
all the deduct ions are m ade, and  t he person then 
receives a c heq ue which represents the net f igure for 
h is or her labours. 

The p roblem with  t hat, M r. S peaker, i s  that many 
people never bother to look at the kind of deduct ions 
t hat have been taken. I t  has been suggested, and  I 
t h i nk it m ight  be a very good suggest ion ,  for the 
governments at all levels to at one t i me say to the 
employers and  to people who are o n  a f ixed salary, 
that what we're g o i n g  to do for three months is we will 
not make any i ncome tax deductions, or  u nemploy
ment deductions, or Canada Pens ion deduct ions,  and 
we wil l  after t h ree months,  b i l l  you for those. I s u ggest 
to you, Mr. Speaker, that would heighten the i nterest 
a n d  heighten the concern by the average c i tizen of 
where h is  or her tax dollar was bei n g  spent, because 
what it would really do is  to d rive home the po int  that 
u ne m ployment was costin g  them somet h i ng - the 
U nemployment I nsurance - t he Canada Pension was 
cost i n g  them somet h i n g ,  and i t  would really dr ive the 
po int  home to what extent i n come tax was bit ing into 
the ir  pockets. I t h i nk i t  would make them a l ittle m o re 
responsible to ensu re t hat govern ment m ismanage
ment and government waste was checked up on .  

3366 

N ow, I realize that is a type of approach that would 
be v i rtually i m possi ble to take because governments, 
of cou rse, would run out of money very q u i ckly, and I 
suggest that t hey would h ave an horrendous t i me 
t ry ing  to collect after people had already gone out and  
i n  very many i n stances spent that money. But  i t  would, 
M r. S peaker, d rive home t he point  t hat noth i n g  really 
i n  th is  society that govern ments do ,  is free and i t  
would really make the point  that  we are all payin g  a 
very large share of o u r  i ncome to d ifferent govern
ment services, govern ment agencies, and i n  many 
i n stances, as I have poi nted out ,  people don't realize 
to what extent it's really affect i n g  t hem because they 
never see the money, and i t  never passes thro u g h  their  
hands. T h is is precisely my concern a bout th is  bill. 

I t h i nk I know why the M i n ister is bri n g i n g  i t  i n .  I 



t hin k ,  as I mentioned earlier, the instructional institu
tions as well  as the col leges and u niversities, are 
happy to see this, because if there is an individual  who 
does receive a bu rsary and he or she doesn't pay t hat 
im mediately to the u niversity or to the institution, that 
wil l  t hen mean that they wil l  have to go after this 
person and try and col lect it. 

I suggest to you .  Mr .  S peaker, t hat these individuals 
who receive this money, part  of their education is 
learning how to handle funds and if at this early stage 
in their life they are having difficu lties in reconciling 
the b u rsary which h as been paid to them and the 
payment thereof to the person that they're supposed 
to pay it to or that institution they're s u pposed to pay it 
to, I suggest that maybe this is the point in time where 
there shou ld  learn a lesson with regard to what is 
entailed when you don't pay you r  debts. 

On the other side of it, it is also, I believe, an oppor
tu nity for them to real ly see p hysical ly, to actua l ly  see 
that cheque and realize what the Manitoba taxpayer is 
puttin g  out for them. When it becomes a computer 
transfer, it becomes so a bstract that n obody real ly  
u nderstands or  really appreciates the amou nts that 
are involved. It j ust becomes a credit or a debit on you r 
tuition or whatever. 

So I say to the Minister I realize that it's sort of a 
housekeeping thing,  and it's an administrative thing,  
but  I think we're s l iding into that with too many things 
where we h ave automatic checkoffs where the indi
vidual  real ly doesn't have control and the responsibil
ity to look after ii. I don't think,  in the final analysis, 
that helps strengthen the system at a l l .  

So,  M r. S peaker, having  said those few words, I 
want to say that I 'm g lad t he bi l l  has afforded me t he 
opportu nity to make those few remarks and  we'l l  see 
what happens in Com mittee with regard to the bi l l .  

MR. S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b le M e m be r  for  
Roblin-Russel l .  

M R .  W. McKENZIE:  I move, seconded by the Hon
o u rable Member for  Swan River, Mr .  Speaker, t hat 
debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  SPEAKER: T he Honourable Acting G overnment 
House Leader. 

HON. S. USKIW: Bil l 43, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: On the p roposed motion of the Hon
ourable Minister of  Education, Bil l N o. 43,  standing in 
the n ame of the Honourable Member for Stu rgeon 
Creek. ( Stand) 

MR. SPEAKER: The Acting G overn ment House 
Leader. 

HON. S. USKIW: Mr. S peaker, woul d  you call the 
adjourned debate on the resol ution ,  page 6? 

MR. SPEAKER: On the adjou rned debate on  the reso
l ution and  the proposed amendment thereto by the 
Leader of the O pposition. 

The Honou rable Minister of Agricu l ture. 

17 June, 1982 

RESOLUTION - CROW RATE 

HON. B.  U R U S K I :  M r. S peaker, I want to say I cer
tain ly h ave enjoyed taking part in this debate. I have a 
n u m ber of points that I have not made with respect to 
the resolution that's been p roposed by the Leader of 
the O pposition.  I've certain ly  made my points with 
respect to what I thought of the resolution and the 
Conservative Party's amend ment. 

I wish to p lace on  the record as wel l ,  a n u m ber of 
what I believe are myths, if one can put it that way, t hat 
exist with respect to the C row rate in terms of the 
argu ments that have been and are being made and I 'm 
s u re wil l  be made in the next n u m ber of weeks and 
months as the p ressure conti nues to do away with t he 
statutory p rovisions  a n d  p rotection for western 
farmers. 

M r. S peaker, I mentioned to the h o n o u rab le  
mem bers the other  d ay, I was s u rprised in t his resolu
tion that t he Wheat Board has a l ready achieved and 
surpassed targets of transporting  g rain to o u r  sea
ports and  we did n't hear anything from the honour
able members opposite. The only thing that we've 
heard from honoura ble members is when there is 
some dispute, so they can pit a p roducer  against 
worker in terms of the negotiations at ports and the 
like, but they didn't commend the Wheat Board and 
the transportation system for a l ready achieving the 
historical limit and pass the historical record of g rain 
shipments to the ports. In fact we wil l  exceed t hat with 
approximately seven weeks to go, substantially. 

M r. Speaker, as wel l  we h aven't heard from the 
O pposition - t he group that was favou ring  embargoes 
to the Soviet U nion - and I want to say here today I am 
very p leased and I want to congratu late the Canadian 
W heat Board and the G overnment of Canada for neg
otiating what appears to be, I believe, one of t he larg
est g rain sales in history to the USSR. I say on  a 
personal  side, I hope that t he use of em bargoes 
doesn't stan d  in the way of those shipments of g rain as 
were advocated by mem bers on  my right  side when
ever they supported t heir govern ment in Ottawa with 
respect to the em bargoes. Farmers of M anitoba and 
farmers of Western Canada sorely need cash f low and 
incomes at reasonable prices, and  these g rain sales I 
hope wil l add and assist farmers in moving t he g rain 
that they've got. 
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So, M r. S peaker, while I haven't hit the point that I 
wanted to make with respect to the myths,  we haven't 
heard from the Conservatives in this House at a time at 
least ack nowledging that t he system is capable of 
performing ,  p rovided the railways address themselves 
to the issue of movement, because they h aven't. We a l l  
know that t hey've held the  farmers u p  to ransom over 
the last n u m ber of years - and I don't  want to use t hat 
word and  take away from the Member for Turtle 
Mou ntain - but the fact of the matter is they've held the 
farmers of Western Canada with a gun to their head, 
M r. S peaker, in effect. M r. S peaker, we h ave as a 
p u b l i c  in Canada poured in h u n d reds of mil lions of 
do l lars in assistance to t he railways when it was their 
obligation to provide transportation ,  and it was their 
ob l igation u nder the p resent statute to do so and t hey 
neglected to do so. So now we want to say well, let's 
forget about the statute, let's go o n ,  let's let the rail
ways off the hook and let's change the C row rate, let's 
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have the farmers pay more. M r. Speaker. because 
basically that is the Tory resolution. It becomes so 
wishy-washy, Mr. S peaker; ihat is basically the Tory 
resolution .  

Mr .  S peaker. what are t h e  myths behind t h e  C row 
rate? That the Crow rate is an obstacle to increase 
main line capacity in the western rail system. T hat h as 
been primarily one of the keys of the Ministers. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  O rd e r  please. T h e  H o n o u ra ble 
Member for Pem bina on a point of order. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: M r. S peaker, I wonder if the Hon
ourable Minister could identify the docu ment that  he's 
q u oting from and refer it to the House as to who 
printed it and where it came from. 

HON. B. U R U S K I :  M r. S peaker. we have some of 
these on  our own. but I will quote from the document, 
and the member I'm sure has a copy of it. The docu
ment was pu blished by the G overnment of Saskat
chewan. -( Interjectio n ) - Yes. 

M R .  D .  O R C H A R D :  W h i c h  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
Saskatchewan? 

HON. B.  URUSKI:  Well, certainly not the new G over
ment of Saskatchewan. The former G overn ment of 
Saskatchewan was the G overnment of the Day on 
dealing with the C row issue, Mr .  S peaker, p u blished 
by the authority of Gordon MacMu rchy, the Minister 
of Agriculture in the former N O P  G overn ment of Sas
katchewan; t hat's whose docu ment 

MR. B. RANSOM: Has gone to its j ust reward. 

HON. B.  U R U S K I :  M r. S peaker, the Honou rable 
Member for T u rtle M o untain. You know, I g uess from 
time to time t hat will h appen to all of us, whether it 
happens with the electoral process or by some other 
means. In  fact. M r. S peaker, and I don't  say this lightly, 
some of o u r  members today of course on a sad note 
are attending the funeral of one of our colleagues and 
we all will eventually day by day reach that stage, as I 
said, whet her it be through the electoral process 
because as days go by we all get older. We all get older 
every day of the year no  matter how we address it. 

So, M r. S peaker, I spoke about the Crow rate as 
being the obstacle to increase m ain line capacity in 
the western rail system. Primarily the essence of the 
speech m ade by the Leader of the Opposition when he 
moved the amendment because he  wanted to talk. he 
talked about the totality of the system and basically 
that's what he was saying t hat look, in order for us to 
have a more expanded system,  we've got to get rid of 
the C row. We have to get rid of the C row because we 
want to expand the system.  even though the figures 
t hat are produced by the railways themselves point 
out that increased capacity will be required to the 
West Coast, which virtually none of our  grain with the 
exception of oil seeds, none of our  Board g rains, Mr. 
S peaker, move to the West Coast, and virtually no 
benefits or  very minute benefits will accrue in terms of 
increased jobs and increased expansion of agricultu
ral p roducts or expansion in agricultu re, very little will 
accrue to the people of Manitoba. His statement say-

ing  that yes. get rid of the Crow in effect; that is how I 
interpret his statements. M r. Speaker. I have said that 
is, in my opinion. the essence of the Leader of the 
Opposition's th rust. -( Interjection ) - Well of cou rse. 
M r. Speaker. when you say it. 

So, M r. Speaker. even though we know t hat the 
percentage of g rain moved on the m ain line to the 
West Coast will be decreasing over the years - in fact, 
every year from now on u ntil the t u rn of the century 
the percentage of g rain as it relates to the total load 
h aul  will decrease, decrease and decrease. So the 
fallacy of  the argu ment that the C row is  an obstacle to 
the increased main line capacity on  our western rail 
system is really a myth ,  M r. S peaker. T hat capacity 
would have to be there regardless of whether we 
shipped an additional bushel of g rain or not. In fact, if 
the farmers of Western Canada did not ship any more 
g rain to the West Coast, we would still h ave to build 
t hat increased capacity in the m ain line. 

M r. S peaker, when would we h ave to build it? It 
depends on  what p riorities the railway system put on 
the commodities that t hey h aul. The fact of the matter 
is that's been the argu ment all alon g  that they have 
refused to m ove the g rain; they h ave refused to 
u pg rade boxcars; they h ave refused to u p g rade branch 
lines; they have refused to buy locomotives u nless 
there was money poured in from the p u blic treasury. 
So we have pou red in as a n ation money into branch 
lines. into hopper cars.  into locomotives, Mr .  S peaker. 
We h ave done all these things and the railways say 
that isn't enough,  we want more. 

M r. S peaker, what we have said is that if we are to 
put  more money into the railway capacity, we should 
take a share i n  that system based on the monies that 
we p ut in. - ( I nterjection ) - M r. S peaker, we really 
effectively don't own one, M r. S peaker, in the way that 
railway is being operated; but  we have given in 
exchange to the private rail basically all that they own 
today and it has become the largest conglomerate in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
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Mr.  Speaker, as far as we are concerned and we 
have said th is before, it is the responsibility of the 
railways to carry g rain at the rates set by the Parlia
ment of Canada. It is the responsibility of the Federal 
Govern ment to see that the railways live up to their 
obligation. T hey have not done t hat. N ow we are p re
pared to put  it on the table and renegotiate it. 

Mr .  S peaker, I believe that the G overnment of Can
ada could tell them, you are not haulin g  the g rain ,  give 
up your Charter. You are losing money, give up your 
Charter. J ust as simple as t hat, M r. S peaker. -
( Interjection) - Then we do take c harge of the money 
that we have put  into t hose railways. finance them,  do  
what is  necessary and  make them a true p ublic utility 
f o r  t h e  p e o ple of t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  M r . S p eaker .  
-(Interjectio n ) - No,  you  don ' t  have to expropriate 
them. 

T hey have not, M r. Speaker. lived u p  to their  obliga
tions .  We have put in money into the railways and we 
have not got anything out for it, M r. S peaker. -
( Interjectio n ) - Have we taken any equity in the 
railways for t h e  m o nies we h ave p u t  i n ?  T here 
was an obligation for the railways to m ove o u r  
g rain ,  M r. S peaker. T here was an o bligation. We 
gave them g rants; we gave them millions of acres 
of land ;  we g ave t h e m  millions of d ollars. M r . 
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Speaker. - ( l nterject ion ) -
The Member for Pem bina says, aw, come o n .  Wel l ,  

M r. S peaker, that's been t h e  argument - let's forget 
about that agreement - that's basical ly been the whole 
argu ment. Let's forget about h istory; let's forget about 
the agreements; let's start afresh; that is real ly  what 
the Conservatives are, M r. Speaker. T hey want to 
forget about everyth i n g  and let's put  a new system 
i nto p lace, Mr. Speaker. T hat is real ly  where the Con
servatives are. They want to su btly real ly  put  the i r  
friends,  the i r  voters and t he voters of  th is  province on  
the  l i ne. They are real ly  put t ing  them on the  l i ne, Mr .  
Speaker. They are putt ing them on  the l i ne because 
their  resol ut ion is about as wishy-washy as one can 
put it, so that no one -( Interject ion )- absolutely, M r. 
Speaker. 

I i ntend to vote against the Tory resolut ion .  I said 
that the fi rst t i me I got up to speak, Mr.  S peaker. The 
Leader of the O pposit ion asked me, am I g o i n g  to vote 
agai nst it? I i ntend to vote against th is  a mendment, 
Mr .  Speaker, absolutely. I do not i ntend ,  as a mem ber 
of this Assem bly, to put myself in a posit ion of being 
as wishy-washy and opposed, i f  I m ight  say, Mr. 
S peaker, because rea l ly  what you are d o i n g  is you are 
putt ing the farmers of Man i toba on  the l i ne by t h is. 
You real ly don't want to put  your money where your  
mouth is ,  M r. S peaker. Why d i dn't  you amend the 
resolut ion and say, let's put  the Crow on the table, let's 
negotiate i t  away, let the farmers pay more, but su btly 
you are say ing that,  Mr .  S peaker, in this resolut ion.  

We don't know whether the $600 m i l l i o n  that t he 
Federal G overn ment has put  i n  subsid ies now w i l l  
remain .  I s  that what we ca l l  the h i storic benefit, M r .  
Speaker? W e  don't know from t h e  Leader o f  the 
O p posit ion whether that is .  I mean ,  those words are so 
very n icely couched that they can be taken either way, 
depend i n g  on which s ide of the issue you want to be 
or wh ich  crowd you speak to, Mr .  Speaker. The Leader 
of the O pposit ion can get u p  in a crowd and say we 
said we want to protect t he h istorical benefits; but ,  M r. 
S peaker, that is the subtlety. 

What w i l l  h ap pen,  M r. Speaker, to that h istoric 
benefit when we are go ing  to be sh ipp ing  g ra in  and  
increas ing  the gra in supp l ies to 30 m i l l ion  tonnes? 
W i l l  that same benefit t hen be watered down amongst 
all the prod ucers? W i l l  that benefit then go to all p ro
d u cers i n  th is  cou ntry, Mr .  S peaker? W i l l  that benefit 
go to other than g ra in  producers, M r. S peaker, because 
the Member for Art h u r  certa in ly  supported that con
cept at least, a former M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture. I haven't 
heard the Leader of the O pposi t ion ,  what his posit ion 
is there. He maybe wants -( Interject ion ) - M r. 
Speaker, one of t hese days I w i l l  be back t here. There 
is no  doubt about it .  The Leader of the O pposit ion said 
to me, back to feedi n g  t u rkeys, Mr .  Speaker. I want to 
tel l h i m  yes, I w i l l  be back there someday. It may be 
sooner than I t h i nk, absol u tely,  M r. S peaker, but it 
certa in ly  won't be on  this issue. It certai n l y  w i l l  not be 
on th is  issue. -( Interject i o n ) - Mr.  S peaker, I can 
assure the Leader of the O pposit ion that I w i l l  be 
prepared to stand anywhere on  this issue. 

M r. S peaker, do the Conservatives bel ieve that the 
Crow rate is an u nfair transportation s u bsidy, because 
we're n ot s u re? I'm aski n g  them. I want to know, M r. 
Speaker, whether it 's an u nfair subsidy,  because it's 
in t imated -(Interject i o n ) - wel l ,  the Member for 

Pem bi n a  keeps say ing get serious.  I am very serious .  
The fact of  the m atter is th is amendment i s  t here on ly  
to try  and get  the Conservatives off the hook, M r. 
S peaker; the c h i ckens w i l l  come home to roost. The 
rates w i l l  not c hange over n i g ht and the Conservatives 
at least want to be on  record as at least say i n g  wel l ,  we 
supported it. 

What they supported, you know, it 's l ike mother
hood -( Interject ion)- very u nclear, very w ishy
washy. Anyone cou l d  support, but no one would know 
what you stand for, M r. S peaker. We all bel ieve i n  
m o t h e r h o o d ,  b u t  t h e  C o n se r v a t i ve s  rea l l y 
-( Interject ion)- Mr.  S peaker, we cont i nua l ly  in th is 
country and  we have and wi l l  continua l ly  subs id ize 
transportat ion in th is  cou ntry .  We do it for a i r l i nes, we 
do it for roads, we do it for rai lways i n  terms of pas
sengers, even though we cut t hem out and r; lose off 
l ines. We do it on the seaway, Mr .  Speaker. We do i n  a 
whole host of areas; but now the one area that we are 
cutt i n g  back on and  we want to say wel l ,  o u r  new 
p h i losophy is the user-pay pr inc i ple, real ly the Con
servative p h i l osophy. H ow can you arg ue? H ow can 
the Conservatives stan d  here when p h i l osophical ly  i t  
is and has been truly t he Conservative posit ion t hat 
the user-pay pr inc ip le sha l l  be the pol icy in transpor
tat ion m atters. 

Remem ber the bus fares, M r. S peaker? What about 
the bus fares in the C ity of W i n n i peg, M r. Speaker? Is 
that the new Tory p h i losophy? Let t he rates go ,  forget 
about the benefits to th is  country in terms of t he b i l
l ions of do l lars of revenue to th is  country based on the 
exports t hat the g ra in  sales bring to this cou ntry, the 
balance of payments, M r. S peaker, the jobs in t h is 
country. 

M r. S peaker, the Conservative Party is rea l ly  whet
ted. T hey don't want to a d m it it because it's very del i
cate. In  fact ,  their  members are sp l it ,  m aybe not here 
i n  the H ouse, but I venture to say that pol i t ica l ly  t hey 
have to be very carefu l .  
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I have to say real ly whether the Conservatives 
wou l d  have been i n  power i n  Ottawa or the L i berals 
m akes no d ifference at t h is point  in t i me, makes abso
l utely not one iota of d ifference in terms of what is 
hap peni n g  with respect to the statutory rates on 
C row, M r. S peaker, n ot a b i t .  In fact now the issue has 
warmed up that now we had the M . P  for L isgar i n d icat
i n g ,  the Member for Art h u r  i n d icat i n g  he's g l ad t hat 
now that t here's a rev is ion and  let's do - M r. S peaker, 
when t he announcement was m ade that G i lson was 
appoi nted, the same G i lson who was the one-man 
advisor to the Conservative Party i n  terms of agr icu l
t u ra l  pol icy, that's basical ly t he "b igness is g oodness" 
pol i cy, the Mem ber for A rt h u r  was very pleased that 
now the C row is on the table we cou ld  resolve some of 
the issues i n  terms of gett i n g  to h i s  preferences with 
respect to say ing let's -( Interjecti o n ) - Wel l ,  M r. 
Speaker, t hat is h i s  problem . The member isn't  here to 
defend h i mself; that is h is  p roblem. In fact, he rose i n  
th is  House a n d  said that I w i l l  consider withdrawing i t  
after the S peaker takes i t  u nder advisement. That's 
what the Mem ber for A rt h u r  said ,  and then u nder 
consultat ion from your leader, he backed off t hat 
posit ion. 

So, M r. S peaker, t he issue with respect to the C row 
rate. t hat mem ber - the former M i n ister of Agr icu l ture -
is on record as bei n g  very p leased that the rev is ion is  
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being made because he wanted to and he has said that 
the benefits of the Crow should be distributed to the 
entire agricultural commu nity; he h as said t hat, M r. 
S peaker. What does that mean? That means the s u b
sidies that are there today. Well, M r. S peaker, you 
check your mem ber's records in terms of t he radio 
statements that he made in B randon and the like. I 
heard him,  Mr .  S peaker. -{Interjection ) - O h ,  I would 
assume that members will rise in their place but, M r. 
Speaker, basically t he Conservative Party is and  
wants and  in fact is  very desirous that we get rid of the  
Crow rate. T hey don't want  to be on the  side at  least 
pu blicly; t hey want to make their position as fuzzy as 
they can and  that is the essence of t his amend ment, 
Mr .  Speaker, to deal with ensuring  that all M anitoba 
g rain produced can be transported to market. We 
did n't hear them plaudit the Wheat Board when 
they've already surpassed. No,  all they do is criticize, 
M r. Speaker. -(lnterjection ) -

M r. S peaker, t h e  sales are there. t he commitments 
are there and if the railways dedicated themselves to 
transporting the g rain as they are required to, which 
they haven't performed in the past,  the members say 
pay them t he money and they will perform.  That is 
nonsense, M r. S peaker; we h ave paid. We have paid 
thro u g h  t he nose to the railways and they haven't 
performed. That's really been the history of the rail
ways in t his cou n try. 

M r. S peaker, the other area is and has been touted 
by mem bers opposite, that if t he Crow rate goes, we 
will h ave an expansion i n  livestock production and 
secon dary processing and all kinds of g reat produc
tion .  B ot h  t he Liberals and the Conservatives have 
said this. M r. Speaker, that belies all the facts; that will 
n ot h appen.  The only time that increased p rodu ction 
will occur is if there are adequate returns to producers 
in the marketplace, Mr .  Speaker, and  no m arketing 
boards. 

T here we go,  M r. S peaker. Let's t hrow the produc
ers to the wolves as we have done so historically in t he 
cattle industry, in the hog industry, in all the indus
tries. Who is suffering in terms of incomes in agricul
ture today? It is not the industries who have -
{ Interjection ) - M r. S peaker, it is not the people who 
have t heir incomes g uaranteed on  the basis of being 
able to supply the market that is t here, not the fuzzy 
market t hat may or may n ot be. -(lnterjection ) -Well, 
M r. S peaker, n ot the fuzzy market? What have we had 
in terms of historical conditions  in terms of the lives
tock industry? 

There has been a market, M r. S peaker, at what price 
- ( Interjection) - at what price? So why will we say 
that there will be an increased livestock industry in 
t his country on the basis of getting rid of the C row 
rate? It has no basis, M r. S peaker, and that will not 
occur. It will occur, M r. Speaker. At least now, the 
mem bers of the Conservative Party are at the position 
that they admit that the market system doesn't work. 
Mr. S peaker, t hey at least now ad mit and they h ave to 
admit in t he last n u m ber of years that it didn't work. 

I mean, t he former Minister of Agricultu re was 
forced into bringing in and  p ropping up t he market for 
the hog industry and  they were going to be forced to 
do t he same thing for the beef industry. Maybe t hey 
would n't have, Mr .  Speaker, but  certainly with respect 
to t his resolution .  they are p u tt ing the farmers 

to the wolves. 

PRIVATE M E M BERS' H O U R  

M R .  SPEAKER: Order please. The time being 4:30 
and Private Mem bers' Hour, when we next reach this 
resolution .  it will stand i n  the name of the H o n o u rable 
Minister. 

The Honourable G overnment House Leader. 

COMMITTEE CHANGE 

HON. R .  PENNER: Yes,  M r. S peaker. Earlier today, I 
made an announcement about com mittee changes 
and as these things sometimes will, a previous change 
had not caught up with me or  I had n ot caug ht up with 
it and we would end up with one extra member on  the 
committee. I announced the replacement of the Minis
ter of Consumer Affairs by the Mem ber for lnkster and 
that will n o  longer be necessary or  wasn't  necessary 
then because the Minister of Consumer Affairs is not a 
mem ber of Law Amendments. I' m j ust correcting that 
on the record. 

M R .  SPEAKER: Thank you . On the adjourned debate 
on  the proposed motion of the Honourable Member 
for River East, Bill No. 35, standing in the n ame of the 
Honoura ble Member for Niakwa. (Stand) 

SECON D  READ I N G  - P R IVATE B I LLS 

B I LL N O .  24 - AN ACT 

TO G RANT ADDITIONAL 

POWERS TO F.G. H O L D I N G S  LTD. 

MR. D .  SCOTT presented Bill No.  24, A n  Act to G rant 
Additional Powers to F. G .  H oldings Ltd. ,  for  Second 
Reading.  

M OTION presented. 

M R .  SPEAKER: T he Honourable Member for lnkster. 
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M R .  D. SCOTT: Thank you, Mr .  S peaker. This m atter 
was brought before my attention a couple of m onths 
ago and I volu nteered to bring forward a bill to the 
Legislative Assembly to correct a problem or  to en
able t he F.G. Holdings Ltd. ,  which is the Fort G arry 
C u rling Club located at 51 Main Street, to enable them 
to make changes to their Act which will assist t hem in 
providing the basic services that the corporation is 
designed to provide, in other words, r u n  itself. 

What has happened since the corporation was first 
incorporated in 1 927 with an authorization of 600 
common shares at a par value of $25 each, t here have 
been issued approximately 435 com mon shares. T he 
p roblem facing the corporation today is that of the 435 
common shares outstanding,  there are more than 200 
held by persons whose whereabouts are not known. 
What we are attempting to do with this bill that is being 
brought  before us today is  to give them permission to  
amend t heir charter so that they will be able to meet 
their q u orum measu rements and therefore be able to 
hold meetings of the corporation. 

A n u m ber of shareholders have died and the admin
istration of their estates has obviously m ade no 
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attempt to transfer the shares to the heirs of the 
deceased shareholders. The difficulties and expenses 
i n  tracing through the estates of the various deceased 
shareholders to find t heir shares would be tremend
ous. The corporation has, over the years, m ade many 
efforts to try and locate the whereabouts of share
holders that they have n ot been able to get in touch 
with and have j ust found t h is i m possible. They are 
getting down to  the limit now where they won't even 
be able to hold a q uorum.  They won't even be able to 
dissolve themselves because of not being able to 
attract a sufficient n u m ber  of members or  find an 
additional n u m ber  of mem bers to their directors' 
meetings and their shareholders' meetings. 

Any further delay, M r. S peaker, in us actin g  on  this 
bill would only increase the problems faced by the 
corporation because, as time goes on, more members 
m ove or  more members die and fewer people will then 
be eligible or  available to come to the shareholders' 
meetings. - ( I nterjection ) - Primarily because of age, 
I would say. Mr.  Speaker, what we are providing for 
within this bill is for the corporation to levy an assess
ment against each of t he issued shares in the corpora
tion and to cancel any shares in respect of which the 
assessment is not paid. 

This would assist them in two p urposes. First off, 
those who h ave died or who have moved and are n ot 
interested in keeping u p  with the corporatio n ,  the 
actual n u m ber of - one could say, I g u ess - livin g  
shareholders or  interested shareholders could be 
identified ,  their records t h erefore u pdated. T h e  
amendments to this A c t  basically are the same ones 
that have been given for t hree other g olf and country 
clubs in the past: the Rossmere G olf and Country 
Clu b in 1 969, the Thistle C u rlin g  Clu b i n  1 978, and in 
1 980 the Charleswood C u rling Club.  So really we're 
j ust asking for a repetition of measures that have been 
taken i n  the past to get other com m unity organiza
tions ,  c u rling clu bs and golf clubs out of predica
ments in which they now find themselves. 

T here has been one section added to this bill which 
did not come i n  the previous bills, but  it gives the 
shareholders up to one year to come forward and 
identify t hat t hey do have a n  i nterest u p  to one year 
has passed, and if they may be reinstated as full 
shareholders with payment of the required assessment. 

With t h ose b rief n otes. M r .  S peaker ,  I w o u ld 
recommend to the H ouse t hat t his bill now g o  forward 
into committee so that we can pass it before the end of 
the Session .  

T h a n k  y o u ,  Mr .  Speaker. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra ble M e m be r  f o r  
Assiniboia. 

M R .  R. N O R D MAN: M r. S peaker, I move, seconded 
by the Honourable Member for R o blin-Russell, that 
debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

B I L L  NO. 34 - AN ACT TO I NC O R PO RATE 

THE M E N N O  S I M O N S  COLLEGE 

MR. R.  D O E R N  presented B ill  No.  3 4 ,  A n  Act 
to I nco r p o rate The M e n n a  Simons C ollege, for 

Second Reading.  

MOTION presented. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra ble M e m b e r  f o r  
Elmwood. 

M R .  R. DOERN: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. This bill h as 
the active s u pport ,  backing and leadership of Dr .  
David Friesen, A.J . Thiessen, Dr. G erhard Lorenz and 
Henry Redekopp. The intention of the bill is to estab
lish a M e n nonite Liberal Arts College to be known as 
the Men na Simons College, probably in the City of 
Winnipeg and probably affiliated with the U n iversity 
of Manitoba or the U niversity of Win nipeg. The objects 
of this new liberal arts college would be fourfold: 

( 1 )  To provide an institution for the education of 
students and the promotion of k n owledge according 
to the principles of the Men nonite religion.  The orien
tation of the college would be religious in the Menno
nite and C hristian context. 

(2) To p rovide a liberal arts education which would 
be o! superior q u ality. 
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(3) To provide a focused and u nifying curriculum 
including a variety of academic disciplines. 

(4) To have the power to g rant  degrees i n cluding 
honourary degrees, diplomas, and certificates of 
standing in theology and divinity. 

Mr. S peaker, the two major Mennonite Conferences 
in Manitoba support and would be involved in the 
establishment of a Men nonite A rts College and other 
Men nonite g roups would be invited to participate with 
representation on the Board of G overnors. 

Now a n u m ber of q uestions probably come to mind 
and I would like to p rovide some information to 
mem bers of the House in that regard. As I said the 
locati o n  is still not decided. This is a bill to enable the 
supporters of this  concept to g o  out and raise m oney 
and make plans  for the establish ment of this college. 
This will obviously take some time to bring about.  So 
the p recise location is yet to be determined. The start
ing  date would probably be about five years from now, 
but  nevertheless the machinery has to be put  in 
motion .  Registration would have to be made and fund 
raising begu n  i n  order to bring this about and ,  of 
course, would probably involve the construction of 
some new buildings and facilities. 

M r. S peaker, I asked a n u m ber of questions of the 
people  i nvolved i n  this project. They would, of  course, 
have no hesitation in opening the doors to people of 
all faiths, although it wot.;ld be predominantly Menno
nite in character. T here is a g reat deal of interest in 
terms of p rovidin g  an education that would also fea
t u re a background and training in terms of interna
tional  development .  We now have a situation in M ani
toba w here t here are a n u m ber  of Bible Colleges, but  
t hey predominantly focus or  concentrate on  theology 
and m usic; this would be for the establish ment of a 
liberal arts college. I think that t he concept, rather  
than perhaps being competitive or  something to that 
effect, would likely be a u nifying or synthesizing force 
in the Mennonite edu catio, ,a 1  field. We all k now that in 
Win nipeg there is a Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege, I believe it's in T uxedo or  Charleswood, S haftes
bury Boulevard. T here is in my own riding the Men no
nite B reth ren Bible College which is well k nown. 



There is t he Ste i n bach B i ble College and there is also 
the W i n n i peg B ible College at Otterburne, Man itoba. 
So t h is would in effect be a fifth college that would 
h ave an affil iat ion with t he other g roups and m ig ht i n  
the long r u n  be the u n ify ing force i n  terms of t h is 
part icular association of colleges. 

M r. S peaker, before I agreed to p ilot t he bill, wh ich I 
was asked to do,  I spoke to the M i n ister of F inance, t he 
Honou ra ble Vic Sch roeder. I also spoke to the M i n is
ter of Education, t he Honou rable Maureen Hem p hill, 
who c hecked i t  out as the M i n ister of Education  would 
be requ i red to determ i ne its acceptabil ity and she 
gave her approval. I know there are members in the 
Conservative Party who are particularly i nterested i n  
th is  bill a n d  are mem bers of the Mennon ite commun
i ty  and  I expect their  wholehearted support of the 
measu re. 

A nother point I su p pose that m ight  be considered is 
whether it's necessary or desi rable to establish such a 
college. I po int  out by way of comparison t hat U n ited 
College is aff il iated - well, I g uess it's not U nited Col
lege any m ore, it was when I went t here -(lnter
ject ion )- that is a long t i me ago, but even longer than 
that i t  was Wesley College, and n ow i t 's  the U niversity 
of W i n n i peg But U nited College was, of course, 
closely affiliated with  the U n ited C h u rch  and I g uess 
still is and  still t u rns out theologians of, I suppose, the 
stature of Stanley K nowles, who has been much affil
i ated with  that college and u n i versity. St. John's is, of 
cou rse, associated with the A nglican C hu rc h  and  St. 
Paul's with the Roman Catholic. St. A n d rews, I'm not 
as certa in  of, G reek Orthodox -( Interject ion )- no, 
n ot L utheran,  but  St.  A n d rews College, of course, is 
on the campus of the U niversity of M a n itoba as well. 
So there are a n u m ber of colleges affiliated with 
c h urches and  affiliated with  the U niversity of M a n i
toba and the U niversity of W i n n i peg. 

Mr. S peaker, t he supporters of the Menno S i mons 
College are pledged to meet all government standards 
and m o re than t hat, to surpass what is the basic 
requ i rement. They are particularly in terested in the 
field of i nternat ional development and relations 
because of the longsta n d i n g  h istorical in terest of the 
Men non ite commu nity i n  do ing m issionary work and 
i n  hel p i n g  people who are u nderpriv iledged i n  T h i rd 
World countr ies. T h is would be a p ioneeri n g  i nstitu
t ion;  it's not g o i n g  to s i m ply be engraved in stone, it 's 
g o i n g  to be one that will develop and evolve accordi n g  
t o  t he needs o f  t he Men non ite com m u n ity and  t he 
chan g i n g  condit ions i n  the prov ince, the n at ion and  
the  world. 

M r. S peaker, I s i m ply conclude by maki n g  a few 
other poi nts, t hat it will be d ifferent than the other 
Mennon ite i nstitut ions in the provi n ce today, that it 
will not h i nder or  com pete with them, but  will com
plement the other organ izat ions,  t hat i t  is supported 
by the two main  conferences. 

Mr. Speaker, I have fou n d  i t  an honour  and a p riv i
lege to be asked to i ntroduce th is legislation .  I have 
also fou n d  i t  a pleasant experience to work with 
Robert Friesen,  who is in the gallery today, who is  the 
you n g  lawyer who is  work ing  on  this p roject. I s i mply 
say that I h ave had the pleasure of workin g  with  the 
Mennon ite com m u n ity before in 1 974, and  pr ior  to 
that I worked with Dr .  Lorenz and other people to 
bring about the erect ion of a bronze plaque in this 
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particular b u ild i n g  to com memorate the 1 874 to 1 974 
Centen n ial of the Mennon ite settlement in Man itoba. 

Mem bers m ig ht be i nterested in looking again at the 
plaq ue, w h i c h  is  at the south entrance of the b u ild i n g ,  
w h i c h  features a family, a plow, a B ible a n d  some 
wheat, wh ich  was put up by the Man itoba Mennon ite 
H istorical Society. The i nscript ion on  the plaq ue 
is :  "We came, we toiled, G od blessed."  I can n ot help 
but t h i nk, Mr. Speaker, what sharp contrast t hat is to 
the words of Caesar, who said,  "I came, I saw, I 
conquered." 

M r. S peaker, it was a pleasure to work with the 
Mennon ite comm u nity at that t i me, and I was later 
honoured by bei n g  made an honourable life member 
of the Mani toba Mennonite H istorical Society in the 
followi n g  year. I remember well worki n g  with the peo
ple at that t ime, and  Premier Schreyer, myself and 
others gathered aro u n d  there to u n veil  that particular 
plaque. 

So,  M r. S peaker, I recom mend and commend the 
bill, w h i ch is An Act to i n corporate t he Menno S i mons 
College i n  Manitoba and recommend i t  to mem bers 
on all sides of the house. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. R .  BANMAN: M r. S peaker, I 'd like to move, 
seconded by the Member for Lakesi de, that debate be 
adjourned. 
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MOTION presented and carried. 

RES. N O .  8 - FEDERAL R E P O RT 

O N  WIFE BATTE R I N G  

MR. SPEAKER: O n  the proposed resolut ion o f  the 
Honourable Member for K ildona n ,  the Honourable 
Member for Wolseley has 1 0  m i n u tes rem a i n i n g .  

M S  M .  PHILLIPS: Thank y o u ,  Mr.  S peaker. W h e n  I 
last addressed th is  resolut ion on J u ne 7th, I left off by 
talk ing  about some myths and m i sconceptions about 
battered women. In Canada there are 1 1 ,668,000 
women. As we were say i n g  when we last spoke on t h is 
resolut ion,  one out  of ten women f i n d  themselves bat
tered in Canada every day, wh ich  means every day 
there are 1 ,  1 66,800 women battered .  So, s i n ce t he last 
t i me we discussed th is 1 0  days ago, t here have been 
1 1 ,668,000 beati ngs of women. To me, those are stag
ger i n g  n u m bers and every day when you t h i nk t hat 
another m illion-and-a-half women are bei n g  beaten i n  
t h is cou ntry, I t h i nk i t  i s  f i tt i n g  t o  talk about the m is
conceptions that we have about wife abuse. 

The f irst one t hat I mentioned at the end of the t i me 
last J une 7th was that most women like bei n g  beaten ,  
o r  deserve it .  It's o u r  u nderstand ing  that women stay 
in abusive situations not because they like bein g  
beaten, b u t  because they see no econ o m ic alternative 
and t hat many battered women h ave no fi nancial 
resources or few of the ir  own available to allow them 
to leave, beyond their h usband's i ncome. But the i dea 
of wives deservi n g  to be beaten is j ust another attempt 
to place the blame on  the v ict i m .  

T h e  second m y t h  is that battered women are pas
sive and subm issive, that any woman with any guts or 
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a mind of her own would not stand idly by and  allow 
this to happen to her. But  the research shows that 
women who find t hemselves in battering  situations 
are no more passive or submissive than any other 
women . In  fact, often, they are women who do try to 
assert themselves in a situation where men seek to 
dominate. T hese men, feelin g  t h reatened by their 
wife's desertion ,  respond then through violence. Over 
time, these women may convince themselves that if 
they remain passive, these beatings will discontin ue 
or stop. 

The t hird myth ,  of course, is t hat the h usband has 
the rig ht to beat his wife. M arriage does not make it 
rig ht  for men to beat t heir wives. The law, religion and 
tradition m ay suggest that h usbands h ave this rig ht .  
H owever, t he right that men feel they have to beat t heir 
wives comes from t he social acceptance of the idea 
that men have that kind of authority. 

The other myth is that the wife is to blame. Again ,  
this is  a " blaming t he victim" strategy. This interfamily 
violence is said to occur when the victim verbally 
torments the aggressor mercilessly, usually by nag
ging which is a common phenomenon that we see in 
the cartoons about wives and  that if  a h usband is 
tormented t his way, well, what can you really expect 
her poor husband to do? T his myth focuses all the 
attention on individual couples and their interaction 
patterns. When one considers that one in 1 O couples 
in Canada experience violence, it's necessary to look 
beyond individuals. It is no longer a situation where 
it's j ust this poor i ndividual who has been nagged to 
t he point where he p hysically assaults his wife. In fact, 
a B ritish study fou n d  that 77 percent of battered 
women interviewed reported that physical assaults 
were usually not preceded by verbal arguments at all. 

The other myth is that only certain kinds of women 
get battered. T he only t hing  certain about victims of 
wife-battering  is that they are women. There is no 
such thing as a battered wife synd rome; t here are no 
stereotypes, n o  typical cases. To say that any particu
lar kin d  of woman gets battered is again to place the 
blame on the victim .  

The other excuse that is  used is  that wife beaters are 
mentally ill. Hardly. Wife beating is not a sickness, it's 
a crime; and  to call it a sickness or excuse it as a 
sickness is to say that a man is not responsible for his 
violent behaviour. Wife beating is an inappropriate 
and u n acceptable way of dealing  with conflict. Wife 
beating is assault and it is estimated that only 3 per
cent - and I t hink t he Member for Kildonan referred to 
the fact that 3 percent of men who beat t heir wives h ad 
any kind of emotional psychotic problems. 

The other one is that wife beating is a private family 
matter. Saying that wife beatin g  is a p rivate matter 
between husband and wife places the family outside 
the rules and laws t hat p ro h i bit violence and p rotects 
its victims. Considering family violence as a p rivate 
matter gives police, courts, social service agencies 
the right to ignore the problem. 

Violence against women is reality. For centuries 
h usbands have been beating  t heir wives systemati
cally in order to dominate, p u nish and  control them. 
H usbands have used violence to coerce their wives 
into behaviours that they may have been u nwilling  or 
u nable to u ndertake, to p unish t hem for failin g  to live 
u p  to marital demands and expectations,  or simply as 
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a prerogative of the h usband's s u perior position .  Men 
have used violence in their attempt to control over 
their  female possession, to retain personal authority, 
and  to g ain her personal services and domestic 
labour. 

T his has not been done in isolation from t he wider 
commu nity, nor in opposition to t he general p rinciple 
of acceptable behaviour, q u ite t he contrary. Wife beat
ing  has always had strong ideological and  institu
tional support, both in its own right and relative to the 
patriarchal relations within the family and throughout 
society. Likewise, violence against women has been 
and continues to be supported by our cultu re, not o nly 
in its blatant form, but  also as a fact of every d ay life, in 
m ovies, a dvertising ,  popular m usic, pornog rap hy and 
television. 

If wife battering is ever to be significantly red uced, 
the structure, practices, traditions and belief which 
keeps women dependent and isolated within t he fam
ily and which keeps t he family outside the legal and  
p ublic censure, t hose traditions m ust be  erased. 

Long range p revention requires three basic types of 
programs; education, research and economic inde
pendence of women. Wife beating should no  longer 
be defined as a woman's private dilemma. Wife assault 
should be seen as a community and p u blic concern . 

A helpful analogy is the way in which neigh bours 
rally to lower speed limits when a child is inj u red by a 
speeding car on a residential street. The inj u ry is not 
seen as the child's private dilemma,  nor as the private 
problem of the parents, but the concern of the entire 
comm u nity. 
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Thank you, Mr .  S peaker. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra ble M e m be r  for  
Gladstone. 

MRS. C.  OLESON: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. Before 
commencing my remarks on t his Resolution, I would 
like to commend and thank t he Member for Kildonan 
for b ringing this Resolution before the House. I must  
say that when I set out to research this ,  I wondered 
where on  earth I would find material and I fin d  t hat I 
have b riefcases and desks full of material. I don't think 
there is any shortage of material on  this su bject. 

The su bject of wife battering  is not new to society. It 
h as been with us for cent uries. It is a su bject so rooted 
in history and  mythology and so ignored by the 
authorities for so long that it h as become part of 
mythology, historical fiction ,  h u mour ,  d rama and sad 
to say, part of a social pattern of many people today. 
We all h ave heard j okes and remarks at various times 
from various people on  this su bject. For those victims 
of this particular crime - and it is a crime - it is no  
laughing matter. Often, i t  is  a matter of  life or death .  

One expert has  suggested that there are as  m any 
reasons  for batteri n g  as t h e re are b atterers.  
Researchers can find no common link which disposes 
one man to be a wife batterer and the other not. The 
book, "Wife Beating" by Langley states on  Page 50 
and I q u ote, "The answer to the q uestion ,  what kin d  of 
a man beats his wife is, every kind ,  and they can be 
located in so-called normal tarn ilies. " On Page 7 of the 
same book, it states, "Those who work with battered 
women report victims among the wives of physicians, 
lawyers, college professors, even clergymen." In  one 



study referred to i n  the book ,  it was found that fam i l ies 
with the most v io lence were t hose with h ig hest 
i n comes. There is another study wh ich  shows t hat the 
l ow i ncome fam i l ies are the more prone to v io lence. 
A l l  t h is proves that there is no  hard and fast rule as to 
who batters and who does not. 

I n  the i n q u i ry i nto the violence on the fami ly ,  Donald 
Dutton from the Department of Psychology of the 
U niversity of B ri t ish C o l u m b i a  states, "St u d ies sug
gest that 40 to 60 percent of men who assault the ir  
wives witnessed assau lt  occu rri n g  i n  their  fam i l y  
ori g i n .  T hey either saw their  father assault  the i r  
mother or they themselves were physical ly beaten by 
one of  the ir  parents. So early on  they had ro le  models 
that one way to deal with anger, one way to deal wi th  
stress, was to do so aggressively and  to generate that 
aggression towards someone i n  the fami ly ."  Of course 
someone i n  the fam i l y  is n at u ra l ly  the c losest to you 
and  he went on  later in h i s  s u b mission to state, " I n  
some cases stress comes from with i n  t h e  fam i l y. I t  
comes from a power strugg le wh ich  is  g o i n g  o n  
between t h e  m a n  a n d  t h e  woman."  A n d  furt her on  i n  
t h e  br ief, M r. D utton states, "Most men w h o  become 
assau lt ive with the i r  wives are relatively socia l ly  iso
lated; that is ,  they s i m p ly  do not have a n um ber of 
c lose fr iends with whom they can share the i r  p rob
lems, or  to whom they can talk about the stress that is 
going on  in their l i ves." 

A f u rther reason I came across in my research was 
th is,  t hat some men h ave a need to feel superior.  They 
feel i nadeq u ate i n  the ir  bus iness and  the ir  work or 
their fr iendshi ps and  social  contacts. They go home 
and beat the i r  wives in  order to fu l f i l !  their  long ing for 
superiority.  The old song, "You A lways H u rt the One 
You Love," perhaps would f i t  i nto th is  theory. 

N ow, the q uest ion  has often been asked, why d o  
women cont in ue to  l ive with m e n  w h o  batter t h e m  or  i f  
t hey d o  leave, why do they return?  The reasons for 
this are many and varied. On the s u rface i t  m akes 
sense to say, why woul d  anyone stay with someone 
who beats them? T here are several reasons that I w i l l  
deal with .  

We're to ld  that 40 percent of  wife assaults take p lace 
d u r i n g  the t i me of a f i rst pregnancy. So here we have a 
pregnant woman,  battered and  bru ised, completely 
d is i l l us ioned ,  fr ightened and in no  condit ion ,  either 
mental ly or  p hysical ly ,  to provide for herself or  to 
provide for her  c h i l d  when i t  arrives. She retu rns to her 
h ome. After al l ,  th is has only happened once and he 
has said i t  won't happen aga i n  and  after al l  she m ust 
bel ieve h i m .  By the t i me th is  does happen again and  
aga in ,  she is tota l ly  demoral ized. 

M rs. Lewis, testify i n g  at the i n q u i ry i nto v io len ce i n  
the fam i l y  o n  January 28, 1 982 stated, "When the 
situat ion gets to the point  where they rea l ize that the 
beat i n g s  are not g o i n g  to stop or  q u ite often when i t  
gets to the point  of affecti n g  the ir  c h i ld ren ,  the women 
w i l l  general ly try to make some effort to leave. The 
barriers t hat are put  up against her when she reaches 
that decis ion are i mmense. So stay i n g  in the situation 
is  m o re a function of those barr iers than of any idea of 
her bei n g  passive and  accept ing the situation. Cer
ta in ly ,  the k i n ds of f inancia l  resources that are avai l
ab le  to her are very i mportant. That i s  not only true for 
women who are n ot work i n g  outside the h o me, but 
also for women who m ay have worked o utside the 

home d u r ing  the cou rse of the ir  marriage. One of the 
t h i ngs that has been fou n d  i n  a n u m ber of studies is 
that rea l ly  i mportant factor in batterin g  situations, is 
the fact that the woman has absol utely no  control over 
the fami ly's f inancial  resources, whether or not she 
works outside the home.  She may not have two n ick
els to rub together at the point where she m akes the 
decis ion to leave, so q u ite often that becomes the fi rst 
and  the very large barrier that has to be overcome."  
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A nother very i mportant factor i n  the woman's deci
sion to leave home is the fact t hat she has nowhere to 
go where she is  safe. C ris is centres and the l i ke are not 
always readi ly  avai lable and there is, in th is  p rovince 
part icu larly,  an inadequate supply of long-term stay 
transit ion fac i l it ies. Her fam i ly may be far away and i f  
her fam i ly i s  nearby, t hey may not  want  to get  i nvolved 
in what they may consider a personal fam i ly problem. 
Perhaps they're afrai d  that the ir  home wi l l  be d is
tu rbed by a l l  these squabbles. 

A further reason a woman is l oath to leave home, 
even when battered, is pr ide. For i nstance, if  she l i ves 
in a smal l  town where everyone k n ows the fami ly ,  a 
woman is rel uctant even to ask for protect ion or leave 
her home because everyone in town w i l l  k now about 
i t .  I f  her h usband is a wel l - l i ked ,  h i g h l y  respected 
member of the comm u n ity, who w i l l  bel ieve her? 

A nother reason, of course, why she may n ot want to 
leave home is  that she may not want to l ay assau l t  
c ha rges against her h usband because he  is  the 
breadwi nner of  the fam i ly .  I f  h e  is  charged with  a 
cr im i n a l  offence, he w i l l  lose h i s  job.  

A nother factor which is somet i m es forgotten when 
people ta lk  a bout  w i fe batterin g  is the bond w h i c h  
exists between a couple.  After a l l ,  s h e  married h i m  or  
consented to l ive with  h im .  She perhaps genu i ne ly  
cares for the h usband who abuses her and  she 
bel ieves h im when he  assures her that i t  wi l l  never 
happen again .  

Wife batter ing  is  probably more h u m i l iati n g  for the 
v ict i m  because i t  i s  done by someone she l oves and 
shares her l ife with .  I f  she were attacked and beaten by 
a stranger or  even a n e i g h bo u r, she coul d  g o  to the 
pol ice and  complain,  look what th is terr ible person d i d  
to m e. B ut when i t  i s  h e r  o w n  h u s band,  she's i n  a n  
ent i rely d i fferent situation.  Also, i f  s h e  were attacked 
by someone else, she would have the he lp  and s u p
port of her  husband i n  seeki n g  assistance. I n  the case 
of wife beat i n g ,  the wife often has no  one to t u rn to for 
he lp .  Her fami ly,  i f  they were n earby, they m ig ht h e l p  
but  h i s  fam i l y  w o u l d  certain l y  not  l i kely be ab le to b e  
counted on  to he lp  her. 

Attitudes and p u b l i c  op in ions  do not always favou r  
women i n  cases o f  wife batterin g .  Women trad i t iona l ly  
have been treated as the property of  men,  as chattels. 
I n  the past, mothers and grandmot hers have contr i b
uted to the att i tude that women are subservient to 
men, that men are s u perior and  that women shou ld  
serve and  obey them.  After a l l ,  the marriage vows said,  
l ove, honour and  obey. Men have for centu ries been 
considered to be more aggressive. M ore emphasis on  
p hysical strength and aggressiveness have been 
p l aced on male behav iour. Women were trained s i n ce 
c h i l dhood to be passive, obedient and i n ferior.  Mod
ern m others wou ld  be wel l  advised to teach the i r  sons 
and  daughters that aggress ion manifested by v io
lence between couples is not the way to solve prob-



lems and that attack ing and  beat ing  anyone is a cr ime,  
be it a stranger or  a spouse. 

N ow we come to the age-old question of what we 
can do a bout t h is problem. It has been the experience 
over the years t hat the pol i ce are very loathe to deal 
with the p rob lem of wife batter ing .  In a report on  
v io lence i n  the  fami ly ,  wife batter ing ,  tabled i n  the  
H ouse of  Commons recent ly ,  the  subject of  pol ice 
i nvolvement was stated th usly, and I quote. This is on 
page 10 of that report. By the way, I h i g h ly recom
mend the read i n g  of th is  report. I woul d  rea l ly  h ave 
l i ked to have j ust stood u p  and  read t h is complete 
report i nto the records. It is a f ine report. Anyway, 
back to page 1 0: "Whi le  pol ice w i l l  a l most a lways 
respond to break and enter ca l ls, there's no assu rance 
that they' l l  respond to domestic  cal ls .  

" U nt i l  very recently, pol ice t rai n i n g  and po l ice prac
t ice with respect to the handl i n g  of domestic cases 
has not been d i rected at he lp ing  the v ict i m so t hat 
even when the po l i ce do answer a cal l ,  t here's l itt le 
that they are able to do for the vict i m .  They are often 
u n aware of the existence or locat ion of  the services 
ava i l ab le  to her,  an emergency shelter where she can 
stay temporari ly,  legal aid, counsel i ng ,  m u n ic i pal  wel
fare. T hey are ordi nar i ly i nstructed not to arrest the 
batterer u n l ess t hey find h i m  actual ly  h ittin g  his v ict im 
- an u nusual  s ituat ion - or  u n less the in juries are 
severe enough to req u i re a certai n n u m ber of stitches. 

"They have n o  other authority to take the batterer 
away and leave the wife and ch i ld ren in her h o me. I n  
short,  g iven the usual  tra i n i n g  a n d  under usual  prac
t ice the pol ice are at best able to cal m the batterer and  
leave the situat ion at t hat. A n d  a lso  on  page 1 3, No.  23 
I quote: "Throug hout Canada i t  i s  usual ly  pol ice prac
t ice to screen out a good many domest i c  cal ls .  It 
appears to be po l ice po l icy either written or  u n written, 
n ot to arrest men accused of beat i n g  the i r  wives or 
even to lay charges agai nst them u nless their partners' 
i n ju ries are extremely serious. T h is leaves the p rocess 
of i n it iat i n g  cri m i nal  proceedi ngs to the person who is 
least capable  of d o i n g  so, a woman who has been 
i n j u red ,  who k n ows l itt le of court procedu re and  
whose act ions may resu l t  i n  the cri m i nal  convict ion  of 
someone who is l i kely to seek out and beat her agai n ."  

In  the recommendations of  th is  report - I would l i ke 
to refer to them, they are o n  page 1 9  of the report -
wh i le  I agree i n  pr inc i p le  with the recom mendations 
contained i n  the report on wife batter ing ,  t here are a 
cou p le  of remarks I ' d  l i ke to make concerni n g  them. 
F i rst of a l l ,  in  its reference to pol i ce, the report deals 
only with the RCMP.  There are city and m u n ic ipal 
pol ice officers who should also be i n c l u ded in tra i n i n g  
and  Recom mendation 3 deals w i t h  affirmative action 
regardi n g  h i ri n g  practices. It says, and I quote: " I t  
shou ld  ass i g n  male-female teams to fam i l y  v io lence 
cases." 

W hereas the theory of t hat approach is q u ite sou n d ,  
i n  practice i t  wou l d  appear t o  me t o  b e  very d iffic u lt .  
I ' m  part icu lar ly t h i n k i n g  of a smal l  pol i ce detachment 
- and  many of them are across o u r  p rovince - often 
they wou l d  be h ard-pressed at busy t imes to send one 
pol ice officer to a ca l l  let a lone two and one of each 
sex,  so I th ink that wou l d  be a very d ifficu l t  th ing to 
carry out  in  practice a l though I be l ieve i n  theory i t  i s  a 
good idea. 

N ow, before conc l u d i n g  my remarks, M r. S peaker, 

I 'd l i ke to lend my voice to those who h ave stated that 
there is a need for more cr is is-centre hous ing both i n  
W i n n i peg,  i n  other cit ies o f  t h is p rovi nce a n d  across 
Man itoba. A lso, there is a g reat need for transit ion 
housing for women who m ust leave their  h omes and 
the welfare system m ust be in tune with the needs of a 
woman and her c h i l d ren i n  a crisis situation. 

I 'm p repared, M r. Speaker,  to s u pport th is  resolu
t ion and  I cal l a l l  mem bers of th is Assem bly  to do so.  

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Morr is .  

M R .  C.  MANNESS: Thank you,  Mr .  S peaker, I ' d  l i ke at 
th is  t ime to register my support for the resolut ion as 
presented. I have some p roblems i n  my own m i n d  
agreeing wholeheartedly,  n o t  s o  m u c h  with t h e  opera
t ive clause of the resolut ion ,  but I wonder if  i t  :;ioes far 
enough,  if it does a l l  the th i ngs we wou l d  hope i t  wou l d  
d o .  I ' d  l i ke to say that some o f  t h e  statist ics that were 
brought forward by the Mem bers for K i ldonan and  
Wolseley were certai n ly  overwhe lm ing ,  so m u c h  so 
that I feel that o bv ious ly t hey've convi nced me it's a 
society problem and as we're a l l  part of society, we 
should a l l  feel ob l iged to make comment. So obviously 
it 's a cris is and  I d o n't know i f  I can accept the statis
t ics as g iven;  on one hand ,  they seem to be so over
whel m i n g  and yet so h idden from so many of us,  one is 
a lmost i nc l i ned to say that maybe they are stretched 
but even i f  t hey are, t hey're so overwhe l m i n g  I t h i n k  
t hat y o u  have t o  accept them, probably, a s  true. The 
other com ments that batterers cut  across a l l  o u r  eco
nomic and social l ines; that I can readi l y  accept. 

All these th in gs, M r. S peaker, create a fai r amount  of 
confusion in my own m i n d  as I attempt to g rapple with 
i t  and say i f  there's a solut ion out t here and  su rely we 
have to hope that there is  one, what i s  the best 
approach to go. I ' l l  say at th is  t ime that I can s u p port 
some of the t h ings  that are ment ioned by way of the 
operative c lause in the resolut ion ;  I don't  deny any of 
them but I rea l ly  wonder if  they go far enou g h .  So 
accept i n g  the statistics and  the n u m bers, I h ave to ask 
myself a lot of q uestions and,  no  dou bt, everybody 
would .  The f i rst q uestion I ask myself is,  what does i t  
say a bout o u r  way of l ife? As a n at ion  and  as a people ,  
are we progressin g  at a l l?  I have a col league who w i l l  
say to me that,  i n  h is  v iew, real ly  society or  c iv i l ization 
as we k now i t  maybe real ly  hasn't p rogressed that far 
and  I g u ess I 'm to the point after l iste n i n g  to t h is,  I can 
a lmost bel ieve that.  I f  in fact, we can't be c iv i l  to each 
other beh i n d  c losed doors for whatever reason,  I 
again ask where are we go ing ,  are we p rogress i n g  at 
a l l ,  and  where are we headed? Is th is  problem g o i n g  to 
cont i n u e  to become worse in spite of all the attempts? 
I see b i l ls and I see legis lat ive attempts to g uarantee 
everybody r ights, to g uarantee the r ight  to that 99th 
and 1 OOth percent i le of our popu lat ion n ow t hat some 
people don't  have them. Yet gal loping from beh ind  
you have, by these f igures, 10  percent of the popu la
tion whose r ig hts are being overwhel med and v io
l ated. It also makes me ask myself. what h ave the more 
len ient  social  norms and poss ib ly  the cou rts that we 
have wi th in  the so-cal led tree western world,  what h as 
it real ly  done for us? 
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I n  conclus ion,  I ' m  wonderin g  if we are real ly  freer 
today in all aspects in spite of our b i l ls and o u r  char
ters and o u r  Constitution guarantee ing  persona l  p rivi-



leges or r ights. So those are some of the t h ings that go 
through m y  m i n d  as I attempt to g rapple with i n  
myself, t o  try and come out and  m ake some rat ionale 
to t h is whole problem. I have some bel iefs, I bel ieve 
f i rst of all that t h is problem, even though I recogn ize 
f u l ly wel l  i s  n ot somet h i n g  new; it's somet h i ng t hat's 
p robably been with  us for the ages. I n  my m i n d  and  I 
can't su bstant iate t h is and,  no d o u bt,  t here are statis
t ics t hat m ay be can prove me wrong, but u nt i l  I see 
t hem I bel ieve that i n  fact th is  problem is more severe 
today than i t  was generations ago. 

When you see lots of statistics f loat ing around ,  I ' m  
wondering i f  somebody c a n  show me how t h e  Cana
d ian  experience fits i nto other free western countries 
and other cou ntr ies in the world. W here do we rate? I 
can't imag ine it bei n g  much worse than anywhere else 
than what seems to be exist ing here, or  are we the 
worst? Because i f  we are, I th ink ,  that says someth ing  
pretty d readf u l  about  t he way we've a l lowed o u rselves 
to progress in th is  sense. Of  course, no  dou bt, m aybe 
there is  no real way of comparing ;  maybe the tech
n iq ues of  compar ing or g ather ing this type of i nforma
t i o n  just aren't  avai l a b l e  to a l low t hat type of 
comparison. 

Again though I reiterate, M r. Speaker, that in fact if  
the statist ics in Canada are worse to my way of t h i n k
i ng ,  then o u r  problem as a nat ion is such that I bel ieve 
we have to address i t  i n  a most severe way. I wonder if 
in fact part of our p roblem is  that we've relaxed some 
of o u r  l aws to  the degree t hat we're afraid to p u n ish  -
and  I d o n't want to be l abel led necessar i ly  and  very 
q uick ly  as somebody that feels t hat p u n i s h ment i s  the 
so lut ion to a l l  problems - but  in  my mind I real l y  do  
bel ieve, part i c u lar ly in  th is  area, that t here have to be 
some tougher l aws and I ' l l  speak more to that point a 
l itt le b i t  f u rt her. 

What can I s u pport? I suppose if I d raw any crit i
c ism at a l l  from the resolut ion  it 's a fact that I don't  see 
a strong emp hasis made on stronger laws and maybe 
they exist - I don't k now enough about t h is problem -
m ay be they're i n  existence r ight  n ow and they're j ust 
not bei n g  enforced. M ay be they exist ;  I don't  k now, 
but if they don't I am one that would  s u pport m u c h  
stronger laws to d e a l  w i t h  t h e m .  I woul d  support m uch 
stronger economic  i m posit ions on  the batterers to 
support the spouse who now decides to escape the 
household  and I can s u pport that.  Again ,  I want to tel l  
you t hat I s upport certa i n l y  the person that's been 
abused in a l l  respects, but  on ly  after that person - and 
of course let 's say that woman because obviously 
that's the s ituat ion - h as made t h e  decis ion to leave, 
and obviously that's No. 1 .  

I n  my m i nd ,  jobs and  fund ing  and train i ng and a l l  
that sort of t h i ng are f ine, but I bel ieve that the person 
who c o m mits the cr ime m ust pay a large share of the 
cost. I 'm tal k i ng now in  situations where that person 
doesn't go to ja i l  but has the economic  capab i l i t ies to 
pay the cost of d o i n g  the t h in gs that many of the 
recom mendat ions are ask ing  society to do as a whole. 
I g uess w hat I ' m  sayi n g  is it can't be considered 
entirely a social  problem, I mean, to the degree that a l l  
the p roblems or  a l l  the solut ions have to be asked of  
government and  I t h i n k  t hat's a l l  I ' m  try i n g  to say. I 
t h i n k  the person responsib le has to assu m e  an awful 
lot of the responsi b i l i ty  i f  he  can and I real ize, in many 
cases, he  can't.  

I real ize that, because to say t hat in fact it's society's 
problem in total ity and therefore i t  has to deal with it 
com pletely i s  to a d m it one t h i n g  - and I haven't heard 
anybody say that - was to admit that our society has 
fai led m iserably, i t  has failed m iserably .  I wou ld  sub
mi t  that if i n  fact you reach that conc lus ion t hat it has 
fai led, then you have to ask yourself the next q uestion ,  
wel l ,  has  i t  been th is  way for  generations, for  h u nd reds 
of years or i s  it becom i n g  a problem that is worse? I f  
it's becom i n g  worse over the l ast 2 0  or  4 0  years then 
obviously t here's a cause, other than the u nderly ing 
one t hat always seems to be there, i t  has somet h i n g  to 
do with  the way we can or  we can't l ive with  o urselves. 

M r. Speaker, in review then, I haven't said very much 
that's going to he lp  the debate but  I ' d  j ust l i k e  to say 
that I ' m  not overly i m p ressed with the recom menda
tions that, in themselves, make reference to t h ings l ike  
counsel l i n g .  I read the recom mendat ions of the report 
and I see t h ings l i ke counsel l ing ,  f u n d i ng ,  t ra i n i ng ,  
shelters, treatment programs, research ,  p u b l ic i ty and  
I honestly don't  bel ieve that i f  a l l  these t h i ngs came on  
that in  itself woul d  he lp  the situat ion very m uc h .  

I t h i n k  t hat society a s  a w h o l e  h a s  to w a n t  t o  go out  
and  say to  the i nd iv idua l  that commits a most  h o r
rendous cr ime that i n  fact you are going to have to pay 
severely. So the people that,  in fact, do  commi t  these 
awful cr imes w i l l  rea l ize or have some thought  i n  the 
b a c k  of  t h e i r  m i n d  at least  to  the p o te n t i a l  
consequences. 

To me the o n ly q u i c k  decis ion of a long- lasti n g  
nature are tougher sentences a n d  i f  they're avai lab le 
now to  be put  i nto p lace, then I say they m ust be 
enforced; and much tougher monetary sentences, 
depe n d i n g  of course u po n  the v io lence of the cr ime.  
It 's a d readf u l  p roblem.  Again I a m  horr i f ied,  l i ke the 
M e m ber  for K i l donan,  at  some of  the statistics s he's 
g iven to us  but  to m y  v iew the f i rst decis ion m ust be 
made by the spouse to  leave, t hat a lways has to be  
m ade f i rstly. Secondly ,  a l l  the recommendat ions that 
seem to i n dicate it is society's total responsib i l i ty to 
have that s u pport in p lace when she makes that deci
s i o n ,  I 'm say i n g ,  wel l ,  f ine, I u nderstand w h at you're 
t ry i ng to d o  but  to my way of t h i n k i ng ,  that i n  itself w i l l  
n o t  be t h e  solut ion.  I t  needs s u p port. I t  needs more 
teeth from a l aw ab id ing  society t hat is say i n g  to t h ose 
people who dare use the ir  force against the r ights of 
others, even beh i n d  the conf ines of a house that's 
co-shared, that you w i l l  have to pay severely. 

So I t h i n k  the resol ut ion needs some f u rther s u pport 
i n  t h at manner and I g uess I woul d  conclude by say
i ng ,  that the t i me for compass ion for anybody that 
batters shou ld  be over. 
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So I s u pport your  resolut ion  and  I woul d  have s u p
ported it wi th  m u c h  more v igour  had you i nc l u ded 
that.  

M R .  SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, there are a n um ber 
of members of our caucus who wish to speak on  th is  
very i m portant resol ut ion and  I ' m  one of them,  S i r. I 
don't  part icu lar ly want to start wi th  j ust two m i nutes 
rem a i n i ng on  the clock. May I cal l i t  5:30? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  I t' s  t h e  w i l l  o f  the Asse m b l y  to 
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cal l  it 5:30. 
The Honourable Act ing  G overn ment H ouse Leader. 

HON. L.  DESJARDINS: Mr. S peaker. I move, seconded 
by the Honourable M i n ister of F i nance. that the House 
be now adj ou rned. 

MOTION presented a n d  carried and the H o use 
adjourned and stands adjou rned unt i l  1 0:00 a .m.  
tomorrow. ( F riday) . 
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