
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, 4 March, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Presenting Petitions . . .  Reading and Receiving Peti
t ions . . .  Present ing Reports by Standin g  and Spe
cial Committees . . .  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING 
OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General 

HON. ROLAND PENNER, Attorney-General (Fort 
Rouge): M r. Speaker. I beg leave to f i le the Tenth 
Annual  Report of the Manitoba Pol ice Commission for 
the calendar year 1 98 1 . At present there are only three 
copies made avai lable to me and I will endeavou r  to 
make sure that there are copies for all members as 
soon as they are avai lable from the printer. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health. 

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS, Minister of Health 
(St. Boniface): Mr.  Speaker, I have a statement that I 
wish to make. I felt it was i mportant enough and there 
are copies for al l  members of the H ouse. 

Mr. Speaker, on  M onday, March 1 st I read a state
ment i n  this House respecti n g  the impasse between 
the M M A  and G overn ment concern ing the issue of 
b inding arbitrat ion .  I stated that, whereas the MMA 
was demanding b i nding arbitration i n  connection 
with fee negotiat ions,  the government could not 
accept th is proposal u nder the threat that c urrent 
negotiations would n ot succeed without b inding arbi
trat ion. At the same t ime I reported that we were pre
pared to enter i nto serious discussions with the M M A  
regardin g  this issue b u t  asked them t o  advise their 
negotiatin g  team to return to the table and to bargain 
in good faith respecti n g  the 1 982-83 fee schedule.  O n  
Wednesday, March 3 ,  1 982, I received the attached 
letter from D r. Frank Pearson ,  President of the Mani
toba Medical Associat ion.  Here's the letter: 

" Dear M r. Desjardins: 
In response to your demand that the issues of fee 

negotiations and b inding arbitration be separated, I 
wish to advise you that the Association's Executive 
Committee has adopted the fol lowing posit ion. 

MMA Executive Policy Statement on Compul
sory Binding Arbitration 

"Whereas the M i n i ster of Health has instructed the 
Manitoba Health Services Com m ission to cease all 
further negotiat ions with the Manitoba Medical Asso
ciat ion ,  thereby violatin g  the c urrent M MA/MHSC 
contract, 

THEREFORE BE IT R ESOLVED 
. " 1 )  That there be an  agreement that a l l  future nego

t i a t i o n s  a n d  c o n t racts  between t h e  M a n i t o b a  
Government a n d  t h e  M M A  provide f o r  compulsory 
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b i nding arbitration t o  settle i mpasses. 

"2) That the M MA's other col lective barga in ing 
principles, wh ich regu i re legislative act ion ,  be subject 
to i m m ediate s e r i o u s  review by t h e  M a n i t o b a  
G overnment. Furthermore,  that meani n gfu l  discus
sions take place with the M MA to determine when 
legislation can reasonably be i ntroduced. 

"3) That further fee negotiat ions with the M HS C  be 
conditional on the above two principles bein g  met. 

"4) That the M MA's Job Actio n  Comm ittee organize 
and carry out a progressive work-to-ru le campaign  
throughout Man itoba i n  support of pri nciples one and 
two, above. 

Yours s incerely, 

Frank Pearson. M. D .  President" 

M r. Speaker, I'm very disappointed that the Execu
tive of the MMA have seen fit to reject my offer to 
resume negotiations  in  good faith .  They k n ow, as we 
a l l  know, that the issue of b inding arbitration req u i res 
changes in legislat ion - changes that will req u i re 
m uch debate by a variety of g roups inc lud ing the 
M a n itoba Government ,  other Prov i n cia l  G overn
ments. the Federal Government ,  the Col lege of Physi
cians and S u rgeons and certain l y  50 percent of the 
pract is ing physicians in Manitoba who have either 
rejected the princ iple o r  have yet to be heard. This 
being the case one can only assume that the M M A  
Executive have decided that i t  is  n o t  i n  t h e i r  best 
in terests to resume negotiations on the 1 982-83 fee 
schedule but rather i ntend to lead their  membersh ip 
astray by suggest ing that b i nding arbitrat ion and the 
result ing changes i n  legislation are achievable with
out the n o rmal  debate and considerat ion that such a n  
i mportant issue deserves. 

F u rthermore. as i n dicated in Dr. Pearson's March 
3rd letter, i t  appears that the MMA has already set up a 
Job  Action Committee to organize and carry out a 
progressive work-to-ru le campaign throughout Mani
toba - a campaig n  that can on ly  resu l t  in a deter iora
t ion of relationships between physicians and their  
patients. 

It is  with t he foregoing in m i n d  that I have now 
written the attached letter to the Manitoba Medical 
Associat ion.  

" Dear D r. Pearson: 

'This is  in response to your March 3rd letter advis
i n g  me of the MMA Executive Pol icy Statement o n  
Compulsory B i nding Arbitration. 

"It is  with extreme regret that I note the policy that 
your Executive Committee are support ing ,  however, 
before com menting on the four issues inc luded i n  
your letter. may I once more attempt t o  set the records 
straight insofa r  as "who" is  violating the c urrent M MA
M H SC contract. 

"I'm fu l ly aware that there is  a contract i n  existence 
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between the Man itoba Health Services Commission 
and the M MA that cal ls upon each party to enter i nto 
negotiations with i n  a given time frame with the objec
tive of arriving at a fee schedu le  that is acceptable to 
both parties. I had, and continue  to have, every i nten
tion of honour ing that agreement. M ay I point out that 
the M M A  are neither bargain ing  with i n  the i ntent or 
spirit of that agreement, in that they are now interject
ing new conditions i nto the existing agreement that 
did not form part of the agreement that was signed a 
year ago. I refer specifically to your c urrent demands 
for b ind ing arbitration.  If i ndeed, we are negotiatin g  
u nder an existin g  agreement, then let us  abide b y  a l l  
terms of  that agreement without either party interject
i ng new conditions. 

"With respect to the four points i nc luded i n  your 
letter, please be advised of the fol lowing: 

" ( 1 ) Whi le you are resolved that al l  "future" negotia
tions and contracts between the Manitoba Govern
ment and MMA provide for compu lsory b ind ing arbi
trat ion,  you have made no reference to "current" 
negotiations. Am I to assume, therefore, that this reso
l ut ion refers to negotiations that may be carried out 
u nder future agreement, or am I to assume that you 
wish to reply to the existin g  agreement? 

" (2)  Regard i n g  your request that other col lective 
bargain i ng principles which requ i re Legislative action 
be subject to immed iate serious review, I have a l ready 
given you a commitment in my February 25th letter to 
the effect that I was prepared to d iscuss the concept of 
b ind ing arbitration with you and with my Cabinet Col
leagues, and further, that I was prepared to enter i nto 
these d iscussions as u rgently as possible. You wi l l  
a lso recall that  I provided you with a s imi lar  commit
ment in my February 24th letter, as wel l as a verbal 
commitment at our two previous meetings. 

" (3)  Regarding  the resol ution that future negotia
tions  with MHSC be conditional upon the above two 
pr inc iples being met- agai n ,  if  this refers to negotia
tions u nder a new contract, I 'm prepared to consider 
this along with my colleagues.  If, however, i t  refers to 
fee negotiations for 1 982-83 which are to be con
ducted under the existin g  agreement which does not 
terminate unti l  March 3 1 , 1 982, then I cannot agree 
with this pr inciple .  

" (4)  Respectin g  you r advice that your Job  Actio n  
Committee has been organized t o  carry o u t  progres
sive work-to-rule campaign throughout Manitoba -
that, of course, is your prerogative, but  I can on ly 
assume that your Executive is prepared to accept the 
responsib i l ity for such advice to your membersh ip  

-advice that can on ly serve to  d rive a deeper wedge 
between your Association and Government. I have 
g reat respect for the physicians who practise medi
cine in Man itoba and I d o  n ot feel that they wil l  take 
any action that wi l l  be detrimental to the relationsh ip  
they have with  the i r  patients nor  wi l l  they i n  any way 
jeopardize the health requ i rements of their patients. 

"In c losi ng ,  D r. Pearson ,  I am extremely disap
poi nted that you have n ot enabled your negotiatin g  
team to return to the table a n d  t o  negotiate i n  good 
faith u nder the terms of the existing agreement. e ,  
however, I realizthat the existing agreement runs u nti l  
March 3 1 ,  1 982 and I remain hopeful that you and your 

1 1 1  

Executive wi l l ,  on  reflection ,  permit a normal ization of 
the negotiating  practise u nder the existing agreement." 

As indicated by the last letter to the MMA,  M r. 
Speake

.
r, I remain hopeful that the c urrent negotia

tions will be resumed before expiration of the c urrent 
agreement and it is my i ntention to keep the publ ic ,  
the press and the practising physicians fu l ly  i nformed. 
Thank you very much.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): M r. S peaker, 
I wish to thank the Honourable M i nister for his state
ment and to assu re h i m  that it is received on this s ide 
of the House with g reat concern.  It  i s  regrettable that 
there appears to be a situation bu i ld i ng in which i nno
cent victims wi l l  suffer the consequences of a situa
tion over which they have no control and, in fact, 
about which they have never real ly been ful ly i nformed. 
I refer to those patients who wi l l  suffer i nconve nience, 
i ndisposition, perhaps worse, as a consequence of the 
response that may be forthcomin g  from some practi
tioners in the province - and I emphasis the word 
"some" - to the i nstructions that have gone out from 
the President of the Man itoba Medical Association to 
i nvoke a work  to r u le strategy in the p resent  
c irc umstances. 

I th ink  we should not lose sight, M r. Speaker, of the 
fact that it is the patients of those physicians who wi l l  
suffer. It's not  us  i n  th is  House and it's not those of us  
who are  fortunate enough to  enjoy relative good 
health but those patients who requ i re and depend o n  
medical service are going t o  b e  seriously affected by 
any such tactic or  strategy. Therefore, it  is i nc umbent 
upon the M i n ister, of course, and indeed I bel ieve 
upon everybody in this Chamber  to ensure that the 
impasse is broken and that a work to ru le strategy, a 
work slowdown does not take place. 

I have one other regret that I woul d  express at this 
j uncture, and that is,  that it  seems to me that the 
language of debate which h ad been relatively temper
ate and restrained up u nti l  a few days ago, now seems 
to be u ndergoing escalation on both sides. I wou l d  
h ope that a l l  parties on  a l l  sides c a n  revert to t h e  most 
temperate lang uage possible so as not to exacerbate 
the situation.  

Lastly, may I urge the M i nister, M r. Speaker, because 
it  is his responsibi l ity in the f inal  analysis to i nstruct 
the Manitoba Health Services Commission forthwith 
to make a counter-proposal on the fee schedu le  to the 
MMA in keeping with the clause in the existi ng  con
tract. One may argue that is merely semantics because 
the 30 days have passed. Wel l I would accept that 
criticism, M r. Speaker, but semantics or  no, I th ink  it  is 
val uable to make every effort to undertake every i nitia
tive to resolve this situation before it worsens. I very 
strongly u rge the M i n ister to i nstruct the Manitoba 
Health Services Commission so to do so that, in fact, 
negotiations and proposal and counterproposal, as 
an exercise in a mechanism prescribed under the 
existing agreement, exist de facto. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member  of Com
m u n ity Services. 
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HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): Mr. 
Speaker, with leave I beg to Table the Annual Report 
of the Man i toba Telephone System for the fiscal year 
ended March 31 , 1 981 . Further, I am advised that 
copies of this report have been d istributed to the 
Members of the Legislative Assembly in October, 
1 98 1 . 

MR. SPEAKER: N otices of Motion . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

MR. PENNER i ntroduced B i l l  No. 3, an Act to amend 
An Act Respect ing the Operation of Sect ion 23 of The 
Manitoba Act i n  Regard to Statutes. Loi m od if iant la 
Loi  sur  ! 'appl icat ion de ! 'article 23 de l'Acte d u  Mani
toba aux textes legislatifs. 

MR. PENNER i n troduced B i l l  No. 4, an Act to amend 
The Garage Keepers Act. 

HON. EUGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks) i n troduced 
B i l l  No. 7 ,  An Act to amend The Arts Counc i l  Act. 
(Recommended by the Honou rable, the Admin istra
tor of the Provi nce of Manitoba): and B i l l  No.  9, An 
Act to  amend The Insurance Act. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral Q uestions,  may 
I d i rect the attention of the Honourable Members to 
the Gal lery where, in the Speaker's Gal lery, we are 
honoured to have with us the Speaker of the O ntario 
Leg islature accompanied by Mr. Bob F leming ,  the 
D i rector of Admin istrat ion,  and Mr. Tom M itchenson. 

On behalf of all the mem bers I bid you welcome this 
afternoon. 

Also in the Gal lery, we have a g roup of students 
from R osenort Col legiate, 21 students of G rade 1 1  
stand i n g  u nder the d i rection of Mr .  Bjarnson. This 
school is  from the constituency of the Honourable 
Member for M orris. 

We have a group of 1 2  students in G rades 7 ,  8 and 9 
from Glenboro School u nder the d i rectio n  of M r. H ud
son. This school is  in the constituency of the Honour
able Member  for G ladstone. 

There are 26 students from M u rdoch McKay Col le
giate under  the d i rection  of M r. Schroeder. This 
school  is  in  the constituency of the Honourable M i n is
ter of Energy and M ines. 

On behalf of all the members I welcome you this 
afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. G. W .J. (Gerry) Mercier, (St. Norbert): M r .  
Speaker, I have some questions f o r  the Honou rable 
M i n ister of U rban Affairs. Can the M i n ister confirm 
that the Province of Manitoba is  the i mplementing 
j u risdiction u nder the Core Area In itiative for the 
Logan Industrial Park? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister for U rban 
Affairs. 
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MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, i n  response to the ques
t ion,  the Province of Manitoba is the i mplementing 
j urisdiction on  behalf of the three parties to the Core 
Area In itiative Agreement with respect to the expro
priation of land for the Logan Avenue Ind u strial Park. 

MR. MERCIER: Can the M i n ister confirm whether or 
n ot the P rovincial  Government is  fund ing  a citizens 
group in the Logan area to make a presentation  to 
M rs. Shapiro's i nq u i ry i n to the expropriation and i f  so, 
in what amount? 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. S peaker, this g overnment on 
being  sworn in to office, was made aware of the fact 
that expropriations were proceedi n g  in the Logan 
Avenue area with respect to the Logan Avenue Indus
trial Park, and we had been in formed that the previous 
government had waived the r ight of i n q u i ry u nder The 
Expropriation Act sometime last fal l .  On receiving this 
i nformation  i t  was felt that one of the aims of the Core 
Area In itiatives was to a l low the citizens of the core 
area of W i n ni peg to have a say in what would happen 
to their area. As a resu l t  of this in formation,  the 
government appointed a Commission of Inq u i ry under  
The Inq u i ry Act to d o  what shou ld  have been done 
under  The Expro priation  Act, and to that end the 
Government of Man itoba is  g iv ing funds to the Logan 
Comm u n ity Committee in the neighbourhood of 
approxi mately $39,000 in order to make meaningfu l  
representation to  the Commission of  Inqu i ry so that 
the cit izens of the area w i l l  have the opportun i ty of 
having their say in the plans for that area. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, can the Honourable 
M i n i ster i nform the H ouse whether or  not i nd iv iduals 
who are bei n g  expropriated are receiving a form of 
salary or wages from this fund? 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. S peaker, the g rant was made 
payable to the Logan Avenue C o m m u nity Committee, 
i n  trust, I believe, and i t  was u p  to that group of citizens 
and their elected officials to spend the money as they 
saw fit in order to make adequate representation to 
the i nqu i ry. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, in view of the fact that 
apparently there is  to be no accountabi l i ty for the 
fu nds, can the M i n ister advise whether o r  not this 
g rant is  being cost-shared with the City of Winn ipeg 
and Federal Government u nder the Core Area In itia
tive Program, or  is  i t  a u n i lateral action  on  the part of 
the province? 

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, as I i nd icated ear l ier i n  
response t o  the f i rst q uestion ,  the Province o f  Mani
toba is the i mplementing j urisdict ion with respect to 
the expropriations on  behalf  of the three levels of 
government and as such, the costs of the assistance to 
the citizens of the area is bein g  charged against the 
expropriation.  

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, could the M i n ister con
f irm that he refused to al low h is  Deputy M i n i ster, M r. 
Sanders i n  U rban Affairs staf,f to make a p ubl ic  pres
entation before the i nq u i ry ,  and instead has cast a l l  
the burden of  making the presentation upon the City 
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of Winnipeg, its administration and its elected officials. 

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, i n  response to the q ues
tion, I made representation as the fi rst person to the 
Commission of Inq u i ry last Monday even ing and 
made a statement to the Commission of Inqu iry which 
I am prepared to table for the i nformation of the 
members opposite. The Deputy Min ister of U rban 
Affairs has made a submission that has been tabled 
with the Commission of Inqu i ry, givi ng  the objectives 
of the expropriati ng  authority and I am prepared to 
table a copy of that for the mem bers opposite and for 
the H ouse. The Deputy M i n ister of U rban Affairs on  
behalf of  the  Province of  Manitoba wi l l  be  maki ng  
representations to  the Commission of  Inquiry; I believe, 
it may be as early as ton i g ht, it was scheduled for 
Tuesday n ight  but he was not able to appear because 
of other witnesses. The City of Winnipeg was asked by 
the Commission of Inqu i ry to be the fi rst agency to 
provide i nformation to the Commission of Inqu i ry and 
the Deputy M i nister of U rban Affairs and the Govern
ment of Manitoba be the second party to provide 
i nformation to the Commission of Inqu i ry. 

I have indicated i n  my presentation to the Commis
sioner that the province is prepared to co-operate i n  
a n y  fashion a s  need b e  a n d  a s  req uested by the Com
mission i nqu i ry ,  i n  order to carry out her work to br ing 
recommendations for it to the Province of Manitoba 
which w i l l  be discussed with the other two levels of 
government once they are made. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr.  Speaker, can the M in ister advise 
this House how he hopes to attract private sector to 
not on ly the Logan area development, to the whole 
Core Area Program when he has u ndermined its 
whole credib i l ity on its first major project by abandon
ing the whole operation to the City of Winn ipeg? 

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr.  Speaker, the Core Area Initiative 
Agreement as I understand it, is to provide for major  
renewal of  the  core area of  the  City of Winn ipeg, to 
attract new i ndustries, to present a better c l imate for 
citizens  to work and to l ive i n  the core area of Win
nipeg, and we are certain ly co-operating with al l  levels 
of government to achieve those aims. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr.  Speaker, can the M i n ister advise 
the H ouse when he wi l l  f ind the time to meet with the 
Mayor and M r. Axworthy to appoint a general man
ager so that the plan can get u nder way? 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, I am able and wi l l ing to 
meet with the Mayor and the Federal M i n ister at any 
time. I have met with them on a conti n ual basis at least 
o nce a week since assu ming  office. I met with the 
Mayor and a representative of the M i n ister a week ago 
last Friday, and spent some 10 hours i nterviewing 
candidates for  the Core Area Manager outside of  the 
time I had to come back i nto the House. I then again 
met with the Mayor and a representative of the Federal 
Government last Monday to review the appl icants 
again for the core area manager, and I have agreed 
aga in ,  on  request of the Mayor, to meet next Friday I 
bel ieve, to again review the Core Area Manager. I am 
prepared to meet at any time to select a Core Area 
Manager. M r. S peaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member  for La 
Verendrye: 

MR. ROBERT (BOB) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Thank 
you, M r. Speaker, I d i rect my question  to the F irst 
M i n ister and would ask the M i n ister to i nform the 
House whether or  n ot his Legislative Assistant is act
ing on behalf of some of the people in the Logan area 
expropriation. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i nister. 

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY, Premier, (Selkirk): Mr.  
Speaker, I u nderstand that M r. Corr in  is,  i n  h is  legal 
capacity, acti ng  on  behalf of some of the property 
owners i n  the Logan Industrial Park area. 

MR. BAN MAN: A q uestion ,  M r. Speaker, to the M i n is
ter of U rban Affairs. I wonder if the M i n ister cou ld 
i nform the H ouse whether or  not the Premier's Legis
lative Assistant has access to fi les i n  his Department? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of U rban 
Affairs. 

MR. KOSTYRA: No, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. BAN MAN: M r. Speaker, in l ight  of the M i n ister of 
Government Services absence, who is responsible i n  
the Manitoba Government with regard t o  land acquis
tion, I wonder if the F i rst M i n ister could i nform the 
House whether or  not his Legislative Assistant has 
access to files withi n  the Department of Government 
Services, namely,  the Land Acquistion Branch? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First M i n ister. 

MR. PAWLEY: No,  Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, I d irect a 
q u estion to the Honourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. It has been brought to light today, by 
senior members of h is staff, that s ignificant poaching 
and bootleg trading and sel l i ng of commercial f ish is  
takin g  place i n  the province, and my d i rect q uestion to 
the Honourable M i nister is - the report referred to 
this morn ing was a specific report - would it  be his 
intention to make that report p ubl ic? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. ALVIN H. MACKLING, Minister of Natural 
Resource (St. James): M r. Speaker, I u nderstand the 
poaching of fish was going on  d u ring the term of the 
previous ad ministration and that some i nvestigation 
has been made of this and the investigation is ongoing.  

MR. ENNS: M r. Speaker, let me then assure the hon
ourable member that poaching of game and the i l legal 
sale of f ish has been going on  si nce game have been 
caught and since fish have been caught i n  this pro
vince. It's a question of its sign ificance and what this 
M i n ister, who is now responsible, is doing about it. 



The q uestion  is ,  w i l l  the report that has been referred 
to in the media be made publ ic? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, I thought if the h on
ourable member was l isten ing he would have heard 
my answer. I said the i nvestigation is  ongoing and at 
this stage the report will not be made publ ic .  

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, I d id  not get the answer. I 
was askin g  about whether a report, whenever it is  
avai lable, w i l l  i t  be made pub l ic, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, there's no q u estion 
that once the i nvest igation  has been concluded and 
we decide whether or not either cri m inal proceedings 
are warranted, or whatever, then the report would be 
made publ ic .  

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Min
ister for that answer. Mr. Speaker, would he perhaps 
also assu re the many h u n d reds of thousands of 
serious and dedicated Manitobans, who are con
cerned about the welfare of the game, that he wil l  not 
use his inf luence, as he suggested i t  m ight have been 
used on another occas ion  in the early 70s when cattle 
rust l i ng  was a part icu lar p roblem to the catt lemen, 
and he espoused that rather in formal and u nique pol
icy that perhaps the first one should be on the h ouse; 
would he i n dicate some support for his law enforce
ment officers, game wardens, that he i ntends to use 
his office i n  a d i l igent, responsible manner i n  reducing 
the amount  of  poach ing  that  is  go ing  on  i n  Man itoba? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, I l ike the tone of the 
honourable member's q uest ion.  H e  wants to d raw 
some f i re and I choose n ot to lower myself to the level 
in which he asked the q uest ion .  I wou ld j ust l ike to 
i nd icate to the H ouse -( I nterject ion)- You know, I 
was always told by people that good th ings come i n  
smal l  packages and i f  w e  want t o  compare stature I 
certa in ly  would not d raw any reference to the Leader 
of the O pposition but I wou ld th ink that you r  remarks 
might be better d i rected towards your Leader. 

H owever, i n  answer to your q uest ion,  certa in ly 
there was as m uch rust l i ng  took p lace under  my hon
ourable fr iend opposite as ever went o n  i n  Man itoba 
before, and we are sti l l  concerned with that issue and I 
hope that we' l l  have even greater success i n  add ress
ing  that problem than my honourable friends d id .  

MR. ENNS: I have n o  fu rther questions but I r ise on  a 
matter of personal privi lege. I appeal to you,  what ha ir  
sh i rt, what sack of ashen c lothes do I have to don 
before I can ask s imple q uest ions of th is H ouse with
out bei n g  accused of bei ng  mean and d i rty and nasty. 
I'm honestly and genu inely try ing  to be a Mr. N ice G uy 
for a change and I need some co-operation.  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder, p lease. I d ou bt the honour
able member had a matter of pr iv i lege for the House.  

The Honourable Mem ber  for Tuxedo. 

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): Thank ·yo u ,  Mr.  
Speaker, my question is  for the M i n ister of Education .  
I wonder if the  Min ister cou ld  confirm that the  i ncrease 
of $46.5 m i l l io n  she announced yesterday, i n  her Edu-
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cation Fi nance Program, was only the amount requ i red 
by Statute under the legislation and reg ulations of the 
Education Support Program passed by the previous 
Provincial Government? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  of 
Education .  

HON. MAUREEN HEMPHILL, Minister of  Education 
(Logan): I am g lad to be able to i nform the H ouse that 
the $469 mi l l ion  annou nced that we have put in an 
addit ional $12.2 m i l l i on  other than that requ i red u nder 
the leg islation that they broug ht i nto bei ng. We d id  
that for  the  purpose of  meet ing the deficiencies that 
were in place with the existi ng  program, and that was 
the i neq u ities and the disparities caused by d isadvan
taged Divisions. 

We brou g ht in a special  p rogram; we put in extra 
money. 

MR. FILMON: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, i f  the Min ister 
can i nform us  whether or  not a port ion of the $ 1 2.4 
m i l l ion  in supplemental g rants, which she's j ust 
referred to, is derived from the Foundation Levy por
tion of the property taxes throughout the provi nce? 

MRS. HEMPHILL: A port ion of the money, the deriva
t ion of the $ 1 2 .2  m i l l ion ,  is coming  from the Educat ion 
S upport Levy, Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. FILMON: So, Mr. Speaker, it's not really $ 1 2.4 
m i l l ion  addit ional of d i rect provincial fund ing  then. 
Wel l ,  i n  that case, Mr. S peaker, can the Min ister i nd i
cate whether or not it is her i ntention to increase the 
Foundation Levy mi l l  rates throughout the Province 
this year? 

MRS. HEMPHILL: It has not been f inal ly determ ined 
and, the in formation that he is  aski ng  for, the Pub l ic 
Schools Finance Board w i l l  be comm u nicat ing  with 
the m u n ic ipal ities by the March 1 5th deadl i ne  and he 
wi l l  have that in formation at that t ime. 

MR. FILMON: Mr. Speaker, I wonder, i n  v iew of the 
fact that last year only 5 out of the 57 school d ivisions 
in the province were requ i red to have an  increase i n  
their Special P roperty Tax Mi l l  Rate for school p u r
poses, how many school d iv is ions does the Min ister 
expect w i l l  have an  i ncrease in property tax m i l l  rates 
as a resu lt of her new program? 

MRS. HEMPHILL: That in formation is  not avai lable 
s i nce the budgets have n ot been f ina l ized yet by the 
School D ivisions, so that in formation wi l l  be com i n g  
o u t  i n  a week or  two also. What I can tel l  y o u  is  that we 
are absolutely certa in  t hat the i mpact of the new pro
g ram m oney that we have put i nto place is  go ing to 
reduce the mi l l  rate impact on  the most needy d ivisions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber  for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, to the Min ister of Educa
t ion ,  I wonder i f  she could i nform me whether or not 
she is satisfied that the Consumer Price I ndex formu la  
used to calculate the  increase i n  education f inancing 



Thursday, 4 March, 1 982 

which she announced yesterday accurately reflects 
the i ncrease in operat ing costs at schools which she 
est imated range from some $2, 1 00 per pup i l  to $3,200 
per pupi l .  

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker, I do not bel ieve that 
the Consumer Price I ndex alone is  an  adequate 
amount of money to make up for the i ncreased cost. I 
w i l l  say though that the f igure we are us ing for the 
Consu mer Price I ndex is  the Canadian f igure, not the 
Man itoba f igure, and that g ives them an addit ional 2 
percent there, so we are g iv ing addit ional leeway 
there. But apart from that we are recogniz ing that it 
does not q u ite make u p  for all of their  i ncreased costs, 
and we have i ncreased the exist ing  g rants in areas 
where we have been told the needs are the g reatest. 
And th is i nformation came from superintendents, 
from school trustees, from pr incipals; everybody 
agreed to the same th ing :  they needed i ncreased 
money in transportation, they needed increased money 
for books and because the needs at the i nd ividual 
school d iv is ions vary, we increased the basic operat
ing  g rant $1 0.000, which means for every additional 50 
students they have, they get an additional $ 1 0,000.00. 
That they can apply to the areas where the needs are 
the g reatest. 

I t's  a four-poi nt package, Mr. Speaker, and it's the 
combi nat ion of the Consu mer P rice I ndex, the 
increases o n  the existin g  components with i n  the pro
gram, the addit ional money put in to the hands of the 
school d ivisions that need it the most through the 
supplement program,  and the money that is  going i n  
to he lp  t hose also who need help the most - smal l  
schools - that g ives us  the package that is  go ing  to 
give them the help that they need. 

MR. MERCIER: I thank the Min ister very m uch ,  Mr. 
S peaker, for that thorough answer. Cou ld  she i nform 
the H ouse whether or  not the i ncreases in education 
f inancing inc lude any increases in the per-student  
grant for  i n dependent schools? 

MRS. HEMPHILL: No,  i t  wil l  not, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. MERCIER: I have one fu rther supplemental 
q uest ion ,  Mr. S peaker, which I al most hesitate to ask 
in view of the applause that the previous answer 
received on the other side of the House. However, I 
would ask the Min ister, Mr. S peaker, whether she is  
p repared to g ive an  u n dertak ing to the H ouse to 
review the fund ing  of i ndependent schools in order to 
provide a fai r  increase in the per-student g rant to them 
and to review putt ing  the whole fund ing  of i ndepen
dent schools also on  a formu la  basis which would 
reflect the increase i n  cost of l iv ing .  

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr.  Speaker, I would l ike to i nform 
the H ouse that, as you have probably heard, we are 
undertaki ng  a major educational f inance review and 
a l l  components of ed ucation  f i nance wil l  be consi
dered d u ring  that review. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Portage 
la Prairie. 

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Thank you, 
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Mr. Speaker, I have a question t o  the Min ister of 
Commun ity Services and Corrections. N otwithstand
i n g  the Minister's comments yesterday with respect to 
the p roposed recreational swi m m i n g  com plex at the 
Man itoba School for Retardates in Portage la Prairie, 
can the Mi n ister assure this House that no decision 
has been made up to this point to alter the design of 
that project? 

MR. EVANS: Well ,  Mr. Speaker, as I i n dicated yester
day the ent ire matter is under  review so that should 
g ive the honourable member  the answer to th is ques
t ion as well. 

MR. HYDE: Wel l ,  Mr. S peaker, I d on't know whether 
that does g ive me the answer that I 'm looking for. 
H owever, I have a supplementary question to the 
same Min ister. Can the Minister tel l  this House whether 
any officials or  bu i ld ing  contractors in Portage have 
been advised by his department or  by Government 
Services that the design is  to be changed? 

MR. EVANS: Well ,  Mr. Speaker, I think the precedi n g  
answer should also apply but let me take t h i s  matter as 
n otice - ( I nterjection)- the member asked some 
detai ls  and I - ( I nterjection)- would suggest that I ' l l  
take this as notice and advise the member. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber  for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker, my ques
t ion is  to the Honourable Mi n ister of C o m m un ity Ser
vices and Corrections. Cou ld  the Min ister tel l  th is 
H ouse what the average wait ing  t ime is  for prospec
tive adoptive parents in Man itoba to receive a ch i ld  for 
adoption? Would i t  be about two years? 

MR. EVANS: Well ,  again ,  Mr. Speaker, to answer the 
honourable member  precisely, I 'd  have to check i nto 
that matter and, i n deed, I w i l l. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. G iven the 
fact that i f  the Min ister checks his records, I th ink he 
wi l l  conf irm that it's roughly in  the neighbourhood of 
24 months or  s l ightly more than 24 months, and would 
the Mi n ister also confirm that the waitin g  l ist for adop
tion is  fairly extensive in the provi nce? Would i t  be fair 
to say that the waiting  l ist comprised of prospective 
adoptive parents is  substantial? 

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, I have a suspicion 
that the Honourable Member for Fort Garry has a 
fai rly good feel for this part icu lar subject having  been 
previously responsible in this part icular area. But  
aga in  I w i l l  take that as  notice and assure myself and 
the members of  the  H ouse of  the  facts. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the Min is
ter's efforts in this respect but in view of the fact that 
there's no specific answer at the moment, and pro
ceedi n g  on  the basis that the waiti ng  l ist is  substantial 
and I think that i nvestigation wil l  bear that out, can the 
Min ister of Commu n ity Services and Corrections 
advise this House why it is that the provincial Ch i ld  
Welfare Service is  promot ing the  export of parentless 
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Manitoba Native ch i ldren out of province and out of 
state over the prospective adoptive parents who are 
assem bled on  the waiti ng  l ist and desirous of adopt
i n g  Manitoba ch i ld ren ,  regardless of the fact that 
some of these are ch i ld ren who could be put in the 
category of special-needs ch i ldren. 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I can advise the honour
able member that the procedures fol l owed by the 
appropriate officials in the Department of Commun ity 
Services are virtual ly the same, thus far at least. as 
those fol lowed when the honourable members oppo
site were the Govern ment of Manitoba. There's real ly 
been no change in these procedures. 

With regard to the problem that the member al l uded 
to, the question of ch i ldren being placed for adopt ion 
out of the Province of Manitoba, I can advise that there 
is  a lengthy process that is  u ndertaken. A very g reat 
effort is  made, I ' m  advised, to place people i n  homes 
of Manitobans and, fa i l i n g  that, in other homes in the 
rest of Canada; the very last resort, as I bel ieve the 
Honourable Mem ber  for Fort Garry woul d  appreciate, 
the very last resort is  a placement in a home outside of 
the country. I m i g ht add that the people that are 
placed outside of Man itoba are often in groups of two 
or three; they're ch i ldren  that come from broken 
homes and are often g roups of two or  three, some
t imes fou r  ch i ldre n .  Very often they have addit ional 
problems such as physical problems, perhaps prob
lems of mental retardation, other d ifficulties. I t's on ly  
when they cannot be p laced anywhere i n  Manitoba or  
where there's n o  suitable home i n  the rest of Canada, 
I 'm advised, that then a home outside of Canada is 
considered. 

MR. SHERMAN: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, is the Honourable 
Mi n ister say ing  that the several dozen Man itoba 
I nd ian and Metis ch i ld ren  that were exported to a 
private adoption agency i n  New O rleans i n  the course 
of the past year were a l l  ch i ldren  that could not be 
placed in Man itoba homes; that had special needs that 
cou ld  not be accom modated i n  Man i to ba? T hat 
appears to be what he is  say ing  in h i s  answer. 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker. we are looking at the whole 
procedure. I repeat. The procedu re followed, as I 
u n derstand it, it's the same one that's been fol lowed 
for some t ime. I m ight remind the honourable member 
that various efforts are made to advise people i n  Mani
toba of ch i ldren  that are avai lable for adopt ion;  i f  the 
part icu lar  agency cannot f ind a home with i n  its own 
resources the chi ld is  l isted in the Manitoba Adoption 
B u l let i n  which is  p u bl ished by the Ch i ld Welfare 
D irectorate twice a month .  I might  also add t hat if this 
is  u nsuccessfu l  then,  throug h  the courtesy of the 
newspapers of Manitoba, an  ad is  placed with no 
charge it's called A Ch i ld  Who Waits - which has 
wide c i rculation throughout the province, again advis
ing Manitobans of the avai lab i l ity of certain ch i ldren. I 
m ight add that th is i nformation is made avai lable to 
various reserves inc lud ing the Dacotah-Ojibway Ch i ld  
and Fam i ly Service Agency and the Southeast T ri bal 
Counc i l .  I n  other words, there's a large extensive 
effort made. I repeat this is  a procedu re that has been 
in practice for some years. 
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MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, w i l l  the Min ister res
c ind or has the Min ister rescinded a letter from a Mr. 
R ichard Zei l inger of the U nited States sol ic it ing Man i 
toba Native ch i ldren,  wh ich  is  not  i n  conformity with 
practice in previous years but appears to be reflective 
or representative of a somewhat new approach and a 
somewhat new pol icy, has the Mi n ister rescinded that 
letter which appeared in the Manitoba Adoption B u l
leti n ,  or w i l l  he resc ind that letter and ensure that 
social service agencies in this province are not soli
c ited by means of that letter to transfer Manitoba 
ch i ldren to points in the U nited States? 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I 'm not q u ite sure w hether 
the honourable member's suggestion is  one that is  
appropriate. I don't know exactly what he means by 
resc ind ing  but I would l ike to repeat that we're review
i n g  the matter and when a pol icy decision is  made it 
w i l l  be announced i n  due course. 

MR. SHERMAN: Well ,  Mr. Speaker, w i l l  the Min ister 
u ndertake to advise those social service agencies i n  
t h e  Prov ince o f  Man itoba - a n d  he's g o t  a l ist o f  them 
- who receive the Manitoba Adoption B u lletin and 
who got a b u l let i n  that contained a letter from an 
agency i n  the U n ited States urg ing them to make 
avai lab le Man itoba N at ive c h i l d re n  for adopt ion 
through that agency in  the U nited States, w i l l  the 
Min ister contact those socia l  services agencies and 
s imply tel l  them that that letter is  not consistent with 
the pol icy of h is  department and that i t  is  to be 
i gnored? 

MR. EVANS: As I said,  we're look ing  i nto the matter 
and we wi l l  make a decision on th is in due course. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  Me m b e r  f o r  
Thompson. 

MR. STEVE ASHTON (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a q uest ion for the M i nister of Energy and Mines. 
My question i s  in regard to the review of the proposed 
a luminum smelter which has been u ndertaken between 
the P rovi nce of Manitoba and Alcan. I 'm j ust wonder
ing i f  the q uest ion of location w i l l  be raised in that 
review? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Energy 
and Mines.  

HON. WILSON PARASIUK, Minister of Energy and 
Mines (Transcona): Mr. Speaker, the jo int  review i s  
u nder way and the question of site selection is  o n e  o f  
t h e  matters being looked i nto. 

MR. ASHTON: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. I n  
view of the fact that Thom pson has a n um ber  of eco
nomic, geographical and environmental advantages 
as a possible site for industry such as a l u m i n u m  smel
ters; in view of the fact that we have accessed land 
water of Hydro and p lenty of space in the C ity of 
Thompson, I was wondering if the m i ni ster could i nd i
cate whether the City of Thompson w i l l  be one of the 
locations which wi l l  be raised in the d iscussions with 
Alcan A lum inum? 



Thursday, 4 March, 1 982 

MR. PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, we are going to be ask
i n g  Al can to tell us  about all the sites they have l ooked 
at and we are go ing  to be ask ing  them, as well. to look 
at a n u m ber  of sites which we're aski n g  people with in  
the various departments of Man itoba to come out with 
as possi ble sites for an a lum inum smelter, which 
would dampen any possib le environmental i mpacts 
and I would assume that in that cou rse Thompson 
would be one of the sites that is  being put forward for 
consideration and d iscussion. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan 
River. 

MR. DOUG GOURLAY (Swan River): I have a ques
t ion to the Min ister of Natural Resources. Recently I 
have received a n u m ber of enqu i ries from people west 
of The Pas i nd icat ing the re-occu rr ing dead fish prob
lem in the B i rch R iver-Bracken Dam-Carrot River 
areas and I th ink  mem bers who were in the H ouse last 
year wi l l  recall that the Member for The Pas had 
brought this question up a n um ber  of t imes last year, 
I 'm wondering i f  the Mi n ister can advise as to what 
in formation he has with respect to this problem and 
what h is  staff are doing about i t? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Natural 
Resources. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker. that's the second fishy 
question from across the way and I d on't th ink  they're 
f ishing in troubled waters because those waters have 
existed for some t ime. I don 't th ink  there's been any 
change brought about by my staff in any arrange
ments in respect to that system .  However, i f  the hon
ourable member is  suggest ing that the system that 
they had under  their  admi n istrat ion lacks someth ing  I 
wi l l  certain ly look i nto it. 

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Speaker, I don't th ink  that the 
Mi n ister got the point  of my question. I have asked the 
Min ister to report to the H ouse if, in fact, there is a lot 
of dead f ish as a resu l t  of go ing  up the B i rch  R iver and 
gett ing trapped i n  some of the smal ler c reeks and 
rivers in  the Saskram area. This  apparently has hap
pened a n u m ber of years in  the past, is  it in  fact aCtu
al ly happen ing  at the present t ime, how bad is  i t  and 
what is h is  staff do ing about it? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, I have been gett ing a 
lot of g ratuitous advice from that side of the House but 
I would l ike to i nform the H ouse that that q uest ion had 
already been put to me by the Honourable Member for 
The Pas and I ind icated to h im that I would look i nto 
that matter and I will i nform the House. 

MR. GOURLAY: Thank you very m uch for that answer. 
I was n ot aware that q uest ion  had been broug ht up .  I 
would l i ke to d irect a q uestion to the Min ister of 
N orthern Affairs. I was pleased to hear h i m  remark 
yesterday that negotiations were going on  very well i n  
the new Northlands Agreement between the federal 
people and the provin cial  people. I wonder if he can 
advise the H ouse as to when the s ign ing of that new 
agreement can take place. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T h e  Honourable Min ister o f  N orthern 
Affairs. 

MR. COWAN: I woul d  l i ke to thank the member for 
that q uest ion.  I t  is  a matter of g reat in terest to al l  
persons who are concerned with northern develop
ment and for that reason I have met with the Honour
able Min ister Pierre De Bane and the Honourable Min
ister Herb G ray over the past n um ber of months for 
the p urpose of d iscussin g  the continuation of the 
N orth lands Agreement. As a result  of ongoing consul
tation which has taken place throughout  the province 
and as a result  of those meet ings, just recently the 
Honourable Mr. G ray and myself d i rected our respec
tive staff to begi n  active and in tensive negotiat ions for 
the p urpose of br ing ing that agreement forward for 
s ign ing  with the least possib le d isrupt ion i n  exist ing  
services and ongo ing programs u nder the N orth lands 
Ag reem nent. So I can i n dicate to the member  at this 
t ime that those negotiations are proceedi n g  and I wi l l  
be provid ing  further in formation to the House as those 
negotiations cont inue along their way. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Mem ber  for Swan 
R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: I would l ike  to thank the Min ister for 
that answer, we woul d  be very i nterested in knowing a 
specific date when that wi l l  be available. A further 
question with respect to the Special ARDA Agreement 
which,  I bel ieve, wi l l  be expir i ng  the end of th is March, 
I ' m  wondering i f  the Min ister can i nform the House as 
to what negotiat ions are go ing  on with respect to a 
new Special ARDA Agreement at this t ime? 

MR. COWAN: Well, to provide a more specif ic answer 
which the Mem ber for Turt le Mountain requested 
from his seat, in respect to the N orth lands Agreement, 
I can on ly  i nd icate to h i m  that the N orthlands Ag ree
ment wi l l  be signed much sooner as a resu l t  of the new 
government bein g  in place than i f  the old g overnment 
had been i n  place. 

I n  respect to the Special ARDA negotiations, I am 
p leased to i nform members of the H ouse that negotia
tions have proceeded very well and I would hope to be 
able to provide a specific answer in regard to when 
that agreement wi l l  be signed i n  the very near future to 
the member. 

MR. GOURLAY: I wonder if the Minister of Northern 
Affiars could indicate whether the new agreement wi l l  
a l low Special ARDA funds to be used for capital con
struction or  i m p rovements on  f ish plants in the north? 

MR. COWAN: As the member, Mr. Speaker, is  aware 
the Special AROA Agreement has been negotiated 
over the past few months and, as part of that process. 
there has been a Special ARDA Committee which has 
been developed and has been meeting;  that Special 
ARDA com m ittee has addressed that issue and made 
certain recommendations to those parties i nvolved i n  
the negotiations a n d  I can assure the member that 
those recom mendations have been taken i nto d ue 
consideration and I wou ld expect to be able to provide 
h i m  with the specific detai ls as to what w i l l  be con
tained in that agreement when we. in fact, are able to 
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i nappropriate, on my part at th is t i me, to d iscuss the 
specific detai ls without al lowi ng the parties most 
i nterested and i nvolved in the negotiations an oppor
tun ity to review them in deta i l .  So, in short, I can 
answer h i m  that I would not rule out that possib i l ity 
and I would hope to be able to d iscuss the matter i n  
more detai l  with h i m  a n d  others I know w h o  are i nter
ested in that Special ARDA Agreement and negotia
tions which are ongoing in the very near future. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for Arthu r. 

MR. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a question for the F irst Min ister. In view of the 
fact that the F i rst Mi n ister promised the agricultural  
people of the P rovince of Man itoba a Beef Income 
Assu rance Program or  a support program, i m m ed iate 
relief to their  i ndustry pr ior  to the election last fal l ,  I 
wonder if he could ind icate to the farm com m un ity 
and the people of Manitoba when that announcement 
wi l l  be made. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, this government has 
been most concerned in respect to the state of the 
beef i n dustry in the Provi nce of Man itoba and i t  is  for 
that reason that my Mi n ister of Agricu lture has been 
meet ing on a cont inuous basis with various beef pro
d ucer organizations and beef producers in Manitoba 
and he has been working with them in order to br ing 
forth proposals and plans i n  order to ensure that there 
is a level of assistance provi ncial ly.  At the same t ime 
that  he has been doing that  he has been makin g  
representations t o  Ottawa for a Beef Stabi l izat ion 
Program and is  st i l l  awaiti ng  some response from 
Ottawa as he works on the prov incial  fron t  as well .  
Specifical ly, my Min ister of Agriculture wil l  be maki ng 
I 'm s u re i n  the not  too d istant fu ture further 
announcements to th is .  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr.  Speaker, I was somewhat con
cerned. I thought probably, in view of the fact that the 
F i rst Min ister had com m itted h i mself, and in fact I 
could ask h i m  the q uest ion;  what is h is  defin it ion of 
i mmediately, because there is a press report out, pr ior 
to the elect ion ,  that i n  fact there would not be any 
dragg ing  of the feet but he wou ld,  i n  fact, i ntroduce a 
program i m m ediately. Is that sometime i n  the next 
month or  two months or  on  u nt i l  a lot more beef 
producers have d isappeared off the scene as far as 
production of beef is  concerned. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, let me assure the hon
ourable member that our defin it ion of immed iately is  
m u ch less t ime spacewise than i ndeed was the defin i
t ion of i mmediately under  the previous government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. O rder, please. The 
t ime for O ral Q uestions has expired. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed Motion by the H on
o u rab le  Mem be r  for T h e  Pas and the p ro posed 
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A m e n d ment  b y  t h e  H o n o u rable Leader o f  the 
Opposition .  

The Honourable Min ister of  Northern Affai rs has 
five m in utes. 

MR. COWAN: You wi l l  recal l ,  Mr. Speaker, that as I 
was concl ud ing  my remarks yesterday afternoon I 
had indicated to the Member for Emerson that I would 
be provid ing  more deta i l  to him i n  respect to h is  ques
t ion on the possib le l ocation of a waste d isposal site i n  
K itson Cou nty b y  the Minnesota G overnment. I can 
i nform him at this t ime that the Minnesota Govern
ment has formed a Min nesota Waste Management 
Board as a resu l t  of their Waste Management Act of 
1 980, and the p urpose of that Board is  to develop a 
hazardous waste management plan for that State. 
They have undertaken two specific objectives in that 
regard. The first is  to l ocate a site for a landfi l l  opera
t ion,  and the second is  to locate a site for a chemical 
p rocess ing  plant. As a result  of that process they have 
selected 20 candidate sites throughout the state. One 
is  in  K itson County and n i ne are i n  the Red R iver 
drainage bas in  area, so those are the ones with which 
th is Provincial  G overnment and the people of th is 
province are most concerned. 

I can i nform h i m  that the one that is being  suggested 
for the K itson Cou nty site is  a landfi l l  operat ion only ,  
and is  not the chemical processi n g  plant,  as wel l  as, 
that bein g  the case in respect to the others in the Red 
R iver d rainage bas in .  There is  no plan for the chemical 
processing plant in the Red R iver d rainage bas in  area 
at this t ime. 

Even although that does al lay fears somewhat, the 
P rovi ncial  Govern ment has been i n  contact with Mr. 
Robert D u n n  who is Chai rperson of the Minnesota 
Waste Management Board over the past n u mber of 
m onths and,  as a resu l t  of that, there was a meetin g  
held i n  m id-December i n  Manitoba between represen
tatives of the Waste Management Board - Mr. D u n n  
h imself being present - a n d  environ mental manage
ment d ivision staff. According  to correspondence 
which Mr. D u n n  forwarded to the F i rst Min ister, after 
that meet ing it was suggested that meet ing resulted i n  
protracted and productive d iscussions, s o  I can assure 
the Mem ber for Emerson that we have d iscussed th is 
i n  detai l ,  and we have advised the Min nesota Waste 
Management Board of our  concerns. We have been 
g iven a commitment as a result  of that meetin g  that 
there wi l l  be contin ued close com m u n icat ion with 
Man i toba's environmental authorites in respect to the 
operation or the possible location of that plant. 

I hope that i n formation is of some value to Mem ber  
for  Emerson ,  and if  he shou ld  have further questions, I 
would i nvite h i m  to either g ive me a cal l  or to maybe 
step over after my speech and I can g o  over some of 
the details with h i m  if he's i nterested. 

The reason I welcome that i nterest on the part of the 
Mem ber for Emerson ,  o n  the part of a l l  the members in 
the Chambers, is  that we, too, are going to be faced 
with that sort of a process in the near future, because 
there are hazardous wastes. There are more and more 
hazardous wastes being generated, and as a Provin
cial Govern ment, we are going to have to develop a 
comprehensive hazardous waste management p lan.  
So we are going to look forward not on ly to the i nter
est and respect of the K itson County proposal but ,  as 
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well, in respect to any hazardous waste management 
plans which we may develop. 

N ow I want to g ive this commitment at this t ime, 
because th is is an extremely i mportant area and an 
area of great concern to many Manitobans. That 
com m itment is  we wil l  cond uct that program, that 
process, i n  the open and with an ongoing and conti n u
ing  d ialogue with the people of this province to ensure 
that their concerns are taken i nto consideration, and 
to ensure that, in  fact, the development of that p lan 
w i l l  be done so in  the best in terests of  not  only the 
whole province but i n  the best i nterests of those i ndi
v iduals who may be l ocated in c lose p rox imity, if that 
is  the case, of any such hazardous waste management 
site. 

So that is  an issue that was addressed in the Throne 
Speech and one which I wanted to clarify at this t ime.  
There were other issues respect ing acid rai n  and 
some other environmental concerns which we wi l l  
address over the next few months and,  i ndeed, over 
the next few years. I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this 
opportun ity to have provided that bit of in formation to 
the Member for Emerson. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
G ladstone. 

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): Mr.  
Speaker, thank you for  the privi lege of address ing th is 
Assem bly. I would,  before commenci ng my remarks, 
l ike to con g ratu late you, Mr. S peaker, on your  
appointment, and I woul d  a lso to congratu late al l  the 
Members of this H ouse from both s ides on  their elec
tion to this Assembly. 

At th is t ime, I would also l ike to pay tr ibute to Mr. 
J i m  Ferguson, the former Mem ber for G ladstone, for 
his faithfu l  representation in this H ouse. H e  left the 
constituency in good order I am happy to say, and i t  
wi l l  not be easy to f i l l  h is shoes. 

I n  th is, my i n it ial address to this H ouse I w i l l  not on ly 
be i ntroducing myself to you,  but I w i l l  a lso be in tro
duc ing  to you the Constituency of G ladsone as it now 
stands after redistribution. 

Of myself, I wi l l  say l ittle, except I br ing to this 
House a sincere desire to serve the people of G lad
stone Constituency and the people of Manitoba. If my 
desire to serve my constituents br ings me i nto confl ict 
with the present Government, so be it. 

The Constituency of G ladstone as i t  now stands, 
emcompasses most of the old constituency p lus part 
of R ock Lake, Souris-Ki l larney and Portage. With 
these new boundaries, the constituency covers a 
large expanse of farmland, parkland, towns, v i l lages 
and hamlets, beg i n n i n g  in the centre of southern 
Man itoba and stretc h i ng north to Lang ruth on  the 
shores of Lake Man itoba. I t  covers seven m u nic ipali
ties, and takes in the major trading centres of the 
Town of G ladsone, the V i l lage of MacGregor, the 
Town of Carberry, the V i l lage of Glenboro and the 
V i l lage of Treherne, as well as n u merous u n incorpo
rated centres. Therefore I am vital ly interested in smal l  
com m u n ities and their growth and development. 

The constituency i nc ludes a wide range of soi l  
types suitable for g rowing a wide variety of crops and 
suitable for l ivestock operations of considerable size 
and variety. Therefore, I am vital ly i nterested i n  g ra in  
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prices, the  l ivestock ind ustry, the  C row rate and other 
matters perta in i ng, in fact, a l l  matters pertain i ng to 
agricultu re. 

Stradd l l i ng  the southern part of the constituency is 
a large tract of so-cal led marg ina l  land which contains 
the Spruce Woods Provincial Forest and the Spruce 
Woods P rovincial Park. One of the citizens who 
worked very hard to promote the creation of that park 
often remarks that there is  no marg i nal  land.  All land is 
good for someth ing .  This  park has certa in ly proved 
h i m  r ight, as cit izens from the i m m ediate area and 
f rom a l l  parts of  Man itoba and beyond enjoy camping, 
desert h ik ing and beach fac i l i ties i n  the summer, and 
ski ing,  snowmobi l ing,  h iking, skat ing and cur l ing 
faci l ities in  the winter. H ow wise we Man itobans are, 
now that we have decided to enjoy Man itoba winters, 
n ot merely endure them. This park has truly become 
one of the p laygrounds of Manitoba. Properly main
tained and husbanded, this fragi le, sandy so-called 
margina l  land can serve us  well for many, many 
decades to come. 

Further to the north in what is  probably the geogra
phic centre of the constituen cy, is  the Man itoba Agri
cu l tural Museum at Austin. This large and expand ing  
faci l ity is  a fitti ng  tr ibute to  the  pioneers who bu i lt th is 
f ine province, who worked the land and bu i l t  the agri
culture heritage to what it i s  today. I f  you wish to catch 
the spir it of early Manitoba, be sure to attend the 
Threshermen's Reunion held annual ly at the m useum. 
Last year approximately 40,000 people attended the 
reu nion and a fu rther 4,000 visited the m useum d u ri n g  
t h e  year. The Board o f  D i rectors of t h i s  f i n e  fac i l ity are 
to be congratulated for their work in preserv ing the 
h istory of Manitoba. 

Austin, of course, is  not alone in working to pre
serve the history of Manitoba. Most of the centres i n  
the constituency have or  are p lann ing t o  c reate muse
ums and compi le books of local h istory to keep per
manent records of their past. Many of the commun i
ties i n  the  constituency have celebrated or  about to  
celebrate the i r  1 00th b i rthdays. The Town of G lad
stone recently held a very successful cente n n ial con
cert and dance to kick off their  centennial  celebra
t ions for th is year. Other commun ities such as 
Rathwell, Ho l land, Carberry and McG regor are busy 
plann i ng homecoming weeks and various other events 
to celebrate the fact that their  com m u nity is  1 00 years 
old th is year or next, a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the past as we look forward to the future. 

I n  the last couple of m onths I 've had the privi lege of 
attend ing  several Agr icu ltu ral Society meet ings  
throughout the  constituency, at  wh ich  Century Farm 
Awards were presented. These have been very i nter
est ing even i ngs. It has been fascinat ing  to hear the 
h istory of some of the province's farms and to learn of 
the hard work that went i nto their creat ion.  Tru ly our 
p ioneers were of sturdy stock, or  the farms and com
m u n ities we know today would not be i n  existence. 
Sturdy stock it took to found this province and to br ing 
it to the productivity of today. The stu rd iness of us,  
their heirs, is going to be sorely tr ied i n  the months 
and the years to come. 

As I l istened with interest to the Throne Speech read 
by Her Honour The Lieutenant-Governor last Thurs
day, it occu rred to me that perhaps the farmers of 
Man itoba should g ive u p  planting wheat, corn, sun-



flowers and such th ings,  and perhaps they should 
p lant  money trees instead. That is what i t 's  go ing to 
take to f i nance the i ntentions of  the present govern
ment. We shall await with in terest, the Budget, which 
w i l l  tel l  us  j ust how many money trees to p lant  and 
how m uch money we wi l l  have to harvest to f inance 
the proposed programs. I n  ti mes when even the 
Leader of our  Federal Government is  tel l i ng  us  to slow 
down our spend ing ,  it seems rather i mprudent to 
i ntroduce programs which wil l  cost the taxpayers 
even more money than they cu rrently cannot afford. 

I was d isappoi nted to hear in the Throne Speech so 
much reference to that which the government i ntends 
to become i nvolved in. To me, it said noth ing to the 
investor wish ing to invest in bus iness in Man itoba, 
and it said nothi n g  to the entrepreneur  wishing to 
expand a small business or  manufactur ing f i rm.  

I t  said noth ing  about real jobs with in our  comm u n i
t ies throug hout the provi nce. It spoke of government 
doing for the people, that which the people with some 
i n itiative would very m uch l i ke to d o  for themselves. 
Give us  the c l imate and we' l l  prov ide the i n itiative to 
continue  the well-bei ng  of this g reat province. Long
term, meani ngfu l  j obs are what we want for our young 
people and others in  a l l  parts of Manitoba, not  patch
work short-term f i l lers, which bri ng  only false hope. 

Much has been made of the fact that there are seven 
women in th is Legislature. It seems extremely sad that 
there should be need to be pleased when there are 7 
out of 57 - not a part icularly g reat record. O ne is  
forced to wonder what we women have been doing 
s ince we gained the r ight to be here. That, we a l l  k now, 
is a long story and a story that I w i l l  not go i n to at this 
t ime. The elect ion of a woman is not new to the Consti
tuency of G ladstone.  Part of the southern area of the 
constituency was very ably represented at one time by 
Thelma Forbes, a former speaker of th is House.  Her 
able representat ion of the area certa in ly hel ped me as 
I campaigned i n  that part of the constituency.  Mrs. 
Carolyn Morrison also ably represented the R u ral 
Constituency of Pembina in the '60s. I n  fact, the Con
servatives have been represented by women at var
ious t imes and from various areas over the years. 

I n  closing I 'd l i ke to thank t he Constituency of G lad
stone for electi ng  me and I wi l l  certain ly try to be 
worthy of the trust they have placed i n  me. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for S pri ng
field.  

MR. ANDY ANSTETT (Springfield): -(l nterject ion)
Mr.  Speaker, with respect to the i n terjection from the 
other side, I 'd  l i ke  to start by say ing  I 'm very happy to 
be back here,  and very happy to be back here in a very 
d ifferent role. It g ives me some p leasure to be here i n  
that role. 

I realize, Mr. Speaker, that one of the members 
opposite may not share that happiness but I 'm sure 
that you,  as S peaker, k n ow that I respect the office of 
the S peaker and the i nstitut ion that th is H ouse is. I 
would l i ke to begi n  by i nd icat ing my respect for you, 
and the choice of th is House to place you in the 
Speaker's Chair, because havin g  worked with you for 
many years and through many Sessions,  I came to 
respect you as a man who not o n ly k new the ru les, but 
had a h igh respect for t he parl iament, the institution 
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that this assembly is, someone who w i l l  do h is  best to 
g uide us i n  our  del iberations. I trust, S i r, that despite 
my former career, I know t hat I w i l l  err and somet imes 
not always do those th i ngs that you would expect 
from me and I trust, S ir ,  that you wi l l  g ive me the 
g uidance that I w i l l  deserve and I w i l l  g ive you my 
prom ise now, that I w i l l  do my best to heed that and 
always speak and act i n  the best i nterests of this 
Assembly and of its traditions. 

I would l ike also, Sir ,  to acknowledge the fact that 
serv ing this Assembly and this province, we have, for 
the f i rst t ime i n  th is province's h istory, a female 
Lieutentant-Governor. I th ink  that says someth ing for 
the com ment the Mem ber for G ladstone just made 
about the prog ress of women in this provi nce, and the 
fact that we no l onger have to make special n ote of the 
fact that there are seven members or  20 members i n  
th is H ouse. B u t  certain ly ,  Man itoba i s  o n ly the second 
p rovince i n  Canada to have a woman as Lieutenant
Governor, and I not on ly welcome her but I wish her 
wel l  i n  her new role .  To date she has not on ly been 
exemplary, but she has shown a g reat deal of abi l ity 
and i ntel l igence in address ing that job. 

I wou l d  l ike also, Mr. Speaker, to con g ratulate the 
new Sergeant-at-Arms and the staff of the Assem bly 
for the tremendous way in which they serve the 
members here. I know that the job of serving members 
in this H ouse cannot always be an  easy one, so I would 
l ike to assure the members of the staff that we have 
their confidence as members and show some respect 
for the service that they provide to us. 

Mr. Speaker, I consider i t  a g reat personal honour to 
serve this H ouse. Although I 've served it in the past i n  
a very d ifferent role,  I recognize that the role o f  a 
member  is probably one of the h ighest honours that 
can be bestowed on anyone in the Province of Man i t
oba. I approach that role with some h u m i l ity and some 
insecurity because I know from past experience what 
it takes, and the effort that m ust go i nto being a 
member on either side of the H ouse, i n  any of the 
variety of roles in which members are cal led upon to 
serve. I know that all other mem bers approach the 
task with basical ly  the same perspective. With regard 
once again, to the question of the makeup of the 
present Leg islature, I would l i ke to suggest to the 
Mem ber for G ladstone that I ,  too, share her concern 
that there are so few women in this Legis lature,  and I 
would l i ke to suggest to her that I would support her i n  
any efforts i n  which she i ntends to engage t o  ensure 
that i n  the next Legislature there wi l l  be 23 women o n  
that side o f  t h e  H ouse. "There m ig ht wel l b e  3 4  o n  th is  
s ide ,"  says the Member for  Wolseley. I ' m  not sure I 
woul d  welcome that with the same w i l l i n g ness that I 
would welcome 23 on the other side. 

Mr. Speaker, the Constituency of Spri ngfield is  h i s
torical ly one of the oldest constituencies i n  Manitoba. 
I t  dates from the i mmediate post-confederation period. 
I t  covers at the present time, a lmost 4,000 square 
m iles, five different mun ic ipalities, four d ifferent school 
d iv is ions and a large area of provincial  forest and 
approxi mately 90 percent of the Whiteshell Provincial  
Park.  I t  has been said by many i n  comment ing on  the 
r iding i n  the past that i n  many ways it is  a m icrocosm 
of the province. It has u rban areas close to the city, i t  
has a large farmi n g  component ,  many smal l  towns 
and vi l lages. I t  also has a resource-based extraction  
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area and a tourist i ndustry in the eastern areas. So 
Spr ingfield in some ways al lows a member  to have a 
perspective on the province which is not available to 
those who u nfortunately, have the opportun i ty to 
represent a r id ing which is  much more homogeneous. 
I t  is very d ifferent than a straight u rban r id ing ,  or  a 
completely rural  r id i ng ,  or a northern r id ing. On the 
other hand i t  means that one m ust seek to represent 
all those various i nterests, and that too can be an 
i m possi ble task. 

I hope over the next four years to do my best to 
represent al l  the constituents in my constituency, to 
speak for them with a voice based upon my own expe
rience and my knowledge of their concerns by com
m u n icat ing with them, being avai lable to them, and 
try ing to u nderstand their problems and their i nterest. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I am sure as the member for Bur
rows said when he seconded this motion i n  reply to 
the Add ress from the Throne,  is  the objective of a l l  
members. 

But I th ink at the same t ime, we m ust view our role 
here as that also of a representative. We can't perceive 
ourselves strictly as someone who responds to all of 
the in terests in our constituency, because they w i l l  be 
d ivergent in every constituency, not j ust a widely 
d iverse one. But you will have many i nterests call i ng  
upon you  as  I have on me ,  and we wi l l  have to make 
decisions and vote and speak in terms of the con
science we have, rather than p urely respond ing  to the 
views of our  constituents. 

When I hear the debate in response to the Throne 
Speech, Mr .  Speaker, it rem i nds me of an  old story 
which was told in this H ouse many years ago, I bel ieve 
f i rst by the member for Morris, a lthough the past 
member for l n kster may lay p rior clai m .  It i nvolves the 
story of three envelopes. I am sure m ost of the 
members in the H ouse have heard the story, but I 
wou ld l ike to tel l  it again probably with near as m uch 
f la ir  or  abi l ity as  those who to ld  it before. But I would 
l ike to tel l  i t  because i t  has someth ing  to say about  the 
k ind of  Throne Speech Debate in  which we have 
engaged in this Chamber the last several days. That's 
the p roblem, the Mem ber  for Emerson ,  that the enve
lopes appear to be opened in a very funny order, but 
on  the other side of the House. 

The story goes someth i n g  l ike this ,  and it may wel l  
have happened to one of our new Min isters on  
Decem ber 1 st. The Min ister of  Health may wel l have 
left th ree envelopes for the Mem ber for St. Bon iface. 
On top of the envelopes there was a n ote w hen the 
Min ister went to his clean, desk and o n  those three 
envelopes th is n ote said,  "When you get in trou ble i n  
your new position a n d  with your new responsibi l ities, 
either with in your department or in the House when 
deal i n g  with the O pposit ion,  I'd l ike you to open the 
fi rst envelope. Then i f  you get in trouble again and the 
answer that is  provided i n  the fi rst envelope does not 
provide the remedy which you seek and only then 
- open the second envelope. Then when all else fails, 
and neither of those remedies work, no matter how 
much you switch back and forth between them, you 
decide that you m ust f ind another remedy, open the 
third envelope." 

Well, most of you know the story. The new Min ister 
opened the fi rst envelope and it said, "B lame the pre
vious g overn ment." So for some months going on to a 
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year, he blamed the previous government for every 
p ro blem he had, and generally it worked. After awhi le 
it fai led, and I am sure some of our Min isters wi l l  
encounter the same situation .  After awhi le it won't 
wash anymore, you have to accept respons ib i l ity for 
your own actions. 

Then he opened the second envelope and i t  said,  
" Blame the Federal Government," and that works for 
awhile. But  after that fails, the Min ister, in desperation 
goes back to his office, takes that th i rd envelope from 
the trusted d rawer where he has had it l ocked for 
those several years, opens i t  up in fur ious haste, 
because he is  really frustrated with not being able to 
handle a l l  the opposition he is gett ing and press criti
cism and he finds inside a short note which reads, 
"Prepare three envelopes." 

My problem, Mr. Speaker, is that the O pposition 
appears to have the envelopes this Session. N ow, I 
d id n't believe that the Honourable F irst Mi n ister of this 
Provi nce left three envelopes for the Leader  of the 
Opposition; I d id n't th ink he would do that .  I d id n 't 
th ink he was such a helpful ,  compassionate person ,  
b u t  i t  appears he has. O n  Monday afternoon I heard 
the previous Fi rst Mi n ister of this provi nce, the Leader 
of the Opposit ion, talk about - at great length - the 
evi ls of the Schreyer administrat ion.  I suggested to 
the Mi n ister of Mines and Energy that perhaps when 
he spoke, he should speak about the evi ls of the Weir 
admin istrat ion.  I wasn't sure how far back we were 
prepared to go. - ( I nterject ion)- The Member for 
Minnedosa is  sensitive that we m ig ht enter i nto a 
debate on the Weir Admin istration. 

For the same reason that a debate upon that admin
istration h olds no merit for the future of Manitoba, 
rehash ing  criticisms that are four and five years old of 
a previous govern ment, holds no future for the people 
of Man itoba. I f  we are going to be constructive and 
ta lk about the economy of this province, the d i rection 
and the future of this provi nce, then we should be 
l ooki ng  at that d i rect ion and developin g  new i deas 
and provid ing  constructive suggestions and crit icisms 
with that i n  m ind .  Certain ly ,  that's part of the role that 
we have as backbenchers to this government, and I 
am certai n  that m ost of the members opposite pres
cri be to that same ph i losophy. So I have to reject out 
of hand the suggestion that the on ly way to provide 
constructive opposition and constructive suggestion ,  
regardless of where we are i n  th is House, is to harp 
back to old crit icisms and old problems. 

The day of the Throne Speech I received i n  the mai l  
a copy of a speech made by a former S u nday School 
teacher of m i ne, approximately 20 years ago he was a 
S unday School teacher, the speech was just two 
weeks ago. He's now in a position where copies of h is  
speeches are mai led out to people. He had someth ing  
to  say wh ich  I th ink is i nstructive for us  i n  th is  Throne 
Speech Debate and i n  our  consideration of w here we 
should be going with the f inancial  and econo m ic 
affa i rs of this province. 

I 'm going to quote at some length but I think it's 
worthwhi le in this case: 

" I t  is instructive to recall that Americans and Cana
dians do not see eye to eye on the issue of the role of 
government in the economy. Americans demonstrate 
a widespread and amazingly persistent ideological 
com mitment to free enterprise. I n  this context current 
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American economic pol icy is merely the contempor
ary expression of an h istoric faith i n  the superiority of 
a system based on l i m ited govern ment and untram
meled free enterprise. 

"The Canadian approach is, and always has been, a 
l ittle d ifferent; we are more pragmatic. I n  part this 
tendency to l ook at govern ment i nvolvement on  a 
case-by-case basis derives from the sheer d i mensions 
of some of the chal lenges we faced from the bu i ld ing  
of the  rai lways to the  James Bay project. 

" I n  addit ion,  the i m portance in our  economy of the 
q uasi-monopol ies l ike electric ut i l i ties has justif ied an 
active role for the state. That role has been broadly 
accepted by a l l  sectors of society. Such government 
enterprises as O ntario Hydro,  Canadian National and 
Al berta Government Telephone are part of the Cana
dian socia l ,  as well as the economic fabric. T he Cana
dian experience suggests in specif ic circumstances 
government in bus iness can be socially and economi
cal ly  advantageous. We have neither  the American's 
deep-rooted suspicion of government in business, 
nor the Marxist b l ind  faith that government ownersh ip 
is the magic key to a just society." 

The amazing th ing about this q u ote is  it wasn't 
really made by a S u nday School teacher; i t  was made 
by the President of the Mutual Life Assu rance Com
pany of Canada in h is  address to shareholders in 
Waterloo, O ntario 10 days ago. When he made that 
address what he was recogniz ing,  as the P resident of 
one of the most i mportant f inancial i nstituti ons i n  th is 
country, is  somethi n g  that the Leader of the Opposi
tion and most of the treasury benches of the last 
ad m i n istrat ion of this provi nce fai led to recognize; we 
l ive i n  a m ixed economy. And those people who fai l to 
recognize that, and adm i n istered this provi nce for 
fou r years, p rovided us  n ot with a mixed economy but 
with a m ixed-up economy. That was the legacy they 
left to us when we formed an  ad min istrat ion.  

There are some pretty substantial d ifferences in the 
approach that the people of Man itoba can expect from 
an N O P  admi n istration com pared to the ad min istra
t ion we had over the last fou r years and,  I th ink,  per
haps some of the references that were contained i n  
the speech o f  the Leader o f  t h e  O pposition i n  reply to 
the Address from the Throne shed some l ight on the 
differences in that approach. 

Those people who bel ieve that the best ki nd  of 
government that we can have is  the absol ute, m i n i mal ,  
least g overnment avai lable; that the best government 
is a g overnment that has no business whatsoever i n  a 
m ixed economy, assist ing busi ness, sti m u lati ng  the 
econ omy, pr imi n g  the p u m p; are the kinds of people 
who wou ld argue that when the Province of Manitoba 
g ives the C ity of Winni peg the money they asked for to 
assist them in meeting their f inancial obl i gations i n  
t h e  com i n g  year, b u t  says a smal l  portion o f  that m ust 
be used to freeze transit rates; that we have now 
trampled the r ights of the City of Winn ipeg, com
pletely hamstrung the r ights of the Counci l  to make 
their own decisions when only a very smal l  portion of 
their g rant has now been made condit ional ;  are those 
who bel ieve that government has no place in develop
i n g  the economy of our province. 

S imi larly, those who would argue that as part of the 
g rant formu la  to be provided to the major post
secondary educational  i nstitut ions of our  province 
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wi l l  go one smal l  condit ion,  that condit ion being that 
there wi l l  be no tu it ion fee increases in this province i n  
the next academic year, are faced with the same 
argument again that suddenly academic freedom has 
been tram pled upon;  that the u niversities are bei ng  
denied the right to administer their affairs. Mr. Speaker, 
what has t rampled the r ights of the u niversities i n  
Manitoba more, the New Democratic party saying 
there shal l  be no tu i t ion fee increases i n  the next  year 
or four years of academic spen d i n g  i ncreases that d id  
not  even match 50  percent of  the  rate of in flation. I 
don't th ink there is any question. The freedom of the 
u niversities to make their own decisions with regard 
to the admin istration of their programs and their 
responsi b i l it ies has been hamstru ng far m ore by the 
lack of provincial  fund ing  and the lack of a wi l l ing
ness, on  behalf of  the previous admin istrat ion ,  to pro
vide the support that was requ i red. 

The Honourable Mem ber for Min nedosa has some 
concern about the nature of the debate in this House. I 
can on ly tel l  h i m  that I w i l l  extend to h i m  the same 
privi lege that he has extended to me in comment ing 
freely on  his speeches and I m ust tel l  h im that I con
sider i t  welcome because I think that's an i mportant 
part of the debate in this House, that we can have that 
kind of exchange . .  

I also have some concern about the suggestion 
from the opposition that the present adm i n istration 
has been scar ing capital away - I th ink that was the 
phrase that the former Premier used. He talked about 
this d iscredited adm i nistration of the early '70s havin g  
scared capital away and t h e  present government 
doing the same. But I ask him, when i nvestment in 
manufactur ing and i n  v i rtual ly every other sector of 
our economy d u ring  the last four years was at record 
al l-t ime lows, who scared the capital away from this 
province? That's the question that has to be asked and 
that's the answer this H ouse deserves. N ot chivalric 
tr i pe. I s  that the phrase? Is that the r ight p h rase? 
Chivalr ic tr ipe about scari ng  away capital when the 
record lows for private sector capital i nvestment in 
th is province occurred d u ri n g  the last four years. -
( I nterject ion)- That's exactly r ig ht. And the Mem ber 
for Minnedosa knows I ' m  r ight or  he'd be up to ask a 
question provid ing  the proper statistics if he doubted 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the other problems that we've 
had to face i n  the last few days is  the sug gest ion that 
the pol it icization of the Civ i l  Service of Man itoba has 
continued apace as i t  did over the last four years. Wel l ,  
Mr. Speaker, I ' m  n o t  sure that they admitted that it was 
a conti n uation; I th ink they suggested i t  was a startup 
agai n .  For those people who were in the Civi l  Service 
of Manitoba d u ring  the period of the previous admin
istration - and I was one of them for at  least part of 
that t ime - I can tell you,  Mr. Speaker, that the degree 
of pol it icization of the C iv i l  Service that was accomp
l ished under the previous adm i n istrat ion ,  not so much 
through h i r ing  the i r  own people or  putt ing i n  place 
people who they considered to be their own, but 
through d i rect int imidation,  through the suggestion 
that i f  you're not "fer" us ,  you're "ag in"  us  denies the 
basic precept of a free parl iamentary system which 
the former P remier  e n u nciated j ust last Monday. He 
said,  and I q uote h im "that the foundation of our  parl i
amentary system is a neutral civi l  service." Yet for 
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two-and-a-half years I saw that Civ i l  Service in t im i
dated by the suggestion that if you don't agree with us 
you're "agin"  us.  -( I nterjection)- That not only is  
true, Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of the Member for 
Minned osa but I personal ly experienced i t  and so did 
many other civi l  servants. 

Mr. Speaker, as wel l ,  there's been some sugges
tions, n ot on ly by the Leader of the Opposition but by 
other members opposite who were formerly on the 
Treasury Benches of this provi nce, that we should 
have some concern about the amount of m oney that's 
bei ng  borrowed overseas - I th ink the term was i n  
exotic fore ign c urrencies. Mr. Speaker, I th ink we 
should ask the Leader of the Official Opposition to 
d i rect that same question to the Premier of the prov
i nce i m mediately to the east of us who have made 
substantial borrowings in those exotic foreign  c u r
rencies and handle them exactly the same way the 
present admi n istration is handl ing them, by acknowl
edg i n g  the fact that we are faced with a fore ign  c u r
rency loss. No one questions that; no one o n  this side 
of the House questions the currency fluctuations have 
worked to the d isadvantage of Man itobans. However, 
any Finance M i n ister worth h is  salt would be spread
i n g  t hose l osses over as long a period as possi ble i n  
the long term expectation that w e  can recover some of 
that loss or  at the very least a l low the i nterest cost per 
year to be reduced as low as possible.  Anyone who 
suggests that we should refinance in N orth American 
c urrencies, whether they be U.S. or  Canadian,  and 
accept t hat loss is  arg u i ng that we should take our  
losses i mmediately and not  spread those losses over 
the long term and possibly rega in  those dol lars. 

The Honourable former Min ister of Natural Resou r
ces has a problem with that because he recalls that i n  
J u ne o f  1 980, I bel ieve J u n e  1 s t  t o  b e  exact, h i s  former 
Mi n ister of F inance, the former Mem ber  for Riel ,  refi
nanced a $25 m i l l ion bond issue in Swiss francs i nto 
U.S. c urrency and cost the people of th is province $ 1 6  
m i l l i o n  when h e  d id n't have to. That should be 
remembered -( I nterject ion)- No! I have a problem, 
Mr. S peaker, when I hear the Leader of the O pposition 
and other members opposite - not the Member for 
Min nedosa because he has n ot made these sugges
t ions yet in debate - that the state of the Man itoba 
economy, which was left to this present admin istra
t ion by the previous g overnment, is  in such sad condi
t ion that we're going to have to have tax increases. 
That's what the Mem ber for T u rtle Mountain said on  
February the 24th. I t's quoted i n  one of the  l ocal 
newspapers as suggesti ng  that because of the equal i
zation problems, because of the large deficit which we 
have i nherited from the previous ad m i n istrat ion,  we 
could be looking at a deficit as much  as $500 mi l l ion  
next year and that would be  u nacceptable, so we 
would have to have tax increases. 

N ow, Mr. Speaker, I ' m  having  a problem here; I th ink 
the Opposition is trying  to outsnooker us.  I th i nk 
they're trying  to suggest that a very modest spend ing 
program - and I don't have the total f igu res here - the 
Mem ber for  Lakeside said they wouldn 't do that. The 
Mem ber  for Lakeside is  probably the fel low who 
thought i t  up. They're try ing to suggest that because 
of some very modest spend ing  i ncreases - I d on't 
have the total but I 'm sure the Min ister of F i nance 
could tell me what the total cost of those spend ing  
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programs amounts to  - but probably somethi n g  less 
than one-fifth or  one-quarter of the projected deficit 
for next year when we get to the B udget stage, we w i l l  
be represented b y  a very modest spen ding program.  
The people of Man itoba d id n't expect us to spend a l ot 
of money; they knew the mess we were left; they knew 
that the provi nce promised them four balanced 
Budgets, left them with fou r deficits inc lud ing record 
deficits. T hey know, i t  doesn't take much to f igure out 
that accumu lative total deficit over four years in  
excess of $400 m i l l ion ,  approach ing $500 mi l l ion wi l l  
cost the Province of Manitoba at  c urrent i nterest rates 
over $75 m i l l ion j ust to service. Mr. Speaker, if we d id  
the calculations, I th ink what we would f ind is that the 
former Mi n istry o pposite provided us with a debt  ob l i 
gat ion which we must service next  year which is  
greater than the cost of a l l  the new programs we've 
announced in this year's Throne Speech. That's a very 
i nterest ing observat ion.  Mr. Speaker, that's part of the 
snooker ing process and I think the people of Man i
toba shou ld  be aware that's part of the  obl igation  that 
we've i nherited. 

The other part of the obl igation relates to a d rop 
that's somewhere i n  the neighbou rhood of $ 1 60 mi l
l ion  in  federal equal ization payments. That ,  too,  is  
go ing to be a burden on  the people of Manitoba 
because u n l ike the previous government opposite, we 
are prepared to acknowledge that the reven ues of th is  
province m ust come from the people of  th is province, 
and we're not going to make loud noises, bash ing the 
Feds over the head b laming them for every s ing le 
t h i n g  t h at we h ave to d o  i n  t h i s  p ro v i n c e .  
-( l nterjection)-

The Honourable Mem ber for Emerson suggests 
that we should make the r ich farmers pay. I ' m  not sure 
that h is  constituents would appreciate that sugges
t ion,  but the next t ime I 'm  in E merson I w i l l  pass i t  on to 
them. Mr. Speaker, there's no question as well that 
because of the total d isastrous economic m isman
agement of the previous admin istrat ion and the 
national economic decl ine that coincided with that, 
that we've been faced with a very d ramatic dec l ine  i n  
reven ues i n  this province. S o  when we're faced with 
the cost of carry ing  the previous government's deficit ,  
t he cost of carry ing the changes that have been made 
in the Federal Equal ization Formula which weren't 
helped by the fact that you people weren't prepared to 
co-operate but j ust wanted a Fed bash, and the fact 
that we have i n itiated some m i nor  programs which 
were i ntended to redress some of the g rievances 
which went u nattended for four years means that 
there's going to be either a very large deficit this year 
or  a Provi ncial  F i nance Min ister l ooki ng  for new sour
ces of revenue.  If you th ink you've out-snookered us 
by talki ng  about tax increases, you haven't, because 
everybody out on  the street knows that if a govern
ment is going to provide the services that they want 
and that they voted for on N ovem ber 1 7th ,  it's go ing to 
cost money, and if the Federal Government isn 't going 
to pay for it the people of Manitoba wi l l  have to.  

Mr.  Speaker, for the benefit of the Mem ber for Lake
side, who I ' m  sure knows the facts but would l ike to 
see them in the record, last year there were 43 wel ls 
dr i l led in Manitoba by private com panies p lus some
body from Saskatchewan ,  the name escapes me, but I 
th i nk it has someth ing  to do with the government of 
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t hat - What did you r  Leader call it? P retty l ittle prov
i nce west of us  or  someth ing .  Out of those 34 wel ls 
that were dr i l led last year, 33 were producing wel ls, 33 
were productive, so when you talk about a D ry Well 
Program the Mem ber  shou ld  look at the records from 
his own Department, or Department for which he was 
responsible at one t ime in the past, and fi n d  that the 
records in Manitoba are actual ly very encourag i n g .  I n  
fact, your former Min ister of Mines, former Mem ber  
for  R ie l ,  went to  great lengths i n  j ust the  last Session 
prais ing the results of private exploration i n  this pro
vi nce. N ow the Mem ber for Lakeside wants to suggest 
that the people of Man itoba have n o  r ight to partici
pate i n  that, and I deny that. The people of Man itoba 
have every right and should part ic i pate in the devel
opment of the natu ral resources of this province, and 
we i ntend to do it. 

The Mem ber  for Mi n nedosa would l ike to talk about 
the T rout Lake Mine. Mr. Speaker, how m uch t ime d o  I 
have, please? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber has eight 
m i n utes remai n ing .  

MR. ANSTETT: The Honourable Member for Min ne
dosa wants to talk about how the previous Conserva
tive ad m i n istrat ion in th is  provi nce sold or gave away, 
and I ' m  not sure about the exact nature of it, i t  was 
either a bargain basement f i re sale or it was a g ift, to 
private concerns, one-half of the in terest that the peo
ple of Man i toba had i n  a m ine they helped d iscover. 
Now how can you defend that? I'd l ike the Honourable 
Mem ber for Min nedosa to defend that sel lout when he 
participates in this debate. I d on't th ink it can be 
defended, I don't th ink there's any way. 

The Member for Mi nnedosa suggests that H udson 
Bay Mi n i ng and S meltin g  would not be i nterested in 
smelti ng  a h igh g rade ore provided to them. They do it 
for Sherritt Gordon,  they' l l  do it for another company 
that's prepared to extract that ore. G ranges of Sweden 
would have been q u ite happy to be actively i nvolved i n  
the development o f  that m i ne. When the Honourable 
Mem ber  for Minnedosa makes h is  contri but ion I hope 
he wi l l  provide the facts that show why the people of 
Man itoba had to be den ied half of their  in terest i n  that 
m i ne. 

Mr. Speaker, part of the ph i losophy which pervades 
on the other side of the House is a ph i losophy of 
g rowth without control,  a ph i losophy of growth at al l  
costs, because the on ly way they can avoid the kind of 
restructur ing and re-distributive forces which must 
work i n  our  society is to i ncrease the size of the pie. 
We've heard that argument before; in fact the former 
Mem ber  for I nkster and the Mem ber for Lakeside used 
to debate at some length i n  this Chamber  about the 
fact that economic g rowth, for its own sake, was the 
only way to provide to the people of Man itoba the 
standard of l iving and the benefits in this society that 
they wanted, and that whole objective seems to per
vade the way they pursued, in some cases, w ith very i l l  
advised n otions of negotiat ing practises, four  g igantic 
Mega P rojects in this P rovince. Growth for g rowths 
sake; let's make the pie g row and then the benefits wi l l  
filter down to everyone. In  do ing t hat and having  that 
ph i l osphy they forgot about the fact that the society 
has g reat wealth today and that one of t he biggest 
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problems we have is not the creat ion of wealth but the 
d istribut ion of wealth,  and four years of neglecti ng  
that d istri bution has  left on  us  the  burden of  sett ing 
some of  those matters r ight  in  our  fi rst term in  
g overnment, and that  is  go ing to be one of  the main  
focuses, and that is  why you d id  not see massive 
spend ing  on social programs in  that Throne S peech .  

So ,  Mr .  Speaker, I have addressed myself to some of  
the  concerns that have been expressed by members 
o pposite about what was in the Throne Speech. They 
may not be entirely happy with my in terpretation of 
their remarks or of their in tent with regard to th is  
speech, or  of  the suggestion that  they m ust bear the 
largest responsi b i l ity for  the economic position i n  
which this province f inds itself. H owever, I a m  not 
alone in express ing that op in ion. The people of Mani
toba rendered that verdict some three-and-one-half 
months ago. They expressed the op in ion that the 
economy of this province and the g overn ment which 
had stewardsh ip  over that economy were both i n  
pretty rough shape, and they were faced with a 
government that was prepared to deny that was the 
case. They were faced with a govern ment that said,  
"Everyth i ng's rosy." At least we had the i ntegrity to tel l  
the people of Manitoba, not o n ly during the election 
campaign ,  but ever s ince then, that t imes are tough 
and that it's going to take a while to set th ings straig ht. 

I dare say to the Mem ber  for Lakeside, had you had 
the wisdom and the i ntegrity to tel l the peop le of 
Manitoba that, you would have had no problem o n  
November 1 7th.  T h e  Mem ber for T ranscona said, 
shortly after the Elect ion,  the b iggest problem with the 
previous administration in this province was that they 
were n ot prepared to tel l  i t  l ike i t  was, and the people 
of Man itoba expect that from their governments, they 
deserve to get it , and from this government they w i l l  
get  i t  for  four  years, for  e ight years, for  twelve years, 
and if we're l ucky, for a l ot longer  then that. 

Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that new members i n  
the H ouse are expected t o  b e  n ice and talk about their  
constituencies, I feel a k inship to many of the members 
in this House who were n ot first elected in this Legisla
ture,  because I 've known all of the members for some 
time; many of them through seven Sessions and I felt 
that I would have freedom,  and i t  obviously has been 
well received, by persons l ike the Mem ber for Minne
d osa, to be very specific and very d i rect in my f i rst 
remarks in the Chamber, but I 'd  l ike very briefly to 
speak to the question of what this Chamber is and 
what it means to me, and I suspect to al l  the members 
here. 

I com mented earlier on  the staff in the Chamber  and 
on the confidence that I and I am sure most members 
have i n  them and how we come to rely on them.  I am 
confident that the  efforts of the  previous government 
i n  the area of en hanc ing the faci l ities i n  th is House 
and the staff of this House wi l l  not go u n recognized by 
members in this govern ment. I n  terms of member ser
vices, i n  terms of addit ional staff - I th i nk there are 
now two Clerk assistants, a fu l l-ti me Clerk at com mit
tees and addit ional staff elsewhere in terms of the 
Chief Electoral Office - the former Attorney-General 
deserves the credit and the praise of al l  members for 
having brought in those changes. 

Mr. Speaker, I have confidence that all mem bers i n  
the House share also m y  concern, not o n ly that those 
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changes should continue,  but that the on ly way we 
can make this system work despite our  d ifferences 
across the floor and despite someti mes the blu ntness 
that we may provide in our debate. Someti mes even, I 
have heard it said, that we stoop to the middle road 
rather than the h igh road. The Mem ber  for Fort Garry 
suggested the other day that those kinds of sugges
tions wi l l  never be taken personal ly, because we a l l  
recognize that not  only is th is  i nstitut ion i mportant 
and that we al l  come here to make a contribution, but 
more i m portant than that each one of us, I am sure, 
recognizes the sacrifices that every other member of 
this H ouse has made to be here; that we a l l  come here 
in a spirit of p u bl ic  service to sit on  one side or  the 
other because we believe that the party to which we 
bear al legiance has a ph i losophy and a d irection to 
which we hold and to which we th ink there is merit. I 
wi l l  never suggest that the Member for N iakwa or the 
Mem ber for La Verendrye does not believe the th ings 
he says i n  this House. as I am sure he would not 
suggest the same of me. I respect a l l  mem bers i n  this 
H ouse and respect them as men and women who are 
prepared to stand up for what they believe, hold those 
beliefs strongly and are prepared to make a commit
ment of t ime and a commitment to their whole l ife's 
career in terms of d isruption that means that they are 
going to try to make this province a better place to live. 

Mr. S peaker, that is why I am here, I know that a l l  
mem bers are here for  the same reason and I hope that 
when I err and sometimes get carried away in Debate, 
mem bers will remember these remarks, that I respect 
the contribution that all members make and wish them 
wel l  i n  the forthcoming Legislature. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the q uestion?  
The Honourable Mem ber  for  Pembina. 

MR. DONALD ORCHARD, (Pembina): Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. S peaker, I want to offer my personal 
cong ratu lations to you on  your  elevation to the high
est office i n  this Chamber. A n u m ber of people on  
both sides of  the  House have i nd icated that they trust 
in your abi l i ty and you r i ntegrity and from past expe
rience know you to be fair and resolute and will be an 
exce l lent mediator in the H ouse. I don't have the 
background from more than four years back when 
some of the members on  this side of the H ouse knew 
you as a fair chairman of committee but I do remember, 
Mr. Speaker, and I want to remind you of my confi
dence in you in that i n  the short term that I have been 
here and was a member  of one stand ing  committee, 
we had enough confidence in you, Sir, to make you 
chairman of that com m ittee which I believe was 
somewhat u nusual for a member of the Opposition to 
be a chairman of a committee of government. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I offer you my personal congratulations and 
best wishes. 

I want to welcome back to the H ouse a n um ber  of 
my former col leagues on this side of the H ouse, as 
wel l  as a few fami l iar faces on the government side of 
the H ouse. I part icu larly want to welcome al l  of the 
newcomers here; there is only one problem with them, 
that there is too many there and n ot enough here, but 
those sort of things have a habit of being remedied 
and the remedy is only th ree years and n ine  short 
months away, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Speaker, the Mover and the Seconder of the 
Speech to the Throne made, I thought, very excel lent 
contributions i n  their moving and secondi ng. The 
Mem ber for The Pas has a certain r ight to be sl ightly 
euphoric for the honour that h is F i rst Minister and his 
T reasury Bench awarded to him by asking him to 
move the fi rst Throne Speech of the new g overnment 
because, Mr. Speaker, I enjoyed that same eu phoria 
when I m oved i nto the Chamber. As a matter of fact 
no, it wasn't q u ite the same seat but I had that honour  
- I enjoyed that same feel i ng  of  euphoria, that  same 
feel i ng oi good contribution that I was chosen to 
add ress the first Speech to the Throne. Mr. S peaker, I 
j ust want to remind the Mem ber  for The Pas that he 
should enjoy that feel ing of euphoria whi lst he can,  
because after four years from moving that f i rst Speech 
to the Throne, I am now on this side of the H ouse as he 
may well be four years from now. 

The Mem ber  for B urrows, in second ing  the Throne 
Speech, Mr.  Speaker, likewise made an excel lent con
tr ibut ion to the seconding of the Throne S peech. I 
m ight remind h i m  that i n  the first term that I was here, 
the gentleman on our side of the H ouse that seconded 
the Throne Speech is no l onger with them. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to cong ratu late the First Minis
ter and his members of the Treasury Bench -( I nter
jection)- Yes, I ' l l  do that and I trust the F irst Min ister 
will pass along that congratulations. I had decided 
some time ago that I was going to offer a special 
congratulations to two of those members. But after 
the last several days in the House, Mr. Speaker, I 
decided to shorten the l ist to o ne, because one of the 
Treasury Bench appointees, whom I thought to be i n  
my relat ionship with h i m  to b e  both fai rminded a n d  a 
gentleman, has cast some doubts as to that in h is 
recent few days i n  the Chamber. B ut ,  Mr. S peaker, the 
second person, the Mem ber for Logan I th ink should 
contribute as did her predecessor i n  Ed ucation to the 
betterment of Education .  I th ink the choice of that 
member for Minister of Educat ion was wel l  founded 
by the Fi rst Mi n ister, i n  view of the fact that she d oes 
have considerable background as a trustee in the 
ed ucation system i n  the P rovi nce of Man itoba. That 
experience from a trustee point of view should stand 
her wel l to come to g ri ps with the n u m ber  of problems 
financial ly that school boards do wrestle with and the 
very real issues in Education.  I f  only that Minister can 
resist some of the p ressure that she wil l  be put u n der  
by various members of the front bench to  possibly 
bri ng  i n  Deputy Min isters who wi l l  abrogate her feel
ings and her bel iefs in the ed ucat ion system, she wi l l  
do well. 

Mr. S peaker, the F i rst Minister has i nd icated that 
there is a temporary shortage of Cabinet Ministers, 
and I would th ink that he is using this f i rst Session to 
determine who might move down from the expanded 
ranks of the backbench i nto that honoured Chair  of 
the Treasury Bench. I can assu re the Member for The 
Pas and the Mem ber for B urrows that i n  what I 've 
heard to date, they are sti l l  in the front running.  Very 
l ittle contribution from some of the other members is 
going to, I th ink, expand their esteem i n  the eyes of the 
First Min ister and there might  be one except ion and 
that bei ng  my col league beh ind me here from Fl in  
F lon ,  who made what I thought was q uite a good 
contribution .  
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The Throne Speech,  Mr. Speaker, is  a very interest
ing one. I noted with i n te rest the other day when a 
n umber of the backbenchers from the government 
side said that they participated in the formulation and 
the writ ing  and the content and the facts of that 
Throne Speech ;  all I can say, Mr. S peaker, is shame on 
those backbenchers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we thought on  this side of the 
H ouse that it was the t i red gang of five with previous 
Cabinet experience that had written that wretched 
document and here we f ind  that the whole backbench 
had someth ing  to do with i t ;  and what is  alarming 
about that, Mr .  Deputy S peaker, what is  alarmi n g  
about that i s  t h e  fact that w e  heard after t h e  election of 
the new government that they had a wealth of talent to 
select from and i f  the Throne S peech and their  
obvious contribution by their own adm ission to the 
Throne Speech is an  example of their  talent and d i rec
t ion,  then I don't envy the F i rst Min ister in h is  selection 
as to who moves up to the Treasury Bench . But then,  
of course, one must temper that endorsement of the 
newcomers to the N D  Party G overn ment and their 
recom mendation as bei ng  ful l  of talent by the nature 
of the writer who i n dicated that. 

Ms. R ussel l  has from t ime to t ime n ot been n oted for 
her o bjectivity in present ing facts -( l nterjection)
wel l ,  I realize that is  an  u nk ind  th ing  to say about  Ms. 
R ussel l ,  but I w i l l  offer you ladies and gentlemen one 
smal l shred of evidence to back up what I ' m  saying  
and that bei ng  that Ms .  R ussell has  never yet con
dem ned the Federal G overnment and everybody i n  
Canada knows that's a terrible government ,  a n d  that's 
the level of her objectivity. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: O rder please. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Deputy S peaker, I w i l l ,  of 
course . . .  

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: O rder please. 

MR. ORCHARD: I w i l l  of course, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
support the motion of non-confidence. I on ly have 
one reservation about the motion of n on-confidence 
that was presented to th is House and that is that i t  
could have been m uch shorter. I t  could have said, 
"Whereas the Throne Speech offers n oth ing  to Manit
obans." But in the fact that i t  added a few words which 
are very worthy of support and I know, judging from 
the reaction to some of the members i n  the back
bench,  that the vote wi l l  be a very in terest ing  one 
because some of them are tear ing at their hearts r ight 
now n ot knowi ng which way to go on the vote. So, Mr. 
Deputy S peaker, I look forward to the vote on  the 
non-confidence motion.  

Now there were two b right l ig hts i n  that very d i m  
Throne Speech a n d  I chastise t h e  F i rst Min ister for 
plac ing  Her Honour  The Lieutenant-Governor in her 
f i rst Throne Speech ,  as a matter of fact, i n  the first 
Throne Speech del ivered by a lady in the Chamber of 
Man itoba to g ive her such an u nenthusiastic and u n i
maginative Throne Speech. I chastise h i m  for that. He 
shoul d  not have subj ugated the Lieutenant-Governor 
to such a poor p ickings in a Throne Speech. But ,  
nevertheless, there are two bright l ights. There is the 
mention of the centenn ials with Brandon celebrat ing 
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their Centennia l  and Selkirk celebrati ng  their centen
n ia l  and, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we on this side of the 
H ouse recognized Brandon i n  a n u m ber  of ways last 
year in advance of their centenn ia l  year which we are 
now i n .  

F o r  instance, I woul d  h ig hly recommend that each 
and everyone of you in the backbench get a copy of 
the road map of Manitoba for 1 981 - 1 982. I t  features 
- ( I nterjection ) - yes, my p icture is  on  it i ncidentally. 
I t's a very becom i n g  l ikeness, I w i l l  admit ,  that took 
1 01 poses, but we feature, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
beautiful east entrance view, an aerial photograph of 
B randon and that's h ow we chose to recogn ize Bran
don's Centenn ial .  I only h ope that the new govern
ment represented as it is from Brandon does a few 
things for Brandon in their centenn ial year. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, shocked, d ismayed and 
angered by the fact that o n ly B randon and Selkirk 
were mentioned as centen n ial com m u n ities. I can 
u nderstand Selkirk because there is  some parochia l  
i nterest on  that side of the House i n  Selkirk. B ut, Mr .  
Deputy S peaker, the F i rst Min ister was very remiss i n  
that h e  d id n 't mention that Morden was celebrat ing its 
centenn ial this year and Morden is that bastion of 
good citizenry i n  south-central Man itoba and I can 
understand where it's forgotten by this government. 
B ut, Mr. Speaker, I want to tel l  you and the members of 
the H ouse that Morden on Wednesday n ig ht, the even
ing before the open ing of the Legislature,  u ndertook 
their  f i rst centenn ia l  celebrat ion and what was that, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker? Wel l ,  I 'm glad you asked because, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Kinsmen C l u b  of Morden i n  
their first celebration of their centen n ia l  year honoured 
the senior  citizens of the town of Morden ,  and some 
525 senior citizens resident i n  the Town of Morden 
were treated to an  even ing of food and entertain ment, 
compl iments of the Morden Kinsmen C lub .  I know, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that you and other members of 
this House will recognize that as a tremendous contri
bution by a volunteer organizat ion such as the 
K i nsmen. 

N ow, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to take the odd 
moment i f  I might to talk about the elect ion .  N ow, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, in my esti mation there were two very 
g rave problems in the election.  The f i rst problem was 
that we l ost; the second problem, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
is  the ND Party won. Now, I th ink that bears some t ime 
i n  th is House to try and determi n e  what happened 
d u ring  the election,  because bear i n  m i n d ,  Mr. Deputy 
S peaker, that opposit ions don 't w i n  e lections ,  
g overn ments lose and  I 'm not  certa in  whether that 
happened or not, but t ime wi l l  tel l  and i n  the ensu ing 
months and i t  has already started, Mr .  Deputy Speaker, 
that government is  well on the way to losing the elec
t ion of 1 985. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we had an elect ion campaign 
that I have to g ive ful l  credit to the Honourable 
Member for Transcona because I bel ieve, and I may 
be wrong, I th ink he organized the ND Party cam
paig n .  Am I correct in that primarily? H e  ki nd  of organ
ized it. Wel l ,  Mr. Deputy Speaker, I don 't do it very 
often for the Membe r forTranscona, but  on th is  occa
sion I have to admit that he d id  recognize issues and 
more i mportantly he recogn ized how to harness them 
pol itical ly to catch the fancy of  the people of Man itoba 
a n d  to garner  the necessary votes to form the  
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govern ment. He harnessed the pol itical issues as he 
saw them and where he saw them he d id  change 
enough votes in the Provi nce of Man itoba to win  the 
election .  Bear in mind,  Mr.  Deputy Speaker, I say that 
he q u ickly - not q u ickly he recogn ized the issues 
and he harnessed them pol it ical ly and i n  that regard, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the new g overnment is  facing  a 
certain n u mber of problems. 

N u m ber one, the new govern ment is  faci ng  a Mani
toba electorate who chose them because they prom
ised and gave every indication that certai n  th ings 
would happen u nder their adm i n istration if they formed 
government. Now I w i l l  ad m it that the promise-a-day 
Pawley campaig n was never designed to be put i nto 
force as govern ment because they d idn't expect to 
w in .  But now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, they have some 
very d isti nct problems surfaci ng  and they will con
t inue to su rface because they promised i nterest rate 
relief; they promised stabi l izat ion to the beef industry; 
they promised rent freezing and rent controls; they 
promised a new g rowth in the provi nce - a new 
wealth of jobs and experience. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Deputy S peaker, to date we have seen an  
I nterest Rate Rel ief Program, which doesn't have 
appl ication forms; which when you apply for i t  you 
won't qual ify; and we haven't even seen when we 
heard for t he last two-and-one-half years from 
members of the Opposition who are n ow government,  
constant cr it ic ism that the business comm u n ity was in 
trouble: that bus inesses were fa i l i ng .  They promised 
instant relief and that is  the fi rst promise to Manito
bans that is go ing  to dash upon the rocks of a bank
rupt government. They wi l l  not be able to del iver the 
k ind of relief - oh, it seems as if the F i rst Mi n ister is 
tweaked about bankrupt - I meant mentally bank
rupt, Mr. Deputy Speaker. That is the f i rst promise that 
Man itobans one by one - Man itobans who marked 
their bal lot in t he fai th  that they wouldn't lose their 
homes; that they wouldn't l ose their farms; that they 
wouldn't lose their business - when they l ose them, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, they're going to realize the tragic 
mistake they made in elect ing that government with 
that shal low promise. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, another promise that's go ing 
to come up ,  that is  go ing to f ind very very great - oh, 
Mr.  Deputy Speaker, the F i rst Mi n ister is chattering 
away about Walter Weir said that - I am not criticizi ng  
the  people of  Man itoba. They voted on the basis of a 
government that was going to do something positive 
for them. I am crit icizi ng  th is  g overnment now and I 
w i l l  continue  to crit icize them for the next three years 
and n i ne months for not doing what they promised for 
the people of Manitoba; for not carry ing out the faith 
that the electorate of Manitoba placed in them, and 
that is  what I am crit icizi ng .  Make no question about i t ,  
Mr. F i rst Min ister, I do not crit ic ize the wisdom of the 
people of Manitoba, g iven the facts and g iven the 
proof of what you w i l l  be able to del iver  to them on the 
basis of your election promises, they wi l l  i ndeed have 
wisdom four years from now when they vote. They wi l l  
decide, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as  wi l l  happen federally, 
they w i l l  decide that the government in power d id n't 
tel l  the truth dur ing  the election ,  j ust l ike the national 
electorate is  going to decide that Mr. Trudeau and h is 
Liberals d id  not tel l  the truth on energy prices. 
Remember the 1 8  cent election? That is  f i rst govern-
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ment that is going to fal l  because they d idn't keep their 
election promises; this wil l  be the next one, Mr. Dep
uty Speaker. 

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, gett ing back to the arch i
tect of this elect ion,  the Mem ber for Transcona; he 
harnessed pol it ical issues. You' l l  recall very clearly 
that substantial debates and substantial d iscussion 
occu rred on  the so-called mega projects. One of 
those mega projects, Mr. Deputy Speaker, was s ingled 
out as a part icu larly good target pol itically by the N D  
Party and that was the a lum inum refinery which i s  to 
be located north and somewhat west of Winn ipeg. 

Now they chose the a lum inum industry as a target 
and they d ragged in d u ri n g  the election campaign al l  
k inds of people who wou ld organize a meet ing  say ing  
what terrible pol lut ion there was going to be .  They 
had letters to the Editor that m i raculously appeared 
the last week in all the papers in Man i toba m i racu
lously appeared - that this a lu m i n u m  smelter was 
going to be s im i lar to K ittimat and i t  was very adroitly 
and astutely done because there was no time to refute 
the very obvious unfactual statements made in that 
letter to the Editor. I g ive h i m  fu l l  credit, he harnessed 
the pol itics of the issue. Then i f  we go through the 
n u m ber of concerned citizen g roups that had their  
meetings which explained the d ire consequences to 
the environment of the a l u m i n u m  i n dustry, a l l  held 
without any expertise from the a lum inum i ndustry -
be it Alcan or anyone else - al l  held strictly to harness 
a pol it ical mood that something  may be wrong with 
the a lum inum i ndustry. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, now the chickens are going to 
go home to rest, because Manitobans after three 
months are starting  to say to themselves and a l l  F i rst 
Min ister has to do is  g o  to Selki rk and pick up one of 
his l ocal papers and he will know that the people of 
Man itoba now are saying  maybe we bought a p ig  in a 
poke when we l i stened to the N O P  propoganda i n  the 
last election on  the al u m i n u m  i ndustry; maybe there 
wasn't anyth ing wrong with the a lum inum industry; 
maybe t hat was a good deal. 

I n  fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Man itobans are now 
saying  we want that ind ustry for Manitoba and they 
are faced w ith a very serious problem because they i n  
fact caused the defeat of a government that wou ld 
have brought i t  to Manitoba and now Man itobans say 
do someth ing about it and get us that i n dustry. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, environment aside the one 
other th ing  that they did - and my colleague the 
Mem ber for Lakeside described i t  very n icely the other 
day, he described it as the Big Lie Campaign and that 
is  what the Leader of the Opposit ion at that t ime d u r
ing  the elect ion d id  i n  terms of h is  hydro proposition 
in the a l u m i n u m  industry. He said we were going to 
g ive Manitoba Hydro to a m u lt inational .  G ive; that is  
the most blatant b ig  l ie  that he perpetrated dur ing the 
elect ion ,  and n ow he's got to explain to the people of 
Man itoba j ust what is  the matter with Alcan putt ing u p  
$600 m i l l io n  t o  advance i nvest i n  their port ion o f  the 
next hydro stat ion,  and not have h is Min ister of 
F inance trot over to Switzerland where I assume it's 
a very n ice place to visit - and borrow that $600 
mi l l ion  and throw the province more to the vagaries of 
the i nternat ional monetary market Alcan would do 
that, and now Man itobans who bought the argument 
that we were giv ing our  resource away are saying $600 
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mi l l ion  was not m uch of a g ift. I th ink that's a g ood 
deal; I th ink we should p roceed with that. 

But they harnessed the issue. Mr. Speaker. I g ive 
them credit. I g ive them fu l l  credit for harnessing the 
issue pol itical ly when they had to, to win an election 
campaign. But now. Mr. Speaker. they are govern
ment, and I notice that the Mem ber for Transcona i n  
the very f i rst q uest ion period that w e  have had i n  th is 
House. preened h i mself the next Monday when Hans
ard come out and he was sitt ing there reading his 
answers and he was smi l i ng  broader and broader 
because he thought he did a wonderfu l  job. But, Mr. 
Speaker, here is  what the Mi n ister of Energy and 
Mines said ,  "Mr. Speaker, it is certa in ly not the i nten
tion of the new Man itoba Govern ment to play pol it ics 
with mega projects." And. Mr. Speaker. this is  after the 
" big l ie" campai g n ,  the m ost crass harnessing of 
u ntruth i n  an election campaign by an pol it ical party 
outside of the Federal L iberals - th is  is  what he said i n  
a first q uestion w e  asked h i m. 

Later on i n  the question period Mr. Parasiuk says, " I  
th i nk it woul d  be premature at th is part icular stage to 
try and make a lot of pol itics out of it." Well. I w i l l  go 
on ,  because there was another q uest ion,  Mr.  Deputy 
S peaker, about the Potash Mine where once again 
d u ring  the election campaign they harnessed the "big 
l ie" issue of "they are g iv ing away the resources," and 
here. Mr. Speaker. is  what baffles me. Here is a project 
in which their  Throne Speech dwells ent irely on 
government and pub l ic i nvestment. Here is  a project 
which we, the ideologues of r ight wing. private enter
prise, Adam Smith ,  were going to jo int-venture with a 
private company. We were going to put the taxpayer 
money i nto the potash development in western 
Man itoba,  j ust the k ind of project that they croon and 
rub their  hands about and drool  about ,  the exact pro
ject. And w hat d id they call that. Mr. Speaker? They 
cal led it g iv ing our  resources away, sel l i ng  out the 
province. Well. Mr. Speaker, here is  what the Min ister 
of Mines and Energy said about that. "It is not this 
government that w i l l  p lay pol i t ics with the future of 
hydro development." 

And he says further on, Mr. Paras i uk, page 1 1 .  
again ,  "We d o  n ot want to play pol it ics with it ,  we 
aren't tryin g  to play pol itics with it." Mr. Deputy 
S peaker, this is  the arch itect of the N O P  Party's elec
tion campaign strategy wh ich harnessed the pol it ical 
opport u n ity of tel l i ng  the "big l ie" to the people of 
Man itoba about resource ownersh i p. about the Alcan 
Smelter, about the Potash Mine. sayi ng  in the fi rst 
opportu n ity we would have to q u estion th is new 
government, "We shouldn't play pol itics with it." 

Wel l ,  I can assure the Fi rst Min ister and h is  Treasu ry 
Bench that th is side of the H ouse has every i ntention 
to play pol itics with the Alcan S melter. with the potash 
development and with the Western Power I n ter-Tie, 
and the pol itics that we are going to p lay, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, is  the pol it ics of people, because we want 
those projects for the people of Man itoba, for their 
j obs, for the future secu rity of their fami l ies, their 
ch i ldren and their g randch i ld ren. That is the pol itics 
that this side of the H ouse, Her Majesty's Loyal Oppo
sition, are going to play with those issues. 

·And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  is go ing to become 
i ncreas ing ly embarrassi n g  for the government that 
got elected by talki ng  down those unprecedented 
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i nvestment opportunities and those unprecedented 
o pportun ities for jobs to Manitobans. It is go ing to 
become i ncreasingly embarrass ing  to them in their  
waffl i ng  and their inabi l ity to negotiate with them , and 
their probable loss of those extremely g ood opportun
ities for Manitoba, and Mr. Deputy Speaker. that wi l l  
be the demise of that gover n ment. They won an elec
tion on  the basis of the "b ig l ie," that they d id n't expect 
to w in. N ow they are going to have to del iver for the 
people of Manitoba. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there's a couple of other i nter
est ing  th ings in the T h rone Speech. F irst of a l l ,  Mr. 
Deputy S peaker, you w i l l  note - oh ,  to the to the 
member - where is he from now? - the Mem ber for 
St. Johns, we are g reatly i nterested i n  gett ing the 
translat ion of the speec h you gave i n  Pol ish to defeat 
the Attorney-General. We'd l ike to have that. Then 
we'l l  talk about social ism. Then I assure the Member 
for St. Johns, we wil l talk about social ism. 

Mr. Speaker, in the T h rone S peech, you wi l l  note 
that there are 1 3  references - and anyone can count 
them - to publ ic spend ing .  There are two references 
to the private sector, and each of those references is 
made in a jo int  venture with the p u bl ic. There is  no 
recogn it ion of the private sector and its i mportant role 
in the economy of Manitoba, and this in the f i rst 
Throne Speech from a government who espouses 
g reat bel ief in the m ixed economy. Their  m ixed econ
omy is m ixed pub l ic  and publ ic  i nvestment,  that is 
how they want it. That's how they want it, m ixed publ ic 
and publ ic. 

Now. Mr. Speaker, there is  one other very in terest
ing  th ing  that came out of the Friday q u estion period 
and it occurred again ,  Mr. Speaker, j ust yesterday 
with the F i rst Min ister. All of us recall yesterday when 
the F i rst Min ister was saying ,  "Wel l ,  that's an O rder for 
Return. That's a federal matter. Wel l ,  I j ust don't know. 
p lease d on't bother me with the q uestion." N ow. the 
F i rst Mi n ister - and he fol lowed the lead of the 
Mem ber for Transcona who gave h i m  that lead o n  
Friday, when o u r  leader was very r ightfu l ly ,  very 
objectively and very correctly askin g  the Treasury 
Bench just what they were doing to advance the nego
tiations on the a l u m i n u m  industry. and on the Potash 
Mine. and on  the Western Power G rid. N ow, the 
Mem ber for Transcona astutely i n dicated, "Wel l ,  we 
have a negotiating  team and we are doing this, that 
and the other th ing." The Fi rst M i n ister asked the 
Mem ber for Transcona as Min ister responsible who is 
on  that negotiat ing team. And to h is  embarrassment, 
the Mi n ister of Energy and Mi nes was beg i n n n i n g  to 
th ink, "Hey this is  an  attack; this has to be an  attack." 
So he started to defend his Deputy Mi n ister before he 
knew what to defend h i m  against. N ow, if he has some 
q uest ions about the abi l ity of h is  Deputy Min ister to 
enter i n  those negotiations so that he is defensive 
before the question comes out, then I ' m  afraid that 
clearly tells Man itobans j ust what value that govern
ment places on the negotiat ions for the a l u m i n i u m  
smelter and t h e  other projects, and that Manitobans 
are going to lose them. because this Government 
doesn't care about them and doesn't want to negotiate 
them for the benefit of Man itobans; that they want to 
drop them because they would be an embarrassment 
to them because they would be o u r  projects which 
were good. 
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The Member for Transcona got very defensive, and 
it was k ind  of i nterest ing to read what he said here and 
I want to read it back to you, M r. Speaker. He said ,  " M r. 
Speaker, I th ink we are start ing off on a very wrong 
track i f  the Opposition wants to do the personal char
acter assassi nation that it l ikes to indu lge in . "  N ow this 
was s imply,  Mr .  Speaker, after a question as to what 
background h is  Deputy M i n ister had that wou l d  a l low 
him to have developed the expertise to undertake a 
$600-m i l l ion negotiation on a hydro plant i nvestment 
sharing in a $600-mi l l ion  smelter. A very s imple ques
t ion,  because, you k now, people who have dealt i n  
that mag n itude of i nvestment are not very big and 
maybe the M in ister of Energy and M i nes is embar
rassed that his Deputy M i n ister has only been a 
Research D irector for successive N O P  govern ments 
and d oesn't have bus iness experience. I don't know. 
That's certain ly the i mpression he left, but he was 
defensive, Mr. Speaker, immediately. Here is what he 
said in the next l ine, "I thought ,  Mr. Speaker, that th is 
new H ouse woul d  start off  with some new ground 
rules and would not l ower itself i nto the boorish type 
of behaviour that we find com i n g  from the other side 
of the H ouse r ight now." The "boorish type of behav
i ou r" when you ask s imply what qual ifications a per
son has who is undertak ing  a $1 b i l l ion ,  $200 m i l l i on  
i nvestment i n  the  Province of  Manitoba. Now, M r. 
Speaker, I th ink  that statement by the Member for 
Transcona is  very i n dicative of what we may expect 
from h i m  over the next four years, and I suggest, Mr .  
Speaker, that  as beauty is ,  S i r, i n  the eye of the 
beholder, q uite possibly boorishness is  in the person
al ity of the accuser, and that is shameful 

Mr .  Speaker, following off the M i n ister of Energy 
and M i nes' attack on  the Premier as bei ng  boorish 
when he had no provocation ,  no  justification to do it ,  
but he d id  it , Mr .  Speaker, because the Leader of the 
Opposit ion was asking  h i m  questions which he d id  
n ot want to answer to  the  people of Manitoba, and  
because the  Member for  Transcona appears to  be  one  
of  the  "super boys" i n  the  new group, the  F i rst M i n ister 
decided, hey, this may be the way I can duck ques
tions when I don't want to answer them. This may be 
the way I get myself out of a t ight spot. So what d id we 
see yesterday, Mr. Speaker? What d id  we see yester
day? When this government, whose Deputy Premier 
has said again we do not want to play pol itics, and do 
you want me to read them all again? I do not th ink  th is 
govern ment wi l l  p lay pol itics with the future, et cetera, 
et cetera, that th is Deputy Premier, the Member for 
Transcona, is  talk ing  about -( l nterject ion)- Oh yes, 
he is. No, the Member for T ranscona is. - ( I nter
ject ion)- but anyway -( I nterject ion)- Who is the 
Deputy P remier  over there? Wi l l  you g uys get your act 
together. But anyway, M r. Speaker, regardless, I mean 
it wil l  probably change seats a n um ber  of t imes - who 
cares? 

But at any rate, the Member for T ranscona is  say ing  
that we're not  going to play pol it ics, and then when we 
question the F i rst M in ister on the crassest pol itical 
m ove that this g overn ment has ever made, in that n ow 
I nformation Services which the Mem ber for T u rt le 
Mounta in  asked the M i n ister of H ighways whether 
they were go ing  to use it as a propaganda machi ne, 
received the assurance i t  wasn't. Meanwhi le  it has 
been transferred - where? To the P remier's Office. 

1 29 

To report to whom? To report to his Press Secretary, a 
non-elected, pol itical appointment responsible for 
propaganda in the P remier's Office is  now over con
trol of the I n formation Service. So the P remier was 
embarrassed about that. He d id n't want to ask. H e  
said, deal with it i n  Est imates, do anyth ing ,  don't 
bother me,  please don't ask me aga in .  So what he d id ,  
Mr .  Speaker, and  th is he picked up the  lead from the 
Member for Transcona and he said,  "I th ink  that the 
Leader of the Opposition is  engaging in character 
assassi nation." There was no character assassina
t ion .  The Leader of the O pposition read his press 
release on the job description of M r. O'Connor, and 
that was character assassi nation? When i n  doubt, 
when you can't answer the q uestion ,  we can assume 
from on ,  ladies and gentlemen, that  the F i rst M in ister 
is going to say, "You're character assassinat ing ."  

MR. SPEAKER: Does The Honourable F irst M in ister 
have a point of order? 

MR. PAWLEY: Yes, M r. Speaker, on a Matter of Privi
lege, because the Leader of the Opposition is  not 
present and I wouldn't want i t  to be suggested that the 
F i rst M in ister was engaged in character assassina
t ion,  nor  d id  I i n d icate that to the Leader of the O ppo
sition yesterday. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you,  Mr .  Speaker. Wel l ,  I 'm 
certain ly g lad that the First M in ister over there has 
provided that k i nd  of clarificat ion.  That's go ing to be 
very i nterest ing to read back. 

M r. Speaker, I have several m i nutes left u n less I 
have leave of the H ouse - ( I nterject ion)- Thank you.  
M r. Speaker, I want to sum u p  br iefly. The Throne 
Speech was very, very ind icative of the next fou r years 
of th is govern ment, not from what it said, M r. S peaker, 
but from what it d idn't say. There are a n umber of 
members in that backbench over there who are going 
to regret over  the course of  the next  several years that 
there was no mention, no  reference, and no recogni
t ion of any private sector i nvolvement i n  the P rovince 
of Manitoba. That is the fi rst and the last ing fai l u re of 
this new administration. 

They are going to use taxpayer dol lars to b loat the 
Civi l  Service as they already have d one, to create 
Crown corporat ions,  to get i nto bus iness ventures, 
and they're go ing  to do it ,  M r. Speaker, because with 
the wealth of bus iness experience they have on that 
side of the H ouse, they k now how to do i t  better than 
the private sector. M r. Speaker, that I tel l you is  more 
i m portant i n  the Throne Speech, n ot what it said,  but 
what it d idn't say, and Manitobans are recogniz ing 
that they d id  not elect a govern ment that was go ing  to 
s imply spend m oney on l os ing government ventures. 
That was never mentioned in any of their election 
promises and that is the only o ne,  Mr. Speaker, they're 
going to keep. The pub l ic sector wi l l  br ing that 
government down because they are going to waste 
taxpayer dol lars as they d id  in the eight previous years 
that they had control of this province; the province 
cannot afford i t  now as it could not afford it then. I t  w i l l  
not  create the necessary jobs n ow, as it d id n 't in  t he 
past, and that lack of recogn it ion of the private sector 
and its i mportant role wi l l  have the Fi rst M i n ister hang
ing  h is  head l ower than he's hanging it r ight now. 



Thursday, 4 March, 1 982 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the q uestion? 

MR. ANSTETT: Mr.  Speaker, I 'm wondering if the 
honourable member would permit  a question? 

MR. SPEAKER: The mem ber's t ime has expired. If  
there is  leave of the H ouse, it can be asked. Does the 
honourable m e m ber  have perm ission ?  ( Ag reed) 
Proceed. 

MR. ANSTETT: Mr. Speaker, The Honourable Member 
for Pem b i na d u ri n g  his remarks made reference to a 
col u m nist i n  the Winn ipeg Free P ress. I ' m  wondering 
i f  the honou rable member woul d  consider and tel l the 
House whether or  not he considers the col u m n  of that 
same col u m n ist which was i n  Tuesday of th is week's 
paper praisi ng  h is  Leader's contribution to the Throne 
Speech Debate made o n  th is past Monday as an 
objective col u m n ,  or  whether he considers that to be 
another one of those subjective l i beral contributions 
that's been made. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Speaker, from t ime to t ime,  par
t icu larly i n  a very very I suspect t ight job market, such 
as there i s  throughout N orth America and throughout 
Canada, that experiencing th is t ight job market and 
the fact that i t  a lso is  very competitive i n  the newsprint 
and the newspaper bus iness and that when a person's 
job perchance - I offer th is on ly as a possib le expla
nation - when a person's job may be in some danger, 
maybe that person is  expendable, maybe that person 
will be replaced, i f  that is  the case one does rather 
u n usual  th ings in strictly as a reaction of self-preser
vation  because people have an  i n g rown desire to look 
after themselves f i rst I g uess what I 'm say ing  to the 
Member  for Springfield is  that in c i rc umstances l ike 
that where maybe jobs aren't good and appointments 
from the Federal Government have d ried u p  that 
maybe, M r. Speaker, that i ndiv idual  is  hav ing a death
bed conversion possi bly. 

M r. S peaker, I may offer another solution to t hat i n  
that, you k now, i n  the cou rse of some four-and-a-half 
years or  so and a col u m n  which m ight have been 
repeated I would guess what? - every two days or 
three days in the paper, I ' m  not too sure, I d idn't read it 
after the second one. I j ust heard about i t  that possib ly  
there is  a law of  averages that  does come in  f rom t ime 
to t ime - l ike i f  you f l i p  a co in  there's a say ing  about 
f l i pp ing  a coin and you can fl ip a coin and i t' l l  come u p  
tai ls a n d  tai ls and tai ls a n d  then eventual ly the odds 
get g reater and g reater that it 's going to come u p  
heads. So,  maybe i n  strictly the odds of the n u m ber  of 
articles that this person has written over the past four
and-a-half years, odds say that one of them has to be 
favou rable. So, M r. Speaker, i n  summation,  it may well 
be that th is is  a death-bed conversion or  i t  may strictly 
be the luck of the odds. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease, order please. Q ues
tions occu rri ng  at the end of a member's statement are 
SL!pposed to be strictly for c larif icat ion.  it is not to be 
used as a manner of reopen ing the Debate. 

The Honourable Member for R ie l .  
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MRS. DOREEN DODICK (Riel): Thank you.  M r. 
Speaker, I wou ld l ike to take th is opport u n ity to 
express my pleasure that a parl iamentarian of your 
experience and stature has been elected to lead th is 
House in i ts del iberations. 

I am ful ly confident that a l l  of us  here, and particu
lar ly those of us  such as myself, who are entering i nto 
the legislative arena for the f i rst time, will be sk i l l fu l ly  
g u i ded by you as we debate the issues before us, and I 
am sure that we may a l l  rest secu re i n  the k nowledge 
that the f ine tradit ion of this Assembly wil l  be main
tained by such an  able and learned Speaker as 
yourself. 

I woul d  also at this t ime l ike to commend Manitoba's 
f i rst female Lieutenant-Governor for her reading of 
the S peech from the Throne last week. As a woman, I 
found it personal ly satisfy ing to have Her Excel lency 
present the Throne Speech, but the g race with which 
it was read made it doubly rewarding .  

As we l l ,  Mr .  Speaker, I wou ld  l i ke to  convey my 
g ratitude to the Mover and the Seconder of  the 
Speech from the Throne for the insp irations provided 
to myself, and to a l l  members of this House, I am sure .  

I enjoyed their  ins ightful remarks and share whole
heartedly many of the senti ments that they have 
expressed. As the Session  progresses, it is  my hope 
that the style and the breadth of v is ion d isplayed by 
the Mover and the Seconder will be emulated by al l  the 
members of this H ouse. 

F i nal ly,  M r. Speaker, I would l i ke to congratulate my 
col leagues, both on  th is side of the H ouse and across 
the floor, who have been chosen by the people of 
M a nitoba as the i r  representatives. W h i l e  be ing  
entrusted wi th  th is confidence is  clearly an  honour ,  i t  
is also a very g reat responsibi l ity and one that demands 
the ful l  appl ication of our col lected talents and 
energies. 

The adm i n istrat ions of the affairs of a vast province 
such as Manitoba is n o  easy task ,  but through the 
efforts of a dedicated and forward-looking govern
ment, u nder the watchfu l  eye of a responsible Opposi
tion, I am confident that the aspirat ions and the expec
tat ions of the people of Manitoba wi l l  be fu l ly realized 
and the society in which we l ive w i l l  be, in some way, 
i mproved. 

I would like to beg in ,  Mr. S peaker, by tel l i n g  you a 
bit  about my constituency. Located i n  South Win
n i peg between the Seine and the Red R ivers, R iel is  a 
com m u n ity of about 1 8,000 people. As you wi l l  f ind i n  
a lmost any Canadian comm u n ity o f  that size, its popu
lat ion is  characterized by d iversity; from manual  
workers to professionals, from housewives to stu
dents, from renters to homeowners, from pre-schoolers 
to pensioners, from new Canadians to first, second ,  
th i rd and fourt h  generation Canadians - al l  can  be 
foun d  i n  R ie l  and a l l  play an  i ntegral part i n  defin i n g  its 
d istinct character. 

H owever, despite th is d iversity, there is  a commo
nal ity l in ki n g  each and every one of the residents of 
R ie l  and that is their hope for the future,  their striv ing 
for a sou nd standard of  l iv ing for their  ch i ld ren  and 
their  ch i ld ren's ch i ld ren ,  and their  w i l l i ngness and 
their  abi l ity to work toward the achievement of their 
goals. 

The people of R ie l ,  and no doubt the people of 
Manitoba as a whole, are to be adm i red for their i n dus-
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try and their energy. I am not speaki n g  here of the 
i n dustry you f ind  in O ntario or the energy you f ind i n  
Alberta. Rather, Mr .  Speaker, I am referr ing to the 
industry and the energy that can be fou nd only i n  
Manitoba, that can be found only i n  the creativity, and 
the talent, the d rive and determ ination of the people of 
Manitoba. With the assistance and sup port of the 
Manitoba Government ,  that ind ustry and energy can 
be harnessed and m ore secure for the future of a l l  
Manitobans can be g uaranteed. 

Unfortunately, in the past four years, R ie l  and other 
areas of Manitoba have witnessed a depletion of our  
province's g reatest resource, her people. But I am 
confident u nder the  present government, we wi l l  f i nd  
that th is is not  an  u n renewable resource; that people 
wi l l  once agai n choose to make Manitoba their  home 
and i n  so doing wi l l  replenish our  store of talent. 

As I have said, M r. Speaker, with the assistance and 
the support of Manitoba Government,  the people of 
R ie l  w i l l  go far toward i m provin g  their commun ity and 
towards secur ing a better future for themselves and 
for their  chi ldren. Between 1 969 and 1 977, R ie l  received 
such assistance and we saw the bu i ld ing of three new 
com m u n ity c lubs at Norberry, Glen lee and G reendale 
and the opening of the St. V ital Arena. We saw g reater 
s upport given to the St. Amant Centre and the con
struction of the Meadwood Manor. We saw the devel
opment of the Louis R ie l  M useu m and an  experiment 
in  French-Engl ish co-education at Lavallee School. 
We saw the p lann i ng of the Fort Garry B ridge, the 
B ishop-Gra n d i n  H ig hway and the St.  V ital Mal l .  I 
could go on ,  M r. S peaker, but the point has been 
made. With the help of the Manitoba Gover n ment 
between 1 969 and 1 977, the people of R ie l  were pro
vided with an  opportunity, one which they took fu l l  
advantage of ,  to  i mprove the  commun ity i n  wh ich  they 
l ive. 

U nfortunately, M r. Speaker, for the past four years 
the people of R ie l  have not been provided with an 
opportun ity to g row and develop and they have not 
been g iven the chance to apply their industry and their  
energy to plann i n g  for the future. There has been very 
l ittle activity i n  R ie l  in the form of government assis
tance and support s ince 1 977. 

The Speech from the Throne has i n dicated to me 
that situation will soon be changed. It has given m e  
hope a n d  my constituency i n  R iel that their future i s  
more secure, that they may n o t  lose their  homes, that 
they may not be forced out of their apartments, that 
they may not see their  sons and daughters move away 
to Alberta or B rit ish Col u mbia in search of employ
ment.  I m ust say that i t  g ives me g reat satisfaction o n  
behalf o f  t h e  people o f  R i e l  t o  wholeheartedly endorse 
the provisions contained in the Speech from the 
Throne. 

I made the point earl ier,  M r. Speaker, that R ie l  is  
composed of a broad range of people with d ifferent 
needs and aspi rat ions.  I would l ike at th is point to 
expand on this fact and to deal with these specific 
requ i rements of several g roups of people located i n  
R ie l .  

1 982 is  the I nternational Year of the Elderly, and Rie l  
is  enriched with a s ign ificant sen ior  citizen and pen
sioner populat ion.  This g roup of people is  especial ly 
dear to my heart and as I l ook around  me and I see the 
tremendous changes, and changes for the better I 
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might add, that th is society has u ndergone i n  the past 
few decades. I t  is  throug h t he hard work and the self
less devotion and sacrifice of the people that we have 
so m uch today. They com mitted t he i r  lives to i mprov
i n g  the world in which we l ive. They i nvested cou nt
less hours in our factories and in our businesses a n d  
i n  our  homes i n  t h e  hope of creat ing a better society 
for their  ch i ld ren.  M r. S peaker, we are their  ch i ld ren  
and today we are  enjoyi ng  the fru its of  the i r  efforts. 
We are l iv ing in an i mproved society, an advanc ing 
society, and we owe i t  to the sen ior  cit izens, to the 
people who b u i lt our  province, to carry on  their  tradi
tion of hard work, devotion and sacrifice. We also owe 
it to them to ensure that they are not d iscarded 
because their productive years are over; to ensure that 
their  ret i rement, their well-earned rest is as enjoyable 
and as satisfy ing as we can possib ly make it. 

That is  why I am pleased to see the i nc lus ion of 
several provis ions in the Speech from the Throne that 
have provided assistance to senior cit izens. For 
example, many of the elderly in R ie l  are o n  fixed 
i ncomes and certain ly stand to gain from the exten
sion of Pharmacare to hearing  aids, dental service and 
eyeglasses and from the poss ib i l ity of a pension 
reform. In addit ion,  a n um ber  of R ie l  senior  citizens, 
part icularly in Old St. Vital, are fortunate to have their 
health and are i n dependent enough to contin u e  on  i n  
their own homes. With the passage o f  t ime and 
through the exposure of the elements some of these 
homes have fallen i nto d isrepair. Through the revitali
zation and expansion of the critical home repair the 
necessary i mprovements w i l l  be made and these 
seni or citizens wi l l  be able to continue l iv ing  in their  
homes that many have occu pied for decades. 

For others, their  health no longer permits them to 
l ive in their own homes and instead they are admitted 
to a personal care home. U nfortunately, we are faced 
with a d i lemma i n  which many senior citizens req u i re 
some medical  survei l lance, but  do not req u i re fu l l  
care. I n  R ie l  we have a faci l ity i n  the form of  the  
Meadwood Manor  wh ich  attempts to a l leviate this 
problem . One bu i ld ing  is a fu l ly  staffed personal care 
home and another attached by a walkway is a senior 
cit izen apartment complex. Each of the apartments 
are equ ipped with a d irect emergency l ine  to the fu l l
staff fac i l ity and the proxi mity of the two bu i ld ings 
makes it possib le for i m m ediate response. The resu l t  
is  senior  citizen housi ng  in  which the elderly, despite 
their fai l i n g  health, are enabled to live a d igni f ied and 
independent l ife. 

I n  addit ion to the senior citizens, Riel  is  a lso charac
terized by a large n u m ber of young couples and their  
fami l ies, as well as by s ingle-parent fami lies. For many 
of these fami l ies j ust start ing  out, the d ire economic 
condit ions demand that  the parents work and w here 
there are young ch i ld ren  involved it is  necessary to 
ut i l ize the avai lable day-care faci l it ies. M ost of us 
here, M r. Speaker, have had the joy of watch ing  o u r  
ch i ld ren  g row and develop and I am sure that w e  can 
a l l  attest to the i mportance of having your ch i ldren  
reared i n  a healthy environment. I n  many i nstances, 
that environment can be the ch i ld's own home under 
either the mother or  the father's supervision,  but in  
others, as I have poi nted out,  ci rcu mstances demand 
that the ch i ld spend a good part of  the day in  a day
care faci l ity whi le  the parents are at work. G iven the 



necessity for day care, then I feel that it is i m perative 
that government act to ensure the h ighest possible 
qual ity of these fac i l it ies and I f u l ly support the pas
sage of a Com m u n ity Ch i ld  Day Care Standards Act. 
What is  equal ly i mportant to me as wel l ,  M r. S peaker, 
is that we recognize that the fundamental reality that 
day care services a need, that in most cases, parents 
resort to day care because they have no other choice. 
The exploitat ion of that need for private profit is  basi
cally immoral and the Government of Manitoba should 
act to ensure that al l  day-care fac i l ities operate as 
non-profit organizations. 

In addit ion to their  need for day care, many of these 
you ng fami l ies have recently acqu i red a home and 
they are being h i t  - hard h it - by the excessive 
h igh- interest rate pol icy of the Federal Government. 
These homeowners fac ing  mortgage renewals are 
jo ined in their p l ight  by a large n u m ber  of small busi
ness people in Riel ;  also confronted with high i nterest 
rates. U n fortu nately, the situation has become so 
desperate for some homeowners and busi ness people 
that they are presented with the real poss ib i l ity of 
losing their homes and their bus inesses The i mmedi
acy of th is problem demands that the i m pl ication of 
our Emergency in terest rate rel ief p rogram to protect 
homeowners and smal l  bus iness people in R ie l  and 
homeowners and small  business people and farmers 
throughout the province. But wh i le th is w i l l  not a l le
viate some of the hardsh ips experienced in the shor
trun ,  we m ust also look to the l o ng-term. I n  a society 
as d ifferent as ours ,  every Canadian fami ly  should be 
entitled to purchase a home. But, M r. Speaker, home
ownersh ip  is becoming a dyin g  dream for many Can
adians and the situation is  n o  d ifferent in my consti
tuency of Rie l .  

I ask you,  Mr .  Speaker, and I ask the members of th is 
H ouse why can many of the people of your consti
tuency and m ine  no l onger realize the d ream of own
ing their own home? I s  i t  because people no longer 
desire to be homeowners? I s  i t  because people d o  not 
q ualify for f inancing for the purchase of their home? Is 
i t  because the original p urchase price of a home is so 
high that people are u nable to pay it? Are these the 
reasons that people can no longer own their own 
homes? 

The answer to al l  of these q uestions is  no, M r. 
Speaker. People sti l l  desire to purchase a h ouse, peo
ple are st i l l  capable of f inancing the or ig ina l  price and 
the or ig ina l  purchase price of a home is not so h i g h  
that people are n o t  p repared to pay f o r  i t .  I f  people 
were not prepared to pay the price for housing then 
the market would decl ine to a point where they would 
be so prepared. That,  Mr .  Speaker, is  s imple econom
ics. But what is  n ot s imple econom ics, what in fact, is  
not even s imple common sense and what l ies at the 
very heart of the inabi l ity of people of your consti
tuency and m i ne to realize the d ream of homeowner
sh ip  is  the Federal G overnment's pol icy of i nsanely 
high in terest rates. People are s imply not prepared to 
pay two or th ree t i mes the val ue of their home in order 
to finance its original price. 

I n  Riel, the problem extends beyond homeowner
sh ip  to inc lude smal l  bus inessmen as wen. R ie l  has 
always had a n u mber of small businesses dotted 
throughout the area enclosed with i n  its boundaries 
and with the rise of the St. V ital Mal l  and the develop-
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ment of several other smal l  sh ipp ing centres, smal l  
bus iness is becoming a more and more important part 
of the constituency.  

I n  order for these small  businesses to o perate they 
must borrow to cover the purchase of their bu i ld ing ,  to 
cover upkeep and renovations, to cover the cost of 
i nventory and staff. Smal l busi ness people re ly on  
borrowed funds. At a t ime when in terest rates are  at  a 
record h ig h  level many small  bus inesses cannot make 
a go of it. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, on  behalf of the homeowner 
and the smal l  business people in Riel, I see it as 
i mperative that the Manitoba Government continue  to 
put pressure on  the Federal Government to change its 
present i nterest rate pol icy. I n  the short term, there is  a 
def i n ite need for an emergency p rog ram to prevent 
further foreclosures and bankruptcies but in the long 
term i nterest rates s imply must come down.  

In  addit ion to a l l  of these groups, pensioners, young 
fami l ies, h omeowners and small  businesses R ie l  is  
also characterized by a large n u m ber  of i nd iv iduals 
l iv ing in rental  housing.  In fact, M r. Speaker, 35 per
cent of R ie l  populat ion l ive in rental housing .  For th is 
reason the issue of rent control is  one of the i mme
d iate concerns to me. 

I n  most cases people l iv ing in rental housing cannot 
afford to pay u nwanted increases i n  rent. 

W ith r is ing cost of necessities, i nc reases in the cost 
of hous ing often places an  u n bearable b urden on  ren
ters. I t  is  therefore necessary that a rent control act be 
passsed to protect tenants from u nfair rent increase. 

I recognize that landlords, l i ke tenants are also vic
tims of today's i n flat ionary sp ira l  and I d o  not deny 
that the rent i ncrease is  necessary i f  landlords are to 
keep pace with i nflation .  The business of owni n g  ren
tal housi ng  is  exactly that, a business, and as is  the 
case for other businessmen, landlords are entit led to a 
fai r  return on their i nvestment, but there is an i m por
tant d ifference that m ust be realized. Whereas the 
customer of a shoestore or  a g rocery store can easi ly 
take their  bus iness elsewhere i f  they are d issatisfied 
with the cost of a pair of boots or  a l oaf of b read, 
tenants cannot so easi ly pick up and move i f  they f ind  
that the i r  rent is  increasing beyond the i r  means. 

Therefore, while landlords are entitled to a fair 
return  on  their do l lar,  there m ust be some form of 
pub l ic regu latory body to determine what the fair 
return  should be and the p ri ncipal  characteristics of 
such a system should be that the onus  is o n  the land
l ord, rather than on  the tenant, to p rove that a rent 
i ncrease is  necessary. Such a system provides the 
necessary degree of protection to the tenant, whi le  at 
the same t ime a l lowing the responsib i l ity of i nvest
ment return for landlords; it is fair to both parties. 

A f inal  group that I would like to deal with,  M r. 
Speaker, is the g rowi ng n u m ber of students that are 
res id ing in R ie l .  With the construction of the Bishop 
G rand in  H i ghway and the Fort Garry B ridge, R ie l  is  
fast becoming a desirable residential area for students 
attend ing the U niversity of Manitoba, and with the 
begi n n i n g  of each school year more and more stu
dents are choosing to make R ie l  their home. 

As the m other of three daughters, who have a l l  been 
enro l led at one point or  another in post-secondary 
i nstitut ions,  I have a special concern for the opera
t ions of our  province's u n iversities and com m u n ity 
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colleges. For me it is not possible to place a price tag 
on the value of education.  The very future of our  
society, Mr .  Speaker, depends on  the capacity of  your 
you n g  people to deal  with the myriad of problems they 
may be confronted with, n ot to mention the h ost of 
problems that we wi l l ,  no doubt, leave as our  legacy. 

If they are to cope effectively with the many d ifficu l
ties that they w i l l  i nevitably face, our  young people 
m ust be armed with a good ed ucation ,  they m ust have 
i nsti l led in them the abi l i ty to recogn ize problems, to 
u nderstand their nature, and to organize t heir  actions 
to solve them in the most expedient manner. 

I feel so strongly about this issue, Mr. Speaker. that I 
am not ashamed to say that I would l ike to see free 
un iversal education made avai lable to all those who 
wish to take advantage of it . But wh i le th is is  my 
d ream, I do realize that the  reality of  free u niversal 
education is  s i mply not feasible u n der exist ing eco
nomic conditions. The cost of attract ing and reta in ing  
q ual if ied, competent educators and admin istrators 
and the cost of mai ntain i ng the essential i nfrastruc
ture,  are too great for the state alone to bear. 

It is  necessary that students contribute d i rectly to 
f inancing the cost of their educat ion.  But taki ng  that 
as g iven ,  Mr. S peaker, I t h i nk that i t  shou ld  be one of 
Man itoba Government's top pr iorities to do every
th ing i n  the power to relieve the burden borne by 
students. That i s  why I am especial ly p leased to see 
inc luded in the present legislat ion program provision 
for such matters as rent controls, a freeze in transit 
fares, and of part icular s ign i ficance, a freeze in tu it ion 
fees for  the 1982-83 school year. 

The government now m ust d i rect its efforts towards 
identifyi ng  alternative sources of fund ing  so that the 
h igh qual ity of Manitoba's post-secondary i nstitu
t ions can be maintained and i mproved, and so that the 
h i g her  education can contin ue to be with i n  the g rasp 
of every Man itoban, young and old.  

To th is point,  Mr. Speaker, I have addressed some of 
the major issues of concern to the people of Riel ,  and 
as the Session prog resses, I w i l l  from t ime to t ime 
br ing forward other matters perta in ing  to the needs of 
my constituency and to the needs of a l l  Manitobans. 

Before c los ing ,  Mr. Speaker, I would l ike to deal 
with my own personal ph i losphy on the d i rection  that 
government in Manitoba should take. 

I was born and raised in a smal l  rural comm u nity i n  
Saskatchewan .  I f i rst developed a n  in terest i n  pol itics 
when, at a very early age, I had the privi lege of hear ing 
Tommy Douglas speak. The message i mparted by 
Tommy Douglas and the experience of l iv ing through 
the Depress ion ,  the Second World War,  and the for
mat ion in 1 944 of the f i rst CCF Government in Saskat
chewan, have a l l  had a profound i nf l uence on the way 
that I view society and the role of government  i n  
society. 

Mr. Speaker, despite the g lar ing i n equa l ities that 
presently exist in our  world and despite the many 
atrocities that we hear and read about every day, I 
remain a f i rm bel iever i n  the fundamental goodness 
and equal ity of a l l  men and I l ook forward with optim
ism to the day when men wil l  fulf i l !  their potential .  

But men can on ly achieve this h ig her state of being 
if they are permitted to g row and develop in a healthy 
social environment, if they are provided with adequate 
suppl ies of food, medical care. housing ,  education 
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and trai n i ng and other necessities - i n  short, if they 
are granted the opportu n ity to achieve their fu l l  
potential. 

This then, Mr. Speaker, is the purpose of govern
ment; to d raw on the col lective resources of the ent ire 
population i n  order to ensure that each and every 
citizen is provided with the opportun ity to fu l ly develop 
his talents. 

What I see in the legis lative program presently 
before the House,  Mr. Speaker. is  a very good example 
of g overnment fu l fi l l i n g  i ts pr inc ipal purpose. of a 
government that is genu inely concerned for the wel
fare of the people that elected it to office, of a govern
ment of compassion .  I am proud to support whole
heartedly the efforts of such a government and I look 
forward to a very br ight future for the people of 
Manitoba. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): The 
Honourable Mem ber  for K i rkfield Park. 

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park): Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. I am very p leased to have the oppor
t u n ity to congratulate you on  your appointment as 
Speaker; and also to the Mem ber  for F l i n  F lon on h is  
appointment as Deputy Speaker. I can see that  you 
have your  work cut  out for you in keeping order and 
hel p ing  the new mem bers o n  both s ides of the House, 
when needed. You have my best wishes. 

I woul d  also l ike to thank you, Mr. Speaker. for 
taking t ime to hold a brief ing session for new members. 
I t  was very much appreciated. My compl i ments to the 
Mover and the Seconder of the Throne S peech for the 
qual ity of their speeches g iven last Friday. I t  was 
especial ly pleas ing for a new mem ber, such as myself, 
to hear the Mem ber for B urrows lay down the gu ide
l i nes for th is G overn ment. Mr. Speaker, we, i n  the 
Opposit ion can certain ly rest more easi ly  knowing 
that we w i l l  be deal ing  wi th  a g overn ment that i s  fu l l  of 
i ntegrity, publ ic morality and,  of course, v i rtue. 

N ow, k indness - may I express my s incere appre
ciat ion to those members on both sides of th is House 
who have offered me their warm words of congratula
tion and welcome. I n  what I u nderstand is a longstand
ing trad it ion for new members, Mr. Speaker, may I 
take a few moments to fami l iarize the honourable 
members with the constituency I represent. 

I am proud to be the f i rst representative for the new 
constituency of Ki rkfield Park. K i rkfield Park, as a 
result of redistribut ion,  is made u p  of part of the Assi
n i boia and Sturgeon C reek constituencies in the west 
end of sunny St. J ames. It is  a lovely residential area 
consist ing main ly  of s ingle-fami ly  dwe l l in gs, with 
apartments, some tow n houses, condo m i n i u m s  and 
senior  cit izens' residences. I t  is an  area with shopping 
centres, a museum,  l ib rary and i ndoor arena. Between 
the Perimeter and Sturgeon Road, there is  nearly 
every k ind  of store or  restaurant or recreational faci l
ity that one could want. We are fortunate, Mr. Speaker, 
to have Sturgeon C reek formi n g  part of our  eastern 
boundary from Saskatchewan Avenue to Hami lton 
Avenue and then f lowing through Heritage Park past 
G rant's O ld  Mi l l  and on through picturesque Wood
haven to the Assin iboine R iver, our southern border. 

The Creek is  a g reat recreational  area, especial ly i n  



winter, where people toboggan,  skate and cross
country sk i .  I t  forms a l ovely park in the summer. With 
the exception of Woodhaven, the age of the majority 
of homes in the remainder of the Constituency is 
approximately 15 to 20 years. It was part of one of the 
fastest growing com m u n it ies in Canada; the area is  
now fu l ly  developed with l ittle room for expansion.  My 
constituency revolves around  three com m u n ity cen
tres; Heritage V ictoria, north of Portage; Woodhaven 
and K irkfield Westwood, both south of Portage. We 
are a busy commu n ity, fam i ly oriented. Some of us are 
i nvolved i n  youth g ro u ps,  some sports, some as i n  
volunteers i n  o u r  schools; sti l l  others are involved i n  
Service C l u bs such a s  t h e  Opt imists, w h o  have j ust 
completed another successful I n ternational Band 
Festival; the Rotarians, who sponsor student exchange 
programs; and the K insmen,  who raised funds to help 
bu i ld  the Ki nsmen Al lard I ndoor Arena. 

With regard to the remarks from the Member for 
R iver East, and I q u ote, "School D ivisions such as St. 
James and Fort Garry which are rich in business 
property and industrial parks levy m u ch l ower school 
taxes. I n  St. James, these bus inesses j ust d id n't 
happen, but were a resu lt of a concerted effort on the 
part of St. James citizens through what is  now St. 
J a mes-Ass i n i bo ia C h a m ber  of Commerce. T h e  
development o f  t h e  industrial area was spearheaded 
in co-operation with the then St. James Counci l .  T his, 
as the present Member for St. James would be aware, 
translated i nto thousands of jobs for Manitobans. O u r  
Chamber cont inues t o  be a dr iv ing force i n  t h e  com
m u n ity. We have many churches situated in the con
stituency, a l l  with thr iv ing congregations.  Although 
our  population changes frequently due to transfers 
and the mobi l ity of the modern fami ly ,  the values 
represented in our commun ity remain relatively stable. 

M r. Speaker, we are fortu nate that o u r  constituency 
is served by a f ine com m u n ity newspaper, Metro O ne, 
that keeps us  in formed of day-to-day activities and 
concerns of our residents. 

As for myself, I am a fi rst generation Canadian ,  my 
h usband were born and raised in W i n nipeg's westend. 
Due to job relocat ion ,  we spent seven years in the 
east, but chose to move back to Manitoba. This is 
where we wanted to l ive and raise o u r  three ch i ldren.  
Manitoba has a qual i ty of l ife second to none. 

Com m u n ity i nvolvement has always been a priority 
in my l ife. I have been a hockey mother, an  enthusias
tic Jets fan , a volunteer in schools and have repre
sented more that half of my constituency as a school 
trustee on  the Board of the St. James Ass in iboia 
School Divis ion.  

Dur ing  that t ime we i ntroduced the f i rst before
noon-hour and after-school ch i ld  care program i n  
Ass in ibo ine  School  i n  S t .  J ames. Also t h e  fi rst pro
g ram in a Man itoba pub l ic school was i mplemented to 
meet the needs of autistic ch i ldren  at K irkfield Park 
School in my constituency.  This set the example for 
other d ivisions to meet the educational needs of o u r  
special ch i ldren,  omitti ng  n o  one. 

Subseq uently, t he Conservative admin istration saw 
fit to i m plement grants for h igh  cost-low i ncidence 
fund ing  for the handicapped. Also, at that t ime we 
instituted a program to conserve energy, which has 
resulted i n  a su bstantial saving,  one q uarter of a mi l 
l ion dol lars annual ly for  the past four years. 
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M r. Speaker, neighbou rhood schools are an i m por
tant part of K irkfield Park. The g reen space that sur
rounds the schools, the activities that go on i n  the 
schools after hours .  St. James-Ass in iboia has expe
rienced the fastest decl i ne of any school d iv is ion i n  
Man itoba and consequently we are faced with the 
closing of a school , which is  causin g  an upheaval in 
our c o m m u n i ty .  Parents and residents al ike are 
demand ing a g reater say i n  what happens to their 
schools. Some of my constituents, and I support 
them,  are looking for a pol icy set down by the prov
i nce that without taking  away from l ocal autonomy 
g ives g ui dance to school boards on  decl i n i n g  enrol
l ment. This is  n ot just a local problem, i t  is  province
wide. 

Another area of concern is the French programs. 
There are two programs avai lable; one is  French 
i m mersion,  which in St. James is  being run as d ual
track, mean ing Engl ish and French in the same 
school . The secon d  is  core French wh ich w i l l  be intro
d uced this fal l  in all our schools in St. J ames. Th is  is  a 
p i lot project of the Department of Education which 
starts at the grade fou r level .  For parents wanti n g  their 
ch i ldren to learn French but who do not choose the 
i mmersion optio n ,  g rade four is  not soon enough. I 
therefore u rge th is  government to g ive strong consid
erat ion to beg i n n i n g  the core F rench program at the 
k indergarten leve l .  

As the appointed crit ic for Cultural  Affairs and H is
torical Resources, I am pleased to see that th is 
government is  committed to being accessible to 
Manitoba's cu l tural commun ity. C u ltural affairs and 
h istorical resources was seen to be of such i mpor
tance that u nder the Conservative adm i n istration it 
was set up as a separate department. 

The former M i n ister, N orma P rice, was always 
accessible to our ethno-cul tural com m u n ities gett ing 
to know f i rsthand their  cu ltu re,  but more i mportantly 
by meet ing and gett ing to know the people. 

It is  my hope that this government w i l l  contin ue to 
encourage our cu ltu ral  groups without creat ing an 
u nhealthy degree of re l iance on g overnment for s u p
port that could jeopardize their i ndependence. 

Early in 1 980, M r. Speaker, The P u bl ic L ibraries Act 
was amended making capital g rants avai lable for con
struction or  renovat ion of l ibrary faci l i ties. The resu l t  
was i mproved l ibrary services i n  rural Man itoba. I 
would hope th is government wi l l  conti nue  the com
m itment of the previous ad min istrat ion to i mprove the 
q ual ity of l ibrary services and to expand their accessi
b i l ity to all Manitobans. Of part icu lar concern, M r. 
Speaker, are th is government's plans, which wi l l  
s u rely resu l t  in  an explosion of pu bl ic  spend ing  at  a 
t ime when expenditures by g overnments at a l l  levels 
are outstri pp ing reven ues at an alarm ing rate. Th is  
government seems wi l l ing  to spend taxpayers' monies 
for a l l  sorts of projects where the end result is an  
u n k nown q uantity, wh i le projects l ike Alcan, wh ich  
cou ld  br ing  h u nd reds of jobs  to  Manitobans, are i n  
jeopardy. 

The Throne Speech stated that provinces such as 
Manitoba rely heavily on smal l  business. I f ind th is 
government's actions contradictory to that statement. 
The successfu l s ign ing of an a l u m i n u m  smelter 
agreement would mean more to Manitoba's smal l  bus
i ness than a l l  the programs i n  the Th rone Speech 
combined. 
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D u ri n g  my campai g n  one of my constituents, who 
along with  h is  wife, runs a smal l  d istributorship sel l i ng  
fitt ings and  valves out  o f  the i r  home ,  told me that i f  
Alcan comes onstream he would be able to open an  
office and put one person on  the road fu l l t ime sel l i ng  
and another fu l lt ime i n  the  office. Th is  is  j ust one 
busi nessman. There m ust be h u n d reds out there j ust 
l ike h i m .  For the good of our province's economy and 
more i mportantly for our young people to have the 
opportunities to prosper here in Manitoba, I u rge the 
government to proceed with negotiat ions in a respon
sible manner. 

The Speech from the Throne also referred to the 
current u n happy state of federal-provincial  relat ions, 
a condit ion result ing from the 1 4-year reig n  of a Pr ime 
M i n ister who has so d ivided th is country and whose 
attitude has soured relations with every provincial  
j u risdiction to the point where there are no l onger any 
Liberal Provincal  Governments left. This state of 
affairs is  part icu larly evident in the West, where there 
is  not a s ing le elected Liberal M LA and only two M P's 
from Manitoba to the Pacific Ocean. 

M r. Speaker, I hope the F irst M i n ister does not 
b e l i eve he can w i n  over the P r i m e  M i n i ster by 
approach ing Ottawa on bended k nee. Two l ines in the 
Throne Speech caught my attention in this regard and 
I q uote: "My government recognizes the vital f inan
cial  support provided by the Federal G over nment and 
my M i n isters rema in  hopeful  that the new arrange
ments wi l l  provide sufficient funds for the maintain i ng 
of h igh  qual ity he lp  and educational  services i n  a l l  
parts of Canada and w i l l  reflect a strong renewed 
comm itment to equal ization .  

Mr.  Speaker, Manitoba is  not a charity case that we 
m ust go begg ing  to M r. Trudeau, cap i n  hand .  Some of  
the  m oney wh ich  the F i rst M in ister is  hopeful of 
receiving was earned r ight here in Man itoba through 
the efforts of Man itobans. H ig h  qual ity help and edu
cat ion services are not a privi lege to be g ranted, they 
are o u r  r ight. H istory has shown us that the Pr ime 
M i n i ster i s  u nscrupu lous  in  taki n g  advantage of 
weakness where he can f ind it .  I earnestly hope,  after 
l isteni n g  to the M i n ister of N orthern Affairs, that th is  
new government is  tak ing  a f i rm stand when dea l ing  
wi th  the  Federal Government but the  t imes do demand 
f i rmness to deal with that govern ment's attempts to 
put its own house in order by u n loading  an  u nholy 
f inancial mess on  to the backs of the provinces. 

Despite the recent lectu re g iven to us  on co
operatio n ,  M r. Speaker, I doubt there is  anyone in th is  
Chamber who does not support the concept of co
operative federalism with a strong central government 
carry ing  out its constitutional functions i n  a responsi
ble manner. But bureaucrats i n  Ottawa should not be 
i nvolved in matters which are more effectively and 
efficiently attended to by provincial  or local levels of 
government. The very nature of o u r  federal system is 
supposedly desig n ed to protect us  from such actions. 

In the same manner, I hope that this new govern
ment's com m itment to co-operative federal ism w i l l  
exten d  to  i ts  own deal i n gs w i th  the  C ity of Winn ipeg, 
j ust as we have federal and provi ncial  g overnments to 
manag e  affairs i n  their  own j u risdiction, we also have 
m u nic ipal  governments, which are charged with the 
runn ing  of our  cities. Already th is govern ment has 
shown signs in the Throne Speech that it i ntends to 
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i ntrude i nto the pol icy making apparatus of the City of 
Winn ipeg on the matters which are strictly l ocal i n  
nature. This i s  wrong ,  Mr .  Speaker. S u rely the matter 
of bus fares is  a civic, rather than provincial  concern. 
Where wil l  i t  stop? This has to be a gen u i ne concern,  
M r. Speaker. What is  the point of elect ing  counc i l lors 
and a Mayor if the provi nce is p lann ing to make a l l  the 
decisions? I would suggest if th is is the kind of strong 
local government that the Honourable M in ister of 
N o rthern Affairs is  p lann ing  to g ive to the commun i
ties i n  the N orth ,  they had better get  the groun d  rules 
i n  writ ing. 

In clos ing ,  M r. Speaker, I look forward to worki n g  
with members o n  both s ides of t h e  H ouse i n  the 
m onths ahead and to serv ing my constituents to the 
best of my abi l ity. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney General. 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, with your i n d ulgence and 
the i n d u lgence of the House I 'd l i ke to cal l  i t  5:30 and 
adjourn the debate on  the Throne Speech unt i l  8 p .m.  

MR. SPEAKER: I s  i t  the  w i l l  of the  H ouse to ca l l  i t  
5:30? (Agreed) 

That being the case I ' m  leav ing the Chair  to return  at 
8 p .m.  this evening .  




