
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, 3 June, 1 982 

Time - 8:00 p.m. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 
SUPPLY - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

MR. CHAIRMAN, H. Harapiak: I cal l  the Committee to 
order. We are on Executive Counci l  on Page 7 of the 
Esti m ates on 1 .(b)  M i nister Without Portfol io's Salary.  

Mr .  P remier, you have no introductory remarks? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: N o. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We' l l  go on to 1 .( b) M i nister With
out Portfolio's Salary-pass. 

HON. S.  LYON: I assume, M r. C hairman, that we're 
coming back to 1 .(a) as usual. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes. 1 .(c) Management and Admi
nistration: 1 .(c) ( 1 )  Salaries. 

The Leader of the Opposition.  

HON. S.  LYON: Under that item,  M r. Chairman,  per
haps we could pause for a moment and talk about the 
staff in the P remier's office and ask the First Min ister if 
he  cou l d  give us  a l isting of the new staff who h ave 
been added to h is office in the l ast six months. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Chairman, what we could d o  is 
provide that i n  printed form. T here have been staff 
added, but  of course m uch of it has been f i l l ing p re
vious positions. Would you l ike  it verbally? 

HON. S.  LYON: S u re,  that wou l d  be fine and then we 
could fol low it up with a written confirmation of it. 
Thank you, Mr .  Chairman. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Principal Secretary, Senior Officer 
6 ... 

HON. S. LYON: Could we attach names,  please? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That's M r. W. Regehr . .. 

HON. S. LYON: And range of salary,  wh i le we're at it? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: $54,636; L.C. Carrothers, Execu
tive Assistant 1 - $22,737; Assistant to Principal Secre
tary, A. M itchel l ,  P 6 - $31 ,378; Comm unication and 
Coordination Officer, D. O'Connor, Senior  Officer 3 -
$43,576; Secretary, J. Desorcy, AY4 - $1 3,909; Po licy 
Analyst, A. Wortsman, Professional Officer 6, $34, 1 49 
- P rotocol Officer, Kath l een Brown,  Secretary, 
Unclassified - $20,238; Coordinator of Premier's 
Secretariat, J. Wasylycia-Leis, P rofessional Officer 6 -
$34, 1 49; Media Secretary, G .  Cramer, Professional 
Officer 5 - $26,287; Correspondence Officer, G .  Feely, 
Clerk 4 - 1 7,439; l ntinerary Co-ordinator, W. Gereke, 
C lerk 4 - 1 6,831 ; Secretary, S. R oss - 1 4, 1 67; Clerk of 
Executive Counci l ,  M . B .  Deeter, Senior Officer 6 -
58,901 ; Secretary, V. Coombes, Administrative Secre
tary/Deputy M i nister - 1 6,83 1 .  

There are currently 2 9  on t h e  payrol l. T hat corn-

pares with 28 on the payro l l ,  November 30, 1 98 1 ,  if one 
includes M r. Mccance that had been seconded from 
the Department of Finance to the Premier's Office. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Chairman, that's the complete 
staffing of the office at the present t ime? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: There are people that are on staff 
that remain with the office from pre-November 30. I 
u nderstood the Leader of the Opposition to want only 
the additional or  the new people. 

HON. S. LYON: Can the First M i nister advise as to 
w h at accounts for the i ncrease i n  the vote from the 
print from 776,400 last year to 978,000 this year, an 
i ncrease of about $200,000 for approximately the 
same n u m ber  of people? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: There is  the addition of one posi
tion, the Co-ordinator's position and .the Premier's  
Secretariat. Secondly, monies i n  order to provide for 
merit i ncrements and the other is the French Lan
g uage Services which comes to 8 1 ,  700.00. 

HON. S.  LYON: That's a new addition to the staff, M r. 
Chairman? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes,  the F re n c h  L a n g u ag e  
Secretariat h a d  been establ ished i n  Cu l tura l  Affairs, 
transferred to the Executive Council .  

HON. S.  LYON: So we shou ld  see a corresponding 
reduction of $81 ,000 i n  C u ltural  Affairs? 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: I assu me so. It  was started i n  the 
m idd le  of the 1 98 1 -82 fiscal year. 

HON. S.  LYON: Starting with the  C lerk of the Execu
tive Counci l ,  perhaps the F i rst M i nister would care to 
g ive us  h is reasons for the disengagement of Mr .  
Bedson? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The basic reason, I th ink ,  is the  
same reason for  wh ich  M r. Bedson was appointed t o  
serve Premier Devine i n  Saskatchewan. 

HON. S.  LYON: He was appointed because of merit to 
serve M r. Devine. Was he  discharged for merit? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. C hairman, it  has been my 
position and I don't th ink  it's quarrel l ed with - it cer
tainly wasn't quarrelled with by the Leader of the 
Opposition when he  was F i rst M i nister - that-certainly 
of a l l  positions, the Clerk of the Cabinet has to be one 
that both Cabinet and the C lerk feel comfortable 
working together. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. C hairman, the First M i n ister 
served in the Schreyer Cabinet for eight years. Did h e  
feel a n y  d iscomfort serving with M r. Bedson as Clerk 
of the Executive Counci l  d u ring those years? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I certain ly am of the view that any 
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govern ment upon taking office certain ly  has to exam
ine positions such as this and the i nd iv idual  ho ld ing 
that position as to whether there are any difficulties 
insofar as harmonious relat ionship.  P h i losophically, 
the C lerk of the Cabinet is one that has to have the 
trust and also has to, i n  turn, feel trust towards the 
govern ment i n  power. I was not satisfied that would 
have been indeed the case - ( I nterjection)- it 's a 
personal judgment and one that I used and, Mr .  
Chairman,  I accept fu l l  responsib i l ity for that person2.1 
judgment. 

HON. S. LYON: I return to the original point, Mr. 
Chairman. Did the F i rst M i nister feel any p h ilosophi
cal d iscomfort in the eight years in which M r. Bedson 
served Mr.  Schreyer as Clerk of the Executive Council? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I t  was my j ud gment that I would 
not  feel as comfortable as I shou ld  with the cont inued 
service of M r. Bedson as Clerk of the Cabinet. 

HON. S.  LYON: Woul d  the F i rst M i nister not agree 
that Mr. Bedson was a career civil servant? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I don't k now j u st in  what for m  the 
Leader of the Opposition defines that. I am certainly 
not satisified that M r. Bedson, based upon my knowl
edge, would p h i losophical ly  feel comfortable with the 
new government in place. I t's a judgment cal l  that I 
assume the responsibi l ity for. I a m  s u re the Leader of 
the Opposition used those k ind of judgment cal l s  in  
1 977. 

HON. S.  LYON: The Leader of the Opposition, M r. 
Chairman, in 1 977 didn't replace the Clerk of the 
Executive Counci l  when he  became Premier and the 
then Leader of the Opposition, M r. Schreyer, d idn't 
replace the Clerk of the Executive Counci l  i n  1 969 
when he  became Premier. Why did this particular F i rst 
Minister feel that he h ad to rep lace the  Clerk of the 
Executive Council? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I think I have a lready responded to 
that, M r. C h ai rman. I d id  not feel that the  C lerk of the 
Counci l  would necessarily feel comfortable,  nor would 
Cabi net feel  comfortable with the C lerk of the Cabinet 
and I th ink that answers the question. 

HON. S.  LYON: Perhaps the F i rst Min ister would care 
to give us  further evidence in support of his subjective 
judgment that he made. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  I want a C lerk of 
Cabinet that I feel comfortable wi l l  i ndeed work 
towards s imi lar objectives and I think it's a responsi
bi l i ty of any government u pon taking office to ensure 
that a key position such as C lerk of the Cabinet is able 
to work towards the k ind  of mandate that is p rovided 
by the publ ic d u ring the cam paign.  Otherwise, we fail 
the p ubl ic at large if a change is m ade s i mply i n  the 
elected office and when it comes to a key position, 
high paid position as wel l ,  we fail to ensure that it's 
someone that is going to work in a fashion that wi l l  
acco m pl ish  the overal l  objectives. I am satisfied that 
M r. Bedson would not, for i nstance, be able to do the 
work that Mr .  Deeter is presently doing.  

HON. S.  LYON: Perhaps,  the F i rst M i nister cou l d  te l l  
us  what he  found ph i losophical ly objectionable i n  M r. 
Bedson. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I d id not feel that M r. Bedson 
woul d  share the general p h i losop h ic approach of the 
new government. I made no secret of the fact that I 
th ink there m u st be and should be a consistency. 

HON. S. LYON: I take it then, that the First Min ister 
feels that he  has t h at k ind  of e lusive ph i losophical 
at-homeness with Mr.  M ichael Deeter, who is the c u r
rent Clerk of the Executive Counci l .  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. Otherwise, I would not have 
appointed h i m  to that key position of being  C lerk of 
the Cabinet. 

HON. S.  LYON: The First Min ister then fu l ly  realizes 
that having made this change for ph i losophical and/or 
ideological reasons that he has now pol iticized the 
C hief Deputy Min ister's position i n  the Government of 
Manitoba. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I th ink  t here was 
much more politicizing done in 1 977 than anyth ing 
that  was done N ovember 30 ,  1 98 1 . The C lerk of 
Cabinet, of al l  positions, is a very key and a very 
political posit ion. 

HON. S.  LYON: The Clerk of Cabinet ,  M r. Chairman,  
who had served through the Robl in  Government, the 
Weir  Government, the Schreyer Government, the 
Lyon Government, a l l  of sudden, after 23 years, was 
found to be ph i losophical ly  objectionable to th is First 
Minister. Is that what we're hearing? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: As I indicated, it  was my judg
ment .  I accept fu l l  responsibi l ity for that  j u d g ment and 
I certainly was not content to continue that practice. I 
don't th ink  when it comes to practices, a new govern
ment has to examine . . . 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Chairman, then does the F i rst 
Min ister equal ly accept the  consequence that flows 
from his subjective judgment, namely, that he  has 
pol iticized the job of the C lerk of the Executive Coun
cil  and that M r. Deeter, by v i rtue of that, has no securi
ty of ten u re whatsoever because he  has, by the words 
of the F i rst Min ister, admitted to be an ideological 
friend of the current Premier. That has not, heretofore, 
been a qual ity that is necessary for that job. 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Chairman, that's rather strange 
coming from the F i rst M i nister who certainly d idn't 
demonstrate any reluctance even prior to being sworn 
into office in 1 977 to termi nate the positions of Deputy 
Ministers. 

HON. S.  LYON: No, I make no apologies,  Mr. Chair
man,  for f ir ing two ph i losophical friends of my hon
o u rable friend and others for lack of competence. I a m  
asking the F i rst Min ister, Mr .  Chairman,  whether t h e  
Clerk o f  the Executive Counci l ,  M r. Bedson, lacked 
competence in h is job? 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I woul d  l ike to caution members 
that Hansard is being recorded and there is d ifficu lty 
for the person doing the recording u nless you wait 
u nt i l  you are recognized, so I would ask you to wait 
u nti l  you are recognized. 

Mr .  Premier. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I indicated previously that I d id  
not  feel that M r. Bedson would be able to do the job  
that is presently being done and therefore he  lacked 
the competence to do the kind of job that I expect from 
the C lerk of the Cabi net, which I m u st say is more than 
simply taking m in utes of Cabinet meetings and should 
be m uch more than that. 

HON. S.  LYON: Well ,  of course, M r. Chairman,  we all 
recognize that Mr .  Bedson acted over the years to 
Premiers Robl in ,  Weir, Schreyer and myself as Deputy 
Min ister in charge of federal-provincial relations. 
I ndeed, he was one of the most senior and one of the 
most h ighly regarded people i n  that f ie ld i n  Canada. 
That's why I am searching to find what it was about h is  
character, about  h is  p h i losophy, about  h is administra
tive capacity that found d isfavou r  with the current 
F i rst Min ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, the Clerk of the 
Cabinet and the function that M r .  Deeter is provid ing 
is way beyond s i mply be ing Clerk of Cabinet. It 's a 
position of i ndeed deal ing with government objec
tives, p lanning of government functions, deal ing with 
the admin istration of government as a whole. I was not 
satisfied, from my observations, that Mr .  Bedson was 
doing the comprehensive kind of job that is  presently 
being  done dur ing the t imes that we were, certain ly ,  i n  
government 1 969-77. I t  i s  a postion that was paying 
$58,000 and it requires a lot of responsib i l ity. That is 
not to deprecate the responsib i l ities that Mr .  Bedson 
was doing, but the responsib i l ities as I see that posi
tion should hold go beyond that which M r. Bedson 
had been doing from my observations. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr. Chairman,  I am a bit confused 
because tonight we are hearing from the First M i nister 
that Mr. Bedson couldn 't do the job that he  wanted 
done and yet in a press release that the F irst M i nister 
issued after he  had s u m m ari ly d ismissed M r. Bedson, 
shoved h i m  off to one side on a three-month h iatus,  he 
was loud i n  his praises. I can get the press release. I 
have it here and perhaps the F i rst M i nister has it, i n  
w h ich  he  commended M r. Bedson for h i s  service t o  
the province a n d  so on.  I s  he  n o w  saying that those 
words were false on that occasion or are we to believe 
what he said tonight? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I f  the Leader of the Opposition 
had l istened closely to my com ments, my comment 
was that I was not satisfied he  would have been able to 
do the k ind  of job that I had envisioned insofar as the 
C lerk of Cabinet was concerned. That is not to -
( I nterjection)- j ust let me f inish,  please. That is not to 
deprecate the functions and roles that he provided i n  
h i s  o w n  way, w h ich  l a rgely i nvolved clerk ing Cabinet 
meetings and deal ing with protocol. 

HON. S.  LYON: And federal-provincial relations and 

a n u m ber of matters that the Fi rst Min ister, perhaps, 
has conveniently overlooked or  did not even k now 
about. I s  that not true? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  C hairman, I again repeat, try
i n g  to avoid being repetitious, it's a responsibi lity of 
any newly-elected Premier to use judgment, that a 
newly-elected Premier h as a responsibi lity to carry 
out mandate. Th is  is one of the most key and most 
central positions in respect to government and it was 
my responsib i l ity to carry out the mandate given to 
me, as I m u st say Premier Devine has done by dismiss
ing ,  I bel ieve, the person in a s imi lar  position in Sas
katchewan and appointing Mr. Bedson. 

HON. S.  LYON: We're wel l  aware of the pol iticization 
of the Civil Service in Saskatchewan, all of us, and we 
were somewhat aware of the attem pts that were made 
to do that d u ring the Schreyer years i n  Manitoba 
which were stopped s u mmari ly i n  1 977.  But, I am 
coming back to . . .  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Excuse me, Mr .  Chairman, I wonder 
if the Leader of the Opposition is te l l ing me there was 
no pol iticization in h i s  office. 

HON. S.  LYON: We h ad pol itical appointments in my 
office, but we d idn't  fire the Clerk of the Executive 
Counci l  who h ad been a career civil servant for 23 
years and that's the point we're deal i n g  with, not red 
herrings or  other non sequiturs. 

N ow, if we can get down to cases, i s  M ichael Deeter 
a member  of the New Democratic Party? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I h ave not asked M r. Deeter 
whether he's a member  of the New Democratic Party. I 
assume that he is.  I have not asked to see h i s  card. I 
k now that, ph i losophically, he is a Social Democrat. 
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HON. S. LYON: Yes. Is that now in t imes w h ich  we 
hope wi l l  be rare . . .  

HON. H. PAWLEY: As I believe Mr.  Bedson was a 
Conservative. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Bedson was not a member of any 
pol itical party, Mr .  C hairman, by h i s  own admission. I 
never asked and never had to ask h i m ,  nor  d id  M r. 
Schreyer. M r. Bedson was a career civi l  servant, which 
may be a classification u nknown to m any social ists, 
but it's one that is known to the p ub l ic service of th is  
country. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Let me j ust say to the Leader of the 
Opposition that M r. Bedson was every bit as m uch of a 
Conservative, p h i losophically, as M r. Deeter is a 
Social Democratic person, ph i losophically. 

HON. S .  LYON: Mr.  C h ai rman,  is the F i rst M i nister 
trying to a l lege that Mr. Bedson was a card-carrying 
member of a political party? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I am talking about the p h i losoph ic 
view and I .don't th ink  the  Leader of the  Opposition 
shou ld  try to kid anybody and certainly I a m  not going 
to try to. 
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HON. S.  LYON: Is M r. Deeter a member of the New 
Democratic Party? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: He's a Social Democrat. I assume 
he is a mem ber of the New Democratic Party. I h ave 
not asked h i m  whether or not he is .  

HON. S.  LYON: I s  it  not a fact, Mr .  Chairman, that the 
F i rst M i n ister d idn't have to ask h im because he  k new? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: I say aga i n  to the Leader of t11e 
O pposition that the Clerk of Cabinet is a position that 
i s  central and is key to gover nment. The Clerk of 
Cabi net s i ts in on a l l  Cabi net meet ings, takes notes, 
m i n utes of Cabi net meeti ngs, has to carry out the 
expressed wishes of the F i rst M i n i ster and thus m ust 
certai n ly share a harmon ious p h i losophic relation
sh ip  with the F irst M i n ister. 

HON. S.  LYON: I come back then, M r. Chairman,  
because the F i rst M i n ister keeps reiterat ing these 
qual it ies that were apparent to all but h i m .  D i d  the 
F i rst M i n i ster f ind that these qua l it ies were absent 
dur ing  the time that Mr. Bedson loyally served the 
Schreyer admin istration from 1 969 to 1 977? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I certai n ly say to the Leader of the 
O pposit ion th is :  I wou l d  not have carried on with Mr. 
Bedson doing the same respons ib i l it ies as he  did d u r
i n g  the Schreyer years because h i s  respons ib i l it ies 
were q u ite l i mited as to what I t h i n k  is cal led for and 
shou ld  be req u i red of  the C lerk of  the Cabinet. I d id  
not certain ly  g a i n  the i m p ression from my observa
tions that Mr .  Bedson was g iven the k i n d  of responsi
b i l i t ies dur ing  those years that I had in m i n d  and have 
in m i n d  for the Clerk of the Cabinet. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Chairman,  com i n g  back to the 
poi nt that I referred to earl ier  wh ich  I don't bel ieve was 
answered, i s  the F irst M i n i ster prepared to accept the 
conseq uence that ,  because of h i s  action v is-a-vis Mr .  
Bedson and the h i ri n g  of Mr .  Deeter who is  an 
acknowledged New Democrat, that he  has polit icized 
the most senior C iv i l  Service posit ion in M a nitoba, a 
position that heretofore was not a pol it ic ized posit ion? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Cha irman,  I don't accept the 
premise. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Cha i rman ,  then I h ave to ask the 
F i rst M i n ister, does he k now what a non-pol it icized 
Civil Service is? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Cha irman,  I have a l ready i n d i
cated that, i n  my view, Mr .  Bedson was p h i losoph i
cally as much  of a Conservative as Mr.  Deeter is a 
Social  Democrat, p h i losoph ically. 

HON. S.  LYON: Was Mr.  Deeter also a fu l l-t ime career 
c iv i l  servant with 23 years service to th is  government 
and previous service with the Government of Canada? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  one has to con
sider m any q ual i t ies when one appoi nts anyone to a 
posit ion. O ne m ust consider experience, ab i l ity, tal
ent, ab i l ity to be i n novative and follow out the basic 
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i nstructions that wi l l  be del ivered from t ime to t ime. 

HON. S.  LYON: Then, M r. Chairman, would it be the 
expectation of the F irst M i n ister when he  next cal ls an 
election and he  is succeeded by another government 
that M r. Deeter wou ld  have any security of tenu re? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I d idn 't th ink  there 
was any misunderstand ing about th is .  Any posit ions 
that are appointed by way of O rder- i n-Counci l  are 
pol it ical and su bject to change by any i ncomi n g  
government. 

HON. S.  LYON: The P remier then,  Mr. Chairman,  is 
prepared to accept the fact that he  h as pol it ic ized the 
Clerk's job,  which heretofore was not pol i t ic ized, and 
that the person presently i n  that job when the gov
ernment changes w i l l  of course not be expected to 
serve an i ncomi n g  new government? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: I am not prepared to accept the 
premise that the Civ i l  Service is  any more pol it icized 
now than it was u nder the p revious fou r  years of Con
servative Government. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr.  Chairman,  we're tal k i n g  about the 
job of the C lerk. 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: I i n d i cated ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
-( Interjection)-

M R .  CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  Chai rman,  i t  i s  my v iew,  as I 've 
i n d icated before, and I t h i n k  it's a pub l ic  expectation 
that the Clerk of Cabinet sits i n  on Cabinet meet ings, 
i s  pr ivy to all d iscussions and decisions that are made 
in Cabi net and has to relate those decisions approp
r iately, that i ndeed such a person is  i n  a very key, very 
central,  posit ion.  Therefore, the government,  what
ever that govern ment is ,  m ust feel comfortable with 
that presence. 

HON. S.  LYON: Now that we have establ ished that 
one of the prices of the F i rst M i n i ster's comfort is f i r ing 
the senior c iv i l  servant in  M a nitoba, perhaps we can 
get onto some of the other positions that have been 
replaced. 

Can the F irst M i n i ster tell us  about the part icu lar  
and pecu l iar  qual if ications for the man he  appointed 
as Deputy M i n i ster of the Env i ro nment and Deputy 
M i n i ster of Northern Affai rs, M r. McBryde, who used 
to be the NOP Mem ber for The Pas? Woul d  you tel l us 
about h is pecul iar  accompl ishments for these posi
tions and what i s  the pay of Mr. McBryde? 

H O N. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou l d  h ave to get 
that i nformation. I f  the Leader of the O p posit ion h ad 
been attend ing  the Northern Affai rs Esti mates, he  
wou ld  certa in ly  have that in formation. 

HON. S. LYON: The P remier appoints the Deputy 
M i n isters, Mr. Chairman.  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  Mr .  McBryde has 
the confidence of the people that he  h as to work with 



as a resu l t  of the prev ious experience he h as had as 
Minister of Northern Affairs. We certa in ly are not f ind
ing anything but satisfaction from the people of 
Northern Man itoba. I n deed, there have been some 
positive developments in attempts to undo four years 
of i nertia dur ing  the previous four years of Conserva
tive Government i n  Man itoba. Mr. McBryde is capable 
in develop ing programs i ndeed that wil l  cont inue  to 
ensu re the confidence of the people i n  Northern 
Manitoba. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Cha irman,  accord i n g  to the 
pecul iar  t u nnel v is ion of the F i rst M i n ister, could he  
tel l us  whether or  n ot i n  h i s  v iew th is  i s  a pol i tic ized 
appointment now, succeedi n g  as he d i d  a career c iv i l  
servant who was moved along to become Assistant 
Deputy M i n ister, I bel ieve, of Natural Resources? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr. Cha irman,  I don't accept that 
Mr .  McBryde is any more a pol i t icized appo i ntment 
than the cont i nued appointment by th is  govern ment, 
in fact, I t h i n k ,  elevated position for D r. George John
son, the former Conservative Cabinet M i n ister and 
Member  of the Legislature for many years who i s  a 
Deputy M i n ister i n  th is  g overnment.  No more, no less. 

HON. S. LYON: Would the F irst M i n ister, before he 
loses track of that thought, would he  care to compare 
the two i n  terms of com petence? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: I n  my v iew they are both q u ite 
com petent and that's why we have each of them i n  the 
service of th is  government 

HON. S.  LYON: Q u ite o r  equal ly? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: I am satisfied that each is  compe
tent i n  the f ie ld that they h ave been appointed to. Dr .  
George J o h nson is  competent in  the f ie ld  as Deputy of  
Health and Mr.  R o n  McB ryde is  competent as Deputy 
M i n ister of Northern Affai rs. O bviously,  Mr .  McBryde 
would not be competent as Deputy M i n ister of Health 
and,  I daresay, D r. George J o hnson woul d  not be 
competent as Deputy M i n ister of Northern Affai rs .  

HON. S. LYON: What are Mr .  McBryde's pec u l iar  
backgro u n d  accom p l i s h ments that fit h im to be Dep
uty M i n is ter  of  N o rt h e r n  Affa i rs a n d  of  t h e  
E nvironment? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  the advantage of 
Mr. McBryde's appointment i s  that he  has been 
closely i nvolved for many years with the Department 
of Northern Affai rs, programs in the Department of 
Northern Affairs. I n  fact, he was q u ite i n volved in the 
basic organization of many of the commu n ity com mit
tees in Northern Manitoba, has a very thorough 
k nowledge of the needs of Northern Manitoba. It's 
u nfortunate that the previous government d idn't  have 
the services of someone at least equ ivalent to Ron 
McBryde when they were enjoy ing govern ment in  
Manitoba. They m i g ht have done better in  Northern 
Manitoba in the last elect ion i f  they had. 

HON. S. LYON: Losin g  the one seat we had by 61 
votes was not doing too badly by anyone's count 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: You certa in ly d idn 't make any 
i m p rovement i n  the other four after four years in  
government 

HON. S. LYON: Bu i ld ing  a few roads for them that the 
Honourable F i rst M i n ister and h is col leagues i n  the 
Schreyer years wouldn't  bu i ld i s  at  least some testa
ment that we have left there to the concern that we 
had, rather than hand-ho ld ing  jobs that my honour
able fr iends made for their  pol it ical fr iends u p  there. 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  there's much  m o re 
to developing Northern Manitoba than bu i ld ing  two or  
three roads. Maybe that  translates the lack  of under
stan d i ng u nfortunately, that the Conservative Party's 
had i nsofar as Northern Manitoba's concerned. Is it 
any wonder, in the last few years, the Conservative 
Party's stand ing in Northern Man itoba s u n k  to an a l l  
t ime low? 

H O N .  S. LYON: Mr. Chairman,  j ust for the record and 
the q uestion is  r id icu lous even to ask,  Mr .  McBryde, I 
take it ,  is a Member of the New Democratic Party? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Certai n ly, he has been .  I haven't 
asked whether he continues to hold a card or  not 

HON. S. LYON: I t's beg i n n i n g  to be a prequa l if ication 
for Deputy M i n i sters, i s n't it? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I m ust say to the honourable 
member, I haven't  run aro u n d  to f ind out about other 
Deputy M i n isters whether they have Conservative 
membersh ip  cards or L iberal membersh ip  cards. There 
may very well be some. 
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H O N .  S. LYON: Let's move then on that topic,  M r. 
Chairman,  to the Deputy M i nister of E nergy of M ines. 
Mr .  Marc E l iesen was made the Deputy M i n ister of 
Energy and M ines s hortly after the socia l ist govern
ment came to office. Tel l  us  about h is background, Mr .  
Chairman.  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  we had previous 
exper ience with Mr.  Marc E l iesen and it was q u ite a 
sat isfactory exper ience when  h e  was w i th  t h e  
Department o f  F i nance i n  t h e  Prov ince o f  M a nitoba. 

HON. S. LYON: I th ink ,  as has previously been a l luded 
to, Mr .  Chairman,  M r. E l iesen is a wel l-kn ow n  New 
Democrat, having worked for the G overnments of 
B rit ish Columbia  u nder that regi me, Manitoba under  
the same reg i me and for  the Federal Government 
br iefly. Is that not the case? Before he  went to work as 
the Pr inc ipa l  Research Officer for the c urrent leader 
of the social ist party in Canada, M r. Broadbent 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I wasn't aware, M r. Cha irman,  that 
having worked for the Federal Government  should 
d isqual i fy anybody as a Deputy M i n ister i n  a govern
ment department in the Prov ince of Manitoba. 

HON. S. LYON: I never suggested that i t  did. I a m  j u st 
ask ing the F i rst M i n i ster if it is not a fact that th is  man 
has worked only for  two Prov inc ia l  Governments that 
were under  NDP tutelage at the t ime  and then br iefly 
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for the Federal Govern ment before the last four, five or  
s ix years. T he Fi rst M i n ister w i l l  k now m u ch better 
than me, hav ing  worked for Mr .  Broadbent as a paid 
worker of the New Democratic Party in the Leader's 
office in Ottawa. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Well ,  I certa i n ly k now that he 
worked in the government in the Province of Manitoba 
and we had a very satisfactory experience with h i m  
a n d  I believe that everyone else h ad satisfactory expe
rience with M r. Marc E l iesen in h is  competence. 

HON. S. LYON: He left Manitoba to go to Brit ish 
Colu m bia as a Deputy M i n ister back in 1 972 or the
reabouts, was it? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I k now he went to Bri t ish Col u m
bia and I don't th ink  that's any cri me. 

HON. S. l YON: I wasn't suggest ing it was a cri me, Mr. 
Chairman.  He ceased work i n g  for the Govern ment of 
B rit ish Col u m bia .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I bel ieve, M r. Chairman,  that Mr .  
El iesen worked for Dave Barrett when he was Premier 
of B rit ish Col u m bia for a period of t i me. I also bel ieve 
that Mr .  Bedson worked for Joh n  Deifenbaker for a 
period of t i me. I suppose Mr. D iefenbaker, that's a 
d i fferent story from Mr.  Barrett. One is pol it ical and 
the other is nonpol it ical .  

HON. S. LYON: Was Mr.  E l iesen termi n ated by the 
Bennett Govern ment when they came i nto office? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I cou l dn't tel l  you .  He may very 
wel l  have been. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: Isn ' t  it  a fact t hat, after h i s  departu re 
from B.C.  for whatever reason ,  that he had' a smal l  rest 
cure here i n  Manitoba u n der the Schreyer Govern
ment for three or six months on a contract before he 
took up h is onerous respons ib i l ities as the Research 
D i rector for the New Democratic Party in Ottawa? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  what I do k now is  
that we had no reason to  feel other than Mr.  E l iesen 
was competent and I m ust say that we have h ad no  
reason to  feel otherwise dur ing  the  t i mes that he has 
returned to Man itoba. I k now that h is M i n ister, Mr. 
Paras i u k, h as had a very satisfactory experience with 
Mr. E l iesen s i nce h is ret u rn. There is no q uestion as to 
his com petency and his desire to carry out the general 
programs of the govern ment. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Chairman,  j ust on that point, 
wou l d  the F i rst M i n i ster care to expound as to whether 
or  not he feels that M r. El iesen is carry ing out the 
phifosophical resource pol ic ies of the Govern ment of 
Man itoba which are in the public interest of the people 
of Manitoba or is he sti l l  addicted to the resource and 
research pol icies that he was, no doubt,  research i n g  
and enunc iat ing for t h e  Federal Leader o f  t h e  New 
Democrat ic Party, wh ich  pol ic ies wou l d  have long 
s ince bankru pted th is  cou ntry? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I k now the Leader 

of the O p posit ion has a part icu lar  twist i n sofar as h i s  
views o f  anyone that works on federal New Demo
crat ic Party pol ic ies. I t's rather u n fortu nate, in my 
view, that we haven't had those pol icies reflected at 
the federal level. Maybe we wou ldn't be in such a mess 
as we are today i n  Canada, if we'd had those pol icies 
i mplemented. 

HON. S.  LYON: We m i g ht be as well off as Brita in .  
-( l nterjection) -

M r .  Chairman,  d i d  w e  determi ne, is M r. El iesen a 
member of the New Democratic Party? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: I wou l d  assu me he has. Again ,  I 
have not asked to see h is  mem bersh i p  card . 

H O N .  S. LYON: So, that's t h ree out of t h ree so far, 
isn't it? 

Let's move to the Deputy M i n i ster of Labour .  The 
Deputy M i n i ster of Labour  was a career civi l  servant 
who was moved to one side by this govern ment when 
i t  came i nto office and the replacement was one Mary 
Eady. Perhaps, the F i rst M i n i ster wou ld  care to tel l  us 
about the particular accompl ishments and background 
of  th is  person wh ich  q ual i fied her to be Deputy M in is
ter of Labou r of the Province of Manitoba. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Again ,  Mr. Chairman,  outside of 
the fact that the F i rst M i n i ster doesn't l i ke her particu
lar ph i losophic bent and the fact that she's not a Con
servative, we have no reason to q uestion -( In ter
ject ion)- it's q u ite obvious for the last half  hour. M r. 
Chairman, if I cou ld  f in ish - if the F i rst M i n i ster wou l d  
b e  courteous enoug h  t o  permit me t o  f i n ish  h i s  q ues
t ion.  I ' m  sorry. Wou l d  the Leader of the O p position 
permit me to com plete my answer? 
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HON. S. LYON: By al l  means. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: We have never had any reason ,  
nor h ave I heard a n y  reason from any source, a s  to 
doubt either the com petency or the desire to carry out 
the policies of government on the part of Mary Eady. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Chairman,  that really wasn't the 
q uestion.  T he q uestion was, what i s  her backgrou nd 
and her  competency to  be a Deputy M i n i ster of 
Labour  i n  the P rovi nce of Mani toba? We are not i nter
ested i n  the F i rst M i n i ster's objective j udg ment of her 
competence in the f irst fou r  or  f ive months. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder, order. The recorder has 
asked me to ask you not to speak at the same t ime 
because i t 's  i mpossi ble to d i fferentiate who's speak
i ng ,  so he is ask i n g  you r  co-operation so he can 
record for Hansard. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  M rs. Eady was the 
D i rector of the Women's B u reau for a n u m ber of years 
in the P rovince of Man itoba, wh ich  is an i m portant 
sect ion of the Department of Labour, performed those 
d uties wel l .  As well, she has served in a sen ior  position 
with the CLC. 

HON. S. LYON: What is  her academic backgrou nd 
and so on,  Mr. Chai rman. 



HON. H. PAWLEY: I wou ld have to provide that to the 
Leader of the O pposit ion,  Mr.  Chairman.  

HON. S. LYON: Perhaps that could be obtai ned, Mr. 
Chairman, before we're through tonight or whenever 
this carries on. I s  M rs. Eady a member of the New 
Democrat ic Party, M r. Chairman? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Agai n ,  Mr.  Chairman,  I would n ot 
be certa in  as to whether she holds a members h i p  card 
or  not. I would be rather presumptuous to suggest 
she's got a membersh ip  card without 

HON. S. LYON: The M i n ister of Resources says he 
hopes she does. Can we take it as a presu m ption,  j ust 
for the record, Mr.  Chairman,  that M rs. Eady is  
u ndoubtedly a member of the New Democrat ic  Party? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I t h i n k  that the Leader of the 
Opposit ion would h ave to ask her. I haven't asked her. 

HON. S. LYON: I ' m  s u re that, Mr .  Chairman,  the F i rst 
M i n ister d id n't have to ask her  because he al ready 
knew. 

HON, H .  PAWLEY: I don't sense that to be any ques
t ion .  I t's j ust an ass u m pt ion that the Leader of the 
O pposit ion is making.  

HON. S.  LYON: So that is subject to that verification 
of her party membersh ip .  T hat's four out of four Dep
uty M i n isters so far. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I want to advise the Leader of the 
O pposit ion that I don't i ntend to canvass the Deputy 
Min isters of the various departments to find out 
whether they hold membersh ip  cards in the Conserva
tive, L i beral or New Democratic Parties. 

HON. S.  LYON: Let's turn for a moment then,  Mr .  
Chairman,  to the new Deputy M i n i ster of  U rban 
Affa i rs ,  M r. David Saunders, a man who was an 
Assistant Deputy M i n ister of M un ic ipal Affairs in  the 
previous government and who ran as a candidate for 
the N ew Democratic Party, so I take i t  we d on't even 
have to ask about h is party aff i l iat ion . He received h i s  
reward i m mediately after t h e  elect ion .  Having lost the 
elect ion ,  he  was made Deputy M i n ister of U rban 
Affairs. I s  t here any need for me to ask,  i s  he  a member 
of the New Democratic Party, Mr .  C hairman? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  h e  was on 
N ovember the 30th .  Whether he  st i l l  has a mem ber
sh ip  card or not, I don't k now. 

HON. S.  LYON: He was a candidate in the last 
elect ion .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I ' m  not q uestio n i n g  that ,  Mr .  
Chairman.  

HON. S. LYON: I presume that we can make the safe 
assum pt ion that he's sti l l  a member, u nless he revoked 
h i s  mem bersh ip. So, that's five out five is it, M r. 
Chairman,  so far? F ive out of five senior Deputy M i n is
ters in this government in the last s ix m onths who have 
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been appointed to their  posit ions, one of the qual ifica
tions for which at least was that they had to be k nown 
New Democrats or  card-carry ing members of that 
party and the F i rst M i n ister sits here ton ight  and says 
that he hasn't pol it ic ized the senior levels of the Civ i l  
Service of Manitoba. Let's hear h is  defense. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  there is  no defense 
to be offered because there is  no  al legat ion that is 
worth respon d i n g  to. M r. Cha irman,  there are a 
n u m ber of other Deputy M i n isters that the Leader of 
the O pposit ion has carefu l ly refrained from ment ion
i n g  that h ad been appoi nted i n  the last six m onths 
who, to my k n owledge, are not New Democrat? I don't 
know what membersh ip  cards they ho ld ,  if any; Mr. 
Poyser, M r. Ron D uhamel ,  N ick Carter. I t's q u ite 
selective for the Leader of the O pposit ion to s ing le  out 
certain people for castigation. 

Mr .  Chairman, I want to also m ake it very clear to the 
Leader of the O pposit ion that the criteria that i s  i m por
tant i s  that there be compat ib i l ity with the government 
i n  power as well as com petency, that some i n d iv iduals 
have been appoi nted who are obviously not New 
Democrat. T h e re h ave been other  i n d iv i d u a l s  
appointed that have been N e w  Democrat. A s  far a s  I ' m  
concerned, t o  have a members h i p  card i n  a n y  particu
lar party wil l not be a basis for d isqual i f ication .  

HON. S.  LYON: Mr.  Cha irman,  accord i n g  to my 
accou nt ,  D r. D4hamel,  who is  the Assistant Deputy 
M i n i ster of Education,  was made the Deputy M i n ister 
and he  was an appointment from with i n  the Civil Ser
vice. Mr. Edwards, who is  the Chai rman of the Health 
Serv ices Commission,  was appointed the Deputy M in
ister of H ealth f rom with i n  the C iv i l  Service. A l l  of the 
other appoi ntments that my honourable fr iend has 
made as Deputy M i n i sters, the other five, are all New 
Democrats. N ow, i f  my honourable fr iend wants to say 
that he  is not pol it ic iz ing  the Civi l  Service, perhaps 
he'd care to answer that. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I s  the Leader of the O ppositio n  
suggest ing  that M r. Carter a n d  M r .  Poyser, that were 
brought  i n  from outside the Civ i l  Service, are card
carry ing  New Democrats? I don't k now. Maybe the 
Leader of the O pposit ion k nows people's pol i t ics bet
ter than I do. 
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H O N. S.  LYON: I admitted that Mr. D uhamel  was 
promoted from with i n  the C iv i l  Service, but I said that 
five out of the seven appointments t h at th is  F irst M i n
ister has m ade have been acknowledged N ew 
Democrats. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Five out of how many? 

HON. S. LYON: Seven. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Where does the Leader of the 
O pposit ion place Mr. Carter and Mr. Poyser? 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Poyser is  n ot a Deputy M i n ister. 
Need I remi n d  the F irst M i n ister, M r .  Chairman? M r. 
Poyser is a part-t ime Chairman of the C iv i l  Service 
Commission  and that was a good appoi ntment,  I may 
say. After we had restored some i n tegrity to the Civ i l  



Service Commission in 1 977, I was pleased to see the 
F irst M i n ister - and I ' l l  g ive h i m  this compl i ment -
appoint somebody who had been a career civ i l  servant 
as Chairman.  The previous C ha i rman of the Commis
s ion,  who had been moved along to other posit ions i n  
t h e  Civ i l  Service and has now come back t o  h i s  reward 
as Cha i rman of somet h i n g  or  other u nder th is  
govern ment, under that part icular Cha i rman had been 
a severe degradation of the Civ i l  Service in Manitoba. 
So i f  my honourable friend wants to talk about th2.t 
ton i g ht,  I ' m  good for hours. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, I mentioned M r. 
Carter who I appoi nted Deputy M i n ister of Resources. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Cha i rman ,  the Honourable F irst 
M i n ister wants to m ake or appears to be wanting to 
m ake comparisons a l l  the time and about the need for 
p h i losoph ical com patib i l ity with his part icular form of 
govern ment. Would he care to reflect back for the 
previous fou r  years and name any one of the Deputy 
M i n i sters, m ost of whom are sti l l  i n  p lace, who were 
appoi nted by the previous government because of 
their pol it ical p h i losoph ical compat ib i l ity? Would he 
say that about Mr. Bai ley or would he say that about 
Mr. Ron J o h nson? Wou l d  he  say that about Mr. 
Mason? Wou l d  he  say that about Mr. Br ighty? Would 
he say that about Mr.  Thompson? Would he  say that 
about M r. C u rtis? Would he say that about M r. Mil ler? 
Would he  say that about Mr. H ryhorczuk? Would he 
say that about M r. B rako or  Mr .  Forrest or  Mr .  Ander
son, that they h ad to be p h i losoph i cal ly and pol it ical ly 
compat ib le with the previous govern ment or they 
wouldn 't have stayed on? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I would say that about Dr.  George 
J oh nson and Paul  Jarvis. 

MR. S. LYON: Anybody else? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: I am s u re there are others but ,  Mr .  
Cha irman,  I ' m  not  q u ite as parano id  as the Leader of  
the O pposit ion is about runn ing around to f ind out  
who is Conservative and who is  L iberal among the 
Deputy M i nisters. I haven't gone back i nto the or ig ins 
of their  appointments. those that have been appointed 
in the last four years. T hose are no longer here. Two 
names come readi ly to m i n d  and as I mentioned ear
l ier, we are very, very p leased to cont inue  the services 
of D r. George Johnson.  

HON. S. LYON: And Messrs. Bai ley, Joh nson,  Mason, 
Br ighty, Thompson, Curtis, M i l ler, H ryhorczuk,  Brako, 
Forrest and Anderso n ,  I presume? Or h ave any of 
them been fou n d  to be p h i losop h ical ly i ncompatible 
with this bunch? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  the objections that 
the Leader of the O pposit ion h ad to some of the earl ier 
appointments d id n't seem to be based u pon com pet
ency, but the fact that they were New Democrats. I 
suspect that some of the people mentioned may or  
may not  h ave supported other parties besides the New 
Democrat ic Party but. u n l ike the Leader of the O ppo
sit ion,  I ' m  not particu larly worried about f ind ing  out as 
long as they're do ing a competent and loyal job for the 

3 June, 1 982 

govern ment.  I k now that if it had been the Leader of 
the O pposit ion,  that he would a l ready have been 
scout ing around ,  I suppose, to trace back throu g h  the 
f i les to f ind  out whether or  n ot they were satisfactor i ly 
loyal  or  not. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Cha i rman ,  we are wel l aware of 
what appears to be the main requ i rement for an 
appo intment to a Deputy M i n ister having gone over 
f ive out of the seven, that they've had to be, us ing that 
euphemistic term, social democrats or New Demo
crats or socia l ists or whatever term you wish .  If my 
honourable fr iend wishes to go back and name any 
one of the previous deputies who was appoi nted 
because he  was a Progressive Conservative, let h i m  
d o  s o  now. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I mentioned a 
n u m ber of i n d iv iduals that were appointed with i n  the 
last six months who to my k n owledge have no New 
Democratic Party t ies,  so the Leader of the O pposit ion 
is quite i ncorrect when he  suggests that they had to be 
New Democrats. -( lnterjection)-

Mr.  Cha i rman ,  i f  I cou l d  com plete my remarks. I 
woul d  appreciate it if the Leader of the O pposit ion 
would extend me the same cou rtesy I 'm attempt ing to 
provide h i m .  

A g a i n ,  t o  M r .  Ron D uhamel ,  M r .  N ick Carter, M r. T .  
Edwards, that h ave been appointed. So that the 
statement, they h ave to be N ew Democrats, i s  abso
l utely false. 

H O N .  S. LYON: M r. Chai rman,  I thought that we h ad 
reached a level of u n derstand i n g  here t hat n obody is  
talk ing  about the career c iv i l  servants; M r. D uhamel ,  
Mr .  Carter, who was a career c iv i l  servant and the one 
other that the F i rst M i n ister named .  We are tal k i n g  
about the n e w  socia l ists that he  brought  i n ,  t h e  i t iner
ant paladi ns who move about th is  cou ntry worki ng for 
socia l ist govern ments. Tell us about them.  Have 
dogma, will travel. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chai rman,  it  real ly astounds 
me to hearthe Leader of the O p position talk in the way 
that he is. He seems to be i n tent on  des i r ing  to d i vide 
people i nto the good people,  the non-socia l ists and 
the bad people, the socia l ists. In  my v iew,  there are 
com petent socia l ists, there are incompetent social
ists; there are competent non-socia l ists and inco mpe
tent non-socia l ists. It happens that some of the Depu
t ies t hat h ave been appoi nted have been N ew 
Democrats; it happens that a n u m ber of them, whether 
they were appointed from with i n  the Civi l  Service or  
brought i n  f rom outside the Man itoba Civ i l  Service, 
are non-N ew Democratic orientat ion .  I know that the 
Leader of the Opposit ion i f  he  was in g overnment 
would be not h ir ing any so-cal led, as he g rits h is teeth, 
social ists. That is not the case with th is  government, 
there has been a m ix. 
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HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Chai rman,  I t h i n k  we can leave it 
as establ ished that five of the new seven Deputy M i n is
ters that I 've gone over, appointed by the F i rst M i n i ster 
are, by h is own admission or  by general acknowledg
ment, New Democrats. And i f  my honourable friend 
wants to talk about the past and about his vers ion of 
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pol itic ization of the Civ i l  Service, I'm prepared to leave 
it to the j u ry of p u bl ic  op in ion  in Manitoba as to who's 
doing what to the civ i l  servants at the senior  levels. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I ' l l  g ladly accept 
that chal lenge from the Leader of the Opposition and I 
have no d o u bt as to the response of Manitobans. T he 
Leader of the Opposit ion is us ing the f igure 7, I bel ieve 
it's 8 Deputy M i n i sters that h ave been appointed in the 
last six months. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Cha irman,  would the F irst M i n is
ter, go ing  back to his staff, care to tel l  us  what is the 
cu rrent d iv is ion between what one m i g ht call  the pol it
ical s ide of the staff and the professional or fu l l-t ime 
Civ i l  Service side of the staff? H ow many of the people 
that he  has mentioned on  his staff would he  categorize 
as bein g  pol i t ical and how many would he  categorize 
as bei ng  professional  c iv i l  servants, start ing with the 
Clerk of the Executive Counc i l?  

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: Wel l ,  the Clerk of  the Executive 
Counci l  i s  carry ing out a professional responsi b i l i ty.  

HON. S.  LYON: But he's a pol it ical appointment. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Wel l ,  j u st as Mr.  Bedson was a 
pol it ical appointment, anyone that is appointed by 
way of Order- in-Counci l  is s ubject to revocat ion by 
the government that is in power at any g iven t ime.  

HON. S. LYON: H e  wasn't revoked by the  c urrent 
Governor-General of Canada, but he's revoked by th is  
Prem ier. Let's cal l  h im pol i t ical  because he  is  from 
now on .  

What about  M r. Regeh r, the Pr inc ipa l  Secretary to  
t h e  P r e m i e r ?  W o u l d  y o u  ca l l  h i m  p o l i t i c a l  o r  
profess ional? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  the same way that 
Mr. McCance l i kely was, who was seconded from the 
Department of F i n an ce so that the m o n ies that were 
a l located for Mr. McCance's salary d idn't  show up i n  
the Executive Counci l  Est imates. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Regehr i s  the Past P resident of 
the New Democratic Party of Man itoba? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, I d i dn't real ize there was any 
secret about that. 

HON. S.  LYON: I d on't want to be u nfai r, M r. Cha i r
man,  but it wouldn't be u nfair then to classify the Past 
President of the New Democrat ic Party of Manitoba 
who's now in a job payi n g  - what i s  it  again  - as 
Pr inc ipal Secretary to the Pre m ier? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: Maybe what I shou ld  do is  g o  
down the ent i re l ist, M r. Chairman.  - ( I nterject ion)-

M R .  CHAIRMAN: Order. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I would l i ke  to do 
some comparing of posit ions wh ich  m i g ht be q uite 
helpful  to the Leader of the Opposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: What is Mr. Rege h r's pay,  f i rst of a l l ,  
M r. Chai rman? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I 've a l ready g iven you that i nfor
mation earl ier. 

HON. S.  LYON: I ' m  sorry I d idn't  mark i t  down.  I d idn 't 
catch it. I 've got a l l  the others. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Well ,  we read it .  We read all these 
posit ions out. Do you want us  to go throug h  them all a 
second t i me? 

HON. S. LYON: I 've got them all except Mr. Regehr's 
pay. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: $54,000.00. 

HON. S.  LYON: I t  woul d  be agreed that that's now a 
p o l i t ical  posi t i o n ,  the  P r i n c i pa l  Secretary to the  
Premier? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Now, I'd l i ke to, Mr. Chairman,  j ust 
run  through so that we can maybe save some ti me. Mr .  
Regehr, previously of course it was Mr.  Mccance that 
I mentioned that was brought i n  from the F inance 
Department; the Secretary to the  Premier before, Mr .  
Lyon ,  was S .  Goerzen,  now it's Bernadette Boulet;  
Executive Assistant  before was J . D .  Lees, to the 
Leader of the Opposit ion when h e  was F irst M i n ister, 
now it's Mr .  L.C. Carrothers; formerly there was an 
Executive Assistant to M r. O.A.  MacPhai l ,  now the 
Assistant Pr inci pal Secretary doing comparable work 
is A. M i t c h e l l; t h e r e ' s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
Co-ord i n at ion Officer, D .  O'Connor, Secretary; there 
is  J. Wasylycia-Leis;  there was a Co-ord i n ator of the 
Prem i er's Secretar iat in  M r .  Lyon's day of W . R .  
McCance a t  $46,950; there was a Media Secretary, 
J .Armit  to the then Premier, now Leader of the Oppo
sit ion,  at $37,287, J. Armit who's do ing  the same work 
as G. C ramer with the present a d m i n istrat ion who's 
earn i n g  $26,287; then we had M r. Bedson at $58,901 
and now Mr.  Deeter is fu lfi l l i n g  that funct ion,  p lus 
other  fu nctions that were not earl i er carried out ,  at  the 
same salary; then we had Mr. Leitch who was Senior 
Officer 2, previously. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Deeter, I take it then was appointed 
to the Clerk's job at the same salary as Mr. Bedson ,  
who'd been i n  t h e  j o b  for 2 3  years? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. 

H O N .  S. LYON: The M i n ister of R esources says, a 
l i tt le bit m ore bra ins though,  a remark that I ' m  s u re i n  
years to come he' l l  wish h e  hadn't put o n  the record. 
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HON. S. LYON: Mr. O'Connor is now the Com m uni
cat ion and Co-ordi nat ion Secretary for the F irst M i n 
ister a t  a salary o f  $43,576.00? T hat's correct? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, well I thought  - th is  is the 
t h i rd t ime  I 've ment ioned the salary.  Maybe we could 
he lp the Leader of the Opposit ion by committ ing o u r
selves to make s u re that we have the pr inted m aterial 
to h i m  because we h ave a l ready gone over that I t h i n k  
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it's three t imes now. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr. Chairman,  we may mention it 
three dozen t i mes and my honourable friend wi l l  
rema i n  here as long as we want to ment ion i t .  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Cha i rman, I d on't k now 
whether the Leader of the O pposit ion's m isreadi n g  
m e .  I ' m  n o t  comp la in ing  about t h e  length o f  t ime.  
W hat I a m  concerned about, the Leader of the O p posi
tion appears to be having some d i ff icu lty tak i n g  n otEs 
from what I 'm sayi ng  verbally and I'd l i ke  to assist h i m  
b y  prov id ing  h i m  with the pr i nted material as soon as 
we're able to. 

MR. C HAIRMAN: The C lerk tel ls us  you can get the 
m aterial pr inted i f  i t  would be of help to the Leader of 
the O pposition. Would you l i ke it  pr inted? 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Chai rman, to the F irst M i n i ster, 
M r. O'Co n n o r  is the  Com m u n icat i o n  a n d  Co
ordination Secretary at $43,576.00? Yes or  n o? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. 

HON. S. LYON: And what are his respons ib i l ities? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: He's got a n u m ber of responsi b i l i
t ies. I n  fact, what we should do is p robably g ive the 
Leader of the O p posit ion the fu l l  job descr ipt ion .  

Mr.  O'Con nor is responsib le for  government com
m u nications i n sofar as the government as a whole in  
the F irst M i n i ster's Office. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. O'Connor previously was Execu
tive Assistant to the F irst M i n i ster when he  was Leader 
of the O pposit ion? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes. 

HON. S. LYON: May I add, served h i m  very very wel l .  
H e's a competent man. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, he  is  very competent. No one 
has ever q uestioned M r. O'Connor's competency. 

HON. S.  LYON: Certa in ly  not I .  What was Mr. O'Con
nor  receiv ing  as the Executive Assistant to the Leader 
of the O pposit ion? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I don't k now. I t h i n k  i t  was $22,000, 
$23,000.00. N o? Somewhere i n  that ne ighbourhood. 

HON. S. LYON: I bel ieve that the Executive Assist
ant's job carries a salary of that,  so I congratu l ate Mr.  
O'Conn o r  i n  doub l i ng  h is salary by v i rtue of the elec
tion w in .  He's a good man.  

I s  the I n formation Services Branch of g overn ment 
under Mr .  Norm Donogh,  which heretofore reported 
to the M i n ister of Government Services and h is  Dep
uty, i s  that branch now report ing to the P remier 
through M r. O'Con nor? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: T hat is correct. 

HON. S.  LYON: Then Mr. O'Con nor, we shou ld  be i n  

n o  doubt, i s  a pol it ical appointment? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, he's appoi nted by way of 
O rder- in-Counc i l .  

HON. S. LYON: I daresay, Mr .  C ha i rman, that my 
honourable fr iend when he was Leader of the O pposi
tion didn't appo i nt Mr .  O'Connor because he l i ked the 
colour of his ha i r. H e  was, was he  not and is and 
remains and is  n ot proud h i mself to deny it ;  he doesn't 
want to deny it ;  he's a Member of the New Democrat ic 
Party and a good member of that party. Why be bash
ful about it? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, I didn't realize I was 
being  bashful .  

HON. S. LYON: I f ind  noth ing  wrong with that at a l l .  I 
t h i n k  he's an extremely competent New Democrat. 
There aren't many of them a ro u n d  but he's one of 
them. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Maybe the Leader of the O pposi
tion could also g o  through some of the former i n c u m
bents i n  the various posit ions and advise of the i r  
membersh ip  cards too. 

HON. S. LYON: N o body's f ind ing  any fault with Mr. 
O'Connor.  What I ' m  t ry ing  to get at is this - and not 
try ing  to get at, we k now it - I j ust want the F i rst 
M i n i ster to confirm w hat the people of Manitoba 
should k now. 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  O'Connor, I 've never made 
any bones about it,  has worked very closely with me 
and has been very loyal and competent i nd iv idua l  that 
has shared my pol it ical p h i losophy. 

HON. S. LYON: Good. And for the f i rst t ime i n  the 
h i story of Manitoba the I nformation Services of th is  
province are report ing to a pol it ical appoi ntee of the 
Premier. I s  that not r ight? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Cha i rman,  I don't see any d i f
ference between report ing  to Mr.  O'Conn o r  and 
reporting to a M i n ister that i s  very pol it ical .  So, M r. 
Chairman,  I d idn 't real ize that M i n isters were n o n
pol i t ical if the I nformation Services were report ing  
d irectly to them. 

In th is  case I m u st say that the responsib i l ity of 
I nformation Services remains the u l t imate responsi
b i l ity of the F i rst M i n ister. I m i g ht also j ust add for the 
i n formation of the Leader of the O pposit ion, I 'm not 
sensi ng  any a l legations of pol i t ic ization of the I nfor
mation Services. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Chairman, I ' m  merely trying  to 
get at some facts that my honourable fr iend seems to 
be very shy about adm itting. H e  shou ld n't be so super 
sensitive. The I nformation Services in the last s ix 
months,  by O rder- i n-Counci l  of th is  socia l ist govern
ment, is report ing to Mr. O'Connor, who is the Com
m u n icat ions and Co-ordi nat ion Secretary to the Pre
m ier, an acknowledged pol it ical appoi ntee. I'm merely 
ask i ng the F irst M i n ister, is i t  not the fact that's the f i rst 
t ime in the h i story of Man itoba that the I nformation  
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Services have been asked to report to a M i n ister 
through another pol it ical officer? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I couldn't tell the Leader of the 
O pposit ion whether that's been the case prev iously or 
not. I n  the days of Mr. Weir, the I nformation Services 
fell w i th in  the Executive Counci l .  I don't k now whether 
they reported to anyone prior to M r. Weir. I don't k now 
whether it m akes that m u ch d i fference f rank ly ,  M r. 
Chairman.  I t's a q uest ion of whether or not I nforma
t ion Services has been changed i nsofar as its basic 
role of provid i n g  i nformat ion.  That h as not been the 
case. 

HON. S. LYON: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  one can u n der
stan d  my honourable fr iend's apparent confusion.  
News services and propaganda to socia l ists seem to 
be one and the same, but all we're try ing  to find out is 
whether the N ews Service wh ich  heretofore was a 
profess ional  activity of the Civ i l  Service of Manitoba is  
n ow report ing  to the F irst M i n i ster t h roug h  a pol it ical 
appointee? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Wel l ,  Mr. Cha irman,  I thought I 
had told the Leader of the O ppositio n  that f ive m i n u tes 
ago. 

HON. S.  LYON: Fine, okay. So that's a t h i rd pol it ical 
appoi ntee. We have M r. Deeter, Mr .  Regehr and Mr.  
O'Co n n o r  as we g o  down the l i st. Cou ld  the F irst 
M i n ister tel l  us about A n n a  Lee Mitchel l ,  the Assistant 
to the Pr i nc ipal Secretary? What are her respons ib i l i
ties and is she a pol it ical appointee? There's noth ing  
wrong with hav ing  pol it ical appointees. A l l  govern
ments do. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, in the same way that O l ive 
MacPhai l  was a pol it ical appointment that was doing 
s i m i lar work. 

HON. S.  LYON: She was the Secretary's Assistant, 
yes. R i g ht ,  acknowledged. F i red before your govern
ment came i nto office, you f i red her. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Cha irman,  I would assume 
that A n n a  Lee M itchel l  wou l d  be f i red in  the same way 
that Ol ive MacPha i l  was f i red . 

HON. S. LYON: By the outgo ing government. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes, s u re. 

HON. S.  LYON: And what i s  her job? She is  a Member 
of the N ew Democratic Party, of course? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. 

HON. S.  LYON: O kay, so that's fou r we have. As 
Assistant to the Pr inc i pal Secretary, she works as an 
assistant, I take it in the pol it ical sense, to Mr .  R egehr  
who is  the former  Pres ident of the N ew Democratic 
Party, who is now the Pr inc i pal Secretary to the Pre
m ier, at $31 ,378.00. 

Now, we have the next person ,  J udy Wasylycia-

Leis, Co-ordi nator of the Premier's Secretary, at 
$34, 1 49.00. What are the respons ib i l i t ies of that 
person? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: The Correspondence Officer, the 
I t i nerary Co-ordi n ator, the correspondence and 
appointment secretaries a l l  report to her .  

HON. S.  LYON: I s  Ms. Wasylycia-Leis a Member of 
the New Democratic Party as well? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I assu me so. She is  a pol i t ical  
appoi ntment in the same way that there were so many 
previously that were appointed pol i t ical ly as wel l ,  i n  
the same office. 

H O N .  S. LYON: I don't k now why my honourable 
fr iend's so defensive, M r. Ch airman.  I 'm j u st merely 
trying  to e l icit a few facts. 

Tell us then,  M r. Chairman,  - ( I nterject ion)-

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Cha i rman,  I don't want  the 
Leader of the O pposit ion to be u nder any m i s u n der
stand ing .  I want to assu re h i m  that I ' m  not sensit ive at 
a l l .  J ust as there are appointments that are made of by 
Order- in-Counc i l  now as there was d u ri n g  h is term i n  
government,  I ' m  j ust rather  amazed that the Leader of 
the O p posit ion t h i n ks that there's anyt h i n g  particu
larly d i fferent from the t imes that he  was responsible 
for the same offjce. 
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H O N .  S.  LYON: M r. Chairman,  Ms. Arlene Wortzman,  
Pol icy A n alyst at $34, 1 49, is a lso a member of the New 
Democratic Party? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: She is p h i losophical ly certa i n ly i n  
tune with t h e  New Democratic Party. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: What are her responsib i l i t ies ,  Mr .  
Chairman,  as Pol icy Analyst? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: S he is  do ing  P lann ing  and P ro
g ram Analysis on behalf of the government  wh ich  is  
cont i n u i n g  on  the k i n d  of funct ion that M r. Mccance 
would have performed. 

HON. S.  LYON: Or perhaps Mr.  Leitch? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Or Mr.  Leitc h ,  I ' m  sorry, who was 
term i n ated I bel ieve pr ior  to N ovember 30 by the out
go ing government. 

HON. S.  LYON: Yes. Mr .  Garth  Cramer, the Media 
Secretary to the Prem ier,  what d oes h e  do at 
$26,287.00? Does he assist Mr .  O'Connor? He's the 
second person in  the comm u n icat ions f ie ld in  the  
Premier's office whereas heretofore there had been 
one. What are his special  respons ib i l it ies? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Media Secretary, appointments, 
speech writ ing ,  i nvolved with various press conferen
ces and press events. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: Which  of these people i f  I m ight  ask, 
Mr .  Cha irman,  or  have we come across the relevant 
name of the person in the Premier's off ice who i s  



Thursday, 3 June, 1 982 

doing the study, perhaps even on a contract basis, 
i nto the I nformation  Services provided by the various 
departments of government i nc lud i ng,  I take it ,  the 
major I nformation Services u nder Mr.  Donogh? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That was a contract posit ion and 
you're th ink ing of  M r. Weppler. 

HON. S.  LYON: Wepler? W-E-P-L-E-R? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Two "p's." 

HON. S.  LYON: W-E-P-P-L-E-R , and he  is  attached 
for contract purposes, I take it ,  to the F irst M i n ister's 
Office? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That is  correct. 

HON. S.  LYON: Is he on a three month ,  six month ,  
one year . .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: His  responsib i l ity on  the contract 
carries on to J u n e  30th. 

HON. S. LYON: J une 30th,  and what may we expect 
from this period of employment when he  ceases being  
employed? What may we expect to  receive? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: F irst, I don't want the Leader of the 
O pposit ion to m isunderstand because I t h i n k  the 
Leader of the O p position used the term " I nformation 
Services." That's not what M r. Weppler i s  dea l i ng with .  
He is  deal i n g  with general i nformation and the various 
i nformat ion u n its that exist w i th in  gover nment in the 
various departments and is  br ing ing in recom menda
tions perta in ing  to that because we have at the present 
t ime  a lack of co-ordinat ion ,  a lack of consistency i n  
many respects, i n  ensur ing that communjcations are 
properly and effectively provided to the publ ic .  If the 
Leader of the O pposit ion wants, I could g o  i nto m o re 
deta i l  i nsofar as the terms of respons ib i l ity i n  respect 
to that contract. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: The one item we woul d  l i ke to h ave, it 
may a lready be on the record but i f  the f igure isn 't 
readi ly  handy to the F i rst M i n ister, what is the salary 
attached to that contract for the period exp i r ing  J u n e  
30th? I presume it's a six-month contract. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: He's receivi ng  $3,000 a month.  

HON. S.  LYON: Three thousand. N ow Lesl ie Car
rothers, the Executive Assistant, o bviously a mem ber 
of the New Democrat ic Party because that's what 
Executive Assistants are there for . . . 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: That's r ight, i n  the same way that 
J . D .  Lee's was. 

HON. S. LYON: Of course, no apologies need be 
made. My honou rable friend need n't feel his sk in  
t ighten i n g  o n  h i m  at  al l .  

So then of these appo i ntees t h at we've talked about 
Messrs. Deeter, Regeh r, O'Con nor, Ms. M itchel l ,  Ms. 
Wasylycia-Leis, Ms.  Wortzman,  Mr.  Cramer and, of 
cou rse, Leslie Carrothers are a l l  polit ical appointees? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Yes, they are i n  the same way that 
- I don't recal l  j ust how many pol i t ical appointments 
were termi n ated by the outgoi ng  government prior to 
N ovember 30th, but they woul d  

H O N .  S. LYON: 6 0  or  70. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: How many? 

HON. S. LYON: 30, 40, 60, 70 . .  

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: I n  the same way I would assume 
m i n d  you , it won't happen for many many years I ' m  
s u re - that people ho ld ing these posit ions w o u l d  b e  
ter m inated t h e  same way a s  t h e  previous government 
termi n ated their pol it ical appointments. In fact,  I have 
n ow the pr i nted forms that m i g ht hel p the Leader of 
the O pposit ion if we could have them d istr ibuted. 

HON. S. LYON: Are there any others in the offices 
enumerated by the F irst M i n ister fol lowin g  upon Les
l ie  Carrothers, there was a secretary, a protocol per
son,  correspondence and so on - any of those people 
that the F irst M i n ister would desig n ate as bein g  pol i t i
cal  appointees? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The others that I made reference 
to went through the Civ i l  Service and we're tal k i n g  of 
Feely, Gerecke, Ross. All the others are the C iv i l  
Service. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Chairman,  are there any other 
appoi ntments or  transfers of Deputy M i n isters that are 
bei ng  i m m i nently contemplated by the F irst M i nister? 
The secon d  part of the same q uestion :  i f  so, can we 
expect that a practice w i l l  be fol lowed whereby, w hich  
was fol lowed by the previous government in  a n um ber  
of cases, not  i n  a l l  cases, professional  h i ri ng people 
w i l l  be asked to see i f  they can obtain the best talent i n  
Canada regardl ess o f  t h e  pol it ical backgro u n d  o f  the 
person? I s  there any hope or  expectat ion that that 
practice m i g ht come i nto play under  t h is? 
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HON. H .  PAWLEY: We have j ust com pleted, I bel ieve, 
somet h i n g  that I don't bel ieve has occu rred before i n  
Manitoba either dur ing  the Leader of the O pposit ion's 
term in govern ment as Premier or  u nder the previous 
New Democratic Party Government, '69-77, a process 
that I 've been very p leased with and that is Civ i l  Ser
vice h ir ing  of a Deputy M i n ister a n d  that i s  in respect 
to the Deputy M i n i ster of C u lt u ra l  Affairs, in wh ich  
there have been q u ite an extensive i nterview process. 
I bel ieve that the M i n ister of C u lt u ral Affairs has 
already made a decision in respect to the appoi nt
ment. T hat n ame can be provided to the Leader of the 
O pposit ion;  I don't have it r ight here at the m o ment 
but we can get it.  I bel ieve that person is  tak i n g  over 
respons ib i l ity on  August 1 st of th is  year. 

HON. S. LYON: We would appreciate that i n forma
tion, Mr .  Chairman,  now or in the course of the com
m i ttee hear ing ton i g ht. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 1 . (c) ( 1 ) -pass. 

HON. S. LYON: N o, Mr. Chairman - ( I nterjection )-



You'l l  get used to it .  - ( I nterject ion)- Cou rtesy is  
somet h i n g  you h ave to learn, but you'l l  get  used to  
that too. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I'm sorry I have to 
correct an earl ier statement. I can't g ive the Leader of 
the O pposit ion the name of the person I made refer
ence to because we're sti l l  negotiati ng  salary. 

HON. S. LYON: Fair enough .  I n  that connect ion ,  
could the F i rst M i n i ster i n d i cate why the services of  
Mr.  Prefonta i ne, the previous Deputy M i n i ster were 
not renewed when his contract ran out? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: As I recall it ,  Mr. Prefonta ine 
offered h is  res ignation and h is  M i n i ster recommended 
the acceptance of the resig nat ion .  I think Mr.  Prefon
taine i n d icated in his res ignat ion that he  felt that was a 
proper course for a Deputy M i n ister, one that he i n  h is 
op in ion wanted to fol l ow. 

HON. S.  L VON: Was there any part icular reason for 
the government not renewing ttiat contract? He was 
here on  an exchange contract from the Federal Civ i l  
Service for  a stated period. Was there any reason for 
not renewing  that contract by reason of competency 
or  anyth ing  else? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: No, I t h i n k  it's s i m ply that M r. 
Prefontai ne tendered h is  res ignation.  The res ig nation 
was accepted and based u pon the recommendation of 
the M i n ister. 

HON. S.  L VON: And there are no other Deputies at 
the p resent who are bei n g  contem plated or  i n  the m i l l  
f o r  change? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Not at the present t ime, I ' m  advised 
of maybe one or two retirements. 

HON. S.  L VON: M r. Cha irman,  d u ri n g  the last two to 
three years in the Premier's Office, as the F irst M i n is
ter w i l l  read i ly  u n derstand ,  there was a g reat deal of 
t ime spent by the Clerk of the Execut ive Counc i l ,  the 
Fi rst M i n ister, the Attorney-General and a n um ber of 
h is  staff on  the Constitutional proposals of Prime M i n
ister T ru deau on that part icu lar  rather e longated d is
cuss ion .  Negotiat ion period came to one juncture 
point i n  N ovem ber. Can the F i rst M i n ister i n d icate, 
having regard to the fact that there w i l l  be I bel ieve 
with i n  a year a nother Constitut ional  Conference, who 
wi l l  h i s  pr i nc ipal advisers i n  th is  respect be? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The Attorney-General ,  of cou rse, 
w i l l  be i nvolved. The Leader of the O pposit ion is refer
r ing to the u pco m i n g  conference perta i n i ng to Aborig
i nal and the Treaty R ig hts' comm itment that was g iven 
by the F i rst M i n ister. The Attorney-General and the 
Attorney-General's Department wil l  be i nvolved i n  
respect t o  recommendations. There is  no  o n e  specifi
cal ly in a techn ical  sense who is work i ng on a paper 
presentat ion but it  wil l be the Attorney-General's 
Department. 

HON. S.  L VON: I take it from what the Attorney
General has said that Professor G i bson from the U n i-
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versity of Manitoba is doing some Constitution related 
work. Would he be regarded as one of the pr inc ipal 
advisers to the Fi rst M i n i ster on  Constitut ional mat
ters or  not? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Yes, he certa in ly wou ld be but I ' m  
n o t  certai n  whether he w i l l  b e  i n volved i n  respect t o  
t h e  part icular conference t h e  Leader of the O p posi
tion is referri ng  to, but i t  could very well be that Pro
fessor G ibson would be prov id ing  i m put. There's been 
no decision made. 

HON. S. LYON: Professor G ibson ,  I bel ieve and I 'm 
subject to correction on  th is ,  was among that level of  
academi cs who was rather more favou rably d isposed 
to an entrenched B i l l  of R i g hts than most of the 
academicians who foun d  their  way around the Table 
in the cou rse of the F irst M i n isters' Conferences on 
this m atter. May I ask in a general way, does the F irst 
M i n i ster happen to share the views of Professor G i b
son with respect to the need for a fu l ly  entrenched 
Charter of R i g hts in Canada or does he rather favou r  
the compromise that was arrived at, namely, one 
wh ich preserves parl iamentary supremacy by reason 
of the parl iamentary override which is contained i n  
t h e  present docu ment? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I would prefer to h ave a B i l l  of 
R i g hts that does not enshr ine parl iamentary override. 

H O N .  S. LYON: I take i t  what my honou rable friend is 
saying,  Mr. Chairman,  is that he woul d  prefer to have a 
C harter of R ights entrenched with n o  parl iamentary 
override. I s  that what we're hearing? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That is correct. 

HON. S.  LYON: That was the position  that of course 
was in d irect opposit ion to the posit ion that was taken 
by Mr.  B lakeney, who at that time was the only N D P  
Premier i n  Canada. T h e  F i rst M i n ister has succeeded 
to that posit ion now for a w h i le. Could I ask i f  th is  
posit ion that he  holds is  such that he can not v isual ize 
a set of c i rcu mstances wherein the par l iamentary 
and/or  the legis lative override would be req u i red to be 
used by th is  Legis latu re or by the Parl i ament of Can
ada in order to ensure that the law of the country was 
not bein g  leg is lated in a way by the cou rts which was 
contrary to the wil l  of the people? 
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H O N .  H. PAWLEY: I am not conscious at t h is t ime of 
any of the provis ions that the Manitoba Government 
would want to override. N ow experience may tel l  us 
otherwise, but I 'm not aware of any of the provisions at 
t h is particu lar  point that the Attorney-General or  
myself as F irst M i n ister wou ld want  the P rovin ce of  
Manitoba to  override. 

I'd l i ke to just add some further i nformat ion for the 
Leader of the O pposit ion.  Professor G ibson, Kerr 
Twaddle, Br ian Schwartz and Col in  G i l lespie are a l l  
advisers on  Constitutional matters at the present t i me. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Twaddle is  sti l l  retained by the 
government? H e  was the Chief Counsel  of course for 
the govern ment in the action brought agai nst the 



HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. We haven't c hecked h i s  card. 
We don't i ntend to. 

HON. S. LYON: I haven't either, he's one of the best 
cou nsel i n  Canada. - ( I nterject ion)- M r. Chairman,  
the Attorney-General i s  try ing to get  h i s  two b i ts  worth 
i n ,  but Mr. Twaddle of course acted as the lead coun
sel for Manitoba dur ing  the t i me when the Prem ier of 
Manitoba at that time happened to be the Chairman of 
the Conference of Prem iers and as a result  Mr. Twad 
dle acted i n  a very d isti n g u ished way, u l t imately .;s 
lead counsel  for the eight provinces who successfu l ly  
opposed M r. Trudeau's u n i l ateral package. 

Now getti ng  back to the point that I was on, we're 
well aware of the Attorney-General's op in ion  on th is  
matter because he's spoken out to the Manitoba 
Associat ion of R i g hts and L i berties or  L.R. or R . L . ,  
whatever t h e  g r o u p  i s ,  M A R L ,  a n d  said that he can 
visual ize no c i rcu mstance u nder which the parl iamen
tary override would be used by this Legislat u re to 
amel iorate agai nst the B i l l  of R ig hts or  some i nterpre
tat ion of the B i l l  of R i g hts that m i g ht be made by some 
cou rt.  I 'm not in any way tryi ng to put words i nto the 
Premier's mouth, but I rather thought that he was 
bein g  a b it  more prudent than that, in say ing that he  
can't v isual ize such a c ircumstance but that i t  m ight  
we l l  exist. Am I r ight  i n  my u n derstand i n g? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That woul d  be basically correct. I 
i nd icated that I can not see any of the exist ing provi
sions where the govern ment of the Provi nce of Mani
toba wou ld want to use i ts  power of  override. I f  i n deed 
circu mstances i n d icated otherwise in the future, then 
government would have had to assume respons ib i l ity 
for look ing at what would be a very i m portant decision 
as to whether same woul d  be j ustif ied or  not.  I do not 
foresee that at th is  stage. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr. Cha irman,  let me perhaps sug
gest a scenario i n  wh ich  I th ink  the proper prudence of 
the F irst M i n ister as opposed to the rhetorical f lam
boyance of the Attorney-General m i g ht be wiser. A 
good n u m ber of years ago, and i n deed the F irst M i n is
ter and the former Attorney-General w i l l  be fam i l iar  I 
am sure with the law, the Legislature of M a nitoba i n  its 
wisdom saw fit to make an amendment to The C h i l d  
Welfare Act w h i c h  enabled courts t o  order medical 
treatment to be g iven to ch i ld ren  where that medical 
treatment was bei n g  denied ch i ld ren in a l i fe-savi n g  
way because o f  leg i t imate rel ig ious bel iefs o f  the 
parents. 

N ow we have a B i l l  of R i g hts or  a Charter of R ig hts 
wh ich  talks about freedom of rel ig ion .  I 'd l i ke to ask 
the F i rst M i n ister to v isual ize a situation l i ke this, that 
you m i g ht have such a c h i l d  i n  need, for i nstance, of a 
blood transfusion,  which was the case i n  point some 
20-some-odd years ago. A court u nder the prov inc ia l  
legislat ion sti l l  i n  force could order  that transfusion to 
be g iven.  T heoretical ly at  least, the parents hold ing 
f i rmly to their  rel i g ious bel ief - no one is crit ic iz in g  th is  
bel ief - could n ow u nder the B i l l  of  R i g hts u n der the 
section deal i n g  with freedom of rel ig ion  go to the 
court and seek to have the prov inc ia l  law n u l l i f ied on 
the basis that the i r  freedom of rel i g i o n  was bein g  
denied i f  t h e  court were t o  order t h e  transfusi o n  t o  be 
given to that ch i ld .  Is that a c i rcumstance, M r. Chair-
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man,  i n  wh ich  the F i rst M i n i ster in h is ,  I wou ld t h i n k ,  
wiser prudence would be prepared t o  recommend t o  
t h e  Legis lat u re that an override take place a n d  that t h e  
l a w  o f  Manitoba b e  declared t o  b e  superior t o  that o f  
the Charter of R i g hts section wh ich ,  if  fol lowed 
th roug h ,  would of course poss ibly cause the ch i ld  to 
d ie .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I f  i ndeed that was the case as 
out l i ned by the Leader of the O pposit ion,  but  I don't 
c la im to be a cr imina l  lawyer or a constitut ional  law
yer, but I would tend to th ink  that the example g iven by 
the Leader of the O pposit ion would not here be appl i
cable because I would th ink - and the Attorney
General's a former professor of cri m i nal  law - that 

HON. S. LYON: T hat's no  g uarantee that his op in ions 
are any better than yours. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I would tend to th ink  that 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr. Chairman, some of us  don't have 
to have a traffic map to f ind our way to a courthouse 
l i ke the Attorney-General.  H owever, let's carry on .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I would be i nc l i ned to t h i n k  that, i n  
t h e  given case, that would b e  an i nfri ngement o f  the 
cr imi nal  law, that there wou l d  be a situation i nvolvi n g  
cri m i na l  neglect. I w o u l d  t h i n k  i n  that case that t h e  
cr iminal  l a w  w o u l d  preva i l .  

H O N .  S.  L Y O N :  Mr.  Cha i rman ,  there was a s ituat ion ,  I 
can tel l  the F irst M i n ister, some 20 odd years ago 
where that fact, somewhat akin to those that I h ave 
presented as a theoretical or a hypothetical scenario,  
d id occur. The chi ld d ied and as a result  of the c h i l d  
d y i n g  t h e  Legis lature of Manitoba i n  its wisdom 
enacted a law which would perm it the courts to move 
in and override the lack of consent of the parents and 
order  the med i ca l  treatment to be g iven as a l i fesav ing 
measure. 

N ow, we rea l ize that th is  is a hypothetical situation,  
but  I am asking the F i rst M i n ister, would he  not con
sider that ass u m i n g  that set of c i rcu mstances, which 
m ay or  may n ot come about - p ray God they won't 
come about - woul d  he not then be prepared to 
request the Legislat u re of Manitoba to override the 
C harter of R i g hts in order to save l ives? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: I'd be i n c l i ned to t h i n k  that the 
opening secti o n  in  the Charter, deal i n g  with the "sub
ject to reasonable l i mitat ions that are acceptable i n  a 
parl iamentary democracy," would protect the ch i l 
d ren  in  the k ind  of case that the Leader of the O pposi
t ion has provided us with. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr. Cha irman,  I'm heartened at least 
to hear the F i rst M i n ister say that he  is  l i ke  most of us, 
n ot all k n owledgeable. We can't v isual ize all c i rcum
stances, but he  is  prepared as was the wisdom of the 
n ine  Premiers at  the t ime to adm it of the va l id ity of a n  
override clause because of the fact that we j ust can't, 
none of us, contemplate all of the c i rc u mstances i n  
which a n  entrenched Charter should b e  appl ied 



holus-bol us  without reference to the com m u n ity w i l l ,  
com m u n ity values. the mores of our  society, and so 
on .  

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Excuse me. I don't want  to be 
m isunderstood because I had i nd icated to the Leader 
of the O pposit ion that I'd prefer to have no overrid ing  
clause, so I wouldn't  want the  Leader of the O pposi
tion to i nterpret my remarks as support for the overrid
i n g  c lause. I cannot foresee a situation by which the 
overrid i n g  clause would be necessary or  i n deed that 
we would want to use that clause i n  Manitoba. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Cha i rman. perhaps the F i rst M i n
ister can refresh my memory leg it i mately. I have no 
accu rate recol lect ion of the posit ion wh ich he  took  as  
Leader of  the Opposit ion vis-a-vis the topic of an 
entrenched Charter of R i g hts. I t  seems to me that 
there was no position for some t ime and then a posi
tion wh ich  seemed to say, well, the Charter's a good 
th ing ,  but not necessarily an entrenched Charter. Can 
the Honou rable F i rst M i n ister, Mr. Chairman , enl ighten 
the Comm ittee as to what the posit ion of the NOP was 
in O pposit ion and is  it  the same as the posit ion that he 
has j ust enunciated now v is-a-vis the Charter of 
R i ghts? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  the Leader of the 
O pposit ion is i ncorrect when he  i n d i cates there was 
no pos i t ion ,  and I could i ndeed rec i rcu late a response 
that was provided to the W i n n i peg Free Press q u esti
onna i re of Septem ber, 1 980, wh ich I bel ieve was j ust 
p ri o r  to the Constitut ional Conference, i n  which F i rst 
M i n isters were attend ing  that was held here i n  Win
n i peg in  wh ich  I dealt with the posit ion of the then 
Opposit ion perta i n i n g  to the Constitution .  Our  posi
tion was in support of an entrenched B i l l  of R i g hts and 
I bel ieve there was considerable debate in the 1 981 
Sessi o n  in which my col leagues expressed that sup
port for an entrenched B i l l  of R ig hts. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I wonder if we're gett ing a l i tt le off 
the Est i mates by d isc ussion of th is  subject? 

HON. S. LYON: N ot real ly .  We' l l  get to it sooner or  
later. I f  we don't do it now,  we'l l do it somewhere else. 

I h ave no more q uest ions at the m o ment.  I have 
some m o re, M r. Chairman,  that I ' l l  come back to. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 . ( c ) ( 1 ) -pass - the Member  for 
Fort Garry. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: It was ment ioned by the Honour
able F i rst M i n ister earl ier,  a n d  it may not be a m ajor  
point in  terms of  some of the substan ce u nder d isc us
s ion at th is  t ime,  but I th i n k  it is i m portant  because of 
what is on the record and I bel ieve some clarif ication 
is  req u i red. I d idn 't want to i nterru pt the cont inu ity of 
the questions and answers that were being  exchanged 
between the F i rst M i n ister and my Leader, hence I 
waited unt i l  now to raise it .  

I want to go back to the parallel that the F i rst M i n is
ter d rew between the appointment of Mr .  McBryde as 
Deputy M i n i ster of N orthern Affairs and the appoint
ment by the previous g overn m ent, by the Progressive 
Conservative Government, of Dr. George Joh nson to 
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a senior posit ion in the Department of Health . The 
F i rst M i n ister has used the example of Dr .  Johnson's 
appoi ntment as Act i n g  Deputy M i n ister in the  
Department of H ealth as i n  fact a parallel and a j ustif i
cat ion for appoi ntments such as the appointment of 
Mr .  McBryde and I don't t h i n k  that's ent i rely fair ,  Mr .  
Cha irman.  Fa i r  or  not ,  I suggest to the Comm ittee that 
it's not accu rate. I raise it because it's not the f i rst t ime 
that Dr .  J o hnson's name has been used i n  t h is way 
and I feel that the way it's being used is  unfa ir  to the 
i n d iv idual  h i mself. Th is  government elected to retain 
D r. J o hnson i n  a capacity i n  the M i n istry of Health at a 
senior advisory level and that was the i r  perfect r ight.  
but  i f  they s i m ply d id  that in order to provide them
selves with a j ustificat ion for pol it ical appointments of 
the i r  own, then I t h i n k  that i s  rather a cyn ical move to 
h ave made. I t  isn't the f i rst time that Dr .  J o hnson's 
name has been used in this way. 

I would ask the F i rst M i n ister with respect, Mr .  
Cha i rman,  if  he doesn't see some very c lear d istin c
t ion  between the appointment of D r. Joh nson by the 
p revious govern ment and the appointment of Mr .  
McBryde, not the least of them bein g  the fact that Dr .  
J o hnson was never appointed Deputy M i n ister, he  
was appoi nted Acting  Deputy M i n ister? Now,  that d is
t inct ion may be smal l ,  but n onetheless it's there. H e  
was appointed Act ing Deputy M i n ister f o r  the very 
reason that a search was bei ng  conducted for a Dep
uty M i nister. We were not entirely successful i n  that 
search ,  but certain ly  we had candidates i n  m i n d  and 
we approached 'them. Because of the area of expertise 
and competence i n volved, it  had not been possib le to 
conclude that search enti rely, but  there is  a d istinct ion 
in the t it le and posit ion to wh ich Dr .  J o hnson was 
n amed and the title and posit ion to wh ich  M r. McBryde 
was named. 

F u rther to that, M r. Chairman,  D r. J oh nson ceased 
to be a M i n ister of the Crown i n  the Province of Mani
toba a n d  the M LA for G i m l i  on  J u ne 25, 1 969, and he  
was appoi nted to  a posit ion in  the Department of  
Health by o u r  gover nment i n  1 978. H e  had been out of  
the active f ie ld  of pol i t ics for n i n e  years, back  in  medi
cal practice for nine years. 
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Mr.  McBryde ceased to be a M i n i ster of the C rown 
and the Member for The Pas on N ovember 1 7, 1 98 1 , 
and he was appointed a Deputy M i n ister by th is  
govern ment, i f  memory serves me correctly, i n  J a n u
ary of 1 982, two months later. I n  fact, he was sti l l  a n  
active pol itical partisan. 

F u rther to that, Mr .  Chairman, Dr .  Johnson sup
p lanted no one as Acti ng  Deputy M i n ister and he  
wasn't brought i n  to supplant anyone. The F irst M i n is
ter may recal l  that the Department of Health a n d  
Com m u n ity Services was s p l i t  and f o r  reasons of 
expertise it was deemed desirable and agreeable with 
M r. Ron J o hnson that Mr .  Ron J ohnson,  who was the 
Deputy M i n ister of the com b i ned department, should 
be Deputy M i n ister of Com m u nity Services. That 
m ade it necessary for us to u ndertake a search for a 
Deputy M i n ister of Health.  It was i n  those c i rc umstan
ces that D r. J o hnson who was serv ing  in the depart
ment then as an advisor, was n amed Act ing  Deputy 
M i n ister. 

So, Mr. Chairman,  I would j ust l i ke to ask the F i rst 
M i n ister if, i n  fai rness, he woul d  n ot see some consid
erable d i fference a n d  d i st i nct ion  i n  t h ose two 
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appointments and i f  he does not consider it  somewhat 
u nfair that D r. Johnson's name should be - wel l ,  I 
won't say repeatedly - frequently used i n  debates of 
th is  k i nd as an argu ment employed by the government 
to defend their  appointments? I am not sta nd i ng i n  
accusat ion o f  t h e  F irst M i n ister for h i s  appointments. 
I'm s i mply ask i ng h i m  whether those appointments 
can not stand in the F irst M i n i ster's m i n d  on  their own 
without h av ing  to use the contrived arg u ment about 
D r. J o h nson as a j ust ification for them? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: F i rst, I want to background for the  
Member for  Fort Garry the background  to the d iscus
s ion .  I'm n ot s u re whether the Member for Fort G arry 
was present, but the Leader of the O pposition  was 
mak ing reference to five i n d iv iduals that had been 
appoi nted Deputy M i n isters d u r i n g  the p resent 
govern ment's term. Fou r of those five i ndeed have 
had,  to my k nowledge, no  previous record of sitt ing  i n  
any Legislature o r  Parl iament i n  Canada, but i t  seemed 
to be a topic of some d iscussion on  the part of the 
Leader of the O pposit ion i nsofar as fou r  deputies, a l l  
com petent able people ,  who have the i r  own o bvious 
pol it ical p h i losophy. 

So, now I say to the Member for Fort Garry, i f  i ndeed 
he is  mak ing that poi nt about D r. George J oh nson, the 
four that the Leader of the O pposit ion was and I say 
was actual ly attack ing  thei r credib i l ity as being Dep
uty M i n isters i n  th is  g overnment,  that would even be 
more remote i nsofar as those fou r  than the Dr.  George 
Joh nson situation . Mary Eady has had to my k n owl
edge no previous polit ical office, elected office; Marc 
El iesen; the only one that has had a previous elected 
office was Ron McBryde. 

The point  that I m ade and I make it again ,  I would 
not want  R o n  McBryde to be the Deputy M i n ister or 
h ave a senior posit ion in the Health Department n o r  
w o u l d  I want George Johnson to be Depµty M i n i ster 
of N orthern Affairs. I bel ieve that they each w i l l  do an 
extremely com petent  job in the i r  own role. At the 
same t i me, I say and the fact i s  there, it's c lear ,  they 
each have a previous active pol it ical record. I ' m  not 
ho ld ing  that against George Johnson,  as has been 
demonstrated s ince we have assumed office n or ,  I can 
tel l  the Member for Fort Garry and I wish the Leader of 
the O pposition  was here, am I go ing to hold i t  against 
the former Honourable Ron McBryde, nor  woul d  I 
ho ld it against the Honourable George J oh nson. 

I say to the Mem ber for Fort G arry, we get i nto very 
t h i n  ice when we start to cast n ames about, because if 
he  is  a rg u i n g  that George J o hnson some way or  other 
i s  m o re remote because there was a l on ger space of 
time between his elected office and his being  appointed 
to a senior positio n  i n  the Department of Health ,  then 
s u rely the others that the Leader of the O pposit ion 
mentioned that weren't ever at any t ime holdi ng 
elected office are even m u ch more remote, and yet 
they were the su bject of earl ier controversy th is  
even ing .  

M R .  L. S H E R MAN: Mr. Cha i rman ,  the fact i s  that I was 
here a n d  I d i d  witness the earl ier exchange between 
the F irst M i n i ster and my Leader and Dr. George 
Johnson's name, position  and h i story was not raised 
by the F irst M i n ister i n  com parison to the appoi nt
ments either of Mary Eady or the appoi ntments of Mr. 

E l iesen or  the appoi ntment of Mr .  Deeter or  the 
appointment of any of those i nd iv iduals who f i t  i nto 
the context of the arg u ment to which the F irst M i n ister 
has j ust referred. I made a notat ion at the t ime that Dr .  
Joh nson's name came i nto the conversat ion ,  i njected 
i nto it by the F i rst M i n ister, when the q u estion  arose 
about Mr. McBryde. I t's not the f i rst t ime that this has 
happened. I ndeed, I have heard spokesmen for the 
present g overn ment compare the two appoi ntments 
i n  the past, the appo i ntment of D r. Johnson and the 
appointment of M r. McBryde. 

My poi nt ,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  i s  that it  i s  not an h onest 
comparison because Dr. J oh nson was not in active 
pol it ics when he  was appoi nted and Mr. McBryde was. 
D r. Johnson was not brought i nto supplant a Deputy 
M i n ister and Mr. McBryde was. Dr. Joh nso n ,  i n  fact, 
was never appointed Deputy M i n ister. H is posit ion 
was temporary w h i le a search was going on, but m o re 
than that ,  my point is that if th is  government  real ly 
bel ieves in the value and the v i rtue of D r. Johnson and 
that is why they retained h i m ,  can we not d ispense 
with this rather unattractive comparison all the time of 
D r. J oh nson's appoi ntment whenever the government 
feels sensitive about a n  appo i ntment l i ke that havi ng  
to do w i th  Mr.  McBryde? 

I t  appears that the pr imary value - ( l n terject ion)
no,  it  doesn't su it  D r. J o h nson very wel l and as a fr iend 
of D r. Johnson's,  it  d oesn't su it  me very wel l .  The 
M i n ister of Agriculture says, it  doesn't suit me very 
wel l .  It certain ly  doesn't su it  me very wel l .  If the M i n is
ter of Agricu lture had any sensitivity for the person, 
D r. George Johnson, i t  wouldn't su it  h i m  very wel l .  
Everyti me an arg u ment is  raised as to the appoint
ments of a pol it ical nature made by th is  government -
not every t ime,  that's an exaggerati o n  - but a n u m ber 
of t imes, this was not the f i rst t i me, spokesman for the 
government have said ,  wel l ,  what about Dr .  George 
Johnson.  My q uest ion is ,  i s  that the j ustificat ion for 
the retent ion of D r. George Johnson,  so t h at the M i n
ister of Agr icultu re a n d  other spokesmen for the gov
ern ment and the F irst M i n i ster can say, wel l ,  we're 
appo i nt ing Ron McBryde, etc. ,  etc., because the 
Tories appointed D r. George J oh nson? 

Wel l ,  that's the cynical i nterpretation that appears 
to be emergi n g  from the cont inua l  ra is ing of th is  
arg u ment about Dr. J oh nson because the two posi
tions do not equate. The two c i rc umstances equate i n  
n o  way whatsoever, M r. Cha irman.  Mr .  R o n  M cBryde 
was a warm body right out of pol it ics. 
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M R .  CHAIRMAN: Order, order. 

MR. L.. S H ERMAN: I use that term del i berately for 
emphasis in the polit ical context, Mr .  Chairman.  Dr. 
George J o hnson was n i n e  years out of pol i t ics, n ine  
years back i n  pr ivate practice. Now, it  takes a consid
erable and a cynical stretch of pol it ical imag in at ion to 
compare those two appointments and I s u b m it to the 
F irst M i n i ster and to the M i n ister of Agr iculture ,  who 
seems suddenly to be i nterested i n  th is  s u bject, that is 
a n  u nfa i r  use and exploitat ion  of the appointment a n d  
the services o f  Dr .  George Joh nson to keep raisi n g  
that a s  t h e  j ustificat ion for t h e  appointment o f  Mr .  
McBryde and that is the context i n  wh ich i t  was raised 
by the F i rst M i n ister. 

Mr. Cha irman,  the record w i l l  show that the name of 
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Dr. George Joh nson a n d  the references to h is 
appoi ntment were brought i nto the d iscussions i n  t h is 
comm ittee when the Leader of my party raised the 
q uest ion about Mr .  McBryde. The M i n ister of Agr icul
t u re can protest that a l l  he l ikes, but  i t  i s  on  the record 
and it's been done before. I would ask the F irst M i n is
ter and his col leagues to cease and desist i f  they have 
any sensit ivity for D r. J oh nson whatsoever. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 . (c) { 1 ) -pass. 

MR. L. S H ER MAN: We are not pass ing ;  we have other 
q uestions.  My colleague,  the Member for Art h u r, has 
q uestions.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Arthur .  

MR. J .  DOWNEY:  M r. Chairman,  there is  an area of 
concern that I 've h ad,  part icu larly as it relates to the 
farm com m u n ity, and I would l i ke to j ust ask the P re
mier  if he could n't conf irm for me some of the state
ments that he has made a n d  some of the documents 
that he h as put his name to, M r. Chairman.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: W here does th is  fit i n?  

MR. J .  DOWNEY: Mr. Cha i rman ,  i f  you don't feel it's 
fair that we should ask the Prem ier q uest ions on 
statements that he has made . . .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: We are on  the Est i mates of h i s  

M R .  J. DOWNEY: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I w i l l  g e t  specif ical ly 
to the part of the Est imates wherein which the Premier 
h as i n d i cated that he  would g ive support to the beef 
i n dustry in statements made by h i m .  If he's n ot pre
pared to or if you , Mr. Cha irman,  are not a l lowing me 
to ask h i m  q uestions about statements that he has 
made, then I t h i n k  the whole pu rpose of . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Possi bly, i t  would be more approp
riate when we come to the M i n ister's Salary, then we 
can h ave a wide range of d iscussion.  At th is  t i me, 
maybe we could move on  with the Esti mates. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman,  i f  the Premier is 
somewhat sensit ive and a l itt le nervous about answer
i ng,  I can wait u nt i l  that part icular t ime and I ' l l  y ield the 
floor to my Leader i f  he  has f u rther q uest ions i n  th is  
area. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 . (c) ( 1 ) -pass? 

HON. S. LYON: No, Mr. Chairman.  On the General 
A d m i n strat i o n  of the F i rst M i n i ster's office, M r .  
Cha irman,  whereas M r. Bedson used to act i n  a posi
tion w ithout tit le, actual ly as Deputy M i n ister of 
federal-provincia l  relat ions,  who is  occupying that 
posit ion at the present t i me? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Federal-provincia l  relations? 

HON. S. LYON: Yes. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Deeter. 

3034 

HON. S. LYON: Mr.  Deeter is do ing  that and what 
were the other respons ib i l ities, Mr .  Chairman,  that the 
F irst M i n i ster said that M r. Deeter h ad that were addi
t ional  to those respons ib i l it ies that he  surm ised that 
Mr .  Bedson had? 

H O N .  H .  P A W L E Y :  S o m e  of M r .  L e i t c h ' s  
respons ib i l it ies. 

HON. S. LYON: In terms of pol icy co-ordination.  

HON. H.  PAWLEY: That's r ight. 

HON. S. LYON: T he Western P remiers' Conference, 
as I understand it now, has been postponed because 
of the Saskatchewan elect ion unt i l  the fall, I bel ieve? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Yes, it  has been postponed from 
J u ne 8th, 9th and 1 0th  unt i l  Septe m ber. I don't bel ieve 
the date has been re-establ ished yet. 

HON. S. LYON: And the F i rst M i n isters,' that is,  the 
Annua l  Premier's Conference at wh ich  a l l  ten Premi
ers wil l  be present, that i s  slated I bel ieve this year for 
N ova Scot ia .  Are the dates the same? Wil l  that be held 
before the Western Prem iers' now because of the 
change? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: I expect i t  w i l l  be. I bel ieve the F irst 
M i n isters' Conf!=lrence is scheduled for the t h i rd week 
i n  August in N ova Scotia. 

HON. S. LYON: Reference has been made d u ri n g  the 
course of the Session,  Mr .  Cha irman,  to the Econom i c  
Conference of N ovember, 1 978, a t  w h i c h  a l l  t e n  Pre
m iers and the Pr ime M i n ister brought  forward an eco
nomic  bluepr int for the country. Some m i g ht say i t  has 
been honoured m o re in the breach than the obser
vance, particu larly by the Federal G overnm ent. That 
part icu lar  bluepr int was rei nforced and u ndergirded 
again at the l ast ful l  meet ing  of the ten P re m iers i n  
August i n  V ictoria, B .C.  Could t h e  F irst M i n ister say, 
from the m ost recent Economic Conference, if  he  has 
noticed any fundamental changes i n  the attitudes of 
the P remiers towards supporting  the f u ndamental 
pr inc ip les of that communique of 1 978? 

I real ize he  m ay not h ave i t  i n  front of  h i m  but I can 
tel l h i m ,  and I ' m  s u re he  can accept my u n dertak i n g  i n  
t h is regard, that the ma in  thrust o f  i t  was that the 
pr ivate sector was the ma in  eng ine w hich fueled our 
economy in Canada and that govern ment shou ld  n ot 
be do ing t h i n gs that are i n i m ical to the pr ivate sector, 
but rather  shou ld  be working wi th  t he pr ivate sector i n  
order to i nsure that the economy worked properly and 
expanded as reasonably as poss ible.  That docu ment, 
of  course, was s igned by a l l  ten P re m iers at the t ime 
inc lud ing P remier B lakeney. I s  there anyt h i n g  in  that 
statement with wh ich  the cu rrent Premier of M a nitoba 
would find h imself at odds? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I would want to see the comm u
n ique f i rst, before I wou ld be able to advise whether or  
not I agreed wi th  it  i n  total i ty or  n ot. I d o  know t hat at 
the recent Federal-Provincia l  Conference that there 
seemed to be some broader m i nded attent ion and 
desire to apply economic  remed ies than the one just 
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out l ined by the Leader of the Opposit ion.  I sensed 
from m any of the subm iss ions that Premiers were 
i ncreasing ly  accept i ng a role for both pub l ic  and pri
vate i n vestment. So,  I say to the Leader of the O pposi
tion, it  seems to me that approach that he has out l i ned 
probably would be narrower than certainly my obser
vations at the Federal-Prov incial  Conference. It cer
tainly would be narrower than my own. 

HON. S. LYON: I was merely try ing  to i n d icate to the 
F i rst M i n ister, Mr .  Chairman,  that was one of the fu :1-
damentals. There were a n u m ber of other sections to 
that economic  bluepr int  at which perhaps the F i rst 
M i n ister can take a look before, perhaps at another 
sess ion ,  we get to his salary. would appreciate sin
cerely though h av ing his v iew on that because, as I 
say, as recently as August of 1 981 , that remai ned the 
considered view of the ten Premiers of Canada. I f  
there has been a n y  funda mental change i n  that, i t  
would b e  i nterest ing t o  k now. 

I t  woul d  also be i n terest ing to k now, Mr. Chairman,  
the extent to which,  i f  any, the F i rst M i n ister of th is 
prov i nce would f ind h imself in  d ivergence with what 
was real ly a broad h i ghway approach to economic 
development i n  Canada wh ich  seemed to offer some 
h ope, and may I say, some confidence to the busi ness 
com m u n ity at that t ime,  wh ich  confiden ce has regret
tably s ince been sadly eroded. So, without trying  to 
i m p i nge u pon h i s  t ime, I realize he has many other 
t h ings  to do, if he  could perhaps take a l ook  at the 
1 978, N ovember com m u n ique.  I t  won't take too long 
to read. In  fact, I be l ieve I f i led i t  as a sessional  paper 
dur ing  one of my speeches in the H ouse. I would l i ke  
to  f ind  out  i f  there has  been any  substantial change i n  
that b l ueprint wh ich  . . .  

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: Yes, wel l ,  certai n ly I ' l l  be i nter
ested i n  l ooki n g  at that. As the Leader of the O pposi
tion k nows, none of the f i les that the Leader of the 
O pposit ion had when he  was Premier are accessib le  
to me.  I s  he  tel l i n g  me that it's somewhere else? We 
have i t .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Member for St .  N orbert. 

M R .  G. M E R C I E R :  Mr. Cha irman,  I wonder i f t he F irst 
M i n ister can i n d i cate whether he i ntends to stan d  h is 
Cabinet d u ri n g  th is  year or any of the successful 
appl icants i n  th is  room. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: The answer to (a)  i s  yes: (b) 
maybe. I wish the Leader of the O pposit ion were sti l l  
here because I j u st wanted t o  add very q uickly,  i f  I 
cou l d ,  that there has been a clear sh i ft on the part of 
the F irst M i n isters i n  Canada to su pport for lower 
i nterest rate and more of a criticism real ly of the fed
eral monetary po l icy than I t h i n k  would have been the 
case in the earl ier communiques. 

MR. G .  M E R C I E R :  By h ow many does the F irst M i n is
ter i ntend to expand the Cabinet? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I have n ot decided how many at 
th is  stage. A l l  that I do k now is that the 1 4  are do ing an 
excel lent job, but 1 4  i s  a l ittle on  the smal l  side. 

MR. G .  M E R C I E R :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  is the F i rst M i n ister 
considering establ ish ing a Department of I n tergo
vern mental Affairs? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: Not at th is  stage. As the Member 
for St. N orbert k n ows, federal-provi ncial relat ions do 
fal l  w i th in  th is  department. I 'm not at this stage i ntend
i n g  t o  d i v i d e  t h at respons i b i l i ty to a separate 
department. 

MR. C H A I R M A N :  1 . (c ) ( 1  ) -pass; 1 . ( c ) ( 2 )  Other  
Expend itures-pass: 1 . (d)  G overnment H ospital ity
pass; 1 . (e) I nternational Development Program-pass. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: M r. Chairman,  has the F irst M i n i ster 
got a l i st of those m ajor  projects? I don't want the 
deta i l  of them, but they usual ly break down i nto items 
of 20,000 - 30,000 each .  Have we a l ist of what those 
programs would be for this expenditure? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: We can provide last year's. Appar
ently we've had no submiss ion th is  year. I should also 
in fa i rness point out to members that this i s  the same 
amount as last year and we w i l l  be reviewing that 
amount  as to some possib le revis ion for next year i n  
reviewing  the program. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 1 . (e) -pass; 1 . (f) French Language 
Services, 1 .  (f) ( 1) Salaries-pass. 

The Leader of the O pposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: Could the F irst M i n ister i n d icate, M r. 
Chairman,  i n  th is  total vote of $81 ,700 transferred over 
from Cu lt u ra l  Affairs, what was the vote last year for 
that office when it resided in Cu l tural Affairs? 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: T here was no vote because it was 
started in September of 1 98 1  by the prev ious govern
ment and i t  then rested in the Department of C u lt u ra l  
Affairs and I bel ieve, i f  I ' m  correct, that Mr .  Roger 
Turenne and his secretary were both brought on  staff 
in September of '81 . 

HON. S. LYON: Is th is  one of the votes or one of the 
appropriations, M r. Chairman, which wil l  see addi
t ional Civi l  Service establ ishment added to it? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: No,  there's no  addit ion contem
plated in this fiscal year. 

HON. S. LYON: N o  addit ion at all .  So the $81 ,000 is 
for the staff as i nherited by the F irst M i n i ster or  as 
seconded to h i m  from the Department of C u lt u ra l  
Affai rs i n  Decem ber, J a nuary or  whenever the case 
may be? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: That is  correct. 

M R .  C HA I R MAN: 1 . ( f) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies-pass; 1 . ( f) (2)  
Other Expenditures-pass; which leads us  to I n forma
t ion Services, No. 2 . ;  2. (a) Salaries. 

HON. S. LYON: On I nformation Services, there's 
been some reference earl ier to M r. O'Conn o r's posi
tion and the fact that Mr .  Donogh in the I nformation 
Services is now report ing  to the F i rst M i n ister through 
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Mr.  O'Connor .  Can the F i rst M i n ister g ive us the ratio
nale or  the reason for that move of I nformation Servi
ces from· I bel ieve the Department of Government 
Serv ices over to his Office? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Wel l ,  Mr. O'Connor is responsib le 
for overall com m u n i cations, i nc lud ing  the F i rst M i n is
ter's Office, and i t  appears to be an  arrangement t hat 
i s  working q u ite satisfactori ly .  

H O N .  S.  LYON: Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman,  that 's h ardly a 
rationale. What was the motivation for changing the 
departmental struct u re of I nformation Services from 
the Department of Govern ment Services w here it had 
resided for some time over to the Pre m ier's Office? 

H O N .  H. PAWL E Y: Probably to some extent the very 
same reason that former P remier Weir would have. 
Com m u n icat ions in my v iew is  a very central and a 
very i mportant aspect of government. I t h i n k  that 
governments freq uently get themselves i nto d ifficu lty 
not because of the programs but because of commun
i cation  and if i n deed com m u nicat ion is a pr iority, then 
I th ink that we ought to demonstrate the i m portance of 
i nformation and i nformat ion service and com m u n ica
tion and that is the reason for transferr ing it to the 
Executive Counc i l .  

H O N .  S.  L Y O N :  What change in  staff has there been 
in I nformation Services? I see the vote is  s l ightly 
redu ced. T he salary vote is  up from $4T/ to $490 
w h i c h  is not m u c h .  Other Expenditures are up $1 1 9  to 
$ 1 31 .00. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: T here's an  i n c rease in a C lerk i n  
t h e  C it izens I n q u i ry Service. That is a posit ion that 
was or ig ina l ly  occup ied but has been borrowed from 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs. So when I n forma
t ion Service was transferred, it was necessary to 
establ i sh  the new SMY as Consumer and Corporate 
Affai rs carried on with  the use of thei rs. 

HON. S. LYON: And what is the estab l i shment break
down for I nformation Services at the present t ime,  M r. 
Chairman? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I 'm sorry, I d id n't get the q uestio n .  

H O N .  S. LYON: The establ ishment breakdown for . . .  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Could we d istr ibute that i n  the 
same way as we d id  the others? 

H O N .  S.  LYON: Yes, that's satisfactory. That's com
ing around n ow, i s  it ,  because I have some q uest ions. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I wonder i f  we could go on to other 
items and come back to this. Would that be possible? 

HON. S. LYON: Wel l ,  Mr .  Chairman, I 'm agreeable. 
Any of these catch- u p  items we can leave t i l l  the M i n is
ter's Salary if that's more convenient. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: O kay. I concur w ith  you r su bmis
sion,  your suggest ion.  

HON. S. LYON: There may be a d isposit ion,  Mr.  
Chairman, subject to the F irst M i n ister's w ishes to 
clean up items ton i g ht, leave the Salary open and then 
go at i t  again the next t ime the com m ittee meets 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Monday or  tomorrow. 

H O N. S. LYON: . . .  and we could pick up those items 
on that occasion if that's agreeable. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 2. (a) Salaries-pass. 
The Member for Fort Garry. 

M R .  L.  SHERMAN: I'd l i ke to ask the F i rst M i n ister, 
with the change in authority relative to the I n forma
t ion Serv ices B ranch and the vest ing of that authority 
in the Executive Counci l  Office, if  he can tel l  the 
com mittee what the role and the authority of the 
Execut ive Counci l  extends to in  terms of i nformation? 
D oes the Executive Counci l  or does an  officer in the 
Executive Council ,  M r. O'Connor or whomever, make 
the decision as to what is news and what i s  not news? 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: Mr. Premier. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: No, that responsib i l ity would sti l l  
b e  t h e  M i n ister's a s  t o  whether or  not they approved 
any part icu lar  I nformation Service release or  not. M i n
isters are req u i red to g ive approval , so that responsi
b i l ity sti l l  m ust u lt imately rest with  the M i n ister as to 
whether any g iven release is  issued at any t ime.  

M R .  L.  S H E R MAN: So that i n d iv idual  i tems of  com
m u nication o r  i nformation or  news emanat ing from 
the govern ment for d isse m inat ion to the pub l ic  of 
Man i toba d o  not or ig inate or  are not i n it iated by the  
officer i n  the Executive Counci l  Office who is  in  
charge of I nformation Services, i s  that correct? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Sometimes it does i n i t iate and 
then i t ' s  forwarded to the  M i n i ster for  the M i nister's 
approval ,  or the  M i n ister w i l l  contact I nformatio n  Ser
v ices to prepare a g iven release on the M i nister's 
behalf.  That's been the practice, I bel ieve, for 26 years 
and there's been no change in that practice. 
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M R .  L. S H E R MAN: I s  there any change i n  the  role of 
the  D i rector of I nformat ion  Serv ices, M r .  N or m  
Donogh,  where that f u nction of i dentify i n g  news a n d  
determi n i n g  news is concerned? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: No, there has been n o  change i n  
that .  

M R .  L.  S H E RMAN: So that Mr .  Donogh st i l l  has a 
function and a respons ib i l ity for s uggest ing to the 
government and to the var ious M i n istries w h at i s  tru ly 
of news value and what should be covered and d i s
semi n ated from a news and journal ist ic point of v iew 
and he participates i n  the deter m ination of t h at s u b
ject matter? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Yes, t here's been no c hange 
i nsofar as the g uidel ines that had been fol lowed. 
T h e re ' s  b e e n  no n ew d i re c t i v e s  or c h a n g es 
in  procedure. 
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M R .  L. SHERMAN: Thank you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Art h u r. 

M R .  J. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman, the F i rst M i n ister on  
February 26th through the  I nformation Services, which 
were u n der disc ussion ,  put out a press release stat ing 
that his government would co-operate cl osely with 
the beef producers to develop a reasonable provincial  
approach to assist i n  the stabi l iz ing of Man itoba':> 
l ivestock industry and that they would do so i n  t'1e 
absence of a federal beef stabi l ization program.  

In  view of  that  statement, M r. Chairman,  would the 
First M in ister n ot have been held i n  a l ittle better l ight  
at  this particular t ime with the beef producers and the 
farm com m u n ity if i n  fact prior to that ,  and possibly 
the F irst M i n ister can correct me if I 'm wron g ,  on 
N ovem ber 5th, which was prior to the election, that he  
was visit ing one of  his constituent's farms where i n  
fact 

HON. H. PAWLEY: No, it wasn't i n  my constituency, if  
I could j ust correct the honourable mem ber. 

MR. J .  DOWNEY: Maybe the press were i ncorrect, 
but it was at the farm of Walter Bodnarus in the area 
j ust north of the City of Winn ipeg, I bel ieve possib ly i n  
t h e  G i m l i  area - maybe n ot i n  h is constituency - but t h e  
n o w  Premier a t  that part icular t i m e  is q u oted i n  the 
Winnipeg Free Press as of November 5th by I ngeborg 
Boyens. Mr .  Pawley concl u ded these efforts by - and 
I ' l l  q uote from the Press article: " Pawley gave the 
farmers h i s  assurance that a n  NDP Government 
would come to their  aid q u ickly with an i ncome assu r
ance program simi lar  to Saskatchewan's. 'I don't 
mean by that, d ragging it i nto months and i nto years,' 
he said." 

Mr. Chairman, to further challenge the F:irst M i nister 
or  ask h i m  the q u estion of why he would come out 
with such mislead ing  statements to an i n dustry that 
he had given such assu rances 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Excuse me, j ust o n  a point of 
order, and I don't want to make it d i ff icult  for the 
member, but I d o  have to ask whether or  not th is  item 
would not be best left ti l l  M onday. I t h i n k  it's clearly 
out of order u nder I n formation Services. 

M R .  J. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman,  I ' m  referri n g  to a 
News Service item that was put out on February 26th 
by I n formation Services, an area which we are dis
cussing.  If the Premier is somewhat sensitive to this 
l i ne of d iscussion . 

HON. H. PAWLEY: N o, n ot at al l .  I j ust don't want 

MR. J. DOWNEY: . . . I could see why, because of the 
m isleadi n g  statements that the Premier is f inding 
h imself having made.  I won't take too m any m i nutes, 
M r. Chairman,  but I would l i ke  to have the Premier's 
response to his assurance to the beef industry. 

Aga in ,  Mr. Chairman, fol lowin g  on  the same l ine, h is 
M i n ister of Agriculture on January 8th i n  a report i n  
the B randon S u n  again i n dicated, a n d  th is was the 8th 
of J a n uary, that "the province wi l l  have to go ahead 
with its own program to aid beef producers if no fed-

eral plans are revealed i n  the next month to six 
weeks." T h is, M r. Chairman, to the Premier, again 
ind icates that therein the month of February would in 
fact have a support program.  

M r. Chairman,  I 'm wondering why the Premier  n ow 
to this point has not g iven i nstructions to h is M i n ister 
of Agriculture to get off the hang-up that he's h ad with 
th ree pr incip les of changing the operation of the beef 
cattle producers' operation by forcing them to feed 
out cattle, by forc ing them to market through a central 
marketing agency and sign up for six years. 

I would hope that in l ight  of the election promise 
and the election pledge that he  wasn't going to a l low it 
to d rag i nto months and years, that in l ight  of the facts 
that we're now looki ng  at, that's in fact happened, and 
he  h as broken the confidence that  he should have with 
the farm com m un ity, as the P remier h as admitted i n  
many o f  h is statements and speeches that agricu l ture 
is the back bone of the province. He has n ow broken 
that trust as the P rem ier and I th ink ,  Mr .  Chairman,  
that the farm com m u n ity deserves better than that. 

I would like the Premier's response, Mr .  C hairman,  
i n  l i g ht of the fact that he  was going to g ive i m med iate 
assistance to the beef i n dustry and in fact was elected 
by some beef p roducers in certain areas on  that 
pledge. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I want to ask the 
Mem ber for Arthur  whether or  not the f i rst I nformation 
Service release he  was reading from was my release or 
was it the Min ister of Agriculture's release? 

MR. J. DOWN EY: No, Mr. Chairman,  it  was February 
26th .  It was the Premier. I t's headed: "Strength i n  
Farm Programs Planned. Restrictions are Proposed 
on  A bsentee Owners." I t's deal ing with the Throne 
Speech and respect ing absentee ownership:  "Premier 
Pawley had n oted in February." Then we turn it over 
and we again refer to statements made by the Premier. 
It is specifical ly,  I wou ld say, a press release that is 
d irected from the Premier's Office because the Pre
mier  is q u oted in the press release. As wel l ,  Mr .  
Chairman,  respect ing absentee ownersh ip ,  "Premier 
Howard Pawley had noted, in a February 22nd speech 
to the dairy producers or  dairy association . . .  " You 
k n ow, it's a l l  referri ng  to statements made by the Pre
mier, so I would th ink ,  M r. Chairman,  that he woul d  
w a n t  to back u p  h i s  statement that he  m a d e  coming 
t h rough I nformation Services. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  the statement  
relates to the T h rone Speech and I m u st congratu late 
the Member for Arthu r  of h i s  stretch ing  the ru les i n  
some way t o  ensure that he  can discuss t h e  T h rone 
Speech i n  the reference to the Beef Stabi l ization Pro
g ram d ur ing the I nformation Services I tem in the 
Est imates of the Executive Counci l .  I don't m i nd d is
cuss ing it with the member, but  I ' m  wondering if the 
member woul d  concur with me it m i g ht be j ust more 
reasonable a n d  I 'm looking at the Mem ber for V i rden 
who is a pretty so l id  stick ler for  ru les, if  we wouldn't  be  
better to  dea l  w i th  it u nder the M i n ister's Salary. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Virden. 

MR. H.  GRAHAM: Seeing as how I was asked, Mr .  
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Chairman,  if  it  comes u n der a bu l let i n  from the I n for
mation Services, I th ink  it  should be d iscussed now. 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I am d isappoi nted. 
I had a lot of confidence that the Member for V i rden 
woul d  apply the ru les in this i nstance q uite objec
t ively. M r. Chairman,  I 'm prepared to respond if it's 
i ndeed your wish that I enter i nto d iscussion u nder 
th is  item. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I 'm wonderi ng  i f  it  could wait unt i l  
the M i n ister's Salary, then we could d iscuss it a l l  and  
have a w ide-rang ing d iscussion and we cou ld  move 
on  with the other a rt icles that are left in the Est imates. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Well ,  I appreciate the F i rst M i n is
ter's concern and I also respect h i s  request to the 
Mem ber for V i rden to make a ru l i ng  on it seei ng  as he's 
having d ifficu lty. - ( I nterject ion)-

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. Mr .  Pre m ier. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I wonder i f  I could 
he lp  the member out.  I don't want to break the ru les 
and on  the other hand I want to he lp the member so we 
can d iscuss th is  item. Maybe the i nformation release 
he's referr ing  to was my speech to the Da i ry Conven
tion rather than the T h rone Speech. 

MR. J .  DOWNEY: Well, Mr. Cha irman,  I 've g iven the 
date, I can . . .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: But i t  would state there i n  the 
I nformation Services Release whether i t 's  the Dairy 
Convention or the T h rone Speech. The date of the 
Da i ry Convention  apparently was released on  both ,  so 
I t h i n k  that I could respond to the q uest ion by the fact 
that it's i n  reference to the Da i ry Convention .  So I 
th ink  we can a l l  rest a l i ttle b i t  more content. 

I ' m  sat isf ied that the M i n ister of Agr iculture is do ing  
q u ite a satisfactory job  i n  what was com mitted dur ing  
the campai g n  i n  respect to the establ ishment of a Beef 
Stab i l izat ion P rogram. T he comm itment that i n deed 
we provided to Manitobans was very clear and I regret 
that it's not as clear as it shou ld  be to the M e m ber for 
Arthu r. T hat is the Member for Arthur's problem, M r. 
Chairman.  

The N ew Democratic Party was go ing to p u rsue 
pol ic ies to bring about prosperity to Manitoba farms 
and our com m itment was to sit down i m mediately 
with the beef producers of Manitoba. N ow, w i th in  a 
very early stage after the swear ing i n  N ovember 30th,  
the M i n ister of Agriculture d id  th is  very th ing .  H e  
com menced to meet w i t h  the beef producers i n  the 
Prov i nce of M a nitoba and to do what i ndeed was 
promised, to sit down with the l i vestock produ cers 
i mmed i ately after the elect ion to d iscuss and to 
i mplement the k i n d  of support program that w i l l  per
m it producers to cont inue production. 

I 'm readi n g  from a statement October 22nd. I 
bel ieve that the M i n i ster of Agriculture has l i ved u p  to 
that commitment and it's my u nderstandi ng from what 
I have been hear ing that i ndeed there is  some s ign i f i
cant progress u n der way. N ow, it's true that the M i n is
ter of Agricu lture has had to pick somet h i n g  up after 
many many m onths of neglect by the previous M i n is-

ter of Agricu ltu re d u ri n g  the previous Conservative 
adm i n istrat ion ,  but I t h i n k  u n der the c i rcumstances i n  
s i x  short m o nths he's made tremendous progress 
after what he's h ad to fol low. -( I nterject ion)-

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

MR. J .  DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman,  with a response l ike 
that I would t h i n k  that the P remier shou ld  take a cou
ple or  t h ree days to d o  a l itt le b i t  more research 
i n stead of j ust shoot ing off the shou lder l ike he  has 
and coming out with that k i n d  of i rresponsible state
ment,  because I t h i n k  that the farm comm u n ity is  
pass ing  judgment and we w i l l  cont inue ,  as the 
responsib i l ity of an O pposit ion ,  to point  out those 
areas where we t h i n k  i mprovements can be made. I 
would hope that the Premier would take the t ime u nt i l  
he  gets to h i s  Salary to reassess the  statement that 
he'd made and go over some of the earl ier statements 
as a F i rst M i n ister. 

One other area, Mr. Chairman - the Premier has 
answered some q uest ions dea l i ng with the Constitu
tion - this i s  one wh ich  is  again pretty much a concern 
of the farm com m u n ity and that's on the right of Can
ad ian  people or  r ights of M a nitobans to have the r ight  
to land ownersh ip .  I would ask i f  the Premier of Manit
oba's posit ion is  a long that l i n e  of the Federal Leader 
of the New Democrat ic Party who voted down the 
r ight to own property that was proposed by, I guess it 
was led by J. G.apl i n ,  Constitutional  Committee in the 
H ouse of Commons, when in fact there was an 
amendment to the C harter of R i g hts that in fact the 
Canadian people would have the r ight to own prop
erty entrenched i n  that B i l l  of R i ghts. I would l i ke  the 
Premier's response to that part icu lar  q uest ion .  In  fact, 
see ing he has answered on some of the . . .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: It 's not an item that I expect that I ' l l  
be requ i red to dea l  with d u ri n g  th is  f iscal year, i n  fact, 
dur ing  o u r  ter m .  I 'm not aware of any Constitut ional 
Conference contemplated to deal with that s u bject. I 
k now that when the previous Conservative Govern
ment was in office in M a nitoba, they opposed the 
i nsert ion  of that c lause and certa i n l y  we've had n o  
-( I nterject ion)- well, yes, which would have inc luded 
that clause. - ( I nterject ion)- Mr.  Cha i rman,  you 
can't have i t  both ways. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: Order. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The Leader of the O pposit ion h as 
i n terjected about oppos ing  the whole c lause but what 
the former M i n ister of Agr icu lt u re is t ry ing  to is to f i nd  
out i f  we wou l d  support t h is property r ight  p rovis ion.  I 
said that the previous government o pposed that. The 
Leader of the O p posit ion is  correct, they o pposed a 
C harter total ly. So the members can't have it both 
ways; either they oppose all entrenched r ights or they 
can't suddenly pu l l  out property r ights and attem pt to 
champion the need for property r ights i n  the Constitu
tion. - ( I nterject ion)-

M R .  CHAIRMAN: O rder. 
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M R .  J. DOWNEY: I want to m ake it very clear. I, as 
well, was in the same posit ion to oppose the very 
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principle of entrench i n g  a C harter of R ig hts in o u r  
Constitution .  U n der t h e  previous Conservative Gov
ern ment in  the Province of Manitoba there was the 
confiden ce of the people in the common law system i n  
this country a n d  t h e  bel ief that w e  had t h rough o u r  
l e g i s lat ive p rotect io n ,  t h e  r i g h t  to o w n e rs h i p  
-( Interjection)- Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, when we are 
deal ing in  the Provi nce of Manitoba, the Min ister of 
Agriculture -( Interjection)-

M R .  CHAIRMAN: O rder. I th ink  we are  way off tr.e 
Estimates at this point. I k now it's off, so 

MR. J .  DOWNEY: I f  the F i rst M in ister is somewhat a 
little touchy about talk ing about ownership  and that 
type of th ing ,  I'm prepared to pass the particu lar  sec
t ion and deal with it u nder h is  Salary. Possi bly, he wi l l  
at  that particu lar  t ime te l l  us what h is  position is o n  the 
ownersh ip  of land i n  the Provi nce of M a nitoba as i t  
relates to the r ight to own property. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I t's clearly out of o rder u n der th is  
section ,  M r. Chairman.  

H O N .  S.  LYON: On that point, Mr. Chairman,  I d idn't  
i nsert the explanatory notes, but u nder I n formation 
Services if one is able to and wants to read it, it  says, 
"provides Manitobans with a k nowledge of govern
ment programs." The member in q uest ion is asking 
about a govern ment program.  

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  cou l d  I m aybe 
respond to the Leader of the O pposition? I t's not a 
government program. 

HON. S.  LYON: We are well aware that private prop
erty is not a gover n ment program.  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I t  wasn't a govern ment  program 
d u ri n g  the previous Conservative administration to 
advocate this particu lar  provision .  I ,  frank ly, have not 
spent any time in looking at the pros and cons of th is  
part icu lar  issue and I don't feel the compel l i ng  need, 
when we have many other much  m o re compel l i ng  
concerns at  th is  point, for  me to s i t  down and to spend 
h o u rs examin ing  the worth or  not of the constitution
a l ity of the proposed provision that the M e m ber  for 
A rthur  would suggest. 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  2 . ( a ) -pass;  2 . ( b ) -pass;  2 . ( c )  
Acqu isition/Construction-pass. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Chairman,  under  (b ) ,  what is rec
overable from Canada? What woul d  that arise from,  
$57,300? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman, half of the Citizens 
I nq u i ry Service and I gather this has been a contin u
i n g  recovery, year by year .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 2. (b) -pass. 
Reso lut ion No. 6. Resolved that there be g ranted to 

Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $622,000 for Execu
tive Counci l  for I nformation Services for the fiscal 
year ending the 3 1 st day of March,  1 983-pass. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: That moves us on to No .  3., Adver
tising Audit Office. 3. (a) Salaries. 

The Leader of the O pposit ion. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr.  Chairman, could the Fi rst M in is
ter tel l us who are the mem bers of the Advertis ing 
Audit  Com m ittee and who is the cha i rman of that 
g roup? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  Dan O'Con nor, Al lan Cohen, 
Marguerite S i mons and i n  each case where it flows 
from a department, a departmental representative. 

HON. S. LYON: I take it then that M r. . 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. O'Connor is the Chairperson .  

H O N .  S. LYON: Mr.  O'Conn o r  i s  the Chairman.  M r. 
Chairman, this is the same M r. Dan O'Con nor who is 
the Commun ications and Co-ordinations Secretary 
for the Premier to whom the I nformation Services 
B ra nch of government now reports and Mr. O'Con nor, 
you're tel l i ng  us, is also the Chairman of the govern
ment's Advertising Audit Committee? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Chairman,  does the First Min ister 
n ot feel that this represents a col lection of tremend
ous power in the hands of one polit ical ly appointed 
b ureaucrat, who is there because of h is  pol it ical affi l i 
ations, to do the audit job as wel l  as to have the I n fo r
m ation Services report to h i m ?  Does the First Min ister 
not feel that there is some danger of political propa
ganda seeping not o n ly from I nformation Services, 
but i nto the Audit B ranch as wel l?  

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: Maybe I should po int  out to the 
Leader of the O pposition that M r. O'Connor replaced 
Don Leitch ,  who was a P .C.  appointment also i n  
charge of pol icy co-ordinat ion.  

HON. S. LYON: He was in charge of pol icy co
ordination. He was not a communications man ;  he is 
an economist. 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: B ut he was a P rogressive Conser
vative appointment to chair  th is  part icu lar comm ittee. 
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H O N .  S.  LYON: Of course, yes he d id ,  but he d i d  n ot 
have the I nformation Services. He was not the p ropa
ganda Czar that this Min ister has created out of Mr .  
O'Connor .  Could my honourable fr iend,  Mr .  Chair
man,  the F i rst M i n ister, tel l  us why he is creat ing this 
propaganda Czardo m  i n  Manitoba? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman, the Leader of the 
O pposition h ad answered the q uest ion about 30 o r  45 
m i nutes ago.  H e  recognized and I recognized the 
competency of M r. O'Con nor and he  does assi g n
ments very effectively; No.  2, I would l ike to stress to 
the Leader of the O pposition th is government does 
p lace com m u nications in a priority role. 

HON. S.  LYON: O bviously, Mr. Chairman,  and th is 
government has p laced com m u n i cations and Adver-



t is ing  Audit  i n  a completely partisan posit ion and this 
i s  certai n ly a new breakthrough  even for a socia l ist 
government i n  Manitoba. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Chairman,  I mentioned before 
that the former Chairman of th is  committee was Don 
Leitch .  From a l l  reports that I h ave, he was a l oyal 
P ro g ress ive Conservati ve appoi ntment.  I f i n d  it 
somewhat amaz ing  that the Leader of the O pposit ion 
would suggest, some way or  other, i t  is now m uch 
more pol it ical because M r. O'Connor rather than M r. 
Leitch is the Cha i rman of th is  comm ittee. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: Mr. Cha i rman ,  i f  my honourable 
fr iend can't see the relat ionsh ip  between one person 
having control over the I nformation Services of gov
ern ment which is supposed to be generat ing  the hard 
facts a n d  the same person hav ing control over the 
advert is ing of government wh ich  can tend to be a 
propaganda role for gover nment, then my honourable 
fr iend perhaps needs some lessons from some of h is  
left w ing  friends as to how th is  is done i n  other j uris
d ictions because this is precisely the way it's done. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  the Leader of the 
O pposit ion m u st have forgotten that a member of the 
original advert is i ng  committee was M r. J i m  Armit  and 
I bel ieve I ment ioned Mr.  J i m  Armit's role in the pre
vious Conservative adm i nistrat ion in Manitoba. I seem 
to recollect he  was i n  charge of com m u n i cations i n  
the - ( I nterjection)- excuse me, i f  I could j ust com
plete my remarks - office of the former Premier, Ste
rl i n g  Lyon ,  in the Provi nce of Manitoba. 

HON. S.  LYON: N o  p roblem at a l l ,  he d i d n 't have the 
I nformation Services. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: J ust a moment, I want to j ust 
f in ish . . .  

HON. S. LYON: You're f in ished, a l l  r ight. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Designated as media secretary at 
a salary of $37,287, j ust by way of in format ion ,  noth ing  
beyond that. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Chairman,  can we go back to 
square one? I s  M r. O'Connerthe  same O'Con nor who 
has I nformation Services report ing to h i m  now, the 
same Mr.  O'Connor who for the  f i rst t ime in the h istory 
of th is  p rovi nce has been put in charge as a pol i tical 
appointee of I nformat ion Services? I s  this the same 
man who is  now cha i r ing  the Advert is ing Audit Ser
vice? That's a very s imple q uestion.  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Chairman,  the M i n ister, which 
is  namely myself, assu mes fu l l  respons ib i l ity as M i n is
ter for I nformation Services, not Mr. O'Con nor. 

HON. S.  LYON: We k now who's r u n n i n g  it ,  Mr. 
Cha irman.  Would  you g ive us,  M r. Cha irman,  the 
second n ame, I bel ieve, was M r. Al lan Cohen? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  A l len Cohen,  that i s  correct. 

HON. S. LYON: What is  the desig n at ion of that per-

son? Is he  a pol it ical or Civ i l  Service appointment and 
what salary is  he at? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The M i n i ster is here. He is a career 
c iv i l  servant. 

HON. S.  LYON: From what department? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: The Leader of the O pposit ion 
m i g ht be i nterested in k n owin g  that Mr .  Al lan Cohen 
served throughout the Conservative ad m i n i strat ion i n  
t h e  Department o f  Agricu l ture a n d  has served a s  a 
career c iv i l  servant dur ing  that t i me. He now serves as 
a career c iv i l  servant i n  the Department of C u ltural 
Affairs. 

HON. S.  LYON: And the other members, Mr. Cha i r
man,  please? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Marguerite S imons. 

HON. S.  LYON: S he's the professional  who's been 
there for a long period of t i me? And who else? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Then a representative from the 
Department,  depend i n g  u pon the Department that's 
interested in the advert is ing .  

HON. S.  LYON:  The Department of Economic Devel
opment and Tour ism is  one of the big spenders, M r. 
Chairman,  of advert is in g  dollars. Could the F irst Min
ister, M r. Cha irman,  advise who is  the c ustomary 
representative of that department on the Advert is in g  
Audit  Committee? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: The Deputy M i n ister a n d  also, I 
am advised, the Assistant Deputy M i n isters i n  other 
depart ments, some depa rtments,  have been the 
representatives. So, it  would be the Deputy M i n ister of 
Econom i c  Development and Tour ism. 

HON. S. LYON: Can the F irst M i n ister tel l  us  i f  adver
t is ing contracts, take for example with the Depart
ment of Economic Development and Tourism, are 
they bei n g  al lotted n ow on a tender basis or  on a basis 
whereby d ifferent advert is ing agencies are asked to 
present proposals for the advert is ing p rogram for the 
year or what i s  the basis? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I t's done on  the basis of proposals 
bei ng  submitted and I u nderstand it's a standard 
procedu re that has been fol lowed for some t ime. 
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HON. S. LYON: S ince the change of government, 
have there been any advert is in g  agencies that had 
contracts, that had those contracts taken away from 
them by the Advert is ing Audit  Committee? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: T here are no contracts as such.  I n  
some situations, new agencies have been appointed. 

HON. S.  LYON: Could we f ind  out wh ich  agency's 
services were terminated by the government and what 
agency succeeded and i n  the various departments 



and the size of the contracts that were g iven to them. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Cha i rman.  I h ave got the 
agencies that have been appointed so far.  Maybe, the 
Leader of the O pposit ion would l i ke to h ave me l ist 
those agencies? 

HON. S.  LYON: Yes, and we wou ld also l i ke to have 
the ones that were termi n ated and the ones su bsti
tuted therefor. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: You k now, f i rst, the Leader of the 
O pposit ion would be i nterested to k now that Foster 
Advertis ing  L i m ited has been appoi nted to do Desti
nat ion Manitoba and Manitoba L iquor Control Com
mission.  I m i g ht get i nto some trouble with some of my 
col leagues here. Foster Agencies. 

HON. S. LYON: That's a wel l -known national agency, 
Mr. Chairman.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. S. LYON: I encourage the F i rst M i n ister to carry 
on to see if he can mainta in  the same level of compe
tence as he did with the f i rst announcement. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Except, I hope they do a better job 
for us  than they d id  for the Conservative Party i n  the 
last elect ion.  Gordon H i l l  Advertis ing;  McConnel l ,  
that's for Natu ral Resources; Gordon Hi l l  Advert is ing 
(Western) Ltd. 

HON. S. LYON: And that's replacing whom? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I don't k now. Does i t  replace 
anybody? No. I u n derstand that these are awarded o n  
t h e  basis o f  contracts wh ich  I u nderstand has been -
it's fol lowing the same tradit ional  manner of assign
ment and work bein g  g iven. McConnel l  Advert is ing 
Ltd. ,  Labour  and Manpower and H i re a Student; 
M c K i m  Advertis ing  Ltd . ,  that's Manitoba C rop I nsu
rance and M a nitoba Publ ic I nsurance Corporation; 
M .H .G .  Advert is ing Ltd. ,  Manitoba Telephone System. 

HON. S. LYON: M . H . G .  Advert is i ng  Ltd. T hat's not a 
nat ional  company that I 've ever heard of. McKim,  Fos
ter, we k now those n ames. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M u l ler H i rayama and G raves. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M u l ler H i rayama and G raves. 

HON. S.  LYON: Is that a Manitoba company? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Manito ba company. I t's a national 
company and it's based in Manitoba. T hat was the 
Mani to ba Telephone System .  T he Palmer J arvis 
L i m ited, Agriculture Market ing and Manitoba Pub l ic 
I n s u rance. They have some part of the Mani toba P u b
l i c  I nsurance, Palmer J arvis  L i m ited. Next is Paul  Phe
lan and Perry L i mited, Educat ion and Com m u n ity Col
leges; R . K.W. Advert is ing ,  Consu mer and Corporate 
Affairs Rent Regulat ion.  I don't know what R . K.W. is,  

3 June, 1 982 

but maybe the Leader of the O pposit ion does. West
c o m  C o m m u n i c at i o n s  L t d . ,  T ravel  M a n it o b a ;  
-( Interject ion)- Credo, n o .  Credo's n o t  here. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. 

HON. S.  LYON: Mr.  Chairman,  I thank the F irst M i n is
ter for that i nformat ion .  Could he  also obta i n  for us  - if 
he doesn't have i t  now, it's u n derstandable. We can 
get it  when the committee next meets - the n ames of 
the companies that were carry ing  contracts with the 
govern ment and the departments and/or Crown cor
porat ions to which they were attached who were ter
m inated when the government changed on N ovem ber 
30, 1 98 1 ?  

HON. H. PAWLEY: There were no termi n at ions.  We 
can provide the l ist. T here have been no term i nations,  
u n l ike the 1 978 situation. 

HON. S. LYON: If  there were no term i n at ions,  t hen 
are we say ing that contracts ran out and there was no 
need to termi nate or  what was the s ituat ion,  because 
obviously there were new appointments made? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I t  i s  a n  ongoing process and the 
new appoi ntments were made. We can provide the l ist 
for last year. 

HON. S.  LYON: Yes, that woul d  be desirable. And the 
same l ist, could i t  be provided, M r. Chairman,  I heard 
the name M P I C  mentioned a couple of t imes, could we 
have the same l isti n g  of who formerly had the con
tracts for, by way of example, Manitoba Hydro, and 
who presently has the contract for  Manitoba Hydro, 
who formerly h ad the contract for Mani to ba Tele
phone System and on and on? 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. T here obviously w i l l  be some 
changes because th is  is bei ng  submitted o n  the basis 
of who presents the best presentation .  So, I trust that 
it 's not the same, ident ically, as last year. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(a) - the Member  for Fort Garry. 

MR. l. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman,  I'd l i ke to ask the 
F i rst M i n i ster about the advert is in g  media buyin g  
service. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Excuse me, I d i dn't get that. 

M R .  L S H E R MAN: I woul d  l i ke  to ask the M i n ister a 
q uesti o n  about the advert is ing media buy ing service, 
Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate that the agencies wh ich  he 
has j ust e n u m erated are h i red on  the basis of presen
tations that they make and contracts are struck with 
them for creative and product ion ,  but  the buy ing ser
v ice is done t h rough the Advert is ing Audit  Office. I 
would l i ke  to ask h i m  whether the Audit  Office pro
v ides a complete advert is ing med i a  buy ing service or 
whether some media p urchases are made through the 
advert is ing agencies,  which he  has j u st e n u merated? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I t's complete. 

M R .  L S H E RMAN: All media buyi ng  is  done throug h  
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the Aud i t  Office as h as been the case for some years i n  
t h e  prov ince, i s  that correct? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That is my i n formation.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: T hat's 3 . (a ) -pass; 3 . ( b) Other 
Expenditures-pass; 3. (c) Publ ic  Sector Advert is i ng
pass. 

HON. S. l YON: There's an i ncrease, M r. Chairman,  of 
$1  m i l l i o n  there. Can we have some explanation of 
that? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: I t h i n k  I shou ld  point  out to the 
Leader of the O pposit ion that a suggest ion that 
there's a n  increase of $1  m i l l ion  is m isleadi ng because 
the f igure for last year does not i nclude $683,000 of 
advert i s i n g ,  w h i c h  was budgeted by i n d iv i d ua l  
departments and agencies in  1 981 -82, that was not 
reflected in the pr i nted Est imates. The actual f igure 
for 1 98 1 -82 was therefore $2,983,000.00. The increase 
in actual  p lanned spend ing  therefore is o n ly 8.3 per
cent, which  I t h i n k  would be reflected by i ncreased 
rates. I n  fact, the rates have gone up m o re than 8.3 
percent. I t's a decrease in spend i n g  th is  year over last 
year because, u nfortunately, last year the Est i mates 
d id  not reflect the total advert is i ng  needs and as I 
mentioned ,  there was a Special Warrant for $683,000 
to cover - ( I nterject ion)- yes, the previous a d m i n
strat ion's advert is ing wasn't i nc luded i n  the pr inted 
Esti m ates. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order. 

HON. S.  LYON: The i ncrease, Mr .  Chairman,  that is 
bein g  cal led for then, accord i n g  to the f igures j ust 
g iven by the F irst M i n ister, i s  in the order of about 
$300,000 or 8 percent or  1 0  percent, whatever he  says. 
Could we have a general breakdown as to how that 
$3,230,900 is to be a l located? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I u nderstan d  that so far we have 
o n ly spent $200,000 of that .  These are the a l locati ons. 
I t's rather lengthy. 

HON. S.  LYON: I t h i n k  i f  they could d istr i buted that 
would satisfy the p urpose a n d  then they can be 
inc lu ded as part of the Hansard, Mr .  Chairman.  Q u ite 
satisfactory to me to save the F irst M i n i ster's voice. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3. (c) -pass. 

HON. S.  LYON: No, Mr. Chairman.  With i n  that a l loca
t ion ,  I presume that one of the  items that would be 
budgeted for was the i n sert, the very col o u rfu l ,  attrac
t ive i n sert that each of us i n  M a nitoba received last 
Satu rday, I bel i eve it was, from the Department of 
Economic  Development and Tour ism, that i s  every
one who received the W i n n i peg Free P ress. I don't 
k n ow i f  it  was also a n  i nsert in the W i n n i peg Sun or  
not .  I th ink  the c i rcu lat ion  of  the W i n n i peg Free Press 
is what 1 00-some-odd-thousand now, 200-and-some
odd-thousand? The point  is,  I am n ot crit icizin g  the 
content of the i nsert. I t  was an advert is ing p iece tout
i n g  Man itoba as a h o l i day place. I agreed with the 
thrust of it  and so on, but what I'd l ike to k now is, w h at 

was the cost of that one i nsert alone? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: We can o bta in  that i nformat ion .  
The M i n ister responsible usua l ly  provides the order to  
the Advert is ing  Aud i t  Department and answers i n sofar 
as the expend iture is  concerned, but I th ink  we can get 
that i nformat ion.  As the Leader of the O pposit ion 
k n ows, these sums are ful ly recoverable from the 
department i n volved. 

HON. S.  LYON: Oh, I real ize that.  I am j ust try ing  to 
get some idea. As I say, I 'm not f i nd ing  fau l t  with the 
n at u re of the advert is ing .  I t's tourist advert is ing wh ich  
I t h i n k  a l l  governments support. I t  wou ld  be  of  i nterest 
to know however, and I th ink  the taxpayers would 
want to k now, out of th is  s u m  of $3,230,000, what 
amount of that would be eaten u p  just by that one 
i n sert in  the da i ly  papers? The Free Press advert is ing 
rates h ave gone u p  and a m u lti-colo u r  i n sert done on  
sh iny  paper l ike that is not  an i nexpensive item 
accordi n g  to the experts. 

H O N .  H.  PAWLEY: We wi l l  get that i nformat ion .  I t's 
certain ly  budgeted for with in  this total f igure though .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for  Pembina. 

M R .  D. ORCHARD: Thank you,  Mr .  Cha irman.  I n  the 
Est imate l ine of $3,230,900, does that i nc lude a l l  of the 
advert is ing bu.dgeted by the various departments, 
Tourism as a n  exam ple, etc.? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: Yes, and the Crown corporat ions 
in addit ion to the departments. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: So that MTS, M a nitoba Hydro, 
M P I C ,  those advert is ing budgets are with i n  the $3.25 
m i l l ion? 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: I n  the sheet that we'l l  d istr ibute,  
we wi l l  demonstrate the a l locat ion to each department 
and Crown corporat ion .  

M R .  D. O RCHARD: M r. Chairman,  to the Premier,  
does my memory serve me correct in that last year i n  
the w ind  down days o f  the Sess ion ,  d o  I recal l  some 
rather severe cr it ic ism by the F irst M i n ister, who was 
then Leader of the O pposit ion and a n u m ber  of h i s  
col leagues, about the extravagance of o u r  a d m i n istra
t ion i n  terms of advert is ing and do ing needless 
advert is ing? 

HON. H.  PAWLEY: No,  what you heard as I can recal l 
was a sharp d isagreement with the n at u re of the "Stay 
i n  M a nitoba" ads that were bein g  r u n  by the Depart
ment of Economic Development. 

M R .  D. ORCHARD: Then, there was some crit icism 
about the amount of money we were spend ing .  N ot 
the amount of money, j ust the n at u re of the ad? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: The amount of the m oney that was 
being spent for that type of ad, yes. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: Would it be fair  to say that we can 
expect some crit ic ism from your col leagu es in the 
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Treasury Bench for now not on ly spen d i ng what we 
spent last year - I t h i n k  the f i g u re of $683,000 in Spe
cial Warrant or  S up-Supply that you've i n d icated -
you've not on ly budgeted for that, but you've added 
$300,000 on  top of it .  What sort of an object ionable 
advert is ing campaign do you expect to be able to put 
out to Manitobans with that? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: T h e  M e m be r  for P e m b i n a  
obviously d id n't hear my rem arks earl ier. One is  tha� 
the i ncrease is  less than the cost i ncrease. So that by 
way of constant dol lar, we are looki n g  at an actual 
decrease from last year. 

Secondly,  i n sofar as the c rit ic ism of advert is ing ,  we 
have always made it very clear that we h ave no d is
agreement with i nformational  advert is ing,  advert is ing 
that is designed in order to provide i n formation to 
Manitobans. I th ink  that's very i mportant that advertis
i ng be used for that purpose. What I sharply d isagreed 
with and I bel ieve most of my col leagues, I 'm s u re a l l  
my col leagues, was the k i n d  of pol it ical advert is in g  
that took place i n  respect t o  those "Stay i n  Manitoba" 
ads. 

MR. D.  ORCHARD: Then, from that statement,  we 
can go home toni g ht and sleep peaceful ly and without 
worry that th is  new adm i n istrat ion is u ndertak ing any 
sort of a pol it ical advert is ing campa ign ,  shall we say? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I woul d  expect the Members of the 
O pposit ion to d o  thei r duty and i f  they sense that 
some advert is ing  is  less i nformational than it should 
be that they would point i t  out to the government as we 
did when  we were in  O ppos i t ion  to the  then 
govern ment. 

M R .  D.  ORCHARD: Then, I take i t  that s i nce you were 
so h ig h ly crit ical of that style of advert is ing,  that 
should we make those crit ic isms legit imately, you 
would i mmed i ately withdraw that kind of advert is ing .  
I s  that correct? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Cha irman,  that d i dn't h appen 
with the previous g overn ment. O bv iously, they d i dn't 
agree with our cr it ic isms at the t ime and carried on  
and i nc reased, i n  fact, a Special  Warrant - not  a l l  was 
for that obviously - but there was a Special Vv'arrant 
that was passed d u ri n g  the 1 98 1 -82 fiscal year. 

I would have to say to the Member for Pem bina that 
each i nd iv idua l  M i n ister does take respons ib i l ity 
i nsofar as the advert is ing in that Min ister's Department. 

MR. D.  ORCHARD: But in l ight  of the crit ic ism that 
you levelled, you certai n ly would be very sensitive to 
any crit ic ism we m i g ht level to you about pol it ical 
advert is ing,  because I have no doubt in the fond recol
lect ions I have of the latter term of the Schreyer 
adm i n istrat ion ,  some very pol it ical advert is ing ,  and 
th is  F i rst M i n ister i s  now tel l i n g  us that  he  certa i n ly 
wou l d  not u ndertake any k i n d  of pol i tical ly tainted 
advert is ing as he  cr it ic ized us  for doing ;  he  would not 
repeat that very same m i stake. I hope I can get that 
assurance . . .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: We're having d i ff icu lty hearing u p  
here s o  I ' m  s u re Hansard is having d i ff iculty recording 

as wel l .  

M R .  D.  ORCHARD: Wel l ,  the Prem ier says he  was 
h ig h ly crit ical of o u r  advert is ing because it was pol it i
cal in his v iew, and we wou l d  hope that he  doesn't do 
that, and i f  he were to start a pol it ical advert is ing 
campaign that  was d rawn to h i s  attention ,  he  would 
withdraw it because he  objected to i t  so strenuously 
when he  was Leader of the O pposit ion.  Mr .  Cha irman,  
the government can't get  that k ind of assu rance out of  
the Premier. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr.  Cha irman,  I have a l ready 
answered the q uest ion .  I don't l i ke the process of j ust 
repetit iously answeri ng  repetit ious q uestions. 

M R .  D.  ORCHARD: Mr.  Chairman,  I 'm sorry, but I 
d idn 't hear the F irst M i n ister i n d icate that he would 
not undertake pol it ical advert is ing .  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: M r. Cha irman,  what I i n d i cated is  
that the ads  that were r u n  last year were not  of an 
i nformational nature. I have n o  d isagreement with ads 
that are i nformat ional  i n  nature. The particu lar  ads 
that I take except ion to were ads that had no i nforma
tional nat u re whatsoever. N ow, it's go ing to be a q ues
t ion of the judg ment of opposit ion members as wel l  as 
government members i n  the future as to whether the 
ads at  any g iven t ime are i nformational  or not .  I t  seems 
to me the Member  for Pemb ina  is deal i n g  with a very 
hypothetical situation rather than a factual s ituation .  

M R .  D.  ORCHARD: We sha l l  see. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the O pposit ion .  

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  any case notwith
stand ing the protestat ions of angu ish  by the F i rst M i n 
ister and s o m e  of h is col leagues around  the Table 
about the Special Warrant for $600,000 that had to be 
passed to cover advert is ing  that related to i n dustr ial  
benefits and other matters of that n ature last s u mmer, 
we can take it from these f igures that amount of 
$600,000 has been very n icely folded i nto the total 
Budget that is bei ng  voted th is  year, wh ich  is $300,000 
more than was spent last year. So my honourable 
fr iend's o bject ion has been total ly with respect to the 
k ind of ads,  certa i n ly not with respect to the expendi
t u re of  the $600,000, because he 's  go ing to spend that 
and more. Is that not the case? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Chai rman,  my d isagreement 
was with the Leader of the O p posit ion's comments 
when he f i rst asked a q uesti o n  suggest ing  t hat we 
were spen d i n g  $1 m i l l i o n  m o re in advert is ing th is  year 
than the previous Conservative adm i n istrat ion ,  which 
is  fal lacious, because we had to Special Warrant 
$683,000 . . .  

HON. S. LYON: Why d i dn't you footnote it? 
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HON. H. PAWLEY: . . .  that was expended dur ing  the i r  
term i n  govern ment that  was not covered for  i n  pr inted 
Esti mates. 

H O N .  S.  LYON: There's noth ing  h idden in that.  A l l  



you have to do if you want to make the Esti mates more 
u nderstandable, Mr.  Cha irman,  s u rely the F irst M in is
ter should·  know, is make a footnote of that. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  then the Leader of 
the O pposit ion should be more carefu l in the fram i ng 
of h is q uest ions.  R ather than ass u m i n g  that th is  g ov
ernment is spend ing  $1 m i l l ion  more than the previous 
govern ment 

HON. S. LYON: And that's what i t  says. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: . . . he m i g ht have f i rst wanted to 
check  the Special Warrants that had to be obtained i n  
order t o  cover expend i tures b y  h is govern ment that 
weren't i nc luded i n  thei r pr inted Est imates. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Chairman,  we thank the F i rst M i n
ister for h i s  explanation of the d i fference i n  the f igures 
of 2 m i l l i o n  3 to 3 m i l l i o n  2. He's tryi ng  to make some 
j uven i le  point about that bei ng  covered by Specia l  
Warrant. That's f ine,  he can get h is  jo l l ies out of that; 
we're aware of the point. 

My s u b m ission very s i mply is  th is:  that h is  protesta
t ions of angu ish  when he was in O pposit ion about 
extra money being spent, $600,000 or  whatever being  
spent on  advert is i ng ,  lasted about  as  long as  it took 
h i m  to be sworn i nto office, because he's voting  that 
$600,000 a n d  a nother $300,000 over and above it ,  so 
we know someth i n g  about the s incerity of those pro
testations now. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Mr. Chairman,  I don't whether it's 
real ly worthwhi le  respond ing to that. There were no 
protestat ions. All I wanted to do was get the record 
stra ight  so that a l l  m e mbers would k now that th is  
govern ment is  not spend ing  $1  m i l l i o n  more than  the 
previous government because the previous govern
ment h ad overspent beyon d  its pr inted Est i mates. 

HON. S.  LYON: You're on ly spend ing  300,000. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: It's q u ite clear. Mr. Chairman,  I 
regret the Leader of the O pposit ion appears to be very 
sensit ive to th is  point ,  but I ' m  j ust try ing  to provide the 
Leader of the O pposit ion with correct facts in su bst i
tut ion for a n  erroneous premi se that the Leader of the 
O ppost ion had been work i n g  on. 

HON. S.  LYON: M r. Cha irman,  I appreciate the 
explanat ion and I suggest that even some of h i s  col
leagues m i g ht even u nderstand it .  Thank you.  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: That's 3 . (c)-pass. 
The Member for Fort G arry. 

MR. L S H ERMAN: M r. Chairman,  the 

HON. H. PAWLEY: It 's not Ch i le  yet, Sterl i ng .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: O rder, order, order, order. 
The Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. L.  S H E R MAN: Thank you, Mr .  Chairman.  I ' m  
sorry the M i n ister o f  N atural Resources feels that I ' m  
keepi n g  h i m  u p  late, b u t  I t h i n k  t h e  M i n i ster woul d  
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recall with me some Estimate sessions dur ing  the 
period of the previous New Democratic adm i n istra
t ion  in which he was a M i n ister when sessions of th is  
k i n d  often went on t i l l  m uch later than th is  hour. 

It 's not my i ntention to prolong the comm ittee sit
t ing  ton ig ht, Mr.  Chairman,  but I 'd  want to ask one 
question or two i n  th is  particu lar  area. The pu bl ic 
sector advert is ing  area is  an area in which the adver
t is ing media buy ing service plays a very central role 
and I wou ld l ike to ask the F i rst M i n i ster whether M r. 
O'Connor as Chairman of the Advert is ing Audit  
Committee m akes the decisions or plays any role i n  
t h e  decis ions with respect t o  the media that i s  t o  be 
p u rchased for advert is ing coming u nder t h is l i ne  of 
the appropriation .  

H O N .  H.  PAWLEY: The M i n isters make the f ina l  
decis ion.  

M R .  L S H E R MAN: I beg your pardon? Sorry, Mr .  
Chairman,  I d i d n't hear the answer. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder. We're h av ing  d i ff icu lty hear
i n g  the comments aro u n d  the table, so we have to 
h ave some order. 

M r. Pre m ier. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The M i n isters of the departments 
make the final decis ion.  

M R .  L.  SHERMAN: M r. Chairman,  when the F i rst M i n 
ister says the M i n isters of t h e  departments make the 
f inal decis ion,  the M i n i sters of the departments m ake 
the f inal decis ion o n  the basis of recom mendations 
f r o m  t h e  C h a i r m a n  of the A d v e rt i s i n g  A u d i t  
Com mittee? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I t's my u n derstand i n g  that Mar
guerite S i mons has the staff role i n  p lann ing the media 
by,  i f  that's what the Member for Fort Garry wants to 
e l icit by way of i nformation. 

M R .  L SHERMAN: Wel l ,  actual ly ,  M r. Cha irman,  that 
was go ing to be my next q uest ion as to j ust p recisely 
what does M rs. S i mons do? M rs.  S imons is supposed 
to be the pr inc ipa l  who m akes the media buy ing  choi
ces. I f  the Cha irman of the Advert is ing Aud i t  Commit
tee is m a k i ng those cho ices, and I ' m  not concerned 
that i t  i s  Mr .  O'Connor; that doesn't bother me,  but 
w hoever the Cha i rman of the Advert is ing Audit Com
m i ttee is, i f  that person is  making those media buying 
p u rchases, then what i s  M rs.  S imons doing? 

H O N .  H .  PAWLEY: N o, i t 's  my u nderstand ing  that it  i s  
Marguerite S i mons that i s  mak ing that decis ion ,  not  
the Cha i rman of the Committee. 

M R .  L.  SHERMAN: What role does the Cha irman of 
the Advert is in g  Audit  Committee have in mak ing  the 
determinations on  medi a  p u rchases? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: The comm i ttee reviews it, advises 
Marg uerite S i mons and she m akes the f ina l  decis ion .  
The Chairman,  as a member  of the Committee, woul d  
be partici pat ing i n  that advisory role. 
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M R .  L .  S H E R M A N :  But t h e n  w o u l d  the centra l  
decis ion-making a uthority rest w i th  the Advert is ing 
Aud i t  Committee Chairman or with the D i rector of  the 
Advert is ing Audit  B u reau, which is  M rs. S i mons? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: With Marg uerite S im ons. Appar
ently the Committee doesn't even see the final plan i n  
many cases. 

M R .  L. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman,  the F i rst M i n ister 
has said that he  w i l l  be d istri but in g  a sheet that "' i l l  
show t h e  al location of advert is ing p u rchases by 

HON. H. PAWLEY: That's correct. 

MR. L. S H E R MAN: Would it be possi ble for the F irst 
M i n i ster to i nc lude i n  that i nformation the al l ocat ions 
by media,  at least by pr int or  electronic and,  i f  possi
ble, by i n d iv idual  media? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: No, we can't. O n ly $200,000 has 
been spent and the rest i s  j ust a g uesst i mate. We've 
only spent $200,000 so far; at th is  rate we won't be 
spend ing  the est i mate. 

M R .  L. S H E R MAN: What the M i n ister is say ing  is the 
determi nation  as to where and h ow that addit ional  $3 
m i l l i o n  w i l l  be spent h as not been made. I s  that 
correct? 

H O N .  H. PAWLEY: N o, it  w i l l  be dealt with on a case
by-case basis and as I ment ioned o n ly $200,000 h as 
been spent so far. We may be s hort, I don't k now, of 
spen d i ng that money. 

MR. L. S H E R MAN: Mr. Cha irman,  i n  the l i ke l ihood 
that the present government w i l l  sti l l  be the govern
ment a year from now, which is  a d istinc.t poss ib i l ity, 
would the M i n ister throug h  his Chairman of the 
Advert is ing Audit  Com mittee u ndertake to keep track 
of the a l locat ion of advert is ing dol lars by med i a, 
because I ' m  s u re the com mittee woul d  be i nterested 
in an exam ination of that at th is  t ime next year? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the O pposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Chairman,  th is  i s  j ust a recap 
because I t h i n k  we're near the end of Advert is ing 
Audit .  We wi l l  have,  I take i t ,  from the comment that 
was made by the F i rst M i n ister earl ier  when we next 
meet, a l ist of who is  do ing the advert is ing for the 
various departments and Crown corps., and who was 
do ing it prior to the c hange of government.  

HON. H .  PAWLEY: You've a l ready got the l i st i nsofar 
as th is  year . . .  

HON. S.  LYON: I t  doesn't g ive that i nformat ion .  I t  
g ives totals b u t  it  doesn't g ive names of agencies. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: Oh, names of agencies. 

HON. S.  LYON: Yes. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: O kay, the l ist that I read out earl ier 
we wil l  provide and get last year's l ist. 

HON. S.  LYON: No, I t h i n k  we need the exist i ng  l ist as 
of today for Crown corporat ions,  e .g . ,  who is  do in g  
t h e  advert is ing today for Manitoba Hous ing  a n d  
Renewal Corporat ion? 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: That's what I meant.  We' l l  get that 
for you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3. (c) P u bl i c  Sector Advert is ing
pass; 3 . (d)  Less: Recoverable from Departments
pass. 

Reso l ut ion  No .  7 .  Resolved that there be granted to 
Her Majesty a s u m  not exceedi n g  $1 ,057,300 for 
Executive Counci l  for Advert is ing Audit  Office for the 
fiscal year ending the 31 st  day of March, 1 983-pass. 

Committee rise. 

SUPPLY - ENERGY AND MINES 

M R .  CHAIRMAN, J. Storie: Committee w i l l  come to 
order. Cont i n u i n g  with the Est imates of the Depart
ment of E nergy and M ines. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: Before we proceed I woul d  d irect 
the members' attent ion to the gal lery to my left where 
we have a group of 25 G rade 8 students from the Swan 
R iver J un i o r  H i g h  School .  They are u nder the d irec
t ion of Mr. Baldwin and are represented by the Hon
o u rable Member for Swan R i ver. 

On behalf of all the members of the Assembly I 
welcome you here th is  evening .  

SUPPLY - ENERGY AND MINES (Cont'd) 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for T u rt le 
Mountain .  
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M R .  B. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  j ust pr ior  to 5:30, I 
had asked the M i n ister precisely what was bein g  done 
to assess other possible sites for an alu m i n u m  smelter 
and I bel ieve t h at the M i n i ster responded by say ing 
that  the Provincia l  Land Use Com m ittee was do ing the 
work. I 'm not  s u re that's what  he  sa id  or what  he  meant 
- ( I nterject ion)- M r. Cha irman,  the M i n ister says 
staff to the Provincia l  Land Use Committee. Perhaps 
later he  can clarify that a b i t  m o re because as I recal l  
there weren't very m any staff d i rectly associated with 
the Prov i ncial  Land Use Committee so perhaps he  
cou ld  provide me with the names of the people who 
are actual ly do ing the work. 

Basically, the g rou p of people,  whoever they m ight  
be ,  are  applyi ng  the g u idel i nes wh ich  A lcan h ad pro
v ided. I presume that Alcan had said that they had 
certain req u i rements and that now the govern ment 
staff are exami n i n g  other areas to see if those g uide
l i nes f it  any of the other areas. The M i n ister also made 
a reference to a 25-mi le  radi u s  from W i n n i peg which I 
bel ieve was part of the gu ide l i nes that they perhaps 
had come up with eventual ly but he  also made refer
ence to other centres such as Thompson and C h u rch i l l .  

Now,  how detai led are  these stud ies that  are  bein g  



done by g overn ment staff? H ow wel l advanced are 
they? How many d i fferent sites h ave been looked at 
and when does the M i n ister expect that those assess
ments would be completed? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honou rable M i n ister. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  There are general appl ications 
of the g u idel i nes la id down by Alcan and some that 
have emerged i n  some prel i m in ary d iscussions with 
other companies. T hey wi l l  be of use to the govern
ment when the govern ment gets to the topic of site 
select ion d iscussion with Alcan and certa in ly  in the 
d iscuss ion with other companies. This is one of the 
th ings that we can talk to the other companies about 
as to where the d i fferent poss ib i l it ies may exist. That's 
one of the items that's j ust, as I said i n  my i nt roductory 
com ments, j ust at that f i rst stage. That i s  basical ly 
being d iscussed frankly in conjunct ion with the d is
cussion but they're separate topics. 

In the d iscussion about power, because when you 
get r ight  d own to it the cr it ical element i s  the arrange
ment on power a n d  whether, i n  fact, the substantive 
power needs of Alcan can be accom modated - that's 
what we're doing;  we're looki n g  at a variety of poss ib i l
it ies there. I 'm hop ing  that when that process is 
through and we've h ad a chance to go over the site 
select ion that the very detai led work in relat ion  to 
pub l ic  part ic ipation  and more detai led govern ment 
work in terms of the site would have to be done. But it  
would be a b it  premature to get that carried away i n  
spend ing  a lot o f  p u bl i c  funds on  the environmental 
and socioeconomic review in very g reat detai l  i f  we 
haven't been able to come to any arrangement with 
respect to power. We're try ing  to do so i n  a manner 
that i s  l og ical and seq uential  and one which ,  in  a 
sense, entai ls the expend iture of funds at the approp
r iate t ime.  

M R .  B. RANSOM: When does the M i n i ster expect that 
these assessments w i l l  be com pleted and that they 
w i l l  be able to beg i n  at least to talk to Alcan or  to other 
companies about specif ic sites? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: We start today. I told the Leader 
of the O pposit ion that we'd h ad a meet ing  today i n  the 
second stage. I expect there w i l l  be further meet ings 
between n ow and the next two to three weeks, at 
which  t i me we'l l  have another meet ing at the senior 
level  between myself and Mr.  M orton and that I would 
expect we would be proceed ing  from there.  My 
thought was a n d  my h ope is ,  that we should be able to 
go through this process through the course of the 
su mmer  and then be in a posit ion to make decis ions 
k nown at that t i me. My thought i s  that the s u mmer 
process - and n ow I h ave somewhat m o re t ime to 
devote in an ongoing consistent man ner to th is - is my 
t ime for  p u rsu i n g  a n u m ber  of  these developments 
with some d ispatch and some detai l .  

M R .  B .  RANSOM: I assu m e  t h e n ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  the 
assessment has been either completed o r  at least car
ried to the point where d iscussion and negotiat ions 
about site select ions can take place. Can the M i n i ster 
g ive the Committee some i n d i cation of the resu lts of 
the studies that h ave been carried out? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: What we have, t here are a 
whole set of sites that h ave pros and cons to them. 
What we want to do with Alcan n ow is  have them go 
t h rough  the i r  pros and cons of the s i tes that the 
Mem ber for Sturgeon Creek says they've looked at 
and that's what we're in the process of doing and I 
certainly don't h ave any preferences as such.  My job is 
to s i t  d own and determ i n e  which  is  the best s i te from 
an economic and physical and environ mental pers
pective. I n  terms of the environ mental perspective, 
even that's not my part icu lar  task ,  as we've i n d icated 
before, the general select ion w i l l  be determined,  but 
that w i l l  then be the task of a detai led env i ro nmental 
review with pu b l ic  part ic ipation  so that i f  there are 
people from W i n ni peg who have concerns, they'll 
have an opportu n ity to raise their concerns. I f  there 
are people from d i fferent parts of W i n n i peg or  people 
from,  say, the Ba lmoral area, some people come i n ,  
they say they are i n  favou r  o f  it  and other people come 
in and they say they h ave concerns and they want to 
m ake sure that those concerns are at least addressed 
and that's what the p u bl i c  process w i l l  be al l about. 

What we want to do is  j ust s i t  d own with Alcan and 
go over the site aspect. The major  task that we are 
u nderta k i ng is the power d iscuss ion .  We can talk a l l  
we want about var ious s i tes but the power arrange
ment is the critical one and that's what any a l u m i n u m  
company says a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  Mem ber for Sturgeon 
Creek i n d i cated that power is  beco m i n g  a very i mpor
tant factor, po$Sibly outweig h i n g  transportation  and 
that's why people m i g ht look at a s i te in the m i dd le  of a 
continent rather than look ing  at a s i te along the sea
board, either on the east coast or the west coast. 

M R. B. RANSOM: M r. Chairman,  can the M i n i ster 
advise the Committee then, what other sites the prov
i nce considers desirable to be assessed? What sites 
have they g iven to Alcan now to have A lcan react to? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: Well ,  as I said,  we've l ooked at 
the range of sites that I raised before. We looked at 
C h u rc h i l l , Thompson, sites in and around  Winn ipeg ,  
sites i n  a n d  around Brandon and t h e  R ivers area a n d  
those are ones that are i n  process of bein g  d iscussed 
with Alcan and ,  in fact, w i l l  be d iscussed with them 
over the course of the  next two to three weeks. We 
d on't have any sites that the province says are prefer
able sites. There are s i tes that have objective criteria; 
they meet certai n  criteria of having certai n  good 
points and certa in  bad features relat i n g  to g ravel dep
osits, ab i l ity of rai lway l ines, natural gas, transporta
t ion, economics, ground water, environmental aspects, 
agr iculture, labour force i nfrastructure, avai labi l ity of 
hydro, populat ion density. 

MR. B. RANSOM: I bel ieve the M i n ister ment ioned 
the avai lab i l ity of labour force. Has the other i nfras
truct u re that woul d  be req u i red for that size of a work 
force been examined as wel l?  That was one of the 
reasons why Alcan was interested in locat ing  with i n  a 
reasonable d istance of W i n n i peg, because of the edu
cational  fac i l i t ies and the c u lt u ra l  fac i l i t ies and al l  
those sorts of t h i ngs. Have those su bjects also been 
examined in some detai l? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  In  terms of in f rastructure those 
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are the aspects that people look at. T hompson,  for 
example, has an u nderut i l ized i nfrastructure r ight 
now, but it  has an i nfrastructu re. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Chairman,  what env i ron mental 
work has been done in the assessment of these sites? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  There has been a general look 
at env i ron mental suscept ib i l ity in terms of locat ion of 
da iry herds and prox imity and th ings l i ke that, but tf1a 
detai led environ mental work, some work had bean 
done by the Department of the Env i ronment and that's 
where that type of detai led work is,  in fact, being done. 
In a sense, what we had asked for i s  the point ing out of 
any qui ck ly identifiable environ mental problems either 
with respect to da iry herds or  with respect to groun d  
water or  with respect t o  bei ng  on  very good far m i n g  
soi l ,  that type o f  th ing .  

MR. B. RANSOM: Are any environmental assessments 
be i n g  car r ied  o u t  by t h e  Department  of  t h e  
Env iro nment? 

HON. w. PARASIUK: At this part icu lar stage, staff 
h ave g iven us t h is broad brush.  I k now that there had 
been consu ltati o n  and activity between the Depart
ment of the E nv i ro nment off icials and Alcan off icials 
and they h ad asked them a whole range of q uest ions 
and I th ink some of these q uestions have been 
addressed. I t h i n k  there are further concerns and 
issues that h ave been raised and I th ink  these stil l  have 
to be addressed. The M i n ister of the E nviron ment has 
i n d icated that there would be a ful l  env i ro nmental 
i mpact assessment with ful l  p u bl i c  part ic ipat ion at the 
appropriate t i me. 

M R .  B. RANSOM :  I 'm q u ite aware of that, Mr. Cha i r
man ,  but the q uest ion was h as the Depa�tment of the 
E nvironment been i nvolved in carry ing out environ
mental assessment and review of any of the s i tes that 
the M i n i ster has named? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I thought I i nd i cated that we 
asked the staff to i n d i cate to us  where there could be 
environmental i mpacts that are readi ly  identif iable .  
They have n ot gone out to C h u rc h i l l  and done a 
detai led enviro n mental study of it but they've been 
able, because they do have a l ot of data at the i r  d ispo
sal, to g ive us an i n d i cation .  I had asked i f  any of that 
had been done before and had i n dicated that i n  their  
perspective i t  hadn 't .  So t here h as been some work 
done on  environ mental i mpact i n  terms of i n d icat ing 
to the g overnment what  some env i ron mental i mpacts 
could be with respect to an alu m i n u m  smelter. 

MR. B. RANSOM :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  d u ri n g  the review of 
the Esti mates of the M i n ister of the E nv i ronment ,  he 
certai n l y  d idn 't g ive the i m p ressi o n  to the Committee 
that the Department of the E nvironment was i nvolved 
in conduct ing assessments. He said, for i nstance, the 
M i n i ster respons ib le  for the negotiat ions has asked 
my department, t h roug h  me and through the Provin
c ial Land Use Committee, for  the i r  assu rance of  assis
tance i f  they want to look at envi ron mental aspects of 
d i fferent sites. I have g iven them that assu rance that 
we w i l l  provide h i m  with as m uc h  detai l  as we can. I 

took that a nswer at the t ime to mean that the Depart
ment of the E nv i ronment was n ot i n vo lved i n  the re
eval uation of sites or the selecti o n  of sites by the 
government.  Now, i f  the M i n ister is tel l i n g  me some
th ing  d i fferent, I t h i n k  I would l i ke  to have that cleared 
up for the record because that certai n ly i s n't the 
i mpression the M i n ister of the Env ironment left. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  I t h i n k  it's q u ite clear. I said that 
the M i n ister i nd icated that he wou ld make staff avai la
ble.  We asked staff who do provide assistance to the 
Prov inc ia l  Land Use Committee and some of these 
people are from M u n ic i pal Affairs. some of these peo
ple are from the Department of the Env i ro nment,  to 
g ive us a n  i nd ication of any type of negative env i ron
menta l  i mpacts that m ight occur  i f there was a n  al u m
i n u m  smelter in any of a n u m ber of locat ions.  That h as 
been done over the cou rse of, I th ink ,  the last month ,  
m o nt h-and-a-half.  So I don't th ink  there's an i nconsis
tency with what the M i n i ster responsible for the E nvi
ronment has said.  I 'm certai n ly not try ing to g ive the 
i mpressi o n  that very detai led environmental assess
ments have been done on particu lar  sites but we can 
get an i dea of the g rou nd water i mpact; a n  area sus
ceptible to ground water problems; if an area is sus
cept ib le to possib le env i ron mental damage if you 
have da iry herds. 

There are certai n  parts of  Mani toba where there are 
g reater concentrations of da i ry herds than other 
parts. T here are certai n  areas where o bviously you 
can lay these t h i ngs out on  the map and you can f ind  
out where you have your parks and where you h ave 
other t h ings l ike that and that's been done a n d  that 
n ow is go ing  to be used i n  part i n  o u r  d iscuss ions with 
Alcan at  th is  part icu lar  stage. 

MR. B. RANSOM: Mr. Chairman,  can the M i n ister 
advise the Committee what environmental damage 
he's speak ing  about? H e  has a n um ber of t imes men
tioned the negative environmental effects and I wonder 
i f  he  wou l d  advise the Committee j ust w h at it  i s  that 
he's speak ing  of. 
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HON. W. PARASIUK: I k now that there are concerns 
about damage to da iry herds, so I don't k now i f  one 
woul d  talk about putt i ng  an alu m i n u m  smelter in a 
part of Manitoba w here you h ad a h i g h  concentration 
of da iry herds. You have certa in  areas where you 
could have problems of pol lutants enteri n g  ground 
water; there are certai n areas where that's less of a 
problem and other areas where that is more of a prob
lem. I n deed, from some of the i nformation that we've 
been able to get, Balmora l  i s  close to some major 
aq u i fers, but  there are no particu lar  problems there i n  
terms o f  groundwater damage, s o  that's t h e  type of 
adv ice that we've been able to get from the D epart
ment of M u n i ci pal Affairs and the Department of the 
Environment. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Chairman,  I 'd l ike to ask the 
M i n ister whether or  not he  h as any personal b iases 
about the possi b i l ity of envi ron mental damages. I ' m  
q u ite certa in  that dur ing  the elect ion campaign the 
M i n ister spoke of the possib i l ity of contam in at ion 
f rom the smelter, that it  was not a good i dea to have a n  
alu m i n u m  s melter l ocated u pwind  from the C ity of 



Win n i peg. Can the M i n ister advise the committee 
whether he sti l l  h as that concern, whether he's done 
anyth ing  to a l lay that concern or  whether that's f igur
i n g  i n  the decisions that he h as made so far with 
respect to negotiations? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  I ' l l  have to c heck t h roug h ,  I 
don't know if I have any records. I don't know if I made 
any m ajor  speeches about Alcan at al l  dur ing  the 
campaig n  as the member tries to i nd icate. I k now that 
concerns had been raised with me; i ndeed, a large 
n u m ber of people raised concerns about the location 
of a plant u pwind  from W i n n i peg, so it would h ave the 
preva i l i n g  northwesterl ies blow ing  this material -
people aren't s u re what it is - over W i n n i peg. That's a 
concern on the part of a large n u m ber of people; there 
were some people who raised t hese concerns d ur ing  
the course of  the elect ion campaign.  

I don't remember making any major speeches to 
that effect; I d idn't k now whether it  was a good or  a 
bad th ing .  It certai n ly raised the q uestion i n  my m ind ,  
i n  a sense, on  an aprior i  basis that th is  i s  obviously 
somet h i n g  that has to be explored. What other s i tes 
were explored, my natu ral i nc l i nat ion,  j ust on a i n duc
t ive basis, was to wonder why s i tes to the east of 
W i n n i peg weren't chosen .  I was not sure whether i n  
fact they had been looked at. Now the Mem ber for La 
Verendrye says that there were some looked at to the 
southeast of W i n n i peg. I 'm not s u re whether sites to 
the east of Winn i peg were looked at, but I certai n ly 
said that my position with respect to the site is real ly 
neutral .  

M R .  B.  RANSOM: Mr.  Cha irman,  I don't have any 
written record of any m ajor speech that the M i n ister 
made when he  was campaig n i n g  in Transcona. I f  the 
M i n ister wants to stand here in the H ouse and tel l  the 
committee that he never made those k i n d  of state
ments, I ' l l  accept that, but my information is that those 
were the sorts of i n d ications that the M i n i ster was 
g iv ing .  

Mr. Chairman,  I 'm  gett ing rather concerned by the 
answers that we're gett i ng  from the M i n ister because 
the answers we're gett i ng  from the M i n i ster confl ict 
with some of the answers that we received from the 
M i n ister of the Env ironment. The M i n ister shakes h is  
head,  but let  me put on  the record some of the ques
t ions and answers that took place i n  the d iscussion of 
the Est imates of the Department of the Env i ronment. 

The Member for Tuxedo said: " M r. Cha irman,  I 
wonder if the M i n ister could g ive us some informat ion ,  
g iven the state of  the art of the p resent techno logy of  
alu m i n u m  smelt ing ,  g iven the advice and the in forma
t ion wh ich  h i s  staff has obviously provided h i m  with 
respect to a lu m i n u m  smelt ing,  does he bel ieve from 
an env i ro nmental pol lut ion stand point  that an a lumi
num smelter cou ld  be l ocated safely anywhere i n  th is  
prov i nce at  the m oment?" The M i n ister of the E nvi
ronment responded: " I  have n ot h i n g  to i nd icate to me 
that it  cannot be safely l ocated in a n u mber of areas, 
no ."  The Mem ber for T uxedo said then again :  "G iven 
the fact that he's i n d icated that the precondit ion of the 
preferred locat ion has been removed from Alcan's 
process, does he  bel ieve that the Bal moral s i te or  the 
proposed I nterlake s i te is one of the locat ions that 
may not be safe from an environ mental standpoint  as 
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a preferred location ."  T he M i n ister of the E nv i ronment 
answered: "That has not been i n d icated to me either. 
I h ave not gotten i nformation to that effect that it  
would not be a safe site." 

N ow, here is  the M i n ister of the Environment,  the 
Member  of the Treasury Bench, to wh ich  the pub l ic  
and we on  th is  s ide of  the House turn to ,  to  get  some 
i nformat ion .  to get the i nformed response about 
envi ron mental matters in th is  provi nce, then the M i n
ister of the E nviron ment tells us as far as he is con
cerned he  doesn't know of any reason why that plant 
should not be located at Bal mora l  or  a nywhere else i n  
t h e  prov i nce from an env i ron mental point o f  v iew. 
N ow the M i n ister of Energy and M ines comes i nto the 
H o use and makes reference to the possib le environ
mental effects of having th is  smelter located upwind 
from W i n n i peg or perhaps located somew here else. 
Mr. Chairman,  then we ask the M i n ister what k i n d  of 
env i ron mental studies have been carried out and it's 
evident that there are essential ly no  environ mental 
studies carried out. 

I would point out to the M i n ister that environmental 
studies were u nder way and the process was in p lace 
wh ich  would have a l l owed for the p u bl ic to make the i r  
su bmissions and for  assessments to be done on  the 
env i ro nmental acceptabi l ity or lack of  acceptabi l ity of  
a n  Alcan smelter at  Ba l  moral .  Now, how can the M i n is
ter poss ibly make the k i n d  of statements that he  has 
made without having had an environmental assess
ment? U nder tt]e process that was in place, t here was 
a p referred site selected and that site was selected on 
the basis  of all the physical factors and the econo m i c  
factors that Alcan f o u n d  to be necessary to take i nto 
considerat ion ;  then there would be a n  assessment of 
the socioeconomic and environmental i mpact and 
pres u mably as a consequence of those stud ies that 
site m i g ht have been changed. 

I want to k now h ow the M i n ister can go about,  l ook
ing at other sites making some of the statements he 
has m ade which confl ict with statements made by the 
M i nister of the Env i ronment, without having con
d u cted a n  env i ron mental hear ing .  Why n ot at  least 
con d u ct a general environmental hear ing then? If the 
M i n ister has some doubts about the advisabi l ity of 
l ocat ing  th is  plant i n  certai n  areas, then ho ld  env i r
o nmental hear ings i nto the i m pact of an a l u m i n u m  
smelter and do it without reference t o  a specific site, at 
least, so that we don't get confl ict ing statements 
between the M i n ister of the Environment and the M i n
ister of Energy and M i n es and then you have some 
kind of yardstick to go by. 

H O N .  W. PARAS I U K :  I t h i n k  the M e m ber  for T u rt le 
Mountain i s  either m isundersta n d i n g  what I 'm say ing  
or  m isrepresent ing what I 'm sayin g .  I have  n ot sa id  
that I have a d isposit ion regardi n g  that site. I said I was 
neutral;  I said that there were a whole set of concerns 
that had been raised about the location in terms of 
W i n n i peg bein g  downwind  and having 600,000 people 
l i v i ng  downwind  of a site w i th in  20 or  25 m i les. 
O bviously that has to be add ressed in a very detai led 
envi ron mental i mpact assessment.  What I wanted to 
get an i dea of i s  what sites h ave been l ooked at, w hat 
s i tes seemed to make sense and what sites d id n't 
m ake sense, so I asked staff to tel l  me what s i tes m ade 
some sense and what sites don't make some sense. 
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That does n ot exclude or preclude Balmoral i n  any 
way, shape or form. I have not taken a posit ion on  
Bal moral . We asked the staff to g ive us that over the  
cou rse of  the last m onth or m onth-and-a-half and the  
member now is  try ing to say that I ' m  sayin g  someth ing  
i nconsistent w i th  the other M i n ister, which is  not  the  
case. I certai n ly have heard concerns raised to me, but  
I have not made judg ments about those concerns. I 
am not i n  a posit ion to m ake j ud g ments regard i n g  
those concerns. 

MR. R .  BANMAN: I wonder if the M i n i ster could 
i nform the H ouse whether or  n ot he  is  aware that the 
second s i te ,  i n  other words, the other s i te that would 
have rated h i g h  and n u m ber  two on  the site select ion 
by Alcan,  was i n  eastern Manitoba. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I haven't had that d iscussion  
w i th  A lcan yet, I certa in ly  w i l l  be hav ing it i n  the near 
futu re. I certa i n ly didn't have any documentati o n  i nd i
cati ng  any one of s ix sites bein g  looked at .  I d idn't  
have any doc u m entat ion that said they looked at  th is  
s i te or  that site or that s i te .  Maybe there was a presen
tat i o n  to Cabinet.  but I don't bel ieve that any m i nutes 
or  any notes were ever taken by any off ic ia ls regard
ing th is  or  the power d iscussions or  regardi n g  any 
d iscussions. I have not been able to come across any 
notes or m i n u tes of d iscussions between Cabinet M in
isters and Alcan negotiators. I haven't been able to get 
any of that type of material .  I received a very small  
brief i ng  document by the M i nister when he  left office, 
but I did not receive any m i n u tes or  notes of any of 
these t h ings that are bein g  raised n ow by the former 
M i n i ster saying ,  are you aware of this or  are you aware 
of that. That certai n ly d idn 't exist. 

MR. R .  BANMAN: Mr. Chairman,  is the M i n ister say
i n g  that after having been responsib le for th is  depart
ment for s ix m onths,  he's not aware of where the s i te 
selections for Alcan were, that the same staff is m o re 
or less i n  p lace deal i n g  with that? Is he say ing  to us  
that he  hasn't sat down wi th  A lcan  and asked what 
k i n d  of site select ion they've done after s ix months? I s  
that what h e  i s  say ing t o  us? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: We have spent more of our t ime 
looki n g  at  their  whole rationale for a l ocat ion r ight  in  
the center of the cont inent wh ich  is what we're doi ng  
and I to ld  you.  I sa id  we are  movi ng  on  to  the power 
aspects and the site aspects r ight now and that th is  
was followi ng  a logical process. I sat  down and I asked 
the staff, d i d  the government do any work on  look i n g  
a t  d i fferent sites that m i g ht b e  appl icable for a l u m i
n u m  smelt i ng .  Were you aware of any presentat ion? 
Did  you receive presentations? I d idn 't get any i nfor
mation i n  that respect. 

MR. R. BANMAN: Mr. Chairman,  a l l  he has to do is 
read the papers. We h ad the M u n ic i pal ity of Ste. An ne. 
The Reeve and the Counci l l ors were out with Alcan 
looking at a site in Eastern Man itoba. I t  i s  no  secret. 
There's no  Cabinet d ocu ments i ncl uded in th is  t h i ng ,  
but  people who h ave been out there who have been 
reviewi n g  the d i fferent locat ions, the second s i te, as 
well as I u n derstand,  is i n  the eastern reg ion .  I f ind  it 
i ncredib le that the M i n ister d i d n 't even k now that. I n  
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deal i ng with the specific site l ocations that he's look
ing at, he's tal k i n g  about C hurch i l l ,  Thompson - I 
wonder if he could i nform the House as to h ow many 
specific s i te  locations he  was looking at? 

H O N .  W. PARASIUK: Al l  told,  the staff l ooked at a 
n u m ber of sites and came back .  T here was C h u rch i l l ,  
because it's a port; Thompson, because i t  h as excess 
capacity; the B randon area, because it h as i nfrastruc
t u re there r ight  now and areas in and aro u n d  Win
n i peg, d i fferent wind d i rections from W i n n i peg. That 
has been done to g ive government people some 
k nowledge of the terra in  and the d ifferent i nfrastruc
t u re and supports that exist in relation to d i fferent 
sites. The concentrat ion to date has been on the eco
nomics,  the transportat ion aspects of the smelter, 
looking at aspects of processing,  fabrication .  

Alcan has been very good i n  prov id ing  i nformation 
to us. We've done so u nder the strictest confidence, 
that's not gone to anyone else that we've ever talked to 
and we are at the stage, as I i n d icated in my i n troduc
tory comments, of look ing at the power aspects and 
look ing at  the s i te aspects. The more i mportant  one 
from o u r  perspective, because we k now that there's 
go ing  to be the deta i led env i ronmental i m pact 
assessment and the detai led socioeconomic assess
ment, is the power arrangement. That is go ing to take 
a b it  of time with respect to the power because, as far 
as I can tell and I h ave to determ i n e  whether the 
buy-back provis ion wh ich  r ight  now is very open with 
respect to real m arket value and what's the future 
m arket value of a hydro dam 35 years from now, 
whether it's going to be $600 m i l l i o n  or,  more l i kely, i f  
you  l ook  at the H udson Bay experience with Is land 
Falls, whether it's going to be $6 b i l l ion .  
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We had a tenfold increase because I t h i n k  H u dson 
Bay carries I sland Fal ls on  the books as somet h i n g  i n  
the order of, I th ink ,  1 0  m i l l i o n  - I t h i n k  it's j ust less than 
$10 m i l l i on o n  the books - H u dson Bay M i n i ng and 
Smelt ing wants $ 1 00 m i l l ion  and th is  i s  through a 
period of relatively low escalation i n  prices and costs. 
We are go ing  through a period of very h i g h  escalat ion 
in  pr ices and costs, very h igh  i ncreases i n  terms of  
energy sources. I f  you look at o i l ,  gas, coa l  f i red ther
mal stations, project that over a 35-year period. I f  
those r u n  out or  get d ifficu l t ,  w e  m i g ht n ot b e  tal k i n g  
about $ 6  b i l l ion  i n  terms of what t h e  prov ince m i g ht 
have to pay for that equ i ty port ion of a plant that Al can 
m i g ht own, we m i g ht be talk i n g  in the order of $1 O 

b i l l ion ,  $ 1 5  b i l l ion ,  someth ing more than that. 
I 'm not sure and, agai n ,  I 'm checking i nto the docu

mentat ion to determine what the or ig i nal  pos it ion of 
the govern ment was, whether the government had a 
concern about the buy-back provis ions,  because I 
have the Member for Sturgeon Creek tal k i n g  about 
Alcan act ing as a tenant when, in fact, Alcan is  act ing 
as an owner and the va lue of  the i r  eq u ity is appreciat
i n g  in t i me. I don't k now i f  that was a concern on  the 
part of the previous adm i n istrat ion ,  but it  is a concern 
of this admin istrat ion because the futu re ob l igat ions 
for Manitoba Hydro or for the people of Mani toba 
could be i m mense. So we are looki n g  to determ ine 
h ow that was negot iated, whether that was a con cern.  
W hen I hear the Mem ber for Stu rgeon Creek talk in  
terms of tenancy, that's one th ing,  but the agreement 
says that there would be fair m arket value paid .  That's 



q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e re n t .  T h o s e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  
considerations. 

Another consideration  on  the power side is whether, 
in fact, the Hydro system is run i n  an opti m u m  manner 
to provide for  a l l  of Manitoba, provide for  a l l  of Man it
oba's needs in the most opti m u m  m an ner, or whether 
i n  fact the L imestone plant is run  i n  an optim u m  
man ner, possib ly t o  the detri ment t o  t h e  overall oper
at ing sy.stem of the overal l  Hydro system in order to 
maxi m ize the output in relat ion  to Alcan's needs, 
obviously very i m portant considerations. 

I know that Mani toba Hydro itself hadn't had a 
chance to deal with those matters. They obviously 
have to be dealt with. Those are the types of m atters 
that we are deal i n g  with.  We bel ieve they are very, very 
i mportant and we are just at that stage r ight now of 
doing it .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for La Verendrye. 

MR. R.  BANMAN: I wonder i f the  M i n ister, he refers to 
a report with regard to the specific site locat ions that 
they've been loo k i n g  at, would table that report i n  the 
Legislatu re. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: This  is not a detai led report as 
such.  There are overlays. It was considerations pre
pared by staff for the negot iat ing com mittee. I w i l l  
certai n ly b e  prepared to table it  a t  the appropriate t ime 
i n  the negot iations.  We're not real ly negotiat i ng 
sites. W hat we're ask i n g  them is to present us with 
d i fferent i nformation and we i ntend to be doing that i n  
the very near future. 

MR. R.  BANMAN: I wonder if  the M i n i ster would be 
prepared to g ive the members of the Legislat u re a 
br ief i ng  with regards to the site select ion ,  m aybe i n  
Room 254 sometime.  

HON. W. PARAS I U K: I f  we get to that stage over the 
course of the s u m mer, I ' l l  be q u ite pleased to do that 
and if I get the opport u n ity, I ' l l  g ive you the br ief ing 
with respect to the lega l  aspects and the lega l  review 
of the agreement to date. What I have asked for here 
and I have asked for the legal counsel ,  that was used 
by the p revious govern ment, to g ive me a n  assess
ment.  I have that assessment.  I am q u ite prepared to, 
at some part icu lar  stage in the negotiating p rocess, sit 
down and g ive the mem bers a ful l  br ief ing session on  
that. 

MR. R.  BANMAN: Mr. Cha irman,  the M i n ister said,  
"At some stage," and I g uess that could be any t i me 
down the chute. I want to j ust ask the M i n ister, he 
br ings in the Hydro negotiation aspects of th is  partic
u lar  development, one of the t h i n gs wh ich  I t h i n k  is 
essential  i s  to get a n u m ber  of the detai ls  i n volved i n  
t h i s  part icu lar  th ing  i nto perspective a n d  one of them 
of cou rse was the envi ron mental study to i nsure that 
there a re environmental safegu ards and that the 
whole p roject i s  env ironmental ly safe as far as the 
Prov i nce of Manitoba goes. 

I g uess I h ave to say to the M i n ister, that part icu lar  
process was u nderway and i t 's  u n fortunate that the 
govern ment chose not  to go ahead with  that  part icular 
env ironmental i mpact study with regards to the Bal-
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moral site. I t  wou ld have at least g iven the M i n ister, 
shou ld  that site h ave gotten a clean b i l l  of health,  as to 
say, it  would h ave at least n arrowed it down to the one 
major aspect of this part icu lar  faci l ity and that i s  the 
Hydro negotiat ions. Where he  is sitt ing  r ight  now is  
that he  doesn't k now if it's env i ronmentally accepta
ble. He d oesn't know if he can work out a Hydro fee 
and I h ave to say to h i m  that the whole th ing  seems to 
be, to me, i n  pretty m u ch of l i m bo. 

He just mentioned here he  wasn't even aware of the 
Eastern Manitoba s i te and I f ind  that very d ifficu l t  to 
bel ieve in l ight  of all the t h ings that have gone on .  
When you look at a map of  Manitoba and with i n  the 
regions of  W i n ni peg and you look at  where marg ina l  
lands are l ocated, wh ich  I hope the M i n ister is tak i n g  
i nto considerat ion ,  rather than b u i l d i n g  on  pr ime 
agr icu l tural land ;  when you l ook  at  the proper 
grou ndwater sources; when you l ook  at the type of 
subsoi l  that we're looki n g  for, it  n arrows i t  down. You 
don't have to be much  of a genius. I a m  not anybody 
who h as any eng ineer ing degrees or  anyth ing ,  but  
you can take a m ap and look at  W i n n i peg and you 
n arrow it down to two or  th ree sites r ight  around  
Winn i peg. 
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Here we are at a point in t ime where real ly we've sort 
of been stal led for the last six months and ,  by the 
M i n i ster's com ments here today, we are j ust not mov
i n g  anywhere except that we've once agai n l ooked at 
the site l ocat ions.  I guess, what I have to ask the 
M i n i ster is,  doe;; he  ant ic ipate that he  woul d  l i ke to see 
the Hydro negotiat ions done before any site selecti o n  
is completed? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: We are proceedi ng with both 
together. I n  fact, from Manitoba's perspective i n  terms 
of the do l lar  i mpl ications, the dol lar  i m p lications of 
the Hydro aspect are very h u ge and very i mportant 
and it's i mportant to cost them out. As I said, I have 
received the fu l l  legal report on  negotiations from the 
legal consultants in the previous govern ment and th is  
relates to the who le  q u estion of the buy back and h ow 
it was dealt with .  It's an i mportant consideration and 
we are j ust i n  the process of  trying  to deal  with that. 

MR. R.  BANMAN: When wi l l  you know i f  you want - I 
am referri ng  to some of the stuff that went o n  i n  the 
last elect ion about the environmental safety of th is  
part icu lar  p lant .  Before you start a l l  k inds of detai led 
negotiations, s ince you have expressed concern about 
the environmental side of this th ing ,  wouldn 't i t  have 
been prudent to move ahead and have that env i ron
mental i m pact study j ust about completed within the 
next few m o nths,  i f  we would h ave gone ahead wi th  i t .  
Then,  at  least you woul d  have k n ow n  whether or  not 
the people in the Balmoral area, i f  you want to trans
pose that somewhere else, at least you would have 
some i n d icat ion whether or  not this plant i s  env i ron
mental ly safe and is compat ib le with the t h i ngs that 
people i n  the Prov ince of M a nitoba want to have done. 

You are in the situation now where, if  you complete 
the Hydro agreement and the environ mental stud ies 
go against you, you haven't got anyth ing .  

HON. W. PARAS I U K: M r. Cha i rman ,  to clarify the  
record, the New Democrati c  Party raised concerns in  
the elect ion about the H yd ro arrangement. That's 
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what we raised concerns about. There were people 
who raised concerns about environ ment, but  i t  was 
the New Democratic Party that raised concerns about 
the Hydro arrangements, whether i n  fact there were 
aspects to it that would be h armful  to the long run  
benefit of Manitobans. We were q u ite c lear  i n  o u r  
campaign on  that issue. 

We h ave sat down with Alcan. We in formed them of 
o u r  posit ion. T hey i nd icated to us what their  position 
is. We said, we'd review everyth ing .  We had hoped tha' 
we could find a n  accom m odation with respect to tre 
power because that's the critical one and we are i n  the 
process of working towards that. That's what we are 
proceedi n g  with and I wou.ld hope that we could pro
ceed expedit iously to deal with that particular issue, 
but we are certain ly deal i n g  with the site aspect at the 
same ti me. 

MR. R .  BANMAN: Mr. Cha i rman,  I wou ld j ust l ike to 
point out to the M i n ister that there were a n u m ber of 
mem bers of his party d u ri n g  the last Session of the 
Legislature who real ly raised a lot of serious doubts 
about the environmental i m pact on th is .  I on ly have to 
refer to a grievance by the then Member for E l  l ice who 
spent a whole gr ievance talk ing  about the envi ron
mental i m pact on th is. So I don't take that as some
th ing that he  said, that they were j ust concerned about 
the Hydro th ing .  T hey raised a whole spectrum of th is  
total development, whether i t  be the environment or 
the Hydro part. I j ust have to say that a l l  he h as to do is 
go back and read some of the speeches of the 
members opposite when they were in O p position with 
regard to this project. I might say that my observations 
after the Member for E l l ice had spoken that precisely 
the very th ing has happened. At that time I i nd icated 
that there were goi n g  to be a lot of scare tactics used 
i n  th is and what seems to h ave h appened now is we're 
back to square one - the environ ment. The M i n ister 
said his was n ot one of the m ajor  concerns of the N ew 
Democratic Party i n  the last elect ion.  I t ,  accord i n g  to 
h i m ,  wasn't a major concern; the major concern was 
Hydro. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Turtle Mounta in .  

M R .  B .  R A N S O M :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  M i n ister 
acknowledges that the major concern raised by the 
NOP was Hydro and certa i n ly i t  was a major concern 
that they raised . T hey stated categorical ly in some of 
thei r campaign l iterature that they wou ld not a l low 
Alcan to have ownersh ip  position i n  a power stat ion.  
Has the government changed its posit ion or  does it 
stil l hold to that position? 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  As I said, with respect to the 
J o i nt Review for the purposes of the J o i nt Review, we 
are tak i n g  away precond it ions in order to do the 
assessment to determi n e  the alternative ways in  
which the su bstantive power needs of  Alcan can be 
met. Frankly, i f  we were to f ind that the o n ly way i n  
which t h e  su bstantive needs could b e  met taking i nto 
account buy-back aspects and everyth ing  like that, 
making sure that Man itoba is  protected so that we're 
n ot stuck with a $1 O bi l l ion  or $ 1 5  b i l l ion  price tag i n  
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the future, obviously, we'd have to look at that 
seriously. What I ' m  doing is not tak ing  any precondi
t ions for the purposes of th is review. 

I n  general,  the position of the New Democratic 
Party is  that we bel ieve Hydro has served Manitoba 
very well as a ful ly p u bl icly-owned, i ntegrated ut i l ity; 
that we've had experiences with l nco, with S herritt 
Gordon, with H u dson Bay M i n i n g  and Smelt i n g  n ow, 
with the p i pel i ne and that's o u r  position as a general 
posit ion.  

I t  would appear from what the O pposition is  sayi ng  
that they are  q u ite prepared to countenance not  on ly a 
special exemption for Alcan, but conceivably a spe
cial  exemption for l nco, conceivably a special exem p
tion for S herritt Gordon, conceivably a special exem p
tion for the pipel ines, so that we could end u p  with a 
Hydro faci l ity w hich is i n  a large part privately owned. 
T h irty-five years from now the whole average pric ing  
concept of o u r  ut i l ity which has  kept prices l ow for 
consumers would completely be destroyed, so that 
consumers i n  Manitoba would h ave to pay very very 
h igh  marg ina l  prices for addit ional  Hydro capacity as 
it was brought on stream .  T hat's why we have that 
general position .  

What I 've said is  for  the p urposes of th is  review, for  
us to negotiate i n  good fa ith for the purposes of  th is  
review. We are doing so without  precond it ions.  

M R .  B. RANSOM: Now we're beg i n n i n g  to hear some 
of the r idiculous d istort ions that we heard d u ri n g  the 
election,  that the Conservatives woul d  consider g iv
ing l nco a piece of Hydro, Sherritt Gordon, the 
truckers and anybody else that happened to need 
power. The proposal that was before the govern ment 
was the Alcan proposal .  T here was consideration 
given to what woul d  h appen at the end of the 35-year 
period. I th ink  the M i n ister would have to acknowl
edge that if the generat ing station were to be built at 
the end of 35 years, i f  it was then req u i red by the 
people of Man itoba, the cost of that station  at the t ime 
would  be related to the fair market value. 

Now, in response to some of the answer that the 
M i n ister gave, is  he  now say ing  that the f i rm posit ion 
that was taken by the New Democratic Party i n  the 
elect ion - i f  he wants I ' l l  br ing i n  quotations to back it 
up  saying that the N ew Democratic Party wou ld never 
allow Al  can to own a portion of a power station - now 
bei ng  altered? Does the M i n ister conceive of c i rcu m
stances that the New Democratic Party Government 
wou ld  back off that posit ion which they took d u ri n g  
t h e  election? 

H O N .  W. PARASIUK:  I cann ot conceive of those c i r
cumstances, but I ' m  certa in ly w i l l i ng  to h ave an open 
mind, to look at them al l  and determ ine  whether in  fact 
any change in that pol icy is  warranted. But the point is 
at th is particu lar  stage - we in formed Al  can of th is - we 
said t hat we wou ld look at i t  with an open m i nd ,  would 
review al l  these aspects with an open mind,  without 
precondit ions and that's what we are doing .  

Now I f ind it rather i nterest ing that  the O pposition 
keeps asking  the government to change its positions 
and modify it, but isn't say ing  a th ing  about whether 
Alcan should be mod ifying  i ts  position or changing its 
position or whether it should do what it does in a 
n u m ber of other places and s ign long-term power 
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agreements. The member just said that the Conserva
tive Government of the day - I want to u nderstand 
what he  said j ust now - did not consider g iv ing other 
private com pan ies ownersh i p  to Hydro dams or  part 
owners h i p  to Hydro dams in Manitoba? Is  that what he 
is say ing? 

MR. B .  RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman,  there are the words 
com i ng. in agai n ,  the same words that the N O P  tried to 
dr ive home to the pub l ic  dur ing  the elect ion - "g ive, 
g ive." T hey were go ing to "g ive" a piece of Man itoba 
Hydro away. That was the k i n d  of charge that the New 
Democratic Party m ade dur ing  the elect ion and it was 
a d ishonest charge. Mr. Chairman,  the M i n i ster k n ows 
the proposal wh ich  was under considerat ion was one 
for Alcan to develop an alu m i n u m  smelter which 
requ i red 400 megawatts of power, a tremendous 
amount of power, a tremendous i nvestment for Mani
toba and a tremendous economic  opport u n ity. O u r  
govern ment h a d  agreed i n  pr inc ip le t o  sel l i n g  a n  
u n d iv ided m inority i nterest i n  a power stat ion to 
Alcan;  it  was part of the agreement in pr inc iple. The 
New Democrat ic Party in their  campai g n  l iterature 
said - th is  i s  the one again that's "A C lear Choice for 
Man itobans" and on  the page that deals with energy 
said, and I quote: "The N O P  w i l l  not allow Alcan 
ownersh i p  of a hydro-electric plant." 

N ow al l  I want to know is ,  does that sti l l  hold or  i s  the 
govern ment chang ing its posit ion,  because i f  the gov
ernment is chang ing its posit ion I th ink  perhaps we 
beg i n  to get back i nto a situation where Mani toba may 
see this sort of development tak i n g  p lace. If they are 
not chang i n g  the posit ion,  then I bel ieve that the gov
ernment shou ld  say so and they shou ldn 't be say ing 
that  they are u nderta k i n g  negot iat ions wi thout  any 
precondit ions. Wh ich  is it? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I f ind it astound ing .  It's a lmost 
as if we h ave the member negot iat ing on behalf of 
Alcan r i g ht n ow. I want to k now whether, in fact, the 
Conservative Govern ment in its day ever looked at 
any of the precedents that could be establ ished by 
this;  whether, in fact, they considered a l lowing other 
pr ivate companies to h ave u n div ided ownersh ip  i n  
part o r  whole o f  other hydro plants? Those are q u es
t ions that government h as to look at, obviously. We 
are looki n g  at t hose q uest ions and we are negot iat ing 
with Alcan.  We are t ry ing  to negotiate the best deal 
possi ble, and it is a lmost as i f  the member is  negotiat
i n g  on behalf of Alcan. Why doesn't he let the govern
ment sit down and try and negotiate with Alcan and 
f ind ,  i f  it's poss i ble,  a m utual ly satisfactory arrange
ment whereby the substantive power needs of Alcan 
can be met without creat ing  a whole set of d i ff icult  
precedents to l ive with that m ight  have some very b ig 
i m pact on  future hydro rates. 

What I can't u n derstand is why he won't let the 
govern ment try and proceed o n  that basis, but  rather 
would try and pu b l icly try and negotiate a lmost as a 
complete advocate of the Alcan posit ion because 
that's a position that the govern ment has struck 
before. He won't com ment on  whether there were 
concerns about buy-backs and what th is  m i g ht cost 
Man itoba in the future, and all I am say ing  is that we 
have said that we are prepared. We k now what o u r  
position  is ;  we feel confident about o u r  posit ion. 

Alcan says they feel confident about their  posit ion.  
B oth  parties have said they are w i l l i n g  to look at th is  
issue objectively knowing what posit ions they take 
i n to that negotiati ng process. 

It's up to the negotiat ing process to determine the 
changes that m i g ht take p lace; that's what the nego
t iat i ng process is about. But what we have r ight  now is 
a Conservative O pposit ion want ing us  - and I thought 
th is  m i g ht h appen - to try and negotiate in pu bl ic .  W i l l  
you  bend  your posit ion? Are  you  ask i ng q uest ions 
about whether A lcan wil l  bend their posit ion? I don't 
hear that .  A l l  I 'm say ing is let the negot iat ing  process 
work, let me come back, give me an opportun i ty. I had 
the Mem ber for Sturgeon Creek earl ier today say, if  
you t h i n k  you can work a better d eal do so, but don't 
dawdle too much ,  get moving, get mov i n g  on  it .  I want 
to do that, but  I do say that these t h i n gs can't be done 
on  th is  basis where someone is  say ing ,  w i l l  you bend 
the government posit ion,  wil l  you d o  so, wil l  you do 
th is ,  wi l l  you do that with respect to the govern ment 
posit ion? 

Do you want me to start ask ing  you w hat you t h i n k  
about t h e  Alcan posit ion? Are y o u  w i l l i n g  t o  get out 
there and say wil l  Alcan bend its posit ion? Are they 
prepared to say that they would provide ownersh i p ,  
that they wou ld l ike ownershi p  and have i t  depre
c iated? Is that what you are prepared to say, or  do you 
want Alcan to have a faci l i ty that m i g ht be worth $ 1 0  
b i l l ion  or  $ 1 5  b i l l i on  i n  3 5  years? I don't t h i n k  that's 
you r  pos i t ion ,  l;>ut if that is your pos i t ion ,  f ine ,  g ive me 
that advice i n  terms of d iscussion ,  but  j ust to say you 
want  the government to do th is ,  or  you want  the gov
ernment to weaken its posit ion or  change its posit ion ,  
telegraph that to  the  negotiat ing process. 

I ' m  sorry, I don't th i n k  I can do t h at ,  M r. Cha i rman .  
I 'm prepared to  come here, be accou ntable for the 
negotiations that we have u n dertaken at  a t ime  i n  
wh ich  we either have a completed negotiat ion  o r  one 
that is broken off; I 'm prepared to come here and be 
accou ntable for the decisions we took. But to nego
t iate in pub l ic as the Member for T u rt le Mounta in is 
t ry ing  to get me to do right now, I t h i n k  is wrong. I ' m  
prepared to look f o r  t h e  accommodations, but  I ' m  not 
hearing the Member for T u rtle Mountain raise one 
t h i n g  as to whether, in fact, Alcan shou ld  bend, g ive or 
anyth ing .  H e  wants the province . 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Sturgeon Creek. 

MR. F. JOHNSTON: M r. Chairman,  j ust to clear u p  
two t h i n gs. When I said that A l  can would b e  a tenant, I 
would l ook at that tenancy s i m i lar  to a condo m i n i u m ,  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  is  owned b y  somebody, t h e  apartment i s  
owned by another person and there is  a tenancy 
wi th in  a cond o m i n i u m ,  and it's very close to the same 
pr inc iple. 

Mr .  Chairman,  the member  is  wrong when he  says 
that the N O P  Govern ment d idn't  have a posit ion.  You 
had a p u bl ished posit ion,  very very s incere, pub l ished 
posit ion i n  the election campaign .  The Member for 
T u rt le Mountain asks i f  there is any change in that 
pos i t ion .  O bv iously,  you are w i l l i n g  to take a l ook  at 
c hange. T he M i n i ster j u st said that, h e  is w i l l i ng  to 
negotiate; he's obviously w i l l i n g  to take a look at a 
change. He's certa i n ly well aware that Alcan was wi l
l ing to pay $600 m i l l ion  or so for their  share of the 



construction of L imestone or whatever he may nego
tiate with them, maybe it's m o re. But, M r. Chairman,  
when he  says d i d  we look at  other a l u m i n u m  compan
ies.  We have had d iscussions as he  k nows with other 
alu m i n u m  companies, but  Alcan was the company 
that came forward in 1 979 - and I told the member t h is 
today - when we i nvited them to take a l ook  at Man i
toba, they sa id  they would .  They never let  us down, 
they did everyt h i n g  they said they would. As we said ,  
w e  h a d  a code n a m e  f o r  them. They worked and spent 
money very s incerely i nvest igati ng  the poss ib i l ity of 
putt ing a n  a l u m i n u m  plant in the centre of Canada. 

I don't  u nderstand why the M i n ister i s  being so 
concerned about why A lcan h as decided to put a 
smelter i n  the centre of Canada. If Alcan has decided 
its feas ib i l ity, I don't know why the M i n ister is now 
going to try and decide whether it's feasib le  for Alcan 
to put it  there or  not. I don't u nderstand that, except it  
may have someth ing  to do about the benefits of the 
sh ipp ing  i nto the States, etc. ,  but  Alcan studied the 
economy of having a refinery in  the m i dd le  of the 
country because we had the power resource, and n ow 
we're negotiat ing the power resource. 

So, you k now, when the M i n ister starts to say that he 
has spent a l ot of t ime  decid i n g  whether A lcan shou ld  
be in  the m i dd l e  of the cou ntry or  not ,  or  i n  the m i dd le 
of Canada, why i s n't he check ing  with Alcan to see i f  
they shou ld  be  i n  the m i dd le  of Africa? I t ' s  A lcan that 
shou ld  be dec i d i n g  where they want to put their  ref in
eries, and they decided that ' the  w i ndow is  open. '  
T hose were their  very words. T he w indow is open for 
Man itoba, and we wil l  study it .  

H e  wi l l  f ind  when he is deal i n g  with the A lcan people 
that they wi l l  be very si ncere with h i m ;  they wi l l  be very 
honest with h i m ;  they w i l l  answer a l l  thei r q uestions 
and when they say they' l l  d o  someth ing ,  they wi l l  do it ,  
and he  can be assured of that. But,  M r. Chairman,  I 
don't k now why the M i n ister is gett ing so concerned 
about the fact that we are negotiat i ng  for Alcan. We're 
not negotiati n g  for Alcan; we're negot iat ing  for the 
people of Manitoba and if he'd get somebody else that 
w i l l  put  that k i n d  of m oney i nto a power plant i n  the 
Prov i nce of Manitoba, that wi l l  take that off the backs 
of the people of Manitoba, wh ich  we thought was a 
good arrangement; we said so and we said so r ight  i n  
the Committee room here. The President o f  Alcan at 
that t ime said,  "We wi l l  not come to Manitoba u nless 
we can be a part owner." 

Now the M i n ister has said in the campaign - not h i m ,  
b u t  h is campaig n l i teratu re - said that they wou l d  
certai n ly not budge on  that. N o w  he obviously is budg
i ng .  So I don't know how we can be accused of do ing 
the negotiat ing .  He 's  now l ooki n g  at  i t .  

Mr .  Speaker, I ' d  l i ke to  ask  the M i n ister: h as he been 
down to see the G rande Baie P lant? 

HON. W. PARASI UK: Aga i n ,  I have j ust been talk i n g  
to M r. Morton. I ' m  schedu led t o  go i n  t h e  f i rst week o f  
J u ly. I t's my i ntention  to b e  out there t h e n .  I h o p e  t o  
take a l o o k  a t  that p lant; I hope to take a l ook a t  a 
couple of other p lants, because people have talked 
about the setup bei ng  somewhat d i fferent between 
plants and I hope to take that t i me to l ook at them very 
i ntensively. S u re I i ntend to, but I haven't done so yet. 

MR. J.  JOHNSTON: Alcan brought their  environ  men-

tal experts to Manitoba to talk with the environmental 
people in the Department in Manitoba. The previous 
M i n ister is here and he  is very aware of that.  They also 
i ntroduced our people to some of the most foremost 
and best environ mental experts in N orth America i n  
Chicago; they worked with them. They were i ntro
d uced to the people i n  C hicago because of what o u r  
people s h o u l d  b e  concerned and looki n g  f o r  a s  f a r  as 
the env i ro nment is  concerned i n  Man itoba. Alcan 
worked, as I said ,  very c losely and they want to over
come the environmental problem as I ' m  s u re the M in
ister does. Alcan doesn't real ly want an environ mental 
problem. The only th ing  they h ave against putt i ng  
refi neries i n  i s  env i ron mental problems, so they want 
to work to cure them as much as anybody else. 

The M i n ister h asn't seen the G rande Baie P lant. I 
w i l l  g ive h i m  a l i ttle descript ion.  If he stands i n  the 
front doorstep of th is  Legis lature and l ooks down to 
Portage Avenue,  it's that long and it's the width of 
twice this property p ractical ly. I t's g ot $90 m i l l i on of 
scrubbers in it .  Now, the Arvida Plant col lected about 
62 percent of the emissions when it was f i rst b u i lt; they 
got it u p  to 74. The new G rande Baie Plant was to 
catch 94 percent of the em issions and s i nce it's been 
in operat ion ,  i s  now col lect ing  97 percent of the emis
s ions.  What they don't  catch is when they o pen the 
potl i n e  ins ide the plant. 

They own acreage. They want four square m i les. 
T hey own all the acreage a round .  The M i n isters from 
our side, M r. J orgenson and others, went out to the 
farms,  took a look at the stock.  I happen to k n ow of a 
man i n  the Ba lmoral area who sold a bu l l  to somebody 
in that area seven years ago and has exami ned the 
teeth of that bul l  and foun d  them perfectly a l l  r ig ht. 
- ( I nterject ion)- H e's sti l l  performing ,  yes. They grow 
cabbages, petun ias; they g row everyth ing  all around  
the refinery. They do everyt h i n g  possib le to overcome 
the environmental problems. 
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N ow, it's very obvious to m e t hat the M i n ister and h i s  
i mmediate staff and other M i n isters i n  th is  govern
ment h aven't take the time to find those th ings  out. 
They haven't been down there to see what would 
actual ly be com i n g  to Man itoba, and the other th ing is  
it's very very strange to me that somebody from the  
Land Use Committee or  Department,  staff of the Land 
Use, is doing a study on  where it would be best or  
where they t h i n k  the refinery cou ld  go other than 
Bal moral,  when in  the Department of  E nv i ronment 
there are a group of peopl13 that worked on  th is  for two 
years and h ave more k nowledge than anybody else i n  
the govern ment. N ow, I fai l  to u nderstand why those 
people are not i n volved and I . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister on  a point 
of order. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I rise to a point of order on  th is  
because I d i d  say that staff from the Department of 
M u n ic ipal Affairs, staff from the Department of Env i r
o n ment, who do provide tec h n i ca l  advice to the Pro
vi ncial  Land Use Committee, were in fact asked to g ive 
us a q u ick  rundown of those areas where the env i r
onmental i mpact m i g ht be lessened with respect to 
water and other t h i n gs. I d i d  i n d i cate that to the 
other member. 
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MR. J.  JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  then those people are 
work i n g  to g ive advice to the M i n ister, but you k now 
I ' m  very d isappointed to say the least and I know the 
M i n ister wi l l  get u p  and say it's only been s ix months, 
but I can assu re you that Alcan was j ust champing at 
the bit to have anybody from Manitoba to go down and 
see what the i r  new refinery is  l ike, h ow it was b u i lt, 
take a look at the a lumina  i nstead of bauxite t h at's 
com ing i n ,  a l l  of the t h i ngs that they have accom p
l ished over the years i n  bu i ld ing th is  new ref inery and 
yet it  hasn't been done. 

The M i n ister is going down to see it ,  but I would l i ke 
to suggest two t h ings: go d own and see it ,  and I t h i n k  
you'd better start t o  get you r hydro arrangement i n  
p lace before y o u  start talk ing  about location because 
it appears at the present t ime that there cou l d  be a 
d isagreement in the d iscussions between Alcan and 
the government as to the Hydro arrangements and I 
assure you that's the m ost i m portant, because, you 
k now, i f  you're going to b u i l d  a $700 m i l l ion  refinery 
and 40 percent of the cost of making a l u m i n u m  is 
hydro, you're not go ing to spend $700 m i l l ion and get 
your water turned off tomorrow. 

N ow, the M i n i ster seems to be overlook ing  the fact 
that it  was not a g ive away. We weren't g iv ing away 
Hydro. They were payi ng their  share as part of o u r  
agreement. The agreement worked down from there 
as to the n u m ber  of years, etc . ,  etc. Has he  got another 
company t hat's w i l l i ng  to put that k i n d  of money i nto 
the Province of Manitoba? I m i g ht add that Alcan was 
the only one that kept moving ahead; Alcan was the 
only one that spent m oney to f ind out that it  was 
feasi ble to put a plant in the m i dd le  of Canada. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H onourable Member for T u rtle 
Mountain.  

M R . B RANSOM: Yes, M r. Chairman,  the Mem ber for 
Sturgeon Creek raised a good point. What i s  the po int 
of being i nvolved in site selection unt i l  the M i n ister 
k nows whether he's go ing to have an agreement, 
whether he  can ag ree at least in pr inc ip le on  the type 
of arrangement to supply power, because the pr inci
pal reason that Alcan is  here is because there was that 
agreement i n  pr inc ip le on the power arrangement. 
What is  the point of working on site selection u nt i l  he 
has that agreement i n  pr inc iple,  whatever i t  m ight be? 

HON. W. PARAS I U K: I sa id ,  we have j ust taken a 
cursory l ook .  It is certainly not the i ntention of the 
negotiat ing group to get g reat detai l  on environmental 
i mpact or  socioeconomic i m pact. O u r  m ajor  task is  to 
l ook at the power arrangement, and the Mem ber for 
Sturgeon Creek says, why are you i nterested in the 
economics? When we met with Alcan,  they said the 
economi cs are such that, i f  you locate i n  the centre of 
the conti nent that we have to have owners h i p  of  a 
plant. T hey said the econom ics are such that we have 
to have ownershi p  and we said, okay, fine, we wi l l  l ook  
at  that whole matter. What i s  the economic  i m perative 
that leads you to say that you have to have ownersh ip? 
That is exactly what we have been doing.  

When I met with the Pres ident of Alcan on Janu ary 
29th - he  had come on stream j ust at the beg inn ing  of 
January - the new President, the other one was going 
out and that was known when I took office. I decided 

to wait unti l  he  came on stream. We arranged a meet
ing ,  got together. The m arket was soft, so we said,  i s  
there u rgency wi th  respect to any of these t h i ngs and 
it was decided that we could proceed on this basis, 
wh ich  is what we are doing.  

I certainly want to take the t ime to do exactly what 
the member  suggests. I want to go look at the G rande 
Baie P lant. I want to take the t ime to spend on that, not 
j ust i nterm i ttently, but to spend some detai led time on 
i t .  I ' m  gett ing very close to do ing t hat and wasn't 
chang ing the t im ing of any decisions. When the 
member says it i s  i mportant to deal  with the power, I 
ag ree. When he says I should get Hydro doing work, I 
have been having them do work. You k now, if they 
own a p iece of a plant, does that i mpact the system or 
not? They h adn't done m u ch work on that; they hadn't 
been that i nvolved i n  that aspect, that was someth ing  
that had yet to  be  done. 

I a m  j ust saying I asked those q u estions. I spent 
q uite a b it  of time on them and t h at i s  w hat we are 
doing now. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman,  i f  I could ask the 
M i n ister, have Hydro off icials recom mended i n  pr in
c ip le a concept of having Alcan own an und iv ided 
m i nority i nterest i n  a power stat ion? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: In d iscussions w ith  the Hydro's 
m anagers, I said,  from Hydro's perspective, what is 
the best situation. They said,  from Hydro's perspec
t ive, the best situation is  that i t  rema in  a pub l ic ly 
owned i ntegrated system ,  but that the negotiat ions 
h ad been and were carried out by the government and 
they would await govern ment i nstructions i n  th is 
respect. In terms of what m i g ht be cal led the Hydro 
posit ion, that's the posit ion they took, althou g h  they 
said they would l ook and see how they could l ive with 
any arrangement. That i s  the posit ion we are deal ing 
with.  

3054 

M R .  B. RANSOM: Have Hydro off ic ials told the M i n is
ter that the hydro users of Manitoba woul d  be better 
off with Manitoba Hydro owning the fac i l ity as opposed 
to Alcan owni n g  the faci l ity? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  What has h appened is  that they 
have looked at it from d ifferent perspectives - d ifferent 
g ro u ps with in  Hydro have looked at the whole q ues
t ion from d i fferent perspectives - and g iven the d iffer
ent perspective you look at, the i mpacts are i ndeed 
d i fferent. What we asked Hydro to do is  to take a l l  
those d i fferent perspectives, sit down as a whole 
group,  br ing together the systems operation and the 
resources plann ing ,  sit a l l  the groups down and spend 
t i me sort ing all that out so that we cou ld  come up with 
a consistent, coherent Hydro position on th is .  That is 
what they are doing.  

MR. B. RANSOM: Mr. Chai rman, the NOP elect ion 
campaign document which h as been referred to many 
t i mes, "Pol ic ies of the Manitoba New Democratic 
Party ,"  said,  "The N O P  w i l l  not al low Alcan ownershi p  
o f  a hydro-electric p lant. Energy development, not 
energy g iveaways, are the pol icy with g reatest benefit 
to futu re generations of Manitobans." Can the M i n is
ter identify, on the basis of information that i s  avail-
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able to h i m ,  if there were energy g ive aways entered 
i nto or about to be entered i nto by the previous Con
servative Government? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I f  there were g iveaways, I would 
hope through  the negot iat in g  process to turn that 
around.  The j udgment as to g iveaways depends on  
the facts and I would l i ke to  be  afforded the opportun
ity, either with respect to aspects of an I nter-Tie or 
aspects of an Al  can project, to negotiate those aspects 
and come back and table them.  O n e  could look a'., 
make the judg ment and the judgment maybe is i n  the 
eye of the beholder with respect to the buy-back pro
vision, whether in fact the buy-back provis ion should 
have been one with respect to a depreciated book 
value o r  whether i t  shou ld  be full m arket value, fa ir  
market value or replacement value.  People would 
make d i fferent judgments about  that.  

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Chairman, I would l i ke to spe
cif ical ly note what it was about the agreement which 
the Conservative Governm ent h ad been negot i at i n g  
w i t h  Alcan that the M i n ister w i l l  i dentify a s  a g ive
away of energy resources. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I have raised th is  i n  the Pub l ic  
Ut i l i ties Committee. I was j u st l ooki n g  at what had 
been negotiated and when you don't have any n ot ion 
of what the buy-back value should be for a Hydro 
plant that Manitoba may need in the future and I 
poi nted out ,  that is a problem . I f ,  i n  fact, the Member 
for Sturgeon Creek says, wel l ,  they put $600 m i l l i on 
up ,  but i n  the future it costs Manitoba $ 1 0  b i l l ion  or 
$15 b i l l ion  to rega in  that plant and if there are any type 
of penalty i mpl icat ions with respect to the smelter 
itself, wh ich  again  h aven't been calculated, some 
people m i g ht cal l  that a g iveaway. I don't want to 
prej u dice the negotiations and d iscussions of th is  
side. I wi l l  just lay out poss ib i l it ies and not make 
comment on  it .  

M R .  B .  R A N S O M :  M r. Cha i rman ,  it 's becom i n g  
obvious that t h e  M i n ister is i n capable o f  i dentify ing 
the g iveaway. H e  sa id ,  f i rst of  a l l ,  i f  there were g ivea
ways, that wou l d  be on the record. He said,  if there 
were g iveaways. N ow he said,  some people m ay cal l  
them g iveaways. 

Mr. Cha i rman ,  the New Democratic Party cal led 
them g iveaways and the M i n ister is obviously a 
member of that New Democratic Party. He said that 
the Conservatives were g iv ing away resources. I want 
to k now what those g iveaways were specif ical ly. What 
are we ta l k i n g  about i n  the range of what was bein g  
given away, because t h e  M i n ister hasn't been able to 
identify it  here? H e  hasn't been able to identify it  with 
respect to I M C ;  he  hasn't been able to i dentify i t  with 
respect to M a nFor; he hasn't been able to identify it  
with respect to the Western Power Gr id .  Where are 
these g iveaways that the N ew Democrat ic Party 
charged were bei n g  made? We want to talk about 
specifics. We are n ot in the election campaig n  any
more, let's hear what the specifics are. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: We obviously are i n  the election 
campaign and the mem ber wants to rel ive the election 
campaig n .  I have said that, at the appropriate t i me, I 

w i l l  document those t h ings,  I ' l l  lay them on the table. I 
am i n  the process of negotiat i ng  r ight n ow. I am n ot 
prepared to lay those items down on the table r ight 
now, but there is  enough documentat ion to i nd icate 
problems that cou ld  be termed g iveaways. When I use 
the term,  i f  there were g iveaways, I did that, n ot to say 
that t here weren't g iveaways or problems that could 
be seen as g iveaways by people,  but rather not to 
prej u dice the negotiat ing process. I don't want to 
prejud ice the negotiat ing process; it  i s  not my i ntent. 

The member on the other s ide - ( I nterjectio n ) - we 
put that stuff out with respect to certai n  general th ings 
that  have taken place i n  the past and appeared to be 
tak i n g  place. We had n o  access to some of th is  mate
r ia l ;  we have better access to i t  now. We had no access 
to what had taken place in the negotiati n g  process; we 
have better access to that now. We d id n't k now what 
the terms and the condit ions were with respect to 
Repap; we d idn 't k now what the terms and the condi
t ions were with respect to the Western I n ter-Tie;  we 
d idn ' t  k n ow what the backgroun d  was with respect to 
the Western I nter-Tie; we d i d n't  k now when that doc
u ment was written .  - ( I nterject ion ) - No, we d id n't 
and all I a m  say ing  is  that n ow we h ave been g i ven  the 
mandate by the people of M a nitoba to negotiate the 
best deal possib le. We are try ing to do that, M r. 
Cha irman ;  that is our  i ntention .  

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  that's not good 
enough.  This M i n i ster n ow doesn't want to negotiate 
i n  pub l ic .  He says, what we are d o i n g  is n egot iat i n g  i n  
pub l ic and ask i n g  h i m  to negotiate i n  p u b lic ,  when a l l  
we're ask ing to do is  su bstantiate some of the posi
tions that they have taken prev iously, to substantiate 
them or to tel l  us  whether they are sti l l  in p lace. 

When they were in O pposit ion they cont i n uously 
cal led for pub l ic  negotiat ions,  cont i n u ou sly. There is  
another letter, M r. Cha i rman ,  s igned by H oward R .  
Pawley and that was J une 1 3th ,  1 981 , and he  e n d s  u p  
the last paragraph and says, " D o n  C ra ik  shou ld  
accept the ca l l  for  pub l ic  hearings made by V ic  
Schroeder, MLA for  Rossm ere, and supported by the 
Free Press." That's what the n ow Premier  of the prov
i nce was cal l i n g  for. He was cal l i n g  for pub l ic  hearings 
o n  the agreements that were being negotiated by the 
Conservative Government. 
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N ow, th is  M i n ister does n 't even want to i dentify 
t h i n gs that are of concern to h i m  i n  documents that 
have basically been made pub l ic .  What i s  go ing o n ,  
M r. C hairman? What h a s  happened to t h i s  Govern
ment in moving from Opposit ion i nto Government? 
T hey've changed their posit ions completely. Let me 
tel l  you, M r. Cha irman,  they can't substantiate the 
charges that were m ade. T hey said that there were 
g iveaways i n  potash .  The potash resource was bein g  
g iven away. 

Yesterday in th is  House, the M i n i ster acknowl
edged, although he doesn't want to talk about the 
deta i ls  of it ,  he acknowledged that the concerns which 
the government has are those concerns w hich  were 
raised by the negotiators for the prev ious govern
ment. H e  said that the positions bein g  put forward on 
the table by their govern ment are the posit ions that 
were bei n g  put forward by the previous g overnment.  I 
asked h i m  if he was plan n i n g  to change royalties and 
they are only looki n g  at  that. 
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Well ,  when we l i stened to the Mem ber for R ossmere 
for the last two years, they k now that they wanted to 
change royalt ies, r i g ht then .  We haven't seen a b i l l  i n  
here t o  change the royalty structure, to stop the 
g iveaway that the Conservatives were supposedly 
u ndertak i ng .  They tal ked about the G ri d  as being  'pie 
in the sky,' someth ing  that was never going to fly. I t  
would n't work. N ow, th is  i s  what they are trying  des
perately. to p u l l  off and to g ive an i n d i cation  from 
talk i n g  to the Federal Govern ment, that somehow 
they h ave advanced the negotiat ions further o n  the 
Western Power G rid ,  when they haven't. 

They talked about g iveaways at Trout Lake, M r. 
Chairman,  and th is  morn ing  i n  Man itoba M ineral 
Resou rces Committee, we learned from the President 
of Manitoba M i neral Resources, how that agreement 
had been negotiated and that Manitoba M ineral 
Resou rces h ad negotiated that agreement in the best 
i nterests to the corporat ion and the best i nterests of 
the people of Manitoba. Their  gu idel i n e  was that they 
m ust arrive at a better arrangement than would h ave 
been the case if they had gone it on their  own. 

The now F i rst M i n i ster of th is  provi nce has al leged 
that the Conservative Party gave away $90 m i l l i o n  
worth of profit w i t h  respect t o  Trout Lake. What abso
l ute nonsense. The Pres ident of the Manito ba M i neral 
Resou rces set that stra ight in the Committee th is  
morn i ng and the M i n ister never m ade one peep to try 
and d isprove what the President of Man itoba M i neral 
Resources said. 

The F i rst M i n ister said,  in another of his New Demo
cratic Party rags over a year ago, that we had g iven 
away the forestry resources and the east side of Win
n ipeg through the Abit ib i  Agreement and cut out l ocal 
operators. Dozens of local operators had lost the i r  
r ights to cut t im ber. That was the f i rst resource g ivea
way, they said.  Wel l ,  when the M i n i ster of Natural 
Resources was q uest ioned in h is department, how 
many operators were cut out because of that? What 
was the answer, M r. Cha i rman? None.  The M i n ister 
told the Committee that the r ights of the operators had 
been protected u nder the agreement. 

Where are a l l  the resource g iveaways that the New 
Democratic Party a l leged were tak i n g  place? Do you 
remember that ad o n  telev is ion ,  Mr .  Chairman,  per
haps, with the big cake and the guy with the big c igar? 
That was before they put the extra tax on ,  I guess, 
when some people could still afford big c igars. There 
was a g uy with a b ig  c igar and k n ife and cutt ing out a 
p iece of Mani toba and g iv ing it away. Wel l ,  these are 
the k inds of t h i n gs, Mr. Chairman,  that those c harges 
were based upon .  We are learn i n g  now that there's 
absolutely not h i n g  to those charges, not a th ing  to 
them, N ow, th is  M i n ister doesn't want to talk about the 
detai ls .  Wel l ,  I can u nderstand why he  doesn't want to 
talk about the detai ls, because he  can't i dentify the 
resource g iveaways. So, M r. Chairman,  it  appears that 
the govern ment s i mply is not advanc ing the poss ib i l
ity of bri n g i n g  the smelter to Man itoba. 

What we have learned from the contradictory 
statements that have been made by th is  M i n i ster and 
by the M i n i ster of the Env i ron ment, from what we 
k now about past negotiat ions that h ave taken p lace 
and what we have heard from the Mem ber for Thomp
son about the considerations of the external ities and 
the d isexternal it ies that are bei ng  taken i nto consid-

erat ion ,  I would l i ke to t h i n k  that the M i n i ster real ly 
was negotiat ing  and moving ahead and that he was 
work i n g  in the best i nterests of the people of Mani
toba,  but he hasn't demonstrated that to me to th is  
po int ,  Mr .  Chairman. 

MR. C H A I R MAN: T he H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for 
Tuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Mr. Chairman,  in response to a 
q uest ion which I asked with i n  the f i rst couple of weeks 
of the Session,  the M i n ister i n d i cated that the prepara
t ion of the environmental i m pact statement and the 
socioeconomic i mpact statement on  behalf  of or  by 
the A l u m i n u m  Company of Canada was proceedi ng.  
N ow, that's some months ago.  Recently, sometime 
wi th  the last three or fou r weeks, the M i n ister of  the  
Env i ron ment, I bel ieve, i n d icated that the preparation 
of those i mpact statements on behalf of the proponent 
of the al u m i n u m  smelter had been completed. I 
wonder if the M i n i ster could i nd icate if the govern
ment's analysis or  response to those i mpact state
ments has also been completed at th is  point i n  t ime? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  The i m pact assessments are 
carried out by the M i n ister of the Env i ronment.  The 
way the p rocess is  work i ng is that, i f  there is going to 
be a n  arrangement with respect to power if, i n deed, 
we get j ust the u nderstand ing from Al can as to how i t  
covered the wat,erfront w i th  respect to  sites, how they 
arr ived at their  d ecis ion ,  that if the agreement is  made 
with respect to power,  in a sense at that stage I wi l l  not 
act as a person who j udges the environment in deta i l .  
T hat' l l  be done by  the  envi ron mental i mpact, because 
i n  terms of having arranged the agreement on the 
power aspects, said ,  yes,  the econ o m ics are such and 
th is  i s  the way the power agreement m akes more 
sense if we can reach that type of agreement.  I m p l i c
it ly by that negotiat i ng  process, I am the proponent as 
wel l .  That's why that environmental i mpact review 
process w i l l  be done by that other group,  wh ich  I t h i n k  
i s  the best way i n  wh ich  i t  c o u l d  happen.  People could 
have some other judgments o n  that ,  but  that's the way 
it w i l l  be proceed ing .  
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M R .  G. FILMON: M r. Chai rman,  I am sorry if I i m p l ied 
that the M i n ister or  h is department would be respon
s ib le  for that. I recogn ize the relat ionshi p  and I agree 
with the relationsh i p  because that's precisely the 
man ner in  wh ich  we had set it  up so that the then 
M i n ister, the Member  for R ie l  at  the t i me, was i n  effect 
negotiat ing on the same aspects of the project as th is  
M i n ister is.  As M i n ister responsible for the env i ron
ment,  it  was my responsib i l ity to ensure that the 
assessment of the environmental i mpact statement, 
a n d  i n  cooperat ion wi th  other department,  the  
assessment of the social economic  i m pact statement 
were carr ied out and that the whole p u bl i c  review 
process and so on. What I am say i n g  is, I am more or 
less ask i n g  at this stage, s ince th is  is the M i n ister 
responsib le for the mega projects and perhaps I am i n  
the wrong area but i t ' l l  save u s  gett i ng  i nto i t  i n  the 
M i n ister's salary, what I am ask i n g  is  for a progress 
report. K n owing that there is a need for an i n terdisci
p l i nary review of the i m pact statements, I am say ing, 
has that i nterdisci p l i nary review been done, either by 
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the ad hoe com mittee of Deputy M i n isters or their  
appointees or  whatever special ist you brin g  to bear on  
it because that was the process. I bel ieve that process 
has been tak ing  place concurrently with the Alcan 
statement preparat ion .  So what is the status of that at 
the moment? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: They may have done some 
work on it, b ut the point is  that we were proceedi n g  
and t h e  p rocess is  that we w i l l  conduct these negotia
tions with respect to the power aspect. I f  we can cor.
clude someth ing ,  then the very detailed look at the 
environ ment would proceed from that point .  I t h i n k  
t h e  M i n ister of the E nvironment i n dicated that i f  some 
arrangement is arrived at, then the very detai led 
review would be triggered. I bel ieve that there has 
been a lot of m aterial subm itted, but I don't know if  it's 
all com plete yet . I k now some work h as been done i n  
reviewi n g  i t  and I th ink  that the previous admi n istra
t ion was contemp lating  p ro bably br ing ing i n  a few 
people and do ing that detai led review on it. T hat does 
trigger off some expenditures and one is trying  to be 
judicious in al locat ing those expenditures. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Chairman, the reason I expressed 
the concern is two fold. ( 1 )  Acknowledg ing  that any 
review of the i m pact statements is  dependent upon, of 
course, the site select ion ;  the i m pact statements, as 
they exist, would on ly be site specific to the Balmora l  
area. (2) The fact that review m i g ht requ i re, even 
ass u m i n g  we'd br ing in outside expertise, anywhere 
from th ree to six m o nths.  I t  seems to me that i t  i s  not 
u n reasonable for the various aspects of the govern
ment p rocess to carry on  concurrently, side by side, 
( 1 )  the negotiati ng  p rocess with respect to the power 
agreement and the overall f inancia l  agreements 
between the govern ment and A lean; and (2) the envir
onmental and socioeconomic i mpact assessments, so 
that we wouldn't  u n duly delay the entire 'process by 
wait ing for one to be completed before you start the 
other ,  recogn iz ing  as I say, there's three to six months 
of work to be done.  

HON. W. PARASIUK: I had ind icated that, i n  o u r  d is
cussions with Alcan about what they thought  their  
t iming m ight be,  g iven the softness of the market, i t  
appeared that there was certa in ly  sufficient and the 
fact that they have deferred capacity to be bu i lt .  I t  is  
not as if ours is the next plant that would be bu i lt .  They 
h ave some plants that would be bu i lt  that have been 
deferred, expansion.  That, in terms of any type of 
u rgency,  our u n derstanding,  and I am certa in ly  going 
t o  ra ise t h i s p o i n t  a g a i n  w i t h  M r . M o rt o n  
-( I nterject ion)- wel l ,  there's a n  u rgency for Man i
toba, but if A lean doesn't b u i ld because of the market 
and that's what I said was the factor and one m ay 
disagree but from what I can gather from them,  we are 
proceed ing  without any problems, in terms of t im ing 
or i mpact on  any type of  bu i ld ing date. 

I t h i n k  that the staff are doing some i nternal work, 
but I ' l l  h ave to c heck with the M i n ister of the Environ
ment on that. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Chairman,  my u n derstanding 
from Alcan's viewpoint is that they are worki n g  toward 
a t imetable. Th is  is  from i nformation I 've read exter-

na l ly  and also i nternal ly on the subject; that is, from 
outside publ ications that they are worki n g  on a t imet
able of achieving certa i n  smelti ng  capacity. You 
k now, 5 years, 10 years, 20 years and so on  down the 
road and therefore today's world market for metals, 
specif ical ly a l u m i n u m ,  is  really not a factor. What is  a 
factor is their  own t imetable for achievin g  a smelt ing 
capacity of X or  2X or whatever, at a certai n point  in 
t ime.  So u nless they've changed that posit ion,  then I 
would t h i n k  that they are sti l l  anxious to meet their  
t imetable. 

My other q uestion  is  with respect to a response that 
the M i n i ster gave to the Member for Stu rgeon Creek 
when he  i n dicated that the committee that had been 
set up to look for sites, or  to study the whole problem 
of site selection with respect to an al u m i n u m  smelter 
were g iven certa i n  parameters, among them bein g  
water a n d  environmental pol l ut ion,  is  that what the 
M i n ister d id  say earlier? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I t h i n k  I had gone through a 
n u m ber  of items that had been looked at, g ravel dep
osits, avai lab i l ity of rail l i nes, natural gas, transporta
t ion,  economics, g ro u ndwater, environmental aspects, 
agricu l ture, labou r force, i n frastructure i n  terms of 
what the com m u n ity i nfrastructure is ,  avai lab i l i ty of 
Hydro and population density. Those were the types 
of th i ngs that they looked at and were able to look at 
d ifferent sites. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for La Verendrye. 

MR. R.  BANMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I have a 
few comments to m ake at th is  t ime. This M i n ister and 
this govern ment have been i n  power for some six 
months now and should have by now had a c hance to 
review the different th ings that were left on  their table 
when they took office. I m ust say after the q uest ion ing  
of the last coup le  of  days and wi th  the events that have 
happened in the last couple of months, in particu lar  to 
the q uestions raised by the M em ber  for T u rt le Moun
tain over the last  few days, something  has become 
abundantly clear. I guess we, as polit icians, deserve 
very often the reputat ion that the p u bl ic  g ives us.  
From what we've seen here i n  the last couple of weeks, 
I m ust say, don't add to the already low opin ion many 
people have of us. 

We have seen,  for instance, the M i n ister of Natural 
Resou rces d ispel the accusations of the now Premier 
about the Ab i t ib i  A g reement g i veaway by t h i s  
g overnment's M i n i ster o t  Natural Resou rces, admit
ting that no  q uota holders real ly were adversely 
affected. The Leader of the O pposit ion then , the now 
Premier, accused t h is government of a bunch  of 
g iveaways; we foun d  out that is  not factual .  We 
noticed that in q u estion ing  for Potash from th is  par
t icular M i n ister, whose Est imates are before us  r ight 
now, t hat real ly they're proceedi n g  on  a lmost exactly 
the same l ines as far as the same concerns that the 
previous M i nister was proceed ing  with. In  other words, 
some of the concerns that th is  M i n ister was briefed by 
the previous M i n ister are being carried on and con
d ucted in the same manner. 
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This  morn ing we had the revelation of the m uc h  
touted g iveaway b y  the N ew Democratic Party that 
was used up in F l in  Flon. My goodness, i f  I d idn't hear 
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it one t i me, I heard it 1 00, about the g iveaway at Trout 
Lake. T h is morn i n g  we heard the Chairman,  the Gen
eral  Manager of Man itoba New M i neral Resou rces 
real ly say ing  that it  wasn't the case and th is  M i n ister 
stood by, as the Mem ber for Turt le Mountai n said and ,  
"d idn't refute that  at a l l . "  So there was no g iveaway at 
Trout Lake. 

We've talked about Alcan here tonig ht. After six 
months this M i n ister says, when asked to document 
the g iveaways that the previous ad m i n istration was 
involved i n ,  he says "if there were any g iveaways." 
T h is is after six m o nths, Mr. Cha i rman.  Th is  is after 
we've j ust come through an election where the pie was 
being cut up and the whole province was bein g  g iven 
away. We have yet to see any major g iveaways and I 
want to say to you , Mr .  Chairman,  one of the th ings 
you have to appreciate i n  pol it ics, it  doesn't matter 
what s ide of the H ouse you're o n ,  i s  that i f  you h ave 
somet h i n g  to h i t  your opponent over the head with ,  I ' l l  
tell you  I ' m  sure that th is  M i n ister has  had  people 
go ing t h rough f i les fast and fur ious trying  to dig up all 
k inds of th ings  that he  could t h row at us  d u r i n g  t h is 
Session.  There's no q uestion about it. 

What has happened here is that the one revelation 
that absolutely amazed me toni g ht is that they are 
even explori ng  the possi b i l ity of a jo int  venture for the 
owners h i p  of a hydro-electric plant.  The M i n ister says 
he hasn't ru led that out.  T hat was one of the  b ig  p lat
forms of the New Democrat ic Party i n  the last elect ion .  
So we've seen,  Mr .  Chairman,  someth i n g  I don't t h i n k  
that a n y  member o f  the New Democrat ic Party shou ld  
be very proud about  and I ,  as  a member of the Legis la
tu re, am not very proud about with the except ions of 
maybe a few d ifferences i n  approach that th is  M i n i ster 
i s  goi n g  to come up with .  We've seen h e re wi th  the 
Trout Lake th ing ,  wh ich  is so b lack and wh i te ,  that you 
real ly can't argue it, that there was no pol it ical i nter
ference. T here was no g iveaway; that wasn't the man
date of them, yet they went around the prov ince and 
heralded that as bei ng  a b ig  g iveaway by the Conser
vative Party. 

Mr. Cha i rman,  I have to say that I k now there w i l l  be 
d i fferences of o p i n i o n  of how to deal with the particu
lar Alcan project, h ow to deal with the Hydro project. 
That w i l l  always be there because it i s  a 35-year 
agreement and i f  any of us had a crystal bal l ,  we could 
sit down and l ook  at it  to make s u re that the provi nce's 
best i nterests were served in 35 years from now, s u rely 
we' l l  do it. The caution by govern ments of any pol it ical 
stripe h as been heig htened by such t h i n gs as the 
Newfou ndland-Quebec problem, by such t h i n gs that 
have h appened in this province with CFI and other 
th i ngs, so everybody is  very very cautious in deal i ng 
with th is .  

I want to say to th is  M i n i ster and to mem bers of the 
New Democratic Party, we have had some very sh in
i ng examples, the Trout Lake one, the Abit ib i  Agree
ment, now the Potash and even the Alcan.  We f i nd  out 
that real ly they are not that far apart from what was 
happe n i n g  prev iously and I th i n k  it  doesn't augur  wel l  
in the p u bl ic's m i n d  as to whether or  not the pol it ic ians 
in th is  part icu lar  House are real ly of the cal i b re that we 
shou ld  be. I don't t h i n k  it's a very p roud t ime i n  my 
pol it ical career to see a n u m ber of these th i ngs that 
were touted so h igh ly  by this govern ment d u ri ng the 
last provincia l  election to see now that the truth on  a 

n u m ber of these th ings h as come out and the true 
facts are revealed. 

So I say to the M i n ister in charge of Energy and 
M i nes, I 'm here for  one reason ,  I want to see th is  
province move ahead. I don't want to see any major 
g iveaways of anyth ing and that has never been my 
i ntent ion .  I wou ld n't be in th is  Legis lat u re i f  I d id n't 
want to make s u re that I could contri bute some of my 
God-given talents to try and make this a better prov
i nce to l ive i n .  Goodness knows, I can make a lot more 
money i n  the pr ivate sector than s i tt ing  here i n  the 
eve n i n g  and many of the members on  this s ide of the 
H o use as wel l  on  that s ide, I th ink ,  are in  that posi t ion .  
But  please, when we're deal i ng with these t h i n gs, let's 
not make i rresponsib le statements such as were made 
dur ing  the election which have n ow come to be truly 
false, Mr. Chairman.  

We are here to try get th is  province moving and it is 
my bel ief that t h i ngs such as potash, such t h i ngs as 
Alcan negotiated properly, and I say aga i n ,  t here is n o  
way you c a n  crystal-bal l i t .  Maybe 35 years from now 
there wil l  have been some m istakes made, but I want 
to say to h i m ,  better to make a few small errors and get 
some of these t h i ngs happening than sit on a l l  these 
t h i n gs and not see anyth ing  happen, because after a l l  
that is the way business has  been done t h rough  the 
ages i n  th is  p rovi nce and everywhere else.  I f  some
body doesn't take a l i tt le chance every n ow and then,  
noth ing  woul d  happen.  I would u rge the M i n ister to do 
everyt h i n g  wit[l i n  h i s  power to get these part icu lar  
t h ings mov ing  so that the jobs that wi l l  f low from them 
wi l l  benefit a l l  of Man i toba and not any part icu lar  
group or any part icu lar segment of society. 

3058 

M R .  C H A I R MAN: 1 . ( a) (2 ) -pass;  1 . (a ) (3 )  Other  
Expendi tures-pass; 1 . (b)  Admin istrative Services: 
1 . (b) ( 1 )  Salaries-pass; 1 . ( b) (2) Other Expenditures
pass;  1 . ( c)  M a n itoba E nergy C o u n c i l :  1 . ( c )  ( 1 )  
Salaries-pass; 1 .  (c) (2) Other Expenditures-pass; 
1 . (d )  M a nitoba Energy Authority: 1 . ( d) ( 1 )  Salaries
pass; 1 . (d ) (2) Other Expenditu res-pass. A ppropria
t ion No. 2. Energy; 2 . (a) ( 1 )  Salaries. 

T he Honourable Member for Turtle Mounta in .  

M R .  B.  RANSOM: This  perhaps isn't exactly the cor
rect p lace to ask th is  q uest ion ,  M r. Cha irman,  but I 
don't t h i n k  it i s  go ing to m atter that m uch .  I n  ask i n g  
t h e  M i n ister i n  t h e  past about some o f  t h e  poss i b i l it ies 
with respect to the development of the ManOi l  Corpo
rat ion ,  there was one q uest ion wh ich  I h ad fai led to 
fol low up on  and that was that, aga in  in the N ew 
Democrat ic Party elect ion docu ment, they h ad made 
reference to ManOi l ,  say ing that the New Democrat ic 
Party Government would establ ish ManOi l .  T h is oi l  
and gas corporat ion wou ld explore for oi l  and gas i n  
Manitoba with the he lp o f  jo int  ventures with Sask O i l ,  
Petro-Canada, cooperatives a n d  Canadian-owned 
corporations. 

N ow, Mr.  Chairman, I k now the M i n i ster has said 
t h at he wil l  not be i ntroduc ing legislation or  establ ish
i ng ManOi l  th is  year, but  th is  is another pol icy that I 
wou ld l i ke to k now, if the M i n ister can g ive an answer. 
I s  this go ing  to be the pol i cy of the g overn ment that 
they are specifically dea l ing  with Canadian corpora
t ions or are they go ing to expand that and be also 
looki n g  at the poss ib i l ity of doing jo int  ventu res with 
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non-Canadian corporations? 

MR. CHAIR MAN: The Honou rable M i n ister. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  I note that it says v irtual ly all the 
operators are h igh  Canadian ownersh ip  rate compan
ies in Man itoba to date. but  si nce sometimes the 
ownership ,  with people buyi ng  and sel l i n g  so fre
q uently shares between these companies, the exact 
Canadian content isn't totally k nown or totally defined. 
When I go to A lberta th is s u mmer, I certai n ly i ntend t•J 
talk with a n u m ber of parties. 

Certai n ly, I have had discussions with Chevron. I 
am n ot sayi ng  that I am going to do a joint venture with 
Chevron, but we h ave had general d iscussions about 
what they h ave been doing over a period of ti me. I 
k now that Chevron is not a Canadian-owned com
pany and they h ave been i n  M a nitoba for a long t ime. 
They h ave a lot of h istory and I certa in ly  i ntend to ta lk  
to them. I a m  not saying  that I w i l l  do a joint  ventu re, 
but I wouldn't  preclude a joint venture with them. Yes, 
I wou ld expand one element there, that we would talk 
to other parties. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for La Verendrye. 

M R .  R.  BANMAN: I n  the sett ing  up of ManOi l ,  is the 
government contemplating p u rchasing the shares or 
the m ajority shareholders of any com pany, either 
with i n  M a n itoba or  Canada? 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  I th ink  I answered that before. I 
t h i n k  it was the Member for Turtle M ou ntain who 
might h ave raised that or  the Member  for Arthur ,  I 
can't remem ber. But I said it was o u r  i ntention to 
u ndertake joint  ventures. That may entai l  p u rchasin g  
some shares. b u t  i t  i s  not o u r  i ntention a t  th is stage to 
buy somethi n g  out .  I don't prec lude that ,  but it is 
certai n ly not o u r  i ntention at th is stage. · 

M R .  R. BANMAN: I wonder if the M i n ister cou ld  
i nform the House whether there are any negotiat ions 
u nderway with any of the o i l  compan ies that are 
explorin g  or  have holdings with in  Man itoba, with 
regard to acq u i ri n g  a certa in n u m ber of shares or  
acquisit ion of  the company as a whole. 

HON. W. PARASIUK:  I t h i n k  negotiat ion at this stage 
would probably be too strong a word. We have 
received - and I raised this with the Crown I nvest
ments Department when that was d iscussed - a 
n u m ber of i nq ui ries from people who are active i n  
Man itoba. W e  i ntend t o  take some t i m e  a n d  m ake s u re 
we have the capabi l ity to go through that and sit down 
with them properly and assess a l l  these. So I t h i n k  
negotiat ion would be t o o  strong a word, b u t  w e  cer
ta in ly  h ave received a lot of very in terest ing  i nq u i ries 
from private corporations that are operatin g  in Mani
toba r ight now. 

M R .  R.  BANMAN: I wonder i f  the M i n ister would 
assure the H ouse, that in  the event that they d o  
acq u i re some shares, that w e  won't have people wit h i n  
government or  outside government get involved i n  t h e  
k i nd o f  t h i n g  that happened with Petro F i n a ,  where a 
n u m ber of people d i d  buy some shares on the k n ow!-

edge that the government was going to make the p u r
chase and of cou rse got i nvolved i n  a run  and made a 
su bstantial amount of money. I caution the M i n ister 
that th is  is  a very smal l  province and th ings have a way 
of gett ing a round .  I would h ate to see the government 
get invo lved i n  a situation where there were a few 
people who k new what was going to happen and 
benefit on  the market f rom a decision that was m aybe 
telegraphed or not kept total ly within the confines of 
the government offices. 

HON. W. PARASI U K :  I w i l l  take that concern in good 
faith ,  but at the same time, I do want to protect the 
wel l-earned reputat ion of the staff of the Department 
of Energy and M ines to date, because we have never 
had that situation. I have not done al l  the h istorical 
research ,  there may have been some d ifficu l ty with 
someth ing  l i ke th is back i n  1 956-57; I 'm not s u re. I w i l l  
have to d ig th rough  a l l  the o ld  f i les. Someone h as 
ind icated to me that there m i g ht have been some d iffi
cu lties then, but as far as I can recollect, go ing back 
for some n u m ber of years, m i nes people and petro
leum branch people who h ave access to i nformation 
have been d i l igent, total ly  d iscreet, total ly  respected. 
Their  performance, to date, has been of the h ig hest 
n ature and I certai n ly h ope that the member wasn't 
i m ply ing a nyth i n g  with respect to that staff. I don't 
t h i n k  he was, but I certa in ly  take h is  concern to heart 
and, g iven the performance of the staff to date, I don't 
expect anyth ing l ike that i n  the future. 

M R .  C H A I R MAN: 2 . ( a) ( 1 ) -pass;  2 . (a ) (2 ) - pass; 
2 . (a) -pass. 2.(b) Admin istration and Energy Pro
g ra m s :  2 . ( b) ( 1 ) S a l ar ies-pass; 2 . ( b ) ( 2 )  O t h e r  
Expenditures-pass; 2 . ( b) (3)  E nergy Efficient Hous
i ng Program-pass; 2 . ( b ) -pass. 2 . ( c )  C a nada
Manitoba Energy Agreement: 2 . (c) ( 1 )  Salaries-pass; 
2. (c) (2) Other Expenditures. 

The Member for Turt le M ou ntai n .  

MR. B.  RANSOM: I f  you would j ust advise w h at that 
su bstant ia l  i nc rease t here is u nder the  E nergy 
Agreement. 

Perhaps, there was one point that I passed over 
there, perhaps too q uickly .  I am s u re the M i n ister 
wou ldn't  m i n d  j ust say ing  a word about the E nergy 
Effic ient Hous ing Program perhaps, he even did i n  
h is i ntrodu ctory remarks - whether h e  i ntends to be 
looking at expand ing that in the future? I k now there's 
not that much money here, but perhaps the future. 

3059 

HON. W. PARAS I U K :  You were ask ing  about the 
Energy Efficient Housing Program, which was 2 . (b) (3)? 
O kay. 

It's 1 00 h omes. It is coming to an end.  We want to do 
an evaluation of i t  and we' l l  take a look.  At th is  part icu
lar stage, I can't com ment u nt i l  that evaluat ion.  

M R .  B .  RANSOM: The other i tem was the 2 . ( c ) ( 2) 
Other Expendi tures, where there is an extra m i l l ion .  
Maybe, there is  a footnote that explains that. There is  
a n  extra m i l l ion ,  approxim ately. 

HON. W. PARASIU K :  I n  my openi n g  statement, I 
i ndicated the d ifferent activity there. Th is  is an agree
ment that is  u n der way. I t's a bit more mature n ow, so 
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there w i l l  be more programmatic spend ing .  U n der  th is  
progra m ,  over the course of the year, we have had 
aga in  a fu l l  host of appl i cat ions u n der th is  program. 
These are presently being reviewed in accordance 
with the categories in my openi ng statement: i n d us
trial com mercial sector, transportation sector, resi
dential  sector and we're l ooki n g  at the agr icultural 
sector. We have a whole set of proposals in from 
d i fferent agencies, d i fferent g ro u ps, d i fferent i nd ivid
uals and they are a l l  bein g  l ooked at.  We d o  h ave an 
i ncrease i n  expend i ture of a s ign if icant natu re. This is 
cost-shared by the Federal G overnment and that 
would be o u r  i ntent. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: 2. (c) (2 ) -pass; 2. (c) -pass. 2 . (d )  
Canada-Man itoba E nergy Bus Agreement:  2 . ( d ) ( 1 )  
Salaries-pass; 2 .  ( d )  (2) Other Expenditures-pass; 
(d) -pass. T hat com pletes the items under Resol ut ion 
57.  

T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R ES O L V E D  t h at t here be 
granted to Her Majesty a s u m  not exceedi ng $3,01 0,000 
for E nergy and M ines, E nergy for the fiscal year end
i n g  the 3 1 st day of March, 1 983. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are cont i n u i n g  with Appropria
t ion No.  3. M i neral Resou rces. 3 . (a)  A d m i n istrat ion :  
3 . (a) ( 1 )  Salaries. 

The Honourable Member for Turt le Mounta i n .  

M R .  B RANSOM: M r. Chairman,  perhaps a general 
q uestio n  f i rst that the M i n ister can respond to before 
his staff come down. It would appear that t here are 
very few changes in this area. Is the M i neral Resou r
ces D iv is ion basical ly unchanged from last year i n  
terms o f  progra m m i n g ,  i n  terms o f  staff, i n  terms even 
of pol icy d i rect ion? 

HON. W. PARAS I U K :  At th is  stage, yes. I certa in ly 
would l ike to take a b it  of t ime over the course of the 
s u m mer agai n ,  because that's usual ly the t ime that  the 
government has a n d  the M i n i ster has to take a look at 
these types of t h ings.  We h ave made some adjust
ments onto the petro leum s ide because there's more 
activity there and more pressure there. Certain ly, that 
is an i nternal sh i ft. Agai n ,  we were o perat ing with in  
constraints with respect to the Budget and it was 
decided to do some i nternal rea l locations but basi
cally we are stayi n g  with the same pol icy, although  we 
have been doing work looking ,  as I i n d i cated earl ier, at 
the whole cycl i cal n ature of m i n i n g  and the i mpacts 
that has on i nd iv iduals,  on com m u ni ties, on i nfras
tructu re, on governments and on companies. 

I noticed a l ittle b lurb yesterday - I m i g ht even have 
it here - where it's reported in today's G lobe and Mai l  
that  the federal M i n ister, J u dy E ro la,  is say ing  that  the 
Federal Govern ment may help the j u n ior  m i n i n g  
i n dustry with tax concessions and other i ncentives. I 
had felt that the tax expend it u re pol i cy of the Federal 
Government tends to favou r the large com panies. It 
favours compan ies that have al ready, in a sense, done 
wel l ,  have cash f low and it d id n't provide m u ch assis
tance to the entrepreneurs. We have fou nd out that 
many major m i neral d iscoveries i n  Canada have, i n  
fact, been made b y  the smal l  entrepreneurs. 

So when I attended my f i rst M i nes M i n i sters' Con
ference, I made a specia l  po int  of th is .  I p ushed t h is 

very hard because the Federal Government  had taken 
the position that there were no s u bs id ies to the m i n i n g  
industry generally. I said that there were t h rough  the 
tax expend it u re side, but the benefit of the larger ones 
d i dn't benefit the smal l  entrepeneurs who were c loser 
to the f ie ld ,  had low overheads. I felt someth ing  had to 
done, so I am pleased that in th is  respect, there seems 
to be some i n d i cation  from the M i n ister that they are 
look ing towards mak ing some i mprovements there 
and I s incerely hope so. 

We also have launched a Federal-Provi ncial study 
with respect to look ing  at the whole m atter of cycles 
and shutdowns. We h ave had one in the past with 
B issett. When they shut down, there's a d i ff icu lty, 
when they start up, there's a d i ff icu lty. Again these 
relate to s i ng le-enterprise com m u n it ies. We launched 
it ,  in the f i rst i nstance, with respect to m i n i ng com
m u n it ies. I know that some of the M ines M i n isters who 
had other responsib i l ities at that M ines M i n i sters' 
meet ing i n d icated that they m i g ht l ike to see some 
act ivity l i ke th is  related to forestry or  other s ing le  
enterprise com m u nit ies, but  we are  try ing  to break 
some groun d  on the m i n i n g  side. H opefu l ly ,  we' l l  be 
able to come up with some concrete recom menda
tions for the Septem ber meet ing of the M ines M i n is
ters' conference and I h ope aga i n  at the federal level, 
especial ly on  the tax expen d iture side, that maybe 
some chan ges w i l l  be brought about in that respect. 
Certain t h i n gs can be written off, but other th ings  
can't be  written 9ff. I a m  hop ing that maybe the i m pact 
on i n d iv iduals, fami l ies, com m u n it ies ,  especial ly i n  
terms o f  houses o r  schools that have t o  b e  written off, 
may in fact be i ncluded so that companies may be able 
to contr ibute and have that written off. 

So, those are some of the t h ings that we would l ike 
to see happe n i n g  and haven't had that m uc h  t ime to 
do the overall review, but at this stage we are stay ing  
w i th  that wh ich  we i nherited. 

MR. B.  RANSOM: There were a couple of outstand i n g  
issues,  Mr .  Cha irman,  over the years that I woul d  j u st 
l ike to get an update o n  from the M i n ister, one that I 
am s u re you,  Mr .  Chairman,  woul d  be i nterested i n ,  
that was the q uestion o f  j ur isdict ion  a t  F l i n  F lan that 
was longstanding .  Has that been resolved? 

3060 

HON. W. PARASIUK: A d raft agreement wh ich  both 
provi nces had ag reed to in pr inc ip le was sent to Sas
katchewan on  February 1 9th .  I t  i ncl uded p rovisions 
for workers, safety and health, labour stan dards and 
relat ions, l icensing,  tradesmen and pens ion plans. A 
meet ing  with Saskatchewan counterparts or ig ina l ly 
schedu led for Apr i l  30th ,  1 982 has been postponed. I 
hope it won't be postponed that long ,  but I t h i n k  we 
are getti ng  close to sort ing  that one out .  Agai n ,  I can't 
tel l .  I w i l l  have to see what the new government  has to 
say on th is  matter. 

M R .  B. RANSOM: I gather at least there haven't been 
any problems there in the i nter im and that i t  looks l i ke 
it should be resolved. There also was the q uestion of 
the i n spection and safety, whether or not it  would l ie  
with the m in ing  i nspectors or  eng ineers or  whether it  
would go to health and safety. What has been u nder
taken in that area? 
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HON. W. PARASIUK:  I have made no decision on  
that ,  yet. I t  is  a n  i tem that I am consideri ng.  I haven't 
had enough t ime and I would like to go up n orth a bit 
on  this. I have had some d iscussions with staff. I woul d  
l i ke to consider i t  a b i t  more before I m a k e  a decision 
o n  it ,  but  i t  is  a s ubject for review a n d  i t  req u i res a 
decision I would th ink ,  sometime i n  the next three o r  
fou r  months. 

MR. B.  RANSOM: Could the M in ister g ive us  a : 1  
update on  what's happen ing  at B issett in  terms of t'1e 
m i n e  development there and perhaps some of the 
com m u n ity i nfrastructure as well, if  the Min ister is 
fami l iar  with that? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: I have a bit  of k nowledge of it .  
This is an area that is  bein g  u ndertaken by the Min ister 
of N orthern Affairs because it's u norganized territory, 
m ined withi n  his area with respect to the com m un ity 
i nfrastructure. I do k now that there are some, I th ink ,  
s ign ificant infrastructure q u estions to be dealt with 
yet. I don't t h i n k  they h ad been resolved before the 
change i n  government and they are compl icated by 
the fact that the future price of gold is  a bit  u npredic
table. I t h i n k  i t  may turn out that - and I hate talk i ng too 
m u c h  about th is  - but right n ow the price for go ld  is 
very very weak and it m akes it hard to make a l ong
term prediction regardi n g  that part icu lar  m i n i n g  
development -( I nterject ion)- Pardon? Yes. 

The maxim u m  production to date from the m i ne 
was 250 tons per day. They had been talk i n g  about 
someth ing  i n  the order of 550 tons per day and that 
had been planned for March, 1 982, but that has not 
been realized. So they are operat ing at 250 tons per 
day. 

I k now there is  some work that N orthern Affairs w i l l  
be  u ndertak ing  th is  summer w i th  respect to some of 
the com m u n ity i nfrastructure, but I t h i n k  it is  go ing to 
be a low level of i nfrastructure at this particu lar  stage, 
one that in a sense w i l l  not only meet the needs of the 
com m u n ity, meets the needs of the m ine, but not 
p lanned for any major expanded development of a 
com m u nity n ature there unt i l  we get a better idea of 
what the long-term future of that operation is.  

M R .  B.  RANSOM: M r. C hairman, I bel ieve I saw 
recently a release or i nformation concerni n g  the 
withd rawal from prospect ing of a n  area i n  the Potash 
zone where the Crown m ust hold r ights .  I presume 
that i s  s i mply to prevent people from go ing  in  a n d  
staki n g  a c l a i m  on  those pieces o f  ground .  

I a lso  understan d  from previous th ings that the M in
ister h as said t h at he  is  not p lann ing  to change the 
leas ing  of Crown r ights for oi l  and gas as the pol icy 
now stands.  Is there any plan to change the policy 
with respect to the ho ld ing of g ro un d  for metal l ic  
m i n erals exploration? 

HON. W .  PARAS I U K: This is  an area that  is  being 
reviewed. I certai n ly have n o  d isposit ion o n  i t  at th is 
part icu lar  stage. I would l ike to complete the review. 

MR. B. RANSOM: Could the M i n ister give us a f igu re 
of the a m o u nt of m oney which the province has real
ized in the l ast t h ree or fou r  years, s ince the leas ing  of 
Crown r ights for oi l  and gas was resumed? 
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HON. W. PARAS I U K: We wi l l  look for it ,  okay? Do you 
have any other q uestions? Could I bank that q u estion 
and I could get the answer for you? 

M R .  B.  RANSOM: I don't have many more q u estions, 
M r. Chairman.  I h ad the pr iv i lege of cou rse of bein g  
M i n ister o f  M ines for a couple o f  years i n  1 978-79 and I 
k now that the staff is extremely competent i n  that 
division, that the M i nister assures me as he  has that he 
hasn't tampered excessively with the programs that 
are u nderway, then there real ly  is  very l ittle necessity 
for me to get i nto any detai l  on  those items. It doesn't 
i nd icate any lack of i nterest in the i mportance of the 
m i neral resources to the province, but I have the as
sura nce that there haven't been changes i n  pol icy. 
There is very l ittle point of gett ing in to detai ls .  

HON. W. PARASIUK:  We have got tons of material ,  
but  we don't seem to h ave the c u m u l ative one.  I f  I 
could,  I could u ndertake to provide that i nformation to 
the member i n  the  normal  way. I w i l l  send it to h i m  i n  
writing, rather than reading i t  out i n  the H ouse. 

MR. B.  RANSOM: That is preferable. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: I tems 3 . (a) ( 1 )  to 3 . (d) (2) were a l l  
read and passed. That completes the items to be con
sidered u nder Resolut ion No.  58 

Therefore be it resolved that there be g ranted to Her 
M ajesty a s u m  not exceedi n g  $4,500,900 for Energy 
and M ines, M ineral Resou rces, for the fiscal year end
i n g  the 3 1 st day of March, 1 983-pass. 

Continu i ng with Appropriation No. 4. Acquisit ion/
Construction of Physical Assets. Any d iscussion? 

The Honourable Member for T u rtle Mounta in .  

M R .  B. RANSOM: Maybe the M i n i ster cou ld  g ive us  a 
breakdown of what's i nvolved here? 

H O N .  W. PARAS I U K: T here is  $996,000 for Manitoba 
M ineral Resources L i mited, ongoing operations and 
voluntary joint  ventures; and $600,000 to Manitoba 
M i n eral R esources L i m i ted mandatory part ic ipation 
agreements u nder Regulat ion 328/74, assigned to the 
company by O rder- i n-Counc i l  2 1 6/78; and $9,000 
u nder The M ineral Explorat ion Assistance Act. I don't  
have the breakdown for Man itoba M inerals L i mited, 
they had that th is morning.  

M R .  B. RANSOM: I asked th is  q uest ion to some 
extent th is  morni n g  and I 'm not j u st certain now what 
the answer was. I s  the M i n i ster anticipat ing  that th is is  
l ike ly to be the extent of the funding for M a nitoba 
Minera l  Resources for the year, or is  he  looking at 
do ing some eva luations and maybe six months down 
the road of provid ing addit ional funds? 

HON. W. PARASIUK: Rather than sett ing  up some
th ing  as a pot I wanted to h ave M M R  do the eva l u at ion 
of a l l  the appl ications that  they had received because 
after I - and I admit  I t h i n k  that the m i n i n g  industry was 
looking to see whether, in fact, the govern ment would 
go with both voluntary jo int  ventures or have back
door part ic ipat ion - and when I m ade t h is statement 
there was a fairly large i ncrease in proposals for 
voluntary joint ventures. Frankly, when resources are 
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l i m ited you want to make s u re that you look at a l l  of 
them before you start mak ing part icular com mitments 
and that's· what M M R  is  i nvolved i n  r ight n ow. If they 
come across some p rospects that they t h i n k  are very 
good, I wou ld  be p repared as M i n ister to look at those 
and take them forward to Cabinet for possib le further 
spend i n g  - and there are mechanisms for that through 
special  warrant which ,  of course, we'd h ave to m ake 
pu bl ic  and at that stage that would be made p u bl ic -
but we don't have a pot, as such,  r ight now. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: N o  further d iscussion on  A ppropri
ation No. 4? 

Be it resolved that there be g ranted to Her Majesty a 
s u m  n ot exceed ing $ 1 , 605,000 for Energy and M ines, 
Acq u isit ion/Construct ion of P hysical Assets, for the 
fiscal year ending the 31 st day of March, 1 983-pass. 

Return i n g  to Appropriat ion No. 1 .  A d m i n istrat ion ,  
1 . (a) Admin istrat ion:  1 . (a) ( 1 )  M i n i ster's Salary. 

The Honou rable Member for Turtle Mounta in .  

M R .  B.  RANSOM: M r. Cha irman,  I have very l i ttle to 
say at th is  point  because I t h i n k  we've had reasonable 
debate o n  the issue to th is  point.  We h ave some very 
serious reservat ions about the way that negotiations 
on what h ave been cal led mega projects are bein g  
conducted b y  th is  M i n i ster a n d  b y  t h e  government. H e  
h a s  a very g reat respons ib i l ity with i n  the govern ment 
and to the  people of Manitoba, to try and concl ude 
some,  or  a l l  of these agreements in  order to benefit the 
economy of M a nitoba. I 'm not q u ite s u re exactly w h at 
the word i s  - d isappointed is not exactly correct - i n  
one way I ' m  g ratif ied t o  f i nd  out ,  t o  learn, that a l l  o f  the 
al leged g i veaways, that al legations that were made by 
the N O P  are now turn ing  out to h ave been rather  
myth ical c harges. 

So, to t h at extent I guess I ' m  p leased to learn now 
t h at i t  has to th is  point  been i m poss i ble for the gov
ernment to p in p o i nt any resource g iveaways that fea
tured so strongly i n  elect ion .  O n  the  other hand,  I a m  
d isappointed that type of a l legat ion was bei n g  made 
and I be l ieve played such a n  i mportant part in the  
elect ion ;  that the people of Manitoba were i nf luenced 
by those k i nds of c harges at a t ime when our govern
ment was genui nely attem pt in g  to work to bring about 
development in the prov ince for the i n terests of 
Manitobans. 

The agreements weren't being rushed i nto because 
the government k n ew that we would at some t ime be 
approac h i n g  a n  elect ion.  That h as become clear in the 
q uest ion ing  and the answers that we have received i n  
the H ouse and i n  Committee over the past few weeks. 
But that's i n  the past, Mr. Cha irman.  We, of cou rse, are 
n ot go ing to fai l to br in g  that to the attent ion of the 
members opposite and to the pub l ic,  that these sorts 
of a l legations were made and they have not been 
substantiated and it's a q uesti o n  of how m uc h  trust 
that people can have i n  a govern ment that made those 
k i nds of al legations. 

The M i nister has the responsib i l ity now to try and 
conclude some of the agreements, the i nterests of the 
people of M a nitoba. I wish h i m  wel l in do ing  that ,  i n  
being able t o  conclude some agreements. W e  have 
o u r  doubts as to how seriously they are being p u rsued. 
We are prepared to wait for somet i me yet, as I ' m  s u re 
the people of Mani toba are, to see whether th is  gov-

ernment can del iver or  not. But I g u ess i f  I was do ing  
the report cards, M r. Chairman,  they wouldn't  have 
scored as h ig h ly as they d id .  

HON. W. PARASIU K: I rea l ly th ink that people on  
both  s ides of the House wou ld  hope that any projects 
m i g ht proceed in a manner to provide both short, 
med ium and long-term benefits to the province. I took 
the position ,  when it comes to g iveaways and all that, 
and the member says, that's in the past, one shou ldn 't 
dwel l  i n  the past. I d i d  not want to p lay, even though 
some people m ight  th ink  otherwise, but I d i d  not want 
to play pol it ics with the mega projects, h av ing  been 
g iven a responsib i l ity for negotiat i ng  them. I d i d  n ot 
then seek to try and f ind  th i ngs wh ich  I could then lay 
out i n  the o pen or  on  the table and say, see th is  i s  what 
you d id n't do,  see that's what you d id n't do.  -
( I n terjecti o n ) - No. I haven't brought anyt h i n g  for
ward, never raised the  items, always answered. My 
posit ion is that I hope t h at I can and t h at is g e n u i n e  
hope on  the part of the government.  
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I have been entrusted with a lead role there i n  rela
tion to a Cabin et Committee, in relat ion  to Cabinet 
and I hope that we can do o u r  best to br ing that about 
because I t h i n k  that developments of this nature, i f  i n  
fact w e  have both short and long-term benefits, are i n  
the best interests o f  the prov ince over a long run .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: N o  fu rther com ments. T hat com
pletes Resolut ion 56. 

T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R ESOLVED t h at t h ere be 
g ranted to Her Majesty a s u m  not exceedi n g  $1 ,61 2,300 
for E nergy and M i n es,  A d m i n istrat ion for the fiscal 
year end ing the 31 st day of March 1 983. 

That completes the Est i m ates for Energy and M ines. 
Committee rise. 




