
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Monday, 31 May, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Present ing Peti
t ions . . .  R ead i n g  and Receiv ing Pet i t ions . .. 
Present ing  Reports by Stand ing  and Special Commit
tees . . . M i n isterial  Statements and Tabl i n g  of 
Reports . .  

NOTICES OF MOTION 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M in ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, with your permission 
I would l i k e  to advise members of the House that in 
view of the u ntimely death of our C lerk, Jack R eeves, i t  
w i l l  be my i ntention to move a motion tomorrow of 
s incere sympathy to J ack Reeves' fami ly  and I would 
l i ke  to g ive m e mbers that notice so they have an 
opport u nity tomorrow to speak to that motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  Leader  o f  t h e  
Opposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, we thank the F i rst M in is
ter for notice of h i s  i ntention to move the m ot ion of 
Condolence to our  late Clerk and members on this 
side of the H ouse wi l l  certa in ly  be  prepared to respond 
to that motion.  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Gov
ernment Services. 

HON. S. USKIW i ntroduced Bi l l  No. 50, an Act to 
amend The Crown Lands Act and The M u n ic i pal  
Assessment Act .  (Recommended by H e r  Honour the 
L ieutenant-Governor). 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O rders of the Day, 
may I d i rect the attention of honourable members to 
the gal lery where we have 55 students of G rade 6 
stand ing  of the Van Bel leghem School u nder  the 
d i rection  of M rs. Vadeboncoeur and Ms.  Wicks. The 
school i s  in the constituency of the Honou rable 
Member for N iakwa. 

There are 19 students of G rade 5 stand ing  from the 
Bal  moral  Ha l l  School .  These students are under  the  
d i rection of M rs. Vadeboncoeur and the school is  
located in  the constituency of the Honourable Member 
for Wolseley. 

On behalf of all of  the members, I welcome you here 
this afternoon. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  o f  
N orthern Affairs. 

HON. J. COWAN: Yes. Perhaps I could,  M r. Speaker. 
ask for leave to revert back to M i n isterial Statements. I 
was not aware that the C lerk had copies of the state
ment ready for d i st ri but ion and therefore was wait ing  
for  copies. So i f  I could have leave, I would ask that 
permiss ion of the H ouse. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does t h e  M i n ister have leave? 
(Agreed) By leave, the Honourable M in ister of North
ern Affairs. 

HON. J. COWAN: Thank you, M r. S peaker. I 'm  both 
pleased and honoured to have . . . 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the M i n i ster have copies? 

HON. J. COWAN: I bel ieve there are copies for d istri
but ion to all the members. Perhaps I 'l l  just wait one 
m oment then. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ou rable M i n i ster of N o rthern 
Affairs. 

HON. J.  COWAN: M r. Speaker, I ' m  both pleased and 
honou red to have the opportun i ty to rem i nd members 
of the H ouse that this week is Environment Week i n  
Canada a n d  t o  i nform them o f  a n umber o f  activities 
that are p lan ned, both national ly and local ly. 

N ational Env i ro nment Week is  a combined effort of 
the various provinc ial env ironment departments, En
vironment Canada and enviro n mental i nterest g roups. 
The pr inc ip le  a im of this week is  to he ighten pub l ic  
awareness about  the i mportance of our  enviro n ment .  

This year. E nvironment Week is  partic ularly i m por
tant because i t  marks the 10th A n niversary of the 
Stockho lm Accord which was s igned by most of the  
major  nat ions i n  the wor ld .  The Stockho lm Accord 
was a pledge to work together towards the g lobal  
preservation of o u r  environment. 

H e re in Manitoba our department is  part ic ipati n g  i n  
a three-fold campaign which consists of  an  i n forma
t ional  media campaign,  a ma l l  d isplay at Eaton P lace 
and a School Outreach Program. 

The m e mbers of the Legislat u re wil l  note o n  their  
desks, that we have provided them with an  Env i ron
ment Week Button.  S in ce the theme of Environment 
Week '82 is  "The Act ion Beg i ns With You," I 'd l i ke to 
encourage a l l  m e m bers to assist m e  in  br ing ing  
recognit ion to th is  week. I thank  you, M r. Speaker. 

I m ight  add, as well, that on d isplay in the rear of  the 
bu i ld ing  is  the new mobi le  mon itor ing u n it of the 
E nvironmental M anagement Division and I have asked 
them to remain on d isplay unt i l  approximately 3:30 or 
4:00 o'clock so members of the House who have a n  
opportun ity t o  sneak out for a few m i nutes m a y  avai l  
themselves of the opportun i ty to review th is new 
equ ipment on  the part of the Env i ronmental M a nage
ment Division. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m ber for Tuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Mr. Speaker, thank you for the 
opportun i ty to respond to the M in ister's statement.  
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We are pleased,  o n  th is  s ide of the H ouse, to jo in  the 
M i n ister and his co l leagues in recogn iz ing  N at ional  
Environment Week i n  Canada and certa in ly agree 
with the fact that the enhanced publ ic  awareness of 
the necessity of protect ing  our  environment and 
being v ig ilant so that future generations may enjoy 
o u r  environment as much as we do, is most i mportant 
to all of us in Canada. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral  Questions, may 
I d i rect the attent ion of honourable m e m bers to the 
loge on my r ight  where there i s  a former mem ber of 
this Legislature. He used to be the former M e m ber for 
Radisson ,  Mr .  Harry Shafransky. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u rab le  Leader of the  
Opposition. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, I have a q uest ion to the 
F i rst M i nister. Over the weekend we u nderstand that 
he made an address to the conference o n  the e lectric
ity t ransact ion between Western Canada and the U ni
ted States in Napa, Cal iforn i a. My q uest ion to the F i rst 
M i n ister. M r. Speaker. would be th is .  Do the state
ments that he made,  wh ich  are contained i n  that 
speech, concern ing  a comm itment to f i rm power sales 
to the U n ited States, do t hose statem ents represent a 
change i n  govern ment and hydro pol icy, wh ich heret
ofore has set the priorit ies for hydro development i n  
this order? 

( 1) For d omestic and industr ial  use in Man itoba 
such as Alcan  and so on .  

(2) For the Western Power G ri d  or  Western Power 
I nter-Tie with Saskatchewan and A lberta. 

(3) Of course, always, sales either by way of i n ter
change or  firm power sales to the U nited States. 

Does his speech represent any fundamental change 
in that establ ished prior ity for the development of 
power in Manitoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable the F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: N o, M r. Speaker, there's no change 
i n  pol icy as we are looking at p lans relatin g  to t he next 
20 years. future power development in Man itoba and 
the uses to which that power development can be put 
with,  of course, a priority on  domestic use but also,  
acceptin g  the fact as we d i d  for some t ime, i ndeed. 
e mphasize the i mportance of developing ties in respect 
to the export of power whether it be to other parts of 
Canada such as Alberta, Saskatchewan or, i ndeed, to 
parts of the U nited States. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, we are encouraged to 
hear that confirmation from the F i rst M i n ister. My 
supplementary q uest ion then would be  to h i m ,  specif
ical ly, can he assure the House as I ' m  sure he now can 
from what he  has j ust said,  that n either h is  speech n o r  
the d i rectio n  of h is  government is  t e n d i n g  toward a 
lesse n i n g  i n  anyway of the g overnment's in terest i n  
work i n g  o u t  an arrangement with Alcan which woul d  
see s o m e  400 megawatts o f  power used i n  M an itoba t o  
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produce some thousands of jobs for the benefit of 
M a nitobans, rather than export ing  that power to 
create jobs i n  other parts of N orth America? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, we are committed to 
a pol icy of devis ing  the best poss ib le  terms, the most 
satisfactory arrangements whether or  not those tran
sact ions i nvolve the negotiat ions perta i n i n g  to the 
Western I n ter-Tie ,  or  whether they, i n deed, d o  i n volve 
continued d iscussions perta in ing  to any p roject i n  
Man itoba inc lud ing  Alcan.  

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker. we are happy again to 
have that confirmat ion from the First M i n ister about 
his government's commitment to pursuing to suc
cessful conclus ion,  we all hope, the i mportant negoti
ations with A lcan.  I n  the l i g ht of these two statements, 
w i l l  the F irst M i nister be wr it i n g  a letter to the Win
n i peg Free Press to correct the ir  editorial i ntonat ions 
o n  h is  speech? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I m ust acknowledge 
to you that I don't spend too much t ime,  I m ust admit, 
reading the editorials of the Free Press and I s uppose I 
spend m u c h  less t ime writ ing my comments to the 
W i nn ipeg Free Press pertainin g  to the editorials. I 
accept them as, i ndeed, what they are - expressions of 
view by those that are e ngaged to write editorials for 
the W i n ni peg Free Press. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m ber for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. l. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, my q uest ion is  to the 
Honourable M i n ister of H ealth.  I would ask h i m  
whether he  c a n  advise t h e  H ouse o f  t h e  content and 
the nature of the announce ment made on  behalf  of the 
Department of Comm u n ity Services yesterday at the 
St. Amant Centre for the Retarded. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Health.  

HON. L. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, I can certa in ly  
repeat the annou ncement that  I made if ,  i ndeed, it is  
an announcement .  I d i d  say at a tea at St. A mant that it 
was my fee l i n g  that there would be a statement from 
the M i n ister of Com m u n ity Services fairly soon that I 
felt would be q u ite in terest i n g  to those work i n g  i n  th is  
f ie ld and, I would hope,  would meet with their approval. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: So, M r. Speaker, what the M i nister 
of Health is  advisi n g  the H ouse is  that he  d id n't, in h is  
statement - I m i g ht say I was there, M r. S peaker, but I 
was n ot there at the t ime  the M i n ister addressed the 
parents and frien ds of St .  A mant - what M i n ister is  
tel l i ng the H ouse is that he  d id  not i n  h is  remarks to the 
audience yesterday reveal any specific detai ls of any 
plans or  programs for St. Am ant. He s imply referred to 
the fact that a statement or  an  announce ment m i g ht 
be forthcoming,  is that correct? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Yes, M r. S peaker. There were 
many people who were q u ite i nterested, who had 
been work ing q uite d i l ig ently for months and years, 
and they were asking me q uestions. I thought that at 
the t ime I would let them k now that a statement should 
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be com i n g  from the M i n ister of Com m u n ity Services 
and that's fairly close to what I stated. I told them that I 
had a fee l i n g  there would be a statement made soon 
by the M i n ister of C o m m u n ity Services that would be 
i nterest ing  and,  I would hope, would meet with the 
approval of the people who were there ,  the i nterested 
parents and the St. Amant Society. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of E nergy 
and M ines. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, last week the 
Member for Fort Garry posed some q uestions  regard
i n g  an  oil explorat ion program being u ndertaken i n  
H udson's Bay a n d  asked i f  there was a n y  provincial 
i nvolvement  in this program and he  also asked q u es
t ions about Manitoba's offshore m ineral r ights. T hose 
were taken as n otice and I can answer them now, M r. 
Speaker. 

F i rst, M a nitoba is  not i nvolved in this oil explorat ion 
p rogram w h ich is  being undertaken on  a jo int  pub l ic
p rivate basis by Sogepet L i mited of Toronto with the 
Quebec G overn ment's Crown corporation explora
t ion company, Soquip and Company. Other partners 
i nclude the O ntario Energy Corporation which is 
owned by the O ntario Government and Canadian 
Occidental Petroleum L i m ited of Calgary. As far as I 
am aware, M r. Speaker, there has been no consulta
t ion with the Manitoba G overn ment on this project. 

Regard i n g  the member's latter q u estion on offshore 
m ineral  r ig hts, I d id answer th is  q uest ion earl ier  in a 
written reply to the Mem ber for T u rt le Mountain i n  
response t o  h i s  written q uestion  as t o  whether I had 
taken any i n it iatives to deal with the question of j u ris
d ict ion over m i neral r ig hts u n der the waters of H u d
son's Bay and I answered then, M r. Speaker, that as far 
as I had been able to determ i n e  d u ri n g  the last four 
years, n o  i n itiatives were u ndertaken by the previous 
M in ister of E nergy and M i nes i n  rais ing  Manitoba's 
in terest on the j urisdict ion over m ineral  r ights u nder  
the H u dson Bay. H owever, in  my first months of office, 
I i nstructed my officials to raise th is  matter at federal
provi ncial meet i n gs and recently I have written the 
Federal M i n ister of E nergy, M i nes and Resources 
suggest i n g  the commencement of meet ings,  together 
with the provi nces of Quebec and O ntario, in order to 
resolve successfu l ly  the q uestion  of M a nitoba's off
shore m i neral r ig hts in the H udson Bay region .  

Furthermore ,  M r. Speaker, the honourable member 
shou ld  be  aware t hat in  my com m u nicat ion with the 
Federal M i n ister of E nergy, M ines and R esources, I 
stated that actions taken by the G overnment of Can
ada last year and this year, in permitting exploration i n  
H udson Bay d i d  not, i n  our  view, confirm t h e  r ight of 
the Federal Government to ownersh ip  of a l l  m i neral 
resou rces with i n  H udson Bay. 

F i nal ly, it should be noted, M r. Speaker, that the 
agreement reached between Premier Ed Schreyer 
and the Govern ment of Canada in J u n e  of 1972, in this 
area, was subject to the provis ion that if s u bsequent 
ag ree m e n ts b e t w e e n  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v er n m e nt 
a n d  any provi nces resu lted i n  m o re favou ra b l e  
terms to the provinces, the same type of amendment 
should apply to Man itoba as these and other matters 
wi l l  be p u rsued with the Federal Govern ment in the 
near fut u re. 

I would j ust add a footnote that we have registered 
our in terests in the current reference case before the 
S upreme Court of Canada regard i n g  offshore oil i n  
N ewfoundland,  i n  order t o  mai ntai n and register 
M a nitoba's in terests at this ti me, so we w i l l  be keep i n g  
a watch on  that development. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. S peaker, I thank the Honour
able M in ister for h is  in formation. I would l i ke to ask 
h i m  whether, to his k nowledge, the area w h ich wi l l  
u n dergo se ismic tests th is  summer, wh ich I bel ieve is  
an area of some 5,000 k i lometres i n  d imensions;  
whether that area wi l l  i nclude Manitoba offshore terri
tory, or  does he  k now the answer to that. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: As far as I ' m  aware at this stage, 
it won't. H owever, the condit ions are somewhat s im
i lar  and s ince that project is  a very expensive project, 
the Manitoba Government has taken position of closely 
m on itorin g  the results of the ir  explorations, so that we 
would be in a position to act on  the basis of the k nowl
edge that would become avai lable through that par
ticular thrust that they are u ndertak i n g .  

It 's a fairly substantial p u bl ic and private com mit
ment by various governments and private sector, with 
respect to oi l  development i n  the H udson Bay. We've 
been mon itoring that. As you k n ow the Government of 
M a nitoba is  prepared to use pub l ic i n it iative in the 
exploration and development of oil resources in Mani
toba. That's an action and a thrust that's being u nder
taken by the Governm ents of Alberta in the past, Sas
katchewan, O ntario and Quebec and we certa in ly 
aren't afraid or ideological ly against us ing the publ ic  
i n  a constructive way i n  this respect. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  Leader  of t h e  
O pposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, fol lowi n g  upon the M in
ister's comm ents about H udson Bay and the resour
ces thereun der, by way of preface, I would ask the 
M i n ister to search his f i les a bit more ass iduously than 
he apparently has because he  wi l l  f ind correspon
dence in those f i les between the then Pr ime M in ister 
of Canada, the Right  Honourable J oe Clark and 
myself, if not the M i n ister of M ines, relative to resource 
r ights u nder the H udson Bay because of the u n dertak
i n g  made by that Pr ime M in ister to g ive the provinces 
a b igger share of offshore resou rces and we wanted to 
register our claim for H udson Bay. 
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But g o i n g  back to the earl ier d iscussions on the  
proposed d iv is ion  of H udson Bay wh ich  started back 
i n  the midd le  60s and cu lm inated in a tentative agree
m ent, I bel ieve, in 1970-72 or thereabouts, there were 
spheres of territory, M r. Speaker, which the provi nces 
of Quebec, O ntario and Manitoba would notional ly 
have in the H u dson Bay and my q uest ion fol lows upon 
what my col league,  the Member for Fort Garry, was 
ask i n g .  Woul d  the new efforts b e i n g  u ndertaken 
by Sogepet et a l ,  would they be i nvolved in that 
notional territory which would be part of M an itoba's 
reso u rce i f  that agreement were f inal ized with the 
Federal Government? 
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HON. W. PARASIUK: Upon that, my u nderstanding is 
they wouldn't and that M a nitoba is pursu ing from a 
perspective the n ot ion that we should be gett ing  as 
g reat an area of the H udson Bay as poss ib le  s ince we 
do have a very substantial border on  the H udson Bay. 
With respect to whether, in fact, I could check out f i les 
or  not, that creates some d ifficulty. I wi l l  certain ly have 
the Premier check into the fi les that were left to h i m  
b u t  I m ust say, Mr .  Speaker, that a n y  of these fi les 
were a l l  removed by the previous Conservative M in is
ter so I have been going on the basis of the l i mited set 
of f i les that I had avai lable to me. But  I w i l l  certa in ly 
check to see whether, i n  fact, i n  any of the empty f i les 
that were left to me,  a shred of evidence relat ing  to this 
matter was left. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, on  that point, we wi l l  be 
q u ite happy to assist the honourable member for his 
better education and edificat ion.  

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Membe r for  Lakeside. 

MR. H. E N NS: Mr. Speaker, last Thursday the former 
defeated M i nister of  Agr iculture from the Province of 
Saskatchewan, a long with some four ex-Deputy M i n
isters from the Provi nce of Saskatchewan were seen 
visit i n g  in the bu i ld ing .  My q uesti o n  to the F i rst M i n is
ter i s, were they here at the i nvitat ion of this govern
ment for possib le j obs? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am somewhat d is
appointed that, i ndeed, the former M i n i ster of Agricul
ture from Saskatchewan was i n  th is  bu i ld ing  without 
his cal l i n g  u p o n  me. I would have very m uch appre
ciated an  opportun ity to have spoken to h i m .  I can tel l  
the Honourable M i n ister that I was not aware, unfor
tunately, of the  visit as I would have enjoyed the 
opport u n ity to have had a meetin g  with the gent lemen 
i nvolved. 

MR. H. ENNS: M r. Speaker, my supplementary ques
t ion is  part icularly related to the ex-Deputy M i n isters 
from Saskatchewan. Is the govern ment p lann ing any 
further changes in the senior ranks of the Pu bl ic Ser
vice of Manitoba? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I s u ppose at any 
given t ime,  any g iven M in ister has some p lan or other 
perta in ing  to senior ranks with i n  one's department. 
That i s  a m atter of fact in any part icular govern ment.  I 
do n ot know of any specific i ntentions at th is  t ime.  We 
have been complet ing a process of i nterview which I 
gather is the first t ime th is has, i n deed, ever happened; 
extensive i nterviews perta in ing  to a Deputy M i n ister 
for Cul tural  Affairs, for i n stance, to f i l l  a vacancy. So, 
at any g iven t ime, there are vacancies to be f i l led; 
there are changes that are requ i red. I t h i n k  it goes 
without say ing .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m ber for  Turt le 
Mountain. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, my q uestion is to the 
F i rst M i n ister. I have here a copy of a letter from St. 

J o h n's U n ited C h u rch at 250 Cathedral Ave n u e  
add ressed to the M i n ister of F i nance, i n  w h ich t h e  
correspond ing  secretary o f  t h e  church points o u t  t h e  
unfair a n d  inequitable treatment of charitable organi
zations u n der the payrol l  tax i mposed in  the Provincial 
B udget. I am wondering if the F i rst M in ister has had an 
opportun ity to view th is letter. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have n ot seen the 
letter, but I would certa in ly th ink that the church 
i nvolved and the m i n ister that wrote the letter would 
be certain ly persuaded by the p u re log ic that al l  with in 
Manitoba d o  have to pul l  together and contribute 
towards ensuring that post-secondary education  and 
health services d o  not ,  i ndeed, deteriorate because of 
the cutbacks from Ottawa. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, I would be happy to 
table this copy of the letter then for the in format ion of 
the First M i nister and w i l l  be inqu i r ing  i n  the future as 
to the response of the government. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 
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MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, my q uesti o n  is to the 
Honou rable M i n ister of H ealth and relates to the 
Federal-Provincial Conference of M i n isters of Health 
concluded last week. I wou ld  ask him i f  he  can repo rt 
to the H ouse as to whether there were any d iscussions 
o n  the b l ood fract ionat ion  arrangment and the 
agreement that had been achieved under  the previous 
government which was go ing  to provide for approxi
mately 50,000 to 75,000 l itres of fract ionated blood 
plasma per year to be produced by the R h  I n stitute i n  
Manitoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M in ister of Health. 

HON. l. DESJARDINS: Yes, Mr .  Speaker, the subject 
was i ntrod uced by M an itoba and my req uest to the 
M in isters would be, could they i nstruct the members 
of the i r  respective p rovinces on  that com m ittee to 
review that tentative agreement that we have had and 
to look at that with an  open m i n d  because we felt that 
the agreement was not fair to Manitoba and that 
req uest has been accepted .  That is - I want to qual ify 
this - that they w i l l  look it; they would i nstruct the ir  
members. I th ink  there is a meeti n g  of  th is  committee 
early in J u n e  and I would hope to hear that they look 
favourably on  our suggestion to modify the tentative 
agreement that we've had. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, I am not sure what 
the M i n ister means by h is  answer when he says the 
agreement was construed as being not fair to Mani
toba. I s  the M i n ister say ing that the agreement is l ike ly 
to be changed,  the agreement is under review? The 
ag reement provided that the market for plasma frac
tions in Canada would not be consol idated with one 
fractionation p lant  l ike Con naug ht, for  example, i n  the 
Toronto area; that M an itoba because of its part icular 
expertise here should have an opportun ity to help 
supply that market.  The ag reement was that of the 
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200,000 l itres requ ired each year, that Manitoba would 
provide 50,000 to 75,000 of that throug h the R h  I nsti
tute. There is  a new $6.5 m i l l ion  plant goi n g  u p  i n  Fort 
Garry with that objective i n  m i nd. I s  the M in ister say
i n g  that now is al l  being reviewed? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: No. not that, not at a l l ,  Mr .  
Speaker, certa in ly  not that part. I t  is accepted and ,  in  
fact, I th ink  that dur ing my Est imates. I advised the 
Mem bers of the  H ouse that the construct ion was 
approved. The agreement that I was referri n g  to was 
that the other provinces would a l low Man itoba to 
recou p o n ly half the construction costs and that 
seems to be a h i g h  cost to pay for a province of o u r  
size that w i l l  supply t h e  b lood and plasma t o  a l l  West
ern Canada anyway. The construction cost wi l l  be 
approximately $1 O m i l l i o n  and accordi n g  to the pres
ent agreement, or the. tentative agreement, we would 
be able to recou p  only half  of that and we h ope that 
they w i l l  see that this is not q u ite fair to Manitoba. This 
is absolutely as was stated by my honourable fr iend.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for Arthur. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r. S peaker, to the F i rst M i n ister, i n  
view o f  the answer g iven b y  h i s  M i n ister o f  Agriculture 
on Friday that the beef prod ucers would be able to 
receive support for the beef industry, M r .  Speaker, for 
the month of J u ly, see ing  that he promised and 
pledged to the farm com m u nity that it wouldn't  be a 
long d ragged-out effort putti n g  i n  place a program 
-and we're now some several m onths and al most a 
year without a program - could he assure us that the 
$50 per head to the beef i nd ustry wil l  be paid out 
without any stri ngs attached. Mr. S peaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M in ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, fi rst I do t h i n k  I must 
i ndeed correct an inaccurate i mpression that the 
Member for Arthur has, the commitment that was 
made i nd eed that l ed these early discussions with the 
beef producers i n  the Provi nce of Man itoba i n  order to 
bring about a form of assistance. 

I nsofar as the second part of the q u estion, the M in
ister is  work i n g  d i l igently on  the matters i nvolved. 
.He's had a series of meet ings and I u n derstand i ndeed 
that those meet ings have been proceedi n g  q uite wel l ,  
Mr .  Speaker.  I would suggest that i n deed the former 
M in ister of Agriculture await the return of the present 
M i n ister of Agriculture to d i rect his q uestions as to 
specifics as to the progress that's being made. I don't 
th ink  the Mem ber for Arthur would want to foreclose 
those very i mportant and useful d iscussions that are 
presently tak i n g  place. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Well ,  M r. Speaker, in view of the 
fact that it was he, as the leader of the New Democratic 
Party and r u n n i n g  for office pr ior to N ovember, said 
that there wou l d  be a p ro g ram , is  the F i rst M i n ister 
now tel l i n g  us that there won't be a payout in J uly to 
the beef producers. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: What i n deed, i f  the M e m be r  for 
Arthu r  had l istened carefully, what he i n deed would 
have heard would have been a suggestion from myself 

to h i m  to enqu i re from the M i n ister of Agr iculture 
who's worki n g  d i l i gently o n  the program, is consult
i n g  with the beef producers in this province. and 
i ndeed I understand is making satisfactory progress 
in the d iscussions that are u n der way. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Well, M r. Speaker, I appreciate the 
F i rst M i n ister's concern .  Is he  now tel l i n g  us that o n e  
of t h e  pr iorities that he  h a s  is  n o w  n o t  t o  h e l p  t h e  beef 
i n dustry in the Provi nce of Manitoba - that he's got 
other pr iorit ies and that it's over to the M i n ister of 
Agricul ture when he  decides to come forward - that he 
as a Premier is  not pushi n g  this particular p rogram? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker. I would leave that 
q uest ion  for you to j u dg e  as to whether or  n ot that is  a 
proper q uestion  with i n  the R ules of the H ouse. I t's 
obviously one that's not i ntended to e l icit i n formation 
but  rather is  i ntended to br ing about arg u ment, which 
is contrary to the R ules of the H ouse. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Rob l in-R ussel l .  

MR. W .  McKENZIE: M r. Speaker, I have a q uest ion for 
the Act ing M i n ister of Natural Resou rces. I n  l i g ht of 
the fact that the mon ies for the water supply dugout 
reservoi r  at  G randview were approved in  th is  year's 
Esti mates. and in l ight  of the fact the Town of G rand
view has received word from PFRA that they've been 
waiti n g  for a long time to put the project out to tend
ers, and in l ig ht of the apparent M i n isterial delay or 
gai n i n g  M in isterial approval I wonder, can the Act ing  
M in ister advise the H ouse or  the town of G randview 
when the project wil l  be in fact tendered? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I don't have the sheet in front of 
m e  but I bel ieve the Act ing M in ister is  the M in ister 
responsible for Com m u n ity Services. so I would 
prefer to take the q uest ion as notice on  behalf  of the 
M i n ister responsible for Natural Resources, who I 
u nderstand w i l l  be here tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: If I could d i rect the attent ion of hon
ourable members to the gal lery where we have 19 
students of G rade 6 stand i n g  from the Wabowde n  
School ,  u n de r  t h e  d i rection o f  M r. M ihalyk. T h e  
school is  i n  the constituency o f  t h e  Honourable 
Member for F l in  Flon. 
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O n  behalf of a l l  the members I welcome you here 
this afternoon. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The Government House Leader. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker. I 'd l i ke  to in form 
the mem bers of the H ouse of the order  of busi ness for 
today. I t  is  our i ntention to cal l  for Adjourned Debates 
on  S econd R ead i n g  of B i l l  No.  2 .  The Residential  Rent 
Regulation Act; and then ask you to cal l  for Second 
R eading of B i l l  32 ,  an Act to amend The M u nici pal  Act 
and B i l l  36, an Act to amend The H ighway Traffic Act. 

Fol lowing th is, it is o u r  i ntention to go in the Com
m i ttee of Supply but this afternoon t here would only 
be one com mittee. that is Consumer and Corporate 
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Affairs. but th is  eve n i n g  Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs would cont inue and we would have Crown 
I nvestments th is  even ing .  

Now tomorrow or  the  fol lowing day, we would 
either cont inue  with Crown I nvestments or  go back to 
the l i n e  that we m issed, that is ,  the in terest loans and 
that, depend ing  on our arrange ments we make with 
the Opposit ion. M r. Speaker, I th ink  the M in ister 
of E nergy also would l i ke  to g ive some i nformation as 
to the com mittee that w i l l  meet on J u n e  3rd and J un e  
8th . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Energy 
and M ines. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

HON. W. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, I 'd l i ke to provide 
to the House addit ional i nformation regarding the 
meeti ngs of the Stand ing  Committee o n  Economic 
Development w h ich wi l l  meet i n  Room 255, Legisla
tive B u i l d i n g  o n  T h u rsday, J u n e  3rd, 1982 at 10:00 
a .m. ,  and on  Tuesday, J un e  8th, 1982 at 10:00 a .m.  

These committee meetin g s  wi l l  consider the reports 
of the M a nitoba M ineral R esources, the Manitoba 
Forestry R esources and Flier I ndustries L i mited i n  
that order at the J u n e  3rd meet ing  with any carryover 
bei n g  carried on to the T h u rsday, J un e  8th meet ing ,  
and I j ust wanted to g ive m e mbers advance warn i n g  
on  that. 

MR. SPEAKER: O n  the proposed m ot ion of the Hon
ourable M i n ister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs, 
B i l l  No. 2 ,  stand ing  in the name of the Honourable 
Member for Spr ingfield.  

ADJOURNED DEBATES ON 
SECOND READING 

BILL NO. 2 - THE RESIDENTIAL RENT 
REGULATION ACT 

MR. A. ANSTETT: Mr.  Speaker, fol lowin g  my remarks 
when we last debated this bil l ,  I had certain brief 
comments to make regardi n g  the d istinction between 
regu lati o n  and control on  the remarks of the M e m ber 
for Lakeside. 

M r. S peaker, suffice it to say that my real concern i n  
th is  debate i s  that a l l  members appreciate that the 
concern here is  not a concern over freeze, or control. 
or  the k i n d  of ph i losophical debate that can be gotten 
i nto between m e m bers on  both s ides about the ph i l o
sophy of rent control ,  or rent freez ing  as described by 
the Member for Lakeside. 

My concern was to e m phasize that the major thrust 
of th is  b i l l  and the comm itment  that was m ade last fall 
was a com mitment to true regu lation, not a commit
ment to the k i n d  of o pe n  style rent regu lation which 
was brought in  by the previous admin istrat ion.  I th ink  
the M e m ber for  Lakeside appreciates that d istinction 
and would n ot want the debate to go on  without that 
q uest ion being clarified. 

M r. S peaker, I also have a concern about the sug
gest ion that the level  projected for rent i ncreases th is 
year would become the m i n i m u m  level ,  the other sug
gest ion that was made in the debate and my concern 
in that area, very succi nctly, is  that the Act specifical ly 

provides for actions both ways from the recom mended 
level of 9 percent. That is a wide open provision i n  the 
leg islat ion and there is  n o  reason to ass u me for one 
m i n ute that that would be a m i n i m u m ,  in  fact, there are 
no g rounds to substantiate that suggest ion .  So, M r. 
Speaker, those are my concerns. Although I tried to 
compress them i nto two m i n utes on Fr iday,  I ' m  g lad 
I 've had an additional two m i nutes today. 

Thank you ve�much. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, I m ove, seconded by 
the Honourable M e m be r  for Sturgeon C reek, that 
debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of M u n ici
pal Affairs. 

SECOND READING - GOVERNMENT BILLS 

HON. A. ADAM presented B i l l  No.  32, an Act to amend 
The M u n icipal Act for Second Read ing .  
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MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. A. ADAM: Thank you, M r. S peaker. Th is  b i l l  
changes to The M u n ic ipal Act relat ing  to a variety of 
matters w h ich basically requ i re clarificat ion .  I w i l l  
dea l  briefly, M r. Speaker, w i th  the principles con
tained in the proposed legislation for benefits of the 
m e mbers. We w i l l  be putt ing  forth an  amendment to 
the Act which will clarify the procedure where m u n ic
i pal ities carry out custom work for ind iv iduals i n  their  
j u risd ict ion.  We propose to g ive the M u n icipal Coun
c i l  some f lex ib i l ity in charg ing i nterest on  u n paid 
accounts. 

Another change we are p ropos ing  relates to the 
position of the M i n ister of M u n ici pal Affairs upon 
receipt of petitions from m u nicipal ities request ing 
boundary alterations. U nder the present M un icipal 
Act the M i n ister is  e mpowered to refer such petit ions 
to the M u n icipal B oard. H owever, the Board is only 
ent it led to deal with the appl ication or petit ion i n  the 
form presented. This has caused some d ifficulty i n  the 
past. 

For example ,  a petition from one m u n icipal ity for 
annexation of certain lands may have a serious effect 
on lands i m med iately adjacent. The Board is pres
ently unable to deal with those addit ional lands; even 
the Board m ight  feel that a m ore general considera
t ion is cal led for. The amend m ents which we are 
propos ing  w i l l  al low the Board a l itt le more f lexib i l ity 
in g iving general consideration to these matters. 

Another change which we are proposi n g ,  and prob
ably the most s ign ificant one, is to amend the Act to 
clarify the position of members of M u n ic ipal Counci l ,  
counci ls  who serve on  volunteer f i re departments, or 
as attendance or  of emerg ency vehicles such as 
ambu lances. In the past such members of council  
have not been entit led to receive payment for out-of-
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pocket expenses. This  has created some d ifficulty i n  
m o r e  remote and isolated m u n icipal i t ies w here 
members of council  would logically participate in 
vol u nteer f ire f ight ing  act iv it ies. We have been 
requested by m u n icipal organizations to consider 
some amend ments in th is  area and accordi n gly,  we 
wish to react. 

We also propose to amend a section of The M u nici
pal Act deal i n g  with the q uest ion of closed roads i n  
m u n icipal it ies. M a n y  m u n icipal it ies have roads which 
are not presently used for h ighway p urposes but are 
unable to close such roads or  lease them to either 
adjacent land owners or  other g roups in the m u n ici
pal ity w h ich m ight wish to make use of the land i n  
q uestion .  I n  order t o  a l low some other u s e  o f  t h e  land 
i n  q uestion ,  the m u n icipal ity m ust close the road and 
transfer t it le to the people i n  q uest ion .  In many instan
ces, m u nici pa l ities have indicated that they would 
prefer to close the road by bylaw but retain tit le to the 
closed road for poss ib le  future pu rposes. We propose 
to amend the act to provide them with this authority. 

We also propose to amend The M u nicipal Act to 
allow g reater f lex ib i l ity when provid ing  g rants in l ieu 
of  taxes to m u n ic i pal it ies where lands owned by the 
Crown have been i mproved for  specific p urposes. At 
present, th is  f lex ib i l ity does n ot exist. 

Lastly, we propose to clarify the word i n g  of a sec
tion in the Act respect ing the rate of in terest chargea
ble i n  the event of property be ing sold for taxes. 
Mem bers wi l l  recall that a previous change to The 
M u n icipal Act enabled the interest rate to be altered 
by regulation rather than by yearly amendment to the 
Act. We p ro pose to extend th is  same provis ion to tax 
sale in terest rate provisions as wel l .  M r. Speaker, 
when th is b i l l  reaches the Committee stage, I can 
provide a section-by-section comparison, an  exp lana
tion for members' i n formation .  

Thank you very m uch.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan 
R iver. 

MR. D. GOURLAY: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by 
the M e m be r  for M i n nedosa, that debate be adjourned.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Gov
ernment Services. 

BILL NO. 36 - AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC ACT 

HON. S. USKIW presented B i l l  No.  36, an Act to 
amend The H i g h way T raffic Act for Second Read ing .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. S. USKIW: As in nearly all previous years, the 
b i l l  to amend The H i g hway Traffic Act conta ins a 
n umber of tech n ical and h ousekeep ing  amendments, 
none of which change exist ing  pr inciples or  i ntroduce 
new o nes. I n  the i n terests of clarity and brevity, I shal l  
conf ine my remarks to those amendm ents of a sub-
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stantive nature. If any member has q u estions concern
i n g  other amend m ents, I shall be pleased to provide 
answers at this t ime or  when the bi l l  is before Law 
Amendments Committee. 

The f i rst of the su bstantive amendm ents contained 
in the bi l l  is  an  amendment which deals with recipro
cal agreements concern ing com mercial and pub l ic 
service vehicles. As most m e m bers are aware, Mani
toba, a long with eight other  provinces, entered i nto an  
ag reement entit led "Canadian A g reement o n  Vehicle 
Registrat ion,"  u n der which motor carriers and other 
com mercial vehicles have their registration fees pro
rated in each provi nce based on  m i l es travel led in that 
p rovince. Certain amendm ents to this sect ion have 
been previously enacted to g ive effect to the agree
ment. However, one very i mportant element of the 
agreement relates to the audit of records carriers are 
req u i red to mai nta in  and what recourse a province 
may have where the audit d iscloses that the m i leage 
in formation furn ished by the appl icant in i ncorrect. 
C u rrently, there is no authority to reassess the fee 
payable or to enforce payment. 

The proposed amendment would remedy that 
shortcom i n g  by authoriz ing  the registrar to reassess 
the fee and requi re the registrant to pay; fai l i n g  which 
the registrar would be req u i red to suspend or  cancel 
the registration cab card issued. Other m e m ber j uris
d ictions are enact ing  s i m i lar provisions to the i r  
respective acts. 

The secon d  provision is i ndeed a new one.  I t's a new 
sect ion be ing added to the Act w h ich wi l l  authorize 
the issuance of a short-term permit increas ing the 
g ross vehicle weight that may be carried by a truck 
and which was or ig inal ly registered for a lower weight.  
The amendment wi l l  g reatly s imp l i fy ,  as wel l  as 
reduce, everyone's costs by al lowin g  the issuance of a 
permit i ncreasi n g  the weight a truck may legal ly carry 
for one or  several trips. The problem stems from the 
fact that occasional ly a trucker may be requ ired to 
haul either a s ing le or m u lt ip le loads w h ich exceed the 
weight for which the truck or trai ler is registered. 
U nder exist ing  legislat ion ,  the owner m ust make 
appl ication for wei g ht increase and pay the fu l l  regis
trat ion fee for that weight for the balance of the year, 
even though he  may req u i re the i ncreased weight for a 
very short period of t ime.  Subsequently, the trucker 
may make appl ication for a refun d  by, again, reduci n g  
the reg istered g ross weight to i t s  former leve l .  H ow
ever, the costs of process ing such applications very 
nearly exceed the fees that are reta ined. The i ncrease 
i n  weight could not exceed the max i m u m  weight that 
particu lar  trucks can legally carry on  h i ghways in any 
event. 

Currently, the Act a l lows a person up to six months 
with in  which to fi le a medical report requested by the 
registrar. In some instances, th is  is  far too long, par
t icularly where the person may be sufferin g  from a 
serious medical condit ion which may i m pair  the per
son's d riv ing abi l ity. The alternative for which statu
tory exists is to suspend i mmediately pending the 
production of a medical report. H owever, th is  is not 
always desirable and may be u n fair  to an  i nd iv idual  
who may have recovered from the medical d isabil ity. 
Accordi n g ly, an amendment to the Act is proposed 
w hich would permit  f ix ing  a period wit h i n  which the 
report m ust be f i led and which would be indicated i n  
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the notice sent to the person .  
R esearch carried out by  the Federal Department of  

Transportation and other research agencies has  shown 
that motor vehicles with head lamps on before sunset 
and after sun rise, the period when vehicles are least 
conspicuous, have a s ignificantly lower i ncidence of 
accidents, approxi mately a 15 percent difference. 
Based on  those f i n d in gs, the Canadian Conference of 
M otor T ransport Admin istrators recom mended to the 
provincial M i n isters at their conference at W i n n i peg 
last year that the laws of al l  provinces respect ing when 
head lamps are to be l i ghted be changed so that head 
lamps would be requ ired to be l i ghted one-half hour  
before sunset and one-half hour  after sunrise, a t ime 
when head lamps appear to be most effective by ren d
erin g  a vehicle m o re conspicuous to other motorists. 
This recommendation was u nani mously adopted.  

P resently, the Act requ i red head lamps to be l i ghted 
after sunset and before sunrise without specify ing any 
t ime  l i m it. The b i l l  before members contains an 
amendment which would req u i re vehicles on  a h i g h
way to have the i r  head lamps l i g hted one-half hour  
before and one-half hour  after sunrise. 

A n umber of years ago, a special provis ion was 
enacted which permitted volunteer firefighters to 
equ i p  the ir  vehicles with a special red flashi ng l ight  
mou nted o n  the  left front fender and d isplay ing  the 
letters "VFF" in black letters. By and large, volunteer 
f i refighters use the i r  own private vehicles when 
respon d i n g  to an  emergency. There is  an o bvious 
need to make some special provisions to al low such 
vehicles to be equ ipped with flash ing  red l i g hts in the 
i nterests of p u bl ic safety. 

The legislat ion previously enacted was fou nd to be  
most ineffective, pr i ncipal ly because the l i g ht of  the 
type permitted cann ot be seen from al l  d i rect ions. As a 
consequence, some volunteer firefighters have started 
us ing  a flash ing  red l i g ht, com m only k nown as fireball  
l ight, w h ich can be attached to the roof of the vehicle. 
I t's g reat advantage is that it can be seen by the motor
ist from a l l  d i rections mak ing the vehicle m ore con
spicuous. The volu nteer f i refighters, supported by the 
RCMP,  have been urg ing  amending of the exist ing  
legislat ion which would permit  the use of  the f i rebal l
type of flash ing red l i g ht. 

An  amendment is therefore p roposed w h ich would 
repeal the exist ing  special provis ion for volunteer fi re
f ighters and su bstitute them with the new provis ion 
which w i l l  permit  volunteer f i refighters to equ ip  and 
use a roof-mounted flash i n g  red l ight  when respond
ing to an  e mergency. 

As wel l ,  a complementary amendment is  necessary 
to the defin i t ion of the emergency vehicles which wi l l  
i nclude motor vehicles operated by volunteer firef igh
ters when respon d i n g  to an  emergency. This amend
ment is  also contained i n  the b i l l  before us. 

C urrently, t he Act is si lent about motor vehicles 
equi pped with a ir  break systems. There is no provi
sion authoriz i n g  prescrib ing  standards for air break 
systems by regu lation. D u ri n g  inspect ion of heavy
d uty commercial vehicles, n u merous air break system 
defects were found ,  such as. leaki n g  air hoses. l ow 
reservoir pressure, i noperative low air pressure, warn
i n g  s ignals and many others. I n  the absence of stan
dards for the air break systems and leg islative 
requ i rements for compl iance, the owner can refuse to 

repair the defects and there is no authority to compel 
compliance. The pol ice have experienced s imi lar 
problems when,  in the course of the ir  enforcement of 
the Act, they find a heavy-duty truck with defective a i r  
break system and they are  powerless to take  any 
act ion.  

Accordi ng ly ,  a new provis ion is  contained i n  the b i l l  
which would req u i re a l l  motor vehicles equ ipped with 
a ir  break systems to comply with standards pres
cri bed for a i r  break systems by regu latio n .  A comple
m entary amendment to the regu lation, mak ing  sec
t ions of the Act is requ ired which would authorize 
p rescr ib ing  standards for air break systems by 
regulation. 

Strange as it may seem t here is  also n o  legislation 
now in force which in any way restricts, regu lates or  
prohib its the operation of caravans, m otorcades, 
parades, ral l ies, or other special events on provincial 
h i ghways. An example,  last year t here was a runner 
and a wheelchair ra l ly conducted between Brandon 
and W i n n i peg.  Many other  exam ples can be cited of  
caravans us ing  horsedrawn vehicles and other types 
of vehicles,  some motorized, that have been used i n  
caravans over t h e  years. Concerns h ave been 
expressed by the pol ice and others about the potential 
hazards such events create to participants and other 
traffic i f  they are completely u nregulated. 

The proposed amendment contained in the b i l l  
wou ld  requ ire the  persons or  organizations sponsor
i n g  such parades, ral l ies, etc. to obtain a per m it from 
the Officer Commanding the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Pol ice where the provincial road be ing used is  not 
temporari ly closed to other traffic. In most cases 
where parades, ral l ies, etc. are confined to a l ocal 
com m u n ity i nvolvi n g  use of a provincial h ighway, the 
road is i nvariably closed to other traffic for the d u ra
t ion of the parade. The Officer Commanding  of the 
R C M  Pol ice is deemed to be an appropriate person to 
issue such permits as that force is the pol ic ing agency 
on  all provincial roads, and as such would possess 
i nformation about part icular hazards exist ing  on  pro
posed routes of the special event. The authority issu
i n g  the permit would have powers to i m pose such 
cond it ions as may be necessary, to ensure that safety 
of the publ ic  and participants, with which the person 
or  organization would have to comply. 
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Currently, drivers i nvolved in an accident result i n g  
i n  property damage to a l l  properties exceed ing  $300 
are req u i red to report the accident to the pol ice. This  
level was l ast i ncreased i n  1977. S ince t hen, costs of  
repa i rs have escalated to the point that i n  terms of  
1977 costs, a $300 accident is  less than a $200 acci
dent was in 1977. Most other provinces have i ncreased 
the report ing  level to $400, wh i le  two provinces raised 
it to $500.00. An amendment is therefore proposed 
w h ich would i ncrease the report ing  level of property 
damage from $300 to $500.00. 

The Act requ i res the suspension of dr iv ing privi
leges of any non-resident against whom a j u dg ment 
has been rendered by any court in Canada, for dam
ages result ing from the operat ion or  ownersh ip  of a 
motor vehicle. U nl ike a s imi lar provision, which app
l ies to residents of the province, this particular section  
of the Act does not  a l low the person a 30-day period 
with in  which to satisfy the j u dgment before the sus
pension becomes effective. An amendment is there-
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fore p roposed w h ich would a l low a s i m i lar  30-day 
period with i n  wh ich the judgment may be satisfied 
before the suspension takes effect. 

A sav i n g  provis ion was enacted i n  1970, when basic 
leg is lat ion was e nacted req u i r i n g  reth readed o r  
recapped t i res t o  b e  marked b y  hav ing  t h e  word 
"rethread" or  " recap" i mprinted on  the sidewalls. Th is  
part icular su bsect ion permitted t i re dealers to paint 
such words o n  the t i res in order to a l l ow them to 
dispose of stock on hand without havin g  to i ncur 
added expense of i m print i n g  those words on  the 
sidewal ls.  As sufficient t ime has s i nce elapsed al l ow
i n g  for the d isposal of t i res and stock, it is proposed to 
repeal this particu lar provision. 

My department has received reports of i ncreas ing 
n u m bers of d rivers of  cars and m otorcycles wear ing 
dual headphones whi le  operatin g  the ir  vehicles and 
l iste n i n g  to a radi o  or  taped m usic. In  many observed 
instances, the m usic was so loud that the d river would 
have been total ly ob l ivious to other traffic sounds 
incl ud i n g  horns,  sirens of emerg ency vehicles, trains 
and other traffics sounds, which coul d  be i mportant 
for the d river to hear. The pol ice and others consider 
this to be a very dangerous practice. A driver is unable 
to hear s irens of approaching emergency vehicles, 
trains or  horns sounded by other vehicles because of 
a potent ial ly hazardous traffic situation. Moreover, a 
driver e n grossed i n  l iste n i n g  to m usic would be less 
attentive to traffic condit ions around h i m  and cou ld 
e ither create or  fai l  to respond to a potential ly hazard
ous traffic situation. Whi le  no  other provi nce has 
enacted s imi lar legislation prohib it ing the use of radio 
headphones whi le operat ing a motor vehicle on a 
h ighway, a n u m ber have made i n q u i ries about the 
matter because of s i m i lar concerns. The bil l before 
mem bers contains a provision which proh ibits the use 
of radi o  headphones on  both ears whi le operat ing a 
m otor vehicle on a h i g hway and l isten i n g  to a radi o  or  
tape record ing .  

C u rrent l aw requ i res, i n  addit ion to registrat ion as  a 
com mercial truck, a separate l icence authoriz ing  its 
operat ion as a com mercial truck. An appl icant is also 
req u i red to verify the i nformation he  is req u i red to 
furnish in an appl ication for a commercial truck 
l icence by an affidavit. The law appl ies to all commeri
cal trucks, i rrespective of the g ross weig ht. This law 
has apparently n ever been rigidly enforced, either by 
the  board when it was the registrat ion authority, or  the 
Registrar, when the res ponsibi l ity was transferred to 
him in 1973. As a result, there has been a certain 
amount of abuse of commercial truck registrations, 
which can only be used to haul  the owners own goods. 
Some are used to haul  for h ire as PSV without fi rst 
obtain i n g  the n ecessary authority from the M otor 
Transport Board. PSV operators have complained of 
this issue and have u rged that measures be i m ple
m ented to t ig hten u p  the issue of com me rcial truck 
registrations. 

Amendm ents are proposed w h ich would,  (1) l i m it 
the onus proved n ecessary to o btai n a l icence and 
registrat ion to trucks hav ing  a g ross weight over 
12,500 k i lograms, as it is  u n l i ke ly that smal ler trucks 
can or would be econom ically used for h i re and, (2) 
transfer the l icence issu ing  authority to the board, 
whi le  the Registrar issu ing  fu nction would remain 
with in the R egistrar. 

I n  the case of a truck over 12 , 700 g ross vehicle 
weight, no  registration would be issued, u n less the 
appl icant produces a l icence from the board. The 
appl icant before bei n g  g ranted a l icence, would have 
to verify the i nformation of his appl icat ion for a com
m ercial truck l icence by affidavit concern ing  the 
nature of the proposed operation of the truck. 

As mem bers are no doubt aware, the basic i nsu
rance l iab i l ity l i m its have been i ncreased u nder The 
I nsurance Act, from $50,000 to $ 100,000.00. The 
H i g hway Traffic Act contai ns a n u m ber of  p rovisions 
i n  which reference is  made to m i nim u m  insurance 
l iab i l ity l i m its and the proportion ment of monies 
between bodi ly in jury or death and property damage, 
on  the basis of $90,000 for the former and $ 10,000 for 
the latter. Accordi n g ly, the b i l l  conta ins amend ments 
to several sect ions of the Act, increasin g  the m i n i m u m  
l i m its t o  t h e  same level requ ired u n der The I nsurance 
Act. 

When the Supreme Court ru led that provisions of 
the Cri m inal Code relat ing  to d riv ing wh i le u n der sus
pension ,  u ltra vi res of parl iament,  a l l  provinces had to 
either enact provincial legislatio n ,  or strengthen exist
i n g  legislation. I n  Manitoba's case the latter was done.  
The Cri m i n al Code def ined the term "motor vehicle" 
in such broad terms that it i ncluded every k ind  of 
self-propel led vehicle except vehicles runn ing  upon 
ra i ls  and i ncluded snowmobi les, whether operated on 
or  off  h ig hways. In  the redraft ing  of  the previous pro
vision,  sufficient attention was not paid to the d ifferent 
definit ions of m otor vehicles as contained in the code, 
com pared to that of The H ig hway Traffic Act, which is  
m uch narrower. 
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For example,  it d oes not include snowmobi les, 
w h ich are requ ired to be registered u nder The Snow
mobi le  Act. R ecently a suspended d river was charged 
for d rivi n g  a snowmobi le upon a h ighway wh i le u nder  
suspension.  The person was recently convicted i n  
Provincial Court and then appealed from the convic
t ion .  On appeal, the conviction was quashed on the 
g rounds that the vehicle which the accused was d riv
i n g ,  a three-wheeled, a l l-terra in  vehicle, was not a 
m otor vehicle as defined i n  The H ighway Traffic Act. 
Such three-wheeled, al l-terra in  vehicles are i nc luded 
wi th in  the definit ion of snowmobi les. Apparently it is  
n ot u ncom m o n  for suspended d rivers to resort to 
operat ion of snowmobi les along the h i ghways wh i le  
u n der suspension. I t  is  a p ractice w h ich should n ot be 
condoned . Accord ing ly, the bi l l  contains an amend
ment to i nclude the term "snowmobi le" as defined i n  
T h e  Snowmobi le Act a n d  would make i t  an offence for 
a person to o perate such a vehicle u pon a h ig hway 
wh i le u nder  suspension. No offence would be created 
i f  a person confined his operat ion to off-h ighway 
sites, where the operation of snowmobiles is permitted. 

The Motor Vehicle Branch freq uently receives 
i nformation from a variety of sources, i nclud ing  police, 
Autopac and others i n d icat ing  that a particular m otor 
vehicle is  mechanical ly unsafe for operation o n  h i g h
ways. So when the Veh icle I nspect ion U nits are i n  
operatio n ,  th is  presents no problem, s i nce the owner 
can be d i rected to submit h is  vehicle for inspect ion 
with in  a prescribed period of  ti me. H owever, a prob
lem arises when the i nspection program is not opera
tional d u ri n g  late fall and winter m onths. At that t ime,  
the only recourse is  to req u i re the owner to have the 
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vehicle i nspected by a q ual if ied mechanic or other 
repair fac i l ity. There is, however, no specific statutory 
authority for the Registrar to make such a demand. 
M embers w i l l  recall that d u ri n g  considerat ion of Esti
mates in my department ,  concern was expressed 
about motor vehicles w h ich are written off by Autopac 
and su bsequently sold at pub l ic auct ion w h ich are 
then reregistered and p ut back on the  road without 
anyone certify ing  as to the mechanical road worthi
ness of such vehicles. The several amendments con
tained in the b i l l  would assist the branch in dea l ing  
w i th  such  problems as  we l l  as  those reported by the  
pol ice and others expeditiously, rather than  deferr in g  
the matter unt i l  t h e  inspection u n its are operational .  

The amendment proposed in  the b i l l  w i l l : 
1. Authorize the Registrar to req u i re an owner of a 

motor vehicle or tra i ler  to submit  it for inspection  by a 
q ual if ied mechanic or person who operates a garage 
or  other repair fac i l ity for motor vehicles and furnish 
to h im a report sett ing  out the f indings of the 
i nspect ion;  

2 .  Where the owner of the motor vehicle or  tra i ler  
fa i ls  or  refuses to present  i t  for  i nspection as requ i red,  
the Registrar may then cancel the registrat ion issued 
for the at vehicle u nt i l  the owner compl ies; and 

3 .  Where the report of the i ns pect ion of the vehicle 
i nd icates that i t  is n ot in g ood work i n g  order or  is 
otherwise defective, the R eg istrar is  then requ i red to 
suspend the registrat ion  unt i l  the defective parts or 
systems are repai red or  replaced and i t  is  judged to be 
in a safe operat ing condit ion. 

M r. Speaker, the bulk of these amendments are 
i ndeed amendm ents that result  from a fair ly thoroug h  
evaluat ion o f  our  present laws a n d  regu lations and 
these are to assist i n  the further ing of m uch safer 
dr iv ing abi l ities on  the part of our motor ing  publ ic.  

I commend the bi l l  to the House, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Pembina. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: Mr.  Speaker, I move, seconded by 
the M LA for Lakeside,  that debate be adjourned. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is the Honourable Member for E l m
wood wishi n g  to speak to the b i l l?  

MR. R .  DOERN: Before the adjournment I wanted to 
make a few remarks. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Elmwood. 

MR. R. DOERN: M r. S peaker, there are a n u mber of 
th ings  in The H i ghway T raffic Act I want to com ment 
on  and I wanted to, f i rst of a l l ,  say in regard to one 
general point  about the use of radi o  headphones. I n  
some ways, I su ppose, that i nvention i s  one of the 
worst of al l  t ime,  i n  that I th ink a l ot of young people 
are spend ing  a l l  their  t ime wal k ing around wear ing  a 
headset l iste n i n g  to the rad io or l iste n i n g  to m usic 
which I can n ot th ink  is a good or  positive develop
ment, namely,  i t  m ight  be useful for people to have 
t ime to th ink  and reflect and observe and enjoy the 
beauties of nature. But one of the b iggest advantages 
of that new i nvention or n ew technology is  that the 
person l iste n i n g  doesn't i nfl ict their  programming  

choices or  the i r  music o n  other  people, as  has  been 
done for many years by teenagers o n  buses w ith 
radios or  young k ids wal k i n g  around l u g g i n g  enor
mous stereo sets - very com m o n  i n  Eastern Canada, 
less com mon,  I th ink ,  in W i n n i peg - and consequently 
making a publ ic nu isance of themselves. 

But I m ust i m m ed iately say to the M in ister that 
although I th ink  this is  o bviously a good i dea, n am ely, 
to d iscourage and prevent people dr iv ing motor vehi
cles from wear ing  headsets because of the danger of 
them not hearin g  other vehicles or the safety hazard. 
There is also a safety hazard in a car d river or  a truck 
driver s imply d riv ing around with a very loud blar ing 
radio and I don't k now whether that's any worse than 
weari n g  a headset or  just hav ing  your radi o  so loud ,  
you m i g ht not be aware of trains  or  other  traffic or 
chi ldren or  whatever. 

I also say to the M in ister that a lthough he  has 
addressed the q u estion of motor vehicles, he  hasn't 
addressed the q u estion of b icycles or m otorcycles i n  
regard t o  these same headsets because I have seen 
m otorcycl ists d riv ing around wear ing  these headsets 
as wel l ,  and I assume that also is somewhat of a 
hazard. So,  I j ust wanted to make those remarks to 
h im.  

Mr .  Speaker, there's a section  in  The H i ghway Traf
fic Act which is  n ot e nforced, which I have spoken on  
before, wh ich  I d raw aga in  to the M in ister's attent ion 
and that  is  i n  regard to bicycle safety. There is  a 
provision i n  the Act cal l i n g  for a requ i rement on the 
part of  cyclists to have l ig hts or  i l l u m ination when it's 
dark and th is  is  a standard feature of the Act that's 
been there for decades, b ut it's not enforced. I be l ieve 
that this is  a real safety hazard and always about th is  
t ime of the year, I th ink ,  motor vehicle operators 
become conscious, especial ly in the C ity of W i n n i peg,  
of h u ndreds and thousands of cyclists who are o ut at 
n ig ht It's a rare eve n i n g ,  i n deed, when o n e  can actu
ally f ind  a person who has a l ig ht I t h i n k  i n  the last five 
years I 've counted three, and that's out of l iterally 
h u n dreds and hundreds of people. Any m otor vehicle 
d river in the C ity of W i n n i peg at n ig htt ime who, l et's 
say, is  dr iv ing along and one or  two bicycles are 
before h i m  or suddenly cut in front of h i m ,  i t  takes a lot 
of luck,  M r. Speaker, to be able to see a vehicle that 
doesn't have a l i g ht.  At the very same time, people who 
drive motorcycles are a g reat deal smarter in the sense 
that they o perate their b i kes, many of them, with l i g hts 
on during the dayt ime.  So you can see a l l  k inds of 
m otorcycl ists wh ipp ing  around the streets of W i n
n ipeg with their  l i g hts on ,  their  headl ig hts and their  
tai l l i g hts on  and then at  n ig htt ime out come the 
cyclists, many of them young kids and teenagers, they 
don't have any l i g hts. So the contrast is  pretty sharp 
and the i mpl ications are q u ite dangerous. 
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Years ago, I k now i n  the 50s, they used to enforce 
the law. I ' m  n ot tal k i n g  about the W i n n i peg Pol ice. 
N ow, I don't th ink  any effort is made by the Pol ice 
Department who have many responsib i l it ies. I don't 
t h i n k  any real effort is made at a l l .  So, I say to the 
M i n ister one th ink  he  should d o  is get a hold of the law 
enforcement agencies and ask them to do someth ing 
about th is  leg is lation. 

The other th ing  I t h i n k  he  should do is to spend 
some money on  safety. N ow, maybe he  does have 
some programs. But I th ink  his department, in particu-
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lar, i n  conjunct ion with other government depart
ments should  spend money on educat ing and remi nd
ing people about what they shou ld  d o  to m i n i mize the  
dangers of accident and death.  I read only a few days 
ago in the Free Press about some c l i n ics that were 
being offered for young c h i ldre n  about operat ing 
bicycles, bicycle safety, and they gave a f igu re, I th ink ,  
that 200 c h i l dren a year i n  the province are in jured 
from col l is ions with motor vehicles. I 'm sure that 
n u mber could be brought  down s i g n ificantly, i f  there 
was a cont inuous cam paig n  focused in the s u m mer, 
spr ing and fall and also, of cou rse, concentrat ing  on 
driving at n i ght, operat ing a vehicle at n ight .  

I a lso note, M r. Speaker, and I say to the M in i ster 
that Ottawa apparently recently had a crackdown i n  
t h e  sense o f  their  pol ice apparently take d ifferent 
areas of The H ighway Traffic Act and focus on  them to 
get publ ic  attent ion.  They recently had a week-long 
program of go ing  after people in this regard to make 
them more aware of it .  

M r. S peaker, the other poi nts I m ent ion to the M i n is
ter i n  general are, I assu m e  that one of these days i n  
'82-83, he  is  go ing t o  br ing i n  some mandatory seat 
belt legislation and helmet leg islation, which I t h i n k  i s  
long overd ue i n  regard to safety and i n  regard to  
medical costs which are  borne by the general pub l ic .  I 
also want to say to h i m  that I don't know what the 
answer is,  but I bel ieve that some of the equ i pment h is  
department has that occasional ly runs on  the h igh
ways is  a bit  of a hazard too, and I don't k now what the 
solution is ,  where you have road g raders going d own 
-(I nterjection )- no,  I 'm going back to the days w hen 
Walter Weir was H i g hway M i n ister when I recall some 
inc idents then.  I ' m  not going to talk about the prede
cessors -(I nterjectio n ) - th at's r ight ,  he  had a pol it i
cal accident. 

So, M r. Speaker, I s i mply say that when you have 
large g raders goi n g  down the h ig hway, I th ink  there is 
a real problem there and I d on't k now the solution, 
nam ely, that they do n ot have their headl i ghts in the 
n ormal p lace, I g uess because of the blades. They 
have them h i g her up i n  a d ifferent spot, so that a m otor 
vehicle operator coming down the h ig hway and one of 
these is  coming on  the other side of the road, I th ink  
there is an i l l us ion created and I th ink  there's a safety 
problem there as wel l .  But I don't k now whether there 
could be some l ig hts attached that would be in the 
normal posit ion of a car or  a truck,  but I say that the 
present way that they o perate when they go o n  the 
h ig hways is deceptive to d rivers. Anyth ing  that is out 
of the ordinary is a safety hazard. 

The f inal  th ing  I say to the M i n i ster, M r. Speaker, is 
that - and here again I k n ow what the problem is ,  but I 
don't k n ow what the solut ion is .  There are many vehi
cles operat ing that don't have standard bum pers on 
them. For example, some trucks have no bumpers at 
the back. Others have very h igh  ones, so that when 
you get to a situation where there is  a m i n o r  col l is ion 
of a motor veh icle at  10, 15 m i les an  hour stri k i n g  one 
of  these other  vehic les in  the rear, you can have a 
tremendous amount of damage because of the fact 
that there isn 't a stan dard b u m per there. The b u m per 
may not be there at  a l l ,  or  it may be f ive feet off  the 
g ro u n d  as compared to two o r  th ree feet off the 
ground. I wou l d  l i ke to hear at some point the M i n ister 
comment on  that part icu lar problem. 

I g o  back to my main point, M r. Speaker, which is  
that there are sect ions i n  The H ig hway Traffic Act  that 
are not be ing  enforced and I would u rge the M i n i ster 
to l ook at some of these and to ask or  demand of the 
law enforcement authorities, both the RCMP and the 
Winni peg and other mun ic ipal pol ice that they enforce 
them because of the fact that i f  they don't, t here is a 
threat to l ife and l imb.  
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MR. D. ORCHARD: I move, seconded by the Honou r
able M e m ber for T u rt le Mou nta in  that debate be 
addjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Government H ouse Leader. 

HON. l. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke to 
m ove, seconded by the Honourable M i n ister of Gov
ernment Services that M r. S peaker do now leave the 
Chair  and the House resolve itself  i nto a Committee to 
consider of the Supply to be g ranted to Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried and the H ouse 
resolved itself  i nto a Committee to consider of the 
S u pply to be g ranted to Her  Majesty with the H on ou r
able M em ber for F l i n  F lon i n  the Chair  for the Depart
ment of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. 

SUPPl V - CONSUMER AND 
CORPORATE AFFAIRS 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, J.  Storie: I n  view of the 
fact that we do have a quorum,  I d i rect the members' 
attention to page 30 to consider the Esti mates of the 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs Department, begin
ning with I te m  No.  1, G eneral A d m i n istrat ion,  1. (a) 
The M i n i ster's Salary. 

MR. G. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, should we proceed i n  
a n o rmal  fash ion and leave M i n i ster's Salary unt i l  the 
end and make i t  the last item to be  dealt with and then 
we can carry through with the rest of them f i rst. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I bel ieve it's customary 
for the M i n ister to make some open i n g  remarks, i f  he 
would wish.  

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, and I agree with respect to 
the M i n ister's Salary. May I proceed, M r. C hairman. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I f  you're ready to proceed 
- 1. (b) Management and Administrat ion.  

HON. E.  KOSTYRA: As M in ister of Consumer and 
Corporate Affai rs, it i s  a privi lege for m e  to br ing my 
Estimates before the H ouse for  the f i rst t ime i n  th is  
new Legislature. 

It i s  the i ntention of this government to p u rsue an 
active role i n  the area of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs. Est imate expenditures for my department 
have been increased 26 percent over the cu rrent fiscal 
year. 

I n  Appropriation 1. General A d m i n istrat ion,  operat
i n g  expenditures have risen $67,900.00. Th is  i ncrease 
is largely in the area of the Consumer Commun ica-
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t ions Program. This  prog ram is respons i b le for foster
i n g  publ ic awareness and appreciation for consumer, 
tenant and corporate concerns through the produc
t ion and d istri bution of i nformation pamphlets, adver
tisi n g  and producin g  audio visuals and education 
materials for use in the schools. I t  is  our  i ntention to 
i ncrease this activity and to ensure Manitobans are 
aware of the ir  r ights and respons ib i l ities, especial ly i n  
the area of landlord and tenant matters. 

In Appropriation 2. Consumer Affairs, the major 
thrust for the next fiscal year is  rent regu lation. The 
Rent Regu lation Prog ram when fu l ly  operational wi l l  
req u ire an i ncrease of 15 staff over the existin g  
tenancy arbitration staff complement a n d  addit ional 
operat ing expenditures for a total antici pated i ncrease 
of $382,400 over the Tenancy Arbitration  Program. 
Addit ional  staff, however, may be req u i red  i n  the 
i n it ial  stages of the program depe n d i n g  o n  the work 
l oad. The Rent Regulation Program, u nl i ke the p res
ent prog ram, w i l l  put the  o n us on the  landl ord to 
j ustify excessive rent i ncreases, rather than depend
ing solely on  tenants to cal l attention to such i ncreases. 
At the same t i me, the program does permit j ustified 
cost i ncreases to be included.  I n  this regard, the pro
g ram recogn izes that i nd iv idual  landlords may have 
exceptional costs t hat can n ot be covered by ihe  
gu ide l ines a lone. This  is  a m uch fairer system to the 
landl ord than the sole use of market comparisons 
which the previous program rel ied on .  

I n  Consumer  Affai rs, we opened an  office of the 
Rentalsman i n  Brandon,  Apri l  8th th is  year. The fund
i n g  for th is  office is anticipated to be $54,900.00. An 
addit ional staff man year for the Assistant Deputy 
M i n ister's office is also i ncluded i n  these Est imates. 

The g rant to the Consu m ers' Association of Canada 
for Man i to ba w i l l  be i ncreased to $8,800 and a new 
g rant to the C o m m u n ity I ncome Tax Service and 
Consumer Credit Counse l l i ng  of up to $50,000 will be 
made in this next fiscal year. This g rant wil l  enable low 
i ncome i nd iv iduals to cont inue  to receive i ncome tax 
return counse l l i ng  and credit counse l l i ng .  

I n  A ppropriation 3 .  Corporate Affairs, I d i rect the 
members' attention to the Corporations Branch, where 
$ 1 2 1 , 000 has been i ncluded i n  Other Expenditures for 
the i ntroduction of an  A utomated Name Search Sys
tem. Presently the Corporations B ranch, when reg is
ter ing a business, does a lengthy t ime-consuming 
manua l  search of busin ess names o n  record wi th  the 
Corporations B ranch. Essentially, this inc ludes o n ly 
Manitoba and federal busi nesses. The company's 
name is  p rotected o n ly in Manitoba from other com
panies using that name in Man itoba. The Automated 
Name Search System wi l l  capture new bus iness 
names from most provi nces and the Federal  G overn
ment. When a new busi ness is  formed, the proposed 
name w i l l  be checked against all the names on  file. I f  
t h e  n a m e  is  avai lable, it is registered with the Corpora
t ions B ranch and the business can use this name i n  
other Canadian j u risdictions. 

The advantages to adopt ing  the Automated Name 
Search System are pr imari ly in  the areas of enhanci n g  
Manitoba based busi nesses, a competitive advantage 
in other provi nces by protect ing their  business name 
and speed i n g  u p  the i ncorporation processes as the 
Automated Name Search has a 24-hour  turnaround 
t ime versus the present four  to five days u nder the 
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manual system. Th is  change wi l l  facil itate the forma
t ion of new businesses i n  Man itoba. 

Two addit ional staff were added in the 1 982-83 
Esti mates in Corporate Affairs, one clerical position i n  
t h e  Corporations Branch t o  maintain t h e  corporate 
annual retu rns on a current basis and one officer posi
t ion in the I nsurance Branch to cope with the i ncreased 
work load. An increase from $60 to $75 per hour  in the 
rates paid to the technical advisers to the Publ ic Ut i l i 
t ies Board has also been provided for i n  these Estimtes. 

The 1 982-83 Esti mates of my Department of Con
sumer and Corporate Affairs represents the fi rst 
change from passive response orientated department 
to an  active department reach ing  out to i m p rove the 
position of i n d iv iduals and businesses i n  Manitoba. 
This change can n ot be made in one year, but this 
course will continue  to be pursued in the future. I 
recommend these Est imates to the h o n o u rable 
members for  their  considerat ion and approval. 

MR. DEPUTY C HAIRMAN: The M e m be r  for Tuxedo. 

MR. G .  FILMON: Thank you,  M r. Cha i rman .  I n  
responding to the M i nister's openi n g  remarks, I wonder 
i f  I could set the stage for the considerat ion of his 
Esti mates by suggest ing  a cou ple of things which may 
be out of the ordinary in terms of the method of con
siderat ion of his Est imates but may facil itate the early 
complet ion of those Est imates. 

The one suggestion that I have is, i f  we could spend 
a reasonable amount of t ime i n  d iscussion  without 
go ing  l i n e  by l i ne at the beg i n n i n g  and al low perhaps 
some flex ib i l ity, so that some of the members on our  
s ide cou ld  get  the ir  q uestions over w i th  even i f  it's a l l  
under  Item 1 ,  my suggest ion is that once we have 
asked our  particular q uest ions, I may j ust suggest that 
the whole th ing  go through as a l u m p. 

My purpose i n  say ing  it that way is f i rstly, n ot to 
undu ly t ie up the M i n ister's staff sitti n g  through 
lengthy d iscussions. Seco nd ly ,  I don't p ropose to 
address the topic of The Rent Regulat ion R eview Act 
at a l l  si nce the M i n ister's statement is repetitive of 
what he has al ready said and my response would o n ly 
be repetitive of what I have al ready said. I bel ieve that 
the n ext stage of pub l ic hearings wi l l  lead to the 
further debate that should ensue on  that part icular 
legislation and th is isn 't the place for d iscussion on  i t  
i n  m y  view. 

So asi de from those, we w i l l  have some specific 
q uest ions and then,  as I say, I would be prepared to let 
the ent ire Estimates go and with any l uck at al l  that 
may even happen later this afternoon. If the M i n ister 
w i l l  be receptive to that suggestion, we wi l l  go  at 
everyth ing  we have u nder this f i rst item and then go 
on  later. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Agreed. That's the process we 
fol lowed with the other two departments I ' m  respon
sible for. 

MR. DEPUTY C HAIRMAN: That's the u nderstanding 
then. Comments? 

MR. G .  FILMON: Thank you, M r. C hairman, and I 
than k the M i n ister for that u nderstand ing. 

I j ust was tak i n g  some very rapid notes as the M i n is-
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ter went through h is  openi n g  remarks. The major 
i ncrease in staff, i f  I can j ust clarify, under  The Rent  
Regulat ion R eview Act and the respons ib i l ity for 
admi n ister ing it, the M i n ister did say 1 5  staff over and 
above those who are a l ready in place u n der the 
Tenancy A rb itrat ion B u reau w hich brings i t  to a total 
of - can I have the total f igu re on  that, please? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: The total would be 23 staff. 

MR. G. FILMON: O kay, p lus the M i n ister d id  indicate 
that there may be a need for more under the i n it ial 
start-up phase in which there may be a backl og of 
protests to deal with. I am p leased to see the fact that 
space was f ina l ly  contracted for in Brandon. As the 
M i n ister is aware, on  October 23rd last year, we 
announced the establ ishment of that office and we are 
p leased to see that the office is a permanent f ixture i n  
Brandon with a Deputy Rentalsman i n  place. 

The M in ister i nd icated e nhancements to certain 
grants that had been carried on  in the past, one to the 
Consumer's Association of Canada and I am pleased 
to see that; the other g rants were to the C o m m u n ity 
I ncome Tax Service and I t h i n k  the M i n ister said that 
was a new one. I thought there was a small g rant being 
g iven to them i n  the past. Can the M i n ister clarify that 
for me? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: There was a g rant in the last 
fiscal year of $8,000.00. 

MR. G. FILMON: So there has been an  enhancement 
to that, an  i ncrease to that, and a new one on  the 
C redit Counse l l ing  s ide to v i rtual ly the same organi
zat ion,  as I recal l .  

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, it is to the Credit  Counsel
l ing Consu mer I ncome Tax Service. 

MR. G. FILMON: They are l ocated in the same office 
and deal i n g  with basical ly the same cl ientele, as I 
u nderstand.  I wondered if the M i n ister can clarify, is  
the Consumer C redit  Counse l l i ng  aspect of the Con
sumers B u reau carry i n g  on  as we had establ ished, 
one person as a co-ordinator last year? Is that carry
i n g  on with i n  the department? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, the program that the Member 
for Tuxedo referred to is  cont i n u i ng.  There are p i lot 
projects u nder  way i n  the comm u n ities of Portage la 
Prair ie and Selk i rk .  We wi l l  certa in ly be reviewing  how 
those programs work with a view of i ncreasi n g  that 
service to other areas of the province. 

MR. G. FILMON: I than k the M i n ister for that answer. 
U nder the Corporations Branch, the Automated Name 
Search System ,  I bel ieve, was o n e  that was u nder 
d iscussion when we were sti l l  i n  office and anyth ing  
that wi l l  en hance the efficiency and the  abi l ity of the 
Corporations Branch to serve the pu bl ic,  I th ink ,  is  to 
be commended. We are p leased to support that par
ticular item.  

Other than that,  the M i n ister has i n d icated a com
mitment to an active Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
portfol io ,  active orientat ion of the government as 
o pposed to a passive one.  T h us far, I would assu me 

the on ly  area that he  would term as being a change to 
this or ientat ion is the i ntervention in The Rent Regula
t ion Review Act and we are certa in ly  i nterested to see 
what other areas the M i n ister plans to take an  activist 
role i n .  

I would ask t h e  M i n ister a t  t h i s  t ime i f  he  cou ld tel l  u s  
whether or  n o t  t h e  proposed T ravel I ndustry Associa
t ion Act is  ready to be released in the Legislature for 
th is  Session or  has there been some change i n  the 
government's plans with respect to this legislation? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Thank you, M r. Chairman. As I 
i nd icated when I made the statement to the House, the 
govern ment was p roceedi n g  o n  d raft ing  legislation 
with respect to the Travel I n dustry and hopeful ly, i f  
there was agreement with the i n dustry, that the legis
l at ion would be forthco m i n g  i n  th is  cu rrent Sessio n .  
We have been work i n g  i n  t h e  past, I g u ess s i x ,  seven 
weeks, s ince that annou ncement on  d raft ing  legisla
t ion and have had ongoing d iscussions with the Travel 
I nd ustry. 

I wou l d  report, however, that we have not as of yet, 
as far as the d raft ing  that we've done and the  d iscus
s ion that we've had with the i n dustry, we have n ot 
been able to reach agreement with the i ndustry on the 
major poi nts of the legislat ion .  So at th is  point ,  I can
not say whether or  not it wi l l  be brought in this Session 
or  whether it may have to be delayed unt i l  a subse
q uent Session.  

MR. G. FILMON: Another area that the M i n ister had 
i n d icated i n  some - i t  was either dur ing Question 
Period or  dur ing  debate on  some issue or  other in the 
Legislature that there had not been an active com
m u n ity relat ions arm of the department and I see o n e  
of h is  staff members h e r e  who worked i n  that capacity 
u n der Mr. Mark Stefanson when Consumer and Cor
porate Affairs was u n ited with E nviron ment. I th ink  
at  the  t ime I m ig ht have corrected the  M in ister and  
i n d icated that of course previously M r. Stefanson and 
M iss Wi l k inson and other support staff were perform
i n g  that role and s ince the spin-off of Environment to 
N orthern Affairs that M r. Stefanson, I u nderstand,  was 
transferred along with them. 

Has there been addit ional  expansion of that aspect 
of the department, the com m u n ity relat ions aspect of 
the department in these Estimates? 
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HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, M r. Chairman . F i rst of a l l, 
the comment that was attributed to m e  by the Member 
for  Tuxedo was not made by myself. Rather, it was 
made by the F i rst M in ister and he was respon d i n g  to 
h i m ,  not me. There is in the Esti mates an i ncrease i n  
expenditures for that section and the addit ion o f  one 
further staff person, be ing an i nformation writer. The 
total i ncrease i n  that section is  $62,000.00. 

MR. G. FILMON: I thank the M i n ister for that answer 
and I h ope that he'll correct the F i rst M i n ister's m isap
prehension about there not hav i n g  been a com m u n ity 
relat ions aspect to the department previously. 

For the m oment,  I w i l l  turn the f loor over, i f  I may, to 
the Member for Turt le Mou ntai n ,  who has a problem 
that he'd l i ke  to d iscuss with the M i n ister. 

M R .  D E P U T Y  C HAIR MAN: T h e  M e m b e r  f o r  
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Turt le Mountain .  

MR. B .  RANSOM: Thank you, M r. Chairman.  I n  the 
A n nual Report for the year  1981, o n  page 9 of that 
report, I tem No.  1, which concerns a complaint  
received by the Consumers B u reau against a s id ing  
company, I am wondering if the M in ister can advise 
the name of that s id ing company. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: M r. Chairman, I 'm i nformed that 
it's a n ot customary practice to i n dicate the name of 
the actual company, nor the name of the complainant, 
in any actions that are bei n g  dealt with u n de r  the 
Consumers B ureau. I bel ieve there is  provision for 
confidential ity with i n  the legislation. These examples 
are put forth to g ive mem bers and the pub l ic general ly 
some i n d icat ion of the k i n d  of situat ions that the 
department deals with ,  particularly the Consumers 
B ureau, but it's n ot i ntended nor, as I i nd icated, 
p roper to i n d icate the actual names of the company or 
the i n d ividuals that l odged complaints. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, since there were i n  
1981 s o m e  3 15 c o m p l a i nts  respect i n g  h o m e  
i m p rovements, it's clearly an  area that i s  caus ing 
some concern and it certain ly is  somet h i n g  that is  
causi n g  a lot  of concern in  my constituency. I would 
wonder i f  the M in ister had g iven any consideration  to 
the advisabi l i ty of making k n own the names of some 
of the companies or al l  of the companies against 
which complaints have been lodged, especial ly those 
where the Consu mers B u reau has been able to effect 
some k i n d  of sett lement,  or where they feel that there 
was a legit imate case where there wasn't a sett lement 
arrived at. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, M r. Chairman,  we can cer
tainly take that matter under  advisement as it may 
req u i re changes in the legislat ion.  I 'd also say, j ust i n  
general response, I t h i n k  t hat w here t h e  Consumers 
B u reau is successful i n  mediat ing  a resolve to com
plaints between i nd ividuals and particular companies, 
that I ' m  not certain of the benefit of  expos ing  the 
names of those companies because i t  may wel l  be 
after i n it ial i n tervention and deal i n g  with one particu
lar situat io n ,  that company then does not again get 
i nto the k i nd of situation that requ i res the assistance 
of the .department ,  so it may g ive a bad name to a 
company over one particular c i rcumstance. 

I shou ld  say, also, we do recogn ize the problem that 
exists at the present t ime with respect to com panies 
o perati n g  i n  the home i mprovement bus iness espe
cial ly now that the C ritical Hom e  Repair Program 
under the Man itoba Housing and R enewal Corpora
t ion and various Federal Govern ment programs are 
i ncreas ing ,  wh ich means that there's i ncreased activ
ity i n  th is  g eneral area. We've suggested that there 
should be i n  conj u nction with the Man itoba Housing 
and Renewal Corporat ion some in formation g iven out 
to i n d ividuals who make applicat ion for  g rants and 
l oans u n der the Crit ical Home Repai r Program, some 
i nformat ion as to what their  r ights are and forewarn
i n g  them of some of the d ifficulties that may arise i n  
deal i n g  with contractors. So w e  have taken that i n itia
tive, but as far as n a m i n g  actual compan ies, I am 
in formed that may requ ire a legislative change and 

2853 

secondly, I would have some concerns if we p ubl ished 
a l l  companies, that it may be companies that comply 
very qu ickly with one particular complaint and it may 
taint that company u n fair ly when they are then operat
i n g  in a reasonable fashion .  

MR. DEPUTY C HAIRMAN: The Member for  T u rt le 
Mountai n. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. Chairman,  the New Democratic 
Party has pledged to i ntroduce a Freedom of I nforma
tion Act. I f  such an act is  i ntrod uced, wil l that be done 
t h rough this department? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: I don't k now. I bel ieve that wou l d  
be com i n g  under  the Attorney-General .  

MR. B. RANSOM: C a n  t h e  M i n ister advise approxi
mately how many compan ies are operat ing  in the 
province now with  respect to s id ing  and insu lation? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: I am afraid I have no idea. I don't 
t h i n k  that k i n d  of i nformation would even be avai lable 
within our  department.  The o n ly i nformation we 
would have - I don't have i t  avai lable here and I could 
obta in  it for the member i f  h e  so desi red - we do have 
i nformation on  the n u mber of companies that are 
l icensed i n  that f ie ld to sel l  door-to-door, but that 
obviously isn't the total i nd ustry. I t's only those that 
would be l icensed to sel l  door to door and I don't  have 
t hat i n formation avai lable, but I cou ld o btain it for the 
member i f  he so desires. 

MR. B. RANSOM: I am not, personal ly, so i nterested 
in hav ing  the actual n u m ber, M r. Chairman.  It is j ust 
that th is  is  an area of considerable concern with in  my 
constituency and evidently elsewhere because there 
were 351 complaints lodged to the department i n  
1981, a n d  my experience h as been there would b e  a 
g reat many people who did not bother to complain .  
What has happened i n  many situations is  that there 
have been some very - I su ppose what we m i g ht 
l oosely term h i g h-pressure tactics used by sales peo
ple in enteri n g  i nto contracts, the sort of t h i n g  wh ich is 
described here in the A n nual Report of the depart
m ent where one or two sales people may come in ;  they 
seem to f ind elderly people as a ru le, people that are 
on pensions very often ,  very often widows and cal l  on  
them at  odd hours of the day and n i g ht ,  write out  the 
cheque for  them to s ig n ,  f i l l  out the contracts and put a 
substantial amount of pressure on these people, even 
though the i n dividuals have i n dicated to them that 
they don't wish to proceed. 

Also, my experience has been that there are cases 
where there certa in ly is  not good value  for money. 
One part icular case that we looked at in Boissevai n ,  
they'd entered i nto a contract t o  do some work o n  a 
house for $3,591 i n  the contract and I had a local 
contractor look at the situation without k nowi n g  
about t h e  contract that h a d  already been s igned and 
had h i m  make a f irm q uotat ion on  what it would cost to 
do that work. The local contractor said it cou ld be 
done for, I bel ieve, between $1,000 and $ 1, 100.00. 
N ow, that particular case, Mr. Chairman,  I would point 
out that through the co-operation of the Consumers 
B u reau, we were able to effect a reasonable settle-
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ment there. The work had n ot been done and half of 
the down payment at least was ult imately refunded 
back to the lady in q uest ion and I com mend the Con
sumers B u reau for the work that they did on  that. But 
that is only one example of many s imi lar  situations 
that have come to my attent ion.  

I raised the question with the M i n ister and named 
the com pany i nvolved and I therefore am ask i n g  the 
M i n ister now, i f  he can advise the Committee of the 
results of his i nvestigation i nto the affairs of N orth land 
Tradi n g  and Distribut ing Co. Ltd . ,  who had been 
worki n g  in Boissevain and the com pany and sales 
people had been d rawn to the attent ion of Consu m ers 
Affairs B u reau and I bel ieve that some i nvestigations 
were u n dertaken. 

Could the M i n ister provide us with the results? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes, thank you, M r. C hairman. 
j ust thought I 'd  make some other general comments 
with respect to the other comments and earl ier q ues
tions by the Mem ber for Turtle Mountain.  

As I i n d icated, we are attempt ing to get more i nfor
mation out to consu mers general ly with respect to 
home i m provements that are sold door to door and 
there have been a n u m ber of steps taken to see that 
that's been done.  One was the  issu ing of a p ress 
release and the department has very aggressively 
talked to other sources of i nformation that are d istri b
uted throughout Manitoba to get the general thrust 
i nto various newsletters and there has been regu lar 
col u m n s  in the rural newspapers on  th is issue that are 
written by home economists. 

There was an article in the housi n g  news in the 
W i n ni peg R eal  Estate News which is .distributed fairly 
extensively and also, there is go ing  to be an i nsert i n  
t h e  Hydro L ines i n  t h e  Manitoba Hydro b i l l i n g  on  th is 
same issue.  Staff have been also i nvolved on  various 
radi o  and TV shows throughout u rban and rural  Mani
toba. So we have attempted to get  that i nformation out  
so that consumers can be made more aware of the ir  
r ig hts with respect to home i mprovem ents sold door 
to door and have a better u n derstan d i n g  of the k ind of  
th ings to watch for. 

I m i g ht also add, I would h ope, especial ly with i n  
rural com m u n ities, that some of the local businesses 
and local contractors would become more aggressive 
in th is  area s ince,  as I i nd i cated and the member is 
aware, that there's certa in ly  addit ional funds avai lable 
throug h  the Federal and Prov incia l  Govern ments for 
home i mprovements through various programs, which 
means that there's an i ncrease i n  activity i n  this area. It  
seems to me and it 's j ust a perception  - and maybe the 
M i n ister s ince he represents a rural area, would k now 
better than I - but it seems to me the com panies that 
are capital iz ing on this area are large companies 
o perat i n g  from some of the cities i n  W i n n i peg that are 
g o i n g  out and aggressively t ry i n g  to sell the ir  services 
throughout rural com m u n it ies. It seems to m e that this 
would be a golden opportun ity for some of the smal l  
businesses, smal l  contractors i n  ru ral communit ies to 
get addit ional work for themselves and probably be 
able to do it at less cost than a large company operat
i n g  out of Win n i peg,  that has the addit ional expenses 
of travel; their commission that they pay for the 
salesmen that they have going out i n  the commun ity. 
So I would hope that maybe some of the l ocal busi-

nesses and contractors in some of the com m u n ities 
could also be a bit more aggressive in this area and I 
t h i n k  they could as wel l  do a good job for the  consu
mers and people resid ing  i n  those com m u n ities. 

With respect to N orth land Tradi n g  & Distribut ing 
Co., we've reviewed a l l  the complaints that were made 
wfth respect to this company. The largest s ing le cate
gory i nvolved buyers who wanted to rescind  their  con
tracts after the statutory four-day cancel lation period 
had expired and although, by contract law or  statute 
law, there was no requ i rement of the company to do 
that, I ' m  i nformed that most of those requests were 
g ranted after the company had been approached. 

The company also told our staff that their policy of 
mak ing such al lowances would cont inue in certa in  
c i rcumstances but  not  where work had a l ready been 
done. One of the main areas of concern that we've 
seen coming  up with respect to compla ints is w here 
i ndividuals have been able to find a com pany or  i nd i
v idual who would do the work at a l ower price after the 
statutory fou r-day l imit  had expired. That does not 
constitute a val id reason for the company to cance l .  

We d i d  raise w i th  the company, and I th ink  I com
m u n icated th is previously to the member, high pres
sure sel l i ng .  We expressed that concern to the com
pany and they i n dicated that they would monitor their 
sales staff so that there wouldn't be com plai nts with 
regard to the high pressure tactics and that they 
themselves did not encourage nor  condone such tac
t ics on behalf of the ir  sales staff and that i f  th is  k i n d  of 
complaint  came forward - and it was a bonafide com
pla int  - that they would be w i l l i ng  to resc ind to any 
contracts with  respect to those k ind  of problems. 

There was some concern with respect to the com
pany focus i n g  their  sel l i n g  part icu larly on  senior cit i
zens and they c laimed to have said that was not a 
general  focus of the company. H owever, it's obvious 
that the kind of prog rams that we have are taken u p  
m o re b y  senior cit izens i n  most cases than t h e  pub l ic  
in  general .  
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With respect to h i g h  pr ices, I th ink  there's no q u es
tion that the company would charge h igher prices, as I 
i nd i cated, than a company or contractor that exists i n  
that part icu lar com m u n ity because o f  t h e  travel costs 
and the costs they have to pay for sales commission, 
because that method of sel l i n g  is  more expensive than 
other methods of doing business, l i ke  the l ocal 
contractor. 

Our staff has visited with many of the i ndiv iduals 
that complained about this part icular  company and i n  
a l l  cases, I bel ieve, i t  was fou nd that the com pany was 
work i n g  with in  the bou nds of the law and that the 
efforts to effect any settlements was done through the 
mediation between the staff of our  department and the 
company and the i ndividual  com plai nants. 

MR. B. RANSOM: M r. C hairman, the M in ister has 
pointed out that local contractors could do a lot of the 
work and he  would hope that they would become 
m ore agg ressive and to some deg ree I can concur  
with that posi t ion .  But  part of the problem here is the 
very fact that companies are us ing h igh pressure tac
tics to sel l  a p roduct to these people, which they don't 
real ly want and that's the problem. 

I t's d ifficu lt  to f ind a house, an  older house in a town 
l ike Boissevain or  K i l larney or any dozens of d ifferent 
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towns i n  the province, where someone can walk u p  
and look  aro u nd t h e  house and say, y o u r  windows 
need f ix ing ;  you r  fascia boards need f ix ing ;  your shin
g l es are coming l oose and we can do a l l  k inds of work 
and there are government programs avai lable to assist 
you in th is.  They real ly put the pressure on and they 
end u p  se l l ing  these people someth ing  that they often 
don't want and it's only after they've had a chance to 
talk to  someone else, that they can f ind out what their 
r ights are and very often their t ime period has passed 
for cancel l i n g  it. I real ize there is  a l i m it to how much 
government can i ntervene here, but I ' m  wondering if i t  
has been adequately i nvestigated at the m oment,  if 
the problem has been well  enough del i neated. 

So, I would wonde r  then if ,  for i nstance, did the 
M in ister's department contact the RCMP i n  N o rth Bat
tleford, Saskatchewan where salespeople work i n g  for 
N orth land Trad i n g  and Distri but ing Company were 
bei n g  c harged with fraud to see what the outcome of 
those cases were and i f  there were s i m i lar  patterns of 
sel l i n g  activity to those which have been found to be 
the case in Manitoba? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes. Our department did look 
i nto the q uest ion of fraud charges. The c harges were 
la id ,  as I u n derstand it ,  against i nd ividual e m ployees 
or i nd iv idual  salespersons  of N orth land Trad i n g ,  not 
against the company. There have been no cr imi nal 
charges la id against the company in Saskatchewan at 
a l l .  C harges were laid agai nst two employees of the 
company for frau d in Saskatc hewan o n  February 1 1 th 
of th is  year and there are n o  charges or convictions 
against the company as far as we can determi n e  any
where in Canada. 

We also checked with the Saskatchewan Consumer 
Affairs Department and the Saskatchewan Attorney
General's Department and the Consumer Affairs 
Department i n dicated to us that last year in Saskatch
ewan there were five comp laints laid agai nst this par
t icular  company and they were all resolved satisfac
tori ly and that the Attorney-General's Department i n  
Saskatchewan had n o  i nvolvement whatsoever with 
this company. 

MR. A. RANSOM: My q u estion was, Mr. C hairman,  
had the M i n ister's department checked to see what 
the outcome was of the c harges laid against the two 
salespeople work ing  for N orth land T rad i n g  and 
D istribut ing? 

HON. E.  KOSTYRA: M r. Chairman,  we have not,  nor  
would we have any to fo l low u p  o n  the state of the  
charges f i led  i n  the Provi nce of Saskatchewan. I f  the  
member wants the part icu lar i nformation I can endea
vour to f ind out for h i m .  

The o n ly i nvolvement that we would have i n  that 
k i n d  of area is  that if those same i nd ividuals were to 
apply in Man itoba for a l i cence to sel l  door to door 
then that k i n d  of i nformation would be invest igated 
with respect to the ir  appl icat ion for l icences as door
to-door salespersons. 

MR. A. RANSOM: I t  j ust stri kes me, Mr .  C ha i rman,  
that i t  might be a worthwhi le endeavour  for the 
department to k n ow what the nature of the charges 
was and what the outcome was, because it's c learly a 

major problem i n  Man itoba. It 's evident i n  the M i n is
ter's own A n n ual  R eport the n u m bers of complai nts 
that have been laid and it's al l  very fine for the com
pany to  say t hat, in a case of a bona tide c o mplaint ,  
they' l l  act  to correct the situat ion ,  but when you have 
an  older person by themselves and perhaps there are 
two salespeople there from a company putt ing  pres
sure on that person. I k n ow o n e  case at 1 0  o'clock at 
n ig ht, two salespeople are there speaki n g  to a s ing le  
elderly person ,  try ing  to get  her to s ign  a contract. 
N ow,  how can that person's word be taken agai nst the 
word of two salespeople that are there that there were 
any sort of  u n fa i r  se l l ing  tactics used. So, that's why 
I ' m  j ust i nterested in how far the department is go ing  
i n  i nvestigat ing the  extent of th is  k ind of sel l i n g? 

I have a couple of further q u estions,  M r. Chairman.  
Has the department c hecked to see how many com
panies are related to N orth land Trad i n g  and D istri but
i n g  that are i nvolved in the same type of s id ing  and 
insulat ing activity i n  Manitoba? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Well ,  j ust may be a p o i nt for clari
ficat ion ,  I 'm not sure what the Member for T u rt le 
Mountain means by compan ies that are related. Is  he  
raisi n g  other  compan ies that are  part of N orth land 
Trading and D istribut ing o r  is  he tal k i n g  generally 
about other compan ies in the home i mprovement 
field? 

MR. A. RANSOM: I 'm tal k i n g  about compan ies that 
m ig h t  be i n  some way related to N orth land Trad i n g  
a n d  D istribut ing .  Of t h e  3 1 5  complai nts that were 
lodged with respect to home improvem ent sel l i n g  
activities i n  1 981 , I ' m  i nterested i n  h o w  many of those 
would apply to related com panies? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: I ' m  i nformed apparently there 
are n o  related com panies to N o rthland Trad i n g  and 
Distr ibuti n g  operatin g  in the Province of Man itoba i n  
that f ield.  
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MR. A. RANSOM: O n e  f inal q uest ion then ,  M r .  
Chairman,  has the department had a n y  contact with 
the RCMP with respect to any i nvestigations that the 
RCMP m i g ht be doing i n  M a nitoba of any com panies 
that are i nvolved in s id ing o r  insu lat ion work? 

HON. E. KOSTYAA: The RCMP do n ot ,  as a matter of 
cou rse, n otify us when they are i nvolved i n  i nvestiga
t ions related to any companies. To my k nowledge we 
haven't referred any complai nts in the past whi le  to 
the R C M P  for i nvest igat ion .  The RCMP does, I ' m  
informed, contact u s  i f  they have reason to bel ieve 
t hat compan ies that are o perat ing out t here are n ot 
l icensed to do so, and that happens from t ime to t ime, I 
guess, i n  the normal course of their  i nvest igat ions. 

MA. A. RANSOM: Does the RCMP i nform the Con
sumers B u reau of any complai nts that they receive 
then that m ight be more readi ly handled by the Con
su mers B u reau than u n der some specif ic c harge 
under an Act? 

HON. E. KOSTYAA: Yes, M r. C hairman. There are 
com plai nts referred to the Consu mers B u reau from a 
variety of sou rces. i nc lud ing  the RCMP,  and o u r  
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department does have a good working relat ionsh ip  i n  
that area with the RCMP. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Thompson.  

M R .  S.  ASHTON: Thank you,  M r. Chairman.  I fou n d  
t h e  d iscussion i n  regard to t h i s  part icular company 
qu ite i nterest i n g  because they h ave been act ive i n  
Thom pson a s  wel l  and I 've received a n u m ber o f  com
plai nts about the ir  activit ies there. In part icular,  I ' m  
remi nded o f  one case where t h e  i n d iv idual  was cer
ta in ly overcharged for home i mprovements which 
were made, but he also fou n d  that when he was led to 
bel ieve he'd get a C H I P  g rant of between $500 and 
$750, but he actual ly received on ly  $53, as  com pared 
to the m ax i m u m  amount which is  $500.00. He's been 
f ight ing  h is case now for close to two years, try i n g  to 
see i f  he  can get a h i g her amount from C H I P, the 
amount that he was led to bel ieve was leg i t imately h is ,  
because i t  was compounded by the fact that a repre
sentat ive of the C H I P  Progra m ,  when he  looked at the 
amount of the contract said ,  wel l ,  su re, you must  be 
e l ig ible  for the m ax i m u m  amount of the g rant. 

The fact is ,  as I said,  he  was overcharged. He d id n't 
get the C H I P  g rant he  was led to bel ieve that he would 
get, and he's st i l l  f ight ing h i s  case. So,  I would u rg e  the 
M i n ister to cont inue to keep tabs o n  this part icular 
company to make sure that they don't make misre
presentat ions  of th is  k i nd in the futu re, because th is  
particu lar  i n d iv idual  had the g uts to f ight  h is case for  a 
couple of years, but I k now there have been a lot of 
other people i n  T h o m pson who have j ust g iven u p  
w i t h  th is  part icu lar  company i n  try i n g  to g e t  any k i n d  
o f  j ust ice a t  a l l .  S o ,  I would h ope t h e  Department o f  
Consumer Affairs would cont inue  t h e  f ight. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: I t h i n k  I 've i nd i cated the general 
concerns that our department have in this area and 
some of the areas we are attempt ing to get  m ore 
i nformat ion  out to i n d iv iduals and suggest ions we 
have made to other government agencies with respect 
to in forming people of the ir  r ights, and some of the 
pitfa l ls  that may come down the road wi th  respect to  
the whole area of home i mprovements. 

The one d ifficu l t  area, and the member touched on 
it ,  was the q uestio n  of price. There certa in ly isn't any
t h i n g  u nder present leg is lat ion with respect to the 
·
price of g oods and there may be no q uestio n  that 
compan ies are outl i n i n g  bids that are h i g her than 
what someone could  get through another  sou rce. I 
use the example of l ocal f i rms or contractors who 
don 't seem to be very aggressive in  th is  area and 
maybe should be, and that  k ind of competit ion would 
ensure that i ndiv iduals get  fai r pr ices for the neces
sary home i mprovements. 

MR. DEPUTY C HAIRMAN: The Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. G .  FILMON: Thank you,  M r. Chairman.  J ust to 
follow o n  that, recently I 've had d iscuss ions with peo
ple from the ru ral area who were concerned with pre
c isely the same problem of people sel l i n g  home 
i m p rovements u n der a variety of d i fferent programs, 
either the Crit ical  H o m e  Repair Program o r  the C H I P  
Program, w h o  suggested that i t  appeared t o  t h e m  as 
though the contact by the d i rect salesperson was as a 

resu lt of an i n q u i ry by the h o meowner u nder  the Crit i
cal H o me Repair  Program o r  one of the other pro
g rams. N ot hav ing any method of be ing able to c heck 
that ,  n ot hav ing investigative authority or power, I was 
in no posit ion to conf irm or deny that. It may be that 
the M i n i ster, through his department, would have a 
better avenue of l ia is ing  with Canada Mortgage and 
H ous ing Corporat ion  and/or M an itoba H ous ing a nd 
R enewal Corporat ion  to ensure that such a practice 
wasn't tak i n g  place. 

N ow, I have to tel l  you that the compla int came from 
smal l  contractors in smal l  rural c o m m u n it ies,  who felt 
that they were bei n g  put at an unfa i r  d i sadvantage 
because there appeared to be some central source of, 
shall we say, leads for these people that m i g ht have 
emanated from an i n q u i ry to one of these programs. 
They were anxious to get the bus iness local ly in the i r  
c o m m u n i t ies ,  but  fe l t  that before they heard about  i t ,  
these d i rect sales outfits f rom W i n n i peg a nd/or other 
major cent res were c o m i n g  in and sel l i n g  t h e  
i mprovements to the homeowner. 

I wonder i f  the M i n ister could j ust take that under  
advisement - I don't  expect any response o n  i t  - and 
j ust through the Consu mers B u reau contact the 
agenc ies who have subsidy programs for th is  type of  
work to ensure that there isn't  a leak of leads that 
would lead to u nfair  competit ion for the local com
m u n ity workers and thereby negate the kind of th ing  
that the M i n ister is  advocat ing to enab le  them to do 
the work  i n  the i r  l ocal area where, (a)  they d o  i t  a t  a 
m ore reasonable rate and ,  ( b) they are m ore than 
l ikely m ore responsive to any mai ntenance o r  m ake
g ood work because of the fact that t hey have to l ive i n  
the com m u n ity and see those people every day i n  the ir  
normal course of dai ly  l ives. That  makes them,  I th ink ,  
perhaps a l itt le more respons ib le  and a l itt le m ore 
responsive to the people for whom they work.  If there 
is any poss i b i l ity that someth i n g  l i ke th is  was happen
i n g ,  i t  certa in ly  would negate any t h rusts that we 
would have in try ing  to encourage l ocal tradesmen to 
be i nvolved i n  the work that's done i n  the ir  community. 
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HON. E. KOSTYRA: M r. Chairman,  I would be con
cerned i f  that was tak i n g  p lace either through the 
M a n itoba Housing and Renewal Corporat ion  or the 
Federal  G overnment and federal department because 
that would be totally wrong for a nyone to be g iv ing  
that k i nd of i nformat ion out  to contractors o r  to com
pan ies.  I w i l l  certa in ly  i nvesti gate that and I would ask 
the M e m ber for Tuxedo i f  he  would maybe,  off  the 
record, g ive m e  the commun it ies that he  has received 
that i nformat ion from so we could maybe focus o u r  
i nvest igat ion w i t h  respect to those compla i nts. I f  that 
is happen i ng ,  that's total ly  wrong and I certai n ly  
u n dertake to i nvestigate that  w i th  m y  col league, the  
M i n ister respons ib le  for the Man itoba Hous ing  and 
R enewal Corporat ion ,  and the Federal G overnment. 

MR. G .  FILMON: I wi l l  be g lad to g ive that i nformat ion  
to the M i n i ster i n  private. The c o m m u nit ies are  q uite 
remote from W i n n i peg and i t  wouldn't be too hard to 
trace down the sources and the people i nvolved. 

The next q uest ion  I wanted to ask the M i n i ster was 
the topic of protection  for the consumer pub l ic  with 
respect to t i me share sales in Manitoba. At the t ime of 
our leav ing  off ice, some work was bei n g  done towards 
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either some l eg islat ion  to be developed and/or 
amendm ents to one of two poss ib le  acts that would 
ensure that there was protect ion to the publ ic.  I k now 
that the front page stories with respect to Captran and 
the Falcon Lake R esort mean t hat i t  is certain ly under  
the scrut iny of various peop le  i n  the M i n ister's 
department,  but is there legislat ion pend i n g  on th is 
matter that wou ld ensu re t hat the p u bl i c  is  protected? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: M r. C hairman,  we are working 
towards the development of legislation i n  th is  area. I 
t h i n k  the Mem ber for Tuxedo would know that there 
d oes n ot exist at the present t ime  in any j ur isdict ion  i n  
Canada a n y  legislation with regards to th is  area s o  
that w e  are moving o n  it ,  but reviewi n g  a s  to what 
m i g ht be the best form it would take. 

I would j ust make one other comment  for the 
record.  As a result of the art icles that appeared in the 
newspapers, both o n  Friday and there was an editorial 
today, i s  there was reference made to a so l icitor who 
was i nvolved wi th  the one company i n  the Whiteshel l  
area and there was reference made to the fact that he  
was worki n g  o n  d raft legislat io n  for  the g overnment. 
That statement was not true. H e  is i nvolved through  
the Canadian Bar Associat ion  and  the Law U n iformity 
C o m missioners, but that is  someth ing that's be

.
i n g  

d o n e  i ndependent of government n ot at o u r  request, 
although  we certain ly are i nterested and there is 
o n g o i n g  l iaison with them with respect to the devel
opment of the leg islat ion .  But I j ust would want that 
point clear for the record, that sol ic itor who is working 
for that part icu lar company is n ot working o n  behalf of 
the g overnment with respect to the draft ing  of that 
legislat ion .  

MR. G.  FILM ON: I wonder i f  the M i n ister can i n d icate 
i f  there has been any c hange in membersh ip  on the 
Securities C o m m ission? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: No.  I t's the same m e mbers that 
existed for the last whi le .  

MR. G.  FILMON: Could the M i n ister ind icate what 
changes have been made o n  the membersh ip  of the 
Publ ic Ut i l it ies Board? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: The Public Uti l ities Board, M r. 
Lance Partr idge's appointment as Chairman was res
cinded by Order-in-Counc i l ,  No. 8282 and M r. J ames 
Thornborough's appointment as a member was res
cin d ed by O rder- in-Counci l  30882. 

The current membershi p  of the Publ ic  Ut i l ities 
Board is  M r. Jack McNairnay, Q.C., who is  C hairman,  
he  was appointed February 7th of th is  year;  Oscar 
Tow n ,  who was f i rst appoi nted back in 1 972; M r. Rudy 
S h i l l i n g  was appoi nted in 1 976; V ictor Savino,  who 
was appointed o n  Marc h  20th of th is  year and Susan 
Proven who was appointed also o n  March 20th of this 
year. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you, M r. C hairman. I wonder 
if the M i n ister can ind icate, I n oticed a sign o n  the 
Alexandria Block o n  the corner of Edmonton and 
G raham i n d icat ing  that the Tenancy Arbitrat i o n  
B u reau h a s  m oved i n  there. H ow much space has 
been occupied by th is ,  and is  this i ntended to be the 

site for the Rent Regulation Review operat ion? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Yes,  Mr .  C hairman, the Tenancy 
Arbitration Sect ion has m oved i n  there. The size of the 
office space is  8,000 square feet and it is  i ntended that 
the R ent Regulat ion  B u reau wil l  occupy those pre
m ises once the legislation is  passed and a d m i n istra
tion is  set up to adm i n ister the Act. 

MR. G. FILMON: What wi l l  be the cost of this space, 
annual ly? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: The a n nual cost of rental is $ 1 0  
per square foot, which would b e  $80,000 per year. T h e  
est imated cost o f  f i rst year rental changes i n  the office 
space and office accom modatio ns,  furn ish ings,  etc . ,  
is est imated to be aro u nd $250,000, although  I do  not 
have a f irm f igure o n  the actual costs. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you,  M r. Chairman.  The peo
ple who have been appointed by this M i n ister as arbi
trators u nder the Tenancy Arbitration B ureau, is  it 
i ntended that they will carry o n  to become the Appeal 
Committee u nder the new Act? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: The present ind ividuals that are 
serv ing  as arbitrators under  The Tenancy Arbitration 
Act  wi l l  be e l ig ib le  to serve as arbitrators u nder the 
new leg islat ion o nce it's passed and proclaimed, 
although I ' m  i nformed that a couple of i nd iv iduals 
presently have i n d i cated that they would n ot want to 
be e l ig ib le  for appointment u nder the new Act but no 
decis ion has been made with respect to the arbitrators 
under the n ew Act, obviously because that Act has n ot 
been passed, though they would be e l ig ib le  but they 
ind icate no decision has been made. 

MR. G. FILMON: Does the apportion ment of $6,800 to 
the M i n ister's Salary for th is  department ,  accurately 
reflect his t ime apport io nment amongst his various 
portfolios? 
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HON. E. KOSTYRA: The salary was d ivided equal ly 
between the three deparments that I 'm responsible 
for .  I do  n ot bel ieve they reflect accurately the t ime 
that spend i n  th is  department,  nor  the other two 
departments. 

MR. G. FILMON: What does the M in ister th ink  he's 
worth to the Department of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Lots. 

MR. G. FILMON: To avoid further facetious com
m ents, is  the M i n ister ind icat ing  that he spends pro
portionately m ore t ime on Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs than he does on Cultural Affairs or U rban 
Affairs? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman , I 've never 
logged actual time. What was i t  that the lawyers use, 
the Wain right System to actually al locate time between 
c l ients? I don 't al locate t ime  between departments 
though it certa in ly seems to me late ly that I ' m  spend
ing a g reat deal of t ime on issues that affect the 
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Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. 

MR. G. FILMON: I wonder i f  the M i n ister cou ld  i nd i
cate the latest pos i t ion on the u rea-formaldehyde 
foam i nsulation problems with respect to attempt ing 
to assist Manitoba consu mers who have been adver
sely affected by the federal ban and other matters, that 
see their  houses l argely unsaleabl e? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Wel l ,  the situation with respect 
to U FF I  i s  somewhat the same as i t  was over the past 
couple of months when I had answered q uest ions of 
the M e m ber for Tuxedo i n  the H ouse. We have, as 
i n d i cated at that t i me,  cont i n ued to take the posit ion 
with respect to the Federal G overnment that they 
should take their fu l l  responsi b i l ity in th is area by 
a l lowi n g  the necessary costs,  and n ot in a l i m ited way 
l ike they are propos i n g  at the present t ime with 
respect to the necessary remedial  act ion that has to be 
taken to remove the foam from i n d iv id ual homes that 
have had it i nstal led. 

We have also provided some assistance to the 
H o meowners Associat ion  by way of a smal l  g rant to 
assist them in their  work,  both in i nfor m i n g  members 
of that Associat ion with respect to u pdat ing  them on 
i nformatio n  as it becomes ava i lable; and secondly ,  
provided some assistance for them to attend a National 
Conference in Ottawa of other such g roups across the 
country. 

We w i l l  cont inue to press the Federal G overn ment 
to take the i r  fu l l  respons ib i l ity in th is area and have 
i n d i cated to the Federal G overnment that we would be 
w i l l i n g  to  assist them with respect to ensur i n g  that the 
remedial  act ion  that m ust be taken is done in a way 
that w i l l  not cause further problems. 

U nfortu nately, the Federal G overnment has n ot 
accepted o u r  offer of assistance and I m i g ht add from 
what I 've seen to date that their p ro g ram is very slow in 
gett ing  off the ground.  

MR. G. FILM ON: Thank you, Mr.  C hairman. I t  appears 
as though from the answers that the M i n ister has 
g iven that there aren't any part icu lar areas that the 
M i n ister could point  to, leav ing aside the whole area of 
The Rent  Regu latio n  Review Act, that the department 
i s  do ing  better o r  to any large extent  d i fferently than 
was being done u n der o u r  ad m i n istration .  So,  I ' l l  j ust 

·
leave with a f ina l  com ment and i nd i cate that I bel ieve 
that in develop i n g  and d istribut in g  i nformatio n ,  i n  
enhan c i n g  the area that w e  were work i n g  towards of 
the outreach to develop a d iscern i n g ,  rat ional .  v ig i lant 
consumer,  as opposed to going the route of develop
i n g  a leg is lat ive cocoon around  people to try and 
protect them v i rtual ly from themselves, the M i n ister 
will do  a g reat service to the pub l ic  of Man itoba of 
info r m i n g  them of the i r  rights and mak i n g  sure that 
there is a healthy c l i mate of concern and respect for 
their  own act ions in the marketplace, as opposed to 
do ing what had been suggested by the New Demo
crat ic Party i n  O pposit ion ,  wh ich would be to over 
regulate everybody and attempt to reduce the i r  own 
defences against the marketplace which they have to 
be aware of in deal i n g  with the marketplace. 

So,  u n less there is any further d iscussio n  I'm pre
pared to m ove the passage of the Consumer and Cor
porate Affairs Est imates. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before we can proceed,  we'd h ave 
to pass the reso l ut ions.  So, we' l l  go through  them 
q u ick ly. 

R esolut ion No. 38. Be  it resolved that t here be 
g ranted to Her Majesty a sum not exceedi n g  $1 ,913 ,200 
for Consumer and Corporate Affairs, Consumer 
Affairs, for the f iscal year ending the 31  st day of  
March,  1 983-pass. 
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R esolut ion N o .  39. Be it resolved that there be 
g ranted to Her Majesty a sum not exceedi n g  $2, 1 92,600 
for Consumer and Corporate Affairs, Corporate Affairs, 
for the fiscal year end ing  the 31 st day of March,  
1 983-pass. 

Resolut ion No. 37. Be  it resolved that ther be 
g ranted to  Her Majesty a sum not exceedi n g  $651 ,500 
for Consumer and Corporate Affairs, G eneral A d m i n
istrat ion ,  for the fiscal year e n d i n g  the 31 st day of 
March, 1 983-pass. 

That completes the Estimates for the Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs Department. 

The hour bei n g  4:30 we wil l  i nterrupt the proceed
i n gs for Private Mem bers' Hour and the Committee 
w i l l  reconvene at 8:00 p .m .  this eve n in g .  

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

RES. NO. 4 - INDEPENDENT 
CANADIAN ECONOMIC POLICY 

MR. SPEAKER: The t ime bei n g  4:30, it  is Private 
Mem bers' H o u r  and the f i rst item on the agenda for 
Private Members' Hour  is Resolut ion  No. 4 ,  the R eso
lut ion proposed by the Honourable Member for 
Thompson and the amendment proposed thereto by 
the Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek. Are you 
ready for the q uest ion? 

The Honou rable M em be r  for  M orris. 

MR. C. MANNESS: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. I don't 
know i f  I was ready to speak o n  th is  o r  not,  but I w i l l  
co l lect my thoughts and I am n o w  - ( l nterjecti o n ) 
that's r ight .  That rem i n ds m e  of t h e  way I am a t  the 
farm. I 'm never ready. 

Mr. S peaker, I welcome agai n the opport u nity to 
speak on th is  subject. The or ig ina l  20 m i n utes that I 
was al lowed to speak on the f i rst resolut ion was cer
ta i n ly not suff ic ient. I am m ore conv inced than ever, 
after some three weeks s i nce the last t i m e  I spoke o n  
th is  part icu lar  issue,  that t h e  members o pposite and 
part icu larly the Mem ber for T h o m pson has a very 
l i mited and narrow v iew of economic  c i rcu mstances 
that govern this country. I have come to the conclu
s ion  after do ing more readi n g  that, i n  fact, i t  would 
probably be best i f  he  had the opport u nity to hear 
some addit ional  words o n  the su bject and hopeful ly,  
he  wi l l  withdraw that part icular resolut ion.  

R eal ly,  and I hate to admit  th is ,  M r. Speaker, I have 
j ust had the opportun ity to go over the amendment for 
the f i rst t ime about ten m i n utes ago and I must say, n o  
dou bt t h e  reason for m y  d o i n g  s o  was that I have been 
removed and tryi n g  to eke out a l iv i ng  o n  the land over 
the last week. H opefu l ly,  I will be successfu l and w i l l  
be ab le  to pay some taxes that w i l l  he lp us a l l .  Anyway, 
I would l i ke  to m ove i nto the amended resolut ion and 
deal  specifically with the f i rst Whereas, as g iven to us 
by the M e m ber for Sturgeon Creek and it says that, 
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"The fiscal and monetary m ismanagement by the 
govern ments of most western countries over the past 
two decades has led to u nprecedented rates of in fla
tion and lowered productivity." 

I t h i n k  nothi n g  that I have seen by the other resolu
t ion or the f i rst resolut ion has put that whole area of 
economic management throughout our  Western World 
i nto  a better prospective than that In fact, we have had 
u nprecedent rates of i nflat ion .  I 've spoken to that 
many t imes, although I don't th ink  that members 
opposite really realize to what degree that our produc
tivity has l owered i n  th is  nat ion .  

I real ly wonder  through  i t  a l l ,  when we cons ider  the 
tremendous potential this country has i n  a natural 
resource consideration and we have the educated 
labour force that we do and we have the resou rces at 
o u r  d isposal,  why we have to suffer as do other 
nations in this world at this particu lar  time. I f ind it 
i ntr ig u i n g  that the members opposite always use 
Washi ngton,  use the economic pol icies that exist 
down there,  as the reason for our  own problems. 

I would l i ke ,  therefore, to spend some time, i f  I can, 
o n  some of our own pol icies t hat have emanated from 
Ottawa, specifically the energy pol icy that is  k n own to 
us al l  as the N at ional  Energy Pol icy.  I 'd l i ke to q uote, 
fairly freely i f  I can, from a speech g iven by Wi l l i'am 
Wilder ,  who is the Deputy Chairman of H iram Wal ker 
R esources Ltd . ,  when I make my comments specifi
cally to the N at ional  E nergy Program. And he q uotes 
and I q u ote: "One of the m ost outstand ing  character
istics of the National E nergy Prog ram and of v i rtual ly 
every other element in this Federal G overn ment's 
overall economic  approach ,"  and I u nder l ine this, " is  
the vast difference between what the government says 
the program is designed to achieve, and its real effects 
on the economy." I th ink  n oth ing  really says it better 
than that. 

We've seen our g overnment in Ottawa attem pt to 
br ing  i nto be ing a new e nergy program that would ,  
hopefu l ly,  be the cure to many of o u r  i l ls .  I t  was 
bel ieved that i t  would solve the problem of g iv ing  us 
ownersh ip  of o u r  own resou rces; i t  would give us a 
new tax base; it would al low Ottawa to present and to 
create a l l  the new social programs so desired.  It was 
consi dered a panacea by many people, certa in ly  I 
k n ow, by the Federal N D P  Party and certain ly n o  
doubt b y  the Provi ncial N D P  Govern ment also. 

I 'd l ike to q uote again from that part icular article. It 
says, "The N at ional  E nergy Prog ram and the pr ic ing 
agreements between Ottawa and the producing prov
i nces have d ramatical ly increased the prices that 
Canadians pay for energy." We k n ow that, but where 
are they go ing?  Where are these i ncreases go ing  that 
the e nergy i n dustry are hav ing  to pay? Are they go ing  
to that i n dustry? N o ,  as  a matter of fact they are  go ing  
to the  g overn m ent and  the  ind ustry that faces this 
part icular  addit ional  levy is  suffer ing .  This is what's 
happen i n g  in Canada at a t ime when the U .S .  G ov
ern ment and their  pol ic ies are being d i rected to 
energy i nvestment i n  that cou ntry. when energy 
i nvestment in that country is,  i ndeed, more and m ore 
attractive. 

So what's happe n i n g  as a conseq uence? Wel l ,  we 
know that b i l l ions and b i l l ions of dol lars are leav ing 
this cou ntry and they're leav ing for two reasons I 
subm it. Mr .  Speaker. F irst of a l l ,  for the attempt to 

nat ional ize o r  Canadianize our own e nergy program 
and secondly,  because governments, wishi n g  n ot to 
decrease expenditures are therefore runn ing  deficit 
budgets and are go ing  themselves i nto the money 
market for addit ional amounts of borrowed m oney. 
Huge amounts, I shou ld add to that c o mment.  So 
b i l l ions of do l lars are leav ing  th is  country and I ' l l  g ive 
some further deta i l  to that in a couple of m inutes. 

Of cou rse, the second factor i mpl ic i t  in the N at ional  
E nergy Program is one of breedi n g  uncertainty and a l l  
we've seen over  the last wh i le ,  is what's happened to 
some of the mega projects, not only the ones that are 
situated i n  Manitoba, but much larger ones that were 
stopped cold in Al berta; large projects i n  themselves, 
probably n ot deemed to be the most social ,  accepta
ble way to put to work a vast majority of Canadians,  
but at th is  part icular  t ime i f  they were to come i nto 
existence, would g ive al l  our people work.  T h ey have 
been set down,  put on the back burner and some 
people are suggesti n g  that, i n  fact, they w i l l  never, 
ever rise again.  

So for the economic reasons and because of  the 
vastly reduced level of confidence that I bel ieve i nves
tors feel in the Federal Government u ndertak ings i n  
Canada today - a n d  again I had mentioned those 
mega projects and the fact that we're r u n n i n g  such 
tremendously large defic its - that the projects that 
were attempted to be devel oped in this country to g ive 
and guarantee e m ployment to thousands of Canadi
ans, in fact, have d isappeared. The hope is gone today 
and any mus ings or any stories by the mem bers oppo
site, who are in government in this province, or 
i ndeed, by the Ottawa Li beral G overn ment ,  real ly are 
h o l l ow words because we've lost t r e m e n d o u s  
opportunities. 

U ncertainty the b iggest s ing le barrier, no doubt, 
to i nvestment is u ncertainty and I ask you. S i r ,  i f  you 
were a large i nvestor, if you had access to a l arge pool 
of money, could you real ly want to invest it i nto Can
ada the way that th is  cou ntry is bei n g  g overned 
today? I real ly  ask that q uest ion because in bus iness 
terms, it is  n ot a wise investment.  The rules in e nergy 
pol icy ,  the ru les in taxat ion as we've seen with i n  o u r  
own provi nce c h a n g e  f r o m  year to year. There is  n o  
certainty a n d ,  o f  course, if there's anyth ing an investor 
wants, he  wants certainty. 
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So where is this money fleeing?  I t's f lee ing  to the 
U n ited States. And what is  so u psett ing  about it a l l  is 
not only the fact that A mericans are tak i n g  h o m e  their  
own money that they had invested i n  this country 
previously,  but our own source of capital is go ing  
a long  w i th  i t .  Even compounded u po n  that, to  make 
the situation worse. is  our  government;  our  govern
ments who are r u n n i n g  these large defic its wanti n g  to 
do a l l  the things they say are i n  the pub l ic's in terest. 
They, too, are go ing  to the m oney markets of the 
south and they, too, are send i n g  in terest payments o n  
a yearly basis. T h ree maj o r  contri butors t o  t h i s  tre
mendously large, capital outflow. 

These are tough economic ti mes. but I bel ieve o u r  
recovery from t h i s  recession a n d  our  cont inued 
prosperity depend on vast new i nvestments. I nvest
ments, i n deed. l i ke I th ink  o u r  government  previously 
tried to br ing about by way of a l u m i n u m  smelterin g  
and orderly Hydro development.  

These are the things I 'm sure have to be a concern to 
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every Canadian i n  existence today. So that's the 
energy area that I feel is a maj o r  contr ibutor  to the 
problem that  we f ind o u rselves i n  th is provi nce, and 
maybe even m ore so than the i nflation o r  the i nterest 
rates that have been dwelt upon by the M e m ber for 
Thompson.  

Further o n  i n  the amended resolut ion the Mem ber 
for Sturgeon C reek makes reference that "the g ov
ernment i n  Canada has e m barked upon the central i
zation of economic p lann ing  in the hands of Ottawa 
bureaucrats and has crushed co-operative federal
ism."  I real ly ask you, Sir, i f  in fact you can d isag ree 
with that. 

A nother area that concerns me no doubt is  the loss 
of conf idence because of the large output of money 
which I have just started to descri be. Some people 
may say, "Wel l ,  how m u ch m oney is  leaving? What is  
th is? Are you j ust tal k i n g  i n  general terms? How much 
m oney is  leavi n g  t h is cou ntry of o u rs?" Wel l ,  again I 'd 
l i ke  to q uote from an art ic le by M ichael Wi lson.  He's a 
Member of Parl iament. H e's also a Conservative. H e  
says a n d  I q u ote, " I n  calendar 1 98 1  the owners of 
capital moved m oney out of Canada at e ight  t i mes the 
average rate of the 1 970s." E ight  t imes. "The outflow 
totals some $ 1 9  b i l l ion  i n  the year, $52 m i l l i o n  for 
every day of the year, $3,600 for every m i n ute of the 
day." I t's $19 b i l l ion  every year. What is  $19 b i l l ion? I 
t h i n k  that's what d isturbs me as a new member m ost, 
is the attitude of the mem bers across when you use 
the f igures b i l l ions ,  o r  h u n d reds of m i l l ions.  It 's j ust a 
n um ber to them; they have no fee l ing  for it .  

Well ,  I ' l l  try and again d rive h o me the fact of what 
$ 1 9  b i l l ion  is. I t's equivalent to about 1 - 1/2 t imes the 
m oney i nvested in  a l l  new hous ing  last year. I f  
i nvested i n  Canada it would create s o m e  1 90,000 new 
j obs. E q u ivalent to a l l  the people out  of work as th is  
art ic le  says, a l l  the peop le  out of work  i n  Toronto, 
Hamilton,  Windsor and London areas combined; that's 
what the outf low of $ 1 9  b i l l ion  means. M e mbers 
opposite I ' m  led to bel ieve, say, " I t's j ust a n u m ber." 
It 's a huge amount of money, enough to f inance one 
Cold Lake heavy o i l  p lant p lus ha l f  an Alsands plant ,  
and the capital  that left ,  i t  just wasn't  speculative 
money, it  was aggressive capital ;  the m oney in the 
hands of the risk-takers, the seed money of the entre
preneur,  the k ind  of m oney that b u i lt this cou ntry, $ 1 9  
b i l l ion ,  a huge amount  o f  m oney which w e  can't afford 
to lose. 

So other m oney comes in to replace it, t h e  debt 
m oney, the m oney that searches aro u nd the world for 
the best and the h ig hest rate of i ncome and return ;  not 
the aggressive Canadian i nvestment m oney, no,  the 
debt money, sn iff ing around for the largest and h i g h
est return .  Of course, who br ings most of it to this 
country? I s  it  the corporat ions,  o r  is  i t  the smal l  busi
nesses? No,  i t 's  govern m ents l i ke th is that are going to 
be out look ing for $400 mi l l ion m ore next year. That's 
who brings this money forth. 

So I say capital outflow, as other people do, has h urt 
us tremendously.  I bel ieve it is  a consequence of bad 
Canadian pol ic ies, all of which have been su pported 
by the N O P .  Every t i m e  an  attempt was made to res
trict fore i g n  money coming  i n ,  always restricted by 
the N OP. If there's one cr it ic ism of the Federal G ov
ernment by mem bers opposite and by the Federal 
NOP G overnment,  it 's not that we've bu i l t  a barrier 

around this cou ntry to prevent fore ign  capital from 
coming  i n ,  that's not the restr ict ion ,  that's not the 
cr it ic ism. The cr it ic ism is  that it  has a few loopholes i n  
it. That i n  fact, there are weaknesses i n  i t ,  it's n ot 
strong enough.  I real ly wonder when I see the attempt 
to national ize and to Canadian ize many parts of o u r  
o w n  economy, o n  one hand which d rives out  money, 
and on the other hand we are precl uded from coming  
i n  - u nless we want to borrow it ,  of course, to attempt 
to meet our deficits as governments, why the members 
opposite and indeed the Federal N O P  wish and always 
want to see a type of system l i ke th i:o .  

M r. Speaker ,  how many m i n utes d o  I have left? 
T h ree, thank you. Wel l ,  I th ink  the point  I'd l i ke to 
conclude at, Mr .  Speaker, is  that i ndeed this cou ntry 
has tremendous opport u nities. We have an amaz ing  
natu ral resource base; we  have a very competent work 
force, a very educated work force, and with it  and with 
sound pol icies, I k n ow that we can solve a lot of o u r  
i l l.s.  B u t  there's n o  way w e  can do it b y  preten d i n g  that 
we're an island amongst our  own,  and that i n  fact we 
can exist by ou rselves. We lack good managers; we 
lack good pol it ic ians; we lack people who are afraid to 
make hard decisions. So,  M r. S peaker, I end by sayi n g  
that I support the amended resolut ion.  T h a n k  you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, J.  Storie: The Honourable 
Member for Thompso n .  

MR. S .  ASHTON: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. Deputy Speaker. I 
r ise o nce again to debate th is  issue of g reat i m por
tance, th is  t ime to speak o n  the amendment proposed 
by the Conservatives. 
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I m ust say I f ind the actions of the O pposit ion rather 
strange. At fi rst when I i ntroduced this resol ut ion i n  
regard t o  eco n o m ic pol icy they d ucked debate. Then 
at  the last m in ute when it appeared that  debate was 
g o i n g  to c lose they brought in th is  amendment.  I ' m  
not j ust surprised a t  that, M r. Speaker, I ' m  su rprised 
that they brought in such a muddled and contradic
tory amendment after tak i n g  so long  to d raft it up .  I ' m  
real ly surprised also that t h e  M over a n d  Seconder o f  
t h i s  part icular amendment were t h e  former M in ister of 
Econ o m ic Development and the former M i n ister of 
F inance, the economic brains of the former govern
ment. Well I can see, M r. Speaker, that i f  this was the 
economic  brai ns,  and this amendment  is  a l l  they can 
come u p  with ,  wel l  I can see why we had so many 
problems the last four years because i t 's  n oth i n g  more 
than m uddled and contradictory rhetoric, Mr .  Speaker. 

F i rst of a l l ,  to i l lustrate that, I t h i n k  I ' l l  g o  through 
what's i n  th is  part icular amendment ,  M r. Speaker. 
There's rather a lot in here in terms of words, not much 
i n  terms of content.  You k n ow they start of f  i n  the fi rst 
Whereas of h itt ing the fiscal and monetary m isman
agement of governments of m ost western countries, 
in try ing to t ie that i nto i nflatio n  and lower productiv
ity. Of course, it's i nterest ing  to note no reference to 
unem ployment,  they seem to have a b l ind  eye for that. 
They then cont inue to say that monetarist economic  
po l icies have been  i ntroduced i n  a n u mber of western 
countries. Br i l l iant statement,  M r. Speaker, one we 
can all agree with I am su re. 

But then in the th i rd paragraph, the th i rd Whereas, 
they start into a defense of what's been happe n i n g  i n  
t h e  U n ited States, say ing that they've reaffi rmed pri-
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vate sectors, the bas ic  eng ine  of economic i nitiative 
and ,  M r. Speaker, that the U n ited States has suc
ceeded i n  s ign i ficantly lowering i nterest rates and 
i nflation dur ing the 15 m onths of President Reagan's 
terms. Wel l ,  I f ind that i ncredible,  M r. Speaker. I find i t  
absolutely i n cred i ble that the members opposite would 
classify President R eagan's record as bei n g  a success 
when,  in fact, u n e mployment in that country at the 
present  t ime is  at  a record h igh of 9.4 percent; when,  in  
fact, real  GNP g rowth compared to last year has been 
m i n us 2 .3 percent; where, in fact, it is  now in the fourth 
quarter over the past year, minus 4.3 percent. That's 
the same k ind  of success we had here in Man itoba for 
four years, negative g rowth and unemployment. 

What I find m ost in terest ing ,  Mr. S peaker, in look ing 
at  their  standards of judg ing  success, is that i f  one  
were to look at  the g reat depressi o n  and judge it by the  
standards l isted i n  the fourth Whereas, wel l ,  then  the  
g reat depress ion ,  brought  i n  by  the i r  ph i losophical 
counterparts in the U n ited States, the Repu bl icans, 
the g reat depress ion would have been a success 
because dur ing  the g reat depress ion i nflat ion  was n ot 
l ow.  I n  fact, i nflatio n  d i d  not even exist. It was nega
tive; there was deflat ion ,  25 percent deflatio n .  There 
was 25 percent u n em ployment as wel l ,  M r. Speaker, 
but i f  one were to look at the standards that the Tories 
j u d ge eco n o m i c  pol icy by, wel l ,  the g reat depression 
was a success. 

I t's no wonder, Mr. Speaker, given the way they look 
at  the economy, that they consider their  own record a 
success because they led Man itoba i nto the recession 
several years ahead of the rest of the country. I t's not 
surpr is ing when they look at the economic situation 
n ow that they would consider it a success i n  the U n i
ted States, Mr. Speaker, because that cou ntry is mov
ing ,  n ot j ust i nto recession ,  it has been there for q uite 
some time now. It is  movi n g  i nto a depressi o n  and if 
that's what they consider success, well, so be it.  We, 
on this s ide,  certa in ly d on't feel that is  any way to look 
at  the econ o m i c  situation fac i n g  people .  We don't  feel 
that 25 percent unemployment is  a success. 

It gets worse, M r. Speaker. If one conti n ues to the 
next ,  Whereases, in  the fifth, Whereas, they say that 
the G overnment of Canada has failed to support the 
pol icies of the Bank of Canada with f iscal energy and 
econ o m i c  development pol ic ies. Wel l ,  that's i nterest
ing ,  M r. Speaker, "fai led to support." I t h i n k  it i m pl ies 
that somehow they should have supported it and it 
i mp l ies I t h i n k  also that m e mbers of the Conservative 
Party support the pol icies of the Bank of Canada. 
What are those pol icies? T h ose pol ic ies ,  M r. S peaker, 
are t ry ing to choke off the growth of the money 
supply, try ing  to jack up i nterest rates, t ry ing to c lub 
the economy i nto the ground - ( I nterjecti o n ) - the 
honourable member says they want  to stop i nflation .  
At  the same cost as  the g reat depression? M r. Speaker, 
i f  that is  the case they are n ot go ing  to get much 
sup port f rom mem bers o n  th is s ide o r  the p u b l ic of  
Canada. 

I t  cont in ues to talk,  paragraph six,  the sixth Whe
reas, about h ow the Ottawa bureaucrats, the G overn
m ent  of Canada, has crushed co-operative federal
ism.  M r. Speaker, what k i nd of statement is  this from 
members of a party that for fou r  years bashed the 
Federal G overnment, rejected any concept of co
operative federal ism? If the act ions of the former 
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Premier of th is  province were co-operative federal
ism, I can see why they have such a d i storted view of 
what's been happen ing  over the last few years because 
if they feel that's co-operative federal ism, M r. Speaker, 
the rest of the people of th is  prov ince don 't. So,  don't 
try and hoodw i n k  us with that k ind  of f lag i n  the sixth 
Whereas. 

It cont inues, M r. Speaker, in the seventh Whereas to 
talk about u nnecessarily h igh  i nterest rates, soarin g  
u n e m pl oyment, double d i g it i nflation i n  Canada. Wel l ,  
I am g lad they f inal ly recogn ize that we have soarin g  
u nemployment; i t  took them long enough.  And,  i ndeed, 
we have a problem with i nf lat ion ;  i nf lat ion is  a con
t inued rate of 1 1  percent. What I f ind in terest ing ,  M r. 
Speaker, is the statement that in terest rates are u nne
cessari ly h i g h  here in Canada. What are they in Can
ada today, Mr.  Speaker? 

Let's look at the prime lend ing  rate. Last week, it was 
17 percent. What is it in the U n ited States? Well , it is  1 6  
to 6.5 percent, but i n  the fou rth Whereas, they said 
how successful the U n ited States was; they have 
lowered i nterest rates s ign ificantly. So what is the 
s ignif icant lowering of in terest rates they are talk i n g  
about, M r. Speaker, .5  percent, because that is  what 
the spread is between the U n ited States and Canada 
r ight n ow. Is  that how they view the demands of the 
people of Canada for lower i nterest rates? I s  that h ow 
they view it, .5 percent less than Canada? Is that what 
they want us to lower it to here, M r. Speaker? Rather 
strange and m ud dled reason i n g  i f  you ask me. 

They talk later, Mr.  Speaker, i n  the conclusion of 
th is  so-cal led amendment about the need to reduce 
i n flat ion ,  reduce i nterest rates and i ncrease e m ploy
ment by means of a revitalized economy, thereby res
tor ing confidence in the future of o u r  country. Those 
are a l l  laudable goals,  Mr .  S peaker, but are they g o i n g  
to say to the people o f  Canada that i nterest rates have 
to come down after we have revitalized the economy? 
I s  that what they are say ing because that's the way it 
reads in here, M r. Speaker? Are they g o i n g  to tell the 
small businessman who is  pay ing well  above the 
pr ime lend ing  rate - wel l ,  once the economy p icks u p  
w e  hope t o  see reduced i nflat ion ,  red uced i nterest 
rates and what not? I have news for the members 
opposite, Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons why the 
economy isn't being revitalized is because of those 
i nterest rates. To suggest that we had the recovery 
and then we l ower the in terest rates is to put the cart 
before the horse, M r. S peaker. - ( I n terjectio n ) - No,  
you are  p uttin g  the cart before the horse. We shou ld  
put the dr iv ing force i n  front of i t ,  M r. Speaker, and 
that dr iv ing force is to have l ower i nterest rates. T hat's 
what they say in the amendment,  Mr. S peaker. 

It is also i nterest ing to see what they don't say in that 
amendment, some of the issues that they d ucked i n  
t h e  or ig inal  resolut ion.  What d i d  they duck? F i rst and 
foremost, they d ucked any defense of their  own 
record which was criticized i n  the o rig inal m ot ion .  The 
ent i re Whereas, i n  fact, poi nted out, "Whereas in par
t icular the adoption of this approach by the previous 
Conservative G overn ment of this provi nce i n  their  
support of this approach at the federal level  has 
caused Manitoba's economy to slip to the point that it 
was stagnant over the last four years." Well, they 
d id n't attempt in their amendment to defend their  
record. - ( I nterject ion)- The honourable member 
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suggests they were e mbarrassed, I th ink  that's exactly 
it. They can't defend the i ndefensi ble. 

They try val iantly,  Mr .  Speaker. They tried leadi n g  
u p  to t h e  e l ect ion o f  N ovem ber 1 7th ,  b u t  t h e  people o f  
Man itoba d i d  n o t  b u y  that. They d id n't b u y  t h e  state
ments about us sitti n g  on a go ld  m i ne when we were 
enteri n g  a recess ion ;  they didn't  buy al l  this blue sky 
stuff about gett ing  Man itoba back o n  the road to rec
overy and about s ign ificant improvement in our econ
omy when our  economy, i n  actual fact, was stagnant 
for four years; when i n  fact i n  the last two years they 
were in g overn ment we actually decl ined in terms of 
econ o m ic g rowth ,  M r. S peaker; when i n  fact there was 
record provi ncial  out- m i g ration d u ri n g  that period. 
They don't want to  defe n d  the  i n defensi ble, M r. 
Speaker. Perhaps, it is because they m ight make a few 
more s l ips of the tongue as the Leader of the O pposi
tion did when he was referri n g  to that very same loss 
of populat ion in Man itoba. He said, in effect, that they 
were al l  on welfare. Wel l ,  that's the way members 
o pposite l ook at very real problems. Mr.  Speaker. 
They laugh and they sneer at the people of this prov
i nce who say that's not good enough ;  we want better. 
They laug hed and they s n eered for four years and 
they can laugh and sneer a l l  they want from their  seats 
n ow in O pposit ion and they wi l l  stay there a long  t ime,  
I ' l l  tel l  you ,  M r. Speaker. because one of the p roblems 
with that previous government was not j ust that they 
had a l ousy economic  record, but that they d id n't have 
the g uts to admit it. 

They d i dn't g o  to the people of the prov ince and say, 
wel l ,  gee, we're sorry, we made certai n  promises, we 
could n't exactly keep them. They could have blamed it 
o n  somebody else o r  someth ing else. To a certain 
extent they tried. you k n ow, the weather - the Federal 
G overn ment. Wel l ,  they tried but they never real ly put 
forward a conv inc ing arg u ment.  Mr .  Speaker. I nstead, 
when they found that their  excuses were pretty f l imsy, 
they j ust tr ied to say to the people,  no, it's g reat, we're 
on the eve of a new economic dawn in Manitoba. Wel l ,  
N ovember 1 7th settled that issue, I th ink ,  M r. Speaker. 

N ot on ly  do they attempt to avoid any reference to 
the ir  record over the fours years they were i n  office, 
Mr .  Speaker, in this amendment with its eight para
g raphs, its fancy rhetoric ,  the whole bit, they don't put 
forward a positive program. There's al l  sorts of rhe
toric in here,  i n co nsistent muddle  as i t  may be, but 
there is rhetoric here, M r. Speaker, but there's n ot 
positive program here. There's no talk of lowering 
i nterest rates. hav ing an i n dependent Canadian eco
nomic po l icy in that regard; there's no talk of that, M r. 
Speaker. T here's no talk about the need to tackle  the 
g rowi n g  problem with u ne m pl oyment; there's n ot talk 
even i n  terms of i nflat ion.  other than mere platitudes 
and rhetoric. There's n o  positive program whatsoever. 

I n  fact, M r. Speaker, i f  one looks at what is in the 
amendment and what is n ot i n  it ,  i t 's  c lear that th is  
amendment is noth i n g  more than a smoke screen .  I t's 
a smoke screen put up by those members opposite 
who sti l l  haven't recogn ized that their right wing ,  the ir  
dog matic. monetarist economic  pol icies n ot o n ly 
don't work. but don't wash with the people of Canada 
and part icularly the people of Man itoba. They haven't 
recognized that yet, M r. Speaker. I n stead, they're 
c l i ng ing  for i deologi cal reasons to this k ind  of poor 
smoke screen, as I said, to cover the weaknesses and 

the complete fai l u res of monetarist economics i n  the 
U nited States. They're c l i ng ing  to th is ,  M r. Speaker, 
because the Republ icans of the U n ited States are their  
ideological soul  mates. They're about as r ight winged 
and dogmatic as you get. 

M r. Speaker, I have news for those members oppo
site. I nstead of t ry ing  to put up this smoke screen for 
these failed r ight w ing  economic  policies, perhaps 
they should even contact some of those very same 
Republ icans in the U n ited States who are r ight n ow. 
M r. S peaker, aban d o n i n g  R eaganom ics. T h ey're 
abando n i n g  it ;  they're abandon ing  some of the basic 
precepts of Reagan o m ics, and why? Because they 
recognize that it s imply doesn't work. 

I refer, M r. S peaker, to an  artic le  which appeared 
last week in one of the newspapers u nder the head
l ine ,  "Republ icans break ranks; may defeat budget," 
and it goes o n  to say, the "House Republ icans, in a 
stu n n i n g  m ove that GOP Leader Bob M ichel bel ieves 
may mean defeat for the Reagan-backed budget, 
broke ranks Thursday, j o i n i n g  the Democrats to res
tore Medicare funds at the expense of the m i litary." 

Wel l ,  you know,  M r. Speaker. that is  i ndeed stun
n i n g  because one of the basic precepts of Reagan o m
ics i n  the U n ited States is to cut j ust about everyth ing  
except expenditures o n  m i l itary. I n  th is  part icu lar 
case, there was the health of 29 m i l l i o n  A mericans u p  
against t h e  submarine because that i ndeed was the 
i mpact of the vote - 29 m i l l i o n  Americans' health 
agai nst a submarine.  And the Republ icans, which way 
d i d  they vote? Wel l ,  they voted against the R eaga
n o m i c  package and they supported the Democrats o n  
that part icular amendment.  S o  that's what's happen
ing in the U nited States, M r. Speaker. -( l nterject ion)-
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Wel l .  one  mem ber o n  th is  s ide of the  H ouse sug
gests that they are smarter than the Conservatives 
here. I say that they m ust be see i n g  the writ i n g  on the 
wall and I 'm surprised that the member is here after 
g iv ing  such a g raphic description of the fact that 
monetarist economics doesn't wash with people i n  
this cou ntry o n  N ovember 1 7th.  They sti l l  haven't 
c hanged their  tune ,  but it's n ot j ust Republ i cans in the 
U n ited States, Mr. Speaker. No, it is  not j ust Repub l i
cans i n  the U n ited States. I t's about every western 
leader that there is. 

I n  fact, every leader of a western cou ntry today has 
expressed concern over Reaganomics and I would 
n ote, M r. S peaker, that there is a conference u pcom
ing i n  Versai l les between western leaders and I q u ote 
a newspaper article that says, "When the leaders of 
the Free World seven largest econ o mies meet in Ver
sail les, France on Friday, the closest scruti ny wi l l  be of 
economic pol icies i n  Washi ngton that have produced 
high i nterest rates and a setback for the chances of 
economic recovery." I t  cont inues to say that "This is  
s i m i lar to the situation last year when President 
Ronald Reagan promised, but fai led to de l iver l ower 
in terest rates by the end of the year." And cont inues, 
M r. Speaker, to say that "The world economy is  
weaker n ow. The fears expressed then about the prol
o n gation of U .S .  m onetarism have largely been 
real ized." 

Wel l ,  that is  w hat the leaders of the seven major  
western nations are sayin g  about Reaganomi cs. M r. 
Speaker. They want that experi ment to end because it 
is h u rt ing  the economy of every western country, but 
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if the members opposite won't l isten to their  comrades 
in the U n ited States, i f  they won't l i sten to the seven 
leaders of the western world, Mr. Speaker, maybe they 
shou ld  read articles such as this. This wil l  real ly h i t  
home. I t 's  talk i n g  about profits, corporate profits, 
profits of the big corporat ions that they are always 
q uick to j u m p  to the defense of. 

An article, M r. Speaker, under the head l ine,  "Rea
ganomics is  a Four Letter Word." It says, "America's 
corporat ions are g o i n g  throug h  the worse sustained 
squeeze on profits in 40 years." It says, "The pain is  
worst i n  i nterest rate sensitive i n dustries which account 
for roughly 15 percent of  i n dustrial production, such 
as cars,  agr icul ture and construction mac h i nery." It  
says, "Other vu lnerable i n dustries inc lude materials 
producers, copper, forest products, steel i n dustries 
and the a l u m i n u m  i n dustry." Mr. Speaker. " I n  part icu
lar,  profits of the a l u m i n u m  i nd ustry have d ropped 25 
percent." 

Wel l ,  that's what's happe n i n g ,  M r. Speaker. Even 
their fr iends in the corporations are gett ing  h it ,  and 
when I start read i n g  that profits are d roppi n g  in the 
a l u m i n u m  i n dustry, I get worried because I wou l d  l ike 
to see an a l u m i n u m  smelter establ ished here i n  M an i
toba. I wou l d  l i ke to see it establ ished r ight i n  Thomp
son where we've faced the worst economic  problems 
over the last few years, but what is happen ing  is  that 
Reagan o mics, that fai led dogmatic r ight w ing  eco
nomic  pol i cy, is destroyi n g  the health not j ust of the 
econ o my, but of the corporations who could come 
and g ive us the Alcan smelter, the a l u m i n u m  smelter 
that we need in this province. 

So before those m e m bers opposite get u p  agai n 
with their  r ighteous i nd i gnation about alu m i n u m  
companies, let's talk about t h e  real root cause o f  some 
of the  problems that a l u m i n u m  smelters, copper smel
ters,  forest product operations are hav ing  r ight now. 
That root cause, Mr.  Speaker, is  Reaganomics; it 's 
monetarist economics. That's why I total ly  reject this 
f l imsy defensive Reaganom ics, u rg e  th is H ouse to 
adopt the or ig inal  resolut ion which stated q u ite c lear
ly: we reject Reaganomics, we reject monetarism, we 
reject h i g h  i nterest rates, that we want an i ndependent 
economic pol icy for Canada. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member 
for  Lakeside. 

MR. H. ENNS: M r. S peaker, I don 't k now w hether I ' l l  
be successful  i n  tak i n g  th is  H ouse out of  the  rea lm of  
A l ice i n  Wonderland or  n ot, but I ' l l  try i n  a gentle way. 
I n  the true fash ion of th is  H ouse and th is C hamber, I 
have n ot p repared myself at g reat length to speak on  
th is s u bject and,  of course, I respect the R ules of  the 
H ouse by not readi n g  from any prepared speeches. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I m ust f i rst of al l  say that we 
al low ourselves to let too easi ly g o  by u nnoticed, or 
u nobjected to the k i n d  of statements that are made as 
fact and now a l l  of a sudden we f ind  o u rselves argu i n g  
about those statem ents that are n o t  factual and then 
you can make a very good arg u ment about that. My 
g ood f r iend ,  the former Mem ber for l n kster, was very 
astute at that. H e  would establ ish i n  the f i rst few 
moments, a thesis or a basis, wh ich if you were n 't 
qu ick  enough to catch,  it was usual ly suspect but then 
would make a very eloquent and very academic 
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defense of that posit ion.  
So,  M r. Speaker ,  not hav i n g  spoken o n  the or ig ina l  

resol ut ion and not wish ing to abuse the privi leges of  
the H ouse, but  let's exami n e  j u st one or  two of the 
Whereases as to their  factuality. 

F i rst of a l l ,  of course, I always get concerned about 
the use of the word "cutbacks" - and Whereas these 
monetarist pol ic ies have e m phasized government  
cutbacks and the establ ishment of record h igh i nter
est rates. Wel l ,  let's j ust deal with the word "cutbacks." 
M r. Speaker, they can't have i t  both ways; on  the o n e  
h a n d ,  say ing that w e  saddled t h e m  with a record h i g h  
deficit of  s o m e  $200 m i l l io n .  Was there any year i n  t h e  
past f o u r  years where the past government c u t  back 
their provincia l  expenditures? Of cou rse not, M r. 
Speaker, of course not. Is President Reagan's prob
lem right now, a problem of gett ing  thro u g h  Congress 
the h i g h est deficit ever recorded in the U n ited States? 
Of course i t  is. So let's n ot talk about cutbacks. You 
may argue with h im as to h i s  p riorit ies, as to where 
he's spend ing ,  or his def in it ion of how he's spend ing  
the money,  but the  word "cutback" is d ishonest, is  
deceitful and is wrong.  There is  no  other way of put
ting it. 

M r. Speaker, they cannot on the one hand accuse 
my former M in ister of F inance of hav ing  viciously cut 
back the services of this prov ince and have squeezed 
down on  them,  by v i rtue of adopt ing  monetarist pol i
cies, hav i n g  cut back and then at the same t ime get up 
and c la im h i m  for leav ing  you a legacy of the b iggest 
deficit in this province that you've ever had. You can't 
have it both ways. You can't have it both ways. So let's 
talk, f i rst of all, about a l ittle bit of i ntegrity; a l i tt le  bit of 
intregrity, particularly in Private Members' H ou r, where 
we don't have to be all that partisan. 

N ow, M r. Speaker, we come to another Whereas -
and Whereas these pol ic ies have resulted i n  the h i g h
est level of unemp loyment s ince the depression  of the 
1 930s. N ow that has a n ice r ing  to it but ,  M r. Speaker, it 
could have been said the other way. There has never 
been a time in the h istory of Canada, that as many 
people have been unemployed as there are today; not 
si nce the 1 930s. There have never been as many peo
ple u nemployed i n  th is  nation of Canada, in th is  Prov
i nce of Man itoba as there are today, s ince the 1 930s. 
So, let's look at i t  fairly both ways. 

There happen to have been very substantial changes 
in our economy, very su bstantial social changes i n  
o u r  economy. I n  t he 1 930s t he fem i n i n e  i nvolvement 
i n  the labour force was margi nal - 8 or  9 percent -
today we expect, we demand,  part icularly supporters 
of the L i berat ion M ovement as I am, for the ir  fu l l  par
t icipat ion in the labour i nvolvement in the province 
and they have i n  very unprecedented n u m bers, have 
made themselves avai lable to the work force, in both 
Canada and the U nited States and have c reated a 
phenomena i n  that sense. 

Even in the past I read some records of the past 1 0, 
1 5, 20 years, the percentage d ifference that people 
have made themselves avai lable for work has risen 
dramatical ly.  M r. Deputy S peaker, I don't k now what 
the actual f ig u res are, but let's j ust assume t here are, 
for fig u res' sake, there are 5 mi l l ion  people now, or  7 
m i l l io n  people now employed i n  Canada. T here are 
farmers at home; there are housewives at home; there 
are retired people at home and if tomorrow they a l l  
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say, they l i n e  u p  at the next U nemployment I nsurance 
Office and say, "We want work," does that become n ot 
a problem for the ent i re economic situation  of the 
country to face and to some extent that has happened? 

Al l  I 'm sayi n g ,  M r. Speaker, is again we treat too 
l i g htly and too l oosely th is  suggestio n  that we are at 
the 1 930 levels, when there are too many - not too 
many people in th is  Cham ber, there may be the odd 
one that can remember the s ig hts of people actual ly 
r id ing  the rai ls from here to Ottawa. from here to B .C . .  
people from the cit ies, from Eastern Canada com i n g  
out. prepared to p itch sheaves i nto a thres h i n g  
machi ne. work that they've never u ndertaken before -
nobody's do ing  that today. N obody's do ing that; 
nobody wants them to do that today; it's not necessary 
for them to do that today. So let's at least br ing  some 
sense of reality i nto th is  whole d iscuss ion .  

Wel l .  M r. S peaker. real ly  I was prompted to make a 
contri but ion to th is  speech. Some t ime ago, when the 
resolut ion was f i rst i ntroduced and you won't bel ieve 
it ,  M r. S peaker, I was prompted to make th is  speech 
because I can remem ber a government paid, tax paid 
TV advert isement. N ow I d on't mean those k i n d  of 
advert isements that we've been lately bombarded 
with about the Constitut ion ,  about geese flyin g  and all 
th is ,  but some of you may even remember when there 
were some govern ment paid advertisements. part icu
larly e manat i n g  from the Department of I n dustry and 
Commerce. or  Trade and Commerce - whatever you 
want to ca l l  it  at  the federal level  - that reminded 
Canadians to what extent the level  of l i fe that we enjoy 
i n  Canada, that we owed to the fact that we are an  
export ing  nat ion.  

Remember there were ads that showed how i mpor
tant the export trade was to Canada. They s l iced by 
one-th i rd the i ncome levels. the standard of l i v ing  that 
we as Canadians e njoyed because we were a h i gh ly  
successfu l  tradi n g  nat ion .  I rem e m be r  those ads. 
Those ads. by the way, were far m o re m eaningfu l  than 
the Canada Geese ads that have replaced them to talk 
about the Constitut ion and that. Mr .  Speaker, i s  where 
we real ly enter i nto th is "Al ice i n  Wonderland" world 
that the Honourable Membe r  for Thompson has 
introduced in th is Chamber, by v irtue of this resolution. 

M r. Speaker, I can't he lp but be pess i m istic; I can't 
help b ut be deeply concerned about the welfare of 

.Canada and Manitoba, at the k i n d  of att itude that is 
bei n g  expressed by th is resolut ion.  The kind of atti
tude q u ite frankly ,  Mr .  Speaker, that we witness as 
bei n g  expressed i n  th is  city for the last three or four  
days at  the Nat ional  Convention of the Canadian 
Labour Congress; th is k ind of b l i nd-eyed lack of 
understand ing  that th is nation depends to a large 
extent. on  how wel l  we run our  schools; how well  we 
ru n o u r  h os pitals; h ow well we can prov ide the host of 
other social services, un less we remain in that com
petitive edge. 

M r. Speaker, the news of today, that u n der the cur
rent depressed economic situat ion,  the current specif
ically depressed m ineral situat ion ,  organ ized labour 
once agai n shutti n g  d own Sudbury is  just unfathoma
ble; j ust unfathomable .  But that is the k i n d  of b l i nd ,  
p i gheadedness that i s  pervasive in  our  society today 
and that does n ot auger well for our country; it  doesn't 
auger well  for our prov ince. 

M r. Speaker. un less honourable mem bers need any 

lesson.  let m e  tel l  you that we o n ly need one in ten 
farmers to feed Canada. that's all ,  that's all .  We on ly  
need one i n  ten  woodcutters to  supp ly  the newspr int 
for our  newspapers and that other paper that we use 
other th ings for. We only need one i n  ten m iners i n  th is  
country, you k now. to supply us with the n ickel or  with 
the copper or  the z i nc or  whatever we have that we 
need in th is  country. That is all we need and that's 
what fr ightened me about these social ists. my fr iend. 

They talk about bu i ld ing  aroun d  themselves. Now, I 
don't care. M r. Speaker, they don't have to e m brace 
Pres ident Reagan. Although I notice. Mr. Speaker, 
that when the Premier of this provi nce goes to Cali
forn ia  to make a speech the word "Reagan" doesn't 
even enter i nto his speech. There he  is  in the heart land 
of R eaganom i cs. the former President's  state; he  
doesn't even enter i nto it .  Not  only that ,  he waxes 
g reat about a cont i nental energy program. It wasn't 
that many years ago where the social ists of th is  pro
v ince, N O P  supporters. used to run with b u m per 
st ickers - N o  to Conti n ental Energy Programs - when 
i t  l ooked l ike there m i g ht be a move afoot to jo in  
Canada and America, the States, w i th  a cont inental 
energy program. Now we have our social ist Premier i n  
Cal ifornia,  i n  that cou ntry o f  progressives. t o  talk 
about the need to l i n k  u p  with Manitoba our  energy 
requ i rements. 
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M r. Speaker, the Premier of cou rse is r ight; o n ly he 
doesn't k now it .  We should be ta l k i n g  about a N orth 
A merican Common Market and i n  that I i nc lude M ex
ico and in that I i nc lude some of the I sth mus countr ies 
l ike E l  Salvador and the Honduras. N i caragua that 
could get benefit from that. That's what we should be 
tal k i n g  about but. M r. Speaker. u nfortunately there 
has been th is  kind of unfathomable poison,  acri mon
ious hatred for anyth ing  south of the border develop
ed from members of the Left that prevents that from 
happeni ng .  

M r. Speaker, I have been i n  th is  H ouse for  some 1 6, 
1 7  years. This is the f i rst t i me I have actually seen a 
resolut ion presented to this House specifically d i rected 
against an A merican President or against American 
pol icy. N ow, M r. Speaker, as I started to say, I don't 
care. they don't  have to l i ke Pres ident R eagan, but 
recogn ize that we do 80 percent of our bus iness with 
that country. 

Mr. Speaker, I want them to tell me. how are our  
35,000 or  40,000 unemployed automobi le  workers 
g o i n g  to get back on  the job with the present att i tude 
of organized labour in that part icular i ndustry when 
you measure that to what's happe n i n g  i n  the U nited 
States. Why would General Motors. why would Ford, 
i ns ist on b u i l d i n g  a shed in Oshawa or  in H a m i lton for 
$ 1 4,000 when i t  can be bui l t  for $ 1 2,000 in Detroit? 

M r. Deputy Speaker. I see even the c u rrent precar
ious Autopac relat ionsh ip  that we have. which shares 
the produ ction of the auto i ndustry in North America, 
in serious danger and i t  was rein forced this week i n  
t h e  C ity o f  W i n n i peg b y  the posit ions taken b y  Denn is  
McDermott, M r. Wh ite and others. You may not  l ike it. 
I am not suggest i n g  that you have to e mbrace it, but at 
l east ackn owledge the real i ty of what you are faci ng .  I 
m ean,  here we have the N O P  i n  their  f iner  moments; 
they l i ke to fume and spume agai nst the evi ls of 
m u lt i nationals because they can d i rect their  produc
t ion to those areas where it i s  most profitable for 
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them to produce. 
M r. Speaker, h ow long d o  you expect the I nterna

t ional  N i cke l  Company to cont inue  to produce n ickel  
i n  Sudbury o r  in  Thompson with the k ind  of reaction 
that they're gett ing  from the Canadian labour scene 
today? N ot too long ,  it's j ust that s i m ple;  and i f  the 
answer is  - okay,  who needs them - f ine .  Who needs 
them? That is  your  answer and that is  t he answer that 
far too many social ist countries have fou n d  o ut in the 
past n um ber of years. Then you start to tai lor  the c loth 
to fit your needs. Then we s l ip  down rung by rung i n  
o u r  standard o f  l i v i ng ,  as w e  have i n  the last ten years. 
Pr ior to Trudeau, we stood t h i rd in the world in terms 
of standard of l iv ing .  We are now down to about 1 3th 
or  1 4t h  by the pol ic ies that you are espousin g  i n  this 
resolut ion and you have supported i n  terms of the 
suppo rt you have g iven to the p resent L i beral 
G overnment. G ive your k i n d  of economics another 
ten years and we wi l l  be hover ing  along the l ine of the 
deve lop ing nat ions.  You won't th ink that is  possible ,  
but it is  possib le. 

Gent lemen,  the ir  dedicat ion is to the equal d istribu
tion of m isery and of want, whereas the pol ic ies that 
we are talk i n g  about are pol ic ies of g rowth and mak
ing that economic  p ie g reater, that we can a l l  have a 
share of. That's the p roblem with my friends o pposite, 
M r. Speaker, and as I say again ,  it is  a tragedy that 
members o pposite who have certain ly the same k i n d  
o f  concern f o r  the provis ion of necessary services t o  
our  people, b u t  c a n  b e  so b l i n d  a s  t o  n o t  see where 
that wealth comes from. 

Mr .  S peaker, we s imply haven't got the earni n g  
capacity t o  d o  i t  ourselves. W e l l ,  Mr .  Speaker, y o u  can 
do it together. You say doing it together when your 
member i ntroduces a "Blast President Reagan Motion" 
in this H ouse, wh i le  at the same t ime the Premier goes 
down to Cal i forn ia  and can make a long  speech with
out mak ing  any references to it .  That k i n d  of hypoc
risy the Americans can catch up to pretty qu ick ly too. 

I w i l l  tell you one th ing ,  M r. S peaker, I don 't k n ow 
whether President Reagan w i l l  be successful .  I hope 
- ( I nterject ion)- no,  I don't  k now. I am n ot an econ
o mist. I haven't spent as much time in the u niversity as 
my fr iend,  the Honourable Mem ber for Thompson 
has, but M r. Speaker, I and every member on  th is side 
and every member o n  that s ide should hope that he  is 
successful  in getti n g  in flation beat because i nflation 
sti l l  h u rts by far the u nderprivi leged, the person on 
f ixed income.  The big com panies, t hey can rol l  with it .  
- ( I nterject ion)- Fine, that's a b ig  problem, too. -
( I nterject ion)- Okay, that's the b ig d ifference between 
us; then let's at least have an honest debate. 

I am more concerned about in flation because i f  I 
don't have i nflation control  I cannot and no govern
ment can support the k i nd of social programs that we 
have in p lace that can he lp  the u n e mployed. With 
i nflation under  control ,  we can conti nue to support 
the u n e m ployed, the needy, the u nderprivi leged. We 
can cont inue  to support them in a way that p laces 
them above any description of poverty. 

M r. Speaker, it is  amaz ing  that i t  is  on ly in Canada 
and in the U nited States that we have poverty. I t  is  only 
in these two countries that we have poverty by the 
way. We don't have poverty anywhere else and that is  
because of the  k ind of rhetor ic that we get from hon
o u rable mem bers o pposite. Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, that is  

a fair argu ment. I f  they say in flation is  not i m portant, 
that is  the ir  posit ion.  I say i t  is  extremely i mportant. 
- ( I nterjectio n ) - Yes, i t  is ,  Mr. Speaker, because i t  is 
not that s i mple an  answer. The two are in tertwined.  
With every percentage point  of i nflatio n ,  o u r  unem
ployment  has to i ncrease. I j ust made,  as the body of  
my speech,  c i t ing the example of our  auto workers 
versus the A merican auto workers, of our resource 
workers versus the A merican resource workers. So,  
M r. Speaker, you cannot separate the two.  I suggest 
that President Reagan is  t ry ing and I hope he suc
ceeds and I ,  for one, support h im .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder  p lease. The t ime for  Private 
M e mbers' H o u r  h av ing  expi red,  when we n ext reach 
this resol ut ion the Honourable Member for l nkster wi l l  
have the floor. The Chair  w i l l  accept a mot ion to  
adjourn.  

The Honourable M in ister of M un icipal Affairs. 
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HON. A. ADAM: I move, seconded by the Honou rable 
M e m ber for S p ri ngf ie ld ,  that the H ouse do now 
adjourn and stands adjourned unti l  2:00 p.m. tomor
row. (Tu esday) I t  is t h e  u n dersta n d i n g  t hat the  
members wi l l  reconvene i n  Committee at  8:00 p .m .  

MOTION presented and carried a n d  t h e  H o use 
adjourned a n d  stan ds adjourned unt i l  2 :00 p . m .  
tomorrow. (Tuesday) 




