
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, 3 March, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Present ing Petit ions . . .  Reading and Receiv ing 
Petitions . . .  

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING 

AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.  

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): M r. Speaker, 
I beg to present the F i rst Report of the Special Com
m ittee of Seven Persons appointed to prepare a l ist of 
mem bers of the Standing Committees ordered by the 
House. 

MR CLERK, Jack Reeves: Your Special Committee of 
Seven Persons, appointed to prepare a l ist of members 
of the Standing Comm ittees ordered by the House 
beg leave to present the following as their F i rst 
Report: 

Your Comm ittee prepared the fol lowin g  l i st of 
m em bers to com pose t h e  Sta n d i n g  Committees 
ordered by the House: 

PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS: ( 1 1 )  
H o n .  Messrs. Pawley, Penner ,  M essrs. Anstett, 

Banman,  Brown,  Corr in ,  F ox ,  Harper, Mercier, San
tos, Sherman.  

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: ( 1 1 )  
Hon. M rs. Hem p h i l l ,  Hon .  M r. Schroeder, Hon.  M rs.  

Smith ,  Messrs. A nstett, Blake, Eyler, Lyon,  Mal inowski ,  
Manness, Ransom ,  Scott. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND NATURAL RESOURCES: 
( 1 1 )  

H o n. M essrs. Evans,  Mack l i n g ,  Paras i u k ,  M rs. 
Dodick,  Messrs. Doern, E n ns, Eyler, Harapiak,  Lyon ,  
Orchard, Ransom .  

AGRICULTURE: ( 1 1 )  
Hon.  Messrs. Adam, U ruski, Uskiw,  Messrs. B uck

lasc h u k ,  Carrol l ,  Downey, Gourlay, Harapiak,  M a n
ness, Orchard, Plohman.  

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS: ( 1 1 )  
Hon. Messrs. Adam, Desjardins ,  Kostyra, U ruski ,  

M essrs. Banm a n ,  B u c klasc h u k, Carro l l ,  D riedger, 
Gourlay, Mercier, Plohman. 

LAW AMENDMENTS: (30) 
Hon.  Mr. Evans, Hon .  M rs. Hem p h i l l ,  Hon. Messrs. 

Kostyra, Mackl ing ,  Paras iuk ,  Pawley, Penner, Hon.  
M rs. Smith ,  Messrs. Corrin ,  Doern,  M rs. Dodick,  Ms. 
Dol i n ,  Messrs. Downey, D riedger, E n ns ,  Eyler, F i l
mon,  G raham, M rs. Hammond,  Messrs. Johnston, 
Lecuyer, Lyon ,  Manness, Nordman,  M rs. Oleson ,  Ms. 
Ph i l l i ps ,  Messrs. P lohman,  Santos, Steen, Storie. 
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PRIVATE BILLS: ( 1 1 )  
Hon.  Messrs. Adam, Desjard ins ,  Hon.  M rs. Hem

ph i l l ,  Hon.  Mr. Schroeder, M r. Ashton, M rs. Ham
mond,  Messrs, Harper, Hyde, Mal inowski ,  Sherman,  
Stee n .  

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: ( 1 1 )  
Hon.  M essrs. Cowan ,  Kostyra, Schroeder, Hon.  

M rs. Sm ith ,  Messrs. B lake ,  Enns ,  Mercier, Nordman,  
Ms .  P h i l l i ps, Messrs, Scott, Storie. 

STATUTORY REGULATIONS AND ORDERS: ( 1 1 )  
Hon. M r. Penner, Messrs. B ucklasc h u k, Carrol l ,  Ms. 

D o l i n ,  M essrs.  F ox ,  G ra h am ,  H a rper ,  Kovnats ,  
McKenzie, M rs. Oleson, Ms. P h i l l i ps .  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: ( 1 1 )  
Hon.  M r. Cowan ,  Hon. M rs. Smith ,  Hon .  M r. Uskiw, 

Messrs. Ashto n ,  B rown, Ms.  Doli n ,  Messrs. F i lmon ,  
Johnston, Lecuyer, McKenzie, Scott. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE: (8) 
Hon.  M r. Penner, Messrs. Anstett, Corrin ,  F ox ,  G ra

ham, Kovnats, Ransom, Santos. 
Al l  of which is respectful ly subm itted. 

MR. PENNER: I move, seconded by the Honourable 
Member for Turt le M ou ntain that the Report of the 
Comm ittee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . I ntroduction 
of B i l ls . . .  Oral Q uestions. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. PENNER: Before Oral Questions, may I make an 
announcement. M r. Speaker, with your perm ission, 
and that is the Special Comm ittee on Elections and 
Privi leges wi l l  be meet ing at  1 0:00 a.m . tomorrow 
morning in Room 254. 

POINT OF ORDER 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for E l l ice 
on a point of order. 

MR. BRIAN CORRIN (Ellice): Yes, M r. Speaker. I 
d i d n' t  hear you and it may be my hear ing ,  I d idn' t  have 
my hearing  aid on when you were cal l i n g  out, but I 
d idn't hear the cal l i ng  of M i n isterial Statements. I was 
wondering  whether you om itted to do that. I believe 
there is a statement to be made and I d idn't hear the 
cal l ing .  

MR. SPEAKER: There was a report g iven at  the time 
of the cal l i n g  of that. I f  it's the wish of the members to 
resort back to M i n i sterial Statements. If it's agreed. 
(Agreed) 

The Honourable M i n ister of Education. 
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HON. MAUREEN L. HEMPHILL (Logan): Mr. Speaker, 
I 'm del ighted to be standing before this House to 
make my f irst statement. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Opposition 
House Leader have a point of order? 

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): I just 
wonder if there are copies of the statement, M r. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Would the Honourable M i n ister make 
copies avai lable to the Chair  and to the Opposition .  

MRS. HEMPHILL: We w i l l  m a ke copies available. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. It is  our practice that 
when a M i n isterial Statement is  g iven that there are 
copies provided at the time for the Opposition. If the 
M i n ister does not have them would she be w i l l i n g  to 
make her statement tomorrow? 

MRS. HEMPHILL: I ask leave of the H ouse to make 
the statement and distr ibute the statements after. I 
have an u rgent time problem related to gett ing i n for
mation out to school divisions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable O pposition House 
Leader. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr.  Speaker, we would  be q uite pre
pared to revert back to M i n isterial Statements at the 
end of the Q uest ion period i f  the M i n ister could have 
her statements avai lable by then.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MRS. HEMPHILL: We are in the process of hav ing 
copies del ivered to the House immediately. They w i l l  
probably be here w h i l e  I 'm m a k i n g  my statement. 

MR. SPEAKER: I t  would be satisfactory to the House 
to report back to M i n i sterial Statements at the end of 
q uestion period if that is convenient to members. Per
haps we can proceed then to Oral Q uestions. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Leader of the 
Opposition. 

MR. STERLING LYON (Charleswood): M r. Speaker, I 
have a q uest ion for the Honourable F i rst M i nister. 
Could the F i rst M i nister advise the House, M r. Speaker, 
to whom the I n formation Services Branch of govern
ment is  now report ing? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY (Selkirk): M r. Speaker, 
the I nformation Service B ranch reports to my office -
Executive Counci l .  

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, in view of the fact that up 
unt i l  Novem ber 30, 1 98 1 ,  and for many many years 
preceding  that, the I n formation Services B ranch of 
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government reported throug h  either the Departm ent  
of Government Services or one of the  forebearers of  
that department, cou ld  the  F i rst M i n ister explain why 
there was a change made i n  the report ing of the  
I nformation Services Branch, the I n formation Servi
ces Branch being the branch that is responsible for al l  
publ ications, for a l l  news reports that go out u nder the 
name of the Government? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, from time to time there is 
a change in respect to different responsib i l ities i nsofar 
as government is  concerned. I n sofar as i n formation 
services are concerned there has been a transfer of 
responsib i l ity to myself, i n deed, there has been no 
change in  respect to pol icy pertain i ng to the I n forma
tion Service branch.  

MR.LYON: M r. Speaker, could the F i rst M i n ister then 
tel l  the House the person on the Executive Counci l  
staff to whom I n formation Services is  now report ing.  

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I would thank the Leader 
of the Opposit ion for his q uestions but we could most 
fruitful ly d iscuss the reasons  for the transfer of res
ponsibi l ity dur ing the time of my Estimates. 

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, I again repeat the q uest ion,  
could the F i rst M i n ister not advise the House the name 
of the member of his staff to whom I n formation Ser
vices is  now report ing? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, agai n ,  a l l  matters pertain
ing  to the department that I am responsible for, i nc lud
ing  I n formation Services, can be best dealt with dur
i n g  the normal  process of such d iscussion as to deta i l .  

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, I wonder i f  I m i g ht perhaps 
then refresh the Honourable F i rst M i n i ster's memory 
by asking ,  i f  I may, I' l l  go r ight through his staff, is  the 
I nformation Services Branch now report ing  to Mr.  
M i chael Deeter, the Clerk of the Counci l? M r. Speaker, 
is  the I n formation Services B ranch now report ing  to 
Mr .  Wi l l iam Regehr, the Princ ipal Secretary of t he 
F i rst M i n ister? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I would ask you whether 
or not, i ndeed, there is  not a rule against repetit ious 
q uestions. I do not i n tend to be repetitious, M r. 
Speaker, by responding ,  as I have responded before 
th is  is  a matter that can be more appropriately dealt 
with u nder Estimates. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder, p lease. I bel ieve that a l l  
members are aware that any M i nister may choose or 
choose n ot to answer any q uest ion .  I was not aware 
that the questions had been repetitive. 

The Honourable Leader of the O pposit ion. 

MR. LYON: Yes, Mr .  Speaker, then I wi l l  ask a d iffer
ent q uestion.  Is the I nformation Services Branch of 
Government now report ing to Mr.  Dan O'Connor, the 
Comm u n i cations and Co-ordi nation Secretary of the 
Prem ier, who was described in a recent art ic le as 
bei ng  the best pol itical strategist that the Prem ier has 
o n  h is  staff, is  that who I nformation Services is  report
ing  to now? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. 

MR. LYON: Wel l .  Mr. S peaker, hav ing had that marve
lous display of open government. on behalf of the F i rst 
M i n ister refus ing to answer a q uest ion with respect to 
the propaganda m ac h i ne that he has estab l ished i n  
government after only three months i n  office. Perhaps 
we can get on to the regu lar business of the House and 
ask the F i rst M i nster to tel l  the H ouse what other 
propaganda changes he and h is  col leagues have 
made in the three months they have been in office; 
how many other new P R  people have they b rought o n  
staff to propagate their rather f u n n y  ideology among 
the people of Manitoba? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker. I find i t  i ndeed very very 
p uzzl i n g  com i n g  from the Leader of the O p position 
that i ndeed was the architect of a brand new scale of 
propaganda over the last four years. the h i ri n g  of 
comm u nicators. which we have discussed at g reat 
length in this Legislature before. massive advert is ing 
campaign, which was launched d u ri n g  the previous 
fiscal year. that the Leader of the Opposition now has 
the audacity to i n deed im pinge u po n  the in tegrity of 
people that are now work i ng I nformation Services. 
Mr .  Speaker. if the Leader of the O pposition has spe
cific compla ints in regard to any change of policy 
perta in ing  to the I n formation Services Branch let h im 
now br ing forth those com plaints i n  specific form but, 
otherwise. M r. Speaker, I suggest it is h i g h ly u nfair to 
the pub l ic  servants with in  the I nformation Services 
Branch for the Leader of the O pposit ion to reflect o n  
t h e  personnel i n  that B ranch. 

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker. far from reflectin g  on the 
personnel  of the I nformation Services B ranch. m y  
honourable friend, by h i s  in temperate behaviour t h i s  
afternoon .  is  reflect ing  o n  h is  own office and i ndeed is  
causi n g  g reat q uest ions to arise among a l l  of us as to 
why th is  change would be made.  Would the Honour
able M i nister be wi l l i ng  enough i n  this movement of 
free and open government that he talks about a l l  the 
time to advise the House and the people of Manitoba 
why he thought i t  necessary to change the I n forma
tion Services B ranch from report ing  to Government 
Services to report ing to his department? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, again, I am q uite ready, i n  
fact, q u ite anxious t o  deal with th is  i n  deta i l  dur ing m y  
Estimate Review. M r. Speaker, I a s k  y o u  whether 
indeed there are any rules insofar as q uest ions of a 
repetit ious nature? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Pem b i na. 

MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): Thank you, M r. 
Speaker, I have a q u estion for the Honourable F i rst 
M i n ister. Knowin g  the F i rst M i n i ster's awareness and 
concern for the p l i g ht that a g roup of worki n g  M a nito
bans f ind themselves in and being set u po n  by the 
W i n n i peg Taxation Office. namely, that g roup of 
comm issioned automobi le salesmen i n  the Province 
of M a nitoba who are being reassessed by the Win
n ipeg Taxation Office for  retroactive taxation years, I 
would l i ke to ask the F i rst M i nister what he and h is  

8 3  

good office are doing to help that  group of  working  
Manitobans i n  the i r  current f inancial  d istress? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, it's unfortunate but the 
Member for Pembina doesn't appear to be conscious 
of t he fact that he is  asking a q uestion t hat would be 
better posed in the Federal House of Commons. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Speaker, I bel ieve that anytime a 
g roup of worki n g  Man itobans are being beset u po n  by 
the W i n n i peg Taxation Office, that is  a matter of i nter
est for the government of the Province of M a nitoba. 
M r. Speaker, my q uestion q uite s imply to the F i rst 
M i n ister is  that i n  view of the fact that any additional 
taxation which the W i n n i peg Taxation Office w i l l  
g lean retroactively from these people becomes a 
share of the Province of M a nitoba taxation reven ues, I 
suggest the q uestion is q u ite i n  order. Mr .  Speaker, I 
would l i k e  to know what the F i rst M i n ister and h is  
good office are doing to assist that  g roup of  worki n g  
Manitobans.  

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker. again, we're hearing  
repetit ion of previous q uestions. The q uestion relates 
to a ru l ing  by the Federal Department of Revenue i n  
regard t o  the col lection of taxation i n  the Prov ince of 
M a nitoba. The p rocesses, the decisions that i ndeed 
have been made, have been made on the part of publ ic  
servants in  Ottawa so that  the honourable member i s  
aski n g  h is  q u estions i n  t h e  wrong Cham ber. M r .  
Speaker, y o u  should indeed, I suggest, point that out 
to the honou rable member. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. M r. Speaker, 
u nder ordinary c ircumstances I m ight  f ind some 
sem blance of agreement with the F i rst M i n ister but 
when the Province of Manitoba has been s ingled out 
by the Federal Taxat ion Department for th is  retroac
tive review of comm issioned salesmen - only Mani
toba - I suggest it is  in  the i nterest of the M a nitoba 
Government to protect those i n d ividuals. I ask the 
F irst M i n ister why their request to his office for assist
ance, which is  now two months old, has been com
pletely ignored by h is  office and staff? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. S peaker, again, I have to repeat, 
because apparently the M em ber for Pem b i na did not 
hear accurately, this is  a matter that is  of federal j uris
dict ion.  a matter which m ust be dealt with in respect to 
the Federal Government of Canada is  concerned. It is 
a matter that is  the responsibi l ity of the M i nister of 
National Revenue at the federal level .  There are 
serious q uest ions i ndeed that should be raised per
tai n i n g  to this matter. Those q uest ions should be 
raised in the Federal House of Commons rather than 
the Mem ber for Pem b i na appearing  to wish to some 
way or other to draw a g reat deal of attent ion to h im 
self i n  t h i s  Chamber by rais ing matters o f  a federal 
nature. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Speaker, I find i t  i n deed u n for
tunate that th is  three-m onth-old government, claim
ing concern for all Manitobans, is  prepared to aban
don a g roup of worki n g  Manitobans to an  arbitrary tax 



Wednesday, 3 March, 1 982 

rule s i n g l i n g  out Manitoba alone, and I as k the F i rst 
M in ister - ( I nterject ion)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. The 
Honourable House Leader o n  a Point of Order. 

MR. PENNER: I would as k that you rule as to whether 
or not the Member for Pem bina is not s im p ly repeat
ing ,  i n  the same words almost identically, the q uestion 
a lready raised, and whether th is is not in abuse of the 
House. How many times can the same q uestion be 
as ked by the same member? I would as k you to rule on 
that. 

MR. SPEAKER: Certai n ly from the Chair i t  seems that 
the same, or  very s im i lar q uestion, is bein g  posed by 
the Honourable Member for Pem bi n a. I 'm attempt ing 
to g ive a l l  members as much latitude as poss ib le 
withi n  their questions, hoping that they wi l l  be q ues
t ions and not be s peeches to the O pposit ion .  I bel ieve 
i t  would be fair to say that the q uestion period is 
generally looked u po n  as time belong ing to the O ppo
sit ion.  If the Oppos it ion wish to use their time in what
ever way they wish, that is not too far from the ru les , 
I 'm prepared to al low that to happen .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Speaker, then  m i g ht I ask the  
F i rs t  M i n ister if he,  or h is office, or indeed the M i n ister 
of F inance for the Province of Manitoba, are aware 
that the W i n ni peg Taxation Office has s i ngled out 
Manitoba as the only province in Canada and s ing led 
out a g roup of commiss ion s alesmen retroactively to 
reassess their  taxation and,  i f  he is aware of that, does 
he have any concerns whatsoever for those Manito
bans who are being asked to pay additional taxes at a 
time when he wel l  k nows that al l  Manitobans would 
dearly love to keep additional i ncom e  in their pockets 
to maintain their fam i l ies? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of F inance. 

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): Thank you, M r. 
S peaker. The Member for Pem bina  asks whether we 
are aware that Manitoba is the only provi nce in which 
sales people are being audited and in which there is a 
change with res pect to the federal im pos it ion of 
i ncome tax . I was not aware of that. I can ass u re the 
honourable member that I wi l l  look at i t  t h is afternoon 
and, i f  that is t he case, then certa in ly we w i l l  be making 
representations to Ottawa to request that  our citizens 
be treated in a fas hion no different from the citizens of 
other provi nces in th is cou ntry, that sales people be 
treated in Manitoba in the same way that they would 
be treated i n  other provinces i n  th is country. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M em ber for Robl in
R ussel l .  

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): I thank 
you, Mr. Speaker, I have a q uest ion for  the Honour
able M in ister of F i nance. I wonder, can the Honour
able M i n ister of F i nance tel l  us if the government 
plans to change the ad valorem form ula of gasol ine  
taxation i n  the province. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M inister of F inance.  
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MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, that is a policy mat
ter that is before the government. 

MR. McKENZIE: M r. Speaker, I don't t h i n k  I heard the 
H onourable M i n ister's answer. I wonder i f  he would 
repeat it ,  I am sorry I did not p ick i t  up.  

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, the honourable 
member has been a m em ber of t h is Chamber for what, 
25 years? I am sure that in that time he has learned that 
B udget i tems are d iscussed at B udget time. 

MR. McKENZIE: M r. Speaker, I wonder then i f  the 
Honourable M i n ister can advise the House or Man i to
bans if it is the plan of the government to adjust the ad 
valorem tax because of the fact that gasol ine went u p  
1 0  cents a gal lon this week i n  our province. There are a 
lot of people phoning and i nq uir ing if we can expect 
an  adjustment or a change in that pol icy.  

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. S peaker, the changes i n  our 
taxation rates and pol ic ies w i l l  be announced as they 
take effect as has happened in the past. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hono u rable Member for Turt le 
M ou ntain .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, t h e  M i n ister o f  F inance I 
t h i n k  w i l l  be aware that approx imately on a s ix-month 
basis the assessment of the tax has been adjusted as 
the p rice of gaso l ine  has r isen.  There has recently 
been a rise i n  the price of gasol ine.  Does the M i n ister 
i ntend to have an  assessment done of the average 
price in W i n n i peg in order that he m ight  increase the 
tax? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, that is a policy mat
ter. I t  is always u nder cons iderat ion.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the 
Oppos it ion.  

MR.LYON: F u rther to the q uest ion of the Honourable 
Mem ber for T u rt le Mounta i n, I am not as k i n g  the M i n
ister to d ivulge any pol icy changes he may have i n  
m in d .  I am as k i ng t h e  M i n ister whether he a n d  h is 
col leagues i ntend to obey the law of Manitoba which 
is  that  the provincial  tax w i l l  be adjusted after other 
taxes have gone up or other price increases have 
taken place. Does he i ntend to obey the law or is he 
going to change it? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, l ike al l  members of 
t h is government, of course, I i ntend to obey the law. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr.  
Speaker, a q uestion to the  same M i n ister, I wonder i f  
the M i n ister could in form the House whether or not 
the M a nitoba Government wi l l  be add i n g  a new tax on 
gasol ine and diesel fuel.  

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr.  Speaker, again, that is a 
B udget q uest ion which I am s u re the honourable 
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mem ber can wait unt i l  B udget time for an answer too. 

MR. BANMAN: A s u pplem entary q uesti o n, M r. 
S peaker, to the same M i n ister. I wonder if the M i n ister 
could confirm that the government wi l l  be levying  a 
new tax on gaso l i ne and diesel fuel to pay for the 
sett ing up of ManOi l .  

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, I have already ans
wered the q uestion, I bel ieve, about six times. 

MR. BAN MAN: Another supplementary, M r. Speaker, 
I wonder if the M in ister could confirm that the govern
ment w i l l  be pay ing  for ManOi l  by levying gasol ine tax 
which the consumers i n  the provi nce w i l l  have to be 
paying for. 

MR. PENNER: O n  a point of order again, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House 
Leader on a point of order. 

MR. PENNER: I n  terms of the q uestion period, that is, 
word for word with one change of p hrase, the q u es
t ion which was j ust asked and answered for the 
second t im e, I suppose that the honou rable members 
opposite j ust don't have q uestions they care to ask 
that have any meani ng .  

MR. SPEAKER: I do not  in tend to te l l  the  members of  
the  O pposition what q uestions they should ask. 

The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie. 

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): M r. Speaker, I 
have a q u estion I would l i ke to d irect to the M i n ister of 
Comm u n ity Services and Corrections.  Have the tend
ers been cal led as original ly  promised for construc
tion of a new m u lt im i l l ion  dol lar i ndoor recreational 
com plex o n  the g rounds of the M a nitoba School for 
Retarded in Portage la Prairie? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Com
m u n ity Services. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): No, M r. 
Speaker. 

MR. HYDE: To the same M in ister then, M r. Speaker, 
i n  view of the fact that the tenders were to be called i n  
February, can the M i nister advise th is  House when the 
project wil l  go to tenders? 

MR. EVANS: The matter is  u nder review, M r. Speaker. 

MR. HYDE: Mr. Speaker, I am afraid I did not hear the 
answer. 

MR. EVANS: M r. S peaker, I stated to the honourable 
mem ber and to the members of the House that the 
matter is  u nder review presently. 

MR. HYDE: A further supplementary, i f  I may, M r. 
Speaker, i n  view of the fact that there are several 
h u ndred residents of the Man itoba School whose 
conditions mean that they can never be accommo
dated anywhere outside of that bu i ld ing, can the M i n-
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ister assure those residents and this House that con
struction on this long-awaited recreational com plex 
wil l  get u nder way soon? 

MR. EVANS: M r. Speaker, I don't what else I can add 
to my last q uestion. We are very cogn izant of the 
problem and we bel ieve that the residents of that par
ticular school should have the best recreational faci l i 
t ies available. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan 
R iver. 

MR. D.M. GOURLAY (Swan River): Thanks, Mr.  
Speaker, I would l i ke to d i rect a q uest ion to the M i n is
ter of M un i c i pal  Affairs and ask h im i f  he can advise 
the House as to when he wi l l  be announcing the 
amounts, paym ents, of the 1 982 m u n ic ipal  tax sharing  
payment. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of M u nici
pal  Affairs. 

HON. A.R. (Pete) ADAM (Ste. Rose): I n  response to 
the Member for Swan R iver, I w i l l  be mak ing  that 
announcement when I am ready to make i t, Mr .  
Speaker. 

MR. GOURLAY: I wonder i f  the M i n ister . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease, order please. Order 
please. 

MR. GOURLAY: I have a further supplement to the 
same M i n ister, I wonder i f  he could  i n dicate the 
amount of the payments which he expects to be 
announcing soon .  

MR. ADAM: No, M r. Speaker. 

MR. GOURLAY: I would j ust l ike to rem i n d  the M in is
ter that the m u n ic ipal people are anxious to get this 
i nformation I might add. 

I wonder, another supplementary to the same M in is
ter, if he could advise the House whether or not he w i l l  
b e  making a n y  adjustments t o  the u rban supplement 
that we i n it iated some two or  three years ago. 

MR. ADAM: The Member of Swan R iver wil l  k now that 
the Department of U rban Affairs now is  u nder the 
M i nister of Urban Affairs, my colleague. 

MR. GOURLAY: I would l ike to rephrase this q ues
t ion.  I'd l i ke to ask the M inister of M un ic ipal  Affairs, 
the u rban supplement was paid to all of the m u n ic ipal
ities, not just the City of Winn ipeg and I 'm j ust wonder
i n g  if he is plann i n g  on changi n g  the form ula that has 
been established some two or three years ago. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Emerson. 

MR. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): M r. Speaker, I 
have a q u estion to the M i n ister of M un ic i pal  Affairs. I 
wonder whether the M i n ister could ind icate whether 
he's in favour of sel l i ng Local Government D istrict 
vested land. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T he Honourable M i n ister of M unici
pal Affairs. 

MR. ADAM: T hat is a pol icy matter, Mr. S peaker, and 
it's u nder review at the present t ime. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Emerson. 

MR. DRIEDGER: M r. Speaker. a q uestion to the same 
M in ister. T here is  a pol icy in place right n ow that he  is 
adm i n istrat ing through his office. I ' m  wondering  
whether he is i n  agreement w i th  that k i nd of pol icy. 

MR. ADAM: Agai n to repeat, in answer to your repeti
tive q uestion , the policy of C rown land sales is  u n der 
review at the present ti me. 

MR. DRIEDGER: M r. Speaker. I want to make a cor
rect ion in this. The q uest ion was whether the M in ister 
was in favour of sell i n g  Local Government District 
vested land,  not Crown lands.  I wonder whether he 
c ould possibly clarify that. 

MR. ADAM: M r. Speaker, the pol icy to allow LGD.  
Local Government Districts, to  sell the i r  land  wai:i 
i n it iated back i n  1 975. It was a policy that was u nder
taken by the previous Schreyer adm i n istration .  T here 
was two years of negotiations with the LG D's to br ing 
about that program and was followed u p  by the outgo
i n g  a d m i n istration and that pol icy will still c ont inue as 
far as we're c oncerned. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): T h a n k  you. M r. 
Speaker, u nfortunately yesterday the t ime for Q ues
t ion Period exp i red wh ile  I was in the m idst of q u es
tioni n g  the M i n ister of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs and so c onsequently I ' d  l ike to cont inue with 
my q uestions to h i m. I 'm aided by the fact that I can 
c onfirm through the use of Hansard that although the 
M i n ister gave us a rather lengthy review of what his 
department has done with the p roblem of u rea
formal dehyde foam i nsulation. he d id  not respond to 
the q uest ion w h ic h  I asked. S i r, wh ic h  was. what does 
the M i n ister i ntend to do on behal f  of thousands of 
Manitoba h omeowners who are faced with the prob
lem of hav ing a house that is  u n mortgageable and 
u nsaleable because of  the ex istence of  u rea-formal
dehyde foam i nsul at ion in their  homes g iven the fact 
that the federal government has offered only $5,000 i n  
compensation for a job that may requ i re anywhere 
from $1 0,000 to $20,000? What does he i ntend to do on 
t h at p r o bl e m  o n  b e h al f  of t h es e  M a n i to b a  
homeowners? 

MR. SPEAKER: The M i n ister of Consumer and Cor
porate Affairs. 

HON. EUGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks): Yes. M r. 
Speaker. I i n d icated yesterday i n  some detil the posi
tion that has been taken by the Province of Manitoba 
to the Federal Govern ment so that they accept their  
full responsibil ity. I might  add that the position of this 
govern ment is the same that was advanced by the 
previous govern ment and is  the same position that's 
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being advanced by all provinces across Canada, say
ing  that the Federal Government has a responsibility 
in this area and should accept that responsibil ity and 
we will c ont inue on behal f  of Mani  to bans to p ress the 
Federal Government to accept their  full responsibility. 

MR. FILM ON: Mr. Speaker, I hope that he's a lot m ore 
forceful about it than the M i n ister of F inance who has 
been a doormat for the Federal Government at recent 
meetings and h is  F i rst M i n i ster as well . 

MR. SPEAKER: Q uestion please. 

MR. FILM ON: My second q u estion .  M r. S peaker. is  i n  
view o f  the fact that the M i n ister of Consu mer and 
Corporate Affairs the other eveni n g  announced to the 
Manitoba Landlords' Assoc iation some of the details 
of h is  proposed rent c ontrol legislation ,  c a n  he share 
with the House today the context of the legislat ion 
that is proposed for rent control i n  this province? 

MR. KOSTYRA: I t h i n k  that will be better d iscussed 
when the bill is  i ntroduced to the House, M r. Speaker. 

MR. FILMON: Yes, Mr .  Speaker, well then I wonder i f  
the M i n ister c ould tell the House today j ust what 
exactly is  the Rent Regulat io n  B u reau. 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, as I i n d icated in res
ponse to the previous q uestion that will be part of the 
legislation that will be i ntroduced and d iscussed and 
debated at  that t ime.  

MR. FILM ON: I wonder then,  i n  v iew of the fact that he  
does not  c hoose to  share wi th  the House today what 
exactly the Rent Regulation B u reau is, would he  tell 
the House why the Civil Service Commission is adver
t is ing under the heading  of the Department of Con
sumer and Corporate Affairs, Rent Regulation B u reau 
for 10 positions at the p resent t ime. 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, it's obvious that there is  
goin g  to be legislation with respect to rent control i n  
the province and it's obvious that there's going to be 
staff needed to i m plement that legislat ion once i t  is 
passed. 

MR. FILMON: Mr. S peaker. are we to u nderstand that 
these 1 0  people will be h i red to do noth ing u ntil the 
M i n i ster dec ides what the text of h is  legislation is  and 
presents i t  to the House. and then takes i t  through all 
of the c o m mittee procedu res and the various parts of 
legislat ion,  in addition to the people who are presently 
o n  staff i n  the Tenancy Arbitration Bureau and the 
Rentalsman's Office? These additional 10 people will 
sit and do noth ing? 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, I d id  not  hear a q uestion 
out of that speech by the member opposite. 

MR. FILMON: My q u estion is ,  will these people do 
noth ing  u ntil he  dec ides that he can get h is  legislation 
through the House? 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, no. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. G. W. J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): Mr. 
Speaker, my q uestion is to the Honourable Attorney
General .  Mr. Speaker, in v iew of h is  d i rective to the 
Manitoba Liquor Control Commission that South 
African wines and spirits be removed from the shelves 
because of that country's pol ic ies, will the Honour
able Attorney-General advise whether the p u bl ic of 
M a n itoba can ex pect any action with respect to wi nes 
and sp i rits from R ussia, Poland ,  H u ngary, Ch ile  and 
other countries? 

MR. SPEAKER: T he Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. PENNER: Mr.  Speaker, let there be no doubt that 
th is Government, and I hope the members opposite 
with t h is government,  will protest racism and the 
denials  of civ il l iberties wherever they occur. Whether 
they occur  in Ch ile ,  El Salvador, the Sov iet U nion ,  
Poland,  wherever, the U SA; yes, in  Canada, we will be 
prepared to protest them.  The q uest ion will always be 
in what form and u nder what c i rcumstances and I 
want to, for example,  advise the House that at the t ime 
that  martial law was declared in  Poland,  I was the D uty 
M i n ister and I was called u pon by the Canadian
Pol i s h  Congress to make the facil ities of this House 
available for the demonstration wh ich in fact took 
place and I d id  it .  

I t  may be, and I del i berately use that hypothetical , 
that I would not necessarily approve of the particular 
form of demonstration there or elsewhere, but I 
thought they had the r ight  to demonstrate and that we 
as a government - and the F i rst M i n ister made our 
position very clear o n  that with rspect to Poland - but 
you see what is forgotten in that q uest ion is  that the 
posit ion of South Africa is  u n iquely abhorrent; it has 
been recog n ized as such by the U nited Nations; i t  is  
the s u bject of  resol utions by the U nited Nations and I 
t h i n k  th is  House should be aware of what those reso
l utions are because what I and the govern ment are 
followi ng  are the resol utions of the U n ited Nations. 

South Africa is the only country which is  the subject 
of a U . N .  boycott and a U . N  excl usion and part of that 
resol ution I would l i ke ,  and on a suitable occasion I 
will read the whole of that resolution i nto the record, 
to read the penult imate part: namely, that the U . N .  
requests all governments and organizations t o  co
operate with a special com mittee in the i m plementa
tion of the present resol utions which embody the 
notion of boycott. So that with respect to South Africa 
which is  recognized as hav i n g ,  not only as a matter of 
law but as a matter of constitution ,  a racist pol icy 
embedded i nto i t  and has carried th is  out; 20 m ill ion 
blacks exploited by 4 m ill ion whites; that th is  is  u n i
quely  abhorrent and we recog n ize that i n  the step that 
we took and we make no apol og ies for it . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. O rder please. I ' m  sure 
all members are aware that the q uestion period should  
n ot be used for  mak ing  speeches as  i t  is  a t ime for 
q uestions. 

· The Honourable M e m ber for St. Norbert. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. S p e a k e r ,  t h e  H o n o u ra bl e  
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Attorney- General not hav i n g  answered the q uestion 
whether he  would take any action with respect to wine 
and spi rits from R ussia, Poland, Ch ile  and other coun
tries, I can only presume that he  supports the pol icies 
of those countries. 

M r. Speaker, I 'll move u nto another matter. There is  
a Throne Speech reference to the Law Courts Bu il d
ing. Can the Honourable Attorney-General ind icate 
whether there has been any substantial change in the 
plans or proposed s ite for the construction of that 
bu ild ing? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General . 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, no I ' m  pleased to advise 
the House that there has not been any substantial 
plans and that what is going forward i n  fact is a com
plex which has originated many years ago, f i rst with 
the present government and carried forward, I will 
readily admit, by the members opposite when they 
were in govern ment but we are the party, as govern
ment, which has f inally g iven the go ahead. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, in v iew of the fact that 
my clear u nderstand i n g  that the plans for that project 
were to be com plete i n  l ate 1 98 1  or very early i n  Janu
ary 1 982, can the Honourable Attorney- General 
expla in  the reasons why the project will not be pro
ceedi n g  u ntil late fall of 1 982 as i nd icated in the 
T h rone Speech rather than i mmediately? 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, the reason is that i n  fact 
the plans are not yet ready for tender ing.  We are 
advised by the Department of Government Serv i ces 
and the arch i tectural consultants in that department 
and by the architects themselves, that the plans will be 
ready for tenderin g  one hopes by the end of May or 
just before the end of May, and that based o n  that t ime 
r i ne and the t ime taken to get and analyze tend ers, i t  is  
expected that we will be in  a posit ion to go ahead with 
the construction just about the end of August ,  the 
beg i n n i n g  of Septem ber, so it's j ust a question of the 
p reparation of the plans. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, 
my q uestion is  to the Honourable M i n ister of Health .  I 
would ask h i m  whether the Manitoba Health Serv ices 
Commission has submitted a cou nter proposal on 
fees to the Manitoba Medical Association as of yes
terday, March 2nd ,  i n  keeping with the 30-day agree
ment under the ex istin g  contract? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n i ster of Health .  

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): No,  
M r. Speaker, but as  soon as  the Comm ission is  
advised that meaningful d i scussion will continue ,  
they certainly will accom modate the M MA. 

MR. SHERMAN: A supplementary, M r. Speaker, 
would ask the M i n i ster whether the M a n itoba Medical 
Association has i n dicated to h i m  that i t  considers the 
Health  Serv ices Commission now to be i n  breach of 
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the 30-day clause in the ex ist ing  contract? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, yes it is fair to say 
that they have i nformed me that they feel that we have 
broken the agreement. I have also said p u bl icly that I 
felt they had broken the agreement by c hang ing a 
d iscussion that is no longer mean ingful - I th ink  th is  
is  the word that is  used,  that a mean ingful d i sc ussion 
should be held. I t h i n k  that the member answered this 
in the T h rone Speech debate of yesterday. I t  is i mpos
s ible  to negotiate with a g u n  at your head. It is  i mpos
s ible  to negotiate with a g roup that say that even if 
there was an agreement reac hed that they would not 
forward it to their  membersh ip  unless we agree to 
bring in legislation that they're seeki n g  to have. 

MR. SHERMAN: A f inal supplementary, M r. Speaker, 
can the M i n i ster advise the House whether the Mani
toba Medical Assoc iation has i nd icated to h i m  that 
because in its view the Health  Services Commission 
has breac hed the agreement; that there now are no 
obl igations on the part of either side to m ove off the 
polarized positions that they're in at the present t ime? 

MR. DESJARDINS: No, M r. Speaker, I m i g ht say that 
as far as the government is c oncerned we're anx ious 
to see the negotiat ions resume as soon as possible, as 
long as it 's going to be mean ingful and fru itful negoti
ation.  I would hope that this start fairly  soon. 

As far as the Manitoba Health  Services Com mis
sion,  the Com mission is  ready to have a counter prop
osal anytime th is  eveni n g ,  tomorrow, anytime at all , as 
long as they resume negotiations. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The t ime for Oral Q ues
tions has expired. The House agreed earl ier  to revert 
to M i n isterial Statements. Is the M i n i ster of Education 
now prepared to proceed? 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The M i n ister of Educat ion .  

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker, I want  to thank the 
H ouse, f irst of  all , for  g iv ing me very spec ial permis
sion to speak at th is  t ime.  It just proves that not all 
learni n g  takes place i n  the classroom .  I wish to 
announce s ign if icant measu res to ensure g reater 
equity i n  the allocation of provincial support to school 
d ivisions. The Education Support Program will be 
retai ned for 1 982, and,  as prescr ibed by regulations 
and legislat ion,  it will be i nc reased by $46.5 m ill ion to 
$469 . 1  m ill ion to reflect i nc reases in the Consumer 
Price I ndex. 

The total d irect prov i nc ial contribution to education 
of $332.8 m ill ion will c over 54.4 percent of the pro
jected $61 1 .3 m ill ion  p u bl ic sc hools will spend i n  
1 982,  u p  from 53.3 perc ent o f  school expenditure last 
year. 

Wh ile  reta in ing  the Education Support Program i n  
its c urrent form , the government will i m plement s ign if
icant c hanges in education fi nanc i n g  through sup
plemental g rants, to help correct certai n  identified 
weaknesses in the d istribution of g rants u nder the 
ex isting Education Support Program.  

These weaknesses i nclude: 
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D isadvantages i n  raisi ng special! levy revenues 
faced by d ivisions with l ow property tax assessment 
bases. Balanced assessment per pup il ,  by wh ic h  the 
tax base of d ivisions can be compared, ranges from a 
h i g h  of nearly $26,000 to a low of u nder $8,000.00. 

D isadvantages faced by some lower-spending d iv
isions because their  1 980 expenditure levels are used 
to define the ceil i n g  of "el ig ible  expenditure," wh ic h  i n  
turn ,  i s  used t o  calculate 1 982 support under the Edu
cation Support Program.  El ig ible  expenditure u nder 
the Educational Support Program for 1 982 ranges 
from $2,133 per pup il in Dauph in-Ochre School Divi
sion to $3,244 per pupil i n  W i n n i peg School D ivision 
No. 1 .  

The " m ill rate c risis" wh ic h  results when suc h  d i
visions m ust try  to remedy disparities i n  educational 
opportu n ity with spec ial levies from a relatively low 
tax base, and/or with grants artificially l i m ited by the 
el ig ible  expenditure ceil i n g  b u ilt i nto the Education 
Support Program.  

The c hanges i n  education fi nanc i ng wh ic h  our  
government will i n troduce takes the form of  supple
mental g rants totall ing  an  est imated $ 1 2.4 m ill ion and 
composed of: 

Equalization Supplements for d ivisions with a bal
anced assessment per pupil of less than $22,000; and 

El ig ible  Expenditure Supplements to offset the wid
ening d isparities and el i g i ble  expenditures between 
divisions u nder the Educational Support Program .  

I n  addit ion, adjustments wit h i n  t h e  Educational 
S upport Program are made as follows: - Basic Operat
ing  Support has been i nc reased by $ 1 0,200 - from 
$87,400 to $97,600 per basic operat ing  u n it .  - Trans
portation support has been i nc reased from $31 0 to 
$350 per transported p upil ;  and the mileage for loaded 
m iles on a school bus in excess of 50 m iles (80 km) per 
day has been i nc reased from 60 cents to 80 cents per 
m il e. - Pri nt and Non-print Materials  Support has been 
i nc reased from $25 per p u p il to $30 per p up il .  - The 90 
percent of el i g i ble  expenditures l imit  on operat ing 
support has been el i m i nated. 

The Publ ic Schools F inance Board will be i ncorpo
rat ing the above c hanges in its est imate of support 
payable to sch ool d ivisions and d istricts for 1 982, and 
the c o m plete estimate will be provided to eac h sch ool 
d ivision with return of its f inanc ial budget as has been 
the practice in recent years. 

Also in 1 982, the govern ment will i m plement two 
spec ial g rants programs to provide assistance to: - the 
al most 300 "small sc hools" in  the p rovince; and - to 
establ ish  a student travel program to enable  students 
better to ex perience Manitoba's rich c ultural and geo
g raphic d iversity. 

I will be announc i ng details of these two programs 
later. 

All of the above measu res are designed as i m prove
ments upon,  or supplements, to the Education Sup
port Program for the c urrent year, dur ing wh ic h  t ime 
the government will c onduct  a thorough review of 
education f inanc i n g .  

I w i s h  also t o  announce a spec ial g rant t o  the W i n 
n ipeg School D ivis ion No.  1 .  A spec i al g rant o f  $ 2  
m ill ion t o  t h e  Winni peg School Division No.  1 i n  
recognit ion o f  the spec ial needs o f  t h e  i n ner c ity stu
dents they are serving through en ric hed and spec ial 
programs. 
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The W i n ni peg School Division contains schools i n  
com m u n ities where over 4 5  percent o f  fam i ly heads 
are u nemployed, where over 60 percent of students 
come from s ing le  parent fam i l ies, where there are 
student transfer rates of up to 80 percent in a year, 
where N ative students make up 14 percent of the d iv
ision's population and i m m i g rants make u p  9 percent 
of the d ivision's population .  The d ivision has res
ponded to these needs with en riched pupi l-teacher 
ratios, language development programs, increased 
comm u n ity l iaison and development, n u rsery and 
alternative programs. 

The special g rant i s  a recognit ion of the W i n ni peg 
School D ivision's u n ique level of need and program 
commitment,  both of which are s ign i ficantly in excess 
of other d ivisions i n  the p rovince. Thank you,  M r. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. FILMON: M r. Speaker, a lthough I haven't had 
t ime to peruse in detail the announcement in the text 
of the increases and compare them to s im i lar  announ
cements last year i n  last year's Est imates, i t  is  always a 
welcome announcement to hear of g reater support to 
education i n  th is province. It strikes me, of course, 
that last year our government put t h rough i ncreases i n  
excess o f  $ 7 0  m i l l ion  on t h e  same basis, a much 
h igher  percentage, somethi n g  approach i ng 30 per
cent, to restructure the whole Publ ic  School Educa
tion F inancing Program in this provi nce. The M in ister 
refers to i ntentions to further alter the structure of 
pub l ic  school f inanci ng  in the provi nce and I rem i n d  
h e r  that t h e  report o f  t h e  Assessment Review Com
m ission is  due momentari ly. I t  would be wise not to 
make such structu ral changes unt i l  she sees what 
effect any moves to adjust assessment throughout the 
provi nce may have on her  f inancing plans. Obviously, 
the M i n ister has i n dicated that she is  going to carry on 
the  program c o m m i t ments in  approx i m ately the  
amounts that were announced by the former M i nister 
of Education last year in his endeavour to i ncrease the 
provincial  support for education.  I have'nt had an 
opportunity to compare whether i t  meets the expecta
tions of what that M i n ister said,  but I also k now that 
the M i n ister is f ight ing for dol lars amongst her Cabinet 
col leagu es for other programs which pres umably 
have priority as wel l .  So I commend the M in ister on 
her  announcement and say that we w i l l  be in terested 
i n  the B udget to see j ust exactly how this wi l l  come out 
of the taxpayers' pockets in the future. Thank you. 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. BANMAN: Before the O rders of the Day, Mr .  
Speaker, I wonder  i f  I cou ld  substitute some names on 
a committee. O n  Privi leges and Elections I would l i ke 
to su bstitute the M e m ber  for V i rden for the M e m ber 
for St.  N orbert, and the M e m ber for Turtle Mountai n 
for the Member for La Verendrye. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE Cont'd 

MR. SPEAKER: O n  the proposed motion of the Hon-
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c u rable Member for The Pas, a proposed amend ment 
thereto by the Leader of the Opposition. 

The Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek has 
five m in utes remai n ing .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I only have the  
five m i nutes and I probably wi l l  do a l ittle s u m m i n g  up.  
B ut f i rst I wou l d  l i ke to say that it was pretty obvious at 
the caucus meet ing today of the govern ment side. 
They decided to go back in the room and say, "Ques
t ion,  don't answer those fellows, take i t  as notice," and 
the P remier has obviously shown that he can't  stand 
the heat i n  the House because he's produced some 
arrogance today that he  used to accuse other  people 
of. 

M r. Speaker, let us go back to what I was saying 
about the complaints that  we had from the govern
ment for four years that not h i n g  was being done, that 
people were leaving  the Province of Manitoba and for 
three years there was a plan worked on to provide jobs 
for the people in the Province of Manitoba, for chi ld
ren of those people and the g randch i ldren  of those 
people for years to come. Let us picture, Mr. Speaker, 
a potash plant in the western part of the provi nce 
worth $400 m i l l i o n  of construct ion,  that would have 
1 , 200 people working  in construction for t h ree years 
and,  Mr. S peaker, a permanency of about 500 jobs i n  
the area. Let's take a look at the work that was being 
done to see the Manfor expanded to increase jobs in 
The Pas,  and i t  certai n ly should be done. Both of 
those,  by the way, were going to be jo int  ventures; 
government ,  i ndustry working  together; the Federal 
Govern ment  being i nvolved as far as Manfor was con
cerned; a joint venture.  So we have several m i l l ion  
dol lars there;  about $ 1 50 m i l l ion with  an increase in  
jobs i n  the construction period. A refinery that would 
cost i n  the neighbourhood of $600 m i ll ion  produces 
about - if  i t  goes the same as G ranby in Q uebec -
about 1 ,500 permanent jobs i n  constructio n  for four 
years and then permanent jobs of about 500 to 600 in 
the plant;  $700 m i l l ion approx imately at today's dol lars. 

And,  Mr. Speaker, the Power G ri d  that would have 
increased employment in Manitoba by several m i l l ion  
dol lars, over maybe 200 m i l l ion or better bei n g  spent 
in this area and you add u p  when you take L imestone 
i nto it ,  the construction of L imestone,  another $2 b i l
l ion ,  th is  prov ince was looking at $3- to $4-bi l l ion
worth of expenditure which woul d  create jobs i n  th is 
province for the long-term future,  and have a long
terrn construction o n  the Nelson,  would probably last 
for 25 years, u n interrupted. 

What's the consequence i f  we lose it ,  Mr. Speaker? 
Wel l ,  the consequence is  th is: we j ust heard from the 
M i n ister of Education that she's going to be spend i n g  
more money. We k now from t h e  Federal Government  
that your  transfer payments are  going to be less. We 
know that the economy of Manitoba, the car sales and 
other th ings are down. You're go ing to have less tax 
dol lars corn i n g  i n .  

A l l  o f  these th ings are happen ing and the most 
i m portant t h i n g  of a l l ,  M r. Speaker, is  that we wi l l  
export. We w i l l  cont inue to export our  young people to  
work  i n  the resource provi nces elsewhere. Does 
anybody on that side of the House bel ieve that ManOi l  
o r  any other  oi l  company, private or publ ic ,  is  capable 
of doing what that plan is  that we had before? -
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( I n terjection)- and the Al can one. I repeat, Alcan was 
a tenant, would be a tenant in a hydro plant owned by 
Hydro and they would pay $600 m ill ion approx i mately 
toward the c onstruction of that plant, and they would 
o nly  have a g uarantee of power for 35 years. And as as 
the member, The M i n i ster of Energy and M i nes wants 
to argue, the price of the power has n ot been set. M r. 
Speaker, w hen 40 percent of the c ost of mak ing alum
inum is  hydro power - ( I nterject ion)- Thank you ,  S i r  
- And you're spend ing $700 m ill ion to b u il d  a refinery 
in somebody's prov i nce, you're going to make sure 
your power is not cut off. The Quebec Government 
when i t  nationalized and took over the power plants in 
Quebec, left Alcan with their  own power plants in that 
prov i nce. It is a policy of theirs that they do and must 
have a sec u rity of power. 

So, Mr .  Speaker, I don't t h i n k  the socialist p h ilo
sophy wants to see advancement in th is prov i nce 
because they don't k now how to han dle  that k i n d  of 
people with i n itiative. But  it's on their  heads, M r. 
Speaker, and it better happen fast, because your 
fi nanc ial problems with i n  th is  prov i nce are here and 
they're going to get worse very fast and now is  the t ime 
to m ove. Let's forget the d reams and the fantasies that 
we're tal k i ng about and the v isions. Let's act now for 
the people of Manitoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Dauph in .  

MR. JOHN PLOHMAN (Dauphin): Thank you ,  M r. 
Speaker, we have l i stened to the Honourable M e m ber 
for Sturgeon Creek disc uss once ag a in  the Conserva
tive d reams and fantasies as he referred to them of 
megaprojects and I ' m  go ing to at th is  t ime d iscuss the 
serious concerns and problems fac i n g  Manitoba and 
fac i n g  the Dau p h i n  constituency today. 

I consider it a g reat honour and privilege, M r. 
Speaker, to be able to g iv e  my i naugural address here 
this afternoon. I say this s incerely, that i t  is  an honour 
to be here with so many d i st i n g u ished people o n  both 
s ides of the House,  that's true and as the representa
tive in the 32nd Legislature and because of the Dau
p h i n  C o n st i t u e nc y h av e  c h os e n  me as t h e i r  
representative. 

I want at th is  t ime to congratulate you,  M r. Speaker. 
I genu i nely bel ieve that you will br ing honour to your 
position here. I want also to congratulate our Premier, 
a very spec ial person, members of the Cabinet and all 
M LA's on both sides of the House, who make u p  the 
32nd Legislature. I espec ially want to mention and 
congratulate the Honourable Member for The Pas and 
the Honourable Member for B urrows for their elo
q uence in mov i n g  and seconding the Speec h  from the 
Throne. 

M r. Speaker, as I stand here I ' m  m i ndful of the g reat 
c hallenge that l ies before us. It is a c h allenge that I 
take seriously and with a sense of g reat responsibility 
The c hallenges before us have never been g reater and 
I bel ieve the T hrone Speec h  read by Her Honour the  
Lieutenant-Governor demonstrates that th is  Govern
ment is will i n g  to tackle those c hallenges and prob
lems in a real istic way and that we are not going to sit 
bac k  and watc h l ike the Conservative Govern ment d i d  
before us. 

Before I speak briefly about some of the g reatest 
problems fac i ng my constituency of Dauphi n ,  I want 
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to briefly share some of my bac kg round and my con
cerns and my personal feel ings with you.  

I proudly speak of my days on the farm where I was 
born and raised, the trees, the breeze through the 
leaves, the an imals, the sweet smell of  freshly cut  
grass and the stones I p ic ked. -(l nterject ion)
T hat's r ight ,  from the I n terlake. I learned to love the 
land and in  our family of  seven c h ildren,  I learned to 
share, to compromise and to be strong when I had to. 
Later, I had the privilege of work i n g  in Manitoba's 
North .  I worked with pride on the longest d i rect c u r
rent transmission l ine  i n  the world at that t ime, 
cl i mbed those majestic towers and ex perienced the 
true serenity 200 feet in  the air  with the c ool northern 
breeze blowing  i n  my face.  Mr .  Speaker, I experienced 
fi rsthand the harnessing of the m ighty N elson.  After 
graduat ing  from Red River Com m u nity College and 
the U n iversity of  Manitoba, I moved to Daup h i n  where 
I taught school for eight and one-half years and 
served as a town counc illor there. Dur ing this t ime 
that  I spent i n  the North  and between the t ime of  my 
u n iversity days, somet h i n g  very beautiful happened 
to me - ( I nterject ion)- right,  I met and married my 
dear wife, Pat,  and we now have three c hildren ,  
Rochelle, Jody and Robbie whom we love dearly. 

I want to talk briefly about the sacrifices a family 
m ust make when one member of that family is  i nv olved 
as a pol it ic ian .  I want to talk about this because as the 
Honourable Member for Elmwood said Monday, polit
ics has been desc ribed as the h i ghest call i n g ,  the 
noblest profession ,  yet pol it ic ians are always abused, 
never really trusted and the sac rifices they and their  
family make not very often talked about. I am sure, Mr .  
Speaker, that all of  my honourable friends here can 
identify with  that sac rifice. Eac h  of  our situations is  
d ifferent; but  for me,  I m ust say goodbye to my three 
c h il dren on S u nday n i g ht when the House is  in Ses
sion; I say goodbye, they say goodbye; yet they do not 
know why I go and do not return u ntil Friday.  We, as 
do many of you, my honourable friends have a very 
close and a very lov i n g  fam ily. Yet our c h il dren who 
are making huge sacrifices had no say in  the dec ision 
and k now not why they make them. T hey just k now, 
M r. Speaker, that daddy is  not there to tuck them i n ,  to 
h ol d  them close, to l i sten to their oh so i mportant 
p roblems, to c ry with them, to s ing with them,  to laugh 
w ith  them and to pray with them . That h u rts me deep 
inside but I know that I m ust do w hat I have to do and I 
hope that they will one day u nderstand that because 
of their sac rifices l ife will be a l i ttle better for all of the 
other R oc h elles and Jodys and Robbies in our pro
v i nce, yes, and wives and h usbands too. T hat's what 
pol itics is about, but it is not what it's tal ked about 

But why did I bec ome a pol itic ian i f  the pai n is so 
g reat? Why? Because l ike  you I have a d uty to my 
prov i nce and to my country because we only l ive once 
on earth and l i fe can be so short, as I found out when 
my brother was c ruelly and savagely c rushed and 
twisted by the power take-off of h is tractor and stack
mover on his farm wh ile his wife and c h ildren waited at 
home preparing  for Christmas for the h usband and 
father who would never come back; and, yes, because 
my call ing  came and I was needed and because I was 
insp ired to go i nto publ ic l i fe by people l ike our Hon
ou rable Premier, His Excellency Ed Schreyer, the 
Honou rable Stanley Knowles, Ed Broadbent and yes, 
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for the i nterested Members Opposite, the late R i g h t  
Honourable J o h n  Diefenbaker. B ut, m ore than that, I 
was i nspired by one event, one event more than any 
other and by one person more than any other i n  a very 
d ifferent way. The event was the provincial election of 
1 977 which saw the defeat of the Schreyer Govern
ment and the person was the Honourable Leader of 
the O pposition who is  unfortunately not here r ight 
now. 

O n  that n i g ht of the '77 elect ion,  t h i n gs changed i n  
Manitoba. T he power that was h u mane and compas
sionate in the hands of the Schreyer Govern ment 
became painful and cruel in the hands of the present 
Leader of the Opposition. 

For i nasmuch as he can lecture so d isdai nfu l ly ,  so 
condesce n d i ngly and so i nd ignantly the Members of 
the New Democratic Party here on Reaganomics and 
on h is  version of fairness and justice and free enter
prise, th is  professor is  i ncapable of comprehending 
the s imple needs of average people. He cannot com
prehend,  M r. Speaker, because he  has, I bel ieve, never 
ex perienced the s i mple needs of average people. Yet, 
he has the audacity to s ing le out backbenchers here 
and tel l  them they have made a m istake, that somehow 
they have made a h orrible m istake in representi ng  the 
New Democratic Party; that ,  in h is  words, the Schreyer 
retreads are responsible for the pol ic ies that went i nto 
the T h rone Speech .  

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, t h i s  wet-behi nd-the-ears back
bencher wants to in form the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposit ion that we a l l  contributed to the formulation 
of that Speech ,  the Honourable M e m ber for The Pas, 
the Honourable M e m ber for R upertsland,  the Hon
ourable Member for Bu rrows, the Honourable M i n is
ter of Education - al l  of us. I n  a demonstration of 

democracy that you w i l l  never g rasp, that you wi l l  
never comprehend,  Leaders of the Opposition and 

you my h onourable friends o n  the other side, we a l l  
had a part. We are part of that S peech and we are very 
p roud of these Schreyer retreads because they fi rst 
put the Honourable Leader of the O pposition on that 
side of the House. We are not naive l ittle creatures 
gone astray, led b l ind ly by some doctrine. We know 
where we are going my honourable friends and we are 
n ot afraid to stand p roud and tal l  and tell the people of 
Manitoba of our bel iefs. So m ore than anyone else the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposit ion inspired me to 
come here to be part of a responsive compassionate 
party that works and cares for all of the people of 
Manitoba and I can assure my honourable colleague 
that I wil l  be insp ired to work ever harder for the 
people of Manitoba whenever he  rises in this House 
and I wil l  be insp ired to work to ensure that he  stays on 
that side of the House w here he  w i l l  rem a i n  relatively 
harmless. Period! Paragraph! I want to make i t  very 
clear to the honourable members that even though he  
inspired me to  come here, M r. Speaker, I don't t h i n k  he  
insp ired you ,  and I am sure you are going to te l l  h i m  
that very clearly i n  the near future. 

I wish now to turn briefly to my constituency. I t  is  a 
beautiful  constituency nestled at the foot of the R i d i ng 
Mountains to the sout h ,  the Duck  M o u ntains to the 
west, stretch i n g  to Lake W i n ni pegosis and Lake Mani
toba at the north and down and inc lud ing Dau p h i n  
Lake on the east. 
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A MEMBER: Good fish ing  down there? 

MR. PLOHl\llAN: There used to be. 
It is i ron ic  that the setti ng  which g ives my consti

tuency such g reat beauty also is the source of great 
p roblems for i t  l ies d i rectly in the path of the R id ing  
and  Duck  Mou nta in  watersheds. M r. Speaker, we 
recall the Honourable M e mber for The Pas saying i n  
m oving t h e  S peech from t h e  T h rone that every M LA 
t h i n ks h is  or her constituency is the best, that the 
lakes are the  clearest and that the f ish are the biggest. 
Wel l ,  Mr .  Speaker, I n o  longer can say that about my 
constituency because I know d ifferently. Daup h i n  
Lake used to be crystal clear w i t h  the best p ickerel i n  
the province, but  i t  h a s  been largely destroyed b y  the 
carelessness of man. 

Al l  levels of government have contributed to i mprov
ing  d rainag e  in the area over the years, but in a largely 
u nplan ned way d itches were joi ned to rivers and i n  
some cases rivers were widened and deepened i n  the 
u pper reaches but not in  the lower reaches. Now i n  
periods o f  excessive runoff, heavy rains ,  a qu ick  thaw, 
the water gushes down from the mountains ,  down i nto 
the natural portions of the waterways which cann ot 
take the i ncreased flow and over the fertile farmland 
tak i n g  with i t  the r ich soi l  of the Dau p h i n  Val ley and 
depositin g  it i n  the Daup h i n  Lake forming  deltas and 
marsh areas in  the mouths of the rivers. About twelve 
streams and rivers flow i nto Lake Daup h i n ,  M r. 
Speaker, and only one, the M ossy R iver, flows out
ward drain i ng Lake Daup h i n  in to Lake W i n ni pegosis 
at the north end. That one outlet channel cannot han
d le  the water as q u ick ly as it enters the Lake and 
therefore i t  is  currently i mpossib le to accurately regu
late the level of the Lake. 

Dau p h i n  Lake is  sick r ight now. Heavily s i lted in the 
r iver outlets,  f ish can n o  longer get u p  the rivers to 
spawn and a thriving  f ish i n dustry has been lost, hope
fully temporari ly. The Lake level cannot be effectively 
regulated so consequently m ust be maintai ned at a 
lower than desirable level to accom modate sudden 
rains  or  excessive runoffs. There are serious prob
lems, Mr. S peaker, problems that m ust be addressed 
by th is  government, problems that wi l l  test the s incer
ity of our conviction to conserve our natural resources 
and our nat u ral  enviro nment.  It w i l l  test the s incerity, 
Mr. Speaker, because i t  is  going to take money to turn 
Lake Dau p h i n  around and then to begi n  to undo the 
damage that has been caused by h u man beings. 

The citizens of the Daup h i n  Constituency are con
cerned and they want action on this severe and acute 
problem. Action,  M r. Speaker, that wil l  be construc
tive and long lasti ng ,  not merely cosmetic as that 
p ropsed by the previous govern ment. They were 
proposing to raise the Lake leve l ,  as the story goes, 
against the protests of the farmers - this  is  not a story 
- and they were going to buy up all the surro u n d i n g  
farmland w hich woul d  be f looded. So much for free 
enterprise, M r. Speaker. Their  proposal woul d  not 
address the long-term problem of the Lake and would 
n ot effect a long-term solution, so while I g ive credit to 
the Opposit ion for tryin g ,  M r. Speaker, I say long-term 
solutions are needed and I am confident th is  govern
ment wi l l  f i nd  those long-term solutions. 

F i rstly, the outflow channel, the Mossy R iver, m ust 
be opened u p, excavated so that i t  can handle the 
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v ol ume of water req u i red to effectively regulate the 
Lake at a desirable level . 

Secondly, and wh ile th is  is taking  place, conserva
tion d istricts m ust be set up o n  the west of Lake Dau
p h i n  on the Duc k  M ou ntain watershed to fac ilitate 
proper management and plann ing  of the whole area, 
not m u n ic ipality by m un ic ipality as has been done, 
b ut the whole  area m ust be plan ned,  and then with 
dams and catch basi ns the waterways c a n  be con
trolled to halt the b u il d u p  of the silt i nto Lake Daup h i n  
wh ic h  comes about when t h e  water rushes u n i m
peded from the R i d i ng M ou ntains  and the D uc k  
Mountains. 

T h irdly, the excess silt m u st be d redged out of the 
river outlets so that f ish can o nce again thrive in the 
Lake and the rec reation potential of  Daup h i n  Lake can 
be restored. 

This is  a serious conservation and env ironmental 
probl e m ,  Mr .  Speaker, that bec omes more ac ute each 
passing year. If we fail to take action to c orrect i t  now 
we will fail on many more in the future. I will be ask i n g  
my government t o  take s u c h  act ion s o  that t h e  beauty 
of the Lake and the c onf idence and pride of our peo
ple in the Daup h i n  Constituency can be restored once 
again.  

Many of our other problems in the Daup h i n  Consti
tuency are being addressed by the Speec h  from the 
Throne. I nc reased educational funds for low assess
ment school d iv isions is very i m portant in my c o nsti
tuency and the announcement by the Honourable 
M i n ister of Education today i n  the House will go a long 
way to allev iating  the d isparities in  the former govern
ment's education support program, wh ic h  really left 
g ross i nequities. It is  particularly  i mportant in the 
Duc k  Mountain School Division wh ic h  has suffered 
d isadvantages for many years because of low prop
erty tax base. The c o m plete review of ed ucational 
f inance is necessary and I am pleased that it will be 
conducted t h is year. It is necessary so that a meaning
ful and equitable means of f inanc i ng education can be 
put  i n  place for the benefit of future generations. 

I am pleased as well to see the rev iew of the m u n ici
pal soc ial assistance tak i ng place this year as well. 
You k now u nder the "welfare is c h eaper than jobs" 
p h ilosophy of the prev ious government m u n ic ipal and 
soc ial assistance costs in the town of Daup h i n  have 
skyrocketed. The town has become the regional cen
tre for m u n ic ipal welfare and i t  is now seeking  special 
hel p  from the prov i nce to offset the staggering admi

n istrative and pay-out costs to the town and I am 
work ing presently  w i th  the M i n ister on this problem. 

The emphasis by my govern ment on c onstruction is  
needed fac il it ies will bri n g  g reat benefits to Daup h i n ,  
hopefully a n e w  senior c i t izens h o m e  a n d  t h e  ren ova
t ion and construct ion of the Daup h i n  General Hospi
tal delayed by the previous govern ment. I f ind it ,  Mr. 
Speaker, rather i ro n ic t hat the Honou rable Member 
for St. Norbert was j ust aski n g  about a delay of a few 
months on the Law Courts B uild i n g  when h is  govern
ment delayed the construction of the Daup h i n  Gen
eral Hospital for four years. Hopefully they will pro
ceed th is  year, M r. Speaker, in fact they m ust proceed. 

We have a h i g h  n u m ber of senior c itizens in the 
Daup h i n  area and the Critical Home Repair  Program 
expansion will br ing m uc h  needed repairs to their  
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homes and at the same t ime provide jobs for the 
unemployed. 

I am pleased as well to see that f i rst contract legisla
tion will be brought  in by my government. This hope
fully will c ome in time to assist the workers at Black
woods Beverages who have been on strike s ince 
December of  last year i n  their  efforts to gain  a f i rst 
contract. 

M r. Speaker, the i nc rease in fund ing to regional 
devel opment corporations will be partic ularly  s ign ifi
cant in my constituency. The area I represent is  c ur
rently  one of the most economically d isadvantaged i n  
the prov i nce; an  industrial base i s  sadly needed. The 
former government's pol icy of handing out  in terest
free forgivable l oans to certain businesses has not 
addressed this problem. 

One of our g reatest hopes for reg ional i ndustrial 
development l ies i n  the Parkland Reg ional Develop
ment Corporation. With its energy and enthusiasm 
coupled with adequate government support, i t  should  
be  successful i n  bring ing  industry and  permanent 
jobs to the Parkland reg ion .  Areas of my constituency 
such as W i n n i pegosis,  Meadow Portage and the 
Waterhen can benefit i m m ensely from f ish and t i m ber 
processing  industries. 

The Native people in those areas, too, are anx ious to 
be a part of th is  devel opment ,  to work to be self suffi
c ient; I am pleased to see that th is  government is 
addressi n g  the problems of our Native people. The 
natural and h u man resources are there, Mr .  S peaker; 
they need only be harnessed. 

Agriculture is  the bac k bone of my constituency. 
Farmers have suffered tremendously u nder the inac
t ion  of  the prev ious admin istration. A beef stabiliza
t ion plan was overdue even before the November elec
t ion.  Beef producers are now frantically try ing  to h ol d  
o n ,  wh ile  my government makes careful plans for a 
program that is needed to make up for the lack of 
action by the prev ious admin istration and by the Fed
eral Government on this serious problem.  

The burden on farmers i s  heavy and the people of  
the Dau p h i n  constituency are about to receive another 
staggering  blow. I f  the Federal Government has its 
way, Mr.  Speaker, they will cont inue their c rusade to 
u ndermine  the rail transportation system of Western 
Canada. A heari ng  is  sc heduled for Marc h  30 i n  Fork 
R iver in my constituency at wh ic h  t ime the Canadian 
Transport Commission will hear an  application for the 
abandonment of the rail l ine from Sitton to Fork R iver 
and Winn ipegosis. Twenty m iles of rail l i n e  that will 
h u rt the small farmers of my c onstituency c onsider
ally ,  all for the sav i n g  of a few corporate dollars. This ,  
at  the same t ime,  that  the Federal Govern ment wants 
to bow to the CPR and i nc rease the statutory Crow 
rate. 

When the resol ution comes before the House, I will 
show that the federal p roposal could  eat i nto as m uc h  
as 50 percent of g ra in  farmers' profits i n  m y  c onsti
tuency and it is a s imple matter of dollars and cents, 
my honourable friends, M r. Speaker. 

Our  small rural farmers cannot afford an i nc rease i n  
the Crow rate. I will f ight  with my colleagues t o  turn 
aside the Federal Government's attack on farmers and 
on the farmers of Manitoba, i n  particular. 

M r. Speaker, I wish to add my support to those of my 
c olleagues who bel ieve that M LAs need m ore resour-



ces to serve their  constituents i n  the professional 
manner they deserve. I have been fortunate in Dau
phin to be able to share a constituency office with my 
M P, Laverne Lewycky. S i nce the end of November I 
have worked on over 250 i nd iv idual  cases received i n  
my office b y  phone, m a i l  o r  i n  person. I have met with 
more than 75 i nd ividuals i n  my office by appointment. 
Dur ing the past three months I have spent an  average 
of th ree days a week i n  that office and need less to say 
the response has been overwhel m i ng ,  but that is  as it 
should be, M r. Speaker, that is why I was elected. Now 
that the House is  in Session,  however, I cannot spend 
the t ime required in my constituency office in Daup h i n .  

I bel ieve, M r. Speaker, that adequate resources to 
provide for the h i ri n g  of staff are necessary and justif
able and I am pleased that we w i l l  be look ing i nto th is  
matter. I ask the m e m bers of the O pposition to work 
with us on th is  i ssue in the pub l ic  i nterest, in the 
i nterest of serving our constituents wel l .  

M r. Speaker, we, i n  the Dau p h i n  constituency need 
access to government service; we need increas ing  
adu l t  educational opportun ities; we need increased 
decentralization of our government services i n  our 
com m u nit ies ;  we need the k ind of h u man and h u mane 
services our people deserve. 

Our  recreation and tourism potential m ust be deve
loped and I can assure my honourable fr iends here 
and the people of my constituency,  M r. Speaker, that I 
wi l l  work for a l l  of these pr inc iples and programs d u r
ing  my term i n  office. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said at the outset, i t  has been an 
honour and a privi lege to address th is  H ouse th is  
afternoon. I look forward to work i n g  with each of you,  
my h onourable fr iends, to make our  province a better 
place for our  ch i ldren.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m ber for Robl in
R ussell .  

MR. McKENZIE: Thank you, M r. Speaker, I am i ndeed 
p leased to stand in my p lace once again and renew the 
acquai ntance, friendsh ip  of th is  House, th is  beautiful  
Chamber and wade i nto the debates of the s u bject 
matter that is  before us th is  day w h ic h ,  of course, is 
the Speech from the T h rone. 

Mr .  Speaker, I rise very q u ick ly to support the 
amendment that is  proposed by my Leader. I hope 
that I can expla in my reasons for support ing this 
motion before I s it  down.  

M r. Speaker, before I do  enter my Address I m ust 
br ing g reet ings to Her Honour from the people of 
Robl i n  constituency, she and her aides who carried 
out their  d uties and respons ib i l it ies so sk i l fu l ly  and so 
ably and with all the decor that's k n own to that h i g h  
office, especial ly her bei ng  the f i rst lady Lieutenant
G overnor i n  our  p rovi nce, I feel real proud that I 
happen to be a member of the House when that h i s
tory, change or bench mark, or change i n  h istory took 
place. 

A lways, M r. Speaker, I am i m pressed again by the 
2 1 -g u n  salute that we get on ope n i n g  day. T here's not 
many veterans left, I g uess, in this Chamber. One is 
the Member for St.  Boniface, the Honourable M e m ber 
for Concord ia, Fort Rouge, M i nnedosa, Virden, there's 
about six or seven of us left. There was at one t ime 
qu i te a n um ber of Second World War veterans, i n  fact 
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some F irst World War veterans sat when I fi rst came 
i nto this Cham ber. I noticed, M r. Speaker, that the 
n u m ber of ladies that were i n  that Honour Guard that 
day, which I th ink  was a f i rst for me to see that n um ber, 
and there was q uite a su bstantial n u m ber of ladies i n  
the Honour G uard when Her Honour was inspect ing  
the g uard. I a lso  noticed i n  the band as  we l l  that there 
were two or three of the fairer sex blowing  horns. That 
made me feel good because I ' m  an old t ime m usician; 
I 've blown horns half  my l ife and I always felt that 
some of the m i l itary bands could use a lot more ladies. 
When we used to play in bands, very very rarely that a 
g i rl would play i n  the band;  but the music I t h i n k  is  
much better now that the ladies are tak i ng part and 
parcel of  i t .  

Mr .  Speaker, I would l ike to congratu late al l  the 
members who are in th is  Chamber that have come 
back here and now are tak i n g  their places as we pro
ceed through the proceedings of th is F i rst Session of 
this part icular Legislature. I am i n deed pleased aga in  
to see so many of the fairer sex adorn ing these Chairs. 
Wh i le  over the years that I have sat here, we've had a 
lady Speaker; we've had a lady become one of the F i rst 
M i n isters of the Crown and a lot of fi rsts in that f ield.  I 
am very comfortable here to be with al l  the beauty and 
charm that ,  you,  of  the fai rer sex br ing to th is  roo m .  I 
look forward to working  with you and look forward to 
your contribut ion in the Debate. I t h i n k  many t i mes 
over the years that the male side of the issue, the stale 
t h i n g  that's been going on in the British parl iamentary 
system in this Chamber for many many years deserves 
the words and the wisdom of only a woman can pro
vide. I 'm sure M a nitoba is  going to be better; Canada 
is going to be better for the experience. 

M r. S peaker, I note some of the new m e m bers read
i n g  their  speeches in th is  Chamber and you' l l  learn 
maybe after - of course, i t  wil l  depend o n  how the 
Speaker rules - but I recal l  when I f i rst came i n  here 
and I t h i n k  I was sittin g  u p  in one of those seats u p  
there. I worked, i t  was a Trans-Canada P ipe . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: I f  the honourable mem ber reflect ing  
u po n  the speeches of  other members, he  shou ld  be  
aware that is  not accord i n g  to our ru les and I would 
hope that he  does not do that in the future. 

MR. McKENZIE: I 'm sorry, I d idn ' t  hear you, Mr .  
S peaker, I ' l l  put o n  the hearing  a id .  

MR. SPEAKER:  I f  the honourable m e m ber has h is  ear 
p iece in  p lace now, I bel ieve I heard the honou rable 
mem ber referring  to other members of the Chamber i n  
the man ner i n  which they had made their  maiden 
speeches i n  th is House. I ' m  sure that the honourable 
m e m ber is aware that is  not accordi n g  to our rules. I 
hope that he does not repeat such remarks. 

MR. McKENZIE: Well ,  M r. Speaker, if in any way I 
i mpeded u pon any of the members, I withdraw and I 
apologize to M r. Speaker. A l l  I was try ing to refer to is  
i n  the Debates somet imes, as we sit i n  th is  place, 
precedence w i l l  lead us to bel ieve that in many cases 
we can conduct our Debate in a more mean ingfu l  
manner by just speaking  off the top of  our head. The 
i ncident I was going to refer to was my f i rst speech 
and I worked l i ke a beaver at i t ,  got it all p ri nted out 



Wednesday, 3 March, 1 982 

and sat over there and read i t  i n to the record. I t h i n k  
the subject was the P i pel i ne Debate and after the 
speec h  was over, I remem ber gett ing  a note from the 
former Premier, Mr.  D .L .  Camp bel l  - sitt ing down at 
the end there - the Member for Selkirk,  M r. H i l l house. 
Anyway, the messages said, "McKenzie you made a 
fantastic c ontribution to the develop ment of th is prov
i nce but u nfortunately we never u nderstand one word 
you said." So, about six weeks or a m onth later, I 
f inal ly got my courage screwed up and rose i n  my 
place again to speak on another day and this t ime I 
had the subject rehearsed and was able to speak with
out notes. T hese same two g entlemen and a couple of 
others on this occasion - a note c a me ac ross, 
" Mc kenzie,  thank you k i ndly ,  we understood th is  
one." I often th ink  of that ,  M r. Speaker, when I rise in  
my place and whi le  I ' m  not  a g reat orator or debater, I 
l i ke to f ind that there are t imes when I can rise i n  my 
p lace and speak without the he lp of a written speec h .  
O f  course, everybody is  ent it led to h i s  o w n  opi n ion.  

M r. Speaker, I was k i n d  of a larmed the other day 
when I picked up the Monday, Marc h  1 st issue of the 
W i n n i peg S u n .  T here is a picture of a couple of  o ld 
centurions, my long-time fr iends and c onstituents in  
R usse l l ,  a M r. and M rs. Lewis. They celebrated their  
1 OOth and 1 01 st b irthdays last  year and they're t ied 
i nto an artic le here about d iscr im inat ion about old 
people. I ,  for the l ife of me,  can 't u nderstand why the 
newspaper in  i ts  wisdom would t ie th is  lovable old 
couple who are as madly in love today as they were 
some 70 years or more after they were married than 
they were the f i rst day they were married, but there 
they are in this article with The S u n. I t  d i d  d isturb me 
somewhat because I k now of n o  d isc ri m ination in any 
way, shape or form that's ever been i mposed u po n  
those people o r  that they have ever i m posed u p o n  
anybody. 

M r. Speaker, there are a lot of the M LA's I haven't 
had the honour and privi lege to meet yet. I look for
ward to sharing your acquaintance. Maybe some of 
you have never had the privi lege of visit ing the Robl in
R ussel l  c onstituency wh ic h  I a lways cal l  God's coun
try. I t's one of the n icer parts of the province, rural 
M a nitoba, because I have the Duc k  M ou ntains  on the 
north s ide of i t  and Shel l  mouth Dam; lots of  water; and 
then the R i d i ng Mounta in  Provincial Park .  Two-th irds 
of the R id ing  Mountai n Provinc ial Park skirts the 
southern part of the c onstituency; it's an  in terest ing  
area, good f ish i n g  g rounds. I f  any of the m e m bers or 
their  fami l ies are ever i n  the area, I hope they woul d  be 
k i nd enough to start about B inscarth, or S hoal Lake, 
or Rossburn and ask where I l ive and most people w i l l  
gu ide you accord ing ly. 

M r. Speaker, the Throne Speec h ,  f i rst, in my send
i n g  notice to my c onstituents as to what this T hrone 
Speec h  said and what it d i d n't say, I am at rather 
m ixed fee l ings as to the way it was put together and 
some of the thrust of the Thro ne Speech. I heard the 
Honourable Member for Dauph i n ,  who preceeded me 
a few m i n utes ago, tel l i n g  a l l  the mem bers of  their  
cauc us took part i n  the preparation of the T hrone 
Speec h .  That's been the tradition on our side for many 
years. I have had the honour and the privi lege of pre
pari ng  a T hrone Speec h  for a long t ime when we sat 
on govern ment side, so it's noth ing new. 

B ut the q uestions that are being  raised to me, M r. 
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S peaker, by my c onstituents today and,  of course, the 
Honourable F i rst M i n ister during the election cam
paig n ,  never spelled out how we are going to pay for 
all these services that he has laid through the med i u m  
o f  th is Throne S peec h  a n d  where t h e  m oney h a s  come 
from. No doubt, the Budget wi l l  come down i n  due 
course, M r. Speaker, and l ikely g ive us some ins ight  as 
to what is  going to take place as far as the f inances are 
concerned but a lot of people are aski n g  now what's 
going to happen or where are we going to raise the 
fun ds for all these various p rograms. I suspect, M r. 
Speaker, if the F i rst M i n ister when he responds to th is  
message on c losi ng  the debate on Tuesday, can pro
vide me with enough answers to the q uestions that I 
am going to raise today, he might  even get my sup
port, but I am not sure as I stand here yet unt i l  he  
speaks, u n less he  wi l l  te l l  us i f  they are go ing  to  
i ncrease the sales tax i n  th is province. Is  that going to 
be part and parcel  of the programs that we can 
ex pect? Are we going to return to the h ig hest i ncome 
tax rates of any province i n  Canada? I s  that part and 
parcel? Are there going to be massive new capital 
taxes i mposed upon the people of th is province? I 
would l ike to know that and I am sure every c itizen i n  
th is province would l ike t o  k now. Are we going t o  go 
back to the m ineral acreage taxes that we were so 
fam i l iar  with when they were in g overnment before? 
Are we going to have the succession d uties levied o n  
t h e  people o f  t h i s  province once again? Are we going 
to have the g ift taxes levied again on the tax payers of  
th is  province? Those are a few of the q uestions, M r. 
Speaker, that I hope the F i rst M i n ister wi l l  answer 
when he  rises in h i s  plac e  on, I bel ieve, it's Tuesday 
n i g ht .  

The options, M r. Speaker, are rather i nteresting. B ut 
I t h i n k  the province has l istened to them very sk i l l fu l ly; 
they have elected them as government; the govern
ment is in place and I t h i n k  we deserve some answers 
to those q uestions. M r. Speaker, I can only refer to an 
editorial from the Rossburn Review wh ic h  c rossed my 
desk this week o n  th is  same s u bject matter, and i t  is  
in terest ing  what th is  man has to say about the condi
tions i n  our province today and Canada, and ask i n g  
basical ly the same q uestions that I am asking  earlier 
o n  this Throne Speech. This learned editor says, M r. 
Speaker, "The economic events presently occu rr ing 
in Canada i n  a worse n i n g  situation are certain ly a 
flashback to pages from the past. An earl ier genera
tion l ived through d ifficu l t  t imes 50 years ago and 
people a lso were losing their  homes i n  the c ities, fore
c l osures were a common event and keeping the farm 
operat ing became a serious struggle.  Of course in the 
th i rties there were few jobs, l ittle money was avai lable 
but the costs of the goods were very l i tt le. Today's 
prices are sky h ig h  and surg i n g  on towards the moon;  
over a m i l l ion unemployed and farming is once again 
caught i n  the squeeze. Every paper and pol itical party 
k nows who to blame the problem on ,  as long as it's 
someone else. Our  suggestion is  that we m ust pass a 
message on to government at a l l  levels from hard
pressed tax payers right across this country: 'Please 
remove your hand from our pockets. Let us spend that 
dol lar fi rst on consumer goods and the services and 
mac h inery we requ ire for our farming operations. '  

"Government wi l l  sti l l  get their  hands o n  that dol lar 
but let it be spent f i rst on th ings that are needed and 



get the economy back on the track.  Then,  and maybe 
then o nly,  will we find people gett ing  back to work i n  
o u r  country without i t  being accomplished t h e  way 
government bureaucracy knows best to accompl ish  
i t .  The i r  answer is make-work projects whether the  
goods and serv ices are needed or not ,  or of any real 
val ue. Yes,  we m ust remi n d  you, the government way, 
of course, is only paid one way by another d i p  in to 
your pockets through tax money. Certainly, the ideas 
make m ore sense than people argu ing  over which 
party has the pol it ical answers. I t  makes l i ttle d iffer
ence wh ich pol i t ical sent iment we believe i n .  None of 
the pol itical parties really merit a pass ing g rade when 
the f inal examinations are written.  They would have 
been ad m i rably d ressed for a social ball back in the 
bygone era." 

T hat is  the readi n g  the editorial of the R ossburn 
Review i nto the record and it certainly is a privilege 
and an  honour for anybody in this House to read 
pol icy or read from articles i nto the record, no prob
lem with that at all . 

Mr .  S peaker, I wonder if the F i rst M in ister i n  h is 
wisdom,  could h opefully g ive us some ideas as to 
what is go ing to happen as far as that gentleman is 
concerned who wrote that editorial. I wonder, M r. 
S peaker, what our  agricultural people are say ing  after 
they have heard of th is B udget, or the small business, 
or the homeowners, M r. Speaker. 

One of the f i rst q uest ions that was raised to me on 
the weekend to ask the F i rst M i n i ster and his govern
ment: what are they going to do about the hydro rate? 
Are you going to take the freeze off the hydro rates? I 
k now, M r. Speaker, the F i rst M i n ister went around th is  
province stum p i n g  the election and he  sa id some 
nasty t h i n gs about the hydro freeze, and I should read 
a couple  of them if  I could .  I t's from the New Demo
cratic Party Caucus Paper No .  1 2 , where it says and is  
signed by Howard Pawley, Leader. He says here,  "The 
Conservative G overnment has wasted m ill ions of tax 
dollars o n  a needless Manitoba Hydro-rate freeze." 
That is  the F i rst M i n ister who said that. The Conserva
tive Government has wasted m ill ions of tax dollars on 
a needless Manitoba Hydro rate-freeze. He goes on 
further down i n  the article and he says, "The Tory 
freeze on Hydro construction has h u rt the Manitoba 
econ omy, time has shown that the phony" - now 
l i sten to this - "the phony hydro-rate freeze is need
lessly h u rt ing Manitoba taxpayers." - statement of 
the F i rst M i n ister. Now I am sure o n  Tuesday n i g ht 
when he rises i n  h is  place, he will expla in  to the people 
of the province what he meant, and if,  in fact, they are 
going to take the freeze off Hydro. I hope that the F i rst 
M i n ister will d ispatch my words to them and make 
sure that he  i ncludes that in his reply,  M r. Speaker. 

Another probl e m ,  M r. Speaker, that I would l ike to 
address to the F i rst M i n ister and to h i s  caucus and that 
is ,  my constituency has been blessed with one of the 
new, thriv ing i n d ustries in the prov ince. CSP Foods 
Crusher Plant is  al most completed west of R ussell at 
Harrowby and we are i ndeed most pleased to have 
that development, and the spi n-off effects are al ready 
i n  place. But ,  Mr .  Speaker, there are some concerns 
bei ng  raised by the crush i n g  i n dustry, not only in th is  
p rovin ce,  but all across Canada, I th ink  that deserve 
the attent ion of the House and shoul d  be broug ht i nto 
th is  debate. T h i s  is  an  article that came out of the 
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February 1 0th issue of The Russell Ban ner, and it 
says, "Western crushing  al most through," s igned by 
some chap by the name of S myth . Mr. S peaker, 
apparently the rapeseed-crush ing  industry is faci ng  
real problems i n  Western Canada, while  at  the same 
time it says here, "A rapeseed granola crush ing plant 
has been recently bu il t  i n  Windsor, O ntario, and 
another 600 ton ne-a-day crushing  plant has been 
annou nced at Hamilton recently." And the crus h i n g  
i n dustry goes on a n d  says here, M r. Speaker, "That 
was the gloomy word that came from general man
ager J o h n  S myth of U nited Oilseeds L i mited. He said, 
"Crow is coming home to roost and if i t  isn't changed 
the western crush ing  i n d ustry is through .  In fact," he  
said ,  "there can  be no meaningful economic devel
opment in Western Canada agriculture u ntil Crow is  
reformed ."  Mr. Speaker, th is  learned gentleman went 
on. He said, "Western rapeseed crushers have been 
betrayed. T hey have b u il t  their  plants in Western Can
ada, and the encouragement of the Provin cial Govern
ment, but mostly because of the Federal Transport 
M i n ister at the 1 970 Western Economic O pportunity 
Conference, that they would end this descrim i nation 
against process ing  in the west and put processed oil 
and raw seed o n  an  equal transportation basis with the 
east." 

Ottawa hasn't reacted. I am wondering  i f  the F i rst 
M i n ister and h is  government and this M i n ister of Agri
culture, are going to react to this problem because it 
goes on here in the article and th is gentleman says, 
" Because of C row, crushers in Europe, Japan,  Korea 
and Brazil can i mport Canada's rapeseed; they can 
crush it and then they can undersell Western Cana
dian crushers in world markets with Western Cana
da's oil and meal. 

So, M r. Speaker, I hope that the F i rst M i n i ster will 
address that subject matter when he responds or, if 
not, that th is M i n ister of Agriculture will reply to i t  at 
the earl iest date and see i f  we can't h el p  save the oil 
crushing i n dustry at Harrowby and at Altona in th is  
province, a very viable industry and one that  deserves 
the full attention of th is government.  

M r. S peaker, also in sort ing through the election 
material that the New Democratic Party kept puttin g  
a t  my door when t h e  election was, I f inally got t i m e  to 
read some of i t  here just in the last few days and there 
were some very i nterest ing  promises made in t h is 
document if one was to read through it.  They say here, 
"with ManOil and Hydro we can develop programs to 
g uarantee," l i sten to this ,  "guarantee that n o  Manito
bans lose their  homes." Now, when is that go ing to 
start tak i ng place, "that no Manitobans lose their  
h omes, or farms?" I t  adds farms, due to h igh interest 
rates; that no farms and no homes are going to be lost. 
Now when, and that's a promise.  I t  says down at the 
bottom ,  "that we can g uarantee," and I hope the peo
ple in th is  provi nce take a look at th is  document.  The 
F i rst M i n ister's picture is  there and it's s igned and 
guaranteed. 

So, M r. Speaker, I would ask h i m ,  what should  the 
farm com m u n ity be do ing ,  the n u m ber of people that 
are hav ing problems today econo m ically? Does the 
M i nister th ink that the program that's al ready been 
announced is  going to handle  all these problems? D i d  
y o u  read t h e  n um ber o f  bankruptcies that's proposed 
in today's newspaper? Can you imagine that you can 
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handle  all those t h i n gs; it says there they are g uaran
teed that they will be handled and they'll be dealt with.  

So, Mr .  Speaker, I would h ope that they would g ive 
some mean ingful answers in the reply,  espec ially 
from the First M i n ister when he responds on Tuesday 
n ight  to that subject. 

M r. S peaker. the M i n ister of Agriculture is here and 
the M i n ister of Co-operative Development - yes, he's 
still here. I wonder can I raise the problems of the 
Manc o  I n d ustry at Rossbu rn and Pilot Mount, the 
c heese plants. I k now the Member for Ste. Rose is 
q u i te famil iar with c heese plants; he had the Glenella 
Creamery for some two or three years on a broc h u re 
t hat it was closed and we got blamed for it. That 
broc h u re covered this province that the Glenella 
Creamery was closed and the Honourable Mem ber for 
Ste. R ose spelt that wisdom around t h is province. 
F inally, M r. Speaker, w hen we did g et a c hance to f ind 
out  what  happened, apparently they closed the c ream
ery up a couple of days to repaint  i t  or put in new 
furniture. B ut anyway he  is  an ex pert on c reameries 
and I 'm q u ite famil iar with how c reameries close in h is  
constituency. 

I have the u nfortunate ex perience to have Rossburn 
Creamery sitt ing idle today with all that stock of 
c h eese there and to the best of my knowledge the 
M i n ister of Co-operative Devel op ment hasn't been 
out there yet, n or have I heard of the M i n ister of Agri
c ulture visit i n g  that plant and I wonder maybe i f  they 
had been at Pilot Mound.  But, Mr. Speaker, there are 
about 25 workers that are laid off at the plant in Ross
burn alone and I ' m  surprised that the M i n ister of Co
operative Development espec ially hasn't been out 
there yet. 

I am told they are haul i n g  the m il k  from that area 
n ow to Saskatchewan wh ic h  is  m ost u nfortunate, that 
they are haul i n g  the m il k  from Manitoba i nto Sas
katc hewan. I wonder if the F i rst M i n ister can g ive us 
some answers on that when he  repl ies and what are 
they going to do with that plant at Rossburn and the 
one at Pilot Mound wh ic h  are now closed, have that 
vast stoc k of c heese in place. When you read the 
pledges and the promises that they made at election 
t ime,  I 'm lem.  In the meantime those 25 people are out 
of e they m ust have a sol ution for that probwork and I 
am told th is  morn ing that u nless that matter is cleared 
up by the end of t h is month,  at the latest, those 
markets will be lost to Rossburn and Pilot Mound for 
all t ime. T hose c h eese plants will not get those 
markets bac k .  

S o ,  I would h ope, M r. Speaker, that the F i rst M i n is
ter of th is  province, when he rises i n  h is  place on 
Tuesday, will tell the people of Rossburn and tell the 
people of Pilot Mound what th is  govern ment or these 
two M i n isters have in m i n d ,  or how they're going to 
resolve th is  problem,  or when they're going to resolve 
it, if at all? I k now that the honourable member, the 
M i n ister of M u n ic i pal Affairs and Co-operative Devel
opment is certainly fam il iar  with the problem because 
he went through the Glenella one, so he  knows how 
d ifficult the problems that can leave in a c o m m u n ity. 

M r. Speaker, I wonder about the beef i n dustry? I can 
recall last year the speec hes that were made by the 
Honou rable Member for Ste. Rose. The M i n ister of 
Agriculture down here, the M i n i ster of H ighways, and 
I was leaf ing through some of those speec hes the 
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other day about how they're going to look after the 
beef i n d ustry i n  th is province and,  M r. Speaker, 
they're govern ment now. But I l istened very keenly to 
what the M i n ister of Ag riculture has put in the record 
al ready; he  says he's study ing  it. They weren't study
ing it when they were in Opposition, M r. Speaker, they 
had all the answers, they had all the sol utions and they 
told us exactly how it  shoul d  be done. I wonder why 
they're not doing it today; I wonder why they're not 
doing it today. 

I t's i nterest ing ,  M r. Speaker, it says here cattlemen 
today are frustrated by the lac k  of act ion on t h is new 
government, wait ing for an announcement. O n  wh ic h  
base to base production dec isions this spr ing has still 
not come from the new government. Producers are 
l os ing money daily and are beg i n n i n g  to be pressured 
by their  banks and not a word; the matter is  bei ng  
studied. "The u rgency of  the situation is illustrated by 
the closi ng  of feed l ots, the i nc reas ing  n u m ber of cow 
herd d ispersals and the c oncern of pac kers over the 
stability of the i nd ustry," an  assoc iation news release 
said today. The article goes on and says, " action by 
the Prov i nc ial Government is  necessary, hopefully i t  
will not come too late," the organization concluded. 

M r. Speaker, that's a fair q uestion, why can't we 
apply the band-aid sol utions, at least try, that they 
offered last year when they were i n  Opposition? I s  
there any reason why the M i n ister o f  Agriculture can 't 
come out i n  the open and say either he c a n  solve the 
problem or he'll apply those measures and those sug
gestions that h i m  and the Honourable Mem ber for Ste. 
Rose offered to the i n dustry last year? 

Mr. Speaker, it's scary, it's scary because that's not 
what they said when the election campaign was on; 
that's n ot what they told the beef producers at all; 
that's not w hat t he First M i n ister has g ot i n  th is docu
ment. He said there would be i m m ed iate act ion taken 
by this government to deal with these matters. 

So, again ,  there's another one that I hope the F i rst 
M i n ister w ill lay on the Table of the House next Tues
day n i g h t  when he rises i n  h is  place to close the beef 
debate on this subject matter. 

Mr. S peaker, another i nterest ing  proposal that was 
laid on my desk th is  week, and t hat is the matter of an  
ethylene plant some place i n  the province. I haven't 
had any c hance to d iscuss the feasibility of i t  but 
apparently i t  is  feasible to put wood c hips and barley 
as a base and produce ethylene alcohol. The reason it 
came to me is  because I g uess we have a goodly share 
of the wood c h i ps of the province in Robl i n-Russell 
Constituency and because that constituency has 
been k nown for many many years to g row the best 
malt ing barley of any jurisdict ion in the worl d .  T hey 
f inally quit  the malt ing barley c ontest because that 
area took the trophy every year. 

I would just ask the M i n ister of Agriculture if in h is  
wisdom he could take that and c h ec k  it out  and see if i t  
is feasible for some place because there's l ots of  bar
ley in the province and we have no problems with the 
wood eh i ps. I bel ieve somebody told me the other day 
that the Government of Saskatc h ewan is  considering 
a plant i n  Canora, I believe it is, so if i t 's feas ible  there I 
don't see why it isn't feasible i n  Manitoba. 

M r. Speaker, those are about all the th ings that I 
had.  I would l i ke to have carried on further today and 
dealt with some matters rel ated to education; to the 
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health delivery system in our  province. I would l i ke to 
q uestion the M i n ister of Health on the development of 
Rossburn  there; the new hospital is j ust about c om
pleted, and when we can expect the announcement of 
that.  T here are many q uestions raised about the need 
for personal care home beds in some of the larger 
centres of Robl i n-Russell Constituency wh ic h  I can 
raise at  a later date. 

The M i n ister of Education,  I thank her k i n dly for 
r is ing in her place today and g iv ing us  some i ns ight  as 
to educational f inanc i n g  that we can be ex pecti ng  
because I have had several calls f rom sch ool boards 
wonderi ng  j ust where they are at and when we c ould 
expect an announcement,  so I thank the M i n ister 
today for putti ng  that i nto the record. 

So, with those few remarks, Mr .  Speaker, I 'll take my 
place but I 'll be look ing  very keenly on Tuesday n ight  
to what the F i rst M i n ister of  th is  province says in  
response to my q uestions and i f  he  g ives me the 
answers that I expect that he should g ive me and that 
will satisfy the people, he m i g ht get me to support h is 
Motion, but  i n  the meantime I ' m  support ing  the 
M otion of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition 
u ntil I hear the F i rst M i n ister's Address. 

I thank you and I wish you well , M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fl i n  
Flon.  

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Thank you, M r. 
Speaker. 

I m ust say, M r. S peaker, although I ' m  on this side of 
the House, I 've n oticed a tendency for my cha i r  to tilt 
to the left. I don't k now what that means but I 've 
noticed it. 

I rise in my place for the f i rst t ime, M r. S peaker, to 
offer my com ments to the Assembly. It is  i ndeed an 
honour  and I m ust, as precedent d ictates. congratu
late you. It is  a pleasure to congratulate on your elec
tion to the Chai r. I k now that you will serve us well . The 
task before you is  an  onerous one and a c ruc ial one to 
t h is Assem bly  and I k now that the breadth of your 
experience and your wisdom will serve to enl ig hten 
and g u ide us  when we stray from the p resc ri bed 
c o u rse. I k now that we all thank  you for you r  d uties as 
Speaker of this House. 

I would also l ike to congratulate, needless to say, 
the Honourable F i rst M i n ister on behalf of myself and 
the people of the Fl i n  Flon Constituency. We as n or
therners have the utmost faith i n  the ability of you and 
your M i n isters to lead th is  province i n  such a way as to 
be of benefit to all M a nitobans. and if I may speak on 
behalf of all northerners. we antic ipate a g reat revital i
zat ion of the n orthern c o m m u n ities by way of oppor
tunities and soc ial services. 

I m ust also praise and congratulate the members on 
both sides of the House for their  elect ion or their  
re-elect ion as the case may be. I conc u r  with the 
statements made by the Honourable Member for 
V i rden the other day when he commented on the 
serious nature of the job that we have all u ndertaken 
and it is  certainly a commitment, as the Member from 
Dauph in  has said ,  that has ramifications for our family 
and our friends and it is a commitment that we m ust. I 
th ink ,  take seriously.  

I also would l i ke to say at th is  t ime that l i ke the 
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M e m ber from Dauph in .  I in some ways have to thank 
the Honou rable Leader of  the Opposition for bec om
i n g  involved i n  th is. I m u st say that the f i rst t ime I met 
the then Premier of  the province, h is  fi rst c om ment to 
me, without any word of i ntroduction, was "Don't  you 
know that soc ial ism is  dead?" Well , some five or six 
m onths later we find out that that is  not true at all. I 
guess perhaps that, without gloat ing ,  makes victory 
that m uc h  sweeter. 

Anyway, particularly for new members, and I i nclude 
both s ides of the House, i t  is an honour  and a b u rden 
to serve i n  th is C hamber and I k now that none of us  
take it l ightly, and none of  us  shoul d .  

F o r  my part it is  an  honour t o  serve t h e  Constituency 
of Fl i n  Flon .  partly because the former Member  for 
Fl i n  Flon who served in th is  House from 1 969 to 1 98 1 ,  
a period of 1 2  years, served with dedicat ion and i nteg
rity. M r. Tom Barrow, and I k now that many of you 
k new and respected h i m ,  served as I said from 1 969 to 
1 98 1  and that is  a long t ime when you c onsider that 
u nl i ke members from the centre of W i n n i peg who 
travel to th is  Assembly day by day, when you l ive in a 
const ituency suc h as Fl i n  Flon which is 500 m iles and 
m ore away from the Assembly, i t 's  a sac rifice. 

The former Member from Fl i n  Flon was a northerner 
both by personality and by residence. He was an  affa
ble, good natured and warm-hearted man and yet he  
was bold and act ion-oriented. I f  Mr .  Barrow was any
t h i n g, he was tenacious when he  represented his peo
ple and I only h ope that I can follow in his footsteps i n  
that regard. 

Mr. Barrow c ontin ues to l ive in the c o m m un ity of 
C ranberry Portage wh ic h  is  30 or 35 m iles outside of 
Fl i n  Flon .  He c h ose to remain l ivi ng  in his consti
tuency and it was a consc ious dec ision for him as it is  
a consc i o us dec ision for the Member from The Pas or 
the Member from T u rtle M ou ntain or wherever, and 
we make those dec isions k nowing  that it is a sac rif ice.  

I k now also that it will sadden you to k n ow that Tom 
has been suffer ing some ill health and that's extremely  
u n fort u n ate because I don't t h i n k  anyone deserved 
his retirement more than the former Member from Fl i n  
Flo n ,  Mr .  Tom Barrow. I know you will all join m e  w hen 
I wish h i m  good health and enjoyment i n  the months 
and years to come. 

The riding whic h  Mr .  Barrow represented and wh ic h  
I now represent i s  the th i rd largest i n  the province. 
When I ' m  serving my constituency it's more than a 
20- m i n ute wal k .  I n  fact ,  from Fl i n  Flon to one of the 
c o m m u n ities in my constituency is  a d istance of 300 
m iles; the c o m m u n ity of N elson House is  about 60 
m iles o utside of T ho m pson. In fact ,  I have to travel 
t h rough Thompson to get there. It 's an onerous task; 
it's a task that M r. Barrow d id ,  as I said for 1 2  years, 
and wh ic h  he did with style.  The centre of the c onsti
tuency for me.  probably  because I l ive there, of 
c o u rse. is  the City of Fl i n  Flon .  Fl i n  Flo n ,  for those of 
you who aren't aware. is  a c o m m u n ity of about 1 0 ,000 
people and it was fi rst establ ished in 1927 by the Hud
son's  Bay M i n i ng and S melt ing Company. The C ity of 
Fl i n  Flon ,  we c onsider it - those who l ive there - an 
u rban center. I t  shares many problems i n  common 
wi th  other u rban centers across Manitoba and i t  has 
certa in  problems in common with other  c o m m u n ities 
in northern Canada. For example,  M r. Speaker. as 
some of the mem bers will know, the older sections of 



F l in  F lon.  the u ptown area we cal l  it ,  is l iteral ly 
perched atop of bedrock. I t  was bui l t  there partly 
because the people wanted to be close to their  work 
and out of necessity the homes that are perched on 
those rocks are con nected by sewer and waterboxes 
that run on top of the g round,  r ight on top of the 
bedrock,  and the sewer and waterboxes are encased 
in these boxes and they run together. I t  creates a lot of 
problems, and the City of F l i n  Flon at this moment -
and I know they spoke to the previous government 
about the need for the u pg rading of this system that's 
been in place for 30 years and is  i n  d ire need of some 
u pgrading  and development 

One can only marvel real ly at the ingenuity and 
determinat ion of the ear ly residents of  F l in  Flon. One 
cannot hel p but be amazed at  the persistence that 
they m ust have needed to c reate a town and a com
m u n ity and a home for their fami l ies in a place that 
m ust have seemed at least i n it ia l ly to be a very inhos
pitable place. Yes, M r. Speaker, the citizens of F l in  
F lon can  and should be proud of the i r  heritage and 
determination for  the ir  efforts have created a viable 
and a stable comm u n ity with much to commend it 

Now, havi ng  said that about Fl in Flan and,  of 
course, I 'm b iased, I also m ust say that I have travel led 
rather widely t h roughout the provi nce and actually 
l i ved in southwestern Manitoba and share a farm 
background with many of the members on both sides 
of th is House, a heritage which ,  of course, I ' m  proud 
of .  As a matter of fact, my parents sti l l  l ive i n  the 
Member for T u rt le Mountain's constituency and I have 
a g reat deal of concern and in terest i n  those consti
tuencies and I ' l l  be watch ing  with i nterest how the 
Honourable Member  for T u rtle Mounta in  represents 
those people who are sti l l  very dear to my heart -
( I nterjection) - Good Tories! We a l l  have o u r  down
fal ls,  we all have our downfalls. Mr. Speaker, -
( I  nterject ion)- that's right as the Honourable Member 
for Concordia said ,  " It's not a perfect world b ut we're 
worki n g  on it" 

M r. Speaker, F l i n  Flan has looked forward to work
i n g  with the new govern ment to create an  even better 
p lace for their  fami l ies and for their  fami lies' fami l ies 
to l ive. 

I t h i n k  the people of F l in  Flan remember only too 
clearly, and remembered on November 1 7th  only too 
clearly, the fact that in 1 977, 1 976-1 977, F l i n  Flan had 
been promised a provincial  bu i ld ing .  U nfortunately, 
we never got a provi ncial bu i ld ing .  I n  fact, several 
days after the election the provincial bu i ld ing  s ign was 
taken down and not only was our provi ncial bu i ld ing  
i n  serious jeopard y - i n  fact i t  no longer existed - our 
personal  care home which had a lso been scheduled 
for completion in the next year was delayed for several 
years. However, a l l  th ings can be forgiven in t ime and 
the people of F l in  Flan r ight now are looking forward, 
as I said, to worki n g  with the new gover n ment, to 
worki n g  with myself and my col leagues in a spir it  of 
co-operation and a spiri t  and a fee l ing  that I ' m  sure 
that they have that th is  government wi l l  l isten to their  
concerns and wi l l  react to their  i nterests. 

Now, as a m i n ing  town, Mr .  Speaker, we are vitally 
concerned with the future of m i n i n g  in the provi nce 
and at the same t ime we're worried about our own 
futures in centres l i ke S now Lake and F l i n  F lan .  We're 
worried in l i g ht of the recent problems that the m i ni n g  
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i ndustry has experienced in Canada and certa in ly i n  
Man itoba a n d  we're worried that o u r  futures need to 
be secure. As a m i n i n g  town aga in ,  one whose major 
focus in the comm u n ity is  Hudson's Bay M i n i n g  and 
S melt ing Com pany, which is  also a major pol luter, 
we're concerned about the need for economic secur
ity and the security of our future with our pressing  
need for  environmental protection and for  our  need to 
protect the health of our fami l ies from the effects of 
a ir, ground and water pol lut ion.  

As a northern centre again ,  Mr .  Speaker, transporta
t ion and transportation costs are a major factor i n  the 
i n creasing  d isparity we see between the cost of l iv ing 
i n  southern Manitoba and the cost of l iv ing in  North
ern Manitoba. Mr .  Speaker, just as Fl in Flon as an  
u rban center has  p roblems i n  common wi th  other 
centers, particularly northern ones, the rest of the 
r iding has s imi larities with other rural and northern 
constituencies. 

With in its electoral boundaries there are two I nd ian 
reserves; one at Nelson House and the other  at Puka
tawagan.  Now these centers are - as I mentioned 
Nelson House is  300 m i les away; Pukatawagan is  
somewhat closer, i t 's  only 75 m i les but there is  n o  
road. So w h e n  y o u  serve a constituency a n d  w h e n  you 
serve a comm u n ity like that you have two c hoices; 
either you c harter your own plane or you take a t hree
day trai n tr ip - not a three-day train tr ip ,  the tra in  tr ip  
there is  relatively brief but you have to wait  the three 
days for it to come back. So, those are addit ional 
problems in serving such a constituency. 

Anyway, I met with the C hiefs of these Bands dur ing 
the election and both of  them,  Chief Rodney Spence 
from Nelson House and Ch ief Mathias Colom b from 
Pukatawagan, have extremely h i g h  expectat ions that 
their  needs and their opin ions and their  concerns wi l l  
be  dealt wi th  fairly and openly wi th  th is  government. I t  
would not be an  exaggeration to say either ,  Mr .  
Speaker, that the unemployment on these reserves 
reaches 90 percent and m ore. Nor  would i t  be inaccu
rate to say that they feel that they have been neglected 
and i gnored over the past four years. They are des
perately want ing to be consulted and l istened to on 
matters that affect their daily l ives. 

The Constituency of F l i n  F lon also has four com
m u n ities with i n  its boundaries who fal l  u n der  the 
j u risdict ion of Northern Affairs; the Metis com m u n ity 
at Nelson House, the com m u n ity of Wabowden, Herb 
Lake Lan d i n g  and Sherridon. Now these com m u nit ies 
range in size from 700 or 800 at Wabowden down to 1 1  
people, I t h i n k  i t  is, at Herb Lake Land ing ,  b ut they're 
com m u nit ies nevertheless and they're i mportant. 
They're i mportant to me and I woul d  hope and I know 
that they wi l l  be i mportant to th is government. 

I visited these com m u nit ies in the last month, M r. 
Speaker, and I can tel l  you that they look forward to 
this government's support for their  communities. 
T hey look to this government to provide assistance to 
them so that they can provide their residents with 
recreational faci l ities. They need and they want im
proved health and educational opportun it ies and job 
opport u nities. I can also say that i n  my meetings  with 
them I noticed that there is a new sense of hope in 
these com m u nit ies ,  the hope that rather than being 
ignored,  or  even worse, insu lted with offers of welfare, 
that they can work with and for the ir  own people i n  
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their own comm u n ities; that they can work with 
government to he lp them bring u p  their  standards of 
l iv ing to g ive hope to the young people and the young 
fami l ies who wish to keep the un ique l ifestyles of their  
own comm u n ities. M r. Speaker, where there is  hope, 
there is happiness. Where there is  no hope, t here is 
only despair. 

I n  travel l i ng  throughout my constituency I have 
sensed the growing spi rit of hope amongst the people 
there. Partly, I su ppose because someone was there 
l iste n i n g  to them, b ut also, Mr. Speaker, because they 
have fai th  i n  the Honoura ble F i rst M i n ister and h i s  
government; they have faith that t h i s  govern ment i s  
committed t o  social  j ustice. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been outl i n i n g  some of the u n i
q ue problems wh ich  face my constituents. The past 
four years i ndeed have been fretfu l  ones for many 
n ortherners,  but as I have said there is  a new hope in 
the n orth .  Why is  that,  M r. Speaker? Because the 
present government set out very clearly d ur ing the 
election some forthright  and honest pol icies to help 
northerners in their  f ight  to i mprove the d isparities 
which exist between them and the ir  ne ighbours to the 
south.  T hey are looki n g  for i mprovements i n  terms of 
educational and health opportun ities, i n  terms of 
access to housing ,  i n  terms of social and health benef
its, in terms of access to cultural events, and I could go 
on and on ,  M r. Speaker. 

The T hrone Speech, M r. Speaker, contrary to what 
some members opposite feel can only add to that 
spirit of confidence in the new government. Because 
this new government has clearly shown, u n l ike some 
other governments, we do in fact i ntend to keep our 
election promises, these people do i n deed have rea
son to be hopeful .  

T h e  Honoura ble Leader o f  the Opposition may 
decry the fact that the T h rone S peech s i mply out l ines 
that we i ntend to fulf i l !  all election promises, promises 
we made. The Honourable Leader of the O pposition 
should remember that it was those promises, that 
g l i mmer of hope if you wil l ,  which turned the electo
rate back to this govern ment and away from the 
dogma, if I my use the word, of the do-not h ing Con
servative Government of the past four years. 

I n  fact, M r. Speaker, i f  I m i g h t  d i g ress for a moment,  
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is the 
Leader of the Opposit ion because he  believes that the 
govern ment's main  task ,  i ts  main  d uty, is  to sit o n  its 
hands. The results of the last election clearly show 
that the people of Manitoba do not want a government 
that w i l l  sit on thei r hands. The Conservative laissez
faire govern m n et contrasts d ist inctly with our own 
policy of making govern ment work for people. 

Mr.  S peaker, i f  I may use an analogy, the province is  
l i ke an  automobi le,  albeit  a moderately priced one at 
the present t ime. The present government i ntends to 
keep its hands f irmly on the wheel and to steer a 
cou rse through the economic and social s ide streets 
of th is provi nce. We wi l l  be keeping our senses about 
us; we will be l isten ing to cues along the byways to 
make sure that we arrive at our desti nation and our 
future in good shape. The former government,  on the 
other hand, preferred to d rive with no hands on the 
wheel,  the " look ma, no hands" approach .  They tried 
for four years to d rive with no hands and what was the 
resu lt, Mr .  S peaker, the Conservative Government 
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careened i nto a brick wall on Novem ber 1 7th ;  that was 
the result. 

Now, M r. Speaker, you may ask what is  in the 
T hrone Speech to st ir  northern hope? T here are many 
th i ngs. This government has indicated i n  its Speech 
from the T hrone that it i ntends to create a Department 
of Crown I nvestments to review and co-ord inate the 
i nvestments of  various govern ment departments and 
agencies. The govern ment's i nvestment i n  Trout Lake 
Copper M i ne in the F l i n  Flon area is  a good example of 
the k i nds of i nvestments which can contribute to the 
wealth of this province and which should be reviewed 
by this k i nd of government agency to ensure that such 
i nvestments and the terms of those i nvestments are 
i ndeed i n  the best in terest of the people of th is  
province. 

I bel ieve, Mr. S peaker, that over the next several 
years that the province's i nvestments in the Trout 
Lake Copper M ine wil l mean an additional $30 m i l l ion ,  
Mr .  Speaker, of  benefit for the Province of Manitoba. 
That is  considerably more, Mr. S peaker, than the 
amount of  taxes that H B M &S has paid over the same 
period of years, I wou l d  hesitate to g uess. Our  
government's i ntention to examine the cyclical nature 
of the m i n i n g  i nd ustry and to suggest ways of modify
i n g  the effects of such cycle is  a meaningfu l  u ndertak
i n g  if you happen to l ive in a m i n i n g  com m u n ity. 

Th is  govern ment is  proposing to i ntroduce rent  
controls to prevent land lords from capital iz ing on low 
vacancy rates. M r. Speaker, i n  F l i n  F lon the vacancy 
rate is  and has been zero for the last several years. It is 
a lmost i m possible to f ind adequate housing,  rental or 
otherwise, and th is  is  an  i mportant measure for the 
people i n  F l in  Flon.  

T h e  govern ment also i nten d s  to revital ize a n d  
expand the Critical H o m e  Repair Program t o  he lp 
upgrade housing in  such places as F l in  F lon where 
housing is such a problem.  There is hope also, M r. 
Speaker, for the youn g  men and women i n  areas such 
as S now Lake and Fl in  F lon who desire to take advan
tage of the increased apprentices h i p  train i ng pro
grams promised in the T h rone Speech .  There is hope 
as w e l l  for t h e  Met is  and N at ive people i n  m y  
constituency. 

The T hrone Speech and i ndeed our party at its last 
Convention has clearly i n dicated that many of the 
Native peoples concerns wi l l  be addressed in th is 
Session of the Legislature. Our  government has sug
gested the establ ishment of the Native Land Cla ims 
Comm ission to u ndertake to deal with this issue 
promptly and fairly. T here wil l be new tra in ing  i nitia
tives for N ative people and the expansion of student 
a id  for Metis and Native students. These are mea n i n g
fu l  and worthwhi le  endeavours. T hey do g ive hope to 
Native people that the future can and w i l l  be better. 

M r. S peaker, th is government has made a commit
ment in the T hrone S peech to work q uickly towards 
exa m i n i n g  the many environmental issues which face 
us. This g ives the average person the hope that their  
health and the health of their  ch i ldren  wi l l  not be 
sacrificed because i ntroducin g  solutions to such 
problems would be too costly. The work i n g  people, 
many of whom work in the m i nes, m i l l s  and smelters i n  
Northern Man itoba w i l l  b e  g laddened t o  see th is  
government's i ntention to increase workers' participa
tion in workplace safety and health com mittees and to 
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see. f inal ly the appointment of a chief occupational 
medical officer. 

M ost of you here do not come from m i n i n g  com
m u n ities nor have you ever worked in m i n ing opera
tions, so you can not know how i m portant it is to these 
workers to feel that someone cares about their  envi
ronment  and their working  conditions. I t  is extremely 
i mportant. 

Mr. S peaker, i f  I may speak s incerely, Canadians are 
a people of compromise and co-operat ion ,  and if I 
may move away from my speech for a m in ute I would 
l ike to comment on an additional issue, o ne which is  
a lso mentioned i n  the Throne Speech. I t  is  not s imply 
a parochia l  concern, it is somethi n g  that concerns us 
a l l  as Manitobans; it concerns us al l  as Canadians, and 
that is on the issue of the federal-provincial relations 
or the i dea or concept of co-operative federal ism. M r. 
Speaker, Canadians are a people, as I said,  of com
promise and co-operation. Most Canadians, and I 
have heard many Manitobans say q u ite proudly that 
they are Canadians f i rst and Manitobans second ,  f ind 
a combative and antagonistic postur ing of the pre
vious government offensive and reprehensible .  

I bel ieve the people of  Man itoba w i l l  be proud of our  
stand.  T hey w i l l  accept our voice i n  federal-provincial  
affairs as the voice of reason and the voice of the 
people. We have always solve our  in ternal d i fferences 
with d ialogue and mediation and few people could 
tolerate the self-rig hteous and i nf lexible position 
taken by the former government. 

M r. S peaker. i f  we are to rem a i n  a u nited country 
and a strong country, then federal-provincia l  d iffer
ences m ust be solved by d ialogue and d iscussion and 
the pr inc iples of fairness, the pr incip le of fairness 
which is  a Canadian tradit ion.  

I wi l l  conclude only by sayi n g  that as a m e m ber of 
th is  government I am extremely proud of the energy 
and the scope of the T hrone Speech and I k now that i t  
g ives a ray of hope to many Manitobans. 

Thank you, M r. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, Harry M. Harapiak (The 
Pas): The Honourable Mem ber for Emerson.  

MR. DRIEDGER: Thank you, M r. Deputy Speaker, I 
appreciate the opportunity to be able to participate i n  
the Debate here today. 

I ' d  l ike to make one reference to the previous 
speaker and endorse h is  comments about Tom Bar
row. I t h i n k  all members of the House previously have 
fou nd Tom Barrow to be a man of his word and man of 
strong pr inciples. 

M r. Deputy Speaker. I hope that you would convey 
my congratulations to the Speaker when he  comes 
back and I would j ust l ike to say that I am very pleased 
to have M r. Speaker act ing in that role. I n  my aff i l iation 
with h i m  in the last years I have fou n d  h i m  to be a very 
fa i r  m a n  and I t h i n k  he w i l l  conti nue  to do that. I would 
j ust l ike to i n dicate to him that knowing the members 
on th is  side of the House that we w i l l  not be the p rob
lem that he  w i l l  be encou ntering ,  it' l l  probably be from 
the government side. 

I 'd also l i k e  to welcome a l l  the new m e mbers to the 
Legislature here. I have enjoyed some of the speeches, 
some of them are pretty testy, and I t h i n k  it's going to 
make for good debate. 
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I ' d  also l ike to possibly g ive a word of encourage
ment to the backbenchers on govern ment's side. I t's 
going to be i nteresti ng .  I 've had that experience for 
fou r  years. 

I'd also l ike to com p l i ment the new govern ment on 
their  elect ion.  I personal ly can't really agree with what 
has happened. but then that is the c hoice of the peo
ple and we have to l ive with that. 

I'd l i ke to also compl i ment the M over and the 
Seconder. Qu i te a bit of  reference has been made to 
the Seconder on h is  touchi n g  on the m orality issue 
and I t h i n k  i t ' l l  probably be referred to agai n from t ime 
to t ime and if he  wants to be the pol iceman for  moral
ity on the govern ment side, he's going to be busier 
than the Premier wi l l  possib ly be. 

I would l ike to sort of caut ion the members opposite 
or the government of the day not to be too conceited. 
The d ifference in the election was 3 percent and my 
fee l ing  would be that you've lost that a l ready and from 
here you're going downh i l l  and that's a very close 
marg in .  

I 'd  l ike to preface some of my remarks by  mak ing  
reference to  my r id ing ,  w i th  is  the E merson rid i n g  
w h i c h  is  a rural r id ing .  I t  starts off bordering the 
floodway on the W i n n i peg side, so I 'm a neigh bor to 
the city mem bers here. It goes all the way down to the 
American border and a l l  the way down to the Ontario 
border. It covers a big geograph ical area and it's basi
cal ly agricu lture and we have 40 small comm u n ities 
and the b iggest one probably has a popu lation of 
about 1 ,500, so it makes i t  a chal lenge to cover th is  
area. 

When I looked a the T h rone Speech ,  being a rural 
i nd iv idual , I cannot be l ike the Mem ber for Robl i n  who 
i n dicated that he  could poss ib ly, i f  the F i rst M in ister 
wou l d  clarify some points, be tempted to support it. I 
have absolute no confidence i n  the Throne Speech at 
a l l .  

When I read through the T hrone Speech I th ink it's 
sort of a m otherhood type of t h i n g  and I t h i n k  the 
people of M a nitoba are going to be deceived. T hey 
will be deceived by what they are readi n g  i nto the 
Throne Speech .  

What have w e  got i n  t h e  T h rone Speech that basi
cally affects the rural areas? The one t h i n g  that was a 
big issue prior to the election was the I nterest Assis
tance Program for farmers, smal l  business people and 
h omeowners. I personally, in  my area, I th ink we have 
with in a week,  I suppose after the announcement of 
the I nterest Assistance Program for farmers, all k i nds 
of applications flowed i nto the ag rep offices and in  
checking with the ag reps - ( I nterjection)- names 
have been submitted, let's put it that way. What has 
happened though is ,  I made some statement to one of 
my ag reps, I said, you know, with the criteria that is  
submitted here possibly one out of 25 would maybe 
qual i fy in my area. Then I read that 1 2  out of 1 ,000 
have q ual ified so far. 

Many of t he farmers are i n  d ire straits and t hey real ly 
are, but with the restrictions on these programs very 
very few of them w i l l  q ual ify, but they anticipated with 
th is government with their  announcements some k i nd 
of a rel ief. I don't want to cal l  it the b ig  l ie ,  no ;  I want to 
cal l  it deception. 

My apologies,  M r. Speaker, I 'm g lad to see you i n  
the Chai r. 
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I also have in my com m un ities, 40 small com m un i
ties, there was a certai n  amount of elation; f inal ly 
there's going to be a program for the smal l  business
man,  some i nterest rel ief. I've checked with some 
ban k i n g  and borrowing  i nstitutions and I have yet to 
f ind  one who w i l l  q ual i fy under th is. I don't k now what 
the statistics are but we w i l l  be ask i n g  on th is  side as 
th is  program progresses, how many people q ual ify, 
who they are and where they're from? Because that's 
going to be in terest ing .  That's go ing to be very in ter
est ing.  It's j ust s ince yesterday that I had to change my 
prediction ,  one i n  25 of the farmers would q ual ify. 

The other th ing  that I read in the Throne Speech is 
my government wi l l  pursue the economic revital iza
t ion of rural Man itoba comm u n ities. I was elated. You 
wi l l  be asked for funds for the Main  Street Manitoba 
Program which w i l l  i nvolve towns,  v i l lages and local 
businesses and fresh development. 

Wel l ,  I ' m  wait ing  with antici pation the amount of 
money that w i l l  be p u m ped i nto this because I have so 
many smal l  commun ities that are j ust hang i n g  on by 
the thread and with this new prog ram,  the smal l  com
m u n ities, the busi ness people there are anticipati ng  
th is  government of  the  day wi l l  pu l l  them out of the 
d i re straits that they are in now, and if you don't,  i f  the 
govern ment fai ls to do that, we w i l l  be there to have 
reckoni n g  with you. 

M ost of my com ments basically should refer to the 
agricultural com m u n ity and I 'm sure, M r. Speaker, 
that you w i l l  relate some of th is  in format ion to the 
M i n i ster of Agricultu re when the time comes. 

Where are we at in southeast with agricu l ture? As 
you real ize possibly we have the rich Red R iver Val ley 
comi n g  along the Red R iver and then we go past the 
escarpment i nto more marg i nal lands, which has been 
sitt ing  t here for many years more or less u ndeveloped. 
D u ri n g  the p revious admin istration we cal led i t  the 
last agricultu ral  frontier and we started developing 
programs that were suited for develop ing  of the area. 
When you consider that between 50 and 80 percent of 
the land in some of these areas does not belong to 
private ownersh i p  but belongs to the LG D's and to the 
Crown ,  then maybe you can, you know, appreciate 
why I asked the q uestions of our M i n ister of M un ic ipal 
Affairs. 

We had developed a program of sale of the LGD 
vested lands,  which was movi ng  along wel l ;  we had 
also developed a program for the sale of agricultural
leased Crown lands, which was moving  along wel l ;  
and t h e n  i n  conj u n ct ion w i t h  that w e  h a d  developed 
what we called the Tree Land Program ,  which I u n der
stand after review that it's going to be expanded to the 
I nterlake and it's a good program ,  I want to compli
ment you i f  you want to expand that,  because d u ri n g  
that t i m e  i n  conjunction with t h e  sale o f  Crown lands, 
LGD vested lands and the Tree Land Program, we, i n  
m y  area, developed over 1 6,000 acres that got i nto 
production and we j ust scratched the surface. 

A MEMBER: How much? 

MR. DRIEDGER: Over 1 6,000. Wel l ,  it's n ot that  much 
i n  some of  the areas, but  i n  my areas i t  accou nts for  a 
real bu i ldup  because we have a l i mited tax base out 
there and we need this kind of activity. 

N ow what has happened though;  three weeks after 
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the elect ion I u n derstand that the Crown Lands 
Review Com mission was suspended or f i red and the 
program stopped, supposed ly for review. You know, 
with the comment that the M i n ister of M u n icipal  
Affairs made, that he is s u pport ing  and cont i n u i n g  
with t h e  program o f  sel l i n g  LGD vested Crown lands,  
I 'm wondering  how they d ifferentiate between the two 
now. The M i n ister h i mself was confused because he 
thought it was referring to Crown lands and there is  a 
big d ifference i n  the terms of how it's being  handled. 
One is  handled by the counci ls and one is handled by 
the government.  For awhi le there was some concern 
expressed that even the Tree Land Program would be 
stopped, but I u nderstand though that it is not bein g  
stopped a n d  i t  w i l l  contin ue.  

Now what has happened has happened to the role 
of MACC, Manitoba Agricultural Credit Corporation? 
When we took office in 1 977 we revam ped the pro
g ram;  we al lowed farmers to borrow u nder the pro
g ram to buy farmlands to expand their  farm opera
tions. We stopped the State Farm Program at that t ime 
- that  was part of  the platform why we got  elected i n  
1 977 i n  the rural  areas was because w e  opposed the 
state farm approach. What do we hear n ow? We hear 
that Manitoba Agricu ltural  Credit Corporation's prior
ities have changed agai n ,  they w i l l  not borrow for the 
p urchase of land and by i nd ication - I m issed that 
question period yesterday - but I u nderstand that the 
present M inister of Agricultu re is  again debat ing 
whether to go i nto the state farm.  Wel l ,  I ' l l  tel l  you 
someth ing ,  that 3 percent looks awfu l ly  smal l ,  you 
k now, between 47 and 44 o n  the popular vote and 
certain ly i n  the  country. 

I have concerns about our M i n ister of Agriculture.  
D u ring  the campaig n and r ight after, our  F i rst Premier 
and the M i n ister of Agricu lture i n d icated a Beef Stabi l
ization Progra m  - the beef i n dustry is  in a q u a nd ry .  
We a l l  agree, and  that was go ing to be a priority. What 
do I read - with anticipation that people have been 
phoni n g ,  I have a big beef area, they say "When is that 
program coming out?" I waited t i l l  the Throne Speech 
came out and I read, "My m i n i sters bel ieve that the 
m ost p rudent approach to the p roblems of the beef 
i ndustry is  to develop a meaningfu l  stabi l ization pro
g ram on a national basis." - ( I n terject ion)- Man,  for 
four years we cleaned up the Beef Stabi l ization Pro
gram that you g uys had in place. That's what we d id ;  
we c leaned u p  that  mess that you had in  place and for 
the benefit of the M i n ister of N atural Resources, our  
M i n ister had a com mittee i n  place to establ ish a pro
g ram for the present t ime and here he is  - thank you 
very k i nd ly - and the present M i n ister of Agriculture 
f i red them a l l  and has been sitt ing  on h is  hands s ince 
that ti me. 

I had the opport u n ity yesterday to visit with 250-
some-odd farmers in the southeast. They were deal
ing with special cash crops because the beef i ndustry 
is  go ing down the pot, and they asked me, "When is 
this M i n ister going to do someth ing  about it?" I d id n't 
have the g uts, really B i l ly ,  I d id n't have the g uts to tell 
h i m  what was in here, you k now. You would have 
thought after the Beef I ncome Assurance Program 
that was i n itiated by them, prior to 1 977, the mess that 
our M i n ister cleaned up after he got in, that you would 
stay away from tyi ng  i n  the farmers over a per iod of 
t ime and Mr.  M in ister of Agriculture you wi l l  fal l  i nto 
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the same trap agai n .  I n  fact, I don't t h i n k  you've 
learned a th ing .  

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
O rder please. Does the Honourable Member for 
Springfield have a Point of Order? 

The Honourable Member for Spr ingfield.  

MR. ANDY ANSTETT (Springfield): I was going to 
ask the member, Mr. Speaker, i f  he would permit a 
q uestion? 

MR. DRIEDGER: M r. Speaker, I 'm  usual ly not g iven 
to long speeches and stuff l i ke that, but I can assure 
h i m  at the end if I have time I ' l l  try and accomodate 
h i m .  

N o w  that I have my favourite M in ister o f  Agriculture 
i n  h is  seat I want to cont inue with h i m  a l ittle bit. Here 
is a M in ister who is  going to br ing the farmers out of 
the ir  d i re straits. He h imself l ives u nder the u m brel la 
and protection of supply management as do about ten 
d i fferent ag ricultural commodities in Manitoba. We 
have a very capable Hog Stabi l ization Program i n  
place. N o w  what i s  t h e  M in ister o f  Agriculture a t  the 
present t ime stat ing about the Beef I ncome Program, 
about the beef farmers period? Why is  he  not p romot
ing  supply management? Why is  he not taki n g  a posi
t ion? The Federal M i n ister, M r. Whelan has i nd icated 
that i f  the p rovi nces want it he wi l l  i nstitute supply 
management nat ional ly .  You say in here that you wi l l  
promote that but I haven't heard a word from h i m .  I 
k now why and he knows why because they're wait ing 
for  h im out  there to make some k i nd of a com m it ment. 
Actually, i n  a l l  fairness, I w i l l  expect that after four 
years of Conservative Government  - we now have 
the N O P  in again - that we are exactly where we were 
prior to 1 977; with agricultural programs we're exactly 
where we were pr ior to 1 977.  It won't take you six 
months to get back i nto al l  those th ings agai n .  

Concerns that have been expressed t o  me b y  the 
people in  my area and dur ing  the campaig n  with these 
promises, with Pawley runn ing  around,  you know all 
the good th ings that they're going to do - somebody 
asked one of the N OP supporters "Whose going to pay 
for all th is?" Th is  guy wasn't stuck at a l l ,  he says "The 
rich farmers will pay." I am runn ing  around looking for 
r ich farmers in my area. I f  that is  a concept that you 
people have with all those g iveaway programs you're 
working  on ,  t h i n k  again,  t h i n k  again .  

Seriously, M r. M in ister of  Agriculture,  I would l ike to 
suggest to you that we possibly jointly start looking at 
t h i n gs a l ittle d ifferently for agricultural com m u n ities. 
T h i ngs are tou g h ;  operat ing  costs are h i g h ;  many of 
the people are over-capitalized and what we have i n  
North America is  a cheap food policy. When you con
sider that we're payin g  1 8  cents of the dol lar approxi
mately in Canada for food out of the earned dol lar. 
compare that with the European countries where they 
are pay ing  up to 60 cents, we have to revise our  posi
t ion ,  our attitude towards food in th is  country so that 
food is the m a i n  priority. When you consider that 
agricul ture is  our m a i n  i nd u stry in Manitoba, we 
should be leaders i n  promot ing  a d ifferent attitude 
towards food . What bothers me, M r. Speaker, is the 
fact that we have people say ing  we should not have 
supply management; it's a bad t h i n g .  You know, i t  is 
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terrible really when you have to control the produc
tion of farmers because i f  we could turn our farmers 
loose, i f  they could see some profit in it ,  we could feed 
half of the world in Canada. We are holding back our  
farmers and they wi l l  not produce if they can not make 
money. What does our  M i n ister of  Agricu lture do? He 
is sitting u nder th is u mbrella and he is  not tak ing  that 
position ,  you should be push ing for it ,  push i ng for 
d ifferent pol icies and attitudes towards food produc
tion. Anyway, I could -( I nterject ion)- pardon me 
-( I nterjection)- wel l ,  we hear noth ing from you. I n  
fact, people can't even get to see you properly. 

Now, I want to cont inue  on a few other t h i ngs -
( I n terjection)- okay, now I want to go on to another 
area, I want to review the health services i n  my area, in 
the southeast. We have a hospital in the  Town of 
Emerson. We have a very capable, serv ing hospital i n  
St. P ierre, which i s  someti mes stretched t o  the l i m it, 
because we have recreational faci l it ies in St.  Malo 
where we have thousands of people on a weekend and 
we have very capable faci l ities i n  St. P ierre. However, 
when we look to the extreme southeast we are r u n n i ng 
i nto great d ifficulty. We have a hospital system i n  V ita 
with one doctor, very old bu i ld i ngs,  very l i mited faci l i 
ties, serv ing approximately 5 ,000 to 6,000 people, 
supposedly.  You have one doctor for approxi mately 
600 people in the u rban areas here; we spend m i l l ions 
of dol lars for hospital fac i l i t ies here and i t  should be 
that way. I don't argue with that ,  but at the present 
t ime we have one doctor with poor faci l it ies serving 
the whole southeast. At the present t ime most of  the 
people i n  my constituency out there go for medical 
services across the l ine and as long as we have th is  
great h oneymoon with our  F i rst M i n ister and the 
Prime M i n ister of Canada, M r. Trudeau, I suppose that 
the borders wi l l  always be open to us. What happens 
though i f  that h oneymoon ever comes to an  end and 
we get to be on an u nfr iendly basis with the A meri
cans? How do we supply health services for the sou
theast? I would want the M i n ister of Health to address 
this problem; it is  d ramatic enough.  

Now, the other  th ing  that  I found most in terest ing is  
that dur ing  the nominations, when we were al l  gear ing 
u p  for  an  elect ion ,  the present F i rst M i n ister was 
atte n d i ng a nomi nation in my area and he made some 
i nterest ing observations there. He made some obser
vations that Pawley criticized the Conservatives for 
freezing  the construction of personal care homes, 
spending money on constant TV advertis ing ,  et cetera, 
et cetera. An N O P  government would resume the con
struction of care homes, Pawley said .  -( l nterjection)
Hang on a second, I want to get th is straight  here. 
O kay, for the record, and I checked with the previous 
M i n ister of Health, 1 ,240 personal care home beds 
were committed wh i le  we were in govern ment; 27 new 
personal care homes were constructed or authorized; 
577 were replacement ones and 663 new beds were 
establ ished.  Th is  is  what I talk about deceit, t h is m a n  
gets u p  there a n d  he says w e  froze construction of 
personal  care homes, and we had more constructed 
than ever before. How can we have faith in a man l ike 
that ,  that  is  leading the government opposite? Th is  is  
where the Member for B urrows is  going to have h is  
hands fu l l  w i th  morality, believe me.  

I f  the government is going to be t rue  to their  word, i f  
they want to consider construction of n u rs ing homes 
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and personal care homes, I m ight  suggest that they 
review very closely the appl ication from St. Malo and 
St. Pierre because in my area we have a real split of the 
ethn i c  people. We have four basic ethn i c  groups there 
and I t h i n k  most of you realize, especial ly in com mu n i
t ies l ike that. If you would take some U k rai n i a n  or 
Mennonite-speaking or French-speaking i nd ividual 
and move him out of h is  comm u n ity where he has h is 
friends and home, stick h i m  i nto a d ifferent n ursin g  
home where he cannot u nderstand the language i n  
most cases, where h e  feels al ienated, I would suggest 
that the M i n ister of Health look very c losely at estab
l i sh ing  based on the in format ion that has been said 
by the F i rst M in ister - construction of n ursin g  homes 
certai n ly could be used i n  my area there. 

I would l i ke to touch j ust briefly on the resource 
aspect. We have the M i n i ster sitt ing  there, he j ust got 
his backside I t h i n k  whomped a l ittle bit  yesterday on 
the Garrison th ing  b ut, you k now, with a l l  fairness I 
t h i n k  that his co ncerns and our concerns are very 
much the same and g e n u i ne i n  terms of we don't want 
Garrison .  I t h i n k  the p revious ad m i nistration was 
work i n g  towards that end of it and I t h i n k  the present 
admin istration is  as well. I have no arg u ment with that. 
I also want to compl i ment them when try ing  to work 
with the federal people to try and avert it as much as 
possib le; the one th ing I don't agree with is  the estab
l ishment. What are you going to accompl ish by spend
ing  $ 1 50,000 to set up a lobby shop i n  Wash ington? 
A nybody that has ever been affil iated with Washing
ton k nows that it's throwing  money away. You have no 
opt ion but to work through the Federal Government  
because I don't t h i n k  they wi l l  even l isten to you as a 
province because of the agreements, the way they 
stand.  However, I want to encourage you - ( I nter
ject ion)- whichever way you can do it and I w i l l  be the 
f i rst to - ( I nterjection) - Has the gentleman in the 
front seat spoken already? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. The 
Member for E merson may contin ue. 

MR. DRIEDGER: I j ust want to say to the M i n ister of 
Resources that I w i l l  be the f i rst to apologize and 
compl i ment you i f  you can accompl ish  what has been 
set out to do. I n  conjunction with Garrison, I also want 
to draw to your attention the fact that the Roseau R iver 
project which was capably stopped by the then M i n is
ter, the Mem ber for Turt le M o u ntai n .  I want to caution 
you to keep an eye o n  this situation developing out 
there. I understan d  there is  activity start ing  agai n ;  I 
w i l l  be very careful to watch it and I hope you do the 
same th ing .  

To the M i n ister of  the Environ ment, I want  to sug
gest that i f  you have any concerns at al l ,  as you have 
for four years raised the q uest ion here with us in the 
House about the enviro n ment and a l l  these kind of 
th ings,  I want to j ust bri ng  to your attent ion the fact 
about the hazardous waste d isposal site i n  the Kitson 
County across the l ine .  I don't know whether you have 
been worki n g  on it or not - ( I nterject ion)- you are 
wel l aware of it ,  but that wi l l  not suffice to our people 
who are writi n g  and saying ,  what are we do ing about 
it? I am aware of many th ings,  I am aware of many 
shortcom i ngs on the other side too. What are we 
going to do about it? We wil l  be watch i n g  you very 
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careful ly and I w i l l  be send ing  you correspondence. 
-( I nterjection)- Wel l .  we will wait and see. 

A MEMBER: You won't be help ing me? You wi l l  be 
help ing  me on that one? 

MR. DRIEDGER: I missed that, Sir .  

A MEMBER: I said, you' l l  be help ing  us on that one? 

MR. DRIEDGER: Oh yes, oh yes. very much so. very 
very m uch so. I n  fact, we have g roups formed there 
right now that are going to be on top of it. 

Actual ly,  M r. S peaker. I 'm carry ing  on longer than I 
normally do and I ' m  j ust getti ng  warmed up .  

I a lso want to encourage development of  recrea
t ional  fac i l it ies and tourism in my area. We have some 
beautiful country in the southeast. The M i n ister of 
Resou rces developed the Cat H i l l s  Forestry out there, 
that has a story by itself, but aside from that we have 
faci l ities, we have the land there close to the city, great 
forest lands; we coul d  develop the snow toboggani ng ,  
t h e  sk i ing ,  m a n y  o f  these things o u t  there. 

We also have the M oose Lake area and we have 
made i m p rovements on that; we have made i mprove
ments at the B irch Poi nt,  and I would encourage the 
M in ister of Parks that he possi bly consider looking at 
long-range plans on the M oose Lake area there. 

What has happened for years, and i t  took us a l itt le 
w h i le to change it,  is  that a l l  the action went to the 
Falcon Lake area and my l ittle corner there,  which is  
r ight close to the A mericans, was totally overlooked 
all the t ime and we have a tremendous amount of 
fish ing  going on i n  that area. - ( I nterject ion)- And 
they b i te ,  yes. I t h i n k  we should gear  towards try ing  to 
promote that k i n d  of tourism i n  such a way that we get 
maxim u m  dol lars out of the area. We agree on that. 
rig ht? 

I n  fact. I would even suggest that we should possi
bly review our rates for out-of-province fish i n g  peo
ple. I have no problem with that at all because they 
come to reap our benefits here; i n  fact what happens 
out there.  and I have a lot of friends and they are my 
ne ighbors on that side, but t hey come and f ish  on the 
Canadian side with two permits, the Canadian and the 
A merican one and where the d iv id ing  l ine is, and  these 
are th ings that I w i l l  want to caution you and I want to 
work together with you on that. okay. 

Now I want to get serious for a few m i nutes here, Mr .  
Speaker. Being a very fa i r  and open m inded i n d iv idual ,  
soft spoken even ,  I 've been bothered to some degree 
about this business of social ism. We have the two 
party system here. we have Social ists and Conserva
tives; so I said basically what is our d ifference? You 
k now. we've had d ifferences in debat ing  to some 
degree. but I did a l ittle bit  of reading ,  you k now, 
actual ly what is  the meaning  of Social ism and Con
servatism .  I nterest ing ly enough,  when I read the 
ideology and ph i losophy of some of these th ings I 
found that, hey, it wasn't that bad. 

But, then I check in h istory and wherever Social ism 
has been establ ished it has n ot worked the way the 
ideology says i n  the book. I t  has not worked out that 
way and I k now mem bers opposite, they like to sort of 
laugh when we talk about these th ings - I said I was 
gett ing  serious. Where do you stop at social ism? I t  
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never stops. I t  keeps on creeping  and creeping and 
f inal ly you have destroyed capital ism, free enterprise, 
and then you have Com mu n ism.  

Ah!  Ah!  Ain 't that someth ing !  Wel l ,  j ust a m i nute, j ust 
a m i n ute. It bothered me a l ittle bit ,  because when we 
consider what has happened in some of the European 
cou ntries where social ism kept runn ing  ram pant, and 
before you k now it  you have Com m u n ism creeping in ,  
and we have a lot of - let's be ser ious - people that 
are moving i nto Canada, as many as can, from some of 
these countries where they've had extreme Social i sm,  
borderin g  on Comm u n ism.  They l iqu idate what they 
can, they come here. They want to be here. Why? 
Why? And I have talked to many people that have 
bought land in my area, Europeans, and you k now 
what they say? What a country! What a country! What 
freedom! What beautiful opportunities here! Because 
where they come from - Father Mal inowski agrees, 
yes. 

I t's to the point in some of those cou ntries where 
they get told the color of paint to use on their  house, 
they are so regimented u nder th is system. T hen all of a 
sudden I f inal ly ,  after assessing  the whole situat ion,  
rea l ized that I could never be in love with Socia l ism or 
people with the i deology of Cocial ism. Not necessar
i ly  - hey, I don't want to cut out some of the people 
out of th is ,  I 'm saying the pol itical end of it. 

Why am I so sensitive about this th i ng? I ' l l  tel l you 
why. I 've had the opportunity to do some of the cen
tennial  presentations, centenn ia l  farm presentations, 
i n  the last couple of weeks. I t h i n k  it's a very commen
dable project, and you get to talk to these people who 
have been o n  one piece of property for 1 00 years. 
They tell you h ow when they came here all they 
wanted to do was work and make a l iv ing .  Please leave 
us a lone. Government leave us alone. As long as they 
could make a l iv ing ,  raise their  fami l ies, they were 
happy. 

What has happened? What has happened? Even the 
M e m ber for E l mwood, every once in a wh i le  when he 
gets emotional he  wants to get tied in with the people 
from the country.  He came up the other day and he 
said,  " I  used to l ive out there at Overstonevi l le ,  you 
know." He doesn't even know where it is  anymore. 

The people that came to th is  country asked very 
l ittle and why I ' m  concerned, you k now what is hap
pen i ng ,  what government is  doing to our country, 
we're destroy ing  the i n itiative of people; we're tax ing  
to death. The work  eth ic  is  gone .  Everybody's got 
r ights nowadays. I t  is  a shame to make profit. I t  is  a 
shame to make profit i n  your eyes, i n  Social ist ic eyes. 
If anybody makes profit let's tax the heck out of them. 
Everyth ing  that goes with profit  you affi l iate to big 
corporations. I t  is  destroying the country and when 
you get u p  here and you make a l l  these statements 
about all the lovely th i ngs you're going to do in here, 
the m isconceptions, because we'l l  be watc h i ng and if 
you don 't you' l l  get judged and that 3 percent is  n ot 
there at the present t ime al ready as I i n d i cated before. 
We wi l l  ho ld  you accou ntable and the people of Mani
toba wi l l  ho ld  you accountable for the promises you 
have made and you wil l  have to explai n where you're 
go ing to get the m oney from.  You're go ing to have to 
explain where you got the money from. 

My sympathies are with the M i n ister of F inance. 
He' l l  be bald before this one is  over, real ly he  wil l  and I 
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can al ready see by the pal lor on the F i rst M in ister's 
face that he's havi ng terrible reservations about what's 
going to happen .  

Anyway, - ( I nterject ion)- my partner here, the 
Member for N iakwa, and myself, we're n ot used to 
sitt ing on the same side of the House.  So, I f ind it 
i n terest ing when I get heckled on my right hand side. 

In conclusion,  I would j 1 1st l i ke to say that I ' m  look
ing forward to a very i nteresting Session.  I t h i n k  you 
know that by and large everybody's concerns are to 
some deg ree the same except we d iffer in our ideas 
how we're gonna' go at it .  We know that i f  we cannot 
change your ideas i n  the next years, two, t h ree, four, 
that we wil l  then defeat you anyway, so we'l l  be look
ing forward to sitt ing  on that side of the House and i n  
the meantime we' l l  be watch ing  the shortcom i ngs of 
you r  govern ment. 

Thank you very much.  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
Springfield.  

MR. ANSTETT: Mr.  Speaker, the honourable member 
i n dicated a wi l l i ngness to answer q uestions and I was 
wondering when he made reference to the former 
M i n ister of Agriculture's Beef Stablization program 
for w h i c h  he had appointed a com mittee half-way 
t h rough the election campaign ,  why he hadn't told the 
people of Manitoba about that program some t ime 
pr ior  to  the election rather than  putt ing al l  the blame 
on Ottawa for coming u p  with a program .  

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  Honourable Member for Emerson. 

MR. DRIEDGER: Mr. Speaker, I don't q uite, I t h i n k  we 
have a misunderstanding here somewhere along the 
l ine. The previous M i n ister of Agriculture had a board 
appointed that was reviewing the th ing .  There was no 
Beef Stablization Program announced or in place; we 
were talk i ng about reviewing  and estab l ish i n g ,  and 
the moment the present M i n ister of  Agriculture came 
in ,  he fired them. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the q uestion? The 
Honourable M i n ister of Northern Affairs. 

HON. JAY COWAN (Churchill): Mr. Speaker, before 
offer ing my customary and tradit ional congratula
tions to you, I want to make special note and offer 
special congratu lations to the Member for Emerson i n  
h is  latest contribution t o  t h e  debate i n  t h i s  H ouse. I t  
appears a s  i f  bei n g  i n  Opposition has done wonders 
for h i m  and that was the best speech that I have heard 
h i m  g ive in this House and I take to heart h is concerns 
and h is  advice which he  had offered to us regard ing  
the Kitson County Waste D isposal Site or the potential 
for the Kitson County Waste D isposal Site and I ' l l  
add.ress that a b i t  later i n  my speech .  T hat was an  
excel lent  p resentation and I hope that he  has many 
long years in Opposition to ref ine and to bui ld u po n  
that speech.  

Mr .  Speaker, I 'm  extremely pleased to have this 
opport u nity to congratulate you on your election to 
the h i ghest office wit h i n  these Chambers. I am confi
dent that you' l l  exercise your d uties and your respon
s ib i l ities with both i ntegrity and expertise. I n  the years 
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that I 've known you and worked with you, Mr. Speaker, 
I 've learned to trust not only your sense of fair play and 
your perceptions as to fairness, b ut your extensive 
and your in tensive awareness and knowledge of parl i
amentary procedures. Of course, as I have done on 
every occasion that I 've had the opportun i ty to rise to 
speak to these T h rone Speech Debates and congratu
late the Speaker, I w i l l  assure you that I w i l l  do  all that 
is in my power to abide by your decisions and to abide 
by the ru les of th is House and to add as much as 
possib le to the decorum of this House. However, I 
m ust be q uick to add that from t ime to t ime, Sir ,  I may 
stray and when that happens I am confident that you 
wil l  provide me with both fair  but f irm advice and I w i l l  
accept it ,  S i r, I assure y o u  i n  t h e  manner  i n  which it i s  
g iven. S o ,  I c a n  assure you that I w i l l  accept your 
g u idance and your advice both enthusiastically and in 
good faith.  

I also wish to offer my s incere congratu lations to the 
many new members who have been recently elected 
to th is  Legislature.  I h ope that they f ind their  expe
rience as elected officials as rewardi n g  as I have found 
my own to be and I wish them every success regard
less of the ir  pol it ical stripe, at least up unt i l  the next 
election and then I ' l l  be a bit m ore specific in my 
wishes, but now I wish them every success in the 
responsib i l ity which they have taken on to themselves 
to represent their  constituencies and the people of 
this province. 

Having l i stened carefu l ly  to many of the speeches of 
new mem bers in this House to date, I ' m  look ing  for
ward to lear n i ng from them,  because I t h i n k  that they 
have a lot to offer both the Cabi net and the G overn
ment and the Opposition and th is  whole Legislature 
as wel l as the people of th is  province.  So, I expect that 
I w i l l  be learn ing  from them and I want to assure them 
that I wi l l ,  f rom t ime to t ime i f  cal led upon,  provide 
whatever help or assistance that I may be able to 
provide and which they may ask of me. 

At the same t ime,  I t h i n k  that i t  is  also appropriate to 
extend my specific congratulations to the M em ber for 
E merson to all the members who have been re-elected 
to the Chambers, re-elected to the Legislature. I th ink  
it's appropriate as  we l l  as  a pleasure to congratulate 
the retur n i ng m e m bers and many of those have been 
here m uc h  longer than I have, Mr. S peaker, and I too 
am looki n g  forward to learn ing  from them as well and 
if I can from time to time of course provid i n g  whatever 
bits and pieces of advice I can. 

I expect that from time to time I ' I I  be the rec ipient of 
their cr it ic ism and - ( I nterjection) - no. I want the 
record to show very clearly that the front bench on the 
other  side, at least one party, which had said ,  no,  that I 
won't be c rit icized and I certai n ly appreciate the faith 
and confidence which he has shown in me.  Al  r ight, I 
won't ho ld  h i m  to that ,  but I ' l l  be the recipient of both 
their advice and their help .  

The Member for E merson has a l ready agreed to 
provide whatever hel p and assistance he can

· 
i n  

respect t o  o n e  specific concern o f  h is a n d  I ' m  certain 
that from time to time we' l l  be working  on other con
cerns as wel l .  I welcome both the advice and the criti
cism equal ly. I t h i n k  they're both i mportant and I w i l l  
t ry  to accept both  with g race and openly, at  least as 
openly and honestly as possib le .  

F inal ly ,  I want to offer my hearty congratulations to 
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the Member  for The Pas and the Member for Burrows, 
the M over and the Seconder of this T hrone Speech. 
Now I have to say that their  job was made so much 
easier, Mr .  Speaker, by  the cal ibre of the speech which 
they had to work with.  However, they d id  an excel lent 
job and I t h i n k  that every member i n  the House w i l l  
agree w i t h  me w h e n  I congratulate both o f  them o n  
their  excellent contributions t o  t h i s  Debate. 

Having g iven these customary but s incere congrat
u lations, I want to address f i rst, M r. S peaker, n ot the 
specifics of the T hrone Speech but rather I want to 
talk about a general theme which has surfaced o n  
occasion ,  both d u r i n g  t h i s  debate and the Question 
Period. I want to put th is general theme, that is ,  the 
theme of the approach of th is adm i n istration and the 
previous adm i nistration to federal-provi ncial affairs in 
the specif ic context of the Garrison P roject, a project 
which has been addressed most recently by the 
Member for E merson i n  h is  speech .  

A s  you are a l l  aware, the M i n ister for Natural 
Resou rces and the MLA for l n kster and myself met 
with the M in ister of External Affairs and the M i n ister of 
Manpower yesterday in Ottawa to d iscuss a co
operative, and I u nderl ine and emphasize co-operative, 
a co-operative approach to this longstanding prob
lem. Now, exactly what we did dur ing that meetin g  
was t o  hold what I thought was an open a n d  an honest 
as well as a productive and positive d iscussion as to 
how we are going to address this m utual concern. I 
hasten to add that we d i d  not agree on everyth ing .  
However, i nstead of dwel l i ng  on the d isagreements 
which we had dur ing  that meet ing ,  we chose to seek 
common g round ;  we chose to try to work from the 
perspective of our  mutual  concern in  a co-operative 
way. I n  other words, we recognized the differences 
wh ich  we had, but at the same t ime,  we k now that we 
m ust work together where it is  possib le  to do so. So, as 
I want to ensure that the record be clear, and t here has 
been some d i fferent report ing i n  respect to that meet
i ng ,  I want to use this opportunity to say very d istinctly 
and plainly that Manitoba w i l l  honour its commitment 
to i nit iate and maintai n a provincial  presence i n  
Was h i n gton when i t  comes t o  the Garrison D iversion.  
That is a comm itment which we made i n  the heat of an  
election campaign but ,  S ir ,  I assu re you that i t  super
sedes any partisanship and it supersedes any elec
toral commitments. It is  a commitment that we have 
made to the people of th is  province;  a com m itment 
which we have made to the future of th is  provin ce; and 
i t  i s  a c o m m it m e n t  t h at we i nt e n d  to  keep.  
- ( l nterject ion)-

The Member for E merson says that one d i d  not get 
us elected and we al l  k now his position in respect to 
that office. He has put his opposition i nto that office 
d istinctly on the record. We did not make that com
m itment to gain  office, we made that commitment 
because we bel ieve that action is  the r ight and proper 
act ion to take in respect to f ight ing this serious and 
o m i nous p roblem. That is why we made that com m it
ment and that is  why we w i l l  stan d  by that commit
ment.  Having said that ,  certa in ly we would h ope to do 
so with the co-operation of the Federal Government, 
because we did not say that we were going to i n it iate 
and maintain this presence in order to u n dercut the 
longstan d i n g  h istorical efforts of the Federal Govern
ment in respect to deal ing with the Garrison problem. 
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T hat was not our  purpose, we d i d  so in order to 
enhance the federal efforts; we d i d  so in order to 
expand the federal efforts. We did so in order to 
ensure that Manitoba had the type of presence wh ich  
is necessary i n  Manitoba to  protect the long-term 
i nterests of t h is provi nce. I t h i n k  every member of th is  
House, inc lud ing the Member for  Emerson, wi l l  agree 
wholeheartedly with that sort of approach and that 
i n itiative. 

We k now, M r. Speaker, that we wi l l  be able to 
accom p l ish our goal of doing this in co-operation with 
the Federal Government i f  the Federal Government 
responds to our  approach with flex i b i l ity and in a 
co-operative spir it .  I can assure them t h rough th is  
Chamber, as I assured them yesterday i n  person ,  that 
we are approach i n g  this problem from the perspective 
of flex ib i l ity on our own part and in respect to a co
operative effort on both our parts. T hey have res
ponded i n  l i ke ,  to date, and I fu l ly  expect that they w i l l  
respond t o  our  latest i n itiative i n  l i ke a s  wel l .  B ut, 
nonetheless, should we decide to d isagree, and that 
m ay happen, let there be no doubt we are not go ing to 
always agree on a l l  the specifics. If we should decide 
to d isagree, then we wil l  want to conti n ue to work with 
the Federal Government co-operatively where i t  is  
possible and we wi l l  be forced to work on our  own 
where it is  necessary. In  other words, S i r, i f  I can 
paraphrase, we shal l  be equal but separate. That is  not 
the goal  which we seek, but that is  a commitment 
wh ich  we have made to the people of this province, 
and a commitment that was made in good faith and a 
comm itment which we expect to keep. 

So the record is  clear, there w i l l  be a Manitoba 
presence in Washi n gton in respect to the Garrison 
D iversio n .  We will work wherever possib le in a co
operative way with the Federal Gover n ment; we are 
opt imistic and confident that we w i l l  be able to do so. 
However, we have a com m itment to the people in the 
provi nce which supersedes any electoral commit
ment,  which supersedes any partisanshi p  and it is a 
com m itment which we i ntend to keep. 

N ow, I said that we were going to d iscuss the con
text of the general problem and address i t  to the spe
cifics of Garriso n .  Let us use that example to talk 
about t h is govern ment's approach to federal-provincial 
relat ionships compared to the previous govern ment's 
approach .  I j ust need to refer to yesterday's Hansard, 
Mr. Speaker, when the Leader of the Opposition was 
talk i n g  about our efforts in Ottawa yesterday to try to 
develop that co-operative and flexible approach with 
the Federal Govern ment. He addressed i t  as th is ,  and  I 
q uote, "He asked whether the F i rst M in ister of the 
House would the people of Manitoba whether th is is  
another election p romise that he  i ntends to break or 
whether he  is  going to k n uckle under  to the Federal 
G overnment and to M r. Axworthy, in part icular, who 
says that this w i l l  be a test of this govern ment's wi l
l i n gness to be a doormat to Ottawa." T hat is  the type 
of attitude they have carried with them for the past 
four years; that is  the type of attitude which ,  in large 
part, lost them the election and that is  the type of 
attitude that even now, having  suffered that defeat and 
should know better, they are u nable to d ivorce them
selves from. 

We looked at that meet ing as a test of our  w i l l i n g
ness to co-operate with each other. T hat i m pl ies g ive 
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and take, that suggests we are not going to go i n  there, 
bang the table, cal l  them a bunch of d i rty S.O. B.'s,  and 
say we wil l  have it our  way or no way at a l l .  That 
i m p l ies that we are going to recog n ize their concerns 
which are legit imate and we are going to try to develop 
an approach which takes i nto account those con
cerns, takes i nto account our commitment and tries to 
provide Manitoba with the best possible presence i n  
Washi ngton when d iscussing  the Garrison project. 
That is  not being a doormat; that is  being a govern
ment wh ich wishes to work together where it is  possi
ble to work together. Where i t  is not possib le to work 
together, we wil l  in fact ensure that the best in terests 
of the people i n  th is  province are adhered to by th is  
government, so we shal l be f i rm but k ind .  

Mr .  Speaker, hav ing sa id that  we i ntend to pursue 
that course of act ion ,  havi ng  said that we i ntend to 
proceed from basis of co-operative federal ism where 
possible,  versus what they did, wh ich was combatted 
federalism at every instance and at every turn,  I wish 
to assure you and t h rough you,  the people of the 
provi nce, that we w i l l  proceed wherever i t  is  possib le 
in  that co-operative and f lex ib le  way, but that  we shal l  
not bend to the extent that  their  concerns are ever 
overlooked. And when we talk about federal-provi ncial 
negotiations and federal-provi ncial relation s h i ps, I 
t h i n k  we have to talk about other  areas as wel l .  I 've 
used the Garrison Project and the Washi ngton pres
ence of Manitoba i n  respect to the Garrison P roject as 
an example. 

However, I also want to talk about another example,  
one which is  more specif ic to the North ,  but i m portant 
to the ent ire province n onetheless and that's the 
Northlands Agreement. The North lands Agreement, 
which should have been s igned by now, which could 
have been signed by n ow, but is  n ot s igned by now. 
And why is  that? Why is  that? I 'm just i nformed by the 
people doing the recordi n g  that I can't move around 
q uite so much because the supersensitive micro
phones are not p ick ing up a l l  that I have to say and I 
would not want them to m iss o ne word, one comma, 
one sentence, one period or one concept which I 'm 
address ing ,  so I w i l l  t ry to address more clearly the 
microphone and t h rough the m icrophone to you,  Mr .  
Speaker. 

We have no North lands Agreement and it's d ifficu lt 
to negotiate the N orth lands Agreement r ight  n ow 
because of the type of atmosphere, the poisoned 
atmosphere which that government left i n  their  wake, 
left in the ir  defeat, but we're going to overcome that. 
We're going to overcome that because we k now that 
we m ust, wherever is  possib le ,  work with the Federal 
Government to ensure that the best in terests of the 
province are looked after. 

So, we are negotiat ing with the Federal Govern ment 
right n ow in respect to Northlands and I expect that 
the M e m ber for R u pertsland w i l l  have some more to 
say about th is  because, M r. Speaker, he  has been 
essential in the consultation process which has 
brought us to the state of negotiations which exist 
today. 

Let me j ust for one moment talk about that consulta
tion process because that too i l lustrates a d ifference 
between the previous admin istration and this adm i n
istrat ion.  You know we might  have been able to have 
proceeded farther along the negotiat ions to date if 
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that consultation had been u ndertaken in a systematic 
and a comprehensive way previous to our taking  
government. However, it was not, so when we came 
i nto government we found that we were forced to 
begi n  basical ly at the beg i n n i n g  in respect to consul
tation and we have had a series of consultat ion meet
ings through out th is  province. We have al lowed those 
persons who are go ing to be m ost affected by the 
Northlands Agreement,  the opportunity to provide us 
with, not only their crit icisms of the previous agree
ment, which are i mportant and valued, but also with 
their suggestions for the new agreement which are 
essential and necessary if that agreement is to truly 
reflect their aspi rations and their needs and that's 
what we wi l l  have when we have that agreement, M r. 
Speaker. 

So we have met dur ing  that period with several 
Cabi net M i n isters from the Federal Government and 
we have begu n  to commence negotiat ions at th is 
point ,  just recently after the consultations were f in
ished,  in  what I would cal l  an  enhanced and an  
extended way to ensure that as  much as  is  possible we 
wi l l  have a new agreement in place with m i n i mal  d is
ruption i n  exist ing  services which are ongoing as part 
of the agreement now. We're going to do that i n  spite, 
in spite of the legacy which that government left when 
it came to the North lands Agreement. 

I also want to address a n u m ber of other i n it iatives 
in respect to Northern Manitoba and my own depart
ment,  the Northern Affairs Department, which are out
l i ned in the T h rone Speech .  I want to provide a bit  
more background on them and as wel l  I bel ieve to lay 
the basis and the foundation for what I consider wi l l  be 
a productive dialogue wi th in  these Chambers i n  
respect t o  when w e  come t o  discuss these items d u r
i n g  Est imates and dur ing the Q uestion Period and 
dur ing the other opport u nit ies which present them
selves to us as legislators. 

The f i rst, of course, is  the Native Land Claims 
Commission. For far too long n ow, and I don't blame 
that government or any govern ment in specific when 
we talk about the fact that we have been u nable to 
resolve the issue of Native land claims in th is province. 
I t  goes beyond any one government,  but the fact is  for 
far too long n ow, these claims have been outstand i n g .  
F o r  f a r  t o o  long n o w  we have n o t  h a d  an acceptable 
and rat ional  approach to deal i n g  with these cla ims.  
Now the previous government had their n ine-point 
program,  but you recall I said an acceptable and a 
rational approach to dea l ing  with these c la ims and 
that n ine-point program was anyth ing but acceptable 
to the reserve comm u n ities which were go ing to be 
m ost affected by it, to the Federal Govern ment which 
has to play a vital role i n  any land c la ims activity and 
to,  I would add, a large section of the general populace. 

As wel l ,  it has to be a rational approach ;  that is  why 
we as a government have c hosen to proceed with a 
Native Land Cla ims Com m ission which w i l l  sit down 
i n  an open way and al low those i ndividuals who are 
going to be most affected by our  policy and opportu
n ity to come forward and to speak to the issue, an 
opportunity to come forward and tel l  us of their con
cerns, an  opportun ity to come forward and provide us 
with their  advice and their  suggestions and their  
expertise and we need that i f  we are to make the type 
of decisions which we want to make, the type of deci-
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sions which wi l l  benefit those i n d ividuals and the 
province as a whole. 

So we are look ing  forward to developin g  that Native 
Land Claims Commission; we are look i n g  forward to 
be able to provide the House with m ore specific 
in format ion on i t  as it becomes avai lable and we are 
also look ing forward to the constructive suggestions 
and crit icisms which the members in the Opposit ion 
may be able to provide to us when we do begi n  to 
d iscuss that very i mportant and very essential subject. 

As wel l ,  we k now, on th is  side, as I t h i n k  those on the 
other s ide have recogn ized, that the N orth wi l l  never 
truly be strong u nless there is  strong local govern
ment in place in the remote northern communities. 
The Member for F l i n  Flon addressed the issue, others 
have addressed the issue and i t  is  one which is  of 
extreme i mportance to those i ndividuals who reside i n  
the 4 9  northern remote com m u n ities which come 
u nder the Northern Affairs jurisdiction.  

So,  dur ing the Estimates, dur ing other opportun i 
ties, we wi l l  be discussi ng  those exact proposals 
which we plan to put in place to ensure that nor
therners in those com m u n ities have an  opport u n ity to 
develop on their  own the type of strong local govern
ment which is  necessary to their  cont i nued survival 
and is necessary to al l  the province. 

You know, we're talk i n g  only about those communi
ties i n  th is  instance that come u nder Northern Affairs 
ju risdiction. However, i f  those com m u nities are not i n  
their  o w n  r ight self-govern i ng a n d  are not i n  their  own 
r ight  strong and powerful voices i n  thei r own affairs, 
then we all suffer for that. So, we m ust provide for that 
type of advice, that type of assistance, that type of 
he lp we are requested i n  order to ensu re that that goal 
of strong local government i n  Northern Manitoba is  a 
goal wh ich  we are able to meet and I know that the 
mem bers on the other side are prepared to he lp and 
assist us,  because they too want to see a strong a 
province as is possible. So another goal. 

I don't t h i n k  that I can in better words display the 
type of sentiment that the M e m ber for The Pas d is
p layed when he talked about the Port of Churc h i l l  
because o f  t h e  strong effect it's h a d  on h is  worki n g  
l i fe. However, I am pleased a n d  honou red that the Port 
of Churc h i l l  has played such a pro m i nent role i n  the 
T h rone S peech Debate. I t  has done so. because we 
fu l ly  i ntend to promote that Port as aggressively as is  
possib le  and to ensure i ts  g reatest use.  We're going to 
need the he lp of the Opposition ;  they have always 
been pleased to provide their help in the past, and I 
anticipate that they wi l l  continue  to do so on every 
opport u nity in the future. So I am expecting that they 
w i l l  come forward with some positive and concrete 
suggestions as to h ow we can meet that goal because 
I know that particular  point, among others, but i n  
specific that particular point,  of the T hrone Speech is  
one which we a l l  share. That part icular objective is  
one which we a l l  share and worki n g  together, we shal l  
make it happen. 

There are many other areas of concern to nor
therners and northern Manitobans which we wil l  have 
an  opportunity to discuss over the next few months,  
i ndeed the next few years, and I 'm looking forward to 
that. But for the t ime being,  that the t ime being l i mited 
as you k now, Mr. Speaker, and I ' m  sure you w i l l  
rem i n d  me i n  respect t o  our opport u nity t o  participate 
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in the Throne Speech, I'd l i ke to move on to another 
area for which I am responsible and that is  the area of 
Workplace, Safety and Health .  

You w i l l  n ote agai n that our  objectives i n  respect to 
provid i n g  safer and health ier  workplaces are outl ined 
in this part icular T h rone Speech ,  and there are two 
items which I wish to address at this t ime. The f i rst is  
the need for workers themselves to participate i n  the 
development of health ier and safer workplaces. We 
can't  do it for  them as much as we would  l ike to;  none 
of us can do it .  The div is ion,  the Workplace Safety and 
Health D ivision can't  do it for them, the government 
can't do it for them, but what we can do and what we 
will do as a government,  M r. Speaker, is  provide them 
with the opportunity to develop those sk i l ls  and that 
expertise on their  own. We k now that workers need 
the power of legislation to assist them in developi ng  
those safer and healthier workplaces. We know that 
employers need the help of the govern ment in devel
oping safer and health ier workplaces, and we k now 
that government has a role to play in assisting and 
encouraging t hose two parties to co-operatively work 
together where possib le and to resolve their  d ifferen
ces in a rational and effective way and we have based 
our program in respect to safety and health on three 
major pr incip les. 

The f i rst, Sir, is  the r ight to refuse to do work which 
an  i ndiv idual  bel ieves is  unsafe or u nhealthy. Now, 
that r ight has always existed. A worker at any t ime 
could refuse to do work which he  or she believed to be 
u n safe or u nhealthy and the employer could, in fact, 
ackn owledge that bel ief and change condit ions, 
acknowledge that bel ief and a l low that worker to 
c hange jobs, or  not acknowledge that beli ef and f i re 
the worker. 

And what happened in Septem ber of 1 977, w hen 
The Workplace Safety and Health Act which was deve
loped and passed by the previous adm i n istration went 
i nto effect, was workers then had a legit i mate right to 
exercise their  r ight to refuse without fear of d iscri mi
nation .  I t  was a good pr incip le but in  practice we have 
found that i t  needs some strengthen i n g  and some 
clarify ing .  So, we have made that comm itment to 
strenghthen and to clarify the legislative r ight of a 
worker who refused to do unsafe or u n h ealthy work. 
We bel ieve that is  essential, but a worker can only truly 
refuse to do that work wh ich  he  or she bel ieves is  
u nsafe or u n h ealthy if they know what is  unsafe o r  
u n h ealthy. I t's fairly easy to t e l l  what is  unsafe o r  
u n h ealthy i f  it's a physical structure w h i c h  is  about to 
fal l i n  u pon you or if it is a hazard wh ich you can 
plain ly see, but when we start to talk about some of the 
new work processes, when we start to talk about some 
of the substances which are i ntroduced i nto the work
place, it becomes a more complex subject. So,  what 
we are committed to doing is  to developing a mecha
n i s m  whereby workers can have a rea l ist ic r ight to 
k now, a true r ight  to k now, about the hazards wh ich  
they may confront as a part of the i r  work i n g  l ives. So 
we wi l l  do that as wel l ,  but f inal ly  th is  a l l  has to be put 
together. 

Remember a few moments ago I said we can't create 
safer and health ier workplaces as a government, as 
legislators. No matter h ow wel l mea n i n g  we may be, 
no matter how i nterested we are in doing it ,  no matter 
how committed we are and no matter h ow long the 
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hours we work may be, we can't do it on our own .  The 
workers can do it .  T hey are the o nes who f i rsthand 
have learned of the dangers which they face in the 
workplace. T hey are the o nes that f i rsthand have 
learned how to avoid those dangers as much as is 
possible,  and we in tend to provide them with the 
mechanism to use that f i rst-hand knowledge t h rough 
their  safety and health committees so that they can 
begi n  to bui ld the safer and health ier  workplaces for 
which every m e m ber of th is  House yearns and wants 
to see be developed in t h is provi nce. So we have i t  
there - the r ight to refuse, the r ight to k now, and the 
r ight to participate in developing safer and health ier  
workplaces. Three pr incipal  r ights. 

As wel l ,  govern ment can p lay a role in other ways 
and one is  to make certa in  that we have in place expert 
persons who are able to assist them when they do 
have q uestions in respect to some of those dangers 
and hazards which they may n ot be as fami l iar  with as 
they are with the physical  dangers or hazards. So, as 
demanded by the legislation ,  and it is  a demand that 
the previous M i n ister of Labour  rejected for four 
years, we are going to have in p lace a ch ief occupa
tional medical officer to assist them when it comes to 
deal i n g  with occupational d iseases. That would not 
be that much of an  accompl ishment i f  i t  were not put  
i n  the perspective of  the fact that for  fou r  years that 
government was u nable to bring itself to l ive up to that 
very basic requ i rement of the legislation. T hey said it 
was necessary; they said it was needed; they said they 
k new why it should be and they never d id  it .  Wel l ,  we 
are go ing to do it because we too k now it's necessary. 

F inal ly  in the area of occupational health,  Mr .  
Speaker, and I don't mean to say that th is  is  a l l  that  we 
are going to do, but rather th is  is  what I want to 
address at th is  t i me. We have i n dicated that we are 
going to expand the Research Program i nto occupa
tional cancer. We are going to put in place a program 
which wil l  provide the government,  the workers and 
the general publ ic  with an  i ncreased awareness of th is  
g rowi n g  problem and we are go ing to do so because i t  
is  necessary that those workers i ndeed have the r ight 
to k now, and that we a l l ,  because we a l l  m ust pay the 
costs of that occupational cancer t h rough our  health 
costs, t h rough our  loss of production, that we a l l  know 
as much as is possible about th is  part icular hazard. 
B ut we're not doing it just to gather raw data and i n  
respect t o  academic research, we're doing i t  s o  that 
we can use that program to develop the type of legisla
tive protection and reg u lations which are necessary to 
ensure that workers are protected as much as is  pos
sible at their  workplaces from carcinogenic substan
ces and from work processes which may in fact 
expose them to carc inogen i c  hazards. So that ,  we w i l l  
do a s  wel l .  

M r. Speaker, I have b u t  a few moments left today 
and I bel ieve probably a few more when we next sit, so 
rather than get i nto the next area, and that is  the area 
of what we i ntend to do in respect to the enviro n ment, 
someone is suggest ing that we cal l  5:30, however, 
before we rise, M r. Speaker, I want to assure them that 
I ' l l  speak out the clock.  I want to use the last few 
m i n u tes which are avai lable to me to j ust address 
those issues, to make certa in  that the record is  clear i n  
this because I t h i n k  i t  i s  i mportant. 

We wi l l  have that Was h i n gton presence in respect to 
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the Garrison Project. I t  w i l l  be a Manitoba presence 
and i t  w i l l  be done, S ir ,  as much as is  possib le i n  
co-operation with t h e  Federal G overnment a n d  i t  w i l l  
be done i n  s u c h  a s  way a s  t o  ensu re that the best 
in terests of th is  provi nce and t h is cou ntry are looked 
after when it comes to deal i n g  with that very serious 
and ominous project. 

We w i l l  make substantial gains i n  respect to p rovid
ing an  opport u n ity for n orthern com m u n ities to 
b e c o m e  stro n g e r  co m m u n it i e s  t h ro u g h  s e l f
government. 

We will continue the North lands consultation so 
that we can reach an  agreement so that northerners 
can benefit by that longstan d i n g  agreement between 
the federal and provi ncial  government. 

We w i l l , in fact, have a N ative Land Cla ims Com mit
tee wh ich  wi l l  bri ng  a rational approach to a very 
specific and longstanding and h istorical problem.  

As wel l ,  in  the areas of workplace safety and health 
we wil l  go over the i n it iatives which I have j ust 
addressed and we w i l l  do so i n  such a way to ensure 
that we are always l isten i n g  to the people of t h is pro
vince, and that inc ludes the Opposit ion,  and we wi l l  do 
so in such a way that we are always consult ing and 
rely ing u pon people for their  good advice and their  
constructive crit icism, and that i ncl udes the O pposi
tion as well. We shal l  have to reserve the r ight  to 
determine whether or not we bel ieve them to be wrong 
from time to ti me, but we will not refuse to l isten to 
them. We wil l  always l isten to them and we wil l  accept 
their  advice and the good faith in w hich i t  is i n tended 
or i n  the way i n  which it is i ntended, whatever the case 
may be. 

We w i l l  do  those th ings  because we all m u st work 
together i f  we are to accompl ish the objectives and the 
goals which are so necessary to sustain the progress 
of th is  province, M r. Speaker. 

So, when we retu rn to the Chamber, I bel ieve tomor
row, I ' l l  take the opportunity to address the area of our  
i nitiatives i n  respect to the enviro nment. I w i l l  talk 
about the Waste Management Program, w h i c h  has 
been suggested m i g ht be taki n g  place in the Kitson 
area and provide more i n format ion for the benefit of 
the M e m ber for E merson and other members of the 
Legislature in  respect to that d ifficu lty and others. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. When we next reach 
th is  matter the Honourable M i n ister w i l l  have five 
m i n utes remai n ing.  

The hour of adjournment having  arrived, the House 
is  accordi n g ly adjourned and w i l l  stand adjourned 
unt i l  2:00 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday) . 
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