
LEGISLATIVE ASSEM BLY OF MANITO BA 

Monday, 19 April, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENI N G  PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vita l ) :  
Presen t i n g  Pet i t ions  . . .  Read i n g  and Rece i v i n g  
Pet i t ions . . .  P resent ing Reports b y  Stand i n g  a n d  
Spec ia l  Comm ittees . . .  

MINISTERIAL STAT E M E NTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le M i n ister  of M u n i ci 
pal  Affa i rs .  

H ON. A.R. (Pete) ADAM (Ste. Rose) : M r. S peaker,  I ' d  
l i ke to have leave o f  t h e  H ouse t o  table the  Report of 
the M a n itoba Assessment Review C o m m ittee and the  
Su m mary Report of the Man i toba Assessment Review 
Commi ttee. 

Mr. Speaker,  I wonder i f  I c o u l d  have l eave of the  
House j u st to make a very br ie f  com ment thereu p o n .  

MR. SPEAKER:  I s  i t  agreed? (Ag reed) 

MR. ADAM: Thank  you ,  M r. Speaker ,  the report con
c ludes the rev iew started by mem bers o pposite i n  
Ju ly ,  1 979. G o i n g  through the report you w i l l  n ote that 
there are some 1 65 reco m m endat ions conta ined i n  
t h e  327-page report.  Start i n g  tomorrow I propose to 
distr ibute the report and  the su m mary to al l  u n its of 
local government, school  d i vis ions and persons l isted 
who p resented s u b m iss ions  to the c o m m ittee. The 
report and  the s u m m ary wi l l  be made avai lab le  to 
interested persons upon i n q u i ry w i th  my department .  

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber  for Swan 
River.  

MR. D.M. (Doug) G O U R LAY (Swan River) : Thank 
you,  Mr .  Speaker .  I ' d  l i ke to t h a n k  the M i n ister of  
M u n i c i pa l  Affa i rs for mak ing  the  Report of t h e  
Assessment Review C o m m ittee ava i lab le  to us today. 
I know that al l  mem bers of the H ouse are i nterested i n  
look i n g  a t  t h i s  report i n  m ore deta i l  a s  i t 's ev ident  t h at 
there are many d i sc repanc ies i n  the  f ie ld  of assess
ment ,  and I ' m  s u re that we' l l  be a l l  anx io us to have 
i n put  i nto this to come u p  with new recom mendat ions  
for  the prov ince.  

MR. SPEAKER: Not ices of Mot ion 

INTRODU CTION OF BILLS 

HON. E UGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks) i ntrod uced 
B i l l  No .  1 9, an Act to amend The Land lord and Tenant 
Act;  and B i l l  N o. 20, an  Act to amend The Condo m i 
n i u m  Act. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach Oral Quest ions ,  
may I d i rect the attent ion of h o n o u rable mem bers to  
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the  g a l l e ry where we have 56 students of G rade 1 1  
stand i n g  from the West K i ldonan Co l leg iate. These 
students are u nder  the d i rect ion  of M rs.  Ba i ley a n d  
M r. B u c k ler .  T h is s c h o o l  i s  i n  the  const i tuency of t h e  
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Consumer  and  Corporate 
Affai rs. 

On beha l f  of a l l  the mem bers, I welcome you here 
today. 

ORAL QU ESTIO NS 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Concord ia .  

MR. PETER FOX (Concord ia) :  T h a n k  you,  M r. 
Speaker.  With the i n d u lgence of the H ouse, I wou ld  
l i ke to express my appreciat ion to a l l  the  mem bers, 
fr iends and  acqua i ntances, who sent m e  l etters of we l l  
w ishes d u ri n g  my recent i l l ness. I want to i n d i cate that 
part of the  t i m e  I was rea l l y  n ot l u c i d  a n d ,  of cou rse, I 
d i d n ' t  apprec iate m u c h  of what took p l ace at the 
beg i n n i n g  unt i l  l ater on .  I had pancreat it is for the f i rst 
two weeks.  When I thought  I was ready to get d is
charged , they i nformed me that I wou l d  h ave to h ave a 
g a l l  b ladder  o perat ion  and that took p l ace. I j ust had 
the st i tches out  l ast week,  T h u rsday . M y  physic i a n  
has advised m e  I can come i n  for  a c o u p l e  of h o u rs a 
day for the  f i rst week o r  two a n d ,  as my strength 
i ncreases, I ' l l  be part ic i pat i ng  to the  extent that I can .  
Aga i n ,  my s i ncere t h a n ks to everyone a n d  a lso to the 
n u rs i n g  staff a n d  the phys ic ians at the Concord i a  
H ospita l .  Thank y o u  very m u c h .  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  Me m be r  f o r  
Lakeside .  

MR. HARRY E N N S  (Lakes ide) :  T h a n k  y o u , Mr .  
Speaker.  Pr ior  to com mencement of O ra l  Quest ions ,  I 
want to certai n ly ,  on behalf  of m e mbers of Her  M ajes
ty's Loya l  O pposi t i o n ,  w e l c o m e  t h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
M e m be r  f o r  Concord i a  back to the  C h a m ber  and  wish 
him f u l l  a n d  s peedy recovery, not  to be al l  that act i ve 
i n  t h e  C h a m ber w i th  respect to s u p po rt i ng  that 
government's po l i c i es from t i m e  to t i m e ,  but certa i n l y  
a s  a n  active backbencher  to part i c i pate i n  the debates 
in t h is C h a m ber.  

MR.  SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber  for Stu r
geon C reek.  

MR.  J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): Thank  
you ,  M r. Speaker .  M y  q u est i o n  i s  to the  M i n ister of 
Eco n o m i c  Deve l o pment and Tou rism. M r. Speaker,  i t  
was a n n o u n ced over  the  weekend the  u nfortunate 
s i tuat ion at V i ctor ia  Leather .  Today, i t  was annou nced 
that the peo p l e  w o u l d  be g o i n g  back to work and there 
wou l d  be negot iat ions  between the  company and the 
c re d i tors  to h o pefu l ly reso lve  the  s i tuat i o n .  W i l l  
t h e  M i n ister h ave somebody from h e r  department 
i nvo lved in those d iscuss ions from the point  of v iew of 
the g overnment  be ing  of some h e l p  to g ive advice i n  
a n y  way, shape o r  form s o  t h at t h i s  com pany m ay 
rem a i n  open? 
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MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Eco
n o m i c  Deve lopment. 

H ON. M U R I EL SMITH (Osborne): M r. Speaker,  i t  
g i ves me g reat p leasu re to a n n o u n ce that  we've 
a l ready authorized the ass i g n ment of a member of the 
department  to work c lose ly wi th  V ictor ia  Leather  in  
t h is very d i ff icu l t  adj ustment  t i me.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr .  S peaker ,  to the  M i n ister, was 
t here an assessment or a rev iew made of the i m pact 
that the m i n i m u m  wage i n c rease m i g ht h ave had, or  
might  have, on  the garment  i n d ustry i n  the Prov ince  of 
Man itoba? Was that assessment  made by the depart
ment and related to the M i n ister of F i n ance? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Speaker,  perhaps the M i n ister of 
F i nance can g ive the deta i l ,  but  in the approach to 
m i n i m u m  wage, I d o  have som e  data with regard to 
the hotel i n d ustry, and the demonstrat i o n  that there 
d oesn't  appear to be any part i cu la r  d i fference i n  the  
n u m bers of  tou rists attend i n g  prov inces wh ich  d o  or 
d o n 't have the spec ia l  extra m i n i m u m  wage for those 
who serve a lcoho l i c  beverages. 

With respect to the  garment i n d ustry the  p r i n c i p l e  
of t h is g overnment  h as b e e n  known for  a long  t i me ,  
that we don' t  be l ieve the secu rity o r  p rosperity of any 
i n d ustry shou l d  be based o n  lower than  fai r wages to 
any of the i r  workers ,  and that is the p r i n c i p l e  wh ich  we 
t h i n k  makes not on ly  good sense for the i n d iv i d u a l  
e m p l oyees but ,  i n  fact, makes g o o d  sense f o r  the 
i n d ustry as we l l  because e m p l oyees who fee l  they are 
be i ng  fa i r ly treated a n d  can pay t h e i r  da i l y  b i l ls are 
bound to be more product ive i n  the i r  d a i l y  work.  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Speaker ,  to the  M i n ister, the 
chance to be m o re prod u ct ive is probably the m ost 
i m portant t h i n g .  M r. Speaker ,  the garment  i n d ustry i n  
M a n itoba i s  approx i mately 8 percent o f  t h e  i n d ustry i n  
Canada;  t h e  garment  i n d ustry i n  Man itoba does 20 
percent of the exports of garments that are exported 
from Canada.  H as the M i n ister taken a c l ose look at 
the i n d ustry genera l l y  fro m the po i nt of v iew that the 
i n d ustry is cont i n u a l l y  in com pet i t ion with garment 
i n d ustr ies in  other  a rea of Canada ,  a n d  to make s u re 
that o u r  garment i n d ustry can be com petit ive with  
people i n  other provi nces? 

MRS.  SMITH: M r. S peaker ,  I d o n 't know that there's 
any clear evidence that low wages i ncrease product iv
ity. I n  fact, i n c reases i n  prod u ct iv i ty seem to h ave a l ot 
m o re to do w i th  the  att i t u d e  on sk i l ls of the  workers 
and  the amount  of Cap ital  i nvestment i n  the i n d ustry. 
O u r  garment i n d ust ry is, I t h i n k ,  m a k i n g  very consid
erable st r ides i n  deve l o p i n g  a h i g her tec h nology in 
their  i n d ustry with their  c o m p uter assistant des i g n  
and com puter assistant man ufactu r ing  deve lopments. 
We look to g reater i m p rovements in product iv ity m o re 
from that type of approac h and  from the c l i mate of 
work i n g  cond i t ions i n  the p l ants rather  than from the  
art i f ic ia l  attem pt to h o l d  down m i n i m u m  wage. 

MR. JO HNSTON: M r. Speaker. I don't reca l l  m a k i n g  
any i nference that l ow wages i n c reased product iv i ty. 
M y  reference is that the garment  i n d ustry in the P rov
i n ce of M a n itoba h as m oved ahead to be 8 percent of 
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the i n d ustry i n  Canada,  20 percent of the exports from 
Canada,  an.d they have done so on the basis of b e i n g  
ab le  to be com pet i t ive w i t h  o t h e r  garment i n d ustr ies 
i n  t h is cou ntry. H as the M i n ister been m a k i n g  an 
assessment of an i n d ustry that's i n  t roub le?  Whether 
she knows it  o r  not there are p rob lems i n  that i n d ustry 
to make sure that o u r  garment i n d ustry rema ins stab le  
i n  t h is prov ince and  emp loys people .  

MRS.  S MITH: M r. Speaker,  i t 's our o p i n i o n  that q u es
t ions of tar i ffs, q u est ions of deg ree of modern izat ion  
of p lant  a n d  genera l  i n novative sp i r i t  wh ich  h as char
acterized o u r  garment i n d ustry are g o i n g  to d o  far 
m ore to reta i n  the com pet i t iveness of t h is i n d ustry 
then  the mere, as I sa id  before, a rt i f ica l  ma i nte n a n ce 
of low m i n i m u m  wage. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable M e m ber  for  St. 
N orbert .  

MR. G .W.J. {Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert) : M r. 
S peaker ,  on A p r i l  5th ,  the H o n o u rab le  M i n iste r  of 
Labour  i n d icated i n  response to a q u est i o n  from 
m yself  t h at when he was in rece i pt of the report of  the 
M i n i m u m  Wage Board he wou ld  determ i n e  whether 
or  not i t  w i l l  be d ist r ibuted and  when i t  wi l l  be d i st r ib
uted . C o u l d  he i n d i cate if he w i l l  be tab l i n g  that report 
i n  t h is C h a m ber,  M r. S peaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Labour .  

H ON .  VIC S C H R O E D E R  R oss mere ) :  Yes ,  M r .  
Speaker ,  I expect that i t  w i l l  b e  tab led tomorrow. I 
understand  that there were some p rob lems wi th  the 
p r i n t i n g ,  I be l i eve, i t 's 90 cop ies req u i red ,  but  I u n der
stan d  t h at can be done  so that d istr i but ion  w i l l  be 
made tomorrow. 

MR. MERCIER:  Mr. S peaker, I thank the M i n ister for 
that response. On A p r i l  5th ,  h e  a lso i n d i cated that the 
M i n i m u m  Wage Board tradi t iona l ly  h o l ds h ea r i n gs 
with respect to or pr ior  to mak ing  any recom me n da
t ions for i n creases in the m i n i m u m  wage but  d i d  not 
ho ld  p u b l i c  heari ngs before mak ing  the recom me n da
t ions that he apparent ly had . Can the  M i n ister exp l a i n  
w h y  the  trad i t iona l  hear ings were n o t  he ld  by t h e  
M i n i m u m  Wage Board? 

M R .  SCHROEDER:  Yes, M r. Speaker,  as the former 
Attorney-General p ro bably wel l  knows, there h ave 
been no  hear i ngs he ld  s ince the m i d - 1 970s and that 
was on the basis, as I u n derstand i t ,  that  both 
e m p l oyee and e m p l oyer representatives on  the Board 
ag reed that it was basica l l y  not gett i ng  them any
where.  They were gett i ng  several s u b m issi o ns each 
t i m e ,  but t h ey were bas i c a l l y  the  same ty pes of 
s u b m iss i o ns by the same group  and i t  was a very 
p re d i ctab le  type of s u b m issi o n  that the Board i tself  
felt  wasn ' t  be i n g  of much assistance and ,  of c o u rse, 
when the members o p posi te  were in off ice ,  they 
cont i nued with that .  They d i d n 't have any p u b l i c  hear
i n gs at a l l  and  we d i d n 't see any part icu la r  reason why 
on  t h is occas ion we should h ave them. I shou l d  n ote, 
M r. S peaker, that o n  the occas ion when the t ip d i ffer
ent ia l  f i rst a ppeared ,  that issue was never d iscussed 
by the M i n i m u m  Wage Board, nor was that taken to 
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the p u b l i c .  

MR. M E R C I E R :  M r. Speaker,  i n  v iew of statements 
made with i n  the  past few d ays about the poss ib le  
effects of the a n n o u nced i n c rease on  e m ployment 
and jobs for young peop le  and ,  part i cu lar ly ,  i n  v iew of 
the d i ff icu l t  state of the economy,  is the M i n ister con
s ider i n g  ask i n g  the  M i n i m u m  Wage Board to ho ld  
some form of hear i ngs  to hear representat ions o n  t h is 
su bject? 

MR. SCHROEDER:  M r. Speaker, we've heard com
ments with respect to ,  f i rst of a l l ,  the young people .  I 
sho u l d  po int  out  that o u r  ne ighbour ing  prov ince ,  
Saskatchewa n ,  h as no  d ifferent ial :  that is ,  i n  Sas
katchewan young  people under  1 8  are rece iv ing  $4.25 
an hour  in  terms of e m p loyment  here .  We d id ,  of 
course, look i nto the matter of e m p l oyment and d is
covered , as we had expected ,  that e m p l oyment  i n  a 
g iven sector d i d  not  seem to have any correlat ion: that 
is ,  there is an ass u m pt i o n  by some peop le  that if you 
have lower m i n i m u m  wages that automat ica l ly  means 
you w i l l  have m o re jobs.  T h at is n ot necessar i l y  t rue .  

J ust for i nstance ,  i n  the  e m p l oyment i n  hotels, res
tau rants and  taverns with  20 or m ore emp loyees, a n d  
t h i s  is f r o m  Statist i cs Canada,  there is an i n d icat ion  
that between 1 979 a n d  1 981 , we  h ave a decrease of 2 .3  
percent i n  t h e  n u m ber of e m p l oyees work i n g  i n  t h at 
f ie ld  i n  M a n i toba .  That's at the  very same t i m e  that i n  
Saskatchewan there was a n  i n c rease o f  1 2  percent;  i n  
the At lant ic  reg i o n  there was a n  i n c rease o f  7 . 1  per
cent ;  i n  A l berta 1 8. 8  percent ,  etc.  We were the  p ro
v ince ,  at the same t i m e  w h i l e  we were i nst i tut i n g  a t i p  
d i fferent i a l ,  we were the  p rovi nce that was head i n g  
downward i n  e m p l oyment  and  t h e  others were t h e  
o nes that were head i n g  u pward.  

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Mem ber for St.  Norbert o n  a 
po int  of order .  

MR. M E R C I E R :  O n  a p o i n t  of o rder ,  Mr .  S peaker ,  I 
merely asked the  M i n ister whether he was consider
i n g  ask i n g  the M i n i m u m  Wage Board to h o l d  p u b l i c  
hear i n gs, y e s  o r  n o  - a n d  h e  wants to u s e  i t ,  M r. 
Speaker, but  it was a very s i m p l e  q u est ion .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  I bel ieve the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister's 
reply was somewhat fu l l .  H as the Honourab le  M i n ister 
f i n ished h is reply? 

MR.  SCH R O E D E R :  M r. S peaker,  what I was t ry i n g  to 
d o  was get to the reason why - I w i l l  be answer i n g  
t h at q u est i o n  - b u t  I j u st w a n t  to g e t  s o m e  o f  t h e  
reasons i n ,  because there is  s o m e  i n d i cat i o n  b y  t h e  
member o pposite that t h is w o u l d  do  s o m e  g o o d .  I ' m  
po in t i ng  o u t  that o n e  fact. I ' m  also po in t i ng  o u t  that i n  
t h e  Prov i n ce o f  M a n itoba w e  h ave u n ion  agreements 
i n  effect w i th  a n u m ber  of h otels - 1 5  w i th ,  for 
i nstance, the H otel  a n d  Restaurant  Emp l oyees and 
Barte n d i n g  I nternat iona l  U n i o n  Local 206 -' where 
beverage serv ice  e m p l oyees are gett i n g  $6.55 an 
hour .  They seem to be c o m p et i n g  q u ite wel l i n  t h ose 
h otels in t h i s  prov i nce w here t h ey are pay i n g  a decent 
wage a n d  so,  in tota l ,  i t  seems to me that there is no 
necessity today to ask for p u b l i c  hear ings to deter
m i ne a q u est i o n  w h i c h  we have al ready as the  e lected 

peop le  i n  t h is prov ince dec ided .  

MR.  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye) :  Mr .  
Speaker ,  I have  a q uest i o n  to the M i n ister  of F i nance 
and  t h e  M i n ister of Labour .  I wonder  i f  h e  cou ld  te l l 
the  H o use, i n  l i g h t  of the  record u ne m p loyment l evels 
we're fac i n g  in t h is p rovi n ce,  the problems in the  gar
ment  i n d ustry and many other  related i n d ust r ies, I 
wonder  if he cou ld  tel l the  peop le  of M a n itoba 
whether  h e  w i l l  be rem o v i n g  t h e  sa les tax o n  items 
such as c l ot h i n g  pu rchased in the  Prov i n ce of Man i
toba to t ry  and  sti m u l ate some m o re consumer spend
ing i n  t h at part icu la r  f ie ld ,  as I u n derstan d  many of the 
garment people are now faced w i th  fa ir ly l arge i nven
tor ies and  are p robably g o i n g  to be faced with more 
l ayoffs. I wonder if the M i n ister is g o i n g  to be red u c i n g  
sales t a x  to t r y  and h e l p  st i m u l ate the eco n o m i c  struc
t u re i n  the  Prov ince of M a n itoba.  

MR.  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of F i nance.  

MR.  SCHROEDER:  I ' m  s u re the  honourab le  m e m ber 
k n ows t h at the  t ime for b u dgetary d iscuss ion  is at the 
t ime the B u dget is brought down. I shou l d  point out  i f  
the honourab le mem ber is concerned about  i n c reased 
e m p l oyment  in the prov i nce that there w i l l  be, in fact, 
a wage m u lt i p l i e r  effect from the annou ncement of 
the m i n i m u m  wage i n c rease: t h at is ,  the peop le  who 
get  t h ose i ncreased m i n i m u m  wages are  go ing  to be 
spe n d i n g  them on  t h i ngs l i ke food,  c l oth i n g  a n d  she l 
ter t h at they d i dn ' t  h ave t h e  m oney for before we had 
the i n c rease. I wou l d  suggest to the  h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber t h at he  j ust take h is t i m e  and wait  unt i l  t he  
B u dget comes down .  
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M R .  BANMAN: I n  l i gh t  of the  act i o n ,  the  e lect i o n  
prom ises that t h is govern ment was g o i n g  to m ove a n d  
make t h i n gs h a p p e n ,  I ' d  l i ke to rem i n d  the  M i n ister o f  
Labou r  t h at we a r e  fac i n g  record u n e m p l oyment  l ev
els. Th e  m i n i m u m  wage d oesn't  h e l p  anybody that's 
u ne m p l oyed . Peop le  need jobs and I am wonder i ng  if 
he  c o u l d  i nform th is  H o use, Mr. Speaker,  the q u esti o n  
w h i c h  is o n  everybody's m i n d ,  s ince  we h ave these 
record h i g h  u n e m p l oyment  rates, w h at is t h is  gov
ernment  g o i n g  to do  to a l lev iate some of that prob
l e m ?  In other words, when is i t  g o i n g  to b r i n g  i ts 
B u d g et down? 

M R .  SCHROEDER:  M r. Speaker,  I don ' t  h ave a copy 
here of the e lect ion propaganda that the Tor ies g ave 
us in 1 977,  but  I reca l l  a n u m ber  of the prom ises they 
made about  a br ight  futu re for M anitoba: we wou ld  
have  m o re popu lat ion :  we w o u l d  have  ba lanced 
b u d g ets, that type of t h i n g .  We have been in power 
now for  fou r-and-a-ha l f  m onths and d u ri n g  t h at t i m e  
we h ave beg u n  to i m p lement  o u r  prom ises. The  hon
o u rab le  member  asks about what we h ave done  to 
assist i n  terms of u n e m p l oyment ,  what we are doing i n  
t h is p rov i nce.  We a r e ,  for i nstance,  i n  a p rocess -
you 've h eard the a n n o u n cement w i th  respect to C C I L  
a few d ays ago,  a few weeks ago.  W e  are provid i n g  
m oney so that f i rm can cont i n u e  i n  busi n ess. W e  h ave 
prov ided funds for the Credit  U n i o n  m ovement ;  we 
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have provided funds for those M a n itobans who are 
suffer ing  most from h i gh interest rates i n-the area of 
ho meowners, sma l l  bus iness people, farmers aga i n .  
J ust wi th i n  the l ast few weeks, w e  prov ided m o re 
Capita l  funds  i n  order to loan m o n ey at reasonab le  
i nterest rates to the farm popu lat ion  i n  t h i s  prov i n ce 
and  that is another area that the  Oppos i t ion  wel l 
knows is one of the back bones of o u r  economy.  The  
honourab le  mem ber is  tal k i n g  about  o u r  e lect i o n  
com m i tments, suggest i n g  somehow t h a t  we are n ot 
mov ing  towards fu l f i l l i n g  them.  I am g i v i n g  h i m  j u st a 
s m a l l  exa m p l e  of what we have a l ready ach ieved.  We 
are movi ng ,  M r. Speaker, towards the i m p lementat i o n  
o f  o u r  e lect ion promises, but u n l i ke the u n f u l f i l l ed  
e lect ion  pro m i ses of the  Tor ies  of 1 977,  we h ave 
th ree-and-a-ha l f  years l eft to c o m p l ete o u r  p ro m i ses. 

MR. BANMAN: I wonder . i f  the M i nister of Labou r  
cou ld  conf i rm that s ince  h i s  ad m i n i st rat ion  has taken 
over ,  we have had an i n c reased record n u m ber of 
bus inesses go  ban k r u pt and that we now have the  
h i g hest u n e m p l oyment  rates that  the provi nce has  
had i n  many many years. 

MR. SCHROEDER:  M r. S peaker,  I had occas ion  to 
meet with some bus iness peop le  from Western M a n i 
t o b a  on  Fr iday.  T h e y  presented m e  w i th  some stat is
t i cs that showed that in M a n itoba in the year, 1 98 1 , 
persona l  ban kruptc ies were t h ree t i mes as h i g h  as 
they were i n  other parts of Western Canada,  t h ree 
t i mes as h i g h  u nder  the  Tory reg i me.  Now, M r. 
S peaker,  peop le  don 't wal k  to the  l ine of bankru ptcy 
the  m i n ute t here is  a change  in govern ment .  It takes a 
lot  of t ime  a n d  the people  who are i n  f inanc ia l  d i ffi
c u lty now are the peop le  who were in f i nanc ia l  d i ff i
c u lty when that g r o u p  was in power. They were i n  
f inanc ia l  d i ff icu lty th ree years ago,  two-and-a-ha l f  
years ago, when the M e m ber  for Transcona when h e  
was s i tt i ng  o n  that s ide  w a s  tal k i n g  a b o u t  ass istance 
for homeowners and bus iness people wi th  respect to 
i nterest rates. What d i d  they do? They voted i t  down .  
They bro u g ht noth i n g  i n  when the  Joe  C lark govern
ment was i n  and bro u g ht in the  h i g hest i nterest rates 
we had k nown s ince  the war. That was the type of 
operat ion  we have had to come and try to rect ify. 

We had prob lems.  The peop le  of M a n itoba recog
n ized in Nove m ber  of 1 981  that we had prob lems,  that 
group wasn't  g o i n g  to dea l  wi th  those prob lems and  
they needed a new government  to deal  wi th  them.  

MR.  BAN MAN: M r. S peaker,  I go  back to my quest ion  
with  regard to the  sa les  tax  and  the  B u dget .  A l l  we are 
hear ing from the M i n i ster i s  a b u n c h  of rhetor ic t ry i n g  
to just i fy h is  i n act ion  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  and ,  M r. S peaker,  t h e  
p u b l i c  record shows very c l ear ly that these b u n c h  of 
band its across the way here rose to power on prom
ises which they are not fu l f i l l i n g .  

M r .  Speaker,  I have another m i n ute-an d-a-ha l f  to 
rep ly to the Member for . . . 

M R . SPEAKER: Order  p l ease,  o rder  p l ease. T h e  
H o n o u rab le  Govern ment House Leader o n  a po int  o f  
order. 

POINT OF ORDER 

HON.  ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): A po int  of 

order,  the H o n o u rab le  Member for La Vere n d rye says 
he has a m i n ute-and-a-ha l f  to rep ly .  This i s  not a 
q u est i o n  of rep l y i ng: th i s  is q u est ion per io d .  -
( I nterject ion)- N o ,  he says he has another m i n ute
and-a-ha l f  to rep l y  and I am ask i n g  you to r u l e  that 
th i s  is not a case where a member can stan d  u p  and  
rep ly  to an answer  g iven to a q u est i o n .  H e  may ask a 
supp lementary q u est ion,  but it m ust be a q uest ion .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber  for Fort 
G arry. 

MR. S H E R MAN: On the same po in t  of order ,  the 
G overn ment H ouse Leader  has no  po int  of order  
whatsoever o n  the  bas is  of the  exchange that has 
taken p l ace i n  t h i s  q u est ion per iod th is  afternoon and  
some others,  I m i g ht say. The Government H ouse 
Leader says th is i s  q u est ion period; i t' s  a lso answer 
per iod,  S i r . I f  h e  wants to t ime and  m easu re the  non
a nswers that have been c o m i n g  from the M i n ister of 
Labo u r  to leg i t i mate quest ions and then try to put that 
case, it won 't sel l ,  it won't was h ,  we won 't buy i t ,  nor  
w i l l  the  pub l ic ,  M r. S peaker.  I f  the  M i n ister of Labou r 
is g o i n g  to d u c k  the  q u est i o n  and  skate a l l  a ro u n d  the  
issue and t ry  to obfuscate the who le  m atter w i th  rhe
tor ic  that is not relevant,  then  the M e m ber  for  La 
Verend rye and every other member in this House has 
a r igh t  to be def i n i t ive in the i r  q u est ions and to set the 
stage for a q u est i o n  that w i l l  h opefu l l y  extract some 
i nformation f rom the M i n i ster. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  G overnment H ouse 
Leader to the same po int of order .  

MR. PEN N E R :  On the same point of order ,  I wou ld  
ask you ,  M r. Speaker ,  to ru le  whether  or  not  a m e m ber 
hav i n g  asked a q u est i o n  and received a n  answer ,  may 
then  s i m p l y  make a statement i n  reply ,  or  whether 
t hey're l i m i ted to a su pp lementary q uest ion .  I wou l d  
a s k  y o u  t o  r u l e  on  t hat. 

M R .  SPEAKER: I t h a n k  both mem bers for the i r  com
ments .  They  are  q u i te r ight  i n  not ing  that t h i s  i s  q u es
t ion  per iod ,  a n d  I wou l d  rem i n d  a l l  members that t h i s  
is  q u est ion per iod and a s k  a l l  mem bers to govern 
themselves accord i n g ly.  

The H o n o u rab le  Member for La Verendrye. 
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M R .  BANMAN: M r. S peaker,  I t hank  you for t h ose 
words. I come back to my q uest i o n ,  after fou r  m i n utes 
of answers, and I wou l d  ask the M i n i ster when he's 
g o i n g  to br i ng  down the B u dget, w h i c h  w i l l  hopefu l l y  
g o  ahead a n d  prov i d e  some re l ief i n  the  sales tax  f ie ld  
for peop le  i n  the  Prov ince of Man itoba, so we can 
st i m u late some of the i n d ustr ies which are now fac i n g  
record u ne m p l oyment  leve ls .  

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of F i n a n ce.  

M R .  SCHROEDER: Soon,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for M o rr is .  

M R .  CLAYTON MANN ESS (Morris): Thank you ,  M r. 
S peaker.  I ' d  l i k e  to add ress my q u est i o n  to the M i n is
ter of Natural  Resou rces. 
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I understand it is the government's i ntention to 
meet with officials from the m u nicipal it ies and the 
towns to the south tomorrow afternoon for the pur
pose of discussi ng funding proportions regard ing the 
Valley d i kes, and I 'm wonderi ng if the Min ister could 
tel l  us whether it  is the government's intention to 
assess towns or m u n icipalit ies at 1 . 5 percent of Capi
tal cost-fee formula  for maintenance. 

In the case of Morris, I represent some $45,000 per 
year simply for the maintenance of that d i ke. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. 

l-ION. AL MACKLING (St. James): M r. Speaker, it is 
-l1ot my i ntention to discuss the d iscussions I will have 
with representatives from the towns here unt i l  those 
d iscussions have taken place. 

MR. MANNESS: Can the M i n ister then ind icate 
whether a detai led analysis has been performed so as 
to determine the true costs of mai ntai n ing  d i kes, or 
are these percentage est imates the latest of which I 've 
heard being 1 .5 percent, or were they just s imply 
shots i n  the dark? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr.  Speaker, in  my d iscussions 
with representatives of the communities, I will be act
t:lg on the best advice avai lable to me.

�� R .  S P E A K E R :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for 
M i n nedosa. 

M FI. DAVID R.  (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa): Thank 
you,  Mr .  Speaker .  My question is to the M i n ister of 
M u n icipal Affairs. 

I wonder if he could inform the House if the appl ica
tions for funding on their Main Street-Man itoba Pro
gram and the cover ing regu lations and g u ideli nes 
have now been f inal ized and have gone out to the 
mun icipal ities. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Mun ici
pal Affairs. 

MR. ADAM: No, Mr. Speaker, they have not been 
f inal ized at th is  point in time: Whi le I'm on my feet, M r. 
Speaker, the Acting M i n ister of M unici pal Affairs took 
a question as notice from the Member for Swan R iver, 
and I would like to reply to that question if I may. 

The quest ion was whether the termi nations of the 
previous M u n i cipal  Board had been terminated, and I 
would advise the member that as of M arch 30th ,  al l  the 
members of the M u n i ci pal Board, the terms were ter
minated. Six new board members have been appoi nted 
and form ul ized and there are further appointments to 
be made, M r. Speaker, and they wi l l  be f inal ized, I 
expect, within the next week or two. 

MR. BLAKE: Back to my fi rst question, Mr. Speaker, 
could the Min ister maybe advise when these appl ica
tions wil l  be going forward to the municipal authorities. 

MR. A DAM: M r. Speaker, I am hoping to have the 
program, a l l  the parameters of it, and the condit ions 
involved with the program should be avai lable before 
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the end of the month. 

MR. BLAKE: It's a good answer, M r. Speaker. 
I have a quest ion for the M i n ister of I nd ustry and 

Com merce. I wonder if she could inform the House if 
she has had communication or meet ings with Mani
toba Pool  Elevators i n  relat ion to the rebui ld ing of the 
Pool Livestock Yards in  the City of Brandon. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of Eco
nomic Development. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr.  Speaker, we have been in  tele
phone com m u n ication with them, but the M i n ister of 
Agriculture is taking the lead on that. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHER MAN: M r. Speaker, my question is to the 
Honourable M i n ister of Health. I would ask h i m  
whether he h a s  issued a proposal to t h e  M an itoba 
Medical Association, either through h is  office or  the 
Manitoba Health Services Commission, to return to 
the bargai n ing table on fee sched u le negotiations. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M inister of Health. 

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): No, 
Mr.  Speaker, I haven't been i nformed officially of the 
decision of the MMA. I haven't received anything; I've 
just read the paper and I d on't intend to do anything 
unt i l  I receive an official notificat ion from them. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr.  Speaker, can the Honourable 
Min ister advise the House whether he is,  in fact, pre
pared to resume barga in ing o n  the fee schedu le i nde
pendent of the discussions with respect to the binding 
arbitration proposal, which seems to be the s u b
stance of news reports emanati ng from the M MA 
meeting over the weekend? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, I 've always said that 
th is is exactly what we wanted, to have i ndependent 
bargain ing ,  and then this first question of b ind ing 
arbitrat ion ,  but this is not  the sole issue here now.  I f  
the information that I receive from read ing the news 
report, if  they are going to go on some strike or partial 
strike, that's something else, and this is  someth ing 
we' l l  have to look at ,  but as I sa id  earl ier,  I 'd want  to 
see what the official position is and I ' l l  wait unti l  I 
receive that from the M MA. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Consu
mer and Corporate Affairs. 

MR. KOSTYRA: Yes, M r. Speaker, I received a ques
tion about a week ago from the Honourable Member 
for St. Norbert with respect to the g rant to the Logan 
Commu nity Comm ittee, and I ind icated at that t ime, I 
believe the additional grant was in the nei g h bourhood 
of $ 1 7,000, and I would endeavour to let him k now the 
exact amount of the g rant and report that the grant is 
i n  the sum of $1 7,500.00. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  

in

M
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Stu rgeon Creek. 

MR.  JOH NSTON: M r. Speaker,  my q u est ion i s  to the 
Minister of Labour.  Has the M i n i ster of Labour had 
any d iscussion with the H o n o u rab le  Federa l  M i n i ster  
of  E m p l oyment  a n d  I m m i g rat i o n ,  or  wi th  anybody 
that  was a mem ber of  the C o m m iss ion that was put  
together to s tudy  hav ing  an Aerospace Tec h n o l ogy 
Centre i n  the Prov i n ce of  M a n itoba? Has  he had any 
d iscuss ion with any of  those peop le  regard i n g  that 
centre com i n g  to M a n itoba? 

MR.  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Labour.  

MR.  SCHROEDER:  Yes, Mr .  Speaker.  

MR.  JOHNSTON: M r. Speaker ,  i s  the - and I appre
c iate the d i rect q u est ion and a nswer, M r. Speaker.  I t 's  
very refresh i n g  to have that happen after so many 
months .  M r. Speaker ,  I wonder if the M i n ister after 
hav i n g  had th ose d iscuss i o n s  with  o n e  o r  the other ,  
and he m i g ht te l l  m e  which one ,  the-M i n ister or  the  
gent lemen i n  charg e  of the study ,  w h at the status i s  
regard i n g  that Aerospace Tech n o l ogy Centre bei n g  
b u i l t  i n  Man itoba. I mean a very large b u i l d i ng e m p l oy
ing people and trai n i n g  Man itobans and other peop le  
f rom a l l  parts of  Canada.  I s  i t  com i n g  to Man itoba? 

MR. SCHROEDER:  M r. Speaker,  I wou l d  hope j ust as 
the honourab le  m e m ber  d oes that i t  w i l l  come to 
Man itoba. I g i ve any ass u rances but I can say that I 
have spoken with  an i nd i v i d ua l  from the g ro u p  h e  
refers to and  I have s p o k e n  w i t h  the M i n i ster w i t h  
respect to the  matter as wel l .  As the  h o n o u ra b l e  
mem ber knows i t  i s  with i n  t h e  area o f  the Federal  
Government to make that dec is ion  and,  as the member  
knows, there are ,  u nfortu nate ly ,  mem bers of  the Fed
eral Par l i ament from other p rovi nces who are a lso 
lobby i n g  and  that i s  one  of the facts of l ife. 

MR. JOH N STON: M r. Speaker, a f i na l  s u p p lemen
tary. As the  M i n ister is  aware, the report c l ear ly  
reco m mended that come to M a n itoba, and  because of 
the Federal  Quebec Caucus ,  i t  has been stopped 
because they fee l  i t  shou ld g o  to Quebec. H as the  
M i n i ster made h i s  feel i ngs very c lear  to the  M i n ister of 
Man power a n d  I m m i g rat i o n ,  a n d  even t h e  Pr ime M i n 
ister o f  Canada,  i f  n ecessary, that s h o u l d  come t o  
Man itoba a s  recom mended? 

MR.  S C H R O E D E R: I have made i t  very c l ear  to the  
M i n i ster of  E m p loyment ;  I have  n ot made if c lear  to 
the  Pr i m e  M i n i ster a l though  we certa i n ly cou l d  d o  so.  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n oura b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Lakes ide .  

M R .  E N N S: M r. Speaker ,  I d i rect a q u est i o n  to the  
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of  H i g hways. My q u est i o n  to the  
H o n o u ra b l e  M i n ister of  H i g h ways i s  why has h e  
she lved and put  as ide  a l l  the  reconstruct ion  p l a n s  f o r  
Prov inc ia l  R oad N o .  5 1 8  w h i c h  runs b y  my ranch?  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  
of H i g h ways. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (lac Du Bonnet): M r. Speaker, 
I have to a d m i t  that I ' m  not aware that 5 1 8  runs by the 
former  M i n i ster's ran c h ,  and  I 'm also not sure why it 's 
she lved ,  i f  i t  i s  she lved . I 'd have to take that q u est i o n  
a s  not ice.  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

MR.  SPEAKER: The Hon o u rab le G overnment H ouse 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER:  M r. Speaker,  before I ask you to ca l l 
the  B u s i n ess of the H ouse, the government bus i ness,  
I wou l d  l i ke to rem i n d  mem bers that the R u les Com
m i ttee w i l l  be meet i n g  tomorrow at  10  a . m .  i n  R o o m  
2 5 5 ;  and  that o n  T h u rsday o f  th is  week the C o m m ittee 
o n  Pr iv i l eges and E lect ions w i l l  be meet i n g  at 1 0  a . m .  
i n  Room 255. 

MR. SPEAKER: I thank the Honourab le  G overn ment  
House Leader. 

Does the Honourab le  M e m ber for V i rden h ave a 
po int  of order? 

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Could I ask a q u es
t ion  of the Honourab le  G overn ment House Leader 
w i th  respect to the R u l es C o m m ittee tomorrow morn
ing? Wi l l  there by any peop le  f rom the media who are 
c harged with  the respons i b i l ity for the telev is ion cov
erage of the C h a m ber:  Wi l l  they be at the R u les 
C o m m ittee M eet i n g  tomorrow morn i n g ?  

M R .  P E N N E R :  I h ave n o  way o f  know i n g ,  I d o n ' t  k n ow 
why they ' re n ot here today. Perhaps someone can te l l  
us where they ' re l ost ,  o r  why they're l ost, o r  for how 
long they w i l l  be l ost. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

ADDRESSES FOR PAPERS 
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M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
R o b l i n-R usse l l .  

M R .  J .  WALLY McKENZI E (Roblin-Russell): M r. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the Honourable Mem ber 
from R h i ne land :  

THAT a n  h u m b l e  add ress be voted to Her  H o n o u r  
the  Lieutenant-Governor  p ray i n g  f o r  cop ies o f  a l l  cor
respondence between the M i n ister respons ib le  for 
C o - o p e rat i v e  Deve l o p m e n t  and M A NC O  s i n c e  
Novem ber 3 0 ,  1 981 , perta i n i n g  t o  the poss i b l e  s a l e  of 
M A NCO surp lus  cheese stocks stored at MANCO 
p lants i n  Man i toba. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
R o b l i n-Russel l .  

M R .  McKENZIE: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. Speaker.  I m ove, 
seco nded by the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for R h i ne land: 

THAT an h u m b l e  add ress be voted to Her  H o n o u r  
the  L ieutenant-Governor o f  Man itoba pray i n g  for 
cop ies of al l  correspondence between the M i n ister of 
Economic  Development and M A NCO since Novem ber 
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30, 1 98 1 , perta i n i ng to the poss ib le  sa le of MANCO 
surp lus  cheese stocks stored a t  M A N C O  p lants i n  
Man i toba.  

. 
MOTION presented and carried. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
R o b l i n-Russe l l .  

MR.  McKENZI E: M r. Speaker,  I move, seconded b y  
the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  f o r  M i n nedosa: 

THAT a n  h u m bl e  add ress be voted to Her  Honou r 
the L ieutenant-Governor of M a n itoba pray i ng for 
cop ies of a l l  correspondence between the M i n ister of 
Agric u l t u re and M A N C O  s i nce November 30, 1 98 1 , 
perta i n i ng to the  poss i b l e  sa le of M A N C O  surp lus  
cheese stocks stored at  MANCO p lants i n  Man itoba.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. PENNER:  I was goi ng speak to that m ot ion .  

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  Member  for V i rde n  
on a po int  o f  order? 

MR.  G RAHAM: O n  a point of order .  I f  the h o n o u rab le  
m e m be r  w ishes to s peak to the mot ion i t  s h o u l d  be 
transferred for a debate. 

MR. PENNER:  . . .  i f  you'd wait for  i t ,  I ' m  not opposing 
the  mot ion ,  I j ust want to make i t  c lear  t h at w i th  the 
oth e r  two I 've had a chance to confer ,  M r. Speaker,  
with the  M i n isters in q u est ion .  The M i n ister for Agri
cu l tu re is  not in the House and  I 'm not in a pos i t ion to 
make the same u n de rtak i ng with the M i n ister for 
Agric u l t u re not being in the H ouse. I wou l d  s i mp ly  l i ke 
to say t h at it wou l d  to t h i s  s ide  of t h e  House be agreed 
subj ect on ly  - wel l ,  the obv ious cond i t ion  of cou rse, 
i f  there is  any,  but  t h at need not hard ly b e  said ,  but  
that i f  there i s ,  i t  w i l l  be  a q u est i o n  of whether  any of i t  
is p r i v i l eged b u t  s u bject o n l y  to that ,  we w o u l d  agree 
on th i s  s ide  of the H ouse.  

MR. SPEAKER:  I f  that matter i s  agreed to .  

ORDER FOR RETURN - N O .  8 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber  for V i rden 's 
Order for Return .  

MR.  G RAHAM: Thank  you , Mr .  S peaker .  I beg to 
move, seconded by the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for 
Tuxedo: 

THAT a n  order of the H ouse d o  issue for a retu rn 
show i ng the  fo l l o w i ng i nformat i o n ,  as of the  d ate of 
acceptance of the O rd er: 

( 1 )  The  locat ion  of each parcel  of l and  owned by 
MACC for wh ich  one-year l eases h ave been issued for 
the year 1 982. 

(2) The names and add resses of each of the suc
cessfu l b idders o n  each parcel  w here tenders h ave 
been ca l led .  

(3)  The names and  add resses of each of the suc
cessfu l  l essees for each parcel where tenders h ave 
not been cal led .  

(4) The names a n d  add resses of t h e  h ighest b i d d e r  

f o r  e a c h  parcel where tenders have been ca l led .  
(5) A copy of the tender form used i n  each case. 
(6) The amount  of rent paid for each parcel 

(a) where tenders have been ca l led ;  and  
( b) where tenders have  not been  ca l led  . 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le G overnment  House 
Leader .  

MR. PENNER:  Accept the O rder .  

ADJO URNED DEBATE - CROW RATE 

MR.  SPEAKER:  The Honourab le Government House 
Leader. 
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MR.  PENNER: M r. Speaker,  wou l d  you p lease ca l l  the  
adjou rned d ebate o n  the  p ro posed mot ion  of the M i n
ister for T ransport sta n d i ng i n  the  name of t h e  
Mem ber for  R o b l i n- Russe l l ?  

MR.  SPEAKE R :  O n  the  p roposed resolu t ion  of the  
Honourab le  M i n ister of G overn ment  Services, stand
ing in  the name of the  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for 
R o b l i n-R usse l l .  

The  Honourable M e m ber f o r  R o b l in-Russel l .  

M R .  McKENZIE:  Thank  y o u .  M r. S peaker, I we lcome 
the opport u n ity to make a contr i but ion  to the  resol u 
t i o n  put forth by the  H ighways and Transport M i n ister 
o n  a s u bject t h at i s  extreme ly  i mportant and deserves 
the fu l l  attent ion  of not  on ly  t h i s  H ouse but, I daresay, 
everybody across Canada.  It 's a s u bject, Mr. S peaker ,  
that has gained  the  attent ion  recent ly  of the  po l i t ica l  
part i es of th is  country moreso than I would have 
hoped.  I wou l d  have thought  that maybe the farm 
com m u n ity and the gra i n  f i rms and those that are 
d i rect ly i nterested in the grai n i n dustry, and t h e  
farmers, cou l d  h ave resolved t hat m atter of the  C row,  
but i t  appears that now i t  has got i nto the  po l i t i ca l  
arena ,  a n d  once i t 's  arr ived in  the  po l i t ica l  arena,  I 
certa i n l y  feel sorry for the C row.  

M r. Speaker ,  there a re ream s  a n d  reams of words 
and docu mentat ion  and  papers t h at h ave been put  on 
the record of this country o n  this i m portant s u bj ect 
matter, and it's a very d iffi c u l t  t h i ng to d ebate because 
of the fact that the p l ayers, t h·e stat ist ics ,  the econom
ics and  everyth i ng that's related to the  Crow c hanges 
a l m ost o n  a d a i l y  basis from day to day. One o n l y  has 
to l ook at the p ress release t h at came out in Sat u r
day's Free P ress of the  l atest words of the  C h ief  Con
su ltant ,  Dr .  C l ay G i lson ,  who i s  cond uct i ng t hose 
hear i ngs in our great c ity and our great prov i nce to 
i n d icate how t h i ngs are changi ng, how the d ebate is 
changing, and the who le  concept ion related to t h e  
Crow matter has c o m e  about .  But ,  at l east, M r. C h a i r
man ,  I am sat i sf ied and I am s u re every m e m b e r  i n  o u r  
caucus i s  sat isf ied .  

I f  the H o n o u ra b l e  Jean-Luc Pep i n ,  t h e  M i n i ster  of 
Transport ,  wants t h i s  matter to be h a n d l e d  a n d  
hand led  s k i l l f u l l y  by some of t h e  m o re l earned people 
i n  the  f ie ld  of agr icu l ture i n  th is  prov i nce,  h e  cou l d n 't 
have p icked a better person than  Dr .  G i l son ,  ab ly  
supported by D r. Tyrc h n i ew i cz as wel l ,  as I u n de r-
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stahd it ,  wtio is putt i n g  h i s  contr ibut ions  i nto the hear
i ngs and a i d i ng D r. G i lson. 

As I sa id in my remarks earl i e r  in the  d ebates in t h i s  
H ouse, M r. Speaker,  and  I q uestioned several M i n is
ters in th i s  g overn ment w h o  are s i tt i n g  across the 
room from us if ,  in  fact ,  th is  !iJOVern m ent and other 
governments ac ross th is  country are n ot p repared to 
stand  up and defy t h i s  d o u b l e  d i g i t  i nf lat ion that we 
face in th i s  cou ntry,  the C row i s  mea n i n g l ess. The 
C row is  mean i n g less,  because if we can't  poss ib ly  
show more i n it i at ives than we h ave u p  to now i n  deal
ing with  d o u b l e  d i g it i nf lat ion and the h i g h  i nterest 
rates that the  farmers are fac i n g  in t h i s  cou ntry today, 
I d o n 't see that the farm i n d ustry w i l l  need a transpor
tat ion  system because they' l l  l i ke ly  be a l l  out  of bus i 
n ess. I t  concerns m e  th.at m o re a n d  m ore m e mbers o n  
the  govern ment  s ide  h aven ' t  c o m e  out  a n d  s h o w n  us 
some of the pos i t ive i n d i cators that they h ave in  the i r  
T reas u ry Ben ches,  that they  are  p repared to stan d  u p  
a n d  attack inflat i o n  to hel p t h e  g r a i n  i n d ustry, a n d  t o  
h e l p  the  farmers i n  t h i s  m ost d iffic u lt p l i g ht that t hey 
are fac ing  today. 

I h ave raised t hat about t h ree or fou r  t i mes i n  my 
contr i but ion to th i s  Chamber  s ince the sess ion  started , 
M r. Speaker ,  a n d  as I sta n d  h e re today,  I don ' t  have 
anyth i ng to ass u re m e  that the government  is, in fact, 
even look i n g  at i nf lat i o n  because, as I 've sa id ,  I ra ised 
the  art ic le  and  the remarks of M r. Lorne H e h n ,  the  new 
Pres ident  of the  U n ited G ra i n  G rowers, and he raised 
that su bject matter in Rossburn  spea k i n g  at a de le
gates' m eeti n g  a n d  that ,  of cou rse, concerns m e. 

M r. Speaker,  I wou l d  t h i n k  i n  o u r  contr i but io n  to 
this s u bject m atter that the  Ottawa proposa l ,  as i t  has 
been p laced before the farmers in Western Canada,  is 
not acceptab l e. I t  i s  n ot accepta b l e  and the reasons 
are many. I d o n 't t h i n k  very very few, if any, in the west 
trust the Govern ment of Canada that's in Ottawa 
today - and why s h o u l d  we trust them with readjust
ing the C row rate? Because we o n l y  have to l ook  back 
at the  h i stor ic  c h a i n  of events that has taken p lace i n  
o u r  g reat count ry i n  t h e  l ast year-an d-a-ha lf  o r  two 
years to see what damage and severe econ o m i c  p rob
lems that g overn ment  i n  Ottawa h as c reated for us i n  
t h e  west, a n d  that ,  o f  cou rse, i n c l udes t h e  farmers and 
the gra in  i n d ust ry. So why at t h i s  l ate hour  wou l d  we 
as westerners ,  o r  the  farmers espec ia l l y  in the whole 
farm i n d ustry, t rust the Federal  Govern ment when 
they come and lay papers o n  a tab le ,  cap in h a n d ,  and 
say,  we're g o i n g  to f i na l l y  take a look at the  C row rate 
and try and he l p so lve the transportat ion  prob lems 
that we have faced in th is  country.f o r  decades. 

M r. Speaker ,  I ' m  wonder i ng  about  where the  
mem bers o pposi te s i t  w i th  regard to the  posit i o n  that 
one  of the g reat g ra i n g iants of our country ,  a farmers' 
co-operat ive ,  the U n ited G ra i n  G rowers, the pos i t ion 
that they h ave taken on  the matters of the C row? I 'm 
wonder i n g  where the  govern ment stands with  rela
t ion  to Whe re t h e  Pool  E l evators, another farm co
o perative, tiu g e  mem bers h i p  in t h i s  p rov i n ce,  w here 
they have taken the posit i o n  that they have taken on 
the C row? I ' m  wonder i n g ,  M r. Speaker, where the 
g overn ment stands with regard to the o i l  crus h i n g  
ihdustry w h i c h  i s  so d e a r  a n d  n e a r  to my const i tuency 
i n  B i rt le- R usse l l  and  the new cru s h i n g  p lant  at Har
rowby, and q uest ions  raised i n  the  House the  other  
day by myself  a n d  the  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber for M orr is 

i n d i cate to me,  M r. Speaker,  that th is government  has 
done l i tt le of any study  o n  that su bject m atter. M r. 
Speaker, I ' m  wonder i n g  about the  f u l l  deve lopment  of 
the Port of C h u rch i l l ,  a n d  what p lans  that th i s  g ov
ernment and the M i n i sters opposite have to add to the 
th rust of  the  former M i n ister of Agr icu l ture and that 
govern ment  who had dohe so m u c h  to promote and 
develop the Port of  C h u rch i l l ?  

S o ,  M r. Speaker,  w e  welcome t h e  opport u n ity here 
what D r. G i lson w i l l  b r i n g  i n  h i s  report when he br ings  
i t  i n  on  May 3 1 st. I don ' t  k n ow what l i ke ly  w i l l  be, 
a l though Sat u rday's ed i t ion  of the Free Press g ives us 
some i n d icat i o n  of w hat D r. G i l son  may offer as a 
so l ut ion  to i t ,  but  when h e  takes that resol ut i o n  back 
to Ottawa is when I get scared. A n d  I ra ise my f lag 
today and  I te ll_ the  farmers of Western Canada, and 
te l l  th i s  H o u se:  beware, beware, because that gov
ern ment that's i n  Ottawa today has a reason to be 
good to us i n  Western Canada. The reasdti§ are q u ite 
s i m p l e  because we d o n 't have any rep resentatio n  
west o f  the C ity o f  Wi n n i peg. 

So,  Mr. Speaker ,  on February the 8th when  the  
M inister of  Transport ,  M r. Pep i n ,  made a m aj o r  p o l i cy 
statement o n  western rai l  transportatio n  on behalf  of 
the L iberal g overnment  i n  t h i s  fa i r  c i ty,  o u r  capita l  
c i ty ,  to the  effect that the  g overnment  proposes sub
stant ial ly to alter an h i stor ic and  statutory prov is ion 
w h i c h  affects not o n l y  the prod u cers of  Canada,  but  
the who le  economy of Western Canada,  the i m p l ica
t ions  of that became very c lear  to me,  and they are 
enormous. At the outset, I wou ld  say, M r. Speaker, 
that we p rotest in the strongest way poss i b l e  the fact 
that the M i n ister came to make that a n n o u n cement  
outs ide the House of  Commons. Why would the M i n
ister of Transport n ot make that statement i n  the 
House of  Com mons? Was he afra i d  of  the q u est ions  
that w o u l d  be ra ised?  Was he afraid of  the debate that 
wou ld  be raised by the  mem bers of the Opposit io n  i n  
Ottawa a t  t h e  t i me ,  o r  what were the reasons ,  M r. 
Speaker? That is a matter of v i ta l  i m portance,  n ot on ly  
to Western Canada ,  to a l l  Canada,  the  fact that the  
a n n o u ncement wasn ' t  made i n  Parl iament. I wou l d  
have thought ,  M r. Speaker, that the M i n ister wou l d  
have a t  l east t h e  c o m m o n  decency a n d  c o m m o n  
s e n s e  to stan d  i n  h i s  p l ace i n  Par l iament  and make h i s  
a n n o u ncement and  h e  w o u l d  h ave been ava i l ab le  for 
q u estio n i n g  by the  mem bers that were s itt i n g  in the 
House of C o m m o ns. 

So it appears to me ,  M r. Speaker, that Par l iament  
and parl iamentary comm ittees are go ing  to be i g n o red 
i n  th is p rocess and t h is debate that is  taking p lace 
with regard to thi s  i m portant m atter. I t  a lso appears to 
m e  as I stan d  before you today, M r. Speaker, in the 
n ext fou r  to f ive to s ix  months,  a back room deal  w i l l  
like ly  b e  negot iated i n  pr ivate. I suspect that i s  l i ke ly  
what's go ing to happen. The Parl iament wi l l  stand  i d l y  
by wh ile a g r o u p  appoi nted b y  the  M i n i ster, the M i n is
ter of Transport ,  str i kes up a deal  in camera, a n d  I 
don ' t  t h i n k  that is a fa i r  way to dea l  w i th  the i m portant 
s u bj ect m atter of the  C row because I d o  n ot ttii n k  that 
type of a for u m  can ab ly  hand le  that k i n d  of a m atter, 
M r. Speaker. 

Of course, the  H o n o u rab le Jean-Luc Pep i n  has to ld  
us  and  he 's  to ld  t h e  farmers, i f  we d o n 't l i ke i t  o r  we 
don ' t  agree - what d i d  he say h e  was g o i n g  to do? H e  
said ,  M r. Speaker,  he  i s  g o i n g  to proceed u n i l atera l l y. 
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Now, that agai n ,  we shou ld  p ress the pan i c  button and 
become most concerned when we hear a M i n ister 
from that government  in Ottawa tel l i n g  us  that if we 
don ' t  ag ree, if we don 't l i ne u p ,  he's go ing to g o  u n i l at
eral l y .  I n  other words,  the terms of the ag reement w i l l  
b e  i mposed and  t h e  g overnment w i l l  go  ahead regard
less of what I say here today or  regard l ess of whether  
the M i n ister had put  th i s  reso l ut ion  on  the Order 
Paper o r  n ot o r  regard less of h u nd red of other  t h i ngs ,  
M r. S peaker.  So,  the manner  then ,  M r. Speaker,  i n  
w h i c h  i t  i s  be ing  hand led agai n ,  as  I po in t  out ,  con
cerns  me g reat ly .  

M r. Speaker, I wou l d  th ink  s u re ly  that the M i n ister 
does n ot expect m e m bers in the House of C o m m o n s  
or ,  i n  fact, t h i s  Leg i s l at u re to stand  i d l y  by i n  such  a 
rubber  stam p i n g  process, and  that is why I do con
g ratu l ate the M i n ister of Transport in  th is  p rov i nce for 
putt i n g  th is  reso l ut ion  on  the Order  Paper so that we 
can ,  each  a n d  every o n e  of  us ,  have  a chance to make 
our contr i but ion  a n d  put  i t  i nto the  record . I suppose 
that you c o u l d  say o n  the  other hand ,  as some 
m e m bers h ave sa id ,  that s u re ly h e  does n ot expect the 
farmers of  Canada to accept may I say ,  what,  a p i g  i n  a 
poke ,  s u c h  the m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  m atter has been 
em barked u p o n ,  i m posed u po n .  So, therefore, I h ave 
two cou nts on  this p rocess on  w h i c h  the M i n ister h as 
embarked , two cou nts by w h i c h  it s h o u l d  be rejected 
e m ph at ica l ly ,  M r. Speaker. 

F i rst, i t  s h o u l d  be rejected because he has chosen 
to c i rcumvent the  par l iamentary p rocess which is  so 
near and dear to t h i s  country ,  and thereby deny i n g  
the e lected mem bers o f  Par l i ament an opport u n ity to 
speak a n d  to h ave a say in  what the  C row shou l d  be .  

O n  the  secon d  issue ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  I wou l d  say that I 
be l i eve that the  p rocess s h o u l d  be rejected because i t  
den ies the  food prod u cers, the farmers of  th is  coun
try, t h e i r  leg i t i m ate r igh t  to be heard . Certa in ly ,  Dr .  
G i l son  i s  h o l d i n g  hear i ngs i n  t h i s  c i ty ,  but  I do  not see 
h ow I , as a m e m ber  of t h i s  Leg is lat u re ,  can be heard . I 
do not see how the  Mem ber for Pemb ina  or the  
M e m ber for  M o rr is  can g o  down and  ask to be heard  at  
that forum a n d  let t h e i r  v iews a n d  o p i n i o n s  be p u t  o n  
the record . M r. Speaker ,  they cannot ,  and  so I cannot 
e m phasize too stro n g l y  that the  p o l i cy that is be ing  
i m pl emented a n d  w i l l  h ave a m ost p rofo u n d  effect on  
a l l  t h e  producers of  Canada i s  n ot be i n g  done i n  a fa i r  
a n d  square m a n n er.  S o  there's natura l ly  that the 
farmers and people  l i ke myself h ave fear, anx iety and  
apprehens ion because i t  c o u l d  h ave been  done 
another  way. So I ' m  concerned second ly ,  M r. Speaker,  
because of the way the p o l i cy is  i nvo lv ing  and how the 
leg is la t ion  w i l l  be d rawn up and the  fact that,  as M r. 
Pep i n  sa i d ,  w hether  you l i ke it or n ot ,  he is tak i n g  i t  
back to Ottawa a n d  we wi l l  be fac i n g  h i s  v iews and  
o p i n ions  i n  t h at man ner .  So today, M r. Speaker,  as I 
stand  before you ,  I certa i n l y  warn the M i n i ster of 
Transport that h i s  act ions  and  the way he is cond u ct
i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  is o nly fue l i n g  more f i res of susp ic ion ,  
f i res of  m istrust ,  that ex ist i n  Western Canada today, 
and we certa i n l y  have e n o u g h  of them in Canada 
today with the act ions  of the Govern ment in Canada.  

M r. Speaker ,  I w o u l d  l i ke to deal  br ief ly wi th  the 
main o bject ives of t h e  proposal  that h as been i n t ro
d u ced by Ottawa. F i rst of a ll ,  M r. Speaker, the p ro
posal  to abandon the ex ist i n g  statutory fre ight  rate. It 
c o m m its the government  to a level of f u n d i n g  equa l  to 
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the 1 981 -82 ra i l road-revenue  shortfa l l ,  and  it ca l l s  
upon the  p rod uce rs of  Western Canada to m eet any 
future cost  i n c reases beyon d  the 1 981 -82 s h o rtfa l l  in  
negot iat ions  w i th  t h e  ra i lways. I t  i s  i n terest i n g  to read 
Dr. G i lson 's ,  o r  the s u m m ary that was in Sat u rday's 
ed i t ion  of The Free P ress on t h at s u bject m atter, and I 
was wonder i n g ,  M r. S peaker ,  as I sa id  ear l i e r, w h at 
chance w o u l d  producers h ave to negot iate t h i s  rate 
with the rai l roads? What chance w o u l d  the M i n ister of 
Co-op Development ,  of M u n i c i pa l  Affa i rs ,  have to t ry 
and go a n d  dea l  w i th  the  rai lways on th i s  s u bj ect 
m atter? What chance wou l d  I as an ord i nary c i t izen 
have to go  to deal  with the rai lways? I t  wou l d  be very ,  
very d iff icu l t  i n d eed ,  M r. S peaker.  Large corporat ions  
i n  th is  country h ave t r ied  over  the years i n  an effort to  
ga in  fa i r fre i g ht rate a n d  h ave n ot succeeded .  So that 
is a very ser ious weakness of t h e  proposal that we 
have before us  at th is  t ime,  M r. S peaker,  w i th  regards 
to the C row. 

I h ave h eard people say,  Mr. Speaker, that they 
can n ot accept a f re i g h t  rate structu re w h i c h  w i l l  h ave 
a w ide  open-ended escalat ion  c lause that wou ld  
resu l t  i n  i n c reased charg e  bei n g  put  o n  the backs of 
the producers.  Of course, there are o p i n i o n s  be i ng  
expressed a l l  d i fferent ways  o n  that s u bject m atter, 
but  I w o u l d  say, M r. Speaker, I don't see how I ,  as t h e  
Mem ber f o r  R o b l i n - R u ssel l ,  c a n  accept the removal of 
statuto ry f re i g h t  rate ass u rance u n l ess I have a l l  t h e  
cards o n  the  t a b l e  and k n ow exact ly  what we a re 
g o i n g  to get for t h e  future of o u r  g reat country and we 
are n ot g o i n g  to  get t h at,  M r. S peaker .  I s u ppose,  Mr.  
Speaker ,  t hat w o u l d  h ave the  effect of rel i ev ing  t h e  
ra i lways o f  a cont i n u i ng o b l ig at ion  and sh ift i t  onto 
the backs of the  p rod u ce rs of western Canada and I 
cannot accept that i n  any way, s hape or form .  

The proposal  a lso ,  Mr .  S peaker ,  sets out  to p lace a 
t h i c k  ce i l i n g  o n  f u rther  Federal contr ibut ions ,  a n d  
that wou l d  m e a n  that the  government would b e  
rel ieved o f  any  a d d i t i o n a l  b u rd e n  over and above t h e  
1 98 1 -82 s h o rtfall , w h i l e  the  producers wou l d  be bear
i n g  t h e  b r u n t  of t h e  i nf lat iona ry costs o r  the  c ost 
i ncrease t h at are assoc iated w i t h  the movement of 
grai n ,  the energy  costs, t h e  taxat ion  costs and a l l  t h e  
other costs that g o  w i t h  the system ,  M r. Speaker. 

The oth e r  i nterest i n g  t h i n g ,  Mr. Speaker,  there is a 
sort of a rift i n  t h i s  a rg u ment between two M i n i sters of 
the Federal  G overnment ,  H azen Argue a n d  Pep i n .  
That scares m e  t h at here we h ave t h e  C row bei n g  
pushed i n  t h i s  m a n ner, a nd·yet we know from evi
dence that 's a l ready been p u b l i c ized and words  t h at 
have been spoken ,  t hat those two M i n isters do not 
agree on  t h e  way that th is  s h o u l d  be handled.  So t h at 
a lone s h o u l d  create e n o u g h  u n certa i nty i n  the  m i nds  
of  western farmers and  producers w h o  are  worry i n g  
about t h i s  s u bject m atter that even t w o  M i n isters t h at 
s h o u l d  be i n  a pos i t ion  to agree, t hey can't  ag ree, a n d  I 
am s u re both those M i n i sters, Pepi n  and Argue,  are 
watch i ng the debates that are t a k i n g  p lace across t h i s  
cou ntry. 

I wonder  w here M r. Whelan stands.  Of course, h e's 
not very popu la r  at a l l  in  the  eyes of the Pr ime M i n i ster 
of t h i s  c o u n t ry today and I wonder  w here h e  sta n d s  at 
th i s  t i me .  It is very u nclear as I stand here today, M r. 
Speaker. But ,  M r .  Speaker,  w h e n  methods a re be i n g  
devel o ped to esta b l i s h  a system o f  per iod ic  rev i ews t o  
p rov ide  rai l roads w i t h  adequate com pensat ion  a n d ,  i n  
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fact, to remove the statutory p rotect ion ,  I become 
a larmed.  

We m ust ask o u rselves a n other q u est i o n ,  Mr .  
Speaker ,  what is  the i m p l i cat i o n  fo r the prod ucers o r  
what is  the  basis f o r  ca lcu l at i n g  rai lway reven u e  
shortfa l l ?  A n d  that s u bject n o w  h a s  been c h a n g ed i n  
the  l ast few days. New ev idence, n e w  i nformat ion  has 
been broug h t  forth to the c o m m ittee even that f i g u re 
that was b e i n g  band ied aro und for the  l ast several 
months, now that f i g u re is in g reat q uest ion .  We h ave 
also heard com ments to the effect, M r. Speaker, t hat 
any future i n c reases to produ cers may be wel l t ied  to 
the i n c reases i n  g r a i n  pr ices a n d  t h at type of a sent i 
ment seems to be expressed in  the  com ments that 
Jack Franc is  got  from h i s  i nterview. What are the 
i m p l i cat ions ,  M r. Speaker?  We look at Snavely's l ast 
report a n d ,  of c o u rse,  that 's n ot accepted as I stand 
here today. So I j ust say s i m p l y  a n d  b l u nt ly  that 
farmers s h o u l d  be very very aware a n d  very a le rt as to 
what t h i n g s  are tak i n g  p l ace and  what f i g u res are 
be i n g  bandied aro u n d  in this debate. 

Mr. Speaker ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  to k now· and I t h i n k  p ro
d ucers s h o u l d  know,  m u st k now, what the M i n i ster 
h ad in m i n d  when h e  asked P rofesso r  G i lson to con
s ider  the a p p l icat i o n  of variab le  fre igh t  rates. I w o u l d  
s u re l i ke to know what he had  i n  the  b a c k  of h i s  m i nd 
when he t h rew that hooker  i nto the  d ebate. We s h o u l d  
l i ke to k n o w ,  Mr .  Speaker,  and  I certa i n l y  wou ld  l i k e  t o  
k now, h o w  the  g overnment  sees the  s u bs i dy b e i n g  
d istri buted;  who i s  g o i n g  to g e t  i t ?  I wou ld  l i ke to a l s o  
know, M r. Speaker,  what the M i n ister wou ld  l i ke to see 
in terms of how that 600 m i l l i o n  w i l l  be d istr i b uted 
and, u nfortu nate ly ,  we wi l l  not  get t h ose answers, I 
suppose, u n t i l  M r. G i lson br ings  i n  h i s  report. 

I wou l d  also l i ke to know, M r. Speaker, what the 
M i n i ster had in m i n d  when he referred to the g uaran
teed mechan isms to assure adeq u ate performance 
and capacity.  Wi l l  i t  o n l y  be th rough  leg is lat io n ,  or  
what are  they ta l k i n g  about ;  o r  w i l l  i t  be th rough  
penalt ies o r  a performance bonus?  What  about  
i nvestment g u a rantees, M r. Speaker? That's a q u es
t ion  that has been raised w i th  me many ,  many ,  many  
t i m es. Producers of Canada ,  the  farmers ,  the  No.  1 
i n d ustry i n  t h i s  p rov ince,  Mr .  Speaker,  needs assu
rances that i nvestment  provided  th rough  the f u n d i ng 
of the Federal  Government goes i nto the beef ing  u p  of 
the ra i lway system rather  than  s h o p p i n g  centres and  
o i l  compan ies a n d  hotels ,  e tc .  e tc .  I wou ld  a lso l i ke to  
k now, M r. Speaker ,  what mechan isms  the  Federa l  
M i n i ster has i n  m ind  to remove t h e  exist i n g  fre ight  
rate anomalies, a n d. to prov ide  semb lance of par i ty 
between the  p rocessed and  the u n processed p ro
ducts, and  I certa i n l y  h ave a vested type of i nterest i n  
answers to that because o f  t h e  fact that t h e  M a n itoba 
Pool  a n d  Saskatchewan Pool  have seen f it  to b u i l d  the 
o i l  crush i n g  p lant  at Harrowby. I wou l d  l i ke some 
knowledge o r  e n l i g htenment ,  Mr .  Speaker,  when the 
M i n ister talks about econo m i c  d iversif icat ion ,  I t h i nk ,  
i s  the way i t  was  put .  How w i l l  eco n o m i c  d i vers i f ica
t ion he lp  the farmers of th i s  prov i n ce ,  the farmers of 
Saskatchewan or the farmers of A l berta? There is 
m u c h  at stake, M r. Speaker,  m u c h  to be left at the  
tab le of  a negot iator even  t h o u g h  D r. G i lson has a l l  
the  c red i b i l ity and  the i nteg rity to dea l  w i th  t h ose 
t h i ngs. 

Mr .  Speaker ,  the  e n u n c i ated p o l i cy was extreme ly  

vag ue i n  many  areas and i t  is  open  to so many i nter
p retat ions  wh ich  I am s u re every member of th is  
C h a m ber  i s  aware of .  You w o u l d  th ink  that  i t  cou ld  
have  been more c lar i f ied and  come out  i n  a better 
form , so there wou ld  not be so many d ifferent ways 
that i t  c o u l d  be i n terpreted . I also, as I said ear l ier ,  I 
wou ld  t h i n k  we shou ld  i nsist i n  th is  Leg is lature that 
Par l iament  and its mem bers s h o u l d  be active part ic i 
pants i n  the d ebate before th is  C row is  f i na l ized . 
There s h o u l d  be n o  d o u bt about  it i n  my m i n d  that the  
producer shou ld  be i nvolved because they  are the 
o nes that are  go ing to be d i rect ly  affected.  I t 's an  
issue, M r. Speaker,  that's far g reater than the  s i m p l e  
freigh t  rate adj ustment  that we are debat ing  u nder  t h e  
terms of th i s  q u est i o n .  I t  str i kes r ight a t  the very fabr ic 
of the socia l  and  the  economic  l i festy le  of every wes
terner,  every c i t izen of Western Canada.  

The  other  point of course, M r. Speaker, i s  that the 
western farmers espec ia l ly  are i n  a very rebel l i o u s  
m o o d  a s ,  m a y  I say, a t  th i s  part icu lar  t i me. There's a 
feel i n g  of u n h a p p i ness and  vo lat i l ity out  there t hat I 
haven't  seen for some t i m e .  I t 's  g o i n g  to be rather  
i nterest i n g  to see  what comes out  of the e lect ion 
that's tak i n g  p l ace i n  our n e i g h bor ing  prov i n ce of 
Saskatchewan because the C row is  certa i n l y  a n  issue 
with the  farmers i n  that prov i n ce.  Whi le  i t  m ay be not 
the n u m ber  one issue in t h e i r  e lect ion campa ig n ,  I ' m  
s u re that they are g o i n g  t o  express the i r  vo lat i l ity and  
the i r  rebel l ious  m ood i n  some form or  other.  

The other t h i n g ,  M r. Speaker, the move to d ismant le  
the C row's Nest Pass fr ieg ht  rates is  perceived by a lot  
of farmers as yet  another  attack upon western Canada 
by the  east and a further  escalat ion of the cl i m ate of 
confrontat ion  that we have witnessed for the l ast sev
eral years by the govern ment in the east and in Ottawa 
today. That,  of course, has created i ntense m i strust 
and susp ic ion amongst nearly every westerner .  We 
look back th rough  the h istory of the g rai n t ransporta
t ion  system ,  the m ess that the g ra i n  transportat ion  
system was i n  when C larke's government  took over 
for those few months .  I t h i n k  we'd j ust come t h rou g h  a 
year of a b i l l i o n  d o l lars loss worth of g ra i n  sa les 
because of b reakdowns i n  the transportat ion  system 
and that g overn ment certai n l y  by appoi nt ing  a ra i lway 
co-ord i n ator,  they worked,  I t h i n k ,  very c losely wi th  
the rai l roads and  they prom ised some act ion  on the  
Port at Pr ince  R u pert .  Act ion  was  taken  and  we were 
prornjsed some act ion  on the branch l i nes i n  t h i s  
prov ince  and  across western Canada a n d  branch 
l i nes were i n  fact p reserved . At that t ime there was a 
reasonab ly  posit ive mood existed amongst - n ot a 
negative one  such  as we witnessed today. I n  fact, 
some of o u r  farmer fr iends even w i l l  g o  so far as to say 
that the mood t h at we have exper ienced in western 
Canada is  one of desperat ion .  
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The other  t h i n g  I ' d  l i ke to q uest ion ,  M r. Speaker ,  is 
the q uest ion  of the mandate. Does the L i bera l  
Government ,  does the Trudeau g overn ment ,  h ave a 
mandate to abandon the C row's Pass fre ight  rates? Of 
course, i t  does n ot ,  Mr. Speaker. The L i beral G overn
ment n ot only fa i l ed to l ive u p  to his p ro m i ses to 
prov ide  such t h i n g s  as cheap energy,  e nergy se l f  suf
f ic iency,  low i nterest rates -( I nterject ion) - yes, 
d o u b l e  track, a wel l managed economy,  jobs .  T hey 
prom ised adeq u ate hous i n g  and a healthy ag r icu l tu
ral c l i m ate, but they fa i led ,  M r. Speaker ,  i n  my o p i n i o n  
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to tel l Canadians what they i ntended to do .  
For exam ple ,  they d i d n 't te l l Canad ians d u ri n g  the  

e lect i o n  cam pai g n  that they  were g o i n g  to e m bark 
u pon a pol icy of confrontat ion  w h i c h  i s  l i tera l l y  tear
i n g  the cou ntry apart with the way they h a n d l ed t h e  
Const i tut i o n .  They d i d n't tel l the  people of Canada 
that they were go ing to spend the  f i rst 18  months  of 
that govern ment's re i g n  debat i n g  and  rai l i n g  a n d  rant
ing about  a Const i tut ion w h i l e  t h e  economy of t h i s  
country c o l l apsed . W e ,  today,  face the h i g h est u n e m 
p l oyment that th i s  country h a s  ever seen and  the  most 
d i ff icu l t  eco n o m i c  prob lems that Canad ians  have 
ever exper ienced.  They d i d n't  te l l the  Canadians i n  
that e lect ion  campaig n  they were g o i n g  t o  br ing  i n  
that devastat i n g  nat iona l  energy po l icy,  M r. S peaker,  
w h i c h  has torn the  heart out  of western Canada a n d  
i m p lemented taxes u n be l i evab le o n  western Canada.  
M r. Speaker ,  t h ey d i d n 't te l l  Canadians that t h ey were 
going to tax them to the h i lt d u r i n g  that e lect ion cam
paign,  d i rect l y  o r  i n d i rect ly ,  and l i tera l l y  d o u b l e  the 
pr ice  of e nergy.  They d i d n 't te l l  Canad ians  in the  t i m e  
o f  that campa ign  they were g o i n g  to destroy O R E E .  A t  
least,  I n ever heard i t ,  M r. Speaker, o r  d estroy t h e  
p rivate sector w h i c h  they have so s k i l lf u l l y  done .  T h ey 
d i d n ' t  te l l western Canad ians  they were g o i n g  to d is
mant le  20 percent of V ia  R a i l  or that they were g o i n g  
i n  fact to abandon the  C row's N est rates, M r. Speaker .  
So,  M r. Speaker ,  I ask the  mem bers of th is Asse m b l y  
and  I a s k  the  mem bers i n  Par l iament  i f ,  i n  fact,  
whether the L i beral  Party wou l d  h ave obta i ned it 's 
mandate from the Canad ian  peo p l e  i f  they'd told the  
t ruth .  - ( I nterjectio n) - no ,  S i r, never,  M r. Speaker, 
no never they certa i n l y  wou l d n 't .  Many of these cru
c ia l  p o l i c i es ,  M r .  S peaker,  that I h ave j ust espoused 
affect western Canada where there are n o  e lected 
L i beral m e m be rs west of the C ity of Wi n n i peg today 
a n d  those are t h e  o nes that it 's h u rt i ng  as I sta n d  here.  

So,  M r. S peaker ,  i s  i t  any wonder that th is m i strust 
o r  a l i enat ion or susp ic ion  res i des out amongst o u r  
peop le  today and  t h i s  d ebate certa i n l y  hasn't he l ped 
to a l l ev iate i t .  Wel l ,  M r. S peaker,  what is  the L i bera l  
po l icy? H as anybody got  knowledge of w h at the pol
icy is? The L i beral  po l i cy ,  M r. Speaker ,  o n  the C row, 
as i n d icated in the  L i beral  manua l  as l ate as 1 980, 
-( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  read i t .  I f  you read the L i beral 
manua l  as of 1 980, M r. Speaker,  you wou l d  f i n d  that 
they were c o m m itted to p reserv i n g  statutory fre ight  
rates spe l led  out  l o u d  and c l ear .  As late as J u l y  the  
4th ,  I th i n k  i t  was ,  to 6th ,  1 980 at that g reat L i beral  
party convent io n ,  i t  was stated e m phat ica l ly  to the 
peop le  of Canada that the  L i beral  party again reaf
f i rmed its determ i nat ion  to p reserve the statutory 
C row rate. 

Mr. Speaker ,  I tu rn  now to o u r  mem bers opposite i n  
t h e  New Demoncrat ic  Party. T h e  Federal  N D P  Party 
say they want to reta i n  the status q u o ,  yet they want 
o n  the other hand the  i m p lementat ions of H a l l .  They 
want them approved. You can 't h ave it both ways, M r. 
S peaker, I don ' t  see how they can.  If the H a l l  recom
mendat ions  are i m pl e m ented,  M r. Speaker,  that's not 
status quo; t h at 's q u ite a change .  I would say the  N D P  
shou ld n ' t  a rg u e  that,  because they shou ld  b e  say i n g  
they're i n  favou r  of m aybe other c h a n g e ,  I d o n 't k n ow.  
They offer  a sort of a panacea, t h e  Federal  N D P ,  i nto 
i m prov i n g  the system ;  they ta l k about nat iona l i z i n g  
the C N R .  I h ave heard that espoused a t  some g reat 

length  but somehow, M r. S peaker,  they seem to be 
more i nterested in p u rsu i n g  a sort of p h i losophica l  
object ive than i m prov i n g  the g ra i n  transportat ion  
system .  

S o ,  q u ite frank ly ,  M r. Speaker, t o  nat iona l ize the  
ra i l road wou ld  have cost b i l l ions  of d o l l ars.  B i l l ions  
a11d b i l l i ons  of d o l l ars and  what wou l d  that d o  for the  
g ra i n i n d ustry? We 'd  st i l l  h ave to go  and  bu i ld  t h e  
tracks .  We'd sti l l  have to g o  and put the  system i n  
s h a p e  and  it wou l d n't  move one add i t iona l  b u s h e l  o f  
g ra i n ,  M r. Speaker. 

The M i n ister of Transport in Saskatchewan ,  as wel l ,  
h e  says h e  doesn't  want any change,  b u t  h e  i s  advo
cat i n g  change by reco m m e n d i n g  that we fol l ow the  
C row recom m e ndat ions.  MacM u rchy too ,  h e  wants to 
buy a ra i l road ,  M r. Speaker,  and  M r. Thatcher,  the 
Pre m i e r  of Saskatchewan - read some of the  words 
that h e  said on the su bject matter over the years. 

So,  M r. Speaker,  i t 's d iff i cu l t .  Premier  B lakeney 
favours a statutory rate but  not n ecessar i ly  the Crow, 
as I read h i m .  He  says he 's  p repared to negot iate a 
futu re cost i n c rease as l o n g  as the  produ cers keep the  
benef it  of the C row. Then h e  s ig ned a document  some 
few weeks  ago,  M r. S peaker,  say ing  that he 's  not p re
pared to accept any change .  

So how,  M r. Speaker, can the  NDP actua l ly  be taken 
seri ous ly  when they say they ' re g o i n g  to f ig ht ,  but 
when the crunch comes ,  they mere ly  appendage to 
the L i beral  G overnment  off ice .  I n  fact who ,  M r. 
S peaker, put  the L i berals back i n  power at that t ime?  
Who were the ones  that  put  them i n  and  gave  them the  
authority to come back  wi th  th i s  n asty change  i n  the  
C row rate,  M r. S peaker? I t  certai n l y  wasn't us ,  M r. 
Speaker. So,  M r. Speaker ,  but  when the  c h i ps are 
down ,  the N D P  fal l  in l i n e  with the hopes of the L iberal  
Party. A party, of course,  w h i c h  as I sa id  earl ie r  occu
p ies the T reas u ry Bench but  which i s  bank r u pt ing  th i s  
cou ntry and  Trudeau  w o u l d n't  b e  there today were  i t  
not be for the supporters of the New Democrati c  
Party.  They and t h e y  a lone  are the  o n e s  t h a t  p u t  h i m  i n  
off ice ;  t h ey are the  ones that g ave h i m  the  authority 
and the power to d ec i m ate this country .  

S o  I say  to you ,  M r .  Speaker today that i f  t h i s  coun
try i s  i n  a m ess today, the NDP Party m u st share the  
b lame.  They m ust share the  b lame.  I say to  you as  we l l  
today ,  M r. Speaker ,  that i f  farmers of Canada l ose 
t h e i r  statutory r ights,  they m u st b l a m e  the N D P  as 
wel l  as the L i bera ls  because the N D P  a re the ones that 
put them in off ice in Ottawa: 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M i n ister of  M u n ic i
pa l  Affa i rs .  

MR. ADAM: Thank you , M r. Speaker .  I t 's  a p leas u re 
to take part i n  t h i s  very very cruc ia l  and  i m portant 
debate t h at we h ave on  the  Order Paper today;  that is ,  
d ebati n g  the  resol ut ion  to ma i ntai n the  C row rate for 
t h e  benef it  of the farmers of Manitoba and,  of cou rse, 
Western Canada as wel l .  
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M r. Speaker,  there have been many q uest ions  that 
we've l i stened to .  Two speakers now,  I be l i eve, from 
the mem bers of the Opposit ion and we sti l l  d o n't 
k n ow where they sta n d .  We don't know w h at t h e i r  
i ntent ions a r e  i n sofar as suppo rt i n g  o r  opposi n g  the  
resol u t i o n  that i s  before us ,  M r. Speaker.  I t 's  an  
e n i g ma ;  we don't  know what's happen i n g  out  there. 
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I t 's a mystery, Mr.  Speaker.  -( I nterj ect ion) - We've 
l istened to the Mem ber for Lakeside and  he made a 
beaut i fu l ,  f lowery speech a n d  we c o u l d  not d etect, 
after he was through with his com ments,  whether he 
was g o i n g  to s u p po rt the resolut ion  o r  o ppose i t .  

We have j ust been s u bj ected to another  speaker  
f rom the O p posit io n ,  the M e m ber  for Rob l i n-R usse l l  
a n d  w e  are sti l l  a t  a l oss t o  determ i n e  where t h e  O ppo
sit ion is  g o i n g  to go  on  this part icu la r  q uest ion ,  M r. 
Speaker.  They speak of reta i n i n g  the benef i t ;  the  
Crow benef it  for the farmers of t h i s  prov ince  i n  West
ern Canada,  but at the same t i m e  they wou l d  l i k e  t h e  
rai lways to be com pensated . T h e y  w a n t  the ra i lways 
to be com pensated f u l l y  for the m ovement  of g r a i n  
but ,  M r. S peaker ,  that is  exact ly the posi t i o n  of t h e  
Federal L i bera ls  and  the m o re we h e a r  mem bers 
opposite speak,  we see that i t 's  n ot the  N O P  a n d  the  
L i bera ls  that are i n  bed ,  but  o n  the C row rate issue ,  i t  
i s  the L i berals and  the  Conservatives t h at are i n  bed 
together.  I f  you w i l l  look,  M r. S peaker,  at the l i teratu re 
that the Conservat ive Party i n  the  Prov i nce of Sas
katchewan i s  pass i n g  out at t h i s  part i c u l a r  t i m e  -
because there's an e lect ion over there - you w i l l  f i nd  
that the i r  pos i t ion  i s  a l m ost i d ent ica l .  They d o n 't say 
i t ,  M r. S peaker ,  they j u st h o l d  back o n  one o r  two 
words,  but  i t  i s  a l m ost ident ica l  to the pos i t ion  of the  
L iberal Party i n  Ottawa. 

M r. Speaker,  we are st i l l  at a l oss and we'd l i ke to 
know; I was not here on  Thu rsday o r  Fr iday, because I 
made an on-s igh t  i nspect ion  of the f i re at B ra nd o n ,  
both on  T h u rsday and  Fr iday and  there m a y  h ave 
been some d ebate in the  House at that part i c u l a r  t i m e  
that I m issed.  There m a y  have been s o m e  speakers ,  I 
do not k n ow,  but  neverthe less what I h ave heard i s  
that we don ' t  know where t h e y  sta n d .  We st i l l  d o n ' t  
k n o w  where t h e y  stand ,  M r. S peaker. 

There h ave been many who q u estio n  the pos i t io n .  
There a re m a n y  who q u est ion my o w n  posit io n ,  for 
i nstance,  and  that of the Nat iona l  Farmers'  U n i o n ,  a n d  
h a v e  b e e n  m ost a d a m a n t  i n  not want i n g  to negot iate 
the change of the C row. They've been very adamant  
about that and ,  M r. Speaker ,  i f  you s i t  down to nego
t iate,  the moment  that you s i t  down,  you are a l ready 
ad m itt i n g  that you want to see a change.  The pos i t ion  
of the  Farmers'  U n i o n  h as been that they say i t  i s  not 
negot iab le .  I t  i s  n ot negot iab le  because to enter i nto 
d iscuss ion wou l d  be contrad i ctory to that p r i n c i p l e  
and  i t ' s  u n derstandab le .  Now I 've heard the  M e m ber 
for R o b l i n  f i rst of a l l  say,  you k now, here are the Pools ,  
they speak for the  farmers, they ta lk  for the farmers 
out  there,  they are the farmers .  The M e m ber for R o b
l i n  is there i n  h i s  seat - and l ater on he sa id  that h e  
w a s  cr i t i c i z i n g  the  Pep i n  g r o u p  and  the Federal  G ov
ernment  for n ot g o i n g  out and tal k i n g  to the farmers ,  
to a l l ow them to h ave a chance to speak and  there's a 
contrad ict ion if you have one ,  M r. Speaker. 

I n  the f i rst i nstance,  he i n d i cates that here you h ave 
the  Pools speak i n g  for al l  the  farmers and later o n  he 
says, we want the farmers to have a chance to say 
someth i n g .  Wel l ,  you know you can 't have i t  both 
ways.  I say to the  M e m ber  for R o b l i n-R usse l l ,  you 
can not have i t  both ways .  E i ther  the Pools represent 
the farmers o r  e lse the farme rs represent themse lves 
and they s h o u l d  be the o n es that are spea k i n g  
because there i s  a s i l e n t  major i ty out  there ,  M r. 
S peaker.  I w o u l d  say to you that there are a vast 

major i ty of the farmers today who be long to the Pool 
who are o pposed to any change in the C row rate. 
Neverthe less, the Pools are on record of want ing  to s i t  
down and negot iate. 

I don't be l i eve that i s  the pos i t ion  of the maj o ri ty of 
the farmers out there because they fear the u n k n own ;  
they  don ' t  k n ow what's out  there,  what is  wait i n g  for  
t h e m ,  but  now we are  receiv i n g  more i nformat ion  as 
t i m e  goes by. We can see the handwr i t i n g  on the  wal l 
for t h e  farmers if the C row goes, M r. Speaker,  and  that 
is why the  Farmers' U n ion  have taken a leaders h i p  o n  
that pos i t ion and h ave been cr i t ic ized by mem bers 
o pposite ,  and many other  g ro u ps out there have been 
cr it i c i z i n g  the Nat iona l  Farmers' U n i o n  for not want
i n g  to barg a i n  the trad i t iona l  r ig hts of the farmers of 
th is  prov i n ce and the  farmers of western Canada.  

I t h i n k  M r. G i b b i n g s ,  the Comm iss ioner  o n  the 
Wheat Board ,  had even put  that i n  better context,  M r. 
Speaker ,  when he sa id that he wou ld  n ot ittten d  the 
day of i n famy i n  M a n itoba,  February the 8th ,  when M r. 
Pep in  made h is  a n n o u ncement .  February the 8th ,  
1 982,  t h a t  w a s  the  day of i nfamy f o r  the  farmers of 
M a n i toba and M r. G i b b i n g  sa id  h e  w o u l d  not go to 
that p ress conference that M r. Pepi n  when h e  had i t  i n  
W i n n i peg here on  February the 8th and here is  what 
he sa id .  He sa id ,  he refused an i nvitat ion  to attend l ast 
week's news conference at wh ich  Transport M i n i ster, 
J e a n - L u c  Pep i n ,  a n n o u nced t h at the stat u t o ry 
C rowsnest Pass rates w i l l  go u p ;  I w o u l d n 't g o  
because i f  y o u  vo lu ntar i ly  g o  to be raped, then  i t 's 
consent .  H e  told about 200 cheer i ng farmers at the 
Wheat Board 's  d i st r ict meet i n g ,  M r. Speaker .  He  
d i dn ' t  say  i t  i n  those words ,  but  that i s  t h e  posi t ion  of  
the  Nat iona l  Farmers'  U n i o n .  The moment  you s i t  
down you k n ow what you are going to get .  So,  I ask 
m e m bers opposite ,  where d o  you stand?  We d o n 't 
know yet. We know t h at the former M i n ister of Ag ri
c u l t u re who sat in th is c h a i r, I be l ieve,  when h e  was on 
this s ide of the House issued p ress releases to say, 
yes, they wanted a change in the C row rate and  t h ey 
wanted to st i l l  benef i t ,  the  C row benef i t ,  that was the 
word , to be reta ined for the farmers .  
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M r .  S peaker ,  we know and they k n ow a n d  every
body e lse  k nows t h at t h e  C row benef i t  is g o i n g  to last 
for a year or two a n d  after that i t  is g o i n g  to be -
( I nterject ion) - even the  n ext year. The f i rst year, the 
Federa l  M i n ister has i n d i cated that h e  would be w i l
l i n g  to put  the  shortfa l l ,  w h i c h  is presumab ly  $61 2 
m i l l i o n ;  he wou ld  put  i n  that m uch money to p i c k  u p  
t h e  C row gap.  That is  t h e  C row gap;  h e  i s  p repared to 
do  that up to 1 985. -( I nterjection)- That is  not w h at 
the  report sa id  and  the  member  who j ust spoke before 
me said that wasn't  the case. M r. Speaker,  that is  the 
s leeper there because in 1 980 there was 1 28 m i l l i o n  
bushe ls  of g ra i n  d e l i vered o u t  o f  Man itoba.  A t  t h e  
C row rate i t  cost $ 1 2 .3  m i l l i on  to move o u t .  N o w ,  s i x  
t i mes C row, w h i c h  h a s  been the  f i g u re that h a s  been 
bou n ced aro u n d  over the  years ,  at s ix  t i mes C row it  
would h ave been $74 m i l l i o n  that farmers would h ave 
had to pay to transport the i r  g ra i n m  an i ncreased cost 
of $64 m i l l i o n ,  M r. Speaker. That is  the C row gap; t h at 
is the  shortfa l l  betwee n  the C row rate w h i c h  is 1 2 .3  
and  the $64 m i l l i o n  shortfa l l  for  the compensatory 
rate, so t hat is the  s h o rtfa l l ,  M r. Speaker,  and  that  i s  
what M r. Pep i n  is p repared to put u p, so he says. 

Mr. Speaker,  the mem ber who spoke before m e  sa id  



- I • • 

Monday, 19 April, 1982 

h e  d i d n 't  t rust h i m  over there and I want to say that I 
don 't trust h i m  e i ther. I trust the  Crow rate because I 
know what we h ave. I know what benefits the farmers 
a re rece iv ing  u nder that leg is lat ion .  

The s leeper  is  that  next  year  - and these are 1 980 
f igu res - but after the new agreement i s  put in p l ace 
we w i l l  want to negot iate with  the ra i lways the  i nf la
t ionary costs and  that w i l l  be based, not on 1 2 .3  but  o n  
$ 7 4  m i l l io n ,  so that w i l l  b e ,  whatever t h a t  is ,  1 5  percent 
i n flat ionary costs,  so we tack on 15 percent of 74 
m i l l i on .  Th e  next year, what would that be? eaout $ 1 0  
m i l l i o n ,  $ 1 2 m i l l i on  i n  i nflat ionary costs, s o  next year 
you w i l l  be  negot iat i n g  again with the rai l ways for $84 
m i l l i o n ,  1 5  percent o n  $84 m i l l i o n .  Then we' l l  be  nego
t i at i ng  w i th  the  farmers how m u c h  they want to p i c k  
u p  of  the  i nf lat i onary costs, y e a r  after year after year 
after year,  M r. S peaker .  I t  does n ot take very l o n g ,  M r. 
S peaker ,  and you do not have to be an E i nste i n  to 
f i g u re out  what i s  h a n g i n g  on the  end of the  noses of 
the M a n itoba farmers u nder that k i n d  of a s i tuat ion .  
By 1 990 or  the  year  2000, M r .  Speaker,  you w i l l  be 
l oo k i n g  at $2 ,  $3 a b u s h e l  to transport grain out  of the 
P rov ince  of M a n itoba and r ight across for the western 
farmers as wel l .  

M r .  Speaker ,  these are t h e  reasons w h y  we, o n  t h i s  
s i d e ,  s a y  t h at t h e  C row m ust rem a i n ;  i t  s h o u l d  not be 
tam pered w i th .  I f  there are  prob lems out there,  i f  there 
a re prob lems as far as transportat ion ,  we h ave to f i nd  
othe r  so lu t ions  to those p ro b l ems.  We h ave to f i nd  
o ther  so lu t ions  and not  on the  backs of the farmers 
because,  M r. Speaker, it wou l d  make no d i fference 
whatsoever i f  you never  s h i p  one bushe l  of g ra i n  to 
the  coast. They wou l d  st i l l  h ave to u p g rade t h ose 
rai l ways. They a re unab le  to hand le  the i n c reased 
t raff i c  t h at w i l l  be  tak i n g  p lace in regards to other  
com modi t ies; commod i t ies t h at seem to now h ave a 
h igher  pr iori ty ,  Mr .  Speaker,  and that is the  vast 
amounts of coal and potash and other commodi t ies 
that w i l l  be transported to the west coast and s u re,  i t  
w i l l  be a benef i t  to Canada,  I s u p pose. I t  w i l l  benef it  
p ri mar i l y  Br it ish Co lu m bia .  To a much l esser deg ree, 
i t  w i l l  benefit A l berta. I t  certa i n l y  w i l l  be of very l i t t le  
benef i t  to the Prov i nce of Saskatchewan ;  i t  w i l l be of 
no benefit to the Prov i n ce of Manitoba.  In fact, i t  w i l l  
b e  a d isaster f o r  t h e  Prov i n ce o f  Saskatchewan and i t  
w i l l  b e  a d isaster f o r  the  Prov i nce o f  M a n itoba.  

So,  we say t h at the  C row i s  not a negot iab le  i tem.  I t  
m u st be kept a n d  we m u st f ind other ways of i m p rov
i n g  o u r  t ransportat ion  system in Canada if we want to 
have a n  i m p roved system to the west coast.  We do 
have suff ic ient  rol l i n g  stock and suff ic ient  trackage to 
m ove gra in  to T h u nder  Bay, to  the head of the l akes,  
and that is  w here the majority of the grain from Sas
katchewan and M a n i toba m oves to is  to the eastern 
po i nts and as wel l ,  we wou l d  want to try and see more 
g ra i n  mov i n g  out  of the Port of C h u rch i l l .  That is very 
essent i a l .  

M r. S peaker ,  the  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  Rob l i n
R u sse l l  ment ioned about the CSP Foods, the Rape
seed Plant at H arroby, and h e  ment ioned that there 
was a prob lem - I ' m  n ot s u re whether he sa id it i n  
those words a n d  I ' m  on ly  paraphras ing  - but h e  said 
t h at they had to have parity.  Now,  I don 't k n ow what 
he meant by par ity ,  whether he wants parity for the 
raw product  a n d  the  p rocessed p rod uct and t h at h e  is  
go ing to  ach i eve that by gett i n g  r id of the  C row. We 

were u nable to f ind  out  j ust what the member  is  say i n g  
when he m akes those statesments,  but  I want  to say 
that I be l i eve that the CSP Foods, when they met w i th  
M r. G i l son ,  t h at t hey d i d  not ask that t h e  C row rate  be 
abandoned .  They asked for par i ty ,  r ight .  They are not 
n ecessari l y  sayi n g ,  wel l ,  you get r id  of the C row and 
we a re go ing to have par i ty because they know that 
may not happen ,  M r. S peaker and  they are not s u re of 
the  other ram i fi cat ions  of los ing  the  C row. W i l l  they 
have par ity as far as p rocessed o i l seed g o  and the raw 
p rod u ct ,  the rapeseed? W i l l  they have par i ty t he re or 
w i l l  t h e  pr ice of rapeseed d rop? T h at i s  the q u est io n ;  
those a r e  u n answered q u estions ,  because of t h e  
C row rate b e i n g  - Do they k n ow what's g o i n g  t o  
happen i n  Eastern Canada,  M r. S peaker? 

M r. Pep in  i s  a l ready o n  record as say i n g  that remov
i n g  of the Crow rate i f  i t  has any detr i m ental  i mpact on 
the c rus h i ng i n d ustry in the east and the l i vestock 
i n d u stry, that he would s u bsid ize those i n dustr ies.  So,  
that br ings the  crushing i n dustry in  M a n itoba back to 
square one .  We are st i l l  in  a noncompet it ive posi t ion .  
I f  t h ey are g o i n g  to s u bs id ize the  eastern crushers 
and, by the  way, one of the m aj o r  crushers of rape
seed in O ntar io i s  owned by Map le  Leaf M i l l i n g ,  w h i c h  
i s  i n  t u rn owned by n o n e  other than  the  C P  I nvest
ments ,  Mr. Speaker.  

So,  you start gett i n g  the  scenar io ,  start gett i n g  the 
puzzle back i nto p l ace,  M r. Speaker.  What i s  happen
ing? You f ind that Pau l Desmarais  of the  Power Cor
porat i o n ,  who i s  a very, very f r iend ly  adv iser  to the  
Federal  Cab i net;  th i s  i s  a long sta n d i n g  re lat ionsh i p  
that M r. Pau l Desmarais has had w i th  peop l e  l i ke  M r. 
Pepi n  and Mr .  Trudeau and the Cab inet there .  I n  fact, 
Mr. Desmara is  i s  recogn ized as a n  advisor to Cab inet .  
-( I nterject ion) - M r .  Speaker,  we f i nd  that the  Power 
Corporati o n  is  the l a rg est shareho lder  in CP. Now, 
the p uzzl e  fal ls i nto p l ace.  You've got  a big j i g saw 
puzz le ;  you f i n d  the l i t t le  separate p ieces a n d  you j ust 
s l i p  them in to  where they are s u p posed to go. We also 
hear  that,  not too long ago,  Mr.  Pepin was a d i rector 
o n  the Board of Power Corporat i o n .  Now I ' m  not try
ing to i m pute motives, M r. S peaker, but s u re ly  you w i l l  
say t h at I h ave a r i g h t  to b e  somewhat s u s p i cous .  I 
have a r ight ;  there are g rounds  there to have some 
susp ic ion .  I see the M e m ber  for Fort Garry nodd i n g  
h i s  head i n  approva l ,  M r. S peaker.  
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W h at does a l l  t h i s  mean? We have heard another  
outspoken person ,  the  very person t h at I have had a 
lot  of ad m i rat i o n  for and  he was the  former p res ident  
of t h e  U n ited G ra i n  G rowers ,  g reat man.  I h ave a lways 
had a l ot of ad m i rat ion for  h i m ,  but you know,  h e  has 
been an outspoken person ,  outspoken vo ice ,  aga inst 
the  C row rate. He said that the C row had to go .  M r. 
Speaker ,  we f ind  that the  former p res ident  of the U n i 
t e d  G ra i n  G rowers is  a l s o  a d i rector o n  the  CP Board.  

M r. Speaker, the  puzzle is  a l m ost c o m p l ete;  there 
are n o  m o re p i eces.  They are a l l  fa l l i n g  i nt o  p lace. We 
f i nd  what is happen i n g ,  the scenar io  is beco m i n g  
c l earer  a n d  c learer .  I w o n d e r  i f  t h e  h o n o u ra b l e  
m e m bers o p posite w a n t  to r i s k  the  dest i n y  of t h e  
farmers of M a n itoba to t r y  and lock  h o r n s  w i t h  that 
g ro u p ,  M r. S peaker,  a n d  that scenar io  t h at we see 
happen i n g  and that has happened and that is cont i n u
i n g  to happen .  We s u g g est that you s h o u l d  not ;  we 
s u gg est that the  cost i s  too g reat to  t h e  P rov i nce 
of M a n itoba. 
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The H o n o u rab le  Member  for R o b l i n  says what is 
go ing  to  happen to the P o rt of C h u rc h i l l ?  Wel l ,  M r .  
Speaker,  I can te l l  you what i s  g o i n g  to h a p p e n  to the  
Port of C h u rc h i l l  i f  we d o  not have  equa l  rates for  
equa l  d istance .  I f  we lose  t hat we know w h at i s  g o i n g  
to happen to C h u rch i l l ;  i t  i s  n o t  go ing  to be there very 
long ,  M r. Speaker,  i t  w i l l  be  gone .  And t h at a lone,  Mr .  
Speaker.  even  j u st that o n e  i tem a lone ,  t h at one issue,  
i s  e n o u g h  to say, l eave the C row a lone.  When M r. 
Pep i n  says, the  C row m ust g o ,  I say Pep i n must go ;  h e  
Is the one that I want to s e e  go .  -( l nterj ect ion) -

Mr .  Speaker ,  the  honourab le  m e m ber  says, why d i d  
w e  p u t  h i m  there? M r. Speaker ,  we d i d  not p u t  h i m  
there ,  i t  was t h e  Conse rvatives that p u t  h i m  t here 
because they cou l d n't  even run a Par l i ament ;  they 
don't k now even how to run the Par l i ament .  They 
ca l led a crucial  vote when they knew d i d n 't h ave the 
maj ority i n  the  House ,  M r. Speaker .  M r. S peaker, they 
never even walked over to  ask the f ive Socia l  C red i t  
mem bers where t h ey stood .  N ow, M r. S peaker, t hey 
have the nerve to say that i t  i s  the N O P  that jo i ned the 
L i bera ls  to put them out  of  bus i ness; · they never even 
wal ked over to make a deal with the Soc ia l  C re dits 
which a re very c l ose to the Conservat ive Party in the 
f i rst p lace.  I h ave never been able to tel l  the d i fference 
between the two a n d  I don ' t  th ink  anybody else has,  as  
far as party is  concerned .  But  you know,  M r. Roperts, 
who i s  the Assistant to M r. Pep in  says in a n  artic l e  that 
I read here j ust recent ly  that if the rates g o  t h ree t i mes 
C row t h e  farmer s h o u l d  be happy, that i s  a barg a i n  for 
them. 

M r. S peaker ,  I o bject to that because I k now that we 
are not tal k i n g  about t h ree t i mes C row here;  we are 
ta l k i n g  ten t i mes C row. That i s  what we are ta l k i n g  
about  by 1 990 maybe or  t h e  year 2000, we are tal k i n g  
about t e n  t i mes C row and maybe 1 3, M r. Speaker.  S o  
l et n o t  the  M e m ber  f o r  Morr is  be de l uded and say, o h  
wel l ,  y o u  k n ow,  they are g o i n g  to charg e  m e  2 5  cents a 
b u s h e l  a n d  I can absorb that or e lse  maybe 50 cents a 
bushe l .  Let h i m  not be de l u ded by that because what 
we are ta l k i n g  here is  $2 a bushe l ,  not th ree t i mes 
C row. We are ta l k i n g  about ten t i mes C row, 13 t i mes 
C row. The s leeper in th is  whole issue,  of course, i s  the 
the guarantee of $61 2 m i l l ion  which i s  under q uest ion .  
The M a n itoba Poo l  has q u est ioned those Snavely f ig
u res very, very cr i t ica l l y  and  the fact is  that  the  
Snavely report never  took  i nto accou nt the  cost of  
cars. 

So.  M r. S peaker ,  after we have had a change in the  
rate and  we are g o i n g  to have  fou r  t i mes Crow,  o r  
whatever the rate is ,  t h e n  the  ra i l ways c a n  c o m e  back 
and say, wel l  l iste n ,  you n ever took i nto account t h at 
we h ave to buy cars. We don 't h ave any money to buy 
cars under  t h e  C row rate,  t h at was never  f i g u red i nto 
the Snave ly report so now we want to have money to 
buy cars. 

Gett i n g  back for a moment  to the crush i n g  i n d ustry, 
A lberta and Saskatchewan su bs id ize the cars for the 
crush i n g  i n dustry. N ow,  w h e n  I met with the CPS 
Foods here and  the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Economic  
Deve lopment ,  i t  was  brought  to o u r  attent ions ,  M r. 
Speaker,  and  we sa id that we wou l d  have to review 
that q u est ion whether the f inanc ia l  capa b i l i t ies of the 
P rov ince of Man itoba are able to buy cars for the  
i n d ustry. That is someth i n g  that we w i l l  h ave to look 
at ,  I 'm s u re but ,  n everthe less, desp ite the fact that  the 

M a n itoba Pool  has q u est ioned these f i g u res very 
serious ly  - the Snavely report was quest ioned very 
ser ious ly  by the  M a n itoba Pool  - n everthe less M r. 
Pep i n  says that he is g o i n g  to accept those f ig u res 
a nyway, regard less. Whether they are r ight  or  wrong,  
he i s  going to accept them anyway.  So th is  i s  what we 
have fac i n g  us .  

M r. S peaker ,  when you cons ider  the  fact that the 
rai lway in  the  f i rst p l ace, when i t  was constructed,  
when we had the  ra i l ways with govern ment he lp  
p l aced across Canada ,  i t  was  never i ntended that they 
wou l d  be a profitab l e  organizat ion ;  that was never the 
i ntent ion of a rai l  road . The reason for havi ng  a rai lway 
was to p rovide serv ice and to open up the  country and  
to make s u re t h at there was  t ransportat ion to take  out  
the raw mater ia ls  and to br ing  i n  man ufactu red 
goods.  That was the idea and i t  was very soon recog
n ized that i t  w o u l d  not be poss i b l e  for the rai l ways to 
make a p rofit ,  so The Ra i lway Act was amended , M r. 
Speaker, to a l l ow the  C P R  to d ivers ify i nto other areas 
of e ndeavou r  because i t  was recog n ized,  even in the 
ear ly years ,  t h e  f i rst year ,  the  secon d  year  after the 
ra i lway was bu i l t  they were r ight  back to the govern
ment and say i n g ,  look ,  we can 't make money on th is ,  
we can 't make a profit .  So they sa id ,  wel l ,  a l l  r ight ,  we 
w i l l  a l l ow you to branch out  in other e ndeavo u rs; you 
can g o  i nto m i n i ng ;  we w i l l  a l low you to g o  i nto coa l ;  
we wi l l  a l l ow you to g o  i nto port fac i l i t ies ;  we wi l l  a l l ow 
you to g o  i nto hote ls ;  we w i l l  a l low you to go i nto 
many ,  many other a reas of e n deavo u r  and that was to 
compensate for  the losses that they were tak i n g  on 
the rai l ways, M r. Speaker and that holds sti l l ,  today. 

The reason why CP I nvestments h ave been able to 
b u i l d  the largest conglomerate in Canada was because 
of the amend ments of the Act. I t  recogn ized that you 
can ' t  make a prof it  transport i n g  goods,  so they 
a l l owed them to b ranch  out  and  when i t  came the t ime  
to bu i l d  stat ions  for  the  CPR and the  C P R  came back 
to t h e  government  a n d  said ,  look ,  we need a stat i o n  
here because there a r e  a few peop le  h ere that a r e  n o w  
homestead i n g  h e r e .  We've g o t  to h ave a stat ion here 
and  then  we have got to have another stat ion over 
here ,  but h e  sai d ,  you k now, we don't have the money 
to b u i l d  these stat ions .  So the government said ,  we l l ,  
we' l l  g ive y o u  $5 ,000 each for each stat ion that you 
construct and  they g ave a g rant  to the CPR to con
struct the  stat ions ,  but  they c harged the $5,000 per  
stat ions o n  the  debt of the CNR and that  debt is  st i l l  
there.  When t h e  C N R  g oes i n  every year t o  ask f o r  a 
rate i n c rease to cover the i r  costs the costs are sti l l  
based o n  t h e  $800 m i ll ions  that they have got i n  d e bt 
from many,  many years ago a n d  the CPR just sits back 
there a n d  they j ust h ave to have a free r ide o n  what the 
C N  is  d o i n g ,  M r. Speaker.  
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That i s  the s i tuat ion that faces us today, but the  
c runch  i s  whether  we want  to see  o u r  farmers g o  
d o w n  the dra in  here and o u r  sma l l  rura l  bus i nesses 
a long  with i t  in the ru ral areas of  th i s  p rov i nce.  That is  
the crunch a n d  that's ·  where you separate the men 
f rom the  boys  i n  t h i s  House,  M r. S peaker ,  a n d  I want  
to know where they  stand .  We want  to know where 
they stan d  because we want to know where we stan d  
and the  farmers out  there that we a r e  tal k i n g  f o r  a n d  
spea k i n g  for today w a n t  to k now wh ere t h e y  sta n d ,  
t o o .  So,  I w i l l  be look i n g  forward to s e e  whether t h ey 
are g o i n g  to s u p port th i s  reso l ut ion or vote agai nst i t .  
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MR.  DEPUTY SPEAKER Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon) :  
The Honourab le Mem ber for N i akwa. 

MR. ABE K O VNATS (Niakwa ) :  T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . 
Speaker. I beg to move, seconded by the H o n o u ra b l e  
Mem ber f o r  Ass i n i bo ia ,  that debate be adjourned.  

MOTIO N  presented and carried. 

MR.  D EPUTY SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  House 
Leader. 

MR. DESJARDINS:  M r. Speaker,  I 'd l i ke to move, 
seconded by the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Natura l  
Resou rces, that M r. Speaker do  now l eave the C h a i r  
and t h e  House resolve itself i n  a C o m m ittee to con
s ider  of the Supp ly  to be g ranted to Her  M aj esty. 

M O T I O N  presented and carried a n d  t h e  H o u se 
reso lved itself  i nto a C o m m ittee to cons ider  of t h e  
S u pp ly  to be g ranted to Her  M ajesty w i t h  t h e  H o n o u r
ab le  Member for F l i n  F lon  i n  the C h a i r  for the Depart
ment  of Heal th ;  and the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for R i ver  
East i n  the C h a i r  for  the Department  of Eco n o m i c  
Development and  Tour ism.  

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SU PPLY 

S U PPLY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND TOURISM 

M R .  CHAIRMAN, Phil Eyler (River East) : The Com
m ittee w i l l  come to o rder .  We are o n  I tem 1 . (b) ( 1 )  
Execut ive Salar ies .  

The Mem ber for Stu rgeon C reek.  

MR. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
C h a i rman ,  I said on Fr iday that we wou ld  move off t h i s  
very q u ick ly .  I j ust h ave a cou p l e  of br ief com ments to 
make on  the  su bject that I was on .  I t  was regard i n g  
A lcan .  I j ust wondered i f  t h e  M i n i ster was aware t h at 
A l can had stu d ied the  tax s i tuat io n  t h at I M C  had u sed 
in  Saskatchewan,  i n  that IMC had a system of d i str i 
but ing the tax base from the p lant  t h roughout the  
several  m u n i c i pa l it ies that  wou l d  be support ive of the  
ref i n e ry, and natural ly  the tax  base f rom that p lant  
w o u l d  be very extensive to do  a l ot of the i nfrastruc
t u re w o r k  t h a t w o u l d  b e  r e q u i re d  f o r  t h o s e  
m u n i c i pa l i t ies.  

A l so ,  I w o u l d  say that the M i n ister has ment ioned i n  
an art ic le ,  a n d  I t h i n k  s h e  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  Est i m ates, 
t h at the percolator effect of the prev ious  govern m e n t  
w a s  work i n g  f r o m  the t o p  d o w n  and  they a r e  g o i n g  t o  
work f r o m  the bottom up .  I f i rm ly  be l ieve t h a t  the  
M i n ister w i l l  have  to cons ider  the  s m a l l  bus i ness in  
M a n i toba, w h i c h  she says they  want  to have devel o p
ed fi rst, desperate ly  req u i res somet h i n g  to b u i l d  o n .  
T h e  programs that were bei n g  l ooked a t  by the p re
v ious  govern ment ,  wou ld  as I sa id  $3 b i l l io n ,  the  
Potash ,  the A lcan Refi n ery, the  Power  G r i d ,  w h i c h  
w o u l d  lead to the  extens ion o f  the construct i o n  of 
t h e  power p l a nts a long  the Ne lson ,  a l l  of that w o u l d  
be a t  least a 25-year project i f  we were a b l e  to h ave 
those l arge i n d u str ies l ocate in Man i to ba,  and w h i c h  
wou ld  lead to a t  least 25-years construct ion a l o n g  
t h e  Ne lso n .  
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So, I bel ieve that sma l l  bus i ness has to  have a base 
to b u i l d  o n  in Man itoba. They w i l l  be able to go  after 
the A l berta bus i ness and the Saskatchewan b u s i n ess 
that 's there,  but I can see n o  reason why they 
s h o u l d n't  h ave the  opportun ity to be b u i l d i ng the i r  
b u s i n esses on  p rojects that a re  h a p pe n i n g  i n  M a n i 
toba where we can have a lot  of s a y  as t o  w here the  
p u rchasi n g  goes ,  and that  the eq u i pment  and  every
t h i n g  that they w i l l  have to buy w i l l  lead them i nto 
bei n g  able to q u ote on  other b u s i n esses and I 've 
stated that before. 

We h ave never been a l l  that successfu l in gett i n g  
b u s i n ess out  o f  O ntario .  The m a n ufactu rers o f  O nta
rio are capab le  of s u p p l y i n g  t h e i r  b i g  projects. The 
reason for the smal l bus i ness i n  O ntar io i s  because 
they have had the  opport u n ity to be s u p p l ie rs to large 
corporat ions  that h ave i nvested in O ntar io and I t h i n k  
t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  s h o u l d  happen i n  Man itoba. I wou ld  
say  to the  M i n ister that  those cons iderat ions  w h i l e  
l o o k i n g  a t  the n e w  p rojects s h o u l d  be f i rst a n d  
u p permost i n  t h e  m i nds of th i s  g overnment .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Madame M i n i ster.  

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I thank  the  honour
a b l e  mem ber for rais i n g  the  q uest i o n  of tax base d i s
t r ibu t ion  t h ro ug hout several m un i c i pa l i t ies .  We are 
aware of that possi b i l i ty .  In fact, we've d iscussed a 
p ro posal from representatives of the  affected m u n ic i 
pal i t ies ,  at l east those who wou l d  be affected by the 
cur rent  A l can s i te and I t h i n k  i t 's a good pr i nc ip le .  

Wi th  regard to the approach to Eco n o m i c  Devel
opment, I be l ieve that our government  is  in favou r  of 
both s m a l l  bus i n ess bottom up deve lopment and 
megaprojects, p rovided there i s  net benef i t  to the 
peop le  of the  prov i nce. I don ' t  bel i eve we have sa id  we 
are agai nst megaprojects. We are for a s tud ied and 
p l a n ned approach to t h e i r  development  and that 
wou l d  i n c l u d e  b u i l d i n g  i n  the M a n itoba pu rch ase, so I 
t h i n k  the  areas of d i sag reement  a re narrow. T h ey 
have regard to the  necessary h o m ework and  p lan n i ng 
to be done by the p u b l i c  authority before mov ing  i nto 
the proposed megaprojects, n ot a reject i o n  of meg
aprojects per se. 

I w o u l d  suggest, M r. C h a i rperson ,  t h at we have had 
fai r ly  lengthy d i scuss i o n ,  that we m ove i nto the l i ne
by-l i n e  d iscuss ion .  

M R .  JOHNSTON: N o  p rob lem .  I had sa id I j ust had  
t h ose few comments to  make .  I w o u l d  ask  a q u est ion 
on  the  Sa lary i tem that we're on.  I not ice t h at there is 
an  i n c rease and there were f ive staff  of the M i n ister's 
off i ce p rev ious ly  and two in the Deputy M i n ister's 
off ice  for a total of seven .  I i m ag i n e  the i ncrease is 
because of the execut ive ass istant;  I d i d n ' t  h ave a 
person specif ied as such .  I s  that the  reason?  

M R S. SMITH:  M r. C h a i rperson ,  I don ' t  h ave the 
n u m bers that you are look i n g  at .  

MR. J O H N STO N :  I ' m  l o o k i n g  at my l ast year 's  
n u m bers that I have ;  I don't  h ave t h i s  year's n u m bers. 
There were seven before and I n ot i ced t here is an 
i n c rease by approx i m ately 30 percent from 2 1 7  to 281 .  
I was j u st q uest ion ing  what the i n c rease is .  
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MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  on the adj usted vote, 
t h ree persons had in fact been added to the M i n i ster's 
off ice and  what we are reco m m e n d i n g  i s  n o  change i n  
that n u m ber.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  then i t  i s  now 1 0, i s  i t? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. JOH NSTON :  The execut ive off ice ,  the  spec ia l  
advisor to the M i n ister, M r .  Berg m a n ,  I wonder  i f  the 
M i n ister cou l d  g i ve us  a reaso n  why M r. Berg man was 
let go .  

MRS.  SMITH:  Mr .  Cha i rperson,  i t  i s  customary for the 
spec ia l  assistant to the M i n ister to be a person who i s  
sym pathet ic wi th  the pol i t ica l  and  economic  approach 
of the govern ment  in power and t h at was the bas i s  for 
the change .  

M R .  JOHNSTON: M r. C h a i rman ,  i t  was not custom
ary in that pos i t ion  d u ri n g  our t ime.  M r. Berg man had 
prev ious ly  worked for t h ree d i fferent govern ments or 
th ree d ifferent po l i t ica l  part ies in h is pos i t ions  with 
the  Provi n c i a l  G overn ment .  M r. Berg m a n ,  I don't  ever 
t h i n k  was there to be a n  adviser to the  M i n ister as far 
as I was concerned.  

From the  point  of v iew of po l i t ics  h e  was a t remend
ous a m bassador  who knew everybody i n  M a n itoba,  
certa i n ly w i th  the  Man i toba Cham bers and  many 
smal l  bus i ness peop le  in  M a n itoba because of h i s  
exper ience prev ious  t o  b e i n g  w i t h  the  govern ment  
and  after h e  came with  t h e  government  a n d  was a n  
except iona l ly  good pers o n  to be a b l e  to go  out  and  
d i g  down to the  bottom of a n y  p rob lems  that m i g ht be 
out  there and be able to advise the  M i n ister o n  t h e m .  

I w a s  asked i f  t h e  change  t h at has b e e n  made - a n d  
I k n ow the  person t h a t  has taken h i s  pos i t ion  d oes 
have a sym pathy  to the p resent party,  he's the v ice  
pres ident  of t h e  NOP party  a n d  as a m atter of fact  was 
a cand idate who ran agai nst myself - but I wou l d  
hope that t h e  replacement  o f  M r. Berg man i s  such  
that you have  the  cont i n u ity w i th  t h e  C h a m bers of  
C o m merce t h roug hout  t h e  p rov i n ce a n d  the s m a l l  
bus i ness t h at h e  had because h e  w a s  a b l e  to be ca l l ed 
on at any t i m e  to go out  a n d  work very hard to solve 
any prob lem and advise the  M i n ister.  

MRS. SM ITH:  M r. Cha i rpers o n ,  I respect the  fact that 
each M i n ister has d i fferent needs and v i ews the  off ice 
a n d  the i r adv isory needs in  a d i fferent l i g ht .  I t h i n k  
that's q u ite appropr iate.  I respect that t h e  p revious  
M i n i ster c h ose to g ive h i g hest pr io rity to the  ro l e  that 
he had M r. Berg m a n  p lay.  I c hoose to g ive h i g h  pr ior
ity to someone  who's  p h i l osphy a n d  econ o m i c  
approach I ' m  i n  sym pathy w i t h  and  my party. 

I f i n d  t h i s  touches o n  an issue that I raised in my 
i n a u g u ra l  speech in the House  and that is ,  there 
seems to be a be l i ef among many Conservatives that 
they see the  wor ld  the  way the  wor ld  is ,  w hereas 
N D P's see i t  th rough  an i d eo l o g i ca l  or  p h i l osoph ica l  
b ias .  I made the  po in t  then a n d  I be l i eve i n  i t  very 
strong ly  that both approaches are leg i t i mate. They 
are h o n est ly h e l d  by g ro u ps of peop le  that it 's not 
i m proper for a n  e lected M i n ister to seek help from 
someone who shares and u nderstands  the genera l  

p h i l osophy and  economic  t h rust t o  the  party. 
I chose to appoi nt as sen i o r  pol i cy adviser, a person 

i n  whom I had conf idence.  I f ind that the  relat ionsh i p  
w i t h  the com m u n ity is  one  that i s  an  i m portant o n e  
a n d  I person a l l y  have been more t h a n  happy a n d  
active i n  g o i n g  persona l ly  to meet Cham bers of 
C o m merce, s m a l l  town g ro u ps,  sma l l  bus i ness peo
p le .  N ot o n l y  that ,  I have had a steady process ion  of 
representatives of those g ro u ps v is i t ing  me in my 
office a n d  I i ntend to  cont i n u e  wi th  t h at open-door 
pol i cy to the  extent t ime and  energy permit .  

So ,  in  my case I chose to g i ve h igh pr iority to the 
type of consu ltant  that I have appoi nted and  i t  i s  with 
no d i s respect to M r. Berg m a n .  I t h i n k  h e  d id a very 
a b l e  j o b  i n  a f i e ld  t h at he had a l ot of exper ience a n d  
bac k i n g  and  I respect h i m  for  that .  I c h ose to make a 
d i fferent appointment  and I feel that I made a wise 
appointment for my needs. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Then there was a spec ia l  ass istant 
before and there is  a n  addit ion of th ree staff and  as I 
ment ioned ,  I be l i eve,  the M i n ister has an execut ive 
assistant w h i c h  was not t he re before. Who are the  
other  two o r  what  are the other  two? 

MRS. S MITH: Mr. C h a i rperson ,  the prev ious M i n ister 
had f i l l ed  the  pos i t ion  of ad m i n i st rat ive off icer  and an 
A D M ,  and  it 's now to be offic ia l l y  the ADM of Strateg i c  
P lan n i n g .  The  other, the  pos i t ion  o f  execut ive assist
ant was vacant and  we have f i l l ed  i t .  

MR. C H A I R M A N :  1 . (b) ( 1 ) -pass ;  1 . ( b) ( 2) O t h e r  
Expend i tu res-pass; 1 . (c) ( 1 )  F i nance and Ad m i n i stra
t ion :  Sa lar ies-pass; 1 . (c) (2) Other  Expend i tures
pass; 1 . (d) ( 1 )  Eco n o m i c  Research and Analys is :  Sa
lari es - the M e m be r  for Stu rgeon Creek. 

MR. JOHNSTON :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I am very aware of 
what t h i s  g ro u p  does. They are except iona l ly  good at 
t h e i r  jobs ,  I m i g ht add .  I j ust want to ask the M i n i ster ,  
t here was work be i n g  done o n  what  was ca l l ed the 
Man itoba Ten-Year Econom ic  Rev iew. I wou l d  wonder 
i f  t h at i s  cont i n u i n g  to be done because the  stat ist ics 
were,  I bel i eve, j ust about  f i n i shed and there was work 
bei n g  done o n  t h e  wr it ing for the  Ten-Year Eco n o m i c  
Review.  I s  t hat be i n g  cont i nued  and  i f  i t  i s ,  when c a n  
w e  expect i t ?  
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MRS.  SMITH:  M r. C h a i rperson ,  yes, that very val ua
b le  work is j ust about complete.  The f ina l  approval 
s h o u l d  occ u r  the f i rst week in M ay .  I t  w i l l  take a few 
days to check the d ata and i t  w i l l  then go to the pr i nter 
and i t  should be ava i lab le  i n  pr i nted form by m i d-J une .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  1 . (d) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies-pass; 1 . (d) (2) 
Other Expend i tu res-pass; 1 . (e) ( 1 )  Man itoba B u reau 
of Stat i st ics :  Sa laries - the M e m ber for Sturgeon 
Creek.  

MR.  JOHNSTON :  There is  not m uch of an i n c rease i n  
th is  department ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  but  t h e  M i n ister out
l i ned in her  open i n g  remarks that the B u reau of Stat i s
t ics wou l d  be tak i n g  a more act ive ro l e  and  I be l i eve 
she sa i d ,  an  active ro le in the - I ' m  not s u re whether  i t  
was gather ing of stat ist ics and i n  the stat ist ics requ i red 
for the  strateg i c  p lan n i n g  and m aybe I h aven't got that 
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r ight  - but I wou l d  ask the M i n ister i f  she cou ld  j ust 
very br ief ly out l i n e  that new ro le .  A lso ,  is it the i nten
t ion of the M a n i toba Bu reau of Stat ist i cs to start put
t ing  out  a quarter ly report as they d i d  prev ious ly? 

MRS.  SMITH: Yes,  M r. C h a i rperson,  the Econo m i c  
Accou nts Project is  cont i n u i ng i n  co-operat ion with  
Fi nance Department ,  so that i t  d id  not represent a 
g reat f inanc ia l  l oad on o u r  department .  The  q u estio n  
of u s i n g  the ava i l ab le  resou rces i n  an effect ive w a y  i s  
one  t h a t  we i ntend to t a k e  ser ious ly  and we w i l l  be 
sett i n g  pr iori t i es for the  work done by th is  g rou p .  We 
are i nterested,  in terms of expan d i n g  the data ava i l a
b le ,  to secu re m ore d i str i but ive data, not j ust agg re
gate data. That is, to see i f  we can f i nd  out the i m pact 
of p rograms o n  d i fferent g ro u ps i n  the com m u n ity 
with a l i t t le m ore sens i t i v ity.  I t  may be we w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  
k i n d  o f  d a t a  c o l l ect i o n  is  n o t  w i th i n  o u r  m e a n s  t h i s  
year, i n  w h i c h  case w e  w i l l  m a k e  a t ig hter p lan  and  
i nc lude  a proposal for that  i n  the fo l lowi n g  year. 

MR. JOHNSTON: W i l l  they cont i n u e  to work c l ose ly 
with the  sourc i n g  programs as far as gather i n g  stati s
t ics for those programs from a p o i n t  of v i ew of w hat 
w i l l  be req u i red on large p rojects in western Canada? 

MRS.  SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  a s i m p l e  answer to 
that is  yes, we w i l l  be i n c l u d i n g  our sou rc i n g  data base 
to i nc l u de non-man ufactur i ng  f i rms ,  commenc ing  
w i th  the i n d ustr ia l  services. That i s  repair ,  ma i nte
nance,  custom wel d i n g  and m ac h i n i n g  and we w i l l  be 
inc l u d i n g  the western projects req u i re ments. 

MR. CHAI R MAN:  1 . (e) ( 1 ) -pass ;  1 . (e) (2) O t h e r  
Expend itu res-pass; 1 . (f) ( 1 )  Man itoba H o rse Raci n g  
C o m m iss ion G rant  Assistance - The M e m be r  fo r 
Stu rgeon C reek.  

MR.  JOHNSTON: This has been i n c reased , M r. 
Cha i rman.  It is very obvious why it has been i ncreased.  
I know the very deta i led tec h n i ca l i t ies that have to g o  
o n  before t h i s  f i g u re is  arr ived at w i th  t h e  est i m ates o f  
horse rac i n g  days,  p u rses, etc. , and  of course the n e w  
annou ncement  t h a t  there wou l d  be a n  extra f i v e  per
cent  on the tr iactors. The breakdown,  as the M i n ister 
knows, of the 7 .5  went to the prov i nce and the horse 
rac i n g  i n d ustry ,  but  is  i t  the i ntent to g ive the extra 5 
percent i n  t r iactors a l l  to the  h o rse rac i n g  i n d ustry, 
and what w i l l  the  percentages then work out  to be 
from the point of v iew of the breakdown of the 7 . 5  on 
a l l  rac ing  and the extra 5 percent o n  the  tr iactors? 

MRS. SM ITH: M r. Cha i rperso n ,  as you know T h e  
Par i m utue l  T a x  A c t  i s  bei ng  changed i n  o r d e r  to per
m it t h e  larger takeout .  The Tax Act, i tself ,  does not  
des i g nate the  p u rpose of the m oney other  than for 
i n d u stry deve lopment .  The new C o m m iss ion h ave 
been meet i n g  with the g roups affected and g ett i n g  
them to w o r k  o u t ,  i n  co-operat ion  to the extent t h ey 
can , a consensus as to what t h e i r  j o i n t  needs on the  
i n d u stry are .  I have been  i nformed t h i s  m o rn i n g  that 
they are very c l ose to a dec is ion  t h at there has been a 
h i g h  deg ree of consensus ach ieved,  if not 1 00 per
cent ,  and that the other aspect of the  p rocess has 
bee n that the g roups  i n volved have been most appre
c iat i ve of the opport u n ity wh ich  t h ey say they haven't 

rea l l y  had for a long  t ime  if ever, some are sayi n g ,  to 
s i t  down together  with the C o m m iss ion  and take the 
t ime to go through  t h e i r  d i fferent needs and then to 
u n d e rstan d  one another's needs,  so that the  recom
mendat ion  they can then make to the  C o m m iss ion  
bears with  i t  m u c h  m o re m utua l  u n d e rstand i n g  and  
sort of develo ped a sp i r i t  of co-operat i o n  a m o n g  
them.  I feel i t  a u g u rs wel l for the effect ive ness of the 
new C o m m iss ion  and  I w i l l  l eave i t  to them to make 
the actua l  a n n o u n cement  of the  d iv i s ion  of the  tax.  
They w i l l ,  of course,  consu l t  with m e  to ensure that i t  
has my approva l ,  but  I expect t h at I w i l l  be ab le  to 
support the so lut ion that they arr ive at. 
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MR. CHAI R MAN: The h o u r  be i n g  4:30 p . m . ,  I am 
i n terrupt i n g  the p roceed ings  for Pr ivate Mem bers' 
Hour .  

Comm ittee r ise 

CONCU RRENT COMMITTEES OF SU PPL V 

SUPPL V - HEAL TH 

MR.  CHAI R MAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The 
Com m ittee wi l l  come to order .  I wou ld  d i rect the  
mem bers' attent ion to Page 7 1 , cons ider i ng the Esti
mates of the Department  of Hea lt h ,  I tem No.  1 , Execu
t ive Fu nct ion  1 . (a) ( 1 ) ,  M i n i ster's Sa lary .  

The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Health .  

M R .  DESJAR D I NS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  before I i nt ro d u ce 
the Department  of Heal th  Est i m ates for 1 982-83, I 
s h o u l d  l i ke to say how deeply i n  d e bt I am to the  
ded i cated peop l e  w h o  work  w i th  me .  When I resu med 
th i s  off i ce i n  Decem ber ,  I saw many fam i l i a r  faces as 
we l l  as some new o n es.  I h ave fou n d  them as a g ro u p  
m u c h  as t h e y  h ave a lways bee n ,  a b o d y  of men a n d  
w o m e n  devoted to ra i s i ng  the standard of health care 
i n  M a n itoba.  N o  M i n i ster a n d  n o  government  cou l d  be 
better  served than  by peo p l e  c o m m itted to a n  i d e a l .  I 
w ish  to s i n g l e  out  for part i cu la r  t r i bute one of the m ost 
deep ly  c o m m itted , my Deputy M i n i ster, M r .  Reg 
Edwards .  D u r i n g  the past  f ive months he has been a 
stro n g  a n d  steady s u p port .  As Execut ive D i rector  of 
the M a n itoba H ea l th  Services C o m m iss ion ,  a pos i t ion  
h e  st i l l  h o l d s ,  h e  b r i n g  a com pass ionate m ind  a n d  
val u a b l e  ad m i n istrative exper ience to a com p l ex 
department .  M a n i tobans a re fort u n ate i ndeed to h ave 
such  a person as the i r Deputy M i n ister of Heal th .  

I w i s h  a lso to acknowledge w i th  thanks  the  h e l p  
g iven to m e  by  Dr .  Georg e  J o h nson who h a s  he ld  t h i s  
off ice before m e  and  who is  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  i n t ro
duct ion  of m a n y  of the s uccessf u l  p rograms st i l l  i n  
p lace. I a m  t h a n kfu l  that he h a s  accepted t o  rema in  
w i th  t h e  department and to cont i n u e  to  contr i bute h i s  
w i d e  k n o w l e d g e  and  e x p e r i e n c e  as m e d i c a l  
consu ltant .  

I s h o u l d  l'i ke  to take this o p p o rt u n ity to express my 
g rat i tude to my personal  staff. They are  com petent 
and  i n d ustr i ous ;  they are loya l  to m e  and to t h e  
department a n d  I w i s h  to t h a n k  t h e m  m ost w a r m l y  for 
the i r he lp and  faithfu l serv ice .  

I m ust a lso express thanks to a l l  the  health care 
p rofess iona ls  and  vo lunteers w h o  serve t h e  hea l th  
needs of M a n itobans outs ide g overn ment i n  o u r  h os
p ita ls ,  person a l  care homes,  u n i vers i t ies ,  com m u n i ty 
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agen c i es and organ izat ions .  I k n ow, M r. Cha i rman ,  
that they are men a n d  women of cou rage and com
m itment and  I want  them to be assu red that we n eed 
and apprec iate every one of them.  

I s h o u l d  a lso l i ke to take t h i s  opport u n ity to t h a n k  
the  Oppos i t ion  H e a l t h  c r i t i c ,  the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  
for Fort Garry. D u r i n g  the d ebate o n  t h e  Speech from 
the  Throne,  h e  made a m e m o rab le  speech devoted 
m a i n l y  to our Heal th  Service wh ich  was u n d e r  h i s  
d i rect ion  d u ri n g  the prev ious  ad m i n istrat i o n .  I I  was a 
f i n e  speech and I we lcome it as m u c h  for its form as 
for its content.  It was s i ncere and h o n est and it raised 
many provocative issues about the fu ture of health 
care in  Canada.  I want h im to k n ow, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
t hat I t a k e  h i m  a t  h i s  w o r d .  I w a n t  the  he lp  h e  s o  
generous ly  offered . I n  the years a h e a d  I m ust add ress 
many of the provocative issues to w h i c h  he referred 
and I w i l l  we lcome h i s  i d eas and h i s  construct ive 
cr i t i c i sm .  To be of real va l u e  to the  peo p l e  h e  serves, a 
Hea l th  M i n ister m u st depend o n  cr i t i cs whose con
cern for the genera l  good can transcend pol i t ica l  
g a i n .  

The h o n o u rab le  m e m be r  sa id  i n  the speech that he  
hoped I retu rned to th i s  off ice  to f i n d  t h e  Department  
of Hea l th  in  good shape ,  good s p i ri t  a n d  reasonab le  
comfort .  I shou ld  l i ke to assu re h im o n  that score. I 
f i n d  myse l f  i n  agreement w i th  a n u m be r  of programs 
advanced d u r i n g  h is  term as M i n i ster a n d  th is  i s  par  
for the course because many of them had been e i ther  
i n it iated o r  p laced o n  the d rawi n g  board d u r i n g  the  
Sch reyer ad m i n i strat ion .  Some of t h ese programs w i l l  
p rog ress wi thout  marked change .  I f  we have to 
c h a n g e  the shape of others, we w i l l  do so with a 
m i n i m u m  of d i scomfort and  n o  loss of sp i r i t .  

Our goal ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  is  better hea l th  for a l l  Man
itobans.  We w i l l  d o  what we have to d o  to ach ieve that 
g oa l .  The M e m ber  for Fort G arry dwel led at some 
l e n gt h  o n  what h e  descri bed as o m iss ions  from the  
Th rone S peec h .  I assu re h im that h e  need n ot h ave 
any fear that the q u estions  he raised w i l l  g o  u n a ns
wered for lack of attent ion  or fa i l u re of energy.  O u r  
attent ion  h a s  been sharpened by t h e  defi c i ency w e  
have u ncovered ; o u r  energy h a s  i n c reased because 
we have fou n d  so much work to be done .  

O n e  of the  q u est ions the  h o n o u ra b l e  mem ber  
asked i n  h i s  speech  was ,  w here i s  the  recog n it ion  of  
the  long-range p lan n i ng capabi l ity o n  w h i c h  we were 
start i n g ?  I ' m  g l ad h e  asked th is ;  i t  i s  a n  i m portant 
q u est i o n .  I t  i s ,  in fact, one of the f i rst q u est ions I asked 
mysel f  when I assu med off ice .  Our health system has 
become so c o m p l ex and so cost ly that  n o  Hea l th  
M i n ister can funct ion  adeq u ately w i thout  l o ng-term 
p l a n n i n g .  So where ,  I asked myself ,  was the  long-term 
p l a n n i n g  capa b i l i ty the prev ious  M i n ister had so often 
ment ioned? Where were the  p l a n ners? I c o u l d  not 
f ind them, Mr.  Cha i rman ,  but  I assu re you and I assu re 
the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  that  they w i l l  soon be 
funct io n i n g .  

W e  have set as i d e  over $2 m i l l i o n  for  new programs 
and  for the expans ion  of the  ex ist i n g  programs.  
I nc l uded in  th is  amount i s  a su bstant ia l  amount for 
the  expans ion of health p lan n i ng ,  i n c l u d i ng new staff 
man years and a transfer of ex ist i n g  staff man years to 
this area of h i g h  pr io r ity.  O u r  plan g r o u p  w i l l  i d ent i fy 
health pr ior i t ies,  for m u late appropriate p o l i c ies ,  goa ls  
a n d  strateg ies for ach iev i n g  these goals ,  both i m me-

d iate and l ong-range.  They w i l l  also c o m m e n ce a 
systemat ic  rev iew of ex ist i n g  programs to e n s u re that 
Man itobans are conti n u i n g  to receive effective servi
ces at a reasonab le  cost. We are not  m a r k i n g  t i m e ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  We are g o i n g  to i nfuse new strength  i nto 
the best of our old i deas, add i n g  42 staff man years to 
the  department's comp lement ;  27 of w h i c h  wi l l  be  
a l located to our  Com m u n ity Health D iv is ion for  d i rect 
f ie ld  services for  p u b l i c  hea l th  n u rs i n g ,  h o m e  care 
and mental  health services. 

We a re aware, M r. Cha i rman ,  t h at i f  we are to suc
cessf u l ly defen d  Med icare agai nst r i s i ng  costs, we 
m u st concentrate a larger  share of our l i m ited res o u r
ces on p lan n i ng prevent ive measu res accom pa n i ed 
by health promot ions .  For t h i s  reason ,  we w i l l  seek a n  
add it iona l  $400, 000 f o r  o u r  C om m u n ity H e a l t h  Serv i
ces D i v i s i o n  and  an extra $35,000 for hea l th  p ro m o
t ion  act iv i t ies .  The total expend i t u re for 1 980-83 for 
which we seek approval is  to be $91 3 m i l l io n .  Th is  
rep resents an i n c rease over  1 981 -82 of $ 1 88 m i l l i o n  o r  
26 percent.  I n  any  event th is ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  i s  a stag
ger ing s u m .  

The H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  f o r  Fort G arry rem i n ded 
us  l ast month,  t h at some cr i t ics feel t h at we cannot 
afford Med icare as it was o r i g i n a l l y  conce ived .  M y  
rep ly ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  i s  that we cannot afford to l et o u r  
hea l th  programs deter iorate because of u n d e r  fund
ing .  A hea l thy  popu lat ion is  o u r  most  p rec ious  natura l  
resource;  o n  i t  depends  everyt h i n g  e lse .  T h i s  gov
ernment  i ntends to provide not o n l y  the hea l th  fac i l i
t ies and resou rces needed by o u r  popu lat ion  to res
tore hea l th ,  but a lso  the personal  i ncent ives that he lp  
to m a i ntai n the  k i n d  of product ive good hea l th  every
o n e  n eeds and wants. 

I w o u l d  also be ask i n g  for approval  of funds  to 
establ i s h  a ru ra l  A u d i o l og ica l  Centre i n  the I nter lake 
area; the  l ast one of the ru ra l  reg ions  to be p rov ided 
wi th  a modern hear i ng  centre .  Our p lan  i s  to u lt i
mately prov ide such hear ing centres in W i n n i peg as 
wel l ,  and the f i rst of these centres w i l l ,  in fact, be 
estab l ished in th i s  c o m i n g  year. 

We w i l l  ask for funds  to provide for e lectro n i c  tech
n i ca l  service to c o l l aborate and repa i r  hear i n g  eq u i p
ment and  to exten d  a Luther  Contro l  Centre Program 
for the profou n d l y  d eaf to offer service to persons  in 
r u ra l  Man itoba. Other  medical  p u b l i c  health services 
i n c l uded in our B u dget i n c l ude a medical  consu ltant 
to estab l i s h  the  prov inc ia l  p rotoco l  o n  home oxygen 
therapy, add i t iona l  support for our Venereal  D isease 
Prog ram, add i t iona l  funds to compl ete p i l ot p rojects 
of computer-ass isted i m m u n izat ion  mon itor i n g ,  a 
prog ram to offer n utr i t ion educat ion  to Native fam i l ies.  

A p ro m i nent p l ace is  bei n g  reserved i n  my depart
ment  for strengthen i n g  the  Cont i n u i n g  Care P ro
g ra m .  We reco g n ize home care as the log ica l  a l terna
t ive  to expens ive i nst i t u t i o n a l  care .  I n d ee d  we 
recogn ized th is back i n  1 974 when the  prev ious  N O P  
ad m i n i st rat i o n  started t h e i r  H o m e  Care Program,  
which has s i nce become a model  for a l l  Canada.  We 
i ntend to cont i n u e  strengthen i n g  because we can 
foresee i n creas i n g  demands for th is serv ice .  For 
exam ple ,  we are req uest i n g  funds for equ i pment  and 
staff to expand t h e  Home Oxygen Prog ram to ru ral 
Man itoba.  We also recogn ize the need to plan care
fu l ly and to i nvo lve strateg ies to enr ich  and  s u pport 
the l ives of o u r  i n c reas i n g  e lder ly popu lat ion .  S i n ce a 
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major proport ion of home care is  for the e lder ly ,  th i s  
grou p w i ll serve o u r  p lans  to i n c rease the n u m bers of  
reg iona l  home care  a n d  n u rs i n g  staff, but t h i s  is  o n l y  
the b eg i n n i ng of o u r  p lans  f o r  the  e lder ly .  O u r  l o n g 
range p l a n n i n g  group w i l l  rev iew a l l  present programs 
for senior c it izens and w i l l  advise us on  such m atters 
as the tra i n i n g  of p rofess iona l  in ger iatr ics and geron
to logy,  t h e  expans i o n  of day hospita ls ,  ad u l t  day care 
and resp ite care, p rov is ion of en r iched hous ing  for 
sen i o r  c i t izens and other m atters of i m portance to t h e  
welfare of the  soc ia l l y  s i g n i f i cant seg ment of t h e  
popu lat io n .  

I n  conform ity w i t h  o u r  e lect i o n  prom ise, the M a n i 
to ba Heal th  Services C o m m i ss ion Est i m ates w i l l  
i nc lude  provis ion  to s u bs i d ize eyeg l asses f o r  the  
e l der ly .  S i m i la r  prov is ions  w i l l  be i nc l uded i n  the  n ext 
two to th ree years to prov ide  assistance to the e lder ly  
i n  the areas of hear i ng  a ids and denta l  serv ices. 
Agai n ,  in conform ity with our election pro m i ses, we 
w i l l  take steps t h i s  year to expand c h i l d ren 's  denta l  
serv i ces .  I w i l l  e laborate i n  t h i s  i n  g reater detai l ,  M r. 
C h a i rman ,  when the  i tem i n  q u est ion is bei ng  debated 
as a supp lement  to the Est imates. 

For o u r  M ental  Health D iv is ion ,  we w i l l  be ask i n g  for 
fu nds for add i t iona l  staff to meet the health needs of 
ger iatr ic pat ients,  as wel l as i n c rease staff for both 
B randon and Sel k i rk Menta l  Health Centres. I n  o u r  
Capi tal  B udget,  that is  the government 's Capita l  
Budget,  we wi l l  be asked for $3 .3  m i l l i o n  to i m p rove 
faci l i t ies at both these centres. 

As I said ear l i er, M r. C h a i rman ,  the overa l l  budget of 
the Heal th  Department  i s  up by $1 88 m i l l i o n  over l ast 
year's $725 m i l l i o n  or  26 percent.  The  p rog rams of the  
A lcoho l i sm Fou n d at ion  of M a n itoba h ave i n c reased 
in cost by $1 m i l l i o n  o r  by 1 6  percent. The ba lance of 
Health Department Programs are up nearly $ 1 2  m i l
l i on  or 1 8  percent.  The Est i m ates of the Man itoba 
Health Services Comm iss ion ,  which com p rised the 
maj o r  port i o n  of the  department  spe n d i n g ,  are up by 
$ 1 75  m i l l i o n  o r  27 percent .  We should not forget ,  M r. 
C h a i rman .  that we i n her i ted a $44 m i l l i o n  def ic i t  of 
Man itoba Heal th  Services Comm iss ion 's  spend i n g  
from t h e  prev ious  ad m i n istrat ion .  H owever, even after 
adj u st i n g  for  t h i s  su bstant ia l  shortfa l l ,  we are p roject
ing i ncreased spe n d i n g  for Man itoba Health Servi ces 
Com m iss ion of 1 9  percent.  

M r. C h a i rman ,  I w i l l  annou nce the deta i l s  of the 
Man itoba Health Services C o m m iss ion Cap ital  P ro
g ram when d ea l i n g  w i th  that part icu la r  l i n e  in the 
Est i mate rev iew.  The program wi l l  not o n l y  take i nto 
account  the leg i t imate req u i rements of the res idents 
of M a n i toba ,  but w i l l  be p h ased i n ,  in such  a way as to 
prov ide  sti m u l us to the construct ion i n d ustry, bear ing  
i n  m ind  the a b i l i ty of the  prov i nce to fund  construc
t ion projects. 

I s h o u l d  also l i ke to ment ion some new and 
expanded p rograms to be f u nded by Man i toba Hea l th  
Services Comm ission ,  d u r ing  the u pcom i n g  year. The 
out-pat ient obstetr ical  scree n i n g  services at  the Health 
Science Center in St.  Bon i face Genera l  Hospi ta l  are 
t o  b e  e x p a n d e d  t o  p ro v i d e  s e rv i c e  t o  r u r a l  
com m u n it ies .  

D iagnostic u l t rasound ,  which wi l l  i nc lude  cont in ued 
u p g ra d i n g  at the two teac h i n g  hospita ls and new ser
v ices at the G race, Dau p h i n  and  the Pas hospi ta ls .  At 
present we ma inta i n  a m b u l atory e lectrocard iography 
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mon i tor ing  serv ices cal l ed Ha l ter  and  Mon itor i n g  at 
the two teac h i n g  hospita ls  in W i n n i peg .  D u r i n g  1 982-
83, we propose to decentra l ize the serv ice  by p rov id
i n g  i t  at f ive hospita l  l ocat ions .  Surg i ca l  i ntensive care 
u n it at the  Heal th  Sc ience Centre w i l l  be renovated 
and expanded to e n hance post-operative manage
ment of h i g h  r isk s u rg ical  patients.  

D u r i n g  1 982-83, we w i l l  f u rther expand the prov in
c ia l  d ia lysis program operated from the Hea l th  Science 
Centre i n  the  St. Bon iface Hospita l . The  expansion 
wi l l  apply to both i n-pat ients serv ices and  own d ia ly
s is services.  

Phys iotherapy staff w i l l  be i n c reased at B randon  
and W i n n i peg hospi ta ls  to accom m od ate a grow i n g  
n u m ber  of out-pat ients.  

D u ri n g  1 982-83, Man itoba's card i o-vascu lar  su rgery 
capacity w i l l  be expanded to m eet the need for 
i n c reased open heart surgery.  The expansion w i l l  be 
based o n  the  f i n d i n g s  of a rev iew c o m m ittee t h at w i l l  
be report i n g  t o  m e ,  short ly .  

We are a lso rep l ac i n g  major  i tems of hosp ita l  
eq u i pment  i n c l u d i n g  rad io log ica l  equ i p ment .  We w i l l  
u p g rade and  expand n u c l ear  m ed i c i n e  equ i pment .  
These i tems, prov ided for i n  o u r  Est i m ates, are 
expected to cost in  excess of $7 .5 m i l l i o n .  

I nc l u d ed i n  the  Esti m ates of the M a n itoba Health 
Serv i c es C o m m i ss i o n ,  i s  a genera l  i n c rease of 1 3 per
cent  of the M u n i c i pa l  A m b u lance G rants P rog ram to 
help m u n i c i pa l i t i es prov ide  this necessary serv ice .  

A lso i n c l uded in  the  Est imates, are funds for the  
C ity of W i n n i peg to assist them i n  i m p lement i n g  p ro
posed i m p rovements to the i r  Emergency Heal th  
Response System .  These funds wi l l  be app l ied toward 
the costs of u p g rad i n g  staff t ra i n i n g  as part of the i r  
i m p rovement progra m .  P rojected spen d i ng for the  
N o rthern  Pat ient  Transportat ion  Service has been 
i n c reased by $685,000 o r  more than 40 percent .  Th is  
gove r n m ent ,  th rough  t h i s  and other  programs,  is  
comm itted to ensur ing  that northern res idents benef it  
from standards of treatment  comparable to t hose 
offered in the m o re popu lous  south .  

In  conc lus ion ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  i t  is  p la in from 
the  fo reg o i n g  remarks as i t  w i l l  be from the  d eta i l ed 
Est i m ates, that we are su pport i ng  a w ide  range of 
complex  serv i ces .  These services are des igned ,  not 
o n l y  to p rov ide  med ica l  and  i nsti tut iona l  s u pport for 
the s ick and the  t ro u b led ,  but  to keep peo p l e  free from 
the  avo i d a b l e  b u rden  of d i sease. We propose to p lan  
caref u l ly a n d  to keep o r  s i g hts f i xed  o n  the  fut u re .  We 
know t h at t h i s  w i l l  take  po l i t ica l  c o m m itments,  co
operat i o n  from everyone in the health f ie ld  as wel l  as 
every consumer  of hea l th  care,  concerned act ion  
from i n d iv idua ls  and  g ro u ps i n  and out  of g overn ment  
a n d  a bove a l l  a p p ropr iate cho ices.  The u l t i m ate test 
of o u r  strategy is the i m p rovement of hea l tti .  We do 
not see t h i s  as m e re p ious  hope; we are conv i nced we 
are em barked on  a w i n n i n g  batt le .  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  l i ke to thank the  m e m bers of 
the  c o m m ittee. I t r ied  to prov ide  the Hea l th  C ri t i c  for 
the O ppos i t ion  wi th  d i fferent i nformat ion that I t h i n k  
w o u l d  be he lpfu l t o  h i m ,  s u c h  a s  the  staff man year 
and the d i fferent agencies that we deal  w i th .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' d  l i ke to pose a c h a l l enge to the  
m e m bers of t h i s  c o m m ittee wi thout  tryi n g  to force 
anyt h i n g  and i t  m ight  be somet h i n g  that w i l l  prove 
d iff i c u l t  to the Heal th  Cr i t ic  for the O ppos i t ion  and to 
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myself ,  but  I wonder if we cou ld  show the examp le  of 
as m u c h  as poss i b le ,  i f  we cou ld  t ry to refra i n  from 
s m o k i n g  d u r i n g  the d ebate of these Est i m ates. It is 
someth i n g  that I th i n k  that we shou ld  a l i tt le bit to 
show that we a re concerned and maybe that' l l  he lp  
expedite the  -( I nterject ion) - Wel l ,  I w i l l  do that for 
myself and i f  i t  works I ' l l  tel l  you .  

So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou ld  l i ke to thank  the mem bers 
very m u c h .  

M R .  CHAIR MAN: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  f o r  Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Cha i rman ,  I welco m e  the oppor
t u n ity to e m bark on the exam i n at ion  of the  Est i m ates 
of the Department of Heal th  for 1 982-83, and to 
respond to the open i n g  statement  j u st d e l i vered by 
the M i n ister. 

I want to say, f i rst of a l l ,  that I congratu l ate h i m  of 
course on his appointment  as M i n i ster of Heal th ,  h i s  
return  to that off ice ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  off ice that he occu
pied capab ly  and we l l  d u r i n g  the  1 975- 1 977 per iod,  
the  l ast two years approx i m ately of the  Sch reyer 
ad m i n istrat ion .  I envy his reappointment .  

As h e  has sa id ,  S i r, he has the  pr iv i l eg e  and the  
honor  of work i n g  i n  an extremely conscient ious and 
com m i tted com m u n ity of pub l ic  servants. N o  one 
seek i n g  to serve the  Prov i n ce of M a n itoba cou ld  ask a 
better env i ron ment than that of the  Department  of 
Health wi th  its related arms, d iv is ions  and agenc ies 
such as the Health Services C o m m iss ion  and the  Al
coho l i s m  Foundatio n .  No one could look for a more 
loyal  or he l pfu l  persona l  off ice staff. No one cou ld  
look for  o r  hope to f i n d  anywhere m o re dedicated and 
expert perso n n e l  ran g i n g  f rom the  pos i t ion  of Deputy 
M i n ister ,  now occu pied by M r. Reg Edwards, whom I 
a lso congratu l ate through the  specia l  assistantsh i ps 
such  as are he ld  by Dr .  Georg e  Joh nso n ,  who was so 
hel pfu l  to me, th ro u g h  the Assistant Deputy M in i str ies 
and  down through  the  ran ks of the  D iv i s ion  M anag
ers,  Branch Managers,  P rog ram D i rectors,  a n d  al l  
personne l  serv i n g  under them and with them in the 
f ie ld .  

I t  goes without say i n g  that of cou rse that dedicat ion 
a n d  that  g rat i fy i n g  l oyalty a n d  sense of service i s  a lso 
fou n d  far and  beyon d  those speci f ic  i nd iv idua l  
departmenta l  pos i t i o n s  a n d  f u nct ions ;  i t  ex ists 
t h ro u g hout  our ent i re health system ,  in the  health 
fac i t ies themselves, in the  externa l  agenc ies, in the 
boards and advisory and ad m i n i st rat ive bodies that 
d i rect them and he lp  to g u i de them i n  the  whole p u b l i c  
heal th f i e l d  and  i n  the  f ie ld  of vo lu nteer ism .  So,  I 
endorse on the basis of my own happy and g rat i fy ing  
exper ience of some four  years, S i r, the comments o f  
the  M i n ister wi th  respect to those  persons,  those  i n d i
v idua l  M a n itobans and the i r  dedicat ion and I w ish  to 
assoc iate myself with the accolades that h ave been 
exten ded and that are so r ich ly  deserved . 

I a lso want to thank  the M i n ister for h is  k i n d  refer
ences to my attem pts d u ri n g  the  debate on the 
S peech from the  Throne to art ic u l ate some very 
i m po rtant issues and cha l lenges as I see them i n  the  
hea l th  f ie ld .  I want  to assu re h im that ,  l i ke h im  and l i ke 
many others ,  I am keen ly  i n terested i n  the health f ie ld ,  
rem a i n  keen ly  i nterested in  the health f ie ld .  Only the 
ro le  has changed ,  not  the  i nterest. I a m  j ust as deter-

m i ned as c h i ef H ealth Cr i t ic  for the  Opposi t ion as I 
was as M i n ister of H ealth for the  Govern ment  of the 
Day, to contr ibute what I can to a strengthen i n g  and 
an i m provement  of o u r  hea l th  spect r u m  i n  M a n itoba 
and i ndeed hopefu l l y  beyond that,  beyond M a n itoba 
to the  n at iona l  arena because the  M i n ister,  I 'm s u re, 
wou l d  concede that there i s  a very i m portant role to be 
p layed in terms of the chal lenges fac ing  the who le  
Canadian hea l th  care  system by i n d iv idua l  prov inc ia l  
M i n isters of  Hea l th .  Because of the way o u r  d iv is ion  of  
respon s i b i l i t ies i s  struct u red i n  th is  cou ntry u nder our  
Const i tut io n ,  there are a g reat many t h i n g s  w i th  
respect to health care  wh ich  the Federal Government  
and  the  Federal M i n ister cannot d i rect ly  i nf l u e nce. 
There are a g reat many chal lenges in w h i c h  the Fed
eral  M i n ister and  the Federal Govern ment  can n ot and 
does not i m m u re itself .  

The batt legro u n d  for the confrontat ion  by govern
ment and by al l  of u s  with  the dynamics of the hea l th  
care system,  the  issues and cha l lenges that ex ist in  
the  health care syste m ,  i s  real ly  wi th i n  prov i nc ia l  
boundar ies ,  M r. C h a i rman .  I t  i s  real l y  the  p rovi nc ia l  
M i n i sters of Heal th  and the i r perso n n e l  and  t hose 
personne l  who work in those prov inc ia l  health n et
works who carry the respons ib i l i ty,  who m eet the  
cha l lenges every day ,  who work wi th  the  t roops in  the  
f ie ld  and  who have to contend with the  pressu res and 
the  d i ff icu lt ies that natura l ly  ar i se  i n  any s u c h  e n o r
mous social  program as o u r  health care system.  

Rea l ly ,  the Federal Department and the  Federal 
M i n ister are somewhat removed from those day to 
day cha l lenges and dynamics ,  so a g reat respons ib i l 
i ty  devolves down to the  i n d iv idua l  prov inc ia l  M i n is
ters to deve lop i n it iat ives, to c reate leaders h i p  posi
t ions and to help i nfluence the d i rect ion  of health care 
i n  the  cou ntry. No i nd iv idua l  provi nc ia l  Health M i n is
ter can do i t  a lone .  He or she ,  of cou rse, needs the  
co-operat ion  of other prov inc ia l  Hea l th  M i n isters, but  
h e  o r  she has the  opport u n ity th ro u g h  the  o n g o i n g  
contact that he  h a s  w i t h  h i s  counterparts i n  other  
prov i n ces to seek to deve lop that k ind of concensus ,  
that k ind of co-operative approac h ,  that k ind of cohe
s ive act ion  that can i ndeed lead to a nat iona l  
i m p rovement i n  hea l th  care  f inanc i n g ,  hea l th  care 
a d m i n i s t rat i o n  a n d  d e l i ve ry a n d  h e a l t h  c a re 
modern izat ion .  

As I sa id i n  my remarks dur ing  the Throne Speech 
Debate, I be l ieve that Opposit ion health cr i t ics can 
part i c i pate i n  that ro le too and I rea l ly  see i t  as the  ro le 
i n  large part of Opposit ion health cr i t ics today because 
of the magn i tude and the comp lex i ty of health cha l 
l e nges a l l  over  the  wor ld and certa i n l y  i n  N orth A m e r
ica  a n d  certa i n l y  i n  Canada,  to he lp  to cont r i bute to 
the  so lu t ion  of those problems,  to part ic i pate as posi
t ive ly and constructively as poss ib le  i n  tac k l i n g  t hose 
problems,  add ress i n g  them and work i n g  for so lut ions .  

N o  answers to the  g reat cha l l enges fac i n g  the  sys
tem w i l l  be ach ieved without a cons iderable deg ree of 
that k i n d  of co-operat ion .  That doesn't suggest for a 
moment  that there won't  be battles and confronta
t ions  between a Health M i n ister and h i s  or her  c h ief  
cr i t ic  o n  the O p posi t ion s ide of the H ouse, wherever 
that House may be in Canada, in this case our H ouse 
h ere in  Man itoba.  Of cou rse there wi l l  be because 
there wi l l  be s i n cerely held d i fferences of o p i n i o n  as 
to the  d i rect ions  be ing  taken or  the d i rect ions  bei n g  
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evaded .  But  g iven that - an d  that's a natu ral and very 
necessary part of o u r  free democrat i c  parl iamentary 
system - there s h o u l d  also be, S i r  - and it 's my 
i ntent ion  hopef u l l y  to he lp  create such an env i ron
ment - a c l i mate of work i n g  co-operat ion that goes 
beyo n d  part i sans h i p  to come face to face with the 
very cruc ia l  issues that are cha l leng i ng our u n iversal 
Med i care system and our u n i versal hospita l i zatio n  
system i n  1 982.  

I bel i eve i f  we don't  face up to them, if  we d o n 't work 
together  to resolve some of those cha l lenges,  i f  we 
don't  m eet the  pressu res that are  c los i ng  i n  upon  the  
system and effect ively conta in  them and l i m i t  them,  
that  o u r  who le  hea l th  system is i n  ser ious danger.  

I be l ieve ser ious cha l lenges and real ly very cr it ical  
th reats face the system and I bel i eve there has to be 
m aj o r  change ,  even i f  i t  i s  trau m at ic ,  in a n u m ber of 
our approaches and our att i tudes to our m uc h  cher
ished u n iversal health care system if it i s  to s u rv ive the  
1 980's and i f  i t  i s  to be equ i pped to m eet the cha l 
lenges and  hea l th  care  rea l it ies that are  c e rta i n  to be 
upon us i n  the 1 990's and beyon d .  

M r .  Cha i rman ,  I know t h at I h ave a few m i n utes l eft 
in w h i c h  to offer my response to the  M i n ister 's open
i n g  statement ,  but  i t 's be ing  4 :30 o n  the c lock .  I y i e l d  
t h e  f loor,  S i r, and h o p e  to res u m e  when C o m m ittee 
resumes at 8:00 p . m .  

M R .  CHAIR MAN: I t  i s  n o w  4 :30 p . m .  a n d  t i m e  for 
Pr ivate M e m bers' H o u r, so I a m  i nterrupt i n g  p roceed
i n gs of the C o m m ittee and w i l l  ret u r n  at the cal l  of the  
House .  

Ca l l  i n  the Speaker. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

RESO L UTIO N NO. 2 - COMPULSORY 
METRIC SYSTEM 

MR. SPEAKER, James D. Wald ing (St. Vital ) :
. 

Order 
p lease. The t ime bei ng  4 :30 p . m . ,  Pr ivate Mem bers' 
H o u r. 

O n  the  proposed reso lu t ion  of the H o n o u rab le  
M e m ber  for R o b l i n- R u sse l l  as  amended by the  Hon
o u rab le  M e m ber for G i m l i .  The  Honourab le  M i n ister 
of H ea l th  has 20 m i n utes. 

The H o n o u rab le M i n ister of Natu ra l  Resou rces. 

MR. MACKLING:  Mr. Speaker,  the Honoura b l e  M i n
i ster of Hea l th  wou l d  l i ke  to have th i s  m atte r  sta n d , by 
l eave. He has j ust come out of Est imates and  h e  h as a 
c o m m itment .  He wou l d  l i k e  to leave i t  stand .  

M R .  SPEAKER: As the H o n o u rable M i n ister i s  no  
d o u bt aware, matters are not perm i tted to sta n d  at 
Pr i vate M e m bers' H o u r  and  if the  m e m ber is not  p res
ent ,  another  m e m be r  can cont inue  the debate a n d  if 
debate i s  not conc luded,  then  the m atter d rops to the  
bottom of the l i st, i f  the  H o n o u rable M i n ister of  Hea l th  
i s  n ot go ing  to be p resent i n  the next m i n ute o r  two.  

The H o n o u rable M e m ber fo r Pem bina .  

M R .  D ONALD ORCHARD (Pembina) :  Thank you ,  
M r .  Speaker .  I want  to speak o n  t h i s  Reso l u t i o n ,  bu t  I 
had t ru ly  hoped that the MLA for Thompson i n  
seco n d i n g  t h e  amendment  m i g ht h ave g iven us  t h e  

benef i t  of h i s  w isdom i n  second i n g  t h e  a m e n d ment  
made by the M LA for G i m l i .  That often ,  M r. Speaker ,  i s  
a trad i t ion  of one  second i ng an amendment  to a Reso
l ut i o n  of i m po rtance to the peo p l e  of M a n i toba ,  a n d  
poss i b l y  we' l l  h e a r  from t h e  M LA f o r  T h o m pson yet 
th is  afternoon because there are on ly  20 m i n utes of 
cont r ibut ion  that one  can make to such a Resol ut i o n .  
We certa i n l y  hope that the M LA f o r  Thom pson sees f i t  
to j u st i fy h i s  s u pport of the  amendment  p ro posed by 
the M LA for G i m l i .  

Now,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w e  on  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  H o u se 
are very c u ri o u s  as to what prom pted the  a m e n d ment  
by  the  M LA for  G i m l i ,  why they chose to a m e n d  the  
Reso lu t ion  that is  cu rrently of g reat concern  to a 
n u m be r  of M a n itobans,  not o n l y  i n  the farm com mu n 
ity,  M r. Speaker ,  but  a l s o  o f  g reat c o n cern  to t h e  
merchants throughout  the  length and  breadth of  th is  
prov i n ce? 

And it 's very cur ious to see the g overn ment ,  th rough 
the i r  backbench mem bers amend i n g  t h i s  Reso l ut i o n ,  
u rg i n g  the  G overn ment of Canada to h o n o u r  t h e  m a i n  
tenants o f  the  Wh ite Paper on  metr ic convers ion i n  
Canada.  That 's w h y  I rea l l y  wanted the  M LA f o r  
T h o m pson to j ustify, because h i s  co l l eague  t h e  M LA 
fo r G i m l i  d i d n ' t  j ust ify the n at u re of that a m e n d ment  
and I thought  that the  wisdom to j u st ify that l ay 
ent i re ly  w i th  the  M LA for T h o m pson and  i n  h i s  s i l e n ce 
we h ave to ass u m e  otherwise unt i l  we hear fro m h i m .  
B u t  we w i l l  l i sten i ntently f o r  h i s  very w ise a n d  saga
c ious  contr i but ion at some later date. 

Poss i b ly the M LA for Thompson when  he makes 
that p resentat ion  to us a n d  tel l s  us why h e  i s  s u p p o rt
i n g  the Federa l-L i beral G overn ment in t h e i r  i mposi
t ion  of federal  metr ic on  us ,  he  m ight  answer some of 
the very ser ious  q u estions  that have ar isen f rom the 
metr ic  convers ion  - the forced metr ic  convers ion  
f rom the  deviance of the Federal Govern m ent f rom 
the Wh ite Paper  i n  1 97 1  o n  met r i c  convers i o n  - and  
h e  m i g ht te l l  u s  why at  th i s  stage of the  g a m e  t h e  N . O. 
Party of Canada, as wel l  as of Man itoba,  are s u p por
t ive of the efforts of the Federal-L i beral  G overn ment 
to i m pose metr ic u pon the  peop le  of Canada  aga i n st 
t h e i r  w i l l  i n  the majority.  I t 's  a very i nterest i n g  posit ion  
for the  N O P  to f ind  themselves i n  - n ot a n  u nc o m m o n  
o n e  I m i g ht say, M r. Speaker - because i f  there are 
bed partners i n  po l i t ics they are the Federal  L i bera ls  
a n d  the  Federa l  NOP ,  and i f  there a re prov inc ia l  
partners i n  po l i t ics the bed partners are the  Provi n c i a l  
L i berals and t h e  Prov inc ia l  NOP .  They ten d  to f lock 
together and get  shot as crows together.  
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N ow, M r. Speaker,  when the M L A  for T h o m pson 
add resses us  and h e  g ives us h i s  words  of w isdom a n d  
contr ibut ion  on the metric motio n ,  I ' d  l ik e  h i m  to 
answer  one basic q uest i o n .  I 'd l i ke h i m  to te l l me, how 
m a n y  cent i m etres there are in  a . . .  ? That i s  a n  issue 
t h at i s  of b u r n i n g  i m portance in  that g reat s i ster p ro
v i n ce ,  h ow many cent i m et res there are in a . . .  and  
t h at i s  an iSsue of b u rn i n g  i m portance in  our  s i ster 
prov i nce of confederat i o n ,  Newfou nd land?  I ' d  l i ke the 
MLA for Thompson to g ive us that i nformat io n  so that 
he can he lp  a l l  of Canadians u n derstan d  metr ic 
better.  

But what the N O P  h ave suggested in t h i s  amend
ment ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  i s  that we su pport the  W h ite Paper 
o n  m etr ic convers ion .  Now that m i g ht have been a 
usab le  pos i t ion  because a l l  th ree part ies a g reed wi th  

-
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the White Paper o n  met r ic  convers ion  in 1 97 1 ,  but  
what has happened is  that the  L i berals i n  Ottawa h ave 
chosen to i g n o re the Wh ite Paper  and a long  wi th  
them,  tagg i n g  a long on the i r  coat  ta i ls ,  are the Federal 
N O P  and the Prov inc ia l  N O P  su pport i n g  the i r  forced 
convers ion  of metric in Canada - mandatory, com
p u lsory convers ion  to metr ic in Canada - not at a l l  
l i ke the recommendat ions i n  the Wh ite Paper o n  m et
r ic .  So th is  amendment  posed by the M LA for G i m l i  
a n d  seconded by t h e  M L A  f o r  Thom pson s hows how 
complete ly in  bed with the  Federal  L i berals the N O P  
have n o w  becom e  i n  Canada.  

M r. Speaker, I want to q u ote another gent leman 
who has cons iderab le  p ro m i nence in  the  length and  
breadth of th is  p rov ince a n d  that i s  an  M . P .  by the  
name of J o h n  C rosbie w h o  descr i bes the Federal 
N O P  as the  red r u m p  of the L i bera l  Party,  and  t h at's 
exact ly what they are when they s u p port and amend 
the  Reso l ut ion  i n  ag reement  w i th  the L i beral G ov
ernment  of Canada.  

What d id that 1 97 1  Whi te  Paper say, M r .  Speaker? I t  
s a i d  on P a g e  1 ,  "That t h e re s h o u l d  be vo lu ntary 
switc h i n g  to metr ic i n  Canada" - vo l u ntary. It sa id  o n  
P a g e  4, "That we s h o u l d  not  m o v e  to metr ic conver
s ion  i n  Canada out  of step wi th  o u r  maj o r  trad i ng 
party , the U n ited States of Amer ica , "  a n d  what h ave 
the Federal  L i bera ls  and t h e  NOP in s u p port d rag g i n g  
a l o n g  o n  t h e i r  coat ta i l s  g i v e n  u s ?  C o m p u lsory switch 
to metr ic .  The i m posi t ion of  metr ic with the th reat of 
ja i l  terms,  f i nes,  and,  M r. S p eaker ,  that i s  the  amend
ment  that those two backbenchers in  the N .D .  Party 
gave to us  l ast week on t h i s  metr ic ,  that's the amend
ment  they gave us ;  someth i n g  that is not happen i n g ,  
w i l l  n o t  happen ,  because t h e y  p refer to d rag a l o n g  o n  
the  coat str i ngs  of the Federa l -L i beral  Party. -
( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  Mr .  S peaker ,  the  red r u m p  of the 
L i beral  Party is  spea k i n g  over there in  the  person of  
the  Attorney-Genera l ,  the  t rue  red ru m p  of the  L i beral  
Party. 

Now, Mr. S peaker ,  h av i n g  seen that t h e i r  amend
ment  is tota l l y  o u t  of touch w i th  what  i s  happen i n g ,  I 
can o n ly ass u m e  that the Federa l  N O P  ag rees with the 
L i beral  Party a n d  so does the i r p rov i nc ia l  cou nter
parts.  Do you know why,  M r. S peaker ,  do you k now 
why the N . D .  Party in the prov ince i s  ag ree i n g  with the 
metr ic convers i o n ?  Because the Nat iona l  Farmers 
U n io n  i n  the  Prov ince of M a n itoba says, metr ic i s  a l l  
r ight ,  and those a r e  the  o n l y  people that the N . D .  Party 
of M a n itoba l isten to, i s  the  Nat iona l  Farmers U n i o n .  
A l l  of t h e i r  po l i cy c o m e s  f r o m  them o n  the  B eef 
I ncome Sta b i l izat io n ,  o n  c o m p u l so ry forcement of 
the metr ic ,  that is  who they rel y  on for the i r po l i cy i n  
t h e  P rovince  o f  M a n itoba,  t h e  N F U ,  t h e  N F U  a n d  the 
NOP,  another bed-partner  c o m b i n at ion .  

Now,  l et's take  a look ,  M r. Speaker ,  at what is  h ap
pen i n g  in metr ic today. I t  is not a vo lu ntary program 
as was suggested in the  Wh ite Paper .  I t  i s  n ot a p ro
g ram i n  phase wi th  o u r  maj or trad i n g  partner  the U . S . ,  
a s  was recom mended i n  the  White Paper .  No ,  no .  I t 's 
forced convers ion  to metr ic at the  th reat of f i n es a n d  
j a i l  terms a n d  the merchants i n  th is  country of Canada 
r ight now are i n  opposi t ion to  the convers ion  to metr ic  
in  the ir  stores, metr ic scales.  A n d  why are they 
o pposed,  M r. S peaker? Wel l ,  they d on't  happen to 
want to spend $3,000 o n  a scale to sel l  a few pounds  of 
p ro d u ce and a few p o u n d s  of meat per day to t h e i r  

consumers,  but  t hey're be i n g  forced to conve rt ,  a n d  
the  merchants i n  t h i s  country a r e  en masse p rotest i n g  
the convers ion  to metr ic,  the  forced convers ion  t o  
metr ic .  

M r. Speaker ,  why are they opposed? T h ey ' re 
o pposed because they know those costs of metr ic  
convers ion  are be i ng passed o n  to the ir  cons u m e rs i n  
t h e  form o f  h i g h e r  pr ices f o r  t h e  goods they se l l  i n  
the i r stores, a n d  that i s  what t h e  N . D .  Party i n  M a n i 
t o b a  i s  support i n g .  T h e y  a re s u p po rt i n g  h i g h e r  pr ices 
to the consumers of Man itoba and the consumers of 
Canada via back i n g  the L i bera l  adopt ion of forced 
metr ic convers ion  in Canada and  in al l  the prov i n ces.  

Now,  M r. S peaker ,  I want the  M LA for R u perts land  
to go  to Red Sucker  Lake a n d  te l l  h i s  peo p l e  that  the  
store i n  Red Sucker  Lake  has to put  the pr ices of  
goods  u p  h igher  than  what h e  has a l ready com
p l a i ned about  i n  t h i s  H ouse because they have t o  buy  
a $3,000 metr ic  sca le .  I wou l d  l i ke some of the  back
bench mem bers in the C ity of W i n n i peg to go  and  
exp l a i n  why metr ic  convers ion  i s  go ing  to be a g reat 
t h i n g  for the i r m orn-and-dad corner store when they 
convert to a $3,000 metr ic  scale. Go and ta l k to them 
a n d  f i n d  out  whether they  th ink  the  program i s  vo lun
tary .  Ask those merchants i f  they have received a 
th reate n i n g  l etter from the Federal  Department  of 
Consumer  and Corporate Affa i rs ,  adv is i ng  them to 
convert o r  else, and it 's co inc idence that today, as we 
debate th is resol ut ion  w i th  the  amendment from the 
ND party,  that today in  Ca lgary ,  there i s  a c o u rt case 
g o i n g  o n  and you k n ow what the court case i s  about? 
I t  i s  the Federal  G overnment  tak i n g  an i ndependent  
merchant  to court and you k now why the  Federal  
Government  i s  tak i n g  h i m  to court? Because he  dared 
to have labels for the packages he sel ls  in his store 
pr i nted i n  I m per ia l  on ly .  He dared to have I m per ia l  
meas u re o n ly ,  M r. Speaker ,  and  the  Federa l  Govern
ment now has h i m  in court i m pos ing  their w i l l  on  that 
man i n  Ca lgary .  There are two pen d i n g  court cases 
from Vancouver and r ight  now, there are a g r o u p  of 
m e rc hants in Ontar io  that are band i n g  together  and  
there i s  u p  to  about 35 of them now and when they get 
to be 1 00,  t h e i r  pet i t ion  is s i m p l y  g o i n g  to say, "We w i l i  
n ot convert to metr ic .  Put  us  i n  j a i l . "  M r. Speaker, that 
is g o i n g  to b r i n g  the  metr ic convers ion  i n  the  retai l  
t rade t o  a head where the  Federal  G overn ment  is  
go ing to have to make a dec is ion  as to how many 
m e rchants they want to put  i n  ja i l  to force metr ic o n  
Canadians .  
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You know,  in some sma l l  way, th is  forced metr ic 
convers ion  agrees wi th  ND party p h i l osophy because 
who does i t  cause the  g reatest i m posi t ion  o n  in the 
merchant and  the  retai l trade? Wel l ,  i t  i m poses the 
g reatest hards h i p  o n  the smal l  i ndependent retai lers, 
the morn-and-dad corner stores, the people that don't 
have the vo lu mes of the Safeways and the Lob laws. 
The s m a l l e r  stores are the ones that cannot afford to 
convert and those are the  sma l l -bus i ness backbone 
that so often the  ND party h as ta l ked about  i n  such 
g lowing terms,  but  they a re s u p po rt i n g  metr ic con
vers ion  for those people a n d  the metr ic  convers ion  i n  
n o  s m a l l  way w i l l  contr i bute to t h e i r  demise i n  the 
bus i ness com m u n ity .  What does that l ead us to? That 
leads us to the  reta i l  t rade g o i n g  to the  Safeways, 
to the Lob laws, to the maj o r  cha ins ,  j ust the very k i n d  
of reta i l i n g  outf i t  that the  N D  party so o pposes and i s  
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so aberrant to .  
M r. S peaker,  I can s i m p l y  say that th is metr ic reso

lu t ion  p l ays i nto the i r  hands n i ce ly because they want 
to e l i m i nate the sma l l  i ndependent bus i nessmen i n  
the Prov i nce o f  M a n itoba and i n  t h e  country o f  Can
ada and  then they want the  major bus i ness to be done 
by the  m u lt i nat iona l  cha ins ,  the Safeways, and  then 
they can say after the Safeways have i t ,  "They are not  
good corporate c it izens so we wi l l  n at iona l ize them."  
That i s  what they are tel l i n g  us about CPR r ight  now 
and that is  what they w i l l  do  i n  the  reta i l  trade. The 
Attorney-Genera l  of th i s  provi nce wi l l  be the foremost 
advocate of the nat iona l izat ion of i n d ustr ies in t h i s  
p rov i n ce .  I t  i s  h i s  p h i l osophy ;  i t  i s  what h e  be l i eves i n ;  
i t  i s  what h e  r a n  for  i n  1 957 and  he st i l l  be l i eves today,  
M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER:  O rder p lease. 

M R .  ORCHARD: So, we have the L i beral G overn ment 
in  Ottawa -( I nterject ion)-

MR.  SPEAKER:  Order p l ease. M ay I b r ing  to a l l  
mem bers' attent ion  that n o  member  shou ld  i m pute 
mot ives to another  m e m ber.  I hope that the  H o n o u r
ab le  M e m ber for Pem b i n a  w i l l  bear that i n  m i n d  i n  
mak i n g  h i s  remarks.  

MR. ORCHARD:  I accept your  s o u n d  and  sagac i o u s  
advice,  M r. Speaker.  The metr ic convers i o n ,  M r .  
Speaker ,  h a s  cost Canadians to d ate u nto ld  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l lars and there a r e  th ree very p ro m i nent  aspects 
of the metric convers ion  that g rates every s i n g l e  Can
ad ian i n  t h i s  cou ntry .  F i rst of a l l ,  t here i s  t h e  bu reau
cracy that Ottawa has set u p  to ad m i n i ster the metr ic  
convers ion  and  that bu reaucracy i s  large .  I t  i s  at the 
expense of the  taxpayers, the i n d i v i d ua ls  t h at the  N D  
party of Man itoba te l l s  everyon e  they care for .  I t  i s  t h e  
l i t t le g u y  that pays the taxes to support t h e  b u reau
c racy to force metr ic  o n  Canad ians .  The  very peop l e  
that t h e  N D  party so care for, they a l low the  L i beral  
G overnment i n  Ottawa to tram p l e  o n  the  r ig hts of 
Canad ians  in forc i n g  metr ic down t h e i r  t h roats, a n d  
they support i t ,  Mr .  S peaker. 

The second t h i n g  t h at is  cost i n g  Canad ians s u b
stant ia l  amou nts of m oney is the Metr ic  M o n itor ,  t h at 
l i t t le  p iece of paper that we get,  p ropaganda ,  o n e  of 
my c o l l eagues says, from the Federal b u reaucracy 
te l l i ng us  how sweet and l ovely metr ic  is and how 
s m ooth the convers ion  is  and  how benef ic ia l  the  con
vers ion  i s .  

The t h i rd t h i n g  that we g et d e l i vered to us every 
s i n g l e  day of the week is an ad o n  metr ic  pa id  for  by 
t h e  Federal G overn ment on the te lev i s ion  stat ions ,  i n  
o u r  l ocal  newspapers, on  o u r  rad i o  stat i o n ,  m i l l i on s  of 
d o l lars spent o n  convert i ng  to metric when our major 
trad i n g  partner  has,  in  its wisd o m ,  dec ided not  to 
convert .  M r. S peaker ,  I submi t  that the convers i o n  to 
metr ic in Canada out of tune with the U n ited States is  
a d i rect s lap by the L i beral G overn ment  i n  Ottawa, 
s u p ported by the i r  bed-partners,  the ND party of 
Canada,  to the U n i ted States, our m aj o r  n ei g h b o u r  
and  trad i n g  partner .  Because the U . S .  h asn't  gone ,  
t h ey are go ing  to go  and  they are go ing  to force every 
s i n g l e  i m port for consumer consu m pt i o n  i n  Canada 
to  have metr ic labe l i n g  on i t .  I on ly  rem i n d  you ,  Mr .  

S peaker, of the  cr is is  in  1 978 when the  beer str ike was 
on and beer d r i n kers in Man itoba were deprived of 
beer from the U n ited States because the cans were i n  
o u n ces o n l y ;  they d i d  not have metr ic  m easu re .  That 
i s  the k i n d  of s lap  i n  the  face to U . S .  i m po rts that 
metr ic i m posit ion  has g iven us .  

I want  to deal  j u st br ief ly ,  M r. Speaker ,  w i th  t h e farm 
com m u n ity.  This country was la id out  o n  the Br i t i sh  
measu re system i n  m i les,  sections ,  acres. Our  g ra i n  
w a s  so ld  i n  bushe ls .  N o w ,  we w e r e  t o l d  t h at metr ic  
was necessary to make us  more c o m pet i t ive in  the  
export world .  Wel l ,  g ra i n ;  d o  you know what o u r  e leva
tors do in g ra i n  nowadays? They buy the gra in  from 
t h e  farmers in ton nes and  they pay u s  so many d o l l ars 
per tonne and the g ra i n  t icket i s  written out in metr ic .  
T h e n ,  they convert the metr ic t o n n es for  the  ra i l  roads 
back to bushe ls ,  so the  ra i l  roads can know how many 
bushe ls  of g ra i n they h a u l  down to the  Lakehead.  
O nce the  g ra i n g ets to the  Lakehead , i t  i s  converted to  
ton nes so we can te l l  how many ton nes of storage we 
h ave a n d  t h e n ,  when  they load i t  ou t  o n  the  l a k e  boats 
for fu rtherance to the eastern St.  Lawrence p o rts, the  
boats hau l  bushe ls .  

Now, what d i d  metr ic  convers i o n  d o  for u s  there? I t  
added layers u po n  l ayers of paperwork and  cost and 
that red uces the  net i ncome to farmers ,  somet h i n g  
t h at the  N D  party i s  very concerned a b o u t  i n  t h e i r  
motherhood statements a n d  t h ey' re te l l i ng how they 
want to save farmers money.  Where were they stand
ing u p  a n d  spea k i n g  agai nst metr ic  convers ion  t h at 
cost farme rs m o n ey? A l l  of o u r  c h e m i ca ls  are now i n  
l it res.  You k n ow,  there i s  a g reat deal  o f  confus ion o n  
l i tres, a n d  l i t res and  hectares, and  you k n ow why? 
Because every s ing le  o n e  of u s  as farmers bought  our  
sprayers i n  60-foot widths ,  not metres, but  60 feet, 80  
feet. A l l  of the n ozzles were des igned to de l iver so 
many g a l l ons per acre at so many pounds  per  square 
i n c h  p ressu re ,  not l it res per  hectare at so many k i lop
ascal s  of p ressu re .  That means n ot h i n g  to the stan
dard way in  which farmers have put  the i r  chem ica ls  
o n  a n d  i n  wh ich o u r  U n ited States counterparts in  
farm i n g  are putt i n g  the i r  c h e m i ca ls  on .  
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What h as a l l  t h i s  done? It has raised t h e  cost of 
c h e m i ca ls  to the farm c o m m u n ity .  It has i m posed 
add i t iona l  costs. In an era and a t i m e  when com peti
t ion is  very keen i nternat iona l ly ,  our farmers are bei ng  
forced to pay  for the convers i o n  to metr ic  by the  
Federal G overn ment and we are  los ing  export markets 
because of it, because i t  takes m o re d o l la rs to recover 
our costs in Canada because of metr ic .  That i sn 't 
e n h a n c i n g  o u r  com pet i t ive pos i t ion i nternat iona l ly .  
The U n ited States are l a u g h i n g  u p  t h e i r  s leeve at us  
r ight  now,  wh i le  they export bushe ls  of g ra i n ,  d o u b l e  
t h e i r  exports i n  the l ast 1 0  years and  we s i t  b a c k  w i th  
an 8-percent i n c rease and  say we're d o i n g  a g reat job .  

M r. S peaker ,  the  U n i ted States dec ided in  t h e i r  w is
d o m  n ot to convert to metr ic ,  because t h e i r  w h o l e  
s u rvey i n g  system,  the i r h i g h ways system ,  everyt h i n g  
- th e i r  b u i l d i ngs  were b u i l t  i n  the  Br i t ish  system.  There 
are 8-foot wal ls ,  n ot 3. 2745 m etres. You k now . . .  

A M E M BER:  Don't  use the  word Br i t i sh , use the  word 
I m per ia l . 

M R .  ORCHARD:  . . .  I m per ia l  system ,  that 's  r ight .  But  
the I m per ia l  system has a g reat deal  of f r ighte n i n g  
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i m p l icat i o n  for the ND Party, because anyt h i n g  I m pe
r ia l  m i g h t  s i g n i fy somet h i n g  back to p rev ious  g lor ious 
days. 

But, M r. Speaker, the metric system s h o u l d  n ot be 
i mposed u po n  Canad ians .  It s h o u l d  be vo lu ntary.  It is 
we l l  beyond that,  and we had hoped in i ntrod u c i n g  
th is  Resol ut ion  t h a t  w e  wou l d  have the support of t h e  
N D  Party i n  M a n itoba, who c l a imed to be consu l t i n g  
w i t h  M a n itobans a n d  i n  touch  wi th  w h a t  M a n itobans 
want and to represent M a n i tobans in  the ir  w i s h es a n d  
desi res. Wel l ,  c l ear ly ,  a l ready w i th  t h i s  one  Resol u
t i o n ,  we k n ow the N D  Party has been l iste n i n g  to the  
N F U  a n d  they  a re i ndeed out  of touch wi th  the  aver
age Man itoban when they su pport metr ic convers i o n  
as they do ;  w h e n  they support the Federal L i beral 
G overn ment  as they do, they a re out of touc h  w i t h  the  
average M a n i toban ;  they are out  of touch w i th  the  
fa rm com m u n ity;  they are  out  of touch wi th  the  mer
chants i n  t h i s  prov i nce who are be ing  forced to con
vert .  We had hoped that at least o n  th is one issue 
alone,  we would h ave had u n a n i m o u s  support in t h i s  
H ouse o n  the metr ic convers ion  a n d  h o pes w i th  a 
u na n i mous  s u p po rt i n  t h i s  House  o n  govern ment  a n d  
Opposit ion  s ide ,  that we wou l d  h ave some i m pact o n  
the  Federal  G overn ment a n d  h e l p  to dete r t h e i r  h ead
long binge i nto metr ic convers i o n .  But  a las ,  M r. 
Speaker ,  we have seen t h at we o n  t h i s  s i d e  of the  
H o u se represent ing  the peop le  as we d o ,  can not  
count  o n  the  support of the  ND G overn ment in  o u r  
f ight  against  forced metr ic convers ion  i n  M a n itoba.  

I N TR O D U CTION OF G U ESTS 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  Order p l ease. O rder  p lease. Before 
we p roceed , I wonder  i f  I m i g ht d i rect the attent ion  to 
the loge o n  my l eft where we h ave the M i n ister of 
Transportat ion  from Newfo u n d land  and Labrador 
with us ,  the H o n o u rab le R o n  Dawe. 

· O n  behalf  of a ll of the mem bers,  I welcome you here 
th is  afternoon.  

SUPPLY - HEAL TH ( Cont'd) 

M R .  C H A I R MA N :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Thompso n .  

M R .  STEVE ASHTON (Thompson) :  Thank  you , M r. 
Speaker.  I ' m  i nd eed p leased to speak on t h i s  issue 
a n d  speak i n  su pport of the a m e n d ment  moved by the  
Mem ber for G i m l i  l ast week a n d  wh ich  I ,  of cou rse, 
seconded .  I wanted the opport u n ity actua l l y  to hear 
some of the  debate from t h e  other  s ide a n d  see i f  
perhaps the  tack taken b y  the  H o n o u rab le M e m be r for 
A rth u r  would be perhaps c h a n ged upon reflect ion  of 
exact ly  what the amendment  says, but I notice i t  
hasn ' t .  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for  Pem b i n a  has j u st 
p roceeded to repeat much  of the  same sort of sent i
ment as the M e m ber  for A rt h u r  a n d  I t h i n k  that's a b ig 
m i stake· o n  their  part and I ' l l  get to the specif ic rea
sons for that later.  

I wou l d  l i ke ,  before gett i n g  i nto deta i l  on  this part ic
u l a r  issue, to commend the M e m ber  for  G i m l i  for 
po in t i ng  o ut some of the  fa l l ac ies that have been 
made p u b l i c  recent ly ,  in  regards to th is  part i c u l a r  
i s s u e  and  to commend h i m  for the  research on  t h i s  
i s s u e .  I f i n d  i t  u n fortu nate t h at the  mem bers f r o m  the 

opposite s ide of the House h ave not seen f i t  to d o  the i r  
own research o n  th i s  part i cu la r  i ssue ,  a n d  for the i r  
benef it  perhaps I ' l l  g o  a b i t  i nto the  h i story of w h at has  
happened i n  regards to metr ic  i n  Canada.  

As was po i nted out  and  I w i l l  g i ve credit  to - I be l ieve 
i t  was the H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for M i n nedosa,  w h o  
w a s  menti o n i n g ,  o r  pardon m e  - for Rob l i n- R ussel l ,  
who  was menti o n i n g  the  fact that metr ic i s  n ot new to 
Canada. I t  f i rst was i ntroduced in 1 871  by a Conserva
t i ve Government u n d e r  S i r  J o h n  A .  MacDona ld .  That 
was i ntroduced i n  the  form of The Metr ic  Wei g hts a n d  
Measu res A c t  and  was consol i d ated i nto The Weig hts 
and  Meas u re Act of 1 873. So ,  i t 's noth i n g  new,  the 
metr ic  system as such.  And, i nd eed , pr ior to the  i nt ro
d uct ion of the Federal Whi te Paper in 1 970, the  m etr ic  
system was adopted i n  many d i fferent sectors, part ic
u lar ly i n  terms of sc ient i f ic  research ,  so metr ic  is  
n oth i n g  new to Canada.  

The key area w h i c h  we' re concentrat i n g  o n  u n der  
t h i s  Reso l ut ion  and i ndeed the  amend ment ,  i s  the  
m o re recent broad e n i n g  of metr ic  i n  Canada a n d  th i s  
began ,  of cou rse, i n  J a n uary of 1 970 with  the  i nt ro
duct ion  of a Wh i te Paper ,  w h i c h  I w i l l  a lso be gett i n g  
to i n  a few m i n utes. Th is  l e a d  to an update of T h e  
Weig hts and Meas u re A c t  i n  A p r i l  of 1 97 1 . I n  J u ne 
1 97 1 , a Metr ic C o m m iss ion was estab l ished by the 
Pr ime M i n ister and  t here was cons iderable d ebate i n  
t h e  H ouse o f  Commons ,  contra ry t o  what has been 
suggested by certa i n  peop le ;  tor exam p l e  M a rc h  
1 975,  there w a s  cons iderable debate i n  the H o u se o f  
Commons  o n  the sett i n g  of g u i d e l i nes f o r  the  M etr ic  
C o m miss ion .  A lso November 1 976, there was d ebate 
on the O m n i bus B i l l  C-23, w h i c h  i n c l uded a n u m be r  of 
items of concern to the metric area. There was a l so 
debate i n  J u ne,  i n  fact J u n e  1 0t h  of 1 980 to be exact,  
on  a non-conf idence motion put  forward by both 
O ppos i t ion  parties and supported by both Oppos i t ion  
part ies ,  that  be i n g  the  Conservative and  NOP part ies 
at the federal l eve l .  

So you can see ,  M r. S peaker,  there has been  c on
s iderab le  d iscuss i o n  of this issue at the federal  leve l ,  
contrary to w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g ested by s o m e .  Now 
my a rea of spec i f ic  concern i n  the amendment ,  of  
cou rse, i s  the Wh ite Paper i tse l f .  I shou ld  po in t  out  
t h at th is  Wh ite Paper was tabled as I ment ioned,  ear ly 
in  1 970, was accepted by a l l  t h ree part ies .  In  fact Jed 
Ba ldw in  of the  Conservative Party made a speech in 
which he  a lso supported the bas i s  of the Wh ite Paper 
and I w o u l d  recom mend that speech to the  H o n o u r
ab le  M e m bers opposite ,  so that they m i g h t  refresh 
the i r  memory on where t h e i r  party has stood over the 
years on  th i s  part i cu la r  issue,  and  that is  where I come 
to i n  the amendment .  
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The who le  q uestion  of the metr ic issue real l y  is not  
one of whether we're going to h ave the metr ic system 
o r  not, but i t 's the i ntrod uct ion  of the metric system .  If 
you w i l l  read the Wh ite Paper, you w i l l  f i nd  that many 
of the  sect ions  are  a d i rect concern ,  a d i rect concern  
about  t h i s  part i cu la r  i ssue .  Now i t 's  apparent from the 
prev ious  two speakers that they had not read the  
Wh ite Paper, nor  had they consu l ted w i th  the i r  federa l  
co l leag u es who in  kee p i n g  with  the pr inc ip le  of t h i s  
Wh ite Paper,  have cr i t ic ized the government  q u ite 
stro n g l y ,  w h i c h  has d i verged from the Wh ite Paper .  I 
w i l l  po in t  out  i n  a few m i n utes, some of the  part i c u l a r  
areas where they a n d  the  N O P  federally has cr i t i c ized 
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the Federal  G overn ment ,  areas w h i c h  were conta ined 
i n  th is  Wh ite Paper wh ich were not  fo l lowed by the  
Federal Govern ment,  the Federal L i beral G overn ment .  

I m ust say I 'm somewhat su rpr ised,  for exa m ple ,  
when I h eard the  M e m ber  for Art h u r  state q u ite c lear,  
that he is  g o i n g  to vote agai nst th is amendment ,  
because th i s  amendment embod ies exact ly what the 
federal  Conservative Party has been say i n g  about  the  
ent i re metr ic  i ssue ,  as we l l  as the federal N D P. I 'm  
su rpr ised to see  t h at.  I wonder  i f  t h i s  has got some
t h i n g  to do w i th  the  i nf luence of Western Canada 
Separati sts i n  t h at member's r id i n g ;  perhaps he i s  
somewhat concerned a b o u t  the i r  b reat h i n g  down h i s  
neck;  perhaps a s  h a s  been the case i n  the past, the  
mem ber hasn ' t  done  h i s  research .  Whatever - I f i nd  i t  
rather  strange.  

I a lso f i nd  i t  rather  strange to see the Honourab le  
Mem ber for Pem b i n a  bash i n g  the m etr ic  system so 
sol i d l y .  I happened to p ick  u p  a h i ghway map the  
other  day .  Th is  i s  the  1 981 -82 Off ical  H i g h way M a p  
and o n  the b a c k  there is  a s l i g ht - wel l  I g uess i t ' s  a 
message - from the former  M i n ister of H i g hways a n d  
Transportatio n ,  who i s  now the M e m ber  f o r  Pem b i n a .  
N o w  i f  y o u  o p e n  u p  t h i s  document ,  i t 's rather  a con
s iderable s ize ,  I haven't  measu red i t ,  e i ther  i n  the 
I m per ia l  system o r  the metr ic system,  but i t 's  about 
1 00 cent i m et res I t h i n k .  I f  you open u p  th is  document ,  
a l l  the  d i stances are i n  k i lometres, a l l  of the  d i stances.  
There i s  a s m a l l  convers ion  tab le ,  much as one sees 
on  o ne's speedometer, but  a l l  the  d i stances are i n  
k i l ometres. 

Wel l here we have, I t h i n k ,  a rather  strange s i tua
t ion ,  when a mem ber as a M i n i ster was p u b l i s h i n g ,  
u s i n g  the metr ic system ,  and then  he comes i n  a n d  
bashes i t  and bashes i t  and bashes i t  cont i n uous ly .  I 
f i nd  t h at rat her  hard to accept.  B u t  to g et back to the  
maj o r  part of the amend ment ,  that be ing the  Wh ite 
Paper,  I wou l d  l i ke ,  for the benefit of the mem bers 
opposite and part icu lar ly for the benefit of the M e m ber 
for A rth u r, the  M e m be r  for P e m b i n a ,  to read certa i n  
sect ions  o f  t h i s  Wh i te Paper w h i c h  I t h i n k  are d i rectly 
of concern to the debate here today. 

To beg i n  wi th  I t h i n k  the general comm itment  was 
made q u ite c l ear  in the  Wh ite Paper and in Sect ion  1 . 5  
i t  states " t h e  government  bel i eves t h at adopt ion of the  
metr ic  system of measurement i s  u lt i m ately i nevitab le  
and des i rab le  for Canada."  Later o n  i n  that sect ion  i t  
states " the g overn ment bel ieves that the goal  i s  c l ear ;  
the  problems l ie in determ i n i n g  how to reach this goal 
so as to ensure the benefits with a m i n i m u m  of cost" 
and i t  was genera l  acceptance of that by all th ree 
parties. 

I t  goes on  to ta l k  about the cost versus the benefit  of 
th i s  change.  For exam ple ,  in Sect ion  1 .3: "to make 
such a change in  a modern i n dustr ia l  nat io n  enta i l s  
cost and i n conven ience ,  however, m a n y  have con
c l uded that the  benefits offered by t h e  metr ic system 
more than just i fy convers ion . "  Sect i o n  1 .6 is  also of a 
s i m i lar vei n :  "the government  accord i ng l y  accepts 
eventual  convers ions  def i n ite o bject ive Canad ian  pol
icy proposes means of stu d y i n g  consu ltat ion  wher
eby the pace and  the methods of change may be 
determ i ned i n  the nat iona l  i nterests ."  

N ow here I t h i n k  is  one  of t h e  areas, i n  th i s  part icu
la r  sect ion ,  where there has been cons iderable d i ver
gence on the part of the  Federal  L i beral  G overn ment  
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and what this who le  d ebate i s  rea l l y  about. I t  goes on 
to  say "no leg is lat ive act i o n  is  conte m p l ated w h i c h  
wou l.d make mandatory a genera l  u s e  of metr ic i n  
p l ace of i nch-pound u n its ,  a l though some leg i s l at ion  
may p rove des i rab le  to foster fam i l i ar ity with metr ic 
u n its. 

In other words, i t  was to be a vo lu ntary convers ion .  
That i s  not ,  i n  fact, w h at i s  happened and  th i s  i s  o n e  of 
t h e  reasons  the  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for G i m l i  p ro
posed th is  mot ion ,  one of the reasons  I seconded it. 

To cont i n ue ,  M r. Speaker ,  I t h i n k  you w i l l  f i n d  
th roug hout th i s  docu ment a n u m ber  o f  . . .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  Order p lease. Order  p lease. Does the 
H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for M i n nedosa h ave a P o i nt of 
O rder? 

M R .  B LAKE: No, I j ust wonder  i f  the  m e m ber  wou l d  
s u b m i t  to a q u est i o n ,  Mr .  Speaker.  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Thompson.  

MR.  ASHTON :  I ' d  be g lad  to enterta i n  a q u est io n  at  
the end  of my com m ents, M r. Speaker.  

To cont i n u e  with the Wh ite Paper,  there was further  
o n  a l ot of references to the  need to avoi d  comp u lsory 
change a n d ,  i n  fact,  t here was a l ot of reference to the  
need to avoi d  an overa l l  change .  There was ta lk  of  
do ing  i t  sector  by sector a n d  I shou ld  q uote i n  t h i s  
regard Sect i o n  2 .6  "whenever convers ion  t o  the  m et
ric system is conte m p l ated each i n dustry sector m u st 
weig h t h e  benefits of an i nternat iona l l y  u n i form and  
coherent  system of meas u rement  agai nst the costs of  
chan g i n g  from the  ex ist i n g  system .  The bal a n c i n g  of  
costs and benef its w i l l  i n f luence  the  pace of t h e  con
vers ion  process . "  A n d  i n  Sect i o n  2 .7  "exper ience 
abroad has s h own that i t  i s  n ot essent ia l  that conver
s ion  shou ld  p roceed eq u a l ly and  even ly  i n  a l l  sec
tors . "  So they ta l ked of g o i n g  sector by sector .  

Later on  they emphasized the  need to have proper 
educat ion o n  th is  part icu la r  issue and ,  in  part icu lar ,  in  
Sect ion  3 ( 1 . 3) "p lan n i ng and  p re parat ion  i n  the  p u b l i c  
and pr ivate sectors s h o u l d  be encou raged i n  s u c h  a 
manner  as to ach i eve the m ax i m u m  benefits at m i n
i m u m  costs to the  p u b l i c ,  to i n d ustry and  to g overn
ments at al l  leve ls . "  Sect i o n  3 .2  says " i nformat i o n  
a b o u t  the m e t r i c  system s h o u l d  be d i ssem i n ated t o  
the g eneral  p u b l i c  and  i ntroduct ion of the system 
s h o u l d  be fostered where i t  w i l l  h ave the m ax i m u m  
educat iona l  i m pact with re lat ively l o w  costs . "  

They a lso stressed i n  the  Wh ite Paper  the  need to 
co-ord i n ate t h e  i ntrod uct ion of the metr ic system with 
its i ntrod uct ion  in  the U n ited States and  I q u ote,  i n  
part i cu l ar, Sect ion  4. 1 .4 " because h owever t h e  i n ch
pou n d  system is d o m i nant  in the U n ited States a n d  
w a s  so prev i o us ly  i n  Br i ta i n ,  the  proport ion of  g o o d s  
and serv ices produced u nder  t h i s  system i s  h i g her  
than popu la t ion  f i g u res m i g h t  s uggest, i n  fact, i n d us
trial capab i l i ty and tech n o l o g i ca l  leaders h i p  of the 
U n ited States leads to d o m i nance of i nch-po u n d  
des i g n  spec i fi cations  i n  many f ie lds" ;  and spec i f ica l ly  
i n  4. 1 .7 .  they stated "because of  the c l ose t ies  between 
the U n ited States and Canada,  in sc ience, tec h nol
ogy,  i n d ustry a n d  commerce,  each cou ntry has a s pe
c ia l  i nterest in the  course l i ke ly  to be fo l l owed by the  
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other in respect to metr ic convers i o n . "  Th is  i s  i ndeed 
another a rea where there has been a d i vergence from 
the Wh ite Paper because there has not been m u c h  
attent ion  pa id  i n  recent years to the  trend i n  t h e  U n i
ted States, w h i c h  is our  maj o r  trad i n g  partner .  

Another  aspect repeated aga in  i n  the Wh i te Paper 
towards the  end of the doc u m ent ,  was the  i m po rtance 
of hav ing  a vol u ntary convers ion and i m portance of 
u s i n g  d i scret ion  in that vo l u ntary convers ion  and I 
shou l d  q u ote i n  t h i s  regard Sect ion 4.5.4 " i n  a l l  such  
c i rc u m stances a vo lu ntary approach to metr icat ion  of  
i n d u str ia l  standards appears to be n ecessary a n d  a 
wise cou rse, w i th  w ide areas l eft for d i scret ion  to be 
exerc ised by management ."  This was another area 
where I t h i n k  they moved rather  too q u ick ly  and basi
cal l y  forgot about the White Paper in the p rocess. 

To cont i n u e  in the  docu ment  they a lso stressed 
once agai n the need for p u b l i c  u nderstand i n g ,  and I 
s h o u l d  note u nder  Sect ion  5, p ro posed act ions ,  5 . 2  " i t  
w i l l  be an i m portant e lement of the p rocess of conver
s ion  to e n s u re p u b l i c  u n derstand i n g  of the  des i rab i l 
i ty of the  o bject ives of t h e  nature of the  c h anges 
i ntended a n d  of the  c o m p l ex ity and t i m i n g  of  the 
p rocess of change."  

Wel l I t h i n k ,  M r. Speaker,  i f  one  reads th i s  docu ment  
one  can see why both the Federal Conservat ive Party 
and the Federa l  N D P, in 1 980, p roposed a mot ion ,  
w h i c h  i s  actua l l y  a mot ion  of non-conf idence i n  the  
government ;  both  part ies s u pported i t ,  the  L i berals 
voted i t  d o w n .  I wou l d  say, for the  h o n o u rab le  
members oppos i te wl10 perhaps haven't  heard of th is  
reso lu t ion ,  or  aren ' t  i n  good com m u n i cat ion  w i th  the i r 
Federal  cou nterparts, t h at i t  is avai lab le  from the  
Leg i s lat ive L i b rary. I t ' s  J u ne 1 0th ,  1 980 and there's a 
cons iderab le  a m o u nt of coverage here of rather  good 
debate. 

I t h i n k  the h o n o u rab le  m e m bers m i g h t  benef i t  from 
the p ractise  of read i n g  i t  themselves; they don 't seem 
to have read too much e lse o n  th is  issue ,  but  I m ust 
say, after hav i n g  read the Wh ite Paper myself and 
after the  M e m ber  for G i m l i  h av i n g  read the  amend
ment ,  that we f i n d  i t  surpr is i n g ,  we f i n d  i t  rea l l y  s u r
pr i s i ng  that the  Conservat ive O p pos i t ion has dec ided 
to take th is  as another  m oment for part isansh i p, 
they've taken it as a chance to somehow bash the  N D P  
a n d  that 's I t h i n k ,  l a rge ly ,  what t h e  M e m be r  f o r  Pem
bina d id in  h is  speec h .  I f i nd  i t  very surpr i s i ng  
because, here a t  the Federal l eve l ,  the  two O ppos i t ion 
parties voted in  s u p port of t h i s  m ot i o n ,  voted in  s u p
port of a mot ion  that a i med at g ett i n g  back to the  
pr i n c i p les of the  Wh ite Paper.  They  com b i n e d  i n  a 
sp i r i t  of n o n part isansh i p  on an issue of concern to 
their  const i tuents ,  and here we have p rov i n c i a l l y  the 
Man itoba Conservative Party forgett i n g  about t h i s , 
forgett i n g  tota l ly  about what the i r  party is say i n g  fed
eral l y  and t ry i n g  to use i t  as a crass part isan po l i t i ca l  
i ssue .  I f i n d  that shamef u l ,  M r. Speaker.  

As a new m e m be r  in t h i s  H o use, I expected better .  I 
expected debates to be we l l  researched;  I expected 
debates to be cons istent. But the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  
for Pem b i n a  and  the  Honourab le  M e m ber for A rt h u r, I 
t h i n k ,  have shot down my ex pectat ions  rather  m u c h  
these l ast few days, rather  m u c h .  

As I said ,  M r .  Speaker,  the  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for 
G i m l i  and myself  p roposed t h i s  amend ment ,  not  out  
of c rass part isansh i p, but  out  of our  h onest concern 

o n  th is  part i c u lar  issue because I have heard many  a 
t i m e  peop le  say that they feel that metr ic i s  bei n g  
i m posed on t h e  peop le  o f  Canada, that i t 's  bei ng 
i m posed rather  too rap i d ly and i t  i s  caus ing  a f i nanc ia l  
bu rden to sma l l  bus i nessmen ,  farmers and  many 
other  peop le .  

We i nt roduced t h i s  amend ment because the  Wh ite 
Paper o n  metr ic convers ion ,  wh ich  was s u pported by 
a l l  t h ree part ies ,  spec i f ica l l y  add ressed itself  to these 
part i cu la r  issues. But  the Federal L i bera ls ,  as they 
often seem to do, i g n o red t h e i r  own stated goa ls ;  they 
i g n o red the agreement from a l l  t h ree parties; they 
tr ied to i nt roduce it rather  too rap i d l y  and that i s  why 
we i nt roduced th is  amendment .  

So i n  conc l u d i n g ,  Mr .  Speaker,  I m ust say that I am 
surprised at  what the Honourable Member for  Pem
bina and the Honourab le  M e m ber  for Art h u r  sa id  i n  
the i r  debate o n  th is  part icu la r  amendment .  I had 
expected that they wou l d  have s u pported i t  because i t  
is  cons istent w i th  the Wh ite Paper  that was s u p po rted 
by t h e i r  po l i t ica l  party fede ra l ly .  I t  i s  cons istent w i th  
the J u ne 1 0, 1 980 mot ion in  the  H ouse of C o m m o n s  
w h i c h  t h e y  s u pported , and i t  i s  cons istent w i th  what 
they,  I t h i n k  anyway, what they are t ry ing  to express 
here, that they feel that metr ic i s  bei n g  i mposed rather  
unfa i r ly  o n  some and rather too q u ick ly .  

I wou ld  u rge them to recons ider ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  and 
s u p port t h i s  amendment because we ,  o n  t h i s  s i d e  of  
the  H ouse, we fee l  that on issues  such as th is  that 
there is no n eed for u n n ecessary partisansh i p ,  that 
where there is a general agreement of a p ro b l e m  that 
we can s i t  down and i n  th i s  part icu lar  House b i part i
san l y  - an d  I s u p pose at the federal  level  you have to 
i nc l u d e  the L i berals as wel l - we can s i t  down and 
speak to th is issue as representatives of our const i tu
ents rather  than merely mouthp ieces for our part icu
la r  po l i t i cal  part ies .  I wou ld  u rge the h o n o u rab le  
mem bers to adopt  th i s  amendment .  

M R .  S P E AK E R :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
M i nn ed osa. 

MR. B LAKE: I wonder i f  the  honourable m e m ber  
wou l d  submit  to a q uest ion  at the end of h i s  rem arks,  
M r. Speaker .  To p reface i t ,  as someone in th is House 
once said about the  M i n ister now of I m m i g rat i o n  and 
Man power,  that he's a f ine young man,  but h is mother 
kept h i m  in school  too l o n g .  As the  mem ber w i l l  f i n d ,  
some peop l e  h ave to go  out  and earn a l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  
worl d ,  and  I wou l d  l i ke to a s k  the mem ber i f  he  s u p
ports the prov is ion for p rosecut ion to those who do 
not convert to the  metr ic  system in  p l aces l i ke Red 
Sucker  Lake ,  G arden H i l l ,  Basswood , Man itoba,  or  
Wabowden ,  that merchant that doesn' t  put  $3,000 or  
$4, 000 metr ic  measur ing  system i nto h i s  l i t t le store, 
does he support the prosecut ion of that person ?  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Thompson .  

1 602 

M R .  ASHTON: M r. Speaker,  I bel i eve that parti c u lar  
law that the  m e m be r  is  referr i ng  to i s  not act u a l l y  part 
of the metric p rocess but  is  part of the more genera l  
Weights and Measu res Act ,  I ' m  advised by the M e m ber 
for G i m l i .  I m ust say, Mr .  Speaker,  that the q uest i o n  i s  
rather  a non  seq u it u r  because i t  i s  the l aw and I w o u l d  
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hope that t hose respo n s i b l e  fo r enforcement  of the 
law w o u l d  use a b i t  of d i scret ion .  I persona l l y  t h i n k  
that pena l ity is far too harsh . 

As I ment ioned ,  I bel i eve the who le  process is bei n g  
rather  u nfai r to a l ot o f  peo p l e  i n  th i s  count ry and  
rather  than  myself or  the Mem ber for  M i n nedosa 
exchange th i s  sort of t h i n g  here, I wou ld suggest that 
we send t h i s  message as an out l i n e  to the amend ment 
to the Federa l  G overn ment ,  that we're not happy wi th  
the way the i ntrod uct ion to the metr ic  system has 
been proceed i n g .  

MR.  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  f o r  V i rden .  

MR. G RAHAM: Thank you very much .  M r. Speaker,  
indeed i t  i s  i nterest i n g  to l i sten to the H o n o u rab le  
Member for Thompson and the arg u ments that  he 
puts forward i n  h i s  own contorted t h i n k i n g  when he 
says that h e  is  o pposed to a mot ion wh ich  wou ld  de lay 
for at l east a decade, the  compu lsory or t h e  manda
tory metr ic  convers i o n ,  or u n t i l  the  metr ic  system 
becomes mandatory i n  the U n i ted States of Amer ica ,  
and he's opposed to that.  He's to ld  us  that q u ite 
emphat ica l l y  and I wou l d  i mag i n e  that as bei n g  a 
mem ber of a good Amer ican u n ion  he wou l d  want to 
support American p o l i c ies,  but I not ice that he has a 
reso l ut ion  on here where he's tal k i n g  about dogmat ic ,  
mon itor ist ,  eco n o m i c  p o l i c ies,  Reaganom ics.  I some
how get the  i m p ress ion  that's another reso lu t ion ,  but  I 
see t h e  m e m ber  is thoroug h l y  confused and can not 
real l y  get h is pr ior i t ies stra ight .  

The prob lem that we h ave seen in  Canada i s  one 
that has e merged over the  l ast 10 years a n d  the hon
oura b l e  m e m ber cons istent ly refers to the l ast 1 0  
years i n  the House o f  what happened i n  Ottawa, what 
happened i n  1 970 and  '75 and '77 and  agai n i n  '80, but  
he is  not in  touch with what is  happen i n g  to date. 

Now, the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Health i s  in touch 
w i th  what i s  happe n i n g  to date. He  d i d n 't  want to 
de bate the issue at al l  and  I t h i n k  he has a very g ood 
reason ,  because when you tal k about metr ic you ' re 
usua l ly  ta l k i n g  about weig hts and measu res a n d  I 
know he has an avers ion  towards weig hts and m ea
sures, so I don ' t  b lame h i m  for not tak i n g  part i n  the 
debate at a l l .  

But  to h e a r  the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber f o r  Thom pson 
get i nvolved and  to say t hat he i s  opposed to a de lay in 
the metr ic  convers ion  when you see what effect i t  is  
havi n g  o n  peop le ,  and  h e  refuses to look at what is 
happen i n g  in soc iety today, but i n stead bu ries h is 
head i n  h is books and  h i s  Hansards of 10 years ago,  
and reads reports. I 've got the  report too.  I 'm o n l y  
g o i n g  to q u ote one l i ne from i t ,  one l i n e  o n l y .  Sect ion  
3 ( 1 ) S u b  ( 1 ) ,  and th is  is  the p u rpose of the who le  
th i n g ,  "That the  system of metr ic  u n i ts s h o u l d  be  
acknowledged as i n ev i tab le and  i n  the nat iona l  i n ter
est" - i n  the  nat iona l  i nterest to create d iv i s ion ,  con
fus ion ,  persecut ion , "  i s  that i n  the nat ional  i nterest? 
But t h i s  m e m ber here l oves to see people p rosecuted.  
H e  doesn't  mind i f  a g rocer is  prosecuted , he says that 
is the law.  He says it comes u n der  The Wei g hts and  
Meas u res Act .  Any metr ic convers ion embraces, 
embodies The Wei g hts and Measu res Act, but no he 
doesn't m i n d  i f  people are prosecuted.  -( I nterjec
t ion) - Yes you d i d ,  that's what the member said. The 
mem ber said that h e  s u p po rted the law. He  wou ld  
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hope t h at t hey wou l d  be a l i t t le l en ient  but  he d i d n ' t  
say t h at he would oppose i t .  He  d i d n ' t  say at a l l  that he 
wou l d  oppose it and  that my fr iend ,  i s  somet h i n g  that 
you w i l l  l i ve with for a l o n g  t i m e  to come.  You w i l l  l i ve 
with t h at for a long  t i m e  to come because my friend ,  
the peop le  i n  t h i s  cou ntry,  the  peop l e  i n  Canada,  
whet h e r  i t 's  i n  the  Prov i nce of M a n itoba,  the  Prov i n ce 
of Pr ince Edward I s land ,  the Prov i n ce of Br i t ish  
C o l u m b ia  or  even the  N o rth West Terr itor ies,  they 
f ind  g reat d i f f icu lty when  they see that the cost of a 
prod u ct r i s i n g  i m me d i ate ly when the  u n i t  of m ea
s u rement  is changed ,  when the  pr ice of a product i n  
pou n ds is  conve rted to metr ic i t 's amaz i n g  h o w  t h e  
pr ice o f  t h e  p rod uct i n c reases a t  t h e  same t i m e  a n d  
that i s  what t h i s  m e m ber  i s  support i n g .  

H e  i s  s u p po rt i n g  i n c reased c o n s u m e r  costs ,  
i ncreased pena l t ies to the  c i t izens of M a n itoba and 
Canada and  a lso  at t h e  same t ime h e  appears from 
other act iv i t ies of h i s  to be ant i-Amer ican.  Now maybe 
that i s  the reason why h e  is .  

M R .  SPEAK E R :  Order p lease. Does the  H o n o u ra b l e  
M e m ber for T h o m pson h ave a poi nt of order? 

MR. ASHTO N :  A po in t  of pr iv i lege.  I m ust exp l a i n  my 
newness to the  roles but  I don't recal l  cast i n g  asper
s ions  such as descr i b i n g  myself  as ant i -Amer ican is  
proper i n  t h i s  House .  

MR. CHAIRMAN:  The Honourable M e m ber for  V i rden .  

MR.  GRAHAM: Thank you ,  M r. Speaker. M etr ic  in  i ts  
i m p l ementat ion  in  t h i s  country has caused unto ld 
prob lems.  You've heard some by t h e  Honourab le  
M e m ber for  Pem b i n a  ta l k i n g  about  the farm i n d ustry. 
I t 's  n ot o n l y  the cost of convers ion  but  in the  farm i n g  
i n d u st ry t h e  app l icat i o n  of chem ica ls  i s  a very exact 
sc ience and i f  the farmer i s  u nfam i l i a r  with the m ea
surements a n d  the  sta n dards used he cou l d  com mit  
a n  error and  by o n e  s m a l l  error  h e  can tota l l y  destroy 
his c ro p .  That i s  a cost not o n l y  to the farmer, but to 
Canada as a w h o l e  because product i o n  decl i nes a n d  
Canada's ba lance of payments fal l s  fu rther  i n  arrears. 

Mr. Speaker, the o r i g i n a l  i ntent of the metric p ro
posal  was o n e  that was vo lu ntary .  I n  fact we l ived for  
we l l  over  1 00 years w i th  a dua l  system ,  both i m per ia l  
and met r ic  were lega l  and  used  s i m u l taneous ly  i n  
Canada for  over  1 00 years w i thout  any major  p ro b l e m .  

I can  te l l  you as a farmer that I exported g ra i n  3 0  
years ago i n  m etr ic  meas u rement .  I t  wasn't forced o n  
me b y  govern ment  because i n d ustry knows t h a t  a 
prod uct that i s  des i red by a customer ,  that they w i l l  
prov i d e  i t  i n  t h e  form that t h e  customer  wants a n d  
they d o n 't need leg is lat ion .  

I f  the c u sto mer  wants wheat s h i pped i n  ton nes the 
Canadian farmer wi l l  sh ip  i t  in  tonnes.  I f  they want  it 
sh i pped in bushe ls  he w i l l  run a c h a n ce of ru n n i n g  
afo u l  o f  t h e  Canad ian  l aw a n d  prov i d e  i t  i n  t h e  mea
s u re ment  that  the  customer wants. So there is n o  
reason f o r  a mandatory convers ion  to metr ic .  

I b e l i eve t h at metr ic eventua l ly  w i l l  be a des i rab le  
sta n dard and  I 'm not  o pposed to i t ,  i t 's  a lways been in  
o u r  statutes but  at the  present t i m e  we h ave seen d a i l y  
the g ro w i n g  antag o n i s m  that i s  com i n g  t o  the front  i n  
o u r  c o u n t ry here i n  Canada a s  metr ic is  l i tera l l y  
forced d o w n  people's th roats. 
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I t's  sym ptomatic of a g reater danger. That govern
ment act iv i t ies today are very seldom acceptab le  to 
peop le  - and I don't know when govern m ents are 
go ing  to learn to l i sten to the  people ,  they have to -
the p u b l i c  q u ite often i n  m ost cases doesn't want what 
government  is t ry i n g  to do to t h e m .  That app l ies to a l l  
po l i t ica l  part ies,  to m un i c i p a l ,  prov i nc ia l  and federal 
govern ments ,  to al l  levels of  government  but  govern
ments so far have not ,  i n  t h i s  cou ntry,  l i stened to what 
peop le  a re sayi n g .  That is not  q u ite the case i n  the 
U nited States of America.  

The people of Ca l i forn i a  stood government o n  its 
ear several years ago with the i r  Proposi t ion 1 3, and 
the  resu lts of that su rpr is i n g l y  were benef ic ia l  to the 
state. I t  was a new learn i n g  p rocess for the state leg is
l ators to f i n d  out  that the people were r ight and  the 
state was w ro n g .  

So there i s  an opport u n ity here for  the  leg is lators t o  
l isten to the  p e o p l e  and  t h e  peo p l e  a re tel l i ng y o u  
r ight  now that we don 't w a n t  metr ic forced on us .  But  
the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for  Thom pson isn 't say i n g  
that ;  the H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  f o r  G i m l i  isn 't say ing  
that .  They are  say i n g  that  we g o  ahead w i th  the 
order ly  i m plementat ion  of metr ic convers ion  as out
l i ned i n  the White Paper because as the Wh ite Paper 
says, " i t  i s  in the best i n te rests of the nat io n . "  It  i s  i n  
t h e  nat ional  i n te rest. 

M r. Speaker ,  I s u b m it that metr ic  convers ion  at the 
p resent t i me,  i s  not i n  the nat iona l  i nterest. A n d  we 
w i l l  f ind out  when we come to a vote, because the  very 
reasonab le  proposal of the H o n o u rab le  Member  for 
R o b l i n - R usse l l  to p h ase i t  over, set i t  as ide for at least 
1 0  years or  u n t i l  the metric system becomes manda
tory i n  the U n ited States of America is a very val i d  
reason .  

At the p resent t ime ,  by far the la rgest proport ion  of 
export bus i ness that Canada does i s  with the U n ited 
States of Amer ica .  The States are our b iggest trad i n g  
partners a n d  i f  that i s  o u r  l a rgest trad i ng area,  s u re ly  
we shou ld  be prov i d i n g  goods and services in  a stan
dard  of meas u rement  that  i s  acceptab le  and  used by  
those peop le .  I don 't object to u s i n g  metr ic  when 
you ' re dea l i n g  w i th ,  say ,  France o r  some of the E u ro
pean countries; i f  that is  the standard of measu res that 
is  used there ,  f i ne .  The traders,  the  exporters w i l l  
provide i t  i n  the  meas u rement  t h at i s  req uested by t h e  
i m porters, b u t  we d on't need t h i s  mandatory metr ic ,  
pushed down the  t h roats of Canadian peop le  at th is  
t ime .  

I ' m  sorry, but  I cannot suppo rt the  mot ion  of  the 
H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for G i m l i ;  nor  can I suppo rt the  
arg u ment  put  forward by t h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for  
Thompson.  I t h i n k  i t  was i l l -conceived; i t 's  a textbook 
s peec h ,  payi n g  n o  attent ion  at al l  to the real needs of  
the  wor ld  and  the  rea l  needs of peo p l e  and I h ave to 
say that I cannot,  I can n ot accept that .  

Mr .  Speaker ,  one  of the t h i ngs that I was concerned 
about in the speech by the H o n o u rab le  Member for 
G i m l i  occurs o n  page 1 5 1 7  of Hansard . a n d  I 'm q u ot
i n g  from the speech of the H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for 
G i m l i ,  " D u ri n g  the  1 977 debate, the  NDP managed to 
have the  convers i o n  of acres to hectares exc l uded 
from the b i l l . "  Now I don't  k n ow whether the H o n o u r
ab le  Mem ber for G i m l i  has ever ta l ked to a farmer i n  
h i s  const i tuency o r  not,  b u t  that i s  t h e  n u m be r  one  
concern  of the  farmers today when you keep us ing  

hectares and h e  has to ld me,  accord i n g  to h i s  speec h ,  
that hectares were excl uded .  I f  that is  the case, w h y  
a re they sti l l  u s i n g  t h e m ?  I don 't bel ieve the h o n o u r
ab le  mem ber has real ly  done h i s  homework;  I don 't 
bel ieve he's ta lked to the farmers, because the  farmer 
today who w i l l  be app ly ing  chemica l  on h i s  land in the 
next  ten days to two weeks, is  go ing  to f ind  cans of  
chem ical  w i th  the i nstruct ions  of the meas u rements 
on the  can, forced o n  him by federal leg is lat ion and he 
i s  go ing to have to attem pt to make those ca lcu l at ions  
in  terms that h e  i s  not fam i l i a r  w i th  at a l l ,  and  i f  h e  
makes one m istake i n  t hose cal c u l at ions it  cou ld  cost 
h i m  h i s  ent i re crop in that f ie ld .  

N o  wonder  the  farmers and  concerned and they 
s h o u l d  be concerned,  because they're not eas i l y  
adj ustable to these sudden changes t h a t  a r e  t h rust o n  
t h e m .  So w h e n  t h e  membe r  m akes ment ion o f  . . .  

MR.  SPEAKE R :  O rder  p lease. The t ime bei n g  5 :30, 
when we n ext reach this amend ment the honou rab le 
member wi l l  h ave two m i nutes remai n i n g .  

The Honourab le  M i n ister of Energy and M i nes.  

MR.  PARASIUK:  I move, seconded by the M e m ber  
for I n kster that  the H ouse do now adjo u rn and t h at the 
Comm ittee of Supply reconvene at 8 :00 p . m .  

M O T I O N  presented a n d  carried a n d  t h e  H ouse  
adj o u rned  a n d  s tands  adjo u rned u nt i l  2 :00  p . m .  
tomorrow afternoon (Tuesday) ; a n d  the Comm ittee of 
Supp ly  w i l l  reconvene at 8:00 p . m .  
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