
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, 15 April, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Prese n t i n g  Pet i t ions  . . .  Read i n g  and Rece iv i n g  
Pet i t ions 

PRESENTING REPORTS BY 

STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Member for R iver 
East. 

MR. PHIL EYLER (River East): M r. Speaker,  I wou ld  
l i ke to p resent the Secon d  Report of the Stand i n g  
C o m m ittee o n  P u b l i c  Ut i t i l i es and Natural  Resou rces. 

MR. CLERK, Jack Reeves: Your Stand i n g  C o m m ittee 
on P u b l i c  Ut i l i t ies and Natural Resou rces beg l eave to 
present the fol lowi n g  as the i r  Secon d  Report:  

Your C o m m ittee met on T h u rsday, Apr i l 1 5, 1 982 to 
cons ider  the A n n ual  Report of the Man itoba Tele
phone System .  

Y o u r  C o m mittee received a l l  i n formation desi red by 
any member from M r. G ordon W. Ho l land ,  G enera l  
Manager,  M r. Sau l  M i l ler ,  Chairman,  and mem bers of 
the staff of Man itoba Telephone System with respect 
to all matters perta i n i n g  to the A n n ual  Report and the 
bus i ness of the  Man itoba Telephone Syste m .  The fu l 
l est opport u n ity was accorded to a l l  mem bers of the  
C o m mittee to seek any i nformation desi red. 

Your  C o m m ittee exa m ined the Annua l  Report of 
t h e  Man itoba Telephone System for the f iscal  year 
e n d i n g  March 3 1 , 1 981  and adopted the same as 
p resented . 

A l l  of wh ich  is respectfu l ly  submi tted. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M e m ber  for R iver 
East. 

MR. EYLER: M r. S peaker, I m ove, seconded by the 
Honourable Member for  R ie l  that  the Report of the 
Commi tttee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Burrows. 

MR. CONRAD SANTOS (Burrows): M r. S peaker, your · 

C o m m ittee of Supp ly  has cons idered certa in  reso lu
t ions ,  d i rects me to report prog ress and asks leave to 
s i t  agai n .  

I move,  seconded by the H o n o u rable M e m ber  for 
Wolseley that the Report of the Committee be received . 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Heal th .  
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HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): I n  
keep i n g  with m y  customary p ract ice o f  reg u l ar ly 
i nform i n g  the House of the  status of negot iat ions  with 
the Man i toba Medical  Associat ion I am p leased to 
report that I , and mem bers of my staff, had a fra n k  and 
a m i cab le  meet ing  th is  morn i n g  with mem bers of the  
Execut ive of the M MA.  W h i l e  n o  dec is ions  were made 
I was  heartened by  the tone of the m eet i n g  and I 
bel i eve that the d iscussion w h i c h  took p lace g ave 
each party a better appreciat ion and u n dersta n d i n g  of 
the other's posit ion .  Fo l lowi n g  the m eeti n g ,  M r. 
S peaker ,  I wrote to the  M M A  - a copy of my l etter i s  
attached and i t  reads, and  I q u ote: 

" D ear  D r. Pearson :  I wish to thank you for the m eet
i n g  he ld  in my off ice th is  morn i n g  at wh ich  t i m e  we 
d iscussed the contents of your Apr i l  1 2th l etter. M ay I ,  
f i rst o f  a l l ,  state that I was enco u raged b y  t h e  tone of 
the m eet ing  this morn i n g  and apprec iated very m u c h  
the f ra n k  exchange of i nformat ion  and ,  i n  part icu lar ,  
the exp lanat ion  g iven by your de legat ion concern i n g  
t h e  m atter o f  an earl ier  dead l i n e  w i t h  regard t o  t h e  
rev iew of the M MA's co l lect ive bargai n i n g  p o l i cy .  I 
can appreciate your concerns but m ay I re iterate my 
posit ion wi th  regard to the study dead l i n e  of November 
1 st. I expla i ned that we would do everyt h i n g  poss ib le  
to h ave the s tudy com p l eted at  an  ear l ier  date  but ,  i n  
any event,  I conf i rmed that the s tudy wou l d  b e  com
p leted n o  later than N ovem ber 1 st .  

" I n  expla i n i ng t h i s  t i m e  frame I rem i nded y o u  that 
not o n l y  I but my other co l leagues o n  the Cab i n et 
S ub-co m m ittee w i l l  be heav i ly  com mitted over the 
next two months to o u r  respons i b i l i t ies i n  the  Leg is la
ture ,  respons ib i l i t ies that req u i re our  attendance b ot h  
n i g h t  and  day. I a l s o  agree, h owever, w i t h  your  posi
t ion that a su bstant ia l  amount of  staff work could be 
carried out dur ing  the t ime frame in order that I ,  and 
m y  co l leagues, cou l d  h ave al l  i nformat ion ava i lab le as 
soon as we are in a pos i t ion to put o u r  attent ion  to th i s  
i m po rtant issue. 

"With regard to the secon d  q uestio n  i n c l uded i n  
your  l etter concern i n g  t o  what extent  the asso c i at ion  
w i l l  be ca l led upon to assist i n  th is  review, I fu rther  
exp la i ned that the S ub -committee of Cab inet h as 
been desig n ated as a fact-f i n d i n g  c o m mittee and n ot 
a n egotiat ing committee. As such they w i l l  b e  expected 
to receive br ief s  from the Man i toba Medica l  Assoc ia
t ion  and other i nterested i n d iv idua ls  o r  groups .  T hese 
br iefs w i l l  re late, not o n l y  to the p roposed M MA's 
col l ective bargai n i n g  po l ic ies,  but also we may be 
see k i n g  submiss ions from other groups in the health 
i n d ustry and ,  i ndeed, other Prov inc ia l  G overn me nts 
w h o  cou ld  be effected by such po l ic ies .  I a lso i nd i 
cated to you that i t  was my i ntent i o n  to p l ace th is  
who le  matter on the agenda of the u p co m i n g  Federal
Provi nc ia l  Health M i n i sters' Conference to be  held i n  
Ottawa the latter part o f  M ay.  

"To be more specif ic ,  with regard to your q uest ion  
concern i n g  the i nvolvement of the M MA a n d  other 
groups  in a review p rocess, I wou ld  see a rev iew tak
ing p lace as fo l lows: 

" 1 .  I wou ld req uest a complete and exten s ive writ
ten s u bm ission from the M M A  sett ing  out ,  not  on ly  the 
pr i n c i p les you wish to p rove, but a lso the  mechan ics 
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to be ut i l ized in i m plement i n g  t h e  pr i nc ip l es .  
"2 .  Fol lowing  o u r  review of the  foreg o i n g  w ritten 

s u b m iss ion we w i l l  then i n v ite the MMA to a meet i n g  
or a series o f  meet ings  t o  d i scuss y o u r  s u b m iss ion t o  
a s k  pert i nent q uest ions i n  order that w e  u n d e rstan d  
your posit ion thoroughly .  

"3. We may then be seek i n g  s u b m iss ions from other 
i nterested g ro u ps ;  that is  the  Co l lege of Phys ic ians 
and S u rgeons or  i n deed any i n d iv idua l  o r  group of  
p ract ic i n g  phys ic ians who may h ave a d i fferent po int  
of v iew. 

"4.  We w i l l  be consu lt i n g  with other p rov i n c ia l  
governments and the Federal G overn ment o n  the 
pr inc ip le  of b i n d i n g  arbitrat ion  a n d  the i m pact that 
th is  pr inc ip le  wou l d  have i n  the i r  prov inces if ac cepted 
by Man itoba. 

"5.  F ina l ly ,  after al l  of the above has occu rred , the 
S u b-com m i ttee of Cabi net w i l l  make a dete r m inat ion 
as to whether o r  n ot the proposal  is ,  in  the i r  o p i n i o n ,  in  
the best i nterest, not on ly  of t h e  p ract ic ing  p hysi
c ians ,  but also the res idents of M a n itoba,  fol low ing  
wh ich  we w i l l  make our  recom m endat ion to Cabi net.  

"6. After d i scuss i n g  with Cabi net and  caucus a 
dec is ion w i l l  be made a n d  the S u b-co m m ittee of 
Cabi net w i l l  aga i n  m eet with the executive of the M M A  
t o  advise t h e m  o f  the  f i n a l  dec is ion of government  o n  
th is  complex and far- reach i n g  pr inc ip le .  

"7. I f  the dec is ion of g overn ment  was  to accept 
some or  al l  of the p roposed M M A  Col lective Barga in
ing  Po l ic ies ,  we wou ld  enter  i nto d iscuss ions wi th  the  
M M A  i m m ed i ately to determ i n e  what changes i n  leg
is lat ion would be req u i red in order that such p o l i c ies 
cou l d  be i m plemented d u r i n g  t h e  1 983- 84 Sess i o n  of 
the Leg is lature .  

" I  would h o pe,  D r. Pearson ,  that wi th  our fra n k  
exchange today, . together w i t h  the foreg o i n g  com
mi tments,  that your  associ at ion  now real izes the 
ser ious comm itment that g overn ment has made to the 
rev i ew of the p ro posed MMA Co l lect ive Bargai n i n g  
Pol i c ies a n d  tti at t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  rev iew, whether  i t  
take one month  o r  s ix  months ,  i s  n o t  the  i m po rtant 
issue.  I wou ld  hope that w i th  th is c o m mitment your 
executive wou l d  now see f i t  to recom m e n d  to your 
mem bers h i p  th i s  cou rse of act ion  a n d  i nstruct your  
barga i n i n g  team to return to the  tab le  i n  order  that  a 
fai r and  eq u itable fee sched u l e  for the  year 1 982-83 
can be negot iated as q u ick ly  as poss i b le .  Yours tru ly ."  

M r. S peaker,  I bel ieve that the  MMA now u n der
stands the  ser ious commitment  we h ave made to the  
rev iew of i ts  co l lective barga i n i ng po l i c ies a n d  I am 
hopeful  wi l l  recom mend th is  posit ion to its mem ber
s h i p  and also res u m e  fee negot iat ions  with the Com
miss ion .  Thank you ,  S ir .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M e m ber  for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. BUD SHERMAN (Fort Garry): M r. Speaker,  I 
wish to thank the Honourab le  M i n ister for h is state
ment and assu re h i m  on behalf  of the O p posit ion t hat 
i t  is received with i n terest and  with  re l i ef .  Regard l ess 
of one's posit ion o n  the issue of b i n d i n g  arb i trat ion ,  
whether one  i s  for i t  or whether  o n e  i s  agai nst i t  or  
whether  o n e  s imp ly  has q u est ions  about i t ,  the fact of  
the matter rema ins  that i t  has been req uested i n  g ood 
faith by the MMA and that the Prov ince of Man itoba, 

regard l ess of pol i t ics ,  regard less of str ipe of govern
ment, has a com m itment  and a n  ob l igat ion to the  
M M A  and to the medica l  p rofess ion to exp lore  and 
exam i n e  that pr inc ip le  a n d  that concept with them.  I 
bel ieve that the steps and mechan ics for the  review 
p rocedu re wh ich  the M i n ister and his col leagues have 
p roposed are worthy and though  a cons iderable d is
tance towards meet i n g  that o b l igat ion ,  we w i l l  await 
the response of the M M A  with i n terest i ndeed.  I ' m  
s u re a l l  M a n itobans w i l l  be rel ieved t o  learn o f  the 
M i n ister's assessment of the  s i tuat ion as o n e  that at  
l east reflects an  i m provement  in  tone,  as h e  puts i t .  I t  
w o u l d  appear that the c l i m ate is  i m prov ing  and we' l l  
hope f o r  a speedy reso lut ion ,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: M i n isterial  Statements and Tabl i n g  
o f  Reports . . .  Notices o f  Mot ion . . .  I ntroduct ion 
of B i l l s  

INTRODUCTION O F  GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral  Q u est ions ,  
may I d i rect the attent ion of honourable mem bers to 
the ga l lery where we have a n u m ber of g u ests th is  
afternoon i nc l u d i n g  50 stu dents of G rade 9 sta n d i ng 
of the H u g h  J o h n  Macdona ld  School .  These students 
are u nder  the d i rect ion of M r. Z i l k i e  and this school is 
in the const i tuency of the Honourab le  M i n ister of 
Educat ion .  

There are  f i ve  students of G rade 4 sta n d i n g  of the 
R . F . M o rr ison School .  These students are u nder  t h e  
d i rect ion  of M rs .  Wood .  T h i s  s c h o o l  i s  i n  the  consti
tuency of the Honourable M e m ber for K i ldonan .  

We have 50 students f rom the D r. D .W.  Penner 
School . These students are u n der the d i rect ion  of M r. 
Horn .  Th is  school  is i n  the  const ituency of the Hon
o u rable Member  for N iakwa. 

M rs .  V i rg i n i a  Lewis ,  an  exchange teacher from 
Cape Cod,  M assach usetts, who has been teac h i n g  i n  
Portage la  Pra i rie ,  i s  a g uest o f  t h e  H o n o u rab le  
M e m ber for Portage la  Prair ie .  
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O n  behalf of all the honourable mem bers of the 
Leg is lature ,  I we lcome you here today. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of the  
O p posit ion .  

MR. STERLING LYON (Charleswood): M r. S peaker, I 
have a q u est ion for the Acti n g  Premier  i n  the  absence 
of the Fi rst M i n ister. S i r, hav i n g  had the opportun ity to 
review the prel i m i nary H a nsard sheets wh ich  you r 
off ice k i n d l y  made avai lab le  to mem bers of the H o use 
and to conf i r m ,  S i r, the statements that were made by 
the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture ,  as I stated yesterday in the 
House and I read them,  S i r, for the record and I read 
them u nderstand i n g ,  S i r, that these are the prel i m i 
nary Hansards wh ich  are n ot i n  t h e  f i n a l  form. 

I regret I don't  have a c itat ion to g ive as to a page,  
but the port ion  in q uest ion  was th is :  " M r. Urusk i :-

Wh at does owners h i p  have to do with the prov is ion  
of food? Mr .  Enns :  I sn 't that an i nterest i ng  state
ment? Isn ' t  that an  i nterest ing  statement? Now, Mr .  
Cha i rman ,  i f  ever  I 've been i nvited to g ive a lengthy 
f o rty- m i n u te ,  two- h o u r , t h ree- h o u r ,  f o u r- h o u r  
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speech . . . "and on and on he goes. 
Then , a few m i n utes later, M r. E n n s  agai n says, " M r. 

C h a i rman ,  when the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture tel l s  me,  
what does land owners h i p  have to do with agr icu l ture 
food p rod uct ion ,  then I suspect we are i n  serious 
troub le  i n  th is  prov ince ."  That was the f i rst q u otatio n ,  
M r. S peaker. 

The secon d  q u otat ion  to wh ich  I make reference is  
a lso from the p re l i m i nary Hansard and it q u otes the 
M i n i ster of Agricu l ture ,  S i r, as  mak ing  the fo l lowi n g  
com ment i n  the cou rse of the l o n g e r  statement:  "The 
very system that the Leader of the O pposit ion  speaks 
about, that h e  i s  so o pposed to, Mr. Cha i rman ,  we w i l l  
eventua l l y  c o m e  about and what happened i n  t h e  
Soviet U n i o n ,  w e  are s lowly com i n g  about t o  that." 

M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' m  read i n g  from the p re l i m i nary 
Hansard record.  M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  the l i g ht of these 
serious statements about private land owners h i p  i n  
t h e  P rovi nce o f  Man itoba,  can t h e  act i ng  Premier  te l l  
t h e  H ouse whether those statements represent t h e  
cons idered view a n d  pol icy of the  N e w  D e m ocrat ic  
Party G overn ment of Man itoba and i f  they  do not ,  S i r, 
w i l l  the F i rst M i n i ster be ask i n g ,  as he shou l d ,  for the  
res ignation of the M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  of 
Agr icu l ture. 

HON. BILL URUSKI {Interlake): M r. Cha i rman ,  yes
terday I reg ret that I was not in the House and then 
when I was i n  the  H ouse to answer the  cha l lenge of  
the L eader of the O p posit io n ,  he ,  I p resu me was a lso 
out of the  C h a m ber  i n  terms of how he i nterpreted my 
rem arks and took them out of context. I was respond
i ng to h is  speech that he  made i n  t h i s  House speak i n g  
about h o w  l a n d s  were g o i n g ;  h o w  the owners h i p  of 
l a n d  .. . and i f  he, M r. Speaker, i f  h e  wou l d  have read 
my remarks with respect to the p h i l osophy of th is  
government i n  terms of promot i n g  the fam i ly farm, 
a n d  i f  he  looks at that speech ,  and  he  p icks out the 
comment that i t  was o u r  preference that owner
operators are the  best and m ost desirable form of 
farm i n g ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  he w i l l  then  know; at least, 
maybe he  wants to twist i t  in a way that he d i dn ' t  get 
the med ia  that he  wanted i n it i a l l y  when he  made that 
speech .  But ,  the fact of the matter is ,  I have no apolo
g ies to make. We know that the n u m ber of farm lands 
and the percentage of farm lands that are now be ing 
rented and farm s izes are i ncreas i n g ,  and the n u m bers 
of farmers on farms i n  Man itoba are decreas i n g .  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  that is a fact of l i fe. I n  fact, a l m ost one out 
of  every two farmers i n  Man itoba are now rent i n g  land 
a n d  it 's an i n c rease. We are mov ing  to l arger and . 
l arger farms,  M r. Cha i rman ,  and h i story w i l l  repeat 
itself  in terms of farm land and farm s izes, whether it 
be farms or  bus inesses are bei n g  contro l led  by fewer 
and fewer peop le  and pr i mari ly  peop le  who have the 
d o l l ars in  which to p u rchase them,  n ot peop le  who 
wou ld  want  to be desirous of farm i n g. I t  i s  on ly  the 
wealthy and the e l ite that  are pred o m inant ly  contro l
l i n g  farm land. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leade r  of the  
O p posit ion. 

MR.LYON: Mr .  Speaker,  even m o re ,  after l isten i n g  to 

this attem pt at excu l pat ion  by the M i n i ster of Agr icu l 
tu re for a l l ow ing  h i s  real be l iefs to come to l ight  about 
the Soviet system of land h o l d i n g  c o m i n g  ful l  c i rc le  i n  
th is  prov ince, t o  use h i s  words. M r. Speaker . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. D oes the H o n o u rable 
M i n ister of Agr icu l ture have a po int  of o rder? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, I r ise on a po int  of pr iv i
lege.  The Leader  of the  Opposit ion con t i n ues to 
i m pute m otives i nto the speech I made, and the 
speech I made was i n  response to remarks that he  
made i n  h i s  com ments to th is  Leg isl atu re. 

MR. SPEAKER: I don't  bel i eve the Honourab le  M i n i s
ter h as a point  of pr iv i lege.  

The Honourable Leader of the O pposit ion. 

MR. LYON: M r. S peaker, i n  the l i g ht of the words 
used by the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture wh ich  I h ave read 
i nto the record of the House ,  a n d  he  can s h i l l y  and 
sha l ly  and  worm h is  way a l l  h e  wants ,  but he  sa id  i t ,  in  
the l i ght  of that dangerous statement of po l icy on 
beha l f  of the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture ,  is  the Acti ng 
Premier  go ing  to tolerate that k ind of mental i ty i n  the 
Cabi net? Wi l l  they not be seek i n g  the  res i g n at ion of  
the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Eco
n o m i c  D evelopment .  

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): M r. Speaker, it 
defies i mag i n i n g  how the Leader of the O p posit ion 
can hear what has been said and  i nterpret i t  the way 
he has done. The Honourable M i n ister of Agr icu l ture 
was mak ing  the po int  t h at the  c u rrent market system 
of land  owners h i p  i s  lead i n g  to concentrat ion of 
owners h i p  in fewer hands wi th  larger p lots;  that is 
s u p posed to be the cond i t ion  we do not want.  -
( I nterject ion ) - Well , of cou rse, i t 's not t h e  Sov iet 
system but it 's the t h i n g  you don't  l i ke about the 
Sov i et system ,  w h e re t h e re i s  c o n c e n t rat i o n  of 
owners h i p  o r  g reat l arge group ings. I f  you would 
l iste n ,  S i r, to the M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture ,  you would 
see that h i s  po l i c ies are des igned to p roduce the  eco
n o m i c  cond i t ions w here large n u m bers of fami ly
sized farms can exist and th rive. 

MR. LYON: M r. Spea ker,  my q uest ion  then i s  aga i n  to 
the Act i n g  P remier. Is the Acti n g  Premier  te l l i ng us 
and tel l i n g  the peop le  of Man itoba and I use the 
q u otes of her  co l l eag ue ,  the  M i n ister of Agr icu lt u re :  
"The very system that the Leader  of the O p posit ion 
speaks about he  is  so o pposed to,  M r .  Chairman,  we 
wi l l  eventua l ly  come about and what happened i n  the 
Soviet U n ion we are s lowly com i ng about to that." 

M r. Speaker, is the Act i n g  P remier  then say ing  that. 
i s  the considered land pol icy of the N O P  government? 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honourab le  M i n is
ter of Economic  D eve lopment. 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Speaker, d oes the L eader of the 
O p posit ion sti l l  not real ize that what the M i n ister of 
Agr icu l ture was say i n g  was that i f  we do noth i n g  to 
i nterfere with the c u rrent i nequ itable u n balanced 
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effects of the market system,  wh ich  is concentrat ing  
owners h i p  of land i n  fewer hands ,  that w i l l  be the 
resu l t?  I f  we d o  n ot h i n g ,  S i r, that was the i mputat ion .  I 
can not u nderstan d  how the  Leader  of the Opposit ion 
can so m i s interpret what the M i n i ster of Agricu l ture 
has said .  

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker,  wi l l  the Act i n g  F i rst M i n is
ter, who obvious ly is  u nable to come to g ri ps wi th  the 
seriousness of these statem ents by her col leag ue ,  w i l l  
she take as not ice o n  behalf  of t h e  F i rst M i n ister of t h e  
very serious q u estion  that i s  bei ng asked? M r. S peaker, 
as wel l ,  w i l l  the honourab le  m e m bers in the back
bench of th i s  g overn ment i n d i cate to the i r  constitu
ents and to the i r  peop le  whether they s u p po rt the 
Soviet type of land  ho ld i n g  system for Man itoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Member  for A rthur .  

MR. JAMES E .  DOWNEY (Arthur): M r. S peaker, 
through you to the M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture, did he 
meet with the M a n itoba Farm B u reau and the Catt le  
Pro d u cers Associat ion before i ntrod u c i n g  the I nter
est R ate Re l ief P rog ram a n d  the Beef Ma i ntenance 
Program ?  

M R .  SPEAKER: T h e  H on o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Agr icu l ture .  

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, the ent i re Cab inet met 
wi th  the  Farm B u reau ;  I m et w i th  the  Farm B u reau at  
one  of the ir  m eet i n g s  a n d  I m et wi th  the Catt l e  P ro
d ucers who are mem bers of the  Farm B u reau on sev
eral occasions .  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. S peaker, d id  he  consult  with them 
before i ntrod u c i n g  the programs on those two s pe
c i f ic  p rog ram s  or, M r. Speaker,  is he  say i n g  that the 
i nd iv idua ls  who were reported i n  today's p ress, that 
they are i ncorrect i n  the i r statement that he d i d  not 
meet with them? I s  he go i n g  to conf irm the fact aga in  
that he  met wi th  them and consu lted with them before 
i ntrod u c i n g  that p rogram or  i s  he g o i n g  to accuse the 
mem bers of the Farm B u reau , the farm com m u n ity,  of  
m is lead i n g  the pub l ic  in  a press statement? 

MR. URUSKI: M r .  Speaker ,  I d i d  meet with the Farm 
B u reau.  What I d i d n ' t  do  i s  a l l ow them to wr i te o u r  
program, M r. S peaker. What I d id ,  M r. S peaker, r ight 
after we were e lected , o n e  of the many speeches o n  
rad i o  that I had m a d e ,  I d i d n 't have to go out to seek 
consu ltat ions with people .  People were p h o n i n g  me, 
ask i n g  me for meet i ngs ,  g i v i ng  me advice a n d ,  M r. 
S peaker,  the  Farm Bu reau gave us advice.  They p res
ented  a b r i ef to C a b i n et ;  th e Catt l e  P ro d u cers 
p resented severa l  b r i efs to myse l f ;  m a n y  o t h e r  
o r g a n izat i o n s  p resented  t h e i r  v i ews to  m y s e l f .  
So , M r . s peaker ,  o b v i o u s l y  they  may not  h. ave 
l i ked the i r i n put ,  but s u re ly i t  was open to them to 
p resent the i r  v iews and they d id ,  because the Man i 
toba Catt l e  Producers Associ at ion ,  who are  mem bers 
of the Farm B u reau were, I wou l d  assume ,  the s po
kesmen for the  Farm B u reau and the lead grou p i n  
that organ izat ion w h o  have p resented the i r  v iews to 
myself o n  several occas ions .  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. S peaker, can the M i n ister conf i rm 
that he d i d  not l i sten to the reco m mendat ions of the 
Farm B u reau or  the Catt le  Producers Associat ion  and 
wou l d  he  conf irm that i t  was one M r. B i l l  J anssen t hat 
wrote the  p rogram for the beef producers of the 
prov ince? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, the program that is  p res
ented was p resented to th i s  Leg is lature a n d  to the 
peop le  of Man itoba by myself and my col leagues and 
I ,  as the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture ,  take fu l l  respons i b i l ity 
for t h at p rogram.  M r. Speaker,  the advice that we've 
received i s  a g ro u p i n g  of advice from all seg m ents of 
agri c u l t u re in Man itoba and the Farm B u reau per se if 
they rea l ly wanted to make an addit ional  s u b m iss ion ,  
and t h ey d id  to Cabi net, but a spec i f ic  s u b m i ss ion 
based o n  beef, they certa i n ly were under  no con
stra in t  to do so because many g ro u ps made the i r  
p resentat ions  to myse l f  and  to our  govern ment  wi th
out m e  go ing to them cap i n  hand and say i n g ,  w i l l  you 
p lease g ive me a subm iss ion? My door has a lways 
been open .  If they have certa i n  suggest ions to m ake, 
they, l i ke any other group in rural Man itoba, are cer
tai n ly welcome to make the i r  v iews known.  

MR. DOWNEY: In  other  w o rds ,  M r. Speaker ,  w h at the 
M i n ister i s  say i n g  then ,  he  i s  i n  d isagreement w i th. the 
fact that - I ' l l  q u ote from the press report - "The 
Man itoba Catt le  Prod ucers Assoc iat i o n ,  a Farm 
B u reau mem ber, put  forward a p roposal to Urusk i ,  but 
delegates said they were never app roached for con
s u ltat ion  o n  deve lopment of a p lan , "  M r. McCorq u o
dale sai d .  I s  he now say ing  that is i ncorrect? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, I 've made my v iews known;  
the  m e m ber  can q u ote f rom p ress a l l  he l i kes.  I ' m  n ot 
prepared to respond to the press, I 've made my state
ment as to how the  consu ltat i o n  went .  If the  m e m ber  
doesn't l i ke w hat went  o n ,  h e  knows how h e  can han
d l e  i t ,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Pemb i na.  
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MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): Thank you,  
M r. S peaker.  My q uest ion  i s  for the M i n ister respons i
b le  for the Man itoba Publ ic  I ns u rance Corporati o n .  Is  
the govern ment ,  through Autopac,  proceed i n g  to 
enter  the  automobi le  parts bus i ness i n  th is  prov i nce? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, one shou ld  rea l ize that 
the costs of parts have been escalat i ng  so rap i d l y  i n  
terms o f  t h e  last several years. W e  certa i n ly want to 
exam i n e  the i m p l i cat ions that the amount  of used 
parts cou ld  be i n c reased so that we wou l d  not be 
pay ing  out the g reat vast sums of money on new parts 
in terms of replacement .  We certa in ly  wou l d  want to 
exa m i n e  that; I thank the mem ber for that suggest ion .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. S peaker, that is  n ot my sugges
t ion ,  I be l ieve i t  is a recom mendat ion that the M i n ister 
has made to the Pub l i c  I ns u rance Corporat ion .  In the 
cou rse of rev iew ing  that suggest ion the M i n ister has 
made to Autopac, cou l d  the M i n ister i nform the 
H o use as to how many smal l  bus inesses would be 
forced to c lose and how many layoffs wou l d  occu r  
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from such govern ment i ntervent ion and government 
takeover of the parts bus iness? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, the Mem ber for Pem bina  
m ad e  that suggest ion and I thank h im for  it .  The  
m em ber s h o u l d  a lso look at  the  ramif icat ions  or  the 
h i story of the parts i ndustry i n  the Prov ince of Sas
katc h ewan who have been recyc l i n g  automobi le  parts 
for n i g h  on 20 or 30 years in a co-operative effort wi th  
the recyc l i n g  i n d u stry. The recyc l i ng i ndustry now 
provides a certa i n  percentage of parts to the automo
b i le  i nsurance corporat ion and I wou ld assume that 
they would cont i n u e  to provide those parts even 
though Autopac may consider ,  but certa in ly  that's an 
area that shou ld  be considered,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, M r. S peaker. At a t ime  
when  there are  record bankru ptcies i n  the automob i le  
i ndustry and record layoffs i n  the auto  mobi le  i n d ustry 
in the Prov ince of Man itoba, cou ld  the M i n ister i nform 
the House as to what i m pact this k i n d  of govern ment 
in tervent ion wou ld  have o n  that i n d ustry i n  a troubled 
t ime and wou ld  the M i n ister further  answer as to 
whether the i m p lementat ion  of th is  program wou l d  
al low the auct ion of Autopac cars t o  cont i n u e? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, I thank the  honourable 
member for the suggest ion .  A l l  those areas would 
have to be exa m i ned whether the auct ion wou ld  con
t inue,  whether we would recycle some cars,  whether 
we wou l d  auct ion some of them. Those are some of 
the q uest ions obvious ly that wou l d  have to be looked 
at as per h i s  suggest ion .  

M R .  SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  for  
M i n nedosa. 

MR. DAVID R. (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa): Than k 
you , Mr .  Speaker,  I wonder if the  M i n ister of N orthern 
Affa i rs i n  charge of the Env ir o n ment cou ld  g ive the 
House some u p-to-date i nformat ion  o n  the s i tuat ion  
with the dead an i mals  as  a res u lt of the serious f i re in  
Brandon the other  n i g ht? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of N o rth
ern Affai rs.  

HON. JAY COWAN (Churchill): Thank you,  Mr. 
Speaker. The M e m ber for M i n nedosa had addressed 
th is  issue yesterday in the q uest ion  period and I had 
i nformed h i m  that I wou l d  p rovide h i m  that i nforma
tion as soon as was poss ib le .  I t h i n k  about a q uarter to 
three, yesterday, I consu lted with h i m  persona l ly  to 
tell h i m  that we were, at that t ime ,  as a department · 
i nvolved with M id-West By- Prod ucts i n  order to 
determ ine  if they wou l d  take the carcasses at that 
t ime. I t  has now been determ i ned that those negotia
t ions  have been sta l l ed because of the  h i g h  cost of 
hau lage us ing that part icu lar  system.  As a resu l t ,  my 
department has been in contact w i th  the C ity of B ran
don and we h ave negot iated with them in respect to 
the use of the Ci ty of B randon landf i l l  waste d isposal 
s ite,  and they have decided to co-operate with that .  
They've i n d icated a w i l l i n g ness to accept the an imals .  
The carcasses w i l l  be bu r ied i n  l ayers and l i me w i l l  be 
put  on top of each layer so as to ensure that the 
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enviro n mental condit ions are bei ng ad hered to. 
The dead stock ,  at the present  t ime ,  are u n der a 

co l lapsed structu re and we can't  get to them unt i l  we 
get a c rane in the area in order to l i ft the structure a n d  
g e t  the dead stock out .  We a r e  i nformed that there i s  
no real u rgency i n  that regard a l though we are movi n g  
a s  q u ick ly  a s  poss i b le .  S o  t o  c lar i fy that, we are 
i n formed that we have t ime to br ing  the crane in and to 
remove the an i mals i n  that way. 

Env i ro n mental  staff shou ld  now be o n  s ite and 
shou ld  be exam i n i n g  not on ly  the area but the waste 
d isposal grounds in order to ensure that a l l  the neces
sary env iro n mental req u i rements are bei n g  met. Th e 
estim ate of dead stock at th is  t i m e  is 600 head of beef 
and 200 pigs and that's what we w i l l  be b u ry ing  in the 
landf i l l  s i te .  I t  i s  legal  to d ispose of dead carcasses i n  
th is  way. The Env i ron mental  M anagement D iv is ion  
w i l l  be on s i te  to ensure that i t  i s  acco m p l ished i n  an  
env i ronmenta l ly  sound way and I h o pe th at we w i l l  be 
able to proceed as soon as poss ib le  and  once we have 
the h eavy eq u i pment  in p lace to l i ft the struct u re in a 
sou n d  and safe man ner and then d i spose of the car
casses fr o m  that po int  o n. 

MR. BLAKE: Yes, I thank the M i n ister for that u p-to
date i nformat ion ,  M r. S peaker. I can see there i s  g o i n g  
to be some c o n c e r n  n o t  on ly  probably wi th  a heal th 
prob lem but wi th  that l arge n u m be r  of a n i mals  bei n g  
d isposed o f  i n  a landf i l l  s ite,  I ' m  s u re h i s  department i s  
look i n g  i nto a l l  of the featu res that m a k e  or p resent 
problems such as runoffs and dangerous th ings  of 
that nature n ot only odours ,  but other factors that m ay 
present health hazards. 

MR. COWAN: As I i n d icated to the Member for M i n
nedosa,  departmenta l  staff w i l l  be on site d u ri n g  the  
operatio n ,  the removal and the  d i sposal a t  the waste 
d isposal g rounds .  I ' m  assu red that they in fact w i l l  
ens u re that a l l  the  env i ro n m e ntal req u i rements a re 
bei n g  adhered to i n  the proper way and for that rea
son,  w h i l e  we share h i s  concerns about potent ia l  
harmfu l  effects of th is  d i sposal p rocess, we a re 
assu red that if we acco m p l i s h  it i n  a way i n  w h i c h  we 
i ntend to that those harmfu l effects w i l l  be m i n i m ized.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M e m ber for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: A q uest ion on the same subject, M r .  
Speaker, to the s a m e  M i n i ster. Can the M i n i ster 
advise the H ouse whether the Pub l i c  Health D iv is ion  
of the  Department  of Hea l th  has been i nvolved o r  
consu lted i n  t h i s  p rocess i n  any way or  whether envi
ron m e n! and health are sti I I  operat i n g  in two separate 
worlds? 

MR. COWAN: The member i s  obviously referr in g  to a 
s ituat ion wh ich  ex isted u nder h i s  ad m i n istrat ion . 

· 

I can assu re h i m  that we h ave beg u n ,  n ot on ly  
beg u n ,  but we have  cont i n u ed to develo p  the  type  of  
co-operative mechan isms  w h i c h  are go ing  to be put  
i n  p l ace to ensure that those d epartments are work i n g  
even more c l osely together i n  the  future and that i s  i n  
no way t o  except h i s  premise a n d  h i s  premise o n l y  to 
this date that there is  a lack of co-ord i n at ion between 
the act iv it ies between the two departments. 
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MR. SHERMAN: Very i nterest ing ,  Mr. Speaker, except 
that in h i s  answers up to t h i s  po i nt ,  the M i n ister h as 
not made a s i n g l e  reference to p u b l i c  health or env i r
o n mental  health or the ro l e  of that d iv is ion  so I be l ieve 
the quest ion is  j ust if ied as is a supplementary questio n .  

C a n  he  advise the H o u s e  where p u b l i c  health i s  
i nvolved i n  add ress i n g  what health hazards may b e  
aris i n g  from that s i tuat ion .  

MR. COWAN: As we are  deal i ng with a n u m ber  of  
departments, I bel i eve the p roper cou rse of act ion 
wou ld  be to consu l t  with the  M i n i ster who a lso h as 
some respon s i b i l ity i n  that area and I w i l l  u ndertake to 
do so a n d  report back to t h e  m e m ber  as s h o rt ly  as is  
poss ib le  so that I can be assu red myself that I 'm pro
v i d i n g  to h i m  the m ost accu rate i nformat ion  poss ib le  
and I do  n ot want  to answer o n  behalf  of another 
M i n i ster at th is poi nt .  H owever, I wi l l  undertake those 
consu l tat ions .  I ' m  certai n  that I w i l l  be able to prov ide  
a deta i l ed response to the  mem ber i n  the  very near 
future o n  that part icu lar  q u estio n .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member f o r  Tuxedo. 

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): M r. Speaker,  to the 
M i n ister of Env i ron ment ,  g i ve n  the fact that in the past 
the landf i l l i ng of an i mal  wastes has lead d i rectly to the 
product ion  of l arge amou nts of methane gas,  what is  
h is  department doing with  respect to th is  recom
mended p rocess that they ' re going to be fo l lowi n g  to 
ensure that or  g uard agai nst the product ion  of 
methane gas through the landf i l l i n g  of several 1 00 
head of dead an i ma l  stock i n  one concentrated 
l ocat ion? 

MR. COWAN: As I i n d icated earl ier  i n  the q uest ion  
per iod ,  we have env i ron mental  staff, Env i ronment  
Management  D iv is ion  staff who wi l l  be o n  s ite and w i l l  
b e  ex a m i n i n g  the d i s posal p rocess i n  order to ensure 
that the type o f  problem w h i c h  has been add ressed 
not on ly  by the p revious q uest ioner, but by the 
mem bers who have add ressed other q u est ions in  
respect to the s i tuat ion wi l l  be taken i nto cons idera
t ion .  We w i l l  have an  eng i neer on site, an  eng i neer 
who is  t ra ined in waste d i sposal ,  who i s  tra i ned in the 
p roper p roced u res and m ethods by which we can 
d i spose of this large q uant ity of dead carcasses and 
we w i l l  be fo l lowi ng the process t h roughout; they w i l l  
b e  i n  contact w i t h  myself a s  M i n i ster respons ib le  a n d  
w i l l  a lso be i n  contact w i t h  t h e  other  depart ments who 
are i nvolved i n  th i s  and we w i l l  undertake t hose pre
caut ionary methods w h i c h  we feel are nec essary to 
ensure.  that the  type of problem wh ich  the mem ber 
has bro u g h t  to the attent ion  of the H ouse does n ot ,  i n  
fact, exist .  

MR. FILMON: M r. S peaker, in view of the concern , 
can the M i n ister assu re t h e  House or the  peop le  of 
B randon that there w i l l  not be large q uantit ies of 
methane gas p rod uced as a resu l t  of this dec is ion that 
he's tak i n g  at the moment? 

MR. COWAN: What I can ass u re the peop le  of B ran
don and the mem bers of th is  H ouse is  that  we wi l l  
undertake th i s  d isposal method i n  t h e  appropr iate 
man ner;  that we wi l l  put  in p lace those p recaut ionary 

measu res wh ich  we bel i eve are necessary to ensure 
that we h ave acco m p l i shed the d isposal of the  wastes 
of these dead car casses in the p roper away. Those 
ass u ra nces I have g iven h i m  p rev ious ly .  I w i l l  repeat 
those assu rances to h i m  and i f  he  wants more detai led 
i nformat ion which i s  of a tec h n ical  natu re ,  I w i l l  be 
p leased to p rov ide  that to h im once I 've had an  oppor
t u n ity to consu l t  with my staff and get that detai led 
tech n i ca l  i nformatio n ,  n ot on ly  from the perspective 
of those i n d iv idua ls  who are i nt imately i nvolved in the 
d i sposal process at  the present t ime ,  but f rom the 
perspective of t h ose i nd iv idua ls  who over  the years 
under  p rev ious ad m i n istrat ions have ga ined a g reat 
deal of expert ise and a g reat deal of knowledge wh ich  
they are bri n g i n g  to  bear  to ensu re that the very types 
of problems wh ich  are bei n g  add ressed i n  this H ouse 
are a lso bei ng add ressed at the waste d isposal  s i te 
and  are a lso bei n g  add ressed as we remove the dead 
stock from the p lace where they present ly are.  

MR. FILMON: The M i n ister i s  tel l i n g  us  that he  
doesn't know whether or  not  there w i l l  be s i g n i f icant 
p roduct ion of methane gas and he  doesn't know how 
they are going to safeg uard aga inst i t .  I would appre
c iate h i m  bri n g i n g  forth a tec h n ical  report at some 
future date that we cou ld  perhaps ga in  some assu r
ance fro m .  

MR. COWAN: N ot accepti ng t h e  p rem ise o f  the 
mem ber's q uest ions that we can not i n  fact i n d i cate to 
h im that there wi l l  be n o  s i g n if icant deg ree of methane 
gas p roduced and that we wi l l  i n  fact not have i n  p lace 
the p roper p rocedu res to ensure that this d i sposal i s  
u ndertaken i n  the m ost env i ron mental ly sou n d  way, I 
w i l l  be p leased to p rov ide to h i m  a tec h n ica l  report o n  
the  ent i re o perat ion  as s o o n  a s  i t  becomes avai lab le  
and  I wou l d  appreciate h i s  comments and h i s  sugges
t ions  in that regard,  as I know he's had some expe
r ience in th i s  area as wel l .  I would appreciate havi n g  
the  opport u n ity to rev iew h is  suggest ions and cr i t i 
c isms i f  they may exist at  the t ime he has had an  
opportu n ity to read t h rough  that tec h n ical  report. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable the Leader  of the  
Opposit ion .  

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker,  I have a q uest ion  for the 
M i n ister of Labou r. 

Is the G overn ment of Man itoba g iv ing  any consid
erat ion  to the  type of leg is lation that was i ntrodu ced 
i nto the Br i t ish Col u m bia Leg is lature recent ly havi n g  
regard to a cei l i n g  o n  wage i ncreases that c a n  b e  
g iven to the C iv i l  Service? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Labou r. 

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): N o ,  M r . 
S peaker. 

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, cou l d  the M i n ister i nform 
the House as to the present status of negotiat ions with 
the M a n itoba G overn ment Emp loyees Assoc iat ion 
which negot iat ions ,  I understand ,  have been going on 
now for some several weeks? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you, M r. Speaker, the 
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negotiat ions  appear to be about on track in terms of 
the t i m e  of  the year that we are at r ight  now. We are i n  
a posit ion  where some o f  t h e  q u est ions w h i c h  were i n  
issue i n  t h e  beg i n n i n g  have been resolved a n d  others 
are i n  the process of bei ng resol ved.  We hope that we 
can get so meth i n g  more def i n it ive with i n  about the 
next s ix  weeks o r  so.  I don 't t h i n k  there's m u c h  more 
that I coul d  add at th is  point .  

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker ,  a fu rther  q uest ion  on that 
po in t  of negotiat ions.  Is the M i n ister aware of the fact 
or  can he enl i g hten the House as to whether or  not 
p u bl i c  sector settlements in Canada have been run
n ing ahead of pr ivate sector settlements? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Well , M r. S peaker, I don 't bel i eve 
that's c lear  i f  you go over the l ast n u m ber of years. 
The Leader of the Opposit ion has referred specif ica l ly  
to Br i t ish Col u m bia .  As he  k n ows i t 's  somewhat eas ier  
to br ing  i n  that k ind of leg isl at ion  in  a prov ince where 
- j ust for i n stance the D e puty M i n ister of F i nance is 
earn i n g  somewhere over $90,000 a year as com pared 
to, in Man itoba, where Deputy M i n isters are earn i n g  
somewhat l ess t h a n  $60,000 a year. S o ,  w h e n  you 
com pare those n u m bers, it i s  easy to tal k  about leg is
l at ion that w il l  somehow equa l ize those peopl e  and as 
he well k n ows o u r  negotiat ions  and settlement will 
n ot resul t  i n  settlements that w i l l  put us anywhere 
near some of those peopl e  who are tal k i n g  about 
f reezes. A l berta is  another examp le  of a p rov i nce that ,  
because of its r ich treasu ry has been abl e  over the l ast 
n u m ber of years to take some of the sen ior  c iv il ser
vants from other p rov i nces and that is somet h i n g  that 
I ' m  sure the Leader of the O p posit ion reg rets as m u c h  
a s  the peopl e  o n  th is  s ide d o .  

MR. LYON: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, g iven the fact that t h e  
sal a ries to w h i c h  the M i n ister of Lab o u r  makes refer
ence of Deputy M i n isters represent excl u ded c iv i l  
servants who are n ot covered by the Man itoba G ov
ernment  E m pl oyees Associat ion negotiat ions.  Coul d  
t h e  M i n ister,  thereby mak ing  h i s  response somewhat 
of an n o n  seq u it u r, w h i c h  we' re beco m i n g  rather  
accustom ed to, coul d  h e  adv ise at th is  stage whether 
or n ot his govern ment i s  prepared to arrive at settl e
ments i n  the  p u b l i c  sector w h i c h  outdistance those 
that are bei n g  made in t h i s  prov i nce today in the 
pr ivate sector because of the economic  t i mes that we 
have i n  th i s  prov ince at  the p resent t i me? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Well , M r. S peaker, the Leader of 
the  O p pos i t ion ,  n ot so l o n g  ago,  was o n  this s ide of 
the House at w h i c h  t i m e  t here was a settl ement of -
what was it - 1 4  percent for the  Autopac emp loyees 
j u st l ast fall . H e  reco g n izes I ' m  s u re that t here is  some 
d iff icu lty wi th  respect to try i n g  to keep any n u m bers. 
What we are l o o k i n g  at i s  trends across the cou ntry; 
we're look ing  at the trends in the p rivate sector; we're 
look ing  at the trends  in the p u bl i c  sector. I ' m  sure he's 
also heard that teachers in the Province of Man itoba, 
recently  a n u m ber  of teachers' sett lements have come 
in the area of 13 percent; some a l itt le u nder;  some a 
l itt le  over. Those are areas that obviously have to be 
looked at. We also have to look at some deter iorat ion 
i n  terms of e m pl oyment s i n ce l ast fall ; s i nce the 
MacEachen B u dget. So,  we are keepi n g  u p  to date 

1497 

with the trends.  We are try ing  to make sure that the 
settl ement will be a fai r sett lement  from the perspec
tive of the taxpayers of the prov i nce,  and we' re t ry ing  
to  make s u re that the settl ement w i ll be  a fa i r  settl e
ment with respect to the e m pl oyees of the peopl e  of 
Man itoba. The Leader of the O p posit ion as well , I ' m  
sure k nows that there have been s o m e  anomal ies 
created because of sal a ry i ncreases i n  the heal th  sec
tor w i th  the n u rses, for i nstance, in the hospital s as 
com pared to the n u rses who are in the em p l oy of the  
p rov i nc ial government d i rectl y  etc. They are  a n u m ber 
of these areas that we are l ook ing  at. 

We hope,  as I said before, that we can get to a fai r 
sett lement  and we're t ry i n g  for gett i n g  that settl e m ent 
with i n  the next s ix  weeks h opefully.  That doesn't  
mean that the settlement  w i ll be there in s ix  weeks nor 
does that mean i f  i t  i s  not there that t here's somet h i n g  
seri ous ly  wrong .  I t  j u st means that w e  haven't c o m e  to 
an ag reement yet. 

MR. LYON: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, accept i n g  as we cer
ta inl y  do on t h i s  s ide  of the  H ouse that our  fu ndamen
tal o bl igat ion  as m e m bers of the Leg is lat u re is  to the 
taxpayers of M a n itoba, i s  the M i n ister of F i n a nce ab le  
to tell us  n ow when the taxpayers of Man itoba w i ll be  
ab le  to hear  h i s  Budget wh ich  w i ll encom pass a ll of  
these extra expend i tu res of h i s  g overn ment wh ich  the  
taxp ayers wil l h ave to pay for .  When w i ll we hear f rom 
h im o n  a Budget date? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Soo n ,  Mr .  S peaker, soon .  S everal 
days ago I was read i n g  the response of the Prov inc ia l  
Treasu rer i n  O ntar io ,  who was bei n g  asked a s i m i lar  
q uest ion  and he  i n d icated that because of the  del ays 
with  respect to negot iat ions of the  EPF and t hose 
types of arrangements, and because of the q u est i o n  
as t o  whether o r  not M r. MacEachen will s e e  the l i g ht 
shortly,  i n  terms of br i n g i n g  i n  another Budget o r  a 
M i n i -Budget or an economic  statement w h i c h  may 
change some of the  n u m bers w h i c h  we received l ast 
Novem ber. When we get that p icture we w i l l  be ab le  to 
tell in a l i ttl e better or a l i ttl e c learer way when t h e  
B u dget w i ll come down.  W e  feel j ust a s  the Lead e r  o f  
the O pposit io n  does, that w e  woul d  prefer to have that 
sooner rather  than later. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  of 
Educat ion .  

HON. MAUREEN HEMPHILL {Logan): Thank y o u ,  
M r. S peaker, y o u  al ways catch me b y  surprise. 

I r ise to respond to a q uest ion  that came from the  
H o n o u rable M e m ber for Swan R iver ask i n g  about  a 
letter  that I had received from the Town of Swan R iver. 
I want to tel l h i m  t hat the response to the l etter has 
been prepared. I al so want to i n d i cate that I have some 
reg rets i n  the d el ay for the amount  of t ime that i t  took 
to respond ,  but the i nformatio n  came from two 
departments,  M u n ic i pal Affai rs and F i nance Board,  
and  that accou nted for i t .  

H e  d i d n 't d i rectl y  ask,  I am wonder i n g  i f  h e  w o ul d  
l i ke a response t o  the concerns raised about the 
i mp act of the school  tax increase o n  the m i l l  rate for 
the Town of Swan R iver. - ( I nterject ion ) - Yes he 
woul d .  

N ot wanti n g  t o  g ive an  overl y  long  answer t o  a very 
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complex q uest ion ,  M r. Speaker,  I want to i n d i cate that 
there are four factors that affect the large m i l l  rate 
i ncrease for Swan R iver and  I j u st want to touch on the 
fou r  of them.  

The f i rst one i s  the amount of m oney put  in  by the 
Provi nc ia l  G overnment ,  a n d  I th ink  that t h i s  i s  the 
concern that would be raised by the mem bers o ppo
site. I t  i s  on ly  one factor. 

The second factor is  the budget that i s  set by the 
school  board themselves because on ly  t h e  school  
board contro ls  expend i tures. I 'm go ing  to g ive some 
very s imple stat i st ics to g ive  you an i n d icat ion  of how 
those factors affected the m i l l  rate i n c rease. 

Swan R iver got a 1 2. 5  C P I  i n c rease as d i d  a l l  others, 
they got both per p u p i l  t ransportat ion  and per p u p i l  
expend i ture i n c rease and a n  addi t iona l  s u p plemental  
g rant  of $ 1 54,000 that they would not have r eceived 
had we not brought  in that supp lemental  p rogra m .  
That reduced the i r  m i l l  rate i mpact b y  4 m i l ls .  H ow
ever, they brought  i n  an expenditure i n c rease, per 
p u p i l  expend i ture i ncrease, in their budget of 1 9.7 
percent ,  M r . S peaker ,  and  that is the i r r ight  and the i r  
pr iv i l ege a n d  the i r  pr iority that they  can determ i ne .  
We- gave them a per pup i l  i nc rease of 1 6 . 5  percent.  I 
t h i n k  that's a reasonab le  i n c rease. It com b i nes the 
new s u p p l em e ntal p rogra m ,  i t  recogn ized they were 
in a d i ffic u l t  posit io n ,  but i t  d i d  not meet the budget 
i ncrease t h at they bro u g h t  i n  - the per p u p i l  budget 
of 1 9.7 percent. They' re also hit by decl i n i n g  e n rol
ment and  th is i sn 't their  fault  a n d  I g uess i t  i sn 't o u r  
fau l t ,  b u t  a 3.6 percent i n c rease i n  dec l i n i ng e n rol
ment has caused ser ious p rob lems to their  budget .  

The two other factors I want to q u ick ly  touch o n  are 
the d ispar ity in the assessment  base and I u nderstan d  
that the d i str ict  s u perv isor  - there's b e e n  s o m e  
changes m a d e  . . . 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder  p lease. I rea l ize that the Hon
o u rab le  M i n ister was rep l y i n g  to a q uest ion  asked in  
the House in  a p rev ious Q u est ion Per iod but where an 
answer tends to be long  o r  somewhat com p lex ,  per
haps it wou ld  su i t  the  House better if the reply were 
given in a d i fferent fas h i o n  in writ i n g  or  as a statement 
by the M i n i ster. In  any case we are reac h i n g  the end of 
O ral Q uest ion  Period .  

The Honourable Member  for Morr is .  

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): T ha n k  you,  M r. 
Speaker,  l ast week I posed a q u est ion to t h e  M i n i ster 
of Agr icu l ture regard i n g  the Peat Land Farmers 
Associatio n  a n d  the i r  request for s peedy cons idera
t ion  of the i r  p roject u nd e r  the  Agro- M a n  Prog ram .  
Can t h e  M i n ister i n d i cate whether a dec is ion  has been 
made in t h i s  regard as yet? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  of 
Agr icu ltu re. 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker ,  I told the h o n o u rab le  
mem ber that I was havi n g  t h e  deta i l s  of the proposals 
reviewed. We've advised the associat ion t hat  there 
w i l l  be fu n d i n g ,  but t h e  scope,  the  rev iew of the con
tract and the  proposals are now bei ng u n de rtaken.  A 
dec is ion ,  I hope,  w i l l  be made q u ite soo n .  

MR. MANNESS: I u nderstan d  there i s  a $450,000 

ava i l ab le  under  the Agro- Man Program to s u pport 
th is  research .  I s  that s u m  sti l l  ava i lab le  for peat and 
soi l  research and if n ot ,  why not? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. S peaker, that's part of the review 
and the scope of the p roject. I want to u nderstand 
what i s  to be u ndertaken and t h. e  report i n g  mecha
n isms  to who the g ro u p  is  respons ib le  for th i s  p roject 
and aspects of that nature and ,  of cou rse, i m p l ic i t  i n  
that i s  t h e  amount o f  fund ing  that w i l l  b e  o n  a bas is of 
th is  proposal .  T here maybe other proposals there as 
wel l .  

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  Honourable M e m ber  for Turt le  
Mountai n .  

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r. 
S peaker, the M i n ister of Energy and M i nes sa id that a 
f ina l  ag reement on the  Western Power G ri d  s h o u l d  be 
comp leted with i n  two years. Wou l d  the H o n o u rable 
M i n ister adv ise the H ouse from when he  dates the  two 
years . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Energy 
and M i nes. 

HON. WILSON PARASIUK (Transcona): M r. Speak er, 
the d iscuss ions  that had been tak i n g  p lace between 
th ree governments h ad i n d i cated that it was a general 
hope o n  the part of a l l  t h ree part ies that a f ina l  ag ree
ment cou ld  be reached with i n  two years. M r. S peaker, 
that two-year per iod was a bit l oose i n  terms of an 
exact date .  I t  was based o n  when an  i nteri m ag ree
ment cou ld  be s i g ned i f  that was one opt ion or  
whether ,  i n  fact, another opt ion of n ot s i g n i n g  an  
i nteri m ag reement and  p roceed i n g  to t ry  and  d raft the 
complete and f ina l  agreement wou l d  be the course 
taken .  

W hat w e  are d o i n g  i s  tr y i n g  to s i g n  a n  i nteri m 
ag reement i n  p r i nc ip le  on pr inc ip les and then pro
ceed to expedite the negot iat ion of the f i na l  ag ree
ment  wi th  an outer l i m it of two years. I use two years 
because that's the t i m e  req u i rement for the Saskatch
ewan G overn ment to do its env i ro n mental  i m pact 
asssessment under  the i r  leg is lat io n .  They have said 
that env i ro n m ental i m pact assessment could take u p  
t o  two years, a n d  w e  are h o p i n g  that w e  cou ld  get a n  
i nter i m agreement s i g ned th is  s u m mer a n d  that that 
env i ronmental i m pact assessment would take p lace. 
H o pefu l ly ,  i t  m i g ht even take p lace sooner than with i n  
two years. H opefu l ly ,  w e  cou ld  negot iate t h e  f ina l  
d rafti n g ,  the f ina l  agreement before the end of two 
years, and I wou ld  expect that all part ies are m ovi n g  
o n  that t i m e  sched u le ,  b u t  there i s  n o  f i x e d  date as 
such .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, can  the M i n ister conf irm 
very br ief ly that what he  said is  that the  two years for 
the f inal  ag reement wi l l  date from the t ime that an 
i nteri m ag reement is  concluded.  
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MR. PARASIUK: I t 's the general i ntent ion to try and 
get  the  f ina l  ag reement  negot iated w i th in  a per iod of  
two years. I t 's o u r  hope that we wou ld  do so sooner. 
There i s  n o  date f ixed in stone as to a f inal date, but we 
are certa in ly  t ry ing  to expedite i t  sooner than two 
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years. Peop le  have tal ked in general terms of two 
years without  specify ing  an exact date - all th ree 
parties, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The t ime for O ral 
Q uest ions has expi red. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government H ouse 
Leader. 

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Roug e): M r. 
Speaker ... 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENT 

MR. SPEAKER: O rd e r  p l ease. T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
Member f o r  Radisson. 

MR. GERARD LECUYER (Radisson): I w ish  to ask 
l e a v e  o f  t h e  H o u s e  to m a k e  a n o n - p o l i t i c a l  
annou ncement. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the honourable mem ber h ave 
leave? (A g reed) 

The Honourable Member for Rad isson. 

MR. LECUYER: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. As m ost of 
the members of the House w i l l  have def in itely not iced,  
one  of our co l leagues has been absent from his seat 
for the l ast two or th ree weeks. I am referri n g ,  of 
cou rse, to our  col leag ue for Concordia who has been 
in the hospita l ,  has u n dergone surgery, and is  now out 
of the h osp ital  s i nce last Su nday and is  recu perat i ng  
at h o m e. A l though  weak, h e  is  i n  good  sp i r its and 
hopes to be back i n  the  H ouse,  at l east for s h o rt 
per iods,  start i ng  next week. I wou l d  l i ke to wish h i m  
wel l on t h e  part o f  a l l  t h e  mem bers o f  t h i s  House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Govern ment H o use 
Leader. 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, I wou l d  l i ke to annou nce 
a change in comm ittee meet ings. The comm ittee on 
T h u rsday ,  A p r i l  2 2 n d ,  E co n o m i c  Deve l o p m e n t ,  
C h a n n e l  A rea a n d  Moose Loggers, has been moved to 
Thursday, Apr i l  29th in order to accom modate a m eet
i n g  on that date, namely ,  Thursday, A pr i l  22nd ,  of 
Pr iv i leges and Elect ions. That's a very important 
meet ing  of that comm ittee deal i n g  with the O m buds
man q uest ion. Thursday, A pr i l  22nd,  1 0:00 a.m. in the 
morn i n g  for Pr iv i leges and E lections. 

M r. S peaker, would you p lease cal l  the adjou rned 
debate on the proposed motion of M r. Uskiw? 

ADJOURNED DEBATE - CROW RATE 

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed mot ion of the Hon
o u rable M i n ister of G overn ment Services, stand ing  i n  
t h e  name o f  t h e  Honourable Mem ber for Rob l in
R usse l l  - the Honourable Mem ber for  Robl i n-Russel l. 

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): M r. 
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Speaker,  I beg to i nd u l g e  the House to have the matter 
stand. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Govern ment House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: I bel ieve it was the i ntention of the 
H o n o u rable Member for R o b l i n-R usse l l  to a l low 
someone to speak i n  h i s  p lace. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for G i m l i. 

MR. JOHN M. BUCKLASCHUK (Gimli): Thank you 
very much ,  M r. Speaker. I have l ooked forward to t h is 
opportun ity to speak on th i s  resol ut ion that has been 
on the O rder  Paper for a n u m ber of weeks; an  issue 
that I s i n cerely be l ieve i s  one of the m ost i m portant 
p ieces of bus iness that th is  House w i l l  be deal i n g  with 
d u r i n g  th is part icu lar  Sess ion. I t's not only a feel i n g  
that I have, but  I w o u l d  l i ke to q u ote a very short 
q u otat ion  from J ust ice E m m ett Ha l l  who i n d i cated i n  
1 978:  "The cont i n uance o f  the Crow rate i s  a s  funda
mental  to the u n ity of th i s  country as any other con
cept that we can t h i n k  of." N ot on ly  i s  i t  i m po rtant to 
the u n ity of the cou ntry,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  m ost i m po rtant to 
the  economic  wel l -be i n g  of the Prov ince of Man itoba. 

I m ust admi t  that I s i t  back i n  my seat t ry i n g  with 
g reat d i ff icu lty to ascerta in  what the pos i t ion  of the  
Oppos i t ion  is  with respect to the Crow rate. We are 
to ld so often that they rep resent the i nterests of ru ral 
M a n itoba and yet we have heard, I bel i eve, on ly  one 
speaker  o n  t h i s  reso lut ion. I m ust admi t  for  the past 24 
h o u rs I h ave been t h i n k i n g  very serious ly  about what 
the M e m ber  for Lakes ide had to say about the Crow 
rate, I 've thought  about i t  and analysed i t  and I can not  
dete r m i n e  a pos i t ion. I t  wou l d  seem that the members 
who c la im  to rep resent the i nterests of rura l  Man itoba 
don't have a pos i t ion ,  or  i f  they have a pos i t ion ,  they 
are n ot w i l l i n g  at t h i s  t ime  to l et the people of M a n i 
toba k n o w  what i t  is. 

I s h o u l d  p reface my remarks that a day o r  two ago a 
com ment  was made from the Oppos i t ion  about t h e  
back benchers n ot rea l ly understand i n g  the issues o f  
rura l  Man itoba and part icu lar ly  o f  agr icu l tu re. I wel
come this opportun i ty to speak on this issue ,  n ot as a 
farmer but as a person who has spent  v i rtua l ly  h i s  
w h o l e  l i fet ime i n  rural  Man itoba a n d  cont i n u i ng to l ive 
in r u ra l  Man itoba, and fu l ly  rea l i z i ng  the potent ia l  
i m pact of the removal of the C row rate o n  t h e  type of  
l i festy le that most of us  are accustomed to. 

When I t h i n k  about l i festy le ,  I have to t h i n k  back to a 
com ment that was made by the Mem ber for Rob l i n
Russel l  a few days ago about a bus iness that had gone 
u n d e r  i n  Russel l ,  M a n itoba. I am wel l  acq ua i nted wi th  
that area hav i n g  been raised i n  t h at area and st i l l  
v i s i t i ng  that area q u ite often ,  wel l  acqua i nted with 
who Clement's General Motor dealers h i p  was. I can 
rem e m ber bei n g  a s m a l l  boy and I bel i eve we got o ur 
f i rst car from C lement 's agency. C l ement  started 
somewhere in the 1 930s in O nanole  and developed 
i nto Western Man itoba's largest General  M otors d eal
ers h i p  for q u ite a n u m ber  of years. I st i l l  remem ber 
F ra n k  C lement and t h at 's because w h e n  I was on the 
farm I remember  I used to trap a b i t  and Frank C l e
ment ,  as a s ide l i ne ,  used to be a fur  buyer. I can st i l l  
rem e m ber t h e  gent leman ,  wealthy a s  h e  was, the 
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large bus i ness that he had ,  bei n g  i nvolved in buyi n g  
pelts f r o m  the trappers i n  the  area - a very i nd us
tr ious gent leman ,  b u i l t  up a tremendous bus i ness,  a 
tremendous agency and I was rea l l y  saddened to hear 
from the Honourable M e m ber  for Rob l i n-Russe l l  that 
th is  bus iness was no longer  i n  bus iness. 

Now how did that happen? Wel l ,  I p res u m e  that he's 
n o  longer in bus iness because people are n o  longer  
buyi n g  cars. The peop le  a re st i l l  t here in  R usse l l ;  I 'm  
n ot aware of any g reat depopu lat ion  in  R u ssel l ,  but  I 
do know that any agency i n  a rural  com m u n ity has a 
fa ir ly large trad i n g  area a n d  I suspect what is happen
ing i s  that the  net farm i ncom e  is  decreas i n g ,  that 
there is less and  less d isposable cash a n d  as a resu l t  
s o m e  bus inesses go u n der.  I bel i eve that one of t h e  
pr imary reasons that there is  l ess d isposable cash 
throughout Man itoba, and part icu lar ly in rura l  Man i 
toba ,  is  that farmers are  fac i n g  ever  i n creas i n g  costs 
of product ion .  O n e  of t h e  costs of p roduct ion i s  an 
absu rd i n terest rate w h i c h  i s  h u rt i n g  many peop le  
d rast ica l ly .  So,  because there i s  l ess d i s posable cas h ,  
t h e  bus iness g oes u n der. 

I don't k now how l arge C lement's was two o r  th ree 
wee ks ago but I wou ld  j ust ass u m e  that they h ad 20 
e m p l oyees and we t h i n k  of the e m p l oyees wi th  an 
i nc o m e  of, perhaps,  1 5, 000 per a n n u m .  You now have 
$300,000 that is not c i rc u la t i ng  in that com m u n ity. 
There i s  a cost to the local  bus inessmen because they 
w i l l  no longer  have the benefit of that i ncome in the  
com m u n ity. There w i l l  be g reater p ressure o n  those 
who rem a i n  in the com m u n ity to pay for taxes that are 
no longer  t here. Schools  w i l l  probably be u n der 
g reater p ressu re to i ncrease thei r m i l l  rate because, 
w h i l e  students may n ot be there ,  the programs are st i l l  
there a n d  someone has to pay t h e  cost. There is  a 
severe economic  i m pact o n  the com m u n ity of R u ssel l .  

I ment ion t h e  f i g u re o f  about $300,000 per a n n u m .  
I mag i n e  the  i mpact o n  ru ral Man itoba's economy i f  
we m u l ti p l ie d  that by 50-fol d  or  1 00-fo l d  o r  200-fo l d  
and  that's the _extent of t h e  i m pact when o n e  cons id
ers what theTyrc h n i ewicz Report has i n d i cated the 
potent ia l  l oss wou l d  be to ru ral Man itoba's economy 
of aro u n d  $6 0 m i l l i o n .  A very very d ramat ic  i m pact o n  
rural Man i toba's economy.  

We hear so much about the  C row. I t 's  n ot some
t h i n g  that's j u st deve loped i n  the l ast two or th ree 
months .  We've heard about i t  for the l ast n u m ber of 
years. Why i s  there t h is  dr ive to get r i d  of the C row? 
Wel l ,  we hear that the rai lways are los ing  m o n ey and 
somehow or  other  they have to have money to stay i n  
bus i n ess t o  prov ide t h e  type o f  services that farmers 
have been accusto med to.  We have C N R ,  a p u b l ic ly  
owned transportatio n  system;  C P R ,  pr ivately  owned; 
the CNR act ing  as i f  i t  were in the private sector. 

CPR certai n l y  t r ies to g ive us a hard- l u c k  story. I 
t h i n k  that it wou l d  be worth reca l l i n g  the h i story of 
CPR and what i t  has obtai ned in terms of m o n ies from 
the co u nt ry to deve lop to where it is today. I n ote that 
the M i n ister of Transportat ion  recently sent a l etter, I 
p res u m e  to a l l  Canadian Wheat Board p roducers stat
i n g  the case for the need for i ncreased transportat ion 
rates. I ' d  l i ke to q u ote some f igures from the latest 
issue of the Co-Operator. I k n ow they happen to come 
from Ted Stra i n  - whom the mem bers of the  O p posi
t ion have very l i tt le  faith i n .  I have seen very l it t le of 
statements made by Mr. Stra i n  that aren't correct. He 

i n d i cates that Pepi n  had i n d i cated that CPR had been 
- wel l ,  f i rst of al l we hear the stories about how C N R  
a n d  CPR are losi n g  m oney. I n  1 980, Canad ian  National  
had after-tax p rofits of $ 1 92 m i l l io n .  CPR had p rofits 
of $ 1 2 1  m i l l io n .  I t 's a real hard- luck  story. Between '75 
and 1 980, w h i l e  total net farm income o n  the  prai r ies 
f e l l  44 percent, C . N .  i ncreased its p rofits by 1 ,533 
percent, CPR i n c reased its profits by 284 percent. 
One has to shed tears for those two organ izat ions .  

In  the  l etter that M r. Pep i n  sent to farmers, he  i nd i 
cated that CPR had received g rants of $33 m i l l io n  of  
l and ;  $25 m i l l i o n  to bu i ld  the rai l road.  What Pep i n  had 
conven ient ly  i g nored was the fact that C P R  was g iven 
7 1 5  m i l es of ra i l  l i ne b u i l t  by the Govern ment of Can
ada at a cost of nearly $40 m ill io n  and h e  tu rned th is  
a l l  over  to C P R  wi thout  any charge. Accord i n g  to  
Stat ist ics Canada C PR has received g rants i n  excess 
of $ 1 06 m i l l i o n  in cash and construct ion  for p u b l i c  
sources and n ear ly 4 4  m i l l i o n  acres of land i n c l u d i n g  
m i nera l  r ig hts o n  those lands.  S o ,  Pepin ' s  on ly  out by 
someth i n g  l i ke $81 m i l l ion  and he's out by about 1 1  
m i l l ion  acres. M i no r  errors I suppose. 

One s h o u l d  perhaps take a look at w h at al l  t h ese 
assets that were g iven to CPR would be worth  i f  we 
wou ld  take a return o n  those assets and p roject them 
t i l l  today's. I h ave some f igures, I th ink  t h ey're worthy 
of n ote and I shou ld ra ise them at th is  po i nt .  J ust 
g o i n g  back a b i t .  By J u n e  30, 1 91 6 ,  Canadian Pacif ic  
had received about $280 m i l l io n  i n  ident i f iab le p u b l i c  
a id .  N ow, i f  w e  a l l owed a return  of 5 .8  percent o n  that 
amou nt ,  today's val u e  of those benefits is $ 1 0.9  b i l 
l ion .  I f  we t o o k  the  assets that have b e e n  g i ven  to C . P  
pr ior  t o  1 91 6 ,  cons ider  that they would have a return 
of about 5 .8 percent ,  today's va l u e  wou ld  be some
where about $ 1 0 .9 b i l l i o n .  In  add i t ion ,  s i nce '67, CPR 
has received $770 m i l l i on  i n  d i rect s u bs i d ies ;  a lso 
owes the peop le  of Canada $ 1 . 2  b i l l i o n  in deferred 
i n come tax. That's the total ident i f iab le p u b l i c  aid to 
C .P .  L i m ited , now stands at approx i m ately $ 1 3  b i l l i o n .  
N o w ,  that is  about what C .P .  is  worth .  
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I n  other  words ,  all the assets that C . P. R a i l ,  C . P . 
i n vestments have today can be traced back to the g i fts 
o r  to the benef its that were prov ided to them by the  
G overn ments of Canada i n  the ear ly  years of our  
h i story. They b u i lt a nat ion ,  they a lso  b u i lt an  i m men
sely large corporat ion  wh ich  i nterest ing ly  enough ,  
a fter  t h e  sp l i t ,  w h i l e  w e  hear s o  m u c h  about C . P .  
req u i r i n g  add i t iona l  fu nds to mai nta i n  and to i m p rove 
our transportat ion  fac i l it ies are busy buy ing  shopp ing  
p l azas, condom i n u ms,  resort hote ls ,  certai n ly i n  the  
U n ited States and probably a l l  over the wor ld .  

Wel l  we certa i n l y  have to feel  very sorry for Cana
d ian  Pacif ic .  I t h i n k  of Canad ian Pacif ic go ing  to t h e  
M i n ister of Transportat ion a n d  ask ing  f o r  more money, 
i t  rem i nds me so much of that poor l i tt l e  orphan ,  
O l iver Twist approac h i n g  Mr .  B u m ble ,  I be l ieve, with a 
l i tt le t i n  cup ,  and  p lease S i r, may I h ave m o re? That 
poor l itt le o rphan of the C .P .  I nvestment G roup ,  Can
ad ian Pacif ic Ra i lways. But ,  u n l i ke O l iver Twist, C P R  
does have m a n y  peop le  who a r e  o n  the i r  s i d e .  Cer
tai n ly ,  amongst them are c iv i l  servants i n  the  Federal 
G overn ment .  I nterest i ng  to note from a book by Barry 
Wi lson ,  Beyon d  the Harvest; I ' m  s u re that some of the  
mem bers opposite had a chance to look at  th is .  H e  
refers to what happened i n  that short per iod o f  t i m e  
w h e n  Joe C lark was the Pri me M i n ister of Canada. 
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With i n  days of the assu m pt ion of power by the new 
Prog ressive Conservat ive Govern ment i n  J u n e  of '79, 
Cab inet M i n isters were heari ng from the i r  sen ior  
bureaucratic  advisers that the government  shou ld  
dea l  with the freight  rate q u estio n .  So,  we have Trans
portat ion M i n i ster, Dan M azan kowski bei ng lobb ied ;  
A gr icu l tural M i n ister, J o h n  Wise ;  F i nance M i n ister, 
S inc la i r  Stevens;  Trade and Com merce M i n ister, 
R o bert de Cotret ;  a l l  t h ese peop le  are be i n g  
approached b y  sen ior  c iv i l  servants with t h e  message, 
you 've got to do somet h i n g  about the f re ight  rates; or  
s im ply ,  the Crow m ust go .  

There were not on ly  advisers to these M i n i sters who 
were o n  that  same wave length but  there were a 
n u m ber of sen ior  A g ricu l ture Canada off ic ia ls  jo i n i n g  
i n  that cou rse arg u i n g  that change shou l d  be struc
tu red to red uce Federal G overnment  pay ments as the 
developmental  benefits of a more v igorous pra ir ie 
agr icu l tural economy began to be fe l t .  The author of 
th is  book also makes n ote t hat the ant i-Crow c lause i s  
bei n g  he l ped by the stance taken by the A l berta and 
Man itoba govern ments .  Now, that's rather  i nterest
i ng .  We haven't heard too much  from t h i s  O p posi t ion 
w h at the i r  pos i t ion  i s  wi th  respect to the C row, but  
Barry Wi lson i n  h is 1 98 1  book,  and  I don't  t h i n k  he  can 
be fou n d  to be in error,  i n d icates that the ant i -Crow 
c lause i s  bei n g  he l ped by the stance taken by the 
A l berta and Man itoba govern ments as wel l .  Wh i le  
the i r  off ic ia ls  c la i m they  are  n ot act ively campai g n i ng 
for any part icu lar  so lut ion  to fre ight  q uest ions ,  both 
govern ments,  through the i r A g ricu l tu re and Trans
portat ion M i n isters, have let i t  be known that they 
t h i n k  change m u st come and that the ra i lways m u st 
receive more money from the marketplace rather  than 
in  subs id ies f rom the government .  - ( l nterj ect ion ) -

Wel l ,  I don 't k now.  I s  that t h e  pos i t ion  o f  the 
mem bers opposite today? We haven't heard .  We've 
now been in d ebate o n  t h i s  reso lu t ion  for a n u m be r  of 
days. We've heard on ly  one speaker and I s i m ply 
could not ascerta i n  any pos i t ion .  - ( l nterject i o n ) 
Wel l ,  i t  seems that o u r  Federal G overn ment a r e  q u ite 
acq u iescent to or  q u ite p repared to go a long with the 
rai l ways' req u ests, I mean ,  why s h o u ldn 't they.  

There's an o ld  say i n g ,  "he  who pays the p i per cal ls 
the tune ,"  and it 's o n  pub l i c  record that C .  P .  i s  a 
considerable contr ibutor to both the major  po l i t ica l  
parties, has been over the last n u m ber of years I 
bel ieve, someth i n g  l i ke 200,000 to the Conservative 
Party in the last two o r  t h ree years and about 1 57,000 
to the L iberal Party. Wel l ,  you know,  as I say, "he who 
pays the p i per  cal l s  the  tune . "  Wel l ,  there are many 
reasons why the  Crow, why the Federal  G overn ment 
should be wi l l i n g  to go a long with  changes i n  the 
Crow. 

I t h i n k  that a l ot of farmers h ave been m is led that ,  
you know, i f  we g ive the rai lways what t h ey want ,  
they' l l  prov ide  u s  with better serv ice .  I wou l d  suggest 
that those farmers that feel that way shou ld  perhaps 
dr ive 1 00 m i les south of here, ta l k  to some of the 
farmers in North  Dakota and see what better service 
they have had with m u c h  h i g her f re ight  rates than 
we' re experienc ing  i n  Man itoba. Tal k to the farmers at 
D u nsei th ,  j ust a few m i les south of Bo issevai n  and n ot 
far from the home of t h e  Mem ber for  Turt le M o u nta i n ,  
a s k  t h e m  what they're pay ing  for transportat ion  costs 
to M i n neapo l i s .  I bel ieve it 's somewhere, in the n e i g h-
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bourhood, of between 60, 70 cents a bushel . Trans
portat ion costs to Seatt le  are somewhere i n  the 
ne ig h bou rhood of between $1.60 and $1.70 a bushel . 
Ask if they're gett ing  m u c h  better service than they 
are i n  Man itoba or on the prai r ies of Canada.  I wou ld  
suspect that the farmers wou ld  tel l  you they're gett i n g  
the s a m e  type o f ,  or even less serv ice t h a n  what we're 
experienc ing here .  The same t h i n g  app l ies to Wyom
ing .  I j ust read some f i g u res last n i g ht that from 
Wyo m i ng to Seatt le ,  it 's in the n e i g h bou rhood of 
seven cents a bushe l . Our farmers are pay ing  1 5  
cents,  1 6  cents,  17 cents a bushe l .  I f  they pay th ree, 
four t i m es m o re,  there's n o  reason to expect better 
serv ice .  As a matter of fact, I w i l l  make some q u ota
t ions from the Pres ident of CPR wh ich  very f i rm ly  
wou ld  lead us to bel ieve that we n eed n ot expect any 
better service.  

I nterest i n g  that ,  when Mr.  Pep i n  made his announ
cement i n  Wi n n i peg ,  he  h ad i n d i cated that Dr .  G i lson 
wou l d  be heari ng representat ion  from farm leaders of 
farm organizat ions ,  not to d iscuss whether o r  n ot the 
Crow shou ld  go ,  but to d iscuss how much the trans
portat ion  rates s h o u l d  i ncrease. I t 's a m atter of he  
wou ld  have us accept the  fact that the rates were 
g o i n g  to i nc rease, j ust a q uest ion  of how m u c h  w i l l  
they i ncrease b y .  I don't  recal l see i n g  i n  t h at fancy 
l it t le PR package that Mr .  Pep i n  handed out ,  seei ng 
any g u ide l i nes wh ich  wou ld  lead one to be l ieve t h at 
the advisory committee was to come u p  with various  
pos i t ions for farmers to cons ider .  I thought  it  was 
g o i n g  to be a consu ltat ive p rocess w here farmers 
were go ing  to meet with M r. G i lson and h i s  staff and  
le t  h im know how they fe l t .  But  I not ice  from the  latest 
Co-Operat ive,  r ight  o n  the front page, t h at we have a 
study paper from the staff of federal C row negotiator ,  
Dr .  C l ay G i lson .  So now, i n stead of s i m p ly  consu l t i ng  
and heari n g  what the  farm l eaders h ave to say ,  the  
com m ission is  p utti n g  itself i n  an  advocacy posit io n .  
They a r e  g o i n g  to deve lop pos i t ions  a n d  they are 
go i n g  to have farmers react to them . Wel l ,  w h at k i n d  of 
pos i t ion papers are they com i n g  up wi th? 

Wel l ,  here's one o n  variab le  rate. We've been tal k i n g  
about Crow rate. N ow we' re o n  to another t o p i c  w h i c h  
has a potent ia l  f o r  a very negat ive i m pact o n  r u ra l  
Man itoba. Var iable rates for movi n g  g ra i n .  They say 
they would a l low the evo lut ion  of a m o re eff ic ient  
transportat ion  and han d l i n g  system .  Wel l ,  I s u ppose 
they're q u ite correct. That's m aybe n ot s u c h  a g reat 
statement .  A nybody k nows that i f  you h ave fewer 
e levators, you can i m p rove the effic iency of  the rai l 
ways i n  transport i ng  that  g ra i n .  But  t here's another 
cost that probably isn ' t  bei ng add ressed .  T h at is the 
cost of farmers havi ng to hau l  g ra i n  a longer d istance,  
the cost of havi n g  to buy eq u i pment  to haul  t h at gra in  
and the cost to the prov i n ce of u pg rad i n g  and i m prov
i ng ,  mai ntain i n g  a road system to accom modate t h i s  
i ncreased transportat ion and the l o s s  of towns and 
v i l l ages, certai n ly .  The paper says, rai lways cou ld  
offer the gra i n i n dustry cost i n cent ives.  Ra i lways are 
go i n g  to offer cost i n cent ives such  as, u n it t ra in  rates,  
seasonal  rates and weekend load i n g  and u n l oad i n g  
d iscou nts.  So w e  a r e  now i nto the d iscou nt  bus iness 
as wel l .  But  th i s  i s  what the com m iss ion or mem bers 
of t h e  staff of the com m iss ion are d o i n g ,  prepar i n g  
advocacy pos i t ions f o r  cons iderat i o n .  Wel l  y o u  t u rn 
to page two of th i s  paper,  a tech n i ca l  paper assess i n g  
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alternative ways of d i str i but i n g  the Federal Govern
ment's $6 1 2  m i l l i o n  C row gap subs idy and i t  goes on 
to ta l k  about a n u m ber of a lternative ways of pay ing  
Crow gap. 

They ta lk  here about ,  payments could be made to 
producers on the bas is  of cu l t i vated acres o n  g ra in  
prod uct ion or  o n  the movement of statutory gra in  by 
rai l .  I thought  that farmers ,  some t ime ago, had ind i 
cated an  u n wi l l i n g ness to g o  with  the  procedu re of 
h u n d reds of thousands of c heques bei n g  mai led out 
to i nd iv idua l  producers. Yet, this i s  what this staff of 
Dr .  C lay G i lson i s  deal i n g  w i th .  The study on alterna
t ive ways of pay ing  Crow gap concl u des, i ncreas ing  
the Crow rates w i l l  red uce t h e  i m ped i ments to g rowth 
in the l i vestock and process ing  sectors by reduc ing  
farm g ate pr ices of C row g ra i n f rom what they  other
wise would have been .  

I f i nd  that  amaz i n g  that they wou ld  come to that 
k i n d  of a conc lus ion .  A re they not aware that t here 
was a Tyrc h n iewicz Report done ,  c o m m iss ioned by 
the prev ious  ad m i n istrat ion?  I f i nd  that s i mp ly  i ncom
prehens ib le  that the  c o m m iss ion  would come u p  with 
that k i n d  of a conc lus ion  when I bel i eve the assistant 
to Or .  C l ay G i l son  was the author ,  was one of the 
authors ,  of t h i s  part icu lar  study.  I don 't k n ow how one 
can change .h i s  perspective in a matter of two or  th ree 
years, 1 80 degree turn .  Wel l ,  I suppose, it's whatever's 
conve n i ent .  If that's what the M i n ister of Transporta
t ion  in Ottawa wants to hear, that's what we're go ing  
to g ive h im and we're heari n g  i t .  

I be l i eve there i s  a rea l  con job  bei n g  done on the 
farmers of M a n itoba and what  rea l ly  perplexes me i s  
the  att i tude of the mem bers opposite ,  t h ese g reat 
w h ite k n i ghts from rural Man itoba, the sav iours of 
rura l  M a n itoba,  we haven't got a pos i t ion  from them 
and yet  we have th i s  i nterest i ng page from the  Tyrch
n i ewicz Report .  I shou ld  j ust take a look and get th is  i n  
t h e  record be.cause many Man itobans may not be 
aware of what Tyrc h n iewicz had projected cou ld  be 
the i mpact of .rura l  Man itoba. Let's look at the const i
tuency of the Mem ber for A rt h u r. Southwestern Man i
toba,  I know that area, I spent a good n u m ber  of years 
in that area, it 's an area of l arge eff ic ient  farmers. 

Here i s  the Tyrc h n iewicz Report and they tel l  us  
that u nder cond i t ions  of scenar io th ree t here i s  a 
potent ia l  of a loss of somet h i n g  l i ke $6 , 000 per farmer. 
That's a 40 percent decrease in the i r  n et i ncome.  But 
we don't hear anyt h i n g  from the M e m ber  for A rt h u r, 
wel l ,  the M e m ber for Swan R iver,  I k n ow there are 
some very effic ient ,  large far ms in that area, let's look 
at the med i u m-sized farms.  The Tyrc h n iewicz Report 
i nd icates that there is a projected i m pact of a decrease 
in n et i ncome of aro u n d  47.7 percent.  For l arge 
farmers i t  i s  somewhere in the n e i g h bourhood of 30 
percent decrease, somet h i n g  l i ke $5,000 per a n n u m  
year after year after year. 

Wel l ,  l et's take a look at central Man itoba, that's the 
area repre sented by the M e m ber  for Portage la  
Prair ie .  We're shown here by the Tyrc h n iewicz Report 
t h at the  net i ncome of large farmers is expected to 
decrease by somet h i n g  l i ke 67 percent, pardon me,  I 
made a m i sca lcu lat io n ,  aro u n d  40 percent,  t here 
wou l d  be a l oss around  $5,000 per farmer. A n d  yet 
these mem bers opposite who represent these rural  
areas,  these g reat w h ite k n i g hts of rura l  Man itoba, 
t hese mem bers who wou ld  l i ke us  to bel i eve they have 

a patent o n  wisdom on affairs of ru ral Man itoba,  a 
copyr ight  on i ntel l i gence and com p rehens ion ,  we 
hear noth i n g  from them,  no pos i t ion .  

Wel l ,  i t 's rather  i nterest i n g  because I know there 
h ave been a n u m ber  of meet ings he ld  i n  the Beau se
j o u r  area in the last month  or two, the Federal M e m ber 
for Provencher ,  he's p u b l ic ly  stated , he's on l ine wi th  
t h e  M a n itoba pos i t ion ,  not on ly  once,  about a month 
ago when there were about  6 00 persons  present he  
i nd i cated h i s  support to the Man i toba pos i t ion .  Two 
o r  t h ree n i g hts ago at Beausej o u r  again several 
h u n d red people in attendance, - ( I nterject ion ) - I 
be l ieve,  I don ' t  k n ow,  I wasn't there, I ' m  to ld several 
h u n d red.  A g a i n  i n d icat ing  support for the Man itoba 
posit ion and f u rthermore I u nderstand that he  has 
i n d icated that h e  has been meet ing  with  h i s  M a n itoba 
counterparts ask i n g  them to suppo rt the Man itoba 
resol ut ion .  Wel l ,  we haven't heard anyt h i n g  e i ther way 
from the mem bers o pposite so it 's hard to say what 
i nf luence he's had.  

What about Saskatchewan? Wel l ,  I g uess they h ave 
a prob lem because Barry Wi lson in the Western Pro
ducer  wrote, a C o nservative MP, who asked n ot to be 
i dent i f ied ,  said Saskatchewan M Ps are defend i n g  the 
C row in an  attem pt to m i n i m ize the damage the Sas
katche wan Conservative Party. If we can keep o u r  
heads d o w n  u n t i l  the  elect ion i n  Saskatchewan is  over 
t h i n g s  w i l l  change and we' l l  be able to come out m o re 
o n  i t .  Wel l ,  they're g o i n g  to come out of the i r  c losets i n  
about two weeks t ime .  G reat stuff. 

I t h i n k  I know w h at's g o i n g  on, I t h i n k  I have an  i d ea 
why o u r  fr iends opposite haven't taken a posit ion on 
th is .  I th ink  they're caught i n  a trap because with the 
G i lson C o m m iss ion  meet ing  with the  leaders it 's ev i
dent  that the  major i ty of farmers are havi n g  very l it t le ,  
i f  any,  say as to what is to happen to the Crow rates. 

Now, we have the Opposit ion who ident i fy so 
clear ly with the l eaders of the farm organ izatio n s  i n  
Man itoba a n d  yet w e  h ave the masses o f  t h e  30,000 
farmers who are not bei ng g iven any voice as to w h at 
w i l l  happen over the  next n u m ber  of years w i th  
respect to the cost of  transportat ion .  I t  m ust be a very 
d i ff i cu l t  s i tuat ion  to be i n ,  I w i l l  i n d icate agai n ,  I w i l l  s i t  
back here and l isten attentively to hear what our  
mem bers oppos i te  h ave to say on t h i s  resolu t ion .  The 
n o  pos i t ion  party. They're sort of waffl i n g ,  sh uffl i n g ,  
it 's t h e  Tory waffle shuff le or  sh uff le waff le ,  I don 't 
k n ow what it is but it certa in ly  doesn 't te l l  us what the i r  
pos i t ion  i s .  I sym path ize with the farmers of ru ral 
M a n itoba, those that mem bers oppos ite pu rported ly  
represent, they're rea l ly  caught  i n  a squeeze and the 
Federal G overnment  k nows that they're u norganized,  
they w i l l  n ot speak wi th  one  voice,  so get them w h i l e  
they're d iv ided. 
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The one q uest ion  I m u st raise,  why i s  i t  that the 
Federa l  G overn ment  is  so set  o n  squeez i n g  the 
m on ey for transportat ion costs out of farmers, after a l l  
they spend probably b i l l ions of do l lars o n  a i rports and  
seaways a n d  heavens  knows what, but  when i t  comes 
to a few h u n d red m i l l i o n  do l lars to support the agr i
c u l t u ral i n d ustry, wel l ,  i t 's j ust not there ,  we've got to 
make those farmers pay. Wel l ,  I don't  t h i n k  that they' l l  
h ave an  easy t i m e  of  i t ,  I don't  t h i n k  they' l l  get away 
with i t  that eas i ly.  Because I don't t h i n k  farmers are 
d u m b, they're actua l ly  q u ite c lever, they can see 
what's happen i n g .  The ra i lways wou ld  be l ieve that if 
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you give them four t i mes the Crow, heaven and eart h  
w i l l  be here ;  there' l l  be t ra ins  m ov i n g  back and forth 
and grain w i l l  be movi n g ;  we' l l  be mak ing  al l  k i n d s  of 
sales all around  the worl d ;  the economy w i l l  be boom
ing and the farmers wi l l  be ever so happy, but you 
know CPR isn 't satisf ied with th ree or fou r  t i mes the 
C row. I ' d  l i ke to q u ote to you what the Pres ident  of 
CPR had to say j u st a few months ago. This is  from the 
1 981  Nove m ber 1 2th issue of the Wester Prod ucer,  
with an i nterview with CP Rai ls Pres ident i n  respect, 
here's what he  had to say: 

"CP Rail wou ld  not consider a compensatory rate 
based on the Snavely f igure" - that t h i n g  was d iscre
d i ted just a few days ago - he "would  not cons ider a 
compensatory rate on the S n avely f ig u re a larg e  
enough  sett lement  to i n d uce the rai lway to buy its 
own ro l l i ng stock .  The govern ment shou ld  be or 
wou ld  be expected to cont i n u e  buyi ng h opper cars 
u n less g ra i n  h au l i n g  com pensat ion  was set even 
h i g her  than the p resent est i m ates of four o r  f ive t i mes 
the Crow."  

So let 's g ive the ra i lways what they want ,  l et's make 
i t  5 . 7  t i mes the  C row, C P R  wi l l  sti l l  not buy the  ra i lway 
cars, they' l l  sti l l  expect the Canad ian  Wheat Board to 
buy them, the  p rov inc ia l  governments to lease them 
a n d  to buy them and who wi l l  be the better off? I f  the 
Crow is  broken the  farmer  is  st i l l  go ing to h ave p rob
lems gett i n g  fre ight  cars. H e  w i l l  be j u st pay ing  m ore 
for h i s  headaches. Obvious ly ,  C. P. L i m ited wants 
more than a profit from hau l i n g  g rai n when i t  can 
make 17 percent return  on eq u ity in other areas.  The 
q u est ion  that one  shou ld  raise, i s  that should taxpay
ers have to pay CP L i m ited shareholder eq u ity to t h i s  
level f o r  hau l i n g  g rai n .  

Y o u  know, I t h i n k  t h e  b ig  story, t h e  major  issue for 
the  req uest for i ncreased fre ight  rates has to do wi th  
t h i s  part icu lar  g raph .  I know mem bers o pposite had 
the opport u n ity to see it i n  a s l ide  about a week ago.  
Th is  part icu lar  graph i n d icates what is expected to 
happen for bu lk  exports through the mou ntai ns to the 
west coast because the mon ies that the ra i l ways wi l l  
derive for i ncreased transportat ion  rates, they w i l l  not 
be spent to any large extent  in Man itoba. Most of o u r  
g r a i n  goes t o  T h u nder  Bay. N i n ety-f ive percent of t h e  
mon ies w i l l  be s p e n t  i n  t h e  Western Pra ir ie  Prov inces, 
m ostly in Br i t ish  C o l u m b i a  and in A l berta. Wel l ,  why 
wou ld  they want to spend al l  k i n d s  of money there? 
To hau l  i ncreased vo lu mes of gra in  to the west coast? 
Not q u ite. If one spent some t i m e  look ing  at this par
t icu lar  g rap h ,  one  w i l l  see that over the next ten years 
there is  probably an i ncrease of a matter of 50 percent, 
60 percent in the vo lume of grain that wi l l  be trans
po rted to the west coast. But ,  the i ncrease comes i n  
t h e  amount of  coal  that is  g o i n g  t o  b e  carried t o  the 
west coast. 

Wel l ,  the q uest ion many farmers raise is  why don 't 
the  rai l way com pan ies charge the coal compan ies 
more? Pretty obv ious .  Who is  one of the largest 
owners of coal deposits in Canada? Good old CP 
through its subs id iary, Ford i n g  Coal , it has p roven 
reserves of coke and coal worth  someth i n g  l i ke $4 .2  
b i l l ion .  Now it  wou ld  be perfectly stup id  of themselves 
to i ncrease t h e i r  own fre ig ht rates for the i r  own p ro
d u ct. So,  let's get i t  off the backs of farmers because 
they're d isorg a n ized , they don 't h ave a u n if ied vo ice 
and they're easy to get  to. Trad i t iona l ly  they've been 
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putt i ng  u p  with  a lot that they s h o u l d n 't have. So,  let's 
get at them.  

Wel l ,  the removal of the C row rate i s  a tota l ly  unac
ceptab le  so lut ion to the problem that we are fac i n g .  I 
t h i n k  that we wou l d  welcome the O pposit io n  to ag ree 
with our  posit ion .  I t h i n k  at the same t ime we shou ld  
be look ing  at  some real ist ic  alternat ives because we 
real ly  haven't been deal i n g  too much with that.  -
( I nterject i o n ) - Let's hear them? Wel l ,  I ' m  n ot go ing  
to be a rad ica l  and ask  for nat ional izat ion  of C . P .  
I nvestments. Maybe C . P . ,  but  n o t  C . P. I nvestments, 
heavens no. What's that? Wel l ,  maybe we shou ld  go 
al l  the way then .  

B ut ,  certa i n l y  some thought  shou ld be g iven to the 
nat iona l izat ion  of the road beds.  Perhaps we shou ld  
cons ider  the transportat ion system as  a pub l i c  ut i l ity. 
After a l l ,  the two ra i lways do h ave a monopo ly  i n  
Canada.  Very few peop le  seem t o  real ize t h at the 
t ransportat ion  i n d ustry i nsofar as moving of gra in  is  a 
monopo ly  i n dustry. I wou l d  t h i n k  there wou ld  be 
not h i n g  wrong with cons ider i n g  it as a matter that 
shou ld  be governed by some pub l i c  ut i l i t i es board .  
W e  cou ld  g uarantee them a rate of return t h ro u g h  rate 
reg u l at ion  but  a guaranteed return m i g ht i m pose 
u n consc ionab le  rates certa i n ly .  A lot of thought  has 
to be g iven as to how they determine  what the i r  
method of arri v ing  at  the i r  costs are .  The main  t h i n g  at 
t h i s  t i m e  is to c learly let Ottawa u n derstand what our  
pos i t ion  is  and  l et Ottawa fu l l y  com p rehend what the 
fee l i n g  of M a n itoba and western Canadian farmers is .  

I therefore, ask the Opposit ion to s peak out o n  th is 
reso lu t ion  to let us know what their  posit ion is .  Thank 
you very m u c h .  

MR. SPEAKER: I f  there i s  n o  other member w i s h i n g  
t o  s peak t o  the  resolu t ion ;  The Honourable M e m ber 
for T h o m pson .  

MR. ASHTON: I move ,  seconded by the H o n o u rable 
M e m ber - ( I nterject ion )-

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I s  there any  other 
mem ber w i s h i n g  to speak to the reso lut ion stand ing  
i n  t h e  name of  the  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
Rob l i n -R ussel l .  

T h e  G overn ment H ouse Leader. 

MR. SCHROEDER: I move, seconded by the M i n i ster 
of Agr icu l t u re ,  that M r. Speaker do  now leave the 
Cha i r  and the House reso lve itself i nto a com m ittee to 
cons ider  of the supp ly  to be g ranted to Her M ajesty. 

MOTION presented and carried and the H ouse 
reso lved i tself  i nto a C o m m ittee to consider of the 
S u p p l y  to be g ranted to H e r  M ajesty with the Honour
able M e m be r  for R i ver East i n  the Cha i r  for the 
Depart m e n t  of  A g r i c u l t u re and the H o n o u rable. 
M e m ber  for Rad isson i n  the C h a i r  for the Department 
of Eco n o m i c  Deve lopment  and  Tour ism.  

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

AND TOURISM 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN ,  Gi!rard Lecuyer (Radis-
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son): The meet i n g  w i l l  come to order. I tem 1 . ( b) ( 1 )  -
the Member for Sturgeon C reek.  

MR. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
Chairman ,  the M i n ister yesterday was asked a ques
t ion about what was the defi n it ion  of profit ,  she gave a 
defi n i t ion ,  and I wou l d  l i ke to j ust fol low that question
ing a l itt le b it  in that the M i n ister had ment ioned that 
there m ight  be some means of keep ing  profits i n  the 
Provi nce of Man itoba. Has there any d i rect ion been 
g iven to the department  by the execut ive of the 
department to come up with a plan that would f ind  a 
way to keep profits i n  the p rov i nce a n d ,  if so,  wou l d  
they b e  t h i n k i n g  o f  more corporat ion taxes on  p rofits 
or  somet h i n g  of that nature? 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: M rs. M i n i ster. 

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): M r. Chai rperson ,  
the honourable mem ber's q uest ion is  whether the  
department has  been  g iven  any specif ic i nstruct ions 
to br ing  about th is  retent i o n  of profits here? In  our 
development of p lan n i n g ,  honourab le  mem ber, we 
have on ly  got to the po int  of ident i fy i n g  that as a 
long-term goal  and  we're at the  stage of exp lor ing 
methods and we're not near ly ready to appraise the 
d ifferent  opt ions open .  I t 's ,  shou ld  I say, a m i d d l e  to 
long-term structura l  change objective that we have 
and not l i ke ly one that w i l l  h ave an i m mediate act ion .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Thank  you ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  the 
statements that the M i n ister made regard i n g  the 
bus inesses or i n d u str ies looking at  the  Provi nce of  
Man itoba, and  I t h i n k  I heard i t  correct ly ,  I haven't 
seen any H ansard ,  but  there'd be an  effort made to 
have i n dustries locate where the prov i nces say they' l l  
l ocate i f  there is  a n y  assistance from t h e  provi nce at 
a l l .  Is that go ing  to be a po l i cy of the d epartment? 

MRS. SMITH:. M r. Cha i rman ,  it  would be one of the 
factors that wou l d  enter i nto negotiat ion .  There is  no 
i ntent to be d ictatori a l ,  but  t here is  a n  i ntent to recog
n ize that where p u b l i c  m o n ey is  spent, the pub l i c  
shou ld  have  some say  i n  te rms  of achiev i n g  the pub l i c  
goals .  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Cha i rman ,  there is  i n  Man itoba 
leg is lat ion that does n ot a l l ow towns or m u n i c i pa l it ies 
to enter i nto negotiations with compan ies from the 
po int  of v iew that - or  t h ey' re not a l l owed to offer 
i n cent ives. That leg is lat ion  was brought  in several 
years ago. What about the fact t hat many cities and 
towns i n  t h e  Prov ince of M a n itoba act ively h ave peo
ple work i n g  for them to d evelop  the i r  part icu lar  area 
and the com pet i t ion between them gets q u ite strong 
at t imes.  I f  the town or m u n ic i pa l ity that has done the 
best job a n d  shown the  com pany that th is  is  the best 
p lace to l ocate, wou ld  the p rovi nce then i nterfere if 
they thought  that i t  shou ld  be e lsewhere because they 
were putt i n g  in m oney? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  it wou l d  be a factor i n  
negotiat ion .  I t h i n k  i f  t h e  case occu rred perhaps, as 
the f i rst part of the h o n o u rable mem ber's q uest ion ,  
that a com pany had made a decis ion i n  co-operat ion 
with a m u n i c i pal ity and n o  prov inc ia l  money was 

asked for then ,  of cou rse, that wou l d  carry on as those 
two parties worked out. But where pub l i c  m oney from 
the prov inc ia l  reven ues is contr i buted , we wou l d  cer
tai n l y  w ish  to persuade or ensure that ,  at least, the 
option of movi n g  where there is  u n e m p loyment ,  other 
t h i n gs bei n g  eq ua l ,  there wou l d n't be an attempt to 
negotiate b l i n d ly with no  recogn i t ion of the fi nancia l  
factors that the com pany had to deal w i th .  But  I t h i n k  
i n stead o f  j ust g i v i n g  m oney i n  com pet it ion w i t h  other 
prov inces, there wou l d  be an attempt to spend pub l i c  
mon ies on ly  w here we cou l d  achieve pub l i c  goals .  I 
t h i n k  otherwise the strateg ic  spen d i n g  of p u b l i c  
money wou l d  be better focused i n  areas w here the 
pub l i c  does have some control  and the p rivate sector 
could carry on in its own q u ite effective way. 

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Chairman ,  i f  the government 
then decides because or persuades, as the M i n i ster 
puts it ,  a company to l ocate as she has ment ioned in a 
specif ic area a n d  they have decided to be of some 
ass istance, is  it  the po l icy of the government then to 
want equ ity i n  the  com pany? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  it  wou l d  be a consid
erat ion ,  as I sa id yesterday, that whenever pub l i c  
mon ies a re  bei n g  spent ,  the f u l l  range of opt ions of  
the re lat ionsh i p  wou ld  be  looked a t  a l l  the way from 
no support to some su pport without any str ings ,  to 
some k i n d  of s u p port with a cond i t ion ,  to jo int  ven
ture ,  to the possi b i l ity of operat ing that act iv ity as a 
Crown corporatio n .  We don't  wish to prejudge the 
form of the relat ionsh i p  and i t  would be worked out  in  
th is  specif ic  case. 

I 'd l i ke to just add ress the p revious issue, the con
cept of p lay ing an  active ro le ,  i f  you l i ke, in t ry i n g  to 
des ignate where an i n d ustry m i g ht locate with possi
b ly more m o n ey ava i lab le  i f  they wou l d  choose a 
preferred area. That is practised a l ready u nder the 
R D I A ,  D R E E  programs operated b y  t h e  Federal 
G overn ment .  I t 's not a fore ign  concept. I t h i n k  feder
a l ly  and p rovi nc ia l ly  we recog n ize that if ba lanced 
reg iona l  eco n o m i c  development is to occ u r  that t here 
may have to be some in tervent ion i n  the marketp lace 
forces, because left to themselves, development w i l l  
t e n d  t o  concentrate i n  the large centres or i n  the m ore 
populous prov i n ces.  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Chai rman,  the i nvest igat ions 
or the research of the company that  usua l ly  are p res
ented to D R E E  or, as I recal l  it, was certa i n ly taken 
i nto cons iderat ion from the point  of view that the 
com pany may have research to show that it wou l d  not 
be profitabl e  to be i n  a specif ic area. The D R E E  g rants 
that we are speak ing  of or any assistance from the 
Prov inc ia l  G overn ment rea l ly  doesn't  matter i f  it 's 
more because they go somewhere else i f  there isn 't a 
return  on i nvestment i n  that specif ic p lace that is 
reco m m ended by the government.  The fact that the 
M i n ister - and I t h i n k  I wrote it  down properly yester
day - said ,  " P u b l i c  corporat ions are better for the 
prov ince than pr ivate corporat ions."  Does that mean 
that it  is  the  i ntent ion of the govern ment to enter i nto 
more pub l i c  corporat ions as far as at least manufac
tur ing is concerned? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I don't  t h i n k  I said 
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that p u b l i c  were in a l l  cases better than pr ivate; I t h i n k  
I s a i d  w e  were o p e n  to the fu l l  range o f  opti ons i n  each 
case. I suspect that in many cases private operat ions  
are j ust as happy to carry o n  and l ocate where i t  
makes the g reatest economic  sense to them where 
they can max i m ize the i r  profits and expect or req u i re 
no pub l ic  subs idy and that w i l l  carry on as usua l .  

I th i n k  the case where negot iat ions take place i s  
when the pr ivate company expects some concess ion  
or  wants some support f rom the Provi nc ia l  Govern
ment. I t  would be in those i nstances that we wou ld  
negot iate from a pos i t ion of  what are  our  pr iori t ies 
a n d  goals and see if we cou l d  work out a best case 
ag reement recog n iz ing  that we wou ld n't want to 
att ract a com pany that wou l d  i m med i ately not make 
any  profit .  We wouldn't  want to attract a lame duck.  So 
the  agreement would have to come somewhere 
between the m ax i m u m  p rofit po int  that the company 
was i nterested i n  and  the des i rab le  goals of the 
govern ment .  N egot iat ion is  j ust that;  you start f rom 
your  preferred posit ions  and work to some k ind of  
m utual  ag reement .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr.  Chairman,  that answers the 
q uest ion on the pol icy of the govern ment regard i n g  
negot iat ions  w i t h  compan ies a s  t o  where they m a y  b e  
or  m ay l ocate, etc . ,  b u t  the question  that p u b l i c  corpo
rat ions  are better for the prov i nce,  and the M i n i ster 
has ex p la i n ed her  statement and  we don't  have Hans
ard at the  present t ime .  I was ask i n g  if that is a po l icy 
of the  govern ment .  Does that mean that the govern
ment is  look i n g  towards hav ing  more pub l ic ly-owned 
corporat i o n s  in t h e  m a n u fact u r i n g  bus i ness i n  
M a n itoba? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  in the f i rst i nstance,  
p u b l i c  m ay be better i f  more of the profit can be 
reta ined and recycled t h rough  the provi nce a n d  i f  
s o m e  control c a n  res ide w i t h  the pub l ic  so that w e  
have some g reater ab i l ity t o  m a i n t a i n  a s  strong and 
structura l ly  a mature economy i n  Man itoba. That 
doesn't mean that we env is ion a heavy pub l i c  i nvol
vement r ight across the  whole spectru m .  In the s h o rt 
run our  pr iorit ies are as stated i n  the elect ion  program 
to focus o n  the energy and n atura l  resou rce f ie ld .  I 
don 't t h i n k  there w i l l  be a heavy m ove i nto the manu
factur ing  sector. Wh i le  we are us ing  adm itted ly  scarce 
resou rces to deve lop in the energy and pr i mary 
resource area, we wi l l  be putti n g  i n  p lace an i m p roved 
p lan n i ng capacity in order to have good analyt ical  
i nformat ion  ava i lab le  to work out the cost benefit of  
putt i n g  p u b l i c  m o n i es i nto manufactu r ing  vis-a-vi s  
p ri mary i n d ustry. S o ,  I t h i n k  I c a n  say stra ig htfor- . 
ward ly that we don't  see a g reat i ncrease i n  p u b l i c  
p resence i n  the  manufactu ri n g  sector i n  the short r u n  
and the m i d-term,  l o ng-term w i l l  depend on the 
resu lts of a t ig hter analysis .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  i f  t here is  research bei n g  
d o n e  r i g h t  n o w  to c o m e  u p  w i t h  recom mendat ions  
regard i n g  a po l i cy for  retent ion of profits, and i f  i t  i s  
t h e  pol icy of the  govern ment to l o o k  a t  p u b l i c  corpo
rat ions  so that t here can be a p rofit put  back in for t h e  
benefit of the people of Man itoba, doesn't that real l y  
m e a n  t h at the  govern ment is  g o i n g  to b e  i n h i b i t i n g  
peop le  from c o m i n g  i nto t h e  Prov ince o f  Man itoba o r  

i nvest ing  i n  the Prov ince of Man i toba f o r  t w o  reasons :  
that they cou ld  be i n  com pet i t ion with the govern
ment, and i f  they are in com pet i t ion with the govern
ment and they were mak ing  a profit ,  that p rofit wou l d  
have s o m e  q ual i f icat ions t o  have i t  rema in  i n  the 
prov i nce. 

The corporat ions that are in terested in i nvest i ng  
today anywhere are  not  rea l ly  i nterested i n  havi n g  a 
s i tuat ion where they have com pet i t ion from g overn
ment and certa in ly  not having their profits reta ined i n  
t h e  p rovi nce t o  ass ist t h e  government t o  p u t  i t  i nto 
p u b l i c  i nvestment ,  which would be work i n g  agai nst 
them.  There is  n o  boundaries o n  money if  a com pany 
comes i nto the p rovince and pays the ir  taxes, becomes 
a g ood corporate c i t izen ,  pays their  emp loyees good 
wages and are good corporate cit izens in the  m u n ic i
pal ity that they are in and they make a profit ,  I t h i n k  
that i f  there's a n y  attem pts t o  retai n  those profits i n  
the  Prov i nce o f  Man itoba or  t o  t e l l  t h e m  o r  b y  h i g her  
taxes or  i n  any other  form that the M i n ister m ay h ave 
recom mended to her ,  i t  wi l l  be a d i s i ncentive for com
pan ies to come to this provi nce The M i n ister keeps 
referri n g  to the po l icy not bei n g  present ly  in p l ace, 
but  I ask the  q uest ion aga i n  o r  I make the statement 
aga i n ,  because of what the M i n i ster has said ,  t h at t h i s  
t y p e  of po l i cy i s  bei n g  looked a t  i n  the department  t o  
t r y  and  come u p  w i t h  s o m e  sort o f  system t o  retai n 
com pany p rofits i n  the prov ince.  Am I correct i n  that 
analysis? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson ,  I th ink the honour
ab le  mem ber is mak ing  the m i stake of t h i n k i n g  that 
because a l i tt le of somet h i n g  m ight  be done  that we 
w i l l  autom at ica l ly  move and d o  everyt h i n g .  When we 
say we want to look at more p rofits bei n g  ma i ntai n ed 
i n  the provi n ce, it doesn't mean that we are g o i n g  to be 
t ry ing  to keep al l  profits here. 

I t h i n k  the top pr iority f ie ld for our  concern is  the 
p rofits from pr imary resou rce development .  The 
m a n ufacturi n g  sector has some other p rob lems and 
opportu n i t ies .  I t 's  our bel ief that pr ivate sector 
i n vestment i s  more soph ist icated than it used to be.  It  
used to see itself as i n  oppos i t ion to the govern m ent 
and  to p u b l i c  i nvestment.  I t 's our i nterpretation  of the 
d iff icu l t ies of the last few years that have been m o re 
agg ravated i n  Man itoba than e lsewhere, that the po l
icy of cutt i n g  back or ho ld i n g  the l i n e  o n  p u b l i c  
i nvestment  and  bei n g  w i l l i n g  to coax, try to do w h at
ever you can to coax pr ivate i nvestment i n ,  i s  an 
i nadeq u ate strategy. We wou l d  l i ke to have a m i xed 
and balanced strategy whereby we develop a healthy 
publ ic  sector f ie ld pr imar i ly ,  as I 've said ,  i n  the f ie lds 
of energy and natu ral resou rce and that we exa m i ne 
the f u l l  range of opportun it ies i n  the man ufact u r i n g  
sector, real i z i ng  that there's a l ot of opportu n ity f o r  
b o t h  g ro u ps to function .  

I n  terms of whether we w i l l  d i scou rage i nvestment  
from com i n g  in ,  I th ink  you ' l l  f i n d  that j ust about every 
prov i n ce i n  Canada is start ing  to look at, not o n l y  a re 
the compan ies wh ich  come i n  start i n g  to look  at 
whether they're gett ing  a share of the pub l ic 's b usi
ness,  in terms of what they produce and w hat g ov
ernment procu res, but they are expect ing p rov i n c ia l  
govern ments to req u i re that they i n  the i r  t u rn to be 
good corporate c i t izens must show a w i l l i n g ness to 
expand and i nvest i n  the local area. 
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So, I haven't  found in my deal i ng s  with the pr ivate 
sector a na ivete in that regard .  I f i n d  that they' re i nter
ested i n  stab i l i ty,  pred icta b i l ity and a good c l i mate. I 
t h i n k  if there is a h i g h  level  of eco n o m i c  activity i n  the  
prov i nce,  peop le  have money i n  the i r  pockets and 
m oney is  c i rc u l at i ng  and that we deve lop an  eco
n o m i c  structure where there i s  deve lopment in the  
areas where we have some advantage ,  where we set 
pr iority sectors and deve lop forward and backward 
l i n kages. There's p lenty to do from both the pub l i c  
and the pr ivate s ide and together they're stronger .  I 
j ust don't  accept that the one-s ided rel i ance on pr i
vate sector i n vestment and  d o i n g  anyth i n g  to coax 
them in or,  well it 's perhaps too strong to say cu rry 
favour ,  but in a sense never step on the i r  toes i s  wise.  I 
t h i n k  we want to work a m utually advantageous posi
t ion and I f i n d  the pr ivate sector very u n derstand i n g  
a n d  respect i n g  o f  that pos i t ion .  

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for Tuxedo. 

MR. FILMON: Thank you,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I was i n ter
ested i n  p u rs u i n g  some com ments and remarks that 
were raised yesterday j u st at the  t i m e  of com m ittee 
r i s ing ,  whereby the M i n ister i n d i cated that she was 
i nterested in p u rs u i n g  bus inesses and a l low ing  them 
to ach i eve a fai r profit i n  M a n itoba. I bel ieve that the 
M e m ber  for St .  N orbert asked her  to d ef i ne  what fai r 
p rofits were and I ' m  n ot s u re exact ly  if I can paraph
rase her answer, but she sa id fai r  profits d i ffered 
depend i n g  o n  the type of i n d u stry and the manner  i n  
wh ich  they contr i bute towards t h e  provi nc ia l  econ
omy and she spoke of d i ffer i n g  levels depen d i n g  on 
whether o r  not they were in pr imary resou rce devel
opment or  manufactur ing  and whether o r  not they 
were a Man itoba based com pany or a Canad ian  based 
company o r  fore i g n  company and so on and so fort h .  I 
wonder if the M i nster cou l d  be a l it t le m o re def i n i t i ve 
a bout her response to that as to what she  cons iders to 
be fai r profits to bus i nesses or i n d u str ies who are 
i n vest i ng  i n  Man itoba. 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  yes, Honourab le  
M e m ber  for Tuxedo,  the fact i s  that o n e  n eeds to look  
at the amount  of i n vestment  req u i red by a company i f  
i t ' s  a capital  i ntensive operati o n  a s  m o s t  man ufactu r
i n g  act iv i t ies are, there's a heavy i nvestment and usu
a l ly  a fa i r  r isk bei n g  take n .  The market i n g  f ie ld  for 
m a nufactu rers i s  com pet i t ive a n d  i s  d iff i c u lt .  I t  i s  not 
conf ined to th is area so that they're much more sensi
t ive to the d i ffer i n g  c i rc u m stances in other prov i n ces,  
i ndeed,  in other cou ntr ies .  Consequent ly ,  one  wou ld  
n eed to say a fai r return  for  them was somewhat 
h i g her  than one m i g ht expect from say a retai l  opera
t ion where the capital i n vestment  m i g ht be more 
l i m ited,  where the com petitors were m a i n l y  i n  the  
same geograph ica l  area a n d  where any change in  
government po l icy here  wou ld  affect them a l l  eq ua l ly .  
I t 's  those types of factors that ,  I t h i n k ,  wou l d  need to 
be l ooked at.  

I t h i n k  we've passed the t i m e  when we can say that 
somehow bus iness can fu nct ion i ndependent ly of 
pub l ic  pu rposes and p u b l i c  respon s i b i l ity. I know the 
bel ief has been that i f  they pay t h e i r  taxes and em ploy 
people a n d  pay fair  wages that bus iness is bei ng  a 
good corporate cit izen.  I wou ld  say that those are 

n ecessary factors but not q u ite suff ic ient  in today's 
situation and that i f  Man itoba cont in ues to rely for its 
future economic  development solely o n  that type of 
corporate good c it izensh ip  we m ay, in fact, f i nd  o u r
selves possess i n g  on ly  the footloose type of corpo
rate development wh ich can n ot on ly  - you ment i
oned the capita l  cou ld  f low out eas i ly ,  i t  can f low i n  
a n d  f low out easi ly .  S o  i t  can b e  deceptive t o  coax 
those k i n d  of d evelopments here and t h i n k  then that 
one has ach ieved someth i ng last i ng .  They can j ust as 
eas i ly - not as eas i l y - and it 's not a s i m p le  m atter to 
move but i n  the fast-moving world of today's com peti
t ive scene in the man ufactur ing  area, they can l eave 
M a n itoba q u ite q u ick ly  too. I g uess our strategy is to 
i n c rease the n u mber of act iv i t ies over wh ich  the peo
ple, not the government as a d o m i neeri n g ,  control
l i n g,, arrogant body, but the peop le  of Man itoba as the 
one m i l l io n  c it izens who want jobs,  who want some 
k i n d  of secu rity for the future have some g reater 
degree of control over, i s  a good strategy. 

MR. FILM ON: M r. Cha i rman ,  so the M i n ister i s  say i n g  
that h e r  department ,  therefore, u nder her  n ew p h i lo
sophy i s  n ot necessar i ly  just i nterested in attract i n g  
bus inesses that create jobs,  l on g-term,  f i r m  j o b s  i n  
Man itoba, but they have t o  sati sfy some other socia l  
pu rpose i n  bein g  here? I s  that what she's say ing?  

MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson ,  yes, I t h i n k  we stated 
in the open i n g  add ress that we' re look ing  at a closer 
l i n k  between social  and economie.ebjectives. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Cou ld , I  ask the M e m ber  
for  Tuxedo to speak c loser to the  m ike,  p lease? 
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MR. FILMON: C o u l d  the  M i n i ster i n d i cate,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  - she wasn't very specif ic on fa ir  p rofits.  I f  
we were i n  a man ufactu r ing  bus iness,  wou ld  s h e  con
s ider 20 percent profits fai r  profits? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I th ink  we wou l d  have 
to look at the type of man ufactur ing ,  the amount  of 
Capital requ i red,  the amount  of mach inery,  h i g h  
tec h nology,  t h e  competit ive s ituat ion i n  t h e  market
i n g  f ie ld .  I don 't th i n k  a benc h mark p u l led out of the 
a i r  l i ke that i s  adeq uate. The major energy project 
deve lopers today are look i n g  at 25 to 30 percent 
ret u rn o n  their i nvestment.  This is  very h i g h  and it 's 
more than the prov ince wou l d  req u i re ,  i f  it were look
ing at the v iab i l ity of i nvestment  in energy.  Rap id  
g rowth or  expans ion i sn 't a lways the best k ind .  I t  m ay 
be that we pay too h i g h  a pr ice to get deve lopment  o n  
that s ide a t  the expense of other people whose socia l  
needs are bei n g  left out.  We don't trust that the trick le
d own benefits from str ict ly bus i ness or econom i c  
deve lopment  w i l l  reach the fu l l  range of the popu la
tion without some alternative tools and programs. 

MR. FILMON: M r. Cha irman ,  g iven the fact that Can
ada Sav ings  Bonds paid a return  o n  i nvestment  of 
1 9- 'h  percent this year and g i ven the fact that with 
i n terest rates in the area that they are, many people 
can put the i r  m oney in i nvestments that pay a very 
s ubstant ia l  rate of return ,  c lose to the 20 percent 
range without creat i n g  any jobs, without tak ing  any 
r isks whatsoever o r  very m i n i mal  r isks,  how would the  
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M i n i ster expect that her  department or in fact the 
Man itoba economy i s  go ing  to attract i nvestment in  
r isk s i tuat ions to create jobs for Man itobans, i f  there 
isn ' t  a poss i b i l i ty of gett i ng  some return that is i n  that 
part icu lar  range? Why wou l d  anybody r isk anyth i n g  
a t  a l l  i f  t hey c a n  j u st put  the i r money i n  i nterest
beari n g  i n vestments that don ' t  c reate jobs,  that don't  
ass ist the g rowth and deve lopment of the Man itoba 
economy? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I don 't bel ieve that a l l  
the peop le  who operate i n  the economy look on ly  at  
the rate of  return .  There are i n d ustr ies,  peop le  t h at 
l i ke to l ive i n  Man itoba; they l i ke some of the qua l ity of 
l i fe factors that are here. They would be content to put 
thei r money to work at a secure longer-term return .  
We don 't th ink  peop le  are a l l  1 00 percent motivated by 
max i m iz i n g  p rofit .  I t  may be d i fficu l t  to attract outs ide 
money in u n l ess one acknowledges those factors and 
I th ink  that's why I e m p h asized at the beg i n n i n g  a 
f lex i bl e  approach ;  that we wou l d n't take 1 percent and 
l ay i t  o n  everyt h i n g .  We wou l d  look at  the specif ic 
c i rc u m stances of the i n dustry, of the locat ion  and of 
the p roject. There are n o n profit ways of organ iz ing  
i nd u stry. There are  co-operative and p rofit-shar ing  
methods of organ izatio n .  The max i m iz ing  p rofit -
and a sort of one-model  view of economic  develop
ment is ,  I s u b m it ,  an i n adequate approac h .  

MR. FILMON: Yes, M r. Cha irman,  I ' m  n o t  suggesti n g  
a part icu lar  return o n  i nvestment that i s  acceptable.  
I 'm suggest i n g  that's up to the i n d iv idua l  who's  mak
i n g  that i n vestment,  but I ' m  say ing that s u re ly  it makes 
sense that ,  even i f  we're n ot tal k i n g  about attract ing  
m oney f rom outside of the prov i nce i nto the  p rov ince 
on an i nvestment basis - and it seems to me t h at 
we're g o i n g  to have to t h i n k  i n  those terms - but if the 
M i n ister says that she 's  content to dea l  with s i tuat ions 
of Man itoba i nvestors look ing  at the potent ia l  for 
i nvestment  in Man itoba,  I ' l l  speak as a past and p res
ent and potent ia l  i nvestor in Man itoba and say, why 
wou ld  I be tem pted to take any r isk whatsoever to  
create any enterprise that emp loys Man itobans,  that 
contr ibutes throug h  taxes, through other eco n o m i c  
sti m u l i  to the prov i nce's goals and needs; why wou l d  I 
take any r isk whatsoever if I cou l d  take that same 
m oney and i nvest i t  i n  i nterest-bear ing  cert i f icates 
and low or n i l  r isk  i nvestments ,  why wou l d n ' t  I j u st 
keep my m oney i n  those t h i n gs and n ot do anyt h i n g  
whatsoever towards economic  deve lopment i n  t h i s  
prov ince i f  the M i n ister's att i tude i s  that I s h o u l d n 't b e  
a l lowed to perhaps get profits that are on ly  i n  l i ne with 
what I cou l d  get without r isk i n  i nterest? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Cha i rperson ,  one of the concepts 
that h as ar isen aro u n d  the idea of keepi n g  p rof its i n  
Man i toba i s  n o t  that the  p rofit o f  a company wou l d  be 
l i m ited,  but that i t  wou l d  be expected to re i nvest some 
of  that i n  Man itoba. 

A n other  point i s  that one of the problems of the 
market system in terms of profit and i n vestment i s  that 
there comes a t ime when the b ig  i nvestors f i n d  it m o re 
profitab le  to buy u p  one another than to i nvest i n  
actua l ly  so-cal led prod uctive act ivity a n d  that's when 
you get a g reat per iod of concentrat ion  of owners h i p , 
not a process that we're very p leased to see. 
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A n other i nterest i n g  deve lopment about wh ich  I feel 
m o re posit ively with the sort of  economic  c l i m ate that 
we c u rrent ly l ive i n ,  is that I u nderstan d  pr ivate ut i l i 
t ies  i n  the States, wh ich  used to be putt i ng  a g reat deal 
of i nvestment i n  n u c lear generat i ng  capacity and 
expansion of their generat i n g  capacity, now f ind that 
they can make more p rofit by making loans to consu
mers to retrofit the i r houses and,  in fact, conserve 
energy.  I t 's sort of an  i nterest i ng  turnaro u n d  where 
the i n vestment motivat ions  can f l i p  from ach iev ing 
one goal to ach i ev ing  another.  

The other point  I 'd l i ke to make i s  that my u nder
sta n d i n g  of personal  i nvestment p h i loso p h i es - it 
makes sense to have a m i xed portfo l i o  - some h i g h 
r isk  i nvestments,  s o m e  m i d d l e  r i s k  a n d  some low r isk ,  
and  my read i n g  of many of the peop le  of M a n itoba, 
ad m itted ly they may be the smal ler  i n vestors, but 
there may be more of them, cou l d  be attracted to a 
lower r isk ,  l ower return type of i nvestment ,  that not 
everyone goes for the h i g h  return  because i t  usua l ly  is  
accom panied by a fai r bit of r isk .  Ba lanc ing  out the 
r isks can make sense for a persona l  i n vestment stra
tegy and I would th i n k  i t  wou l d  make good sense for a 
p u b l i c  i nvestment approac h .  I n  terms of the i n d iv idua l  
i nvestor, I th ink  the i nvestor that wants  to make a very 
rap i d  p rofit ,  a very h i g h  p rofit very q u ick ly ,  we cou ld  
q u est ion whether they're the best corporate c it izens 
i n  the provi n ce. 

MR. FILMON: M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  the M i n i ster  h as 
bou n ced a l l  over the  f ie ld  and I ' l l  address her  com
m ents one at  a t ime.  

When she tal ks i n  terms of the adverse effects of b ig  
i nvestors buy ing u p  each other  as o pposed to i nvest
i n g  in new enterprises I wasn't address ing  large i n ves
tors, I was add ressi n g  the effect of  the k i n ds of state
ments she's mak ing ;  the negative effect on attract i n g  
s m a l l  i n vestors to i n vest m oney i n  t h i s  p rovi n ce.  I ' m  
ack n owled g i n g  with that that 80 percent of the com
pan ies o perat i ng  in  Man itoba fal l  u n der  the federal 
def i n i t ion  of sma l l  bus i n ess and 75 percent of the j o bs 
i n  t h i s  prov i nce are with i n  that g r o u p  of c o mpaoies .  
But ,  why would anybody take the i r  m oney out  of any 
secu re i nterest-bear ing  i n vestment  to go i nto the r isk 
of sett i n g  u p ,  c reat i n g  an enterpr ise in M a n itoba i f  the 
M i n ister is  say ing  that she's n ot a l l  that concerned 
about attract ing  i n vestment in Man itoba and that 
she's more concerned with restr ict i n g  the i r  p rofits.  
S h e's more concerned with al l  of t hose k inds  of 
th i n gs ;  the contr i but ion to the socia l  goals  of th i s  
province,  why wou l d  anybody do that?  That's my 
point .  

The secon d  t h i n g  i s  that she sa id t h at these energy 
com panies i n  the U ni ted States have changed the i r  
goa ls  f rom produc ing  and supp ly i n g  energy to con
s u mers to  sel l i ng them eq u i pment and retrof itt i ng  
the i r  operat ions to conserve energy ;  t h at they've 
changed their goals. The fact of the m atter is the goal  
i n  both case was for them to get a return  o n  the i r  
i n vestment and a p rofit o n  the  operat i o n  of the i r  
enterprise. They fou n d  a d i fferent way to get  a p rofit 
by st i l l  being in the energy f ie ld  but by d o i n g  some
t h i n g  perhaps ent i re ly d i fferent than  what they had 
been doing i n  the past, but their goal sti l l  was to get a 
ret u rn on i nvestment to j ustify the i r  be ing  i n  bus i n ess. 
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MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson ,  I admit  that l i tt le 
story did seem to show the remarkable adaptabi l ity of 
the  market system and to a certa in  extent I to ld  i t  a bit  
agai nst myself  because I rea l i ze that i nterpretat ion  
cou ld  be put  on  i t .  B ut ,  it cou l d  have gone so eas i ly  the 
other  way where the motive to conserve wou l d  not be 
there and we wou ld  be carried down the other road . 
H owever, that as ide,  I don't  t h i n k  that's the dominant  
pattern that we see  develo p i n g .  I t h i n k  that do ing  
anyth i n g  and everyth ing  you can to attract i nvestment 
i s  not the  best  strategy e i ther .  I th ink what you want i s  
a balanced approach where  you say t here are pub l ic  
goa ls  and there are  pr ivate-p rofit goa ls  and for  the 
m ost part these can co-ex ist and  be q u ite comforta
ble. There can be m utua l ly  satisfactory arrangements 
because there are a lot of opport u n i t ies for peop le  
w i th  i n i t iat ive and the entrepreneu ria l  sp i r it .  

But ,  every once in awh i l e  there are confl i cts, and  I 
don ' t  apolog ize for the fact that o u r  government feels  
very strong ly  that where there's a conf l ict between 
attract i n g  in an outside i n vestment and meet ing  the 
leg i t imate h u m a n  needs of the  peop le  in  M a n itoba 
t hat we w i l l  put  the  people ahead of t h at k i n d  of eco
n o m i c  gai n .  But, at the same t i m e  we don't  rely sole ly 
o n  attract i ng  pr ivate i nvestment .  We also are w i l l i n g  to 
look at ways of generat i ng  p u b l i c  i n vestment .  That's 
why we wou ld  l i ke to see more of the rent of o u r  
p r i mary reso u rces retai ned here i n  Man itoba. I f  a n d  
w h e n  w e  deve lop our  hyd ro-electr ic ity and  we're 
g o i n g  to se l l  i t ,  we want to e n s u re that it 's at a rate 
w here there's some advantage to the people of 
Man itoba. 

So,  with that many-tract approac h ,  we feel that we 
have a more balanced and f lex i b le  system.  We fou n d ,  
a s  I said before that because t h e  b ig  compan ies par
t icu lary are deal i n g  with a range of po l i t ical g roup ings  
across the  wor ld  that go far beyon d  the spectrum at 
both the - if  we are goi n g  to tal k  left and r ight  -
m uch more to the  left and m u c h  more to the r ight  of 
what you're go ing  to f ind  i n  M a n itoba. These compan
ies are used to deve lop ing a sensit ivity to the socia l  
val ues and pr ior i t ies that ex i st in  the rec i p ient  country 
area. I f  we have resou rces here and we do have 
resources, they're not g lamorous resou rces but t hey' re 
so l i d ;  they're d ivers i f ied .  We h ave those resou rces. 
There are opportun i t ies.  We're conf ident that we can 
get a good i nteg rated and wel l -d ivers i f ied economic  
development here i n  the prov ince. 

MR. FILMON: Among those soc ia l ly  i m portant goals 
w h i c h  this govern ment holds h i g h  is  the opport u n i ty 
for ga infu l  emp loyment and the opportun ity to ach ieve 
o n e's persona l  satisfact ion  through the p u rsu i t  of a 
good career. I s  that one of them? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  yes. 

MR. FILMON: Good. Wel l ,  I ' m  p l eased to hear at l east 
that .  

May I ask the  M i n i ster then  in look i n g  at compan ies 
that may wish  to locate i n  M a n itoba, that may wish to 
c reate enterprises that wou l d  see the  creat ion  of s ig
n i f icant  n u m bers of jobs ,  i f  i t  d id not i nvolve s i g n i f i 
cant pub l i c  expend i ture i n  bri n g i n g  that company 
here - a n d  I 'm tal k i n g  i n  terms of g iv ing that com
pany g rants or  low- in terest loans or  anyt h i n g  l i ke that 

- if none that were part of the factor, that a com pany 
j u st saw a bus iness opportun ity here and that busi
ness opport u n ity happened to create jobs and sti mu
late the economy and create the f low-th rou g h  of a 
g reat deal of money i n  the Man itoba economy,  what 
other reasons would the M i n ister h ave for gett i n g  
i nvolved i n  that whole matrix a n d  perhaps i n  some 
way i nf luenc ing  that company? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson ,  are you t h i n k i n g  i n  
terms o f  u s i n g  taxat ion o r  other means because I 
t h i n k  I add ressed the q uest ion before you arr i ved 
today, that we see companies wh ich  choose to come 
and l ocate here and don't  req u i re anyt h i n g  spec ia l  
f rom the p u b l i c ;  q u ite free to carry on i n  that way,  t h at 
we saw the  r ight  of the p u b l i c  to have some say on 
locat ion and other factors when they req u i red d i rect 
p u b l i c  mon ies.  H owever, when we get around  to the 
q uest ion  of taxat ion and looking at  what is  the  r ight  
and respons i b i l ity of a corporate c i t izen i n  Man itoba,  
w hat we would l i ke to do is  look at the whole s pec
tru m ,  that is the env i ro n m ental costs; the trai n i n g  
costs; t h e  i nfrastructure costs. A company doesn 't 
come and ex ist i n  a com m u n ity or p rov ince i n  some 
sort of ba l loon  unconnected to what's g o i n g  on .  
There's a whole ,  usua l ly  i nv is ib le  and not overt ly 
costed s u pport system that has been bui l t  in .  Al l  the 
transportat ion ,  com m u n i cat ion systems, the health 
system ,  t h e  educat ion  system,  the roads and so on  
that  are  put  i n  by pub l ic  expense. 

So often in the past we've looked at the company's 
economic  role i n  a prov i nce or i n  an area not rea l ly  
exam i n i n g  those t h i ngs .  Taxes were a lways thought 
of as an i m posit ion .  As a matter of fact, there's been a 
lot of what we ca l l  tax expe n d itu res, exem pt ions  from 
pay ing  taxes i n  the federal  tax system which rea l ly  are 
d i rect s u bs id ies to those companies .  There hasn 't 
been a systematic approach to what i n  fact is the 
support system paid for by the  pub l ic  that does in  fact 
make it  poss ib le  for that company to function .  Even i f  
a l l  that were taken i nto accou nt,  there sti l l  cou l d  be an 
argu ment  made that compan ies do not exist i n  i so la
t ion from the  people i n  the area i n  wh ich  they l ocate. 
An arg u ment cou ld  st i l l  be made that the economy of 
a country exists to meet the needs of the peop le  and  
our  be l ief i n  the ro le  of government  i s  that i t ' s  those 
very issues that it 's our  respons i b i l ity to look at , to 
measu re, and  to work out an appropriate re lat ions h i p  
with economic  enterprises. 
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But we have an  in terest in healthy development .  I 
can't see us ru n n i ng aro u n d  and t ry ing  to th row mon
key wrenches i nto potent ia l ly  v iab le operat ions when 
there is  no  n eed .  I th ink we've al ready demonstrated 
that k i n d  of p rudent ,  carefu l  approach ,  not j u m p i n g  i n  
t o  ba i l  out  Sek ine ,  not mov i n g  r ight  i n  and tak i n g  over 
al l  the profitable enterprises in Man itoba. We have no 
i ntent ion of d o i n g  that, but  we do bel ieve that we have 
g radua l ly  to sh ift the m i x  of p u b l i c  and pr ivate some
what and our top pr iority i s  going to be to look very 
c losely ,  as I said earl ier ,  at the resou rce and energy 
f ie ld  and i n  o u r  exist ing  Crown corporate f ie ld .  

Other opport u n it ies w e  w i l l weig h  very, very care
f u l l y  and m ove very caut ious ly ,  but we are not 
opposed to the idea of moving i nto new Crown corpo
rate or jo in t  venture relat ionsh ips .  
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hour  be i n g  4:30 I a m  
i nterru pt i n g  the p roceed i ngs f o r  Private Mem bers' 
H o u r. The C o m m ittee w i l l  reconvene at 8:00 o 'c lock 
ton i g ht .  

Committee r ise 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, Phil Eyler (River East): The 
Com m ittee wi l l  come to order. We are d iscuss ing  I tem 
7 . (d ) ( I )  i n  the Department of Agr icu l ture ,  Agr icu l tura l  
Land and Water Development Div is ion ,  Agr icu l tura l  
Crown Lands :  Salar ies.  

The Mem ber for Arthur. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  the conc lus ion of the  
Com mittee two even i ngs ago and the su bseq uent 
q uest ion periods have g iven me a considerable amount 
of  reason for a cons iderable amount of concern wi th  
the i ntent ions and the d i rect ions t hat th is  M i n ister of 
Agr icu l ture plans to take the agr icu l ture com m u n ity, 
s u pported by the reversal of the pol icy which was 
a l low ing  the C rown lands to be so ld ,  the l o n g-term 
l ease p roperties to be sold to the farm com m u n ity, the 
cancel l at ion  of the farm loan programs, the state
ments that the M i n ister puts on the record that h e  
does n o t  bel ieve that p rivate owners h i p  h a s  anyt h i n g  
to d o  w i t h  food prod uctio n  and that we are mov i n g  
towards a system i n  the Sov iet U n i o n  h a s ,  I t h i n k ,  
reason f o r  the M i n ister o f  Agricu l ture t o  do q u ite a b i t  
of sou l  searc h i n g  and probably would be a worth w h i l e  
exercise f o r  h i m  to t a k e  to h i s  caucus and to h i s  
Cabi n et the very posit ions  that h e  h a s  put  forward.  
Because they are of a very ser ious nature ,  somet h i n g  
that is d i rectly o pposed to b y ,  I w o u l d  say, 9 9  i f  n ot 1 00 
percent of the  farmers i n  t h i s  p rovi n ce;  to have a 
M i n ister of Agr icu l ture that is not i n  tune  with the 
fee l i ngs ,  the aspi rat ions and the desi res of the farm 
com m u n ity, then I rea l ly  can't  see how, Mr. Cha i rman ,  
he can work  effectively and i n  a co-ord i n ated way wi th  
the farm com m u n ity. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  it i s  a ser ious s i tuat ion when we h ave 
those k i nds of th ings  o r  the pol i c ies that are, as I say, 
d i rectly in opposit ion to the deve lopment of the future 
of agr icu l ture .  One of the reason s  g iven for the can
cel lat io n  of t h e  sales pol i cy for C rown lands has some 
relat ionsh ip  as far as the  M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture is  
concerned to the n u m bers of quarters of lands that 
were sold or acq u i red by a farmer.  You know, that 
even g ives me more reason to t h i n k  that there are 
some i deas o r  some thoug hts beh i n d  the M i n ister of 
Agr icu l ture ,  or  in his m i n d ,  and maybe we w i l l  have a 
l i tt l e  more c lar i f icatio n  of those thoug hts when we 
d iscuss the Man itoba Agr icu l tura l  Lands Protection  
Board ,  what h i s  po l ic ies and d i rect ions  are  for  who 
shou ld  be i nvolved i n  agr icu l tu re ,  who s h o u l d n 't be, 
the r ig hts of Canad ian  cit izens and the owners h i p  
q u est i o n .  M aybe it w i l l  be further  d isc losed there so 
that the peop le  of Man itoba can make a j u d g ment or 
pass judg ment on precise ly what we do h ave lead i n g  
the  he lm o f  the ag r icu l tural com m u n ity. 

Because when we i ntrod u ced the sales po l i cy for 
C rown lands ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  the M i n i ster 
s h o u l d  take this pretty c losely i nto cons ideration 
when they make comments that some part icu lar  i n d i
v idua l  got a chance to buy 2 1  quarters. Let's, f i rst of 

a l l ,  l ay a l itt le b i t  of groundwork and put  it i nto pers
pect ive.  Twenty one quarters i n  some of the areas 
wh ich  he rep resents, M r. Cha i rman ,  cou ld  be -
( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  the Mem ber for Dau p h i n  says 
33. It cou ld  j ust be a v iab le  l i vestock operat ion ,  some 
of the C rown lands that wou ld  on ly  carry 5 to 20 h ead 
per q uarter sect ion .  He again scowls at that.  -
( I nterject ion ) - Mr .  Cha i rman ,  that's the k i n d  of t h i ng ,  
that 's i n  i t s  cu rrent posit i o n .  The M i n i ster said :  "Why 
wou l d  we sel l i t?" Wel l ,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  we al l  know that 
a lot of the  land ,  there is money bei n g  spent ,  we voted 
money. We voted money, Mr. Cha i rman ,  to i m prove 
the land  through  the research and the deve lopment  of 
agr icu l ture.  That's what it's a l l  about,  M r. Cha i rman .  

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the land d i d n't  i m m ed i ately become 
a top prod uct ion from Day One .  M r. Cha i rman ,  a lot  of 
the land that the  l i vestock are p rod uced o n  has been 
cons idered marg i na l  land that i m provements can be 
made o n  through brush i n g ,  scru b c leari n g .  He's got 
money voted in h i s  Esti mates for that very fact, for that 
very exercise, so don ' t  let h i m  try and d i rect the 
debate away from the  po int  that there shou ld  be or  
s h o u l d n't  be 2 1  o r  33 q u a rters. Because i f  you care
fu l l y  p u rsue and look at the po l icy that was i n t ro
duced ,  i t  was on lands that had been l eased pr ior  to 
1 977,  M r. Cha irman,  pr ior  to 1 977. 

I t  could have been the government of Ed Sch reyer 
that leased those lands ,  those 21 quarters; i t  cou ld  
have been the govern ment  of Ed Sch reyer that l eased 
those 33 q uarters of l a n d .  I t  wasn't  the Conservat ive 
govern ment ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  u nder  our ad m i n istrat ion 
that gave peop le  those s izes of parcels ,  so who are 
they tryi n g  to k i d ?  Who are they t ry i n g  to k id ,  Mr .  
Cha i rman? Let's look a t  the pol i cy,  l et 's j u st not  br ing  
a b u n c h  of f lu ff and t ry  and foo l  the  peop le .  I t  cou ld  
have been pr ior  to the  Sch reyer years, u n der the  Wal
ter Weir years o r  the D u ff R o b l i n  years,  M r. Cha i rman ,  
i t  c o u l d  h ave been l eased u n der those t i m es .  Let's not 
t ry and say that i t  was our ad m i n istrat ion  that a l l o
cated 2 1  quarters or 33 q uarters w h i c h  was now so ld .  
I t  had noth i n g  to do wi th  o u r  govern ment  o r  o u r  a l lo
cat i o n .  That was done prior to J u n e  of 1 977 so we 
d i d n 't a l locate that parce l .  
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S i nce that t i m e  there cou ld  have been leases of that 
nat u re and larger o r  the same size.  I don 't h ave a 
hang-up about i t ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  and that leads me to 
a part of the area that I want to ask the  M i n ister, and  
that  i s ,  i f  he 's  mai ntai n i n g  the po int  system of a l loca
t ion  of the Crown land  l eases, or  the appeal i n g  of 
Crown land leases, i f  t here's a feel i n g  of a j u d g ment 
matter as far as the department i s  concerned and 
there is  u n happi ness with i n  the farm com m u n ity.  l s  he 
carry i n g  on with that po int  system? That's No .  1 ,  and  
No .  2 ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  does off-farm i ncome cont i n u e  
t o  p l ay a r o l e  i n  whether a farmer i s  ab le  to l ease a 
parcel of Crown land or whether he o r  she is not ab le  
to? Because I th ink  i n  t i mes of deve lop ing  a farm , or 
the beg i n n i n g  farmer, M r. Cha i rman ,  I certa i n l y  t h i n k  
that there s h o u l d  be an o p po rtun ity i f  the farmer, h e  or  
she,  the husband or  wi fe ,  have an opportun ity to make 
som e  off-farm i ncome,  that shou ldn 't penal ize them.  
They shou ld n't be penal ized , M r. C h ai rman ,  when i t  
comes to leas ing  of C rown land.  That ,  to me,  i s  a 
reasonab le  way to feed your  fam i ly o r  to make a l i v i n g  
and I t h i n k  t h a t  h a s  to be taken i nto cons iderat ion ,  
that  off-farm i ncome shou ld  not  e l i m i nate you from 
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leas i n g  Crown land .  That's certai n l y  a point  that has 
to be made.  

At the  same t i me,  and I 've had concerns and p rob
lems with it u n der the M a n itoba Agr icu l tura l  C redit  
Corporat ion  and it may need a change i n  the Act 
where ,  in fact, they may be ab le  to get away e i ther  by 
i nterpretat ion  or  reg u lat ion where off-farm i ncome as 
wel l cou ld  be earned by peop le  who were app ly ing  for 
a Cred i t  Corporat ion  loan .  Because a lot of young 
farmers, a lot of peop le  i n  ru ral M a n itoba, as  the M i n is
ter knows, do  have some off-farm i ncome to support 
the beg i n n i ng years, i n  fact, the cont i n u i n g  years. I t's 
the i r  cho ice i f  they want to h ave addit ional  i ncome 
and that's what i t 's  a l l  about i s  to s usta i n  a v iab le  farm 
com m u n ity and  i f  they have other options I t h i n k  they 
should be a l l owed to proceed to use them. 

Now,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I 've asked two specif ic q u es
t ions i n  my comments, and maybe the M i n ister cou l d  
p roceed to answer t h e m .  As wel l ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  I 
wou l d  ask the M i n ister how long  he expects the 
review to take p lace of the C rown land sa les po l icy.  
Does h e  expect i t  to take one,  two, th ree, four ,  f ive 
months or  does he  expect i t  to be poss i b ly c leared u p  
b y  · 1 ate spr ing  s o  that t h e  farm peop le  w h o  are st i l l  
i nterested i n  p u rchas ing s o m e  o f  the i r  long-term 
leases, that they may be able to make the i r  p lans  th i s  
com i n g  s u m mer  and th i s  c o in i n g  year  and proceed to  
buy i t? O r  i s  h e  j u st ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  try ing  to buy a b i t  
of t ime  to get  th rough  the Esti mates i n  the com m ittee 
and say, wel l ,  we're j u st rev iew i n g  it, it's because it's a 
conve n ience for me as the M i n ister? Let's rea l ly  tel l  
t h e  farm com m u n ity what k i n d  o f  a M i n ister o f  Agr i
cu l tu re we have. I s  he  a M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture who 
has demonst rated so far  to t h i s  H ouse and to m e  that 
he is a l l  l i p  service as far as h e l p i n g  the farm com m u n
ity, he's a l l  l i p  service as far as meet ing  with the Farm 
B u reau , meet i n g  with the Catt le  Producers Associa
t ion ,  say i n g  I had f u l l  consu ltat ion  before deve lop
ment of programs and I 've had a l l  these th i ngs .  

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  he  is  st i l l  pers ist i n g  that's taken 
p lace but  i f  you read what 's  c o m i n g  from the  other 
s ide of the p icture, the farm com m u n ity, the Farm 
B u reau it 's not the truth that the  M i n ister of Ag r icu l 
tu re i s  te l l i n g  us .  H e  may have met wi th  them but ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  he's not com i n g  c lean and I have reaso n  to 
bel i eve the peop le  who are i n  those pos i t ions ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  I have some real ser ious concerns that 
what we've heard i n  the last two days are n ot i n  the 
best i nterests of Man itoba and my job ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  
as an agr icu l tura l  cr i t ic ,  as  the  mem bers of the Leg is
latu re o n  t h i s  side of the House have to, M r. Cha i rman ,  
take o n  the respons ib i l it ies a n d  poi nt out exact ly what 
we have to the  best of o u r  a b i l i ty.  And  that's what 
we're d o i n g ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  and that I can assu re we 
w i l l  cont i nue  to do.  

The M i n ister of Agr icu l t u re and h i s  Premier  and a l l  
h i s  col l eagues that are on that s ide  of the House in 
government wi l l  have to answer some q uest ions that 
w i l l  have to be answered and answered truthfu l ly .  H e  
won't f o o l  the farm com m u n ity f o r  very long ,  M r. 
Cha i rman , i n  fact it wou l d  a p pear from what we' re 
seei n g  here that there was some n ice conso l idated 
p rocesses tak i n g  p lace i n i t i a l l y  u n der the presenta
t ion that was i n it i a l l y  made but  when  it got r ight  down 
to the overa l l  deve lopment of a p rogram and the i n put 
that was needed - for exam ple ,  l i ke the comm ittee 

that was estab l ished to proceed and develop the Hog 
Producers I ncome Assurance Program,  there were 
actual  p rod ucers, peop le  i n  the com m u n ity that were 
put i n  p l ace to deve lop  the overa l l  d i rect ion  of that 
prog ram .  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  we haven't seen that with th is  
M i n ister, and that is  somet h i n g  - I ' m  warni n g  h im on 
the g ro u nds that i f  he doesn't pay attent ion that h e  wi l l  
have demonstrat ions ,  and I ' l l  make th i s  as a predic
t ion ,  of peop le  who shou ld n 't have to demonstrate to 
get the attent ion of the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture. 
Because he, M r. Cha i rman ,  has to tell the truth to farm 
peop le .  Farm people can't be fooled, M r. Cha i rman ,  
and I ' l l  te l l  you the M i n ister of Agr icu l ture had better 
learn that early in his term because i t  doesn't work,  
M r. Cha i rman .  

Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  that's why a l l  these rura l  
members o n  t h i s  s ide  of the  House, I g uess, because 
we d i d n ' t  tel l  them the  truth ,  i s  that rea l ly  why we' re 
here? I ' l l  te l l  you why they're on the other s ide  of the 
House and now the government,  M r. Cha i rman ,  
because i t ' s  been demonstrated and p roven i n  th is  
House that they d i d n't  tel l the  truth .  They are  e lected 
on a false mandate, they d i d n't  tel l ,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  the 
peop le  of Man itoba, the farmers and everyone else,  
that they were going to stop the  sale of C rown l a n ds. 
They d i d n ' t  tel l  anybody that ,  M r. Cha i rman .  That's 
what concerns me,  the same as they d i d n't tel l the 
peop le  of Man itoba on what the i r  farm and land 
owners h i p  p o l i c ies are .  They say we're go ing to br ing 
i n  leg is lat ion  to p rotect the farm com m u n ity agai nst 
fore i g n  i nvestors. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' l l  take my chances with other Can
ad ians on even footi n g .  I 'm not afra id  of other Cana
d ians bei n g  competed agai nst any farmer i n  Man itoba 
and I 'm n ot afra id  of the farmer that has 31  or 2 1  or  33 
or  40 q uarters of land because today those are the 
farmers that are hav ing  the m ost extreme d i f f icu l t  
t i m es. I t's those part icu lar  p roducers, M r. Chairman,  
that are havi n g  the most  d iffic u lt t imes because land 
pr ice i s  i nf lated , Mr .  Cha i rman ,  and to mai ntai n 
i nf lated land pr ices if you're overbalanced o n  a land 
base, i f  you have too m uch land and not  enough cash 
f low to serv ice that debt, what happens? You have to 
go out of bus iness and that i s  happen i n g ,  M r. Cha i r
man .  There are a lot of farmers who have over
expanded with  the land base who are s iz ing  t h e i r  
operat ions dow n .  I ' m  tel l i n g  y o u ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  
govern ment  doesn't  have t o  d o  that.  The market sys
tem works. It works. You don't  have to get in there with 
your  soc ia l i st ham mers and s ick les, you don't  have to 
get i n  wi th  your  hammer and s ick les and  i m p lement  i t  
onto the  farm com m u n ity to correct the problem. You 
don 't need that ,  you don't  n eed the red star enter
pr ises to buy feed lots, M r. Cha i rman ,  you don't  need 
that.  I t 's  work i n g  on its own but the problem is ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  if he wou l d  l ive u p  to h i s  e lect ion  pro m i ses 
say i n g  that n o  farmer wou l d  go broke, that nobody 
wou l d  lose the i r  farms, homes or  bus i n esses, then  
that wou l d n't  happen but ,  you can ' t  have i t  both  ways. 
He's t ry i n g  to have i t  both ways, he's try i n g  to say we 
said and  we're go ing  to protect everybody. But at the 
same t ime he's say ing ,  wel l ,  i t 's now not work ing ,  you 
see.  The free market system doesn't work. 
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M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I ' m  very u pset and concerned that 
we are go ing  to see the government that have got the 
reputat ion ,  a M i n ister that has a reputat ion at th is 
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poi nt do ing  what he has done,  i ntrodu ced prog rams 
that haven't  been fu l ly  concu rred with by the majority 
of the farm people ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  and I wi l l  be mak i n g  
s o m e  further  com ments a n d  I w o u l d  say that i f  he  
wou ld  answer these two specif ic questions Crown 
lands that I would be prepared to move on to the n ext 
sect i o n .  But maybe some of my co l leagues have a 
q uest ion or two, but I wou l d  l i ke those specif ic 
answers. 

MR. URUSKI: Thank you, M r. Cha i rman ,  the h o n o u r
ab le  mem ber raised a n u m ber of specif ic q uest ions  
and I ' l l  t ry and answer them but I ,  as wel l ,  want  to  
touch o n  some of the comments that he made w i th  
respect to the cred i t  system as i t  now operates. I f  I 
u n derstood the mem ber correctly he i n d icated that 
the market economy is work i n g  q u ite wel l ,  don't  g et 
i nvolved i n  i t ,  don 't m i x  yourself i nto the market econ
omy and everyt h i n g  w i l l  work out .  M r. Cha i rman ,  
obv ious ly  he  doesn't want  any govern ment i nterfer
ence i n  terms of the f i nanc ing  of the p u rchas i n g  of 
land  by farmers,  subs id ies to farmers, M r. Cha i rman ,  
who is  he  tal k i n g  about? The market economy s h o u l d  
n ot be i nvolved i n  land transact ions ,  i f  I u nderstood 
the m e m ber  correctly .  Why wou ld  anyone want to be 
involved with govern ment and h ave govern ment i nter
fere i n  the p u rchas i n g  of land that they were d o i n g  
and receive subs id ies? T o  the honourable mem ber 
that 's a d i rty word,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  he i s  rea l ly  talk i n g  
soc ia l i sm .  He's real l y  tal k i ng  socia l i sm w h e n  he  ta lks 
about government  s u bs id ies and  govern ment assis
tance and i nterference i nto dec is ions by people.  Wel l ,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  that arg u ment w i l l  go o n  for many 
years to come and at  l east I ' m  p leased that the hon
ourab le  mem ber now adm its that the i r  dec is ion to  
u t i l i ze the b u l k  of l e n d i n g  funds  t h rough MAGG for  
the  p u rchas i n g  of land has  done noth ing  to assist 
those he says now that are i n  t ro u b le;  the peop le  w h o  
overextended themselves i nto the p u rchas i n g  o f  land  
and the l i k e  who are  now i n  d i ff icu lty because there 
wasn't enough cas h .  That corporation ran out of 
money,  M r. C h a i rman ,  by December of last year. The 
b u l k  of the funds  used by  the corporat ion were used 
for p u rposes other than debt conso l idat ion ,  operat i n g  
capital  and the l i ke .  They were used f o r  t h e  p u rc hase 
of land. That was a decis ion you m ade.  We have made 
the dec is ion  that we w i l l  t ry and  ass ist those i n  f i nan
cia l  d iff icu lty i n  terms of debt  conso l idaton ;  o perat i n g  
loans.  That's where we're movi n g  and that's w here 
we' re d i fferi n g ,  M r. Cha i rman .  At least now, M r. 
Cha i rman - debt conso l idatio n ,  there was 3.6 added 
to the program l ast year .  That did about 40 farmers ,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  that ,  but the b u l k  of the money that 
was used by MAGG went for matters other than oper-· 
at i n g  and debt conso l idat ion  and ass ist i ng  peop l e  
w h o  were i n  d ifficu lty, M r. Cha i rman .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  the mem ber's q uest ion with respect 
to the po int  system in C rown lands ,  I want to tel l  h i m  
that we d o  have the po int system.  The po int  system 
was set  u p  dur ing our  ad m i n istrat ion  and i t  i s  cont i n u 
i n g .  I understan d  that there w a s  a change i n  terms o f  
a l l  f a r m  i ncome n o t  be i n g  i n c l uded i n  the a l locat i o n  
system.  That i s  p resent ly the case and that i s  i n  p l ace.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  the m e m ber  a lso tal ked about con
s u ltat ion with farmers and not  havi n g  farmers i nvolved 
i n  the Beef Prog ram .  Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  he  s h o u l d  

u n derstand .  M aybe he  received a copy of the brief a n d  
I ' m  s u re he  shou ld  have, probably a l l  mem bers of t h e  
Leg is lat u re wou ld  have received a copy of the  Farm 
B u reau brief that was p resented to this Cabi net.  He 
shou ld  remem ber my com ments.  In  fact, I th ink  he  
reacted to some of them o n  Brandon rad io  a n d  to the 
med ia  here that I had asked, my door was open ,  
farmers were f ree to come and express the i r  o p i n ions ,  
Mr .  Chairman,  and as wel l  the Farm B u reau , of whom 
M C PA is  a m e m ber - I p res u m e  the mem ber k nows 
that and h i s  party shou ld  k n ow that - i n d icat i n g  that 
they support the Catt le  Prod ucers Associat ion  i n  the i r  
req uest that your govern ment prov ide a o n e-t i m e  
cash payment type of assistance p rog ram to beef 
producers based on 1 981  m arkets. They also said the 
Man itoba Farm B u reau has long  been an  advocate of 
the des i rab i l ity of estab l i sh ing  nat ional  i ncome stabi
l izat ion  for agr icu l ture com modit ies with provis ion 
that n o  top load i n g  by p rov inc ia l  t reasu ries be 
perm itted.  

In  th is  l i g ht ,  the Farm B u reau representat ives,  at a 
recent a n n ua l  meet i n g ,  u n a n i mous ly  expressed the i r  
s u p port. and I quoted that,  to t h e  Man itoba Catt le  
Prod ucers Associat ion in  the i r  request that your  gov
ern ment p rovide a one-t i m e  cash payment of assis
tance p rog ram to beef producers in M a n itoba based 
on 1 981 marketin g .  The resol ut ion  adopted by the 
Farm B u reau representatives conta ined a st ip u l at ion  
that  any s u c h  programs m u st be des ig ned in  such  a 
way that i n  the long  term it wou l d  i n  n o  way jeopardize 
efforts to rea l ize the N at iona l  Beef I ncome Stabi l iza
t ion Prog ram .  

S o ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  t h e  Farm B u reau,  i f  they had 
add it iona l  v iews and add i t iona l  suggest ions to the i r  
mem ber g ro u ps ,  who are the M CPA, certa i n l y  cou ld  
have put  the i r  v iews forward o n  th i s  very issue ,  but  
obv ious ly  they chose not to because there was n o  set 
g rou p  that we went to. I n  fact, M r. Cha i rman ,  most of 
the g roups  came to us  in terms - ( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  now they want t o  change that aro u n d .  
A l m ost a l l  the  g ro u ps that we consu lted w i th ,  c a m e  t o  
us .  We d i d n't  g o  to t h e m ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  and the  door 
was always - ( I nterjectio n ) - Oh,  M r. Cha i rman ,  you 
see when t h e  Tories have n o  issue they w i l l  g o  after 
persona l i t ies .  That i s  the bottom l i n e  of the Tory p ro
g ram . If we can't get you o n  po l icy ,  we're go ing  to get 
you by e i ther red bait i n g  or by character assassi na
t ion .  That's the Tory po l i cy in terms of cr i t ic ism of 
prog rams .  M r. Cha i rman , that w i l l  do  them no good.  

You k n ow,  I don 't say th is  to a l l  the mem bers but  
there a few that want to g o  about ,  I say go a head but 
that wi l l  g et you nowhere.  The peop le  of M a n itoba 
saw t h ro u g h  you on that and they w i l l  see t h ro u g h  you 
aga i n  i f  t h at's the way you i ntend to con d u ct your 
affa i rs in th is Leg is lat u re .  I f  you can't arg u e  po l i cy ,  
we' l l  get you in  another  way.  We' l l  go  after peop le  and  
we' l l  characterize peop le  and t ry and create some 
k ind  of a bogey man o r  whatever i m pressi o n  they 
want to c reate. 
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M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I don ' t  operate that way. I don't  
i nten d  to.  I f  I have an arg u ment to make,  we' l l  make i t  
on the  basis of pol icy but  l et them cont i n u e  the i r  
methods that they've used cont i n ua l ly .  

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I want  to tel l the honourable members 
that we are, as we've annou nced,  we are putt i n g  
together  a Producer Advisory C o m m ittee. There w i l l  
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be, we hope,  on a rough  bas is ,  f ive reg ional  com m it
tees of w h i c h  there w i l l  be a n u m ber  of farmers serv
i n g  on each c o m m i ttee, where they w i l l  have a Cha i r
man ,  who w i l l  be i nvolved i n  the central comm ittee, 
who w i l l  be adv i s i n g  u s  in terms  of the deta i l s  of the 
plan as we annou nced.  That's be ing put together now. 
We hope that there wi l l  be meet i n g s  between p rod uc
ers and those commi ttees h a n d led very short ly ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  I want the h o n o u rab le  mem ber to k n ow 
that there are peo p l e  from h i s  area, who I can assu re 
h i m  w i l l  be represented on t h e  p rov inc ia l  com m ittee. 
-( I nterject i o n ) - I don't know,  M r. Cha i rman ,  who it  
wi l l  be. We've had many peop l e  i nvolved i n  th is .  So,  
Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I want to assu re h im that there wi l l  be a 
lot of producer part ic i pat ion  i n  th is  p lan i n  terms of 
i nvolvement in d raw ing  up the d eta i l s .  The pri n c i p les,  
as I said earl i er, we estab l i shed and they are there and 
the comm ittee wi l l  work aro u n d  doing the detai led 
work in s u pport o r  in the per i phery of the pr i nc i p les 
that we estab l ished .  

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for M o rris .  

MR. MAN NESS: Thank you, M r. Cha i rman .  I 'd l i ke to 
make just a short comment i f  I can r ight  now because 
the M i n ister has made reference to the Tory p o l i cy of 
go ing  after characters. Wel l ,  I don't know if  that's one 
of those issues o r  not ,  but I t h i n k  I want to i m p ress 
u pon h i m  and u p o n  t h i s  H o u se that when i t  comes to 
land and l a n d  ownersh i p ,  i t 's not a g randsta n d i n g  
issue.  I t ' s  o n e  that t h i s  s ide  takes very very ser iously .  I 
t h i n k  anybody that's been i n volved i n  po l i t ics and  has 
an u ndersta n d i n g  of ru ral l i fe k nows how serious  of an 
issue it is .  N o body can make l i g ht of i t  and it 's got 
noth i n g  to do with character assass i nat ion .  

I t's why yesterday when I rose to speak and we on 
th is  s ide  a n d  myse l f  spec i f ica l ly  found over  the  last 
two months four or  f ive reasons to be very, very susp i
c ious and suspect of some of the  t h i n k i n g  that's g o i n g  
o n  over on the other s i d e .  I t h i n k  what th is  particu lar  
party and I th ink  what the res idents of rural Man itoba 
wou l d  l ove to see i s  some type of defi n it ive statement 
from the govern ment ,  from the  M i n ister, from the F i rst 
M i n i ster, a g overn ment statement on the issue of land 
ownersh i p .  I wou ld  hope as we m ove i nto maybe the 
fi na l  d iscuss ion on Esti mates that some t ime towards 
that this M i n ister w i l l  be prepared to g ive us that 
statement .  I wou l d  hope h e  wou ld  i t  in two fas h ions :  
One,  he  can do i t  in  a genera l ,  p h i losoph ical  way 
wh ich  he m ay wish  that m ay be subject to vary ing  
i nterpretat ions .  That's f i ne ,  I g uess that's everybody's 
r ight but ,  second ly ,  I hope he' l l  do  somet h i n g  else. 
He' l l  u ndertake to g ive a com m itment to make that 
statement even more def i n i t ive by say ing  that, i n  fact, 
the govern ment of the day, the government of wh ich  
he  i s  part a n d  w h i c h  he  i s  M i n ister, w i l l  go on record as 
stat i n g  t h at they w i l l  not own any addit iona l  pr ime 
agricu l tura l  land than they do so own r ight  now. 

I k n ow,  t h ro u g h  MACC and through foreclosure ,  
the g overn ment  agai n wi l l  be com i n g  owners of land,  
we k n ow that ,  as m u n ic i pa l i t ies d i d  i n  the years of the 
depress i o n .  I t  came back to them,  but they d id  the 
respon s i b l e  t h i n g .  After a short per iod of t i me,  they 
turned i t  back aga i n  to pr ivate c i t izens and that's the 
guarantee the  M i n ister and the government can g ive 
u s  h e re today.  I f  h e  can say to us ,  yes, as the  land 

comes back to us  by way of foreclosu re, i f  we're 
automat ica l ly  prepared to turn  it back over to p rivate 
peop le  aga in  at a l oss i f  need be, at the g o i n g  market 
value,  f ine .  But ,  if he's n ot prepared to say that ,  then 
he  i s  say i n g  that h e's prepared to ho ld  i t  a n d  h e  wants 
to ho ld  i t .  That's what concerns us .  - ( l nterject ion ) 
A n d  h e  wants more. 

So we know what the acres are that are bei n g  he ld  
today and i f  he' l l  te l l  us a long with  h i s  p h i loso p h i cal 
statement that ,  i n  fact,  they w i l l  n ot be increased over 
that n u m ber and hopefu l ly  decreased, then we' l l  
u nderstand fu l ly wel l  what he means i n  h i s  p h i loso
p h i ca l  statement as to h i s  party and the  government's 
conception of how the prov ince s h o u l d  be i nvolved in 
the whole land owners h i p  q uest ion .  H opefu l ly ,  that 
statement  w i l l  come later on i n  these Est i m ates and I 
t h i n k  t h at if the M i n ister can be that specif ic ,  he can 
a l lay an awf u l  lot of fears o n  th is s ide which are 
g e n u i ne .  Agai n ,  let me e m p h asize ,  t h ey ' re very 
gen u i ne ,  they're real and he' l l  a lso be ab le  to do the 
same for the farm com m u n ity. 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  I certa i n l y  apprec iate 
the comments of the Honourab le  Member  for M o rris 
and I accept his words. M r. Cha i rman ,  I want to te l l  the 
h o n o u rab le  mem ber, as I sa id the other n i g ht ,  that i t  is  
o u r  h o pe as a government that we wi l l  do what we feel 
and br ing  about po l ic ies and programs to en hance 
and sta b i l ize and do whatever we can to enhance the 
way of l i fe that we have known i n  Man itoba, the fam i l y  
farm,  the fam i ly-farm concept .  M r. Cha i rman ,  the 
h o n o u rab le  m e m ber - ( I n te rject i o n ) - wel l ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  now the  mem ber ta lks about that's moth
erhood . We al l  say this ,  M r. Cha i rman .  The honour
able m e m ber,  when he spoke about land coming  back 
i nto g overn ment and then turn i ng i t  over, I want to ask 
h i m  how he, in h i s  m i n d ,  defi nes the Land Lease Pro
gram,  for examp le .  M r. Cha i rman ,  where there i s  
someone who is  ret i r i ng  and hasn ' t  got  a buyer  but  
there i s  someone who may wish  to farm and doesn't 
have the money.  I f  - ( I nterject ion )- wel l ,  M r. Cha i r
m a n ,  if there is a v iab le  u n it .  I s  the m e m ber  tel l i n g  us  
t h at i t  shou ld  be swa l l owed u p  or  put  i nto a l arger u n it 
that a l ready exists? Is that what he's tal k i n g  about? 
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Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  let's go i nto that d i scuss i o n .  He 
said that the land shou ld  be turned over  back to 
owners h i p ,  M r. Cha i rman .  The fact of the m atter is ,  
the  p rogram that you attem pted to d o  away with  and 
you d id ,  you i n d icated that we are no longer  i nter
ested in a Land Lease Pro g ram .  The fact of the matter 
is, M r. Cha i rman ,  that program d i d  the very t h i n g  
because the opt ion to purchase b y  peop le  who d i d  not 
have the funds to come i nto farm i n g  was there and 
when they chose,  when they dec ided to make that 
dec is ion to p u rchase, it was there and the  owners h i p  
of land and the farm com m u n ity was a l lowed t o  pur
chase that l a n d .  That opt io n  was t here. There is no 
longer  an opt ion ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  for peop le  who have 
no f i nanc ia l  means or  very l i m ited f inanc ia l  means to 
get i nto farm i n g  in Man itoba. 

Because what have we been do ing ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  
they h ave the leverage or  the a b i l ity to borrow money,  
t here is  no shortage of capita l .  The banks are doing i t ,  
the c redit  u n io n s  are doing i t ,  the mortgage com pan
i es are do ing  i t ,  the Farm Cred it  Corporat ion has 
a lways been d o i n g  i t .  So a l l  we d i d  when we stop ped 
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the  other po l icy is  we put another lend i n g  i nstitut ion 
on  the market .  D idn't  we do that? Because that's real ly  
bas ica l ly  what we d i d .  So, M r. Cha i rman ,  what we've 
sa i d  i s  that we cou l d  p robably in th is  po int  in t i m e  use 
our funds in a much more mean i ngfu l way to assist 
peop l e  who are farm i n g  and who are i n  d i ff icu lty; we 
wou ld  not use those funds d i rectly to a l low the funds 
to be used for the p u rchase of farm land per se and 
then end u p  as the mem ber adm its - peop le  get  i nto 
tro u b le ,  people wi l l  go u n der - and we w i l l  end u p  
hav ing  t h e  l a n d  back i n  p u b l i c  owners h i p  or  i n  pr ivate 
owners h i p  i f  it's the bank that's made the dec is ion to 
borrow or whoever. - ( I nterject ion ) - No,  M r. Cha i r
man ,  I ' m  s u re that the  m e m ber is correct, that the 
bank - ( I nterject ion )- no one wants that .  

B u t  o u r  t h rust and our  hope is  that we can encour
age as many as we can through whatever means and I 
don ' t  want to ru le  that out ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  that at th i s  
po in t  i n  t i m e  t h at there w i l l  not  be a Land  Lease P ro
gram i n  terms of a l low ing  peop le  who may have g ot
ten themse lves i nto d iff icu lty and there may be. That 
may be the i r  o n l y  out to conti nue  farm i n g ,  M r. Cha i r
m a n ,  rather  than  l i q u i dati ng them out and forc i n g  
t h e m  off t h e  farm, there may b e  an opt ion .  S o ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  rather  than have that farm u n i t  to be swal
lowed up by someone bigger or  s p l it i t  up al l  over the 
p lace and lose the farm i n g  enterprise in some com
m u n ity which does h ave an i mpact on  the rest of the 
com m u n ity. I t  d oes have an i m pact on  the bus inesses 
in that com m u n ity and the l i ke .  So I certai n l y  d o n 't 
want to ru le  that out but,  M r. Cha i rman ,  we a l l  k n ow 
that i n  terms of the do l lars that we h ave i n  capital  that 
you don 't go very far today i n  terms of what you can 
do.  

But ,  M r. Chairman,  o u r  po l ic ies in  terms of farm i n g ,  
l a n d  owners h i p  and  t h e  l i ke ,  w i l l  be to try a n d  be as 
pragmatic and not as dogmat ic  as the Conservatives 
sa i d ,  that t h i s  i s  the o n l y  way that we can go, t h at we 
have to create programs and pol i c ies with opt ions to 
be as f lex i b l e  as we can and n ot have our heads in the 
sand, that no  way do we want the G overn ment  of 
Man itoba i nvolved in the land  p u rchases. M r. C h a i r
man ,  if we can do what we d i d  p reviously ,  at l east 
a l l ow another 500 fam i l ies i nto farm i n g  as we d i d  
u n der t h e  p rev ious p rog ram and there are problems 
with i t .  I u n derstand that not  everyone that g oes i nto 
farm i n g ,  no  m atter whether he  buys the land or h e  
leases t h e  land ,  is  go ing  t o  b e  a good farmer, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  because that happens on both s ides of the 
sca le  -( I nterject ion ) - absol utely,  absol utely.  

Because when we d o  come back to the very f u nda
mental po int ,  and the Mem ber for Turt le  Mou nta in  
yesterday came back to the po in t  that I raised in  my 
rem arks, where your peop le  took m e  out of context. · 

H e  came back to the  po int  that rea l ly  what is n eces
sary is good management ,  good husbandry of the 
land ,  that wi l l  be the key to how well our farmers 
operate and how wel l  they stay on the land ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  He even came back to the po int  but 
obviously ,  M r. Chairman,  the mem bers d i d n't  l i ke the 
context of my remarks and they wanted to b low them 
out  of proport ion ;  that's certa i n l y  fai r  ba l l  i n  t h i s  
arena. But I certai n l y  d i d n't  and don 't i ntend to p ro
mote; o u r  promot ion has to be the advancement a n d  
the safeg uard i n g  o f  the fam i ly farm , whether i t  b e  
t h r o u g h  o u r  pos i t ion on  t h e  C row rate wh ich  h a s  very 

fundamental  i m p l i cat ions to the farm i n g  com m u n ity 
whether it i s  in terms of farm p rotect ion  leg is lat ion ,  
w h ether  i t  i s  i n  terms of po l i c ies to en hance new 
operators i nto the land .  Those are the areas and po l i 
c ies that we have to deve lop ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  not to be  
t ied  to  some comments that  the Leader of the O pposi
t ion  said that you're t ied to the Soviet system.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  the po int aga i n ,  and  I want  to repeat 
that for the honourab le  mem bers was that farm l a n d  i s  
bei n g  concentrated i n  fewer and fewer hands and the  
market economy can prod uce that ,  i t  has to p rod uce 
that .  G o  south of the border, M r. Cha i rman ,  j u st look 
at the  American system where i t 's  gone .  What type of  
farm i n g  goes on there? I mean i f  we rea l ly  want to go 
that route, M r .  Cha i rman .  

I have to tel l the honourable mem ber that we raise 
tu rkeys, Mr. Cha i rman .  All he has to do i s  go over the 
border i nto M i n nesota and he  wi l l  see an  operat ion  
there that w i l l  p rod uce, one farm ,  one operat ion that 
w i l l  p roduce more tu rkeys i n  one o perat ion  than  a l l  
the  p roducers here i n  Man itoba, M r. Cha i rman .  
Obv ious ly ,  very eff ic ient ,  obviously ,  because not o n l y  
do t h e y  breed them there,  t h e y  h atch them there,  they 
raise them t here, they p rocess them t here and they 
even h ave fac i l i t ies to retai l  them,  cold storage them 
and d o  a l l  sorts of t h i n gs ,  M r. Cha i rman .  I s  that the 
way we want ag r icu l ture to develop in Man itoba? I say 
no, M r. Cha i rman .  We have to d i vers i fy i t  in terms of as 
many operators as we can and if the honou rable 
mem ber wants a p h i l osophy - ( I nterject i o n ) - M r. 
Cha i rman ,  do we a l low that system to go and concen
trated i nto fewer and fewer hands .  D o  we a l low that 
system to go? - ( l nterject ion ) -

Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  obviously t h e  n u m bers are 
d ro p p i n g  but the fact of the matter is they won't  d rop 
as fast  when you have the tota l  open market economy 
when the bottom d rops out and everybody i s  out  of 
pro d u ct ion  but the few that are able to have the capi
tal , agai n ,  the  few that h ave the capita l  to stay in  the 
bus iness,  i t  i s  on ly  those who have i nterests in  other 
areas which they can cross-s u bs id ize one area over 
another and be able to stay and hand le  the econ o my.  
That's why ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  i n  many of the a reas - and 
the A merican system ,  we're fol lowi n g  i t  - I don't  t h i n k  
we wi l l  b e  a b l e  t o  t u r n  i t  around  completely ,  we w i l l  
n o t  be ab le  to stop that t rend .  I ' m  n ot so n a i v e  to say 
that we' l l  be ab le  to do that but certai n ly ,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  to the best of o u r  ab i l ity, we shou l d  try and 
encou rage as many operat ions ru ral ly  so that t he re i s  
as v i b rant  a rura l  popu lat ion ,  a ru ral economy,  as  we 
can g et ,  n ot to have fewer a n d  fewer operat i o n s  so  
that  has a snowbal l effect i n  o u r  com m u n it ies .  B usi
nesses then c lose and the whole not ion that b igness is  
good n ess isn 't what I am for ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. MANNESS: Thank you ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w e l l ,  I 
have to r ise agai n ,  I wasn 't p lan n i n g  to. Because of 
some of the comments the M i n ister m ade and I g u ess 
i t  has becom e  read i ly evident  that the  fact th is  def in i 
t ive statement that I was hop ing  wou l d  put our  m i nds 
to ease on  this s ide won't be forthco m i n g .  But  I g u ess I 
am g o i n g  to attem pt to p h i l osoph ize a l i t t le b i t  here ,  
too. The M i n ister, i n  tal k i n g  about a land lease p ro
g ra m  a n d  the  v i rtuous effort - it is  one of v i rtue to try 
and  h e l p  younger people that s u p posed ly do not h ave 
capita l  resou rces to move i nto an excit i ng  i n d u stry 

1 513 



Thursday, 15 April, 1 982 

l i ke farm i n g .  Let's make one point  r ight n ow and 
before I forget i t ,  at  least the i n d u stry of farm i n g ,  g ra in  
far m i n g  and catt le  farm i n g ,  one can move i nto some 
of the market i n g  or  some of the supply system.  You 
can be short in resou rces and be supported by some
body e lse or you can have a lot of resou rces but  that's 
no g uarantee of mov ing  i n ;  that is  a c losed shop .  

But to go back to th is  fee l i n g  that we want  to he lp  
everybody back i nto the bus iness of  prod u c i n g  g ra in  
and let's use that  as the exam p les for th  is  d i scuss ion .  I 
t h i n k  the  M i n i ster is g iv ing  h i mself  a t i m e  frame that is  
too short .  You know,  ideo log ica l ly  I ' d  love to see a l l  
my c h i l d re n ,  sons and daug hters, asp i re to farm but 
that's not going to happe n .  That's not the real  wor ld ,  i t  
can't happen,  not in a short t ime frame. 

I 'm wonder i n g  i f  the M i n i ster has taken the effort to 
read a l ot of the centen n i a l  h i stories that are now 
com i n g  i nto existence. I don 't k n ow north of W i n n i peg 
or i f  many of the com m u n it ies are celebrat i n g  t h e i r  
cente n n ia ls ,  but  a s  y o u  a r e  wel l aware, s o u t h  of W i n 
n i peg ,  many are. A long wi th  those centen n ia ls  are 
bei n g  p u b l i s hed h i stories and i f  one reads through the 
h i story of the  fam i l ies as  t hey've been there over  years 
and as you watch ,  you can ga in  a t remendous pers
pective i nto farm i n g  and i nto ru ral Man itoba. Part icu
lar ly i f  you're not t ied i nto that n arrow t ime frame,  not 
t ied i nto that short period of t ime when you see the 
ne ig h bo u r  down the  road that now has th ree sect ions  
of land and d rives a b ig  car and you say ,  uh-huh ,  he's 
the c u l p rit ,  because he's the one that wants the next 
quarter that comes up and w i l l  not a l low a sma l le r  
farmer to b id  for  i t .  

I f  you study the  h i story wel l - study i t  by fam i l y  -
you ' l l  see back i n  the 1 920s and '30s i n  many many 
i n stances t h e  fam i l ies that were on the h igh monetary 
p lane ,  the ones that contro l led the d i str icts,  so to 
speak, the very wel l off, after  30 years are n o  longer  
there.  You also see those fam i l ies that d i d  not ,  30 
years back, h ave the opport u n it ies.  You cou l d  read i n  
h i story, they worked for other farmers, they worked 
for the m u n i c i pa l ites. N ot h i n g .  The d itch d i ggers,  as 
we used to cal l t hem .  Look at them today; they're the 
ones t h at are the large farmers ,  i n  30 years . So what 
t i m e  frame do you want to work wi th ,  because i n  f ive 
years you can't  br ing in al l  the  peop le  that asp i re to 
farm. You can't do i t .  I t h i n k  it 's p retty i m portant,  when 
we're al l  d iscuss ing  and p h i l osoph iz ing  thro u g h  th is ,  
that we rem e m ber  wel l what t i m e  f rame we want  to  
ta lk i n .  

Now the M i n ister ta lks  about,  and the comment  
made by the M e m ber  for  T u rt le  Mou ntai n ,  about  good 
h usbandry a n d  I g uess we a l l  want  to see that g reatest 
natu ral resou rce, land ,  bei ng mai nta ined wel l .  -
( I nterject ion )- land husbandry,  yes, sorry. You may 
want to com ment on that on your own .  

A s  somebody that has rented land ,  I know i f  you've 
rented any land and I know many of us  have and many 
of us  st i l l  do and many of us  wi l l  cont inue  to do ,  and 
any dec is ion  i s  to be made as far as d rai n i n g  more 
p roper ly a part icu lar  p iece of land ,  or ,  let's say putt i n g  
d o w n  an  a lfa l fa rotat ion ,  to i m p rovi n g  the t i l t h  o f  l and ,  
where does  it  go f i rst? Does  i t  g o  i nto that land where 
t here's a t hree-year lease and wh ich  you may not have 
in fou r  years or does it  g o  i nto your own land? You 
know darn r i g ht where i t  goes;  i t  g oes i nto your own .  
S o  there's n o  way anybody can w i n  t h e  arg u ment  that 

you can g ive good husbandry to land you d o n 't own .  
You can,  but across the average of the s pectre, i t  i sn 't 
g iven the same good h usbandry .  It doesn't happen ; i t  
j ust doesn't happen.  So when is  the land farmed the 
best? When it 's owned , when you know that i t  w i l l  be 
you rs 1 0  years from now or you know that it  w i l l  be 
your  son's 20 years from now. The M e m ber for The 
Pas  sa id he  won't rent  to me.  Wel l ,  I ' d  have a hard t ime  
rent ing  land i n  the Swan  R iver Val ley. 

I won't  move i nto the area of market i n g  boards, I ' l l  
leave that f o r  t h i s  eve n i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h ro u g h  i t  a l l ,  
and hopefu l l y  agai n ,  the M i n ister w i l l  work o n  t h at 
defi n it ive statement and he ' l l  take some of those 
com m ents i nto effect and he' l l  g ive us  the statement  
that we so desperately want  to hear  on  t h i s  s ide .  

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Emerso n .  

MR. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): O n  the  q u es
t ion that I raised the other n i g ht to the M i n ister regard
ing C rown lands ,  could the M i n ister i n d i cate how 
many app l icat ions h ave been approved and h ow 
many have been rejected for Crown lands? 

MR. URUSKI: The stat ist ics that we h ave are 997 
were approved and 367 were rejected and 1 1 4 are i n  
p rocess. 

MR. DRIEDGER: To the M i n ister then ,  o n  those 367 
that h ave been rejected ,  is  there any way that they can 
appeal the dec is ion once the M i n ister's department 
has ru led out ,  for whatever reason ,  the o pport u n ity to 
buy that? Is  there some way t hey can appeal  to a 
certa in body and br i n g  the i r  case forward? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman,  I am advised that deci
sion was made, in terms of the g u i de l i nes,  made by 
the Prov i nc ia l  Land Use Committee in consu ltat ion 
with the C rown Lands C lassif ication Comm ittee with i n  
the var ious departments that are i nvolved i n  analys i n g  
the  specif ic parcels o f  l and ,  f o r  e i ther the i r  wet n ess, 
resou rce base, nearness to w i l d l ife, many of the var
ious areas' criteria that were used for reject ions .  

MR. DRIEDGER: In  other words, there is  no  appeal 
system.  For examp le ,  i f  a farmer makes an  a p p l i cat ion 
to p u rchase agr icu l tu ra l  Crown lands ,  h e  puts in h is 
app l i cat ion  and then the powers that be make a deci
s ion o n  it and the i n d iv idua l  never has a chance to 
come forward and p resent h is case.  Poss i b ly ,  where 
departmental peop le  raise certa i n  object ions agai nst 
the sel l i n g  of certa in  lands,  maybe there is  a j ust i f i ca
t ion  why the i n d iv idua l  shou ld  be ab le  to buy that 
l and .  Certai n ly, our  bu reaucrats sitt ing  out here very 
often do not have an understand i n g ,  somet i mes,  of 
the actua l  c i rc u mstances that are i n volved and I 
wou l d  strong ly  u rge - wel l ,  m i n d  you,  the prog ram 
has been stopped.  The p rogram has been stopped at 
the p resent t i m e  and is be i n g  rev iewed . I wou ld  hope 
that i t  wou l d  come back aga in  somewhere a long the 
l i ne .  
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I n  the meant i m e  though ,  t hese 367 peop le  t h at paid 
in  the i r  mon ies,  the i r  $50 i n it ia l ly ,  some of them that 
are bei n g  processed ,  some of them sti l l  have not got
ten the i r  $50 do l lars back after they've been rejected 
and it's been over a year al ready, in some cases. There 



Thursday, 1 5  April, 1 982 

is a weakness in th is  system at the present t i me, and  
I ' m  not abso lv ing  the p rev ious ad m i n istrat ion on that 
e i ther ,  but I ' m  d rawi n g  th i s  to the M i n ister's attent ion 
that I fee l  there should be a system whereby a farmer 
can come in after he's made his app l ication ,  and has 
been rejected ,  t hat he can come and present  h is  case 
to somebody to maybe appeal i t  so that our govern
ment people can hear his side of the story. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is  now 4 :30;  t ime for 
Private Mem bers' Hour .  I am i nterrupti ng the p roceed
i ngs  of t h i s  Comm ittee and wi l l  return  at 8 :00 o'c lock 
ton i ght .  

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder  p lease. The t ime bei n g  4 :30 ,  
Pr ivate Mem bers' Hour. 

The Honourable Government H ouse Leader. 

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): M r. S peaker, 
wou l d  you cal l  the reso lut ion moved by the Honour
able Member  for Robl i n-Russel l ?  

RESOLUTION NO. 2 - COMPULSORY 

METRIC SYSTEM 

MR. McKENZIE: I move, seconded by the Honour
able Mem ber for M i n nedosa: 

W H E R EAS a compu lsory metric system of weig hts 
and measu res is  p resent ly bei ng i mposed on  the c i t i 
zens of th is  p rovi nce and Canada by the G overnment 
of Canada; 

AND W H E R EAS the  mandatory convers ion  in Can
ada from i m per ia l  weig hts and measu res to the metr ic  
system h as never been debated i n  the H ouse of  
Com mons;  

AND W H E R EAS the G overn ment of Canada is  
p resently out law i n g  the i m perial  weig hts and m ea
sures system across Canada; 

AND W H E R EAS some 52,000 Canad ians  petit ioned 
the Govern ment  of Canada i n  1 981  and some 1 27 ,000 
s ignatu res were added in 1 982, request i n g  the g ov
ernment  to i mp lement  th is  system over a longer  
per iod of t ime ;  

A N D  W H E R EAS Canada's major  trad i ng partner, 
the U n ited States of A merica,  has de layed mandatory 
convers ion to the metr ic system ;  

A N D  W H E R EAS mandatory i m posit i o n  o f  the m et
ric system of weig hts and measu res has been leg is
l ated by O rder- i n-Cou n c i l  by the Gove rn ment of 
Canada; 

AND W H E R EAS the metr ic system of weig hts and 
measu res has created,  and is  conti n u i n g  to i m pose, · 

d iff icu l t  economic  and f inanc ia l  p ressu res on Man it
oba's homeowners and fam i l ies,  Mani toba's bus iness 
com m u n ity, Man itoba's farm com m u n ity, Man itoba's 
tou rist i ndustry and others;  

THEREFORE B E  IT  R ESOLVED that th is Leg is la
t ive Assembly  u rge the G overn ment of Canada to 
de lay the i m p lementat ion  of mandatory metr ic con
vers ion domestica l ly  over at l east one decade or u nt i l  
the metr ic system becomes mandatory i n  the U n ited 
States of A merica. 

MOTION presented. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Rob l i n-Russel l .  

MR. McKENZIE: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. Speaker,  the reason 
I put th i s  resolut ion  on the Order Paper was to g ive 
th is  H ouse a chance to d ebate and d iscuss the con
cerns of many many people in th is prov ince and 
across Canada today wi th  the m a n ner  in which the  
metr ic system is bei n g  mandatory, brought  i nto force 
and the problems and the concerns and the anxiety 
that it's caus i n g  a lot of peop le ,  I t h i n k  deserves the  
attent ion of  the mem bers of th is  Assem bly .  

The other t h i n g  t h at caught  m y  eye was the  H ouse 
in Pr ince Edward Is land took i t  upon itself to debate 
t h i s  same issue.  I n  fact, I g uess it's p ract ica l ly  t h e  
same reso lut ion a l thou g h  I haven't  s e e n  a c o p y  o f  
the i r resolut ion b u t  read i n g  s o m e  of the i r  speeches i t  
i n d i cates i t 's  q u ite s i m i l ar .  The H ouse there u n a n i m
ous ly  s u pported the  reso l ut ion a n d  ca l led on the Fed
eral G overn ment to slow down the metric convers ion 
system .  

I t 's  i n terest i n g ,  M r. Speaker,  w h e n  you go back over 
the h i story of metric and f i n d  that the conve rs ion to 
metric system in Canada i s  not a new concept in o u r  
h istory. I n  fact, i t  was brought  i n  b y  S i r  J o h n  A .  M ac
Dona ld  and h i s  government  in t hose d ays of the p i o
neer  h i story of Canada.  The f i rst M etr ic  B i l l  was put  
through the House of Commons in  1 87 1 . I t 's in terest
i n g  to n ote that the o bject ions of those d ays that were 
raised in the debates were by t h e  L i berals of the day.  
That bi l l  of MacDonald's ,  M r. Speaker ,  a l lowed weights 
and measures in e i ther metric or  i m per ia l  u n its a n d  
that's b e e n  u s e d  because metr ic has b e e n  u s e d  i n  
certai n  f ie lds i n  o u r  country s i n ce the  days of 
Confederat ion .  

Then ,  of course, M r. S peaker, the  change that was 
i mposed upon the peop l e  of our  cou ntry came about  
because a Wh ite Paper was tabled i n  1 970 by the 
Honourable J ean-Luc Pep i n ,  w h o  at that t ime was 
M i n ister of I n dustry, Trade and C o m merce. He set the  
stage for the convers ion that has been go ing  on  for  
the past decade. 

M r. Speaker, it 's rather  i nterest ing  to see some of 
the hardsh ips that's been c reated ,  f inanc ia l  hardsh i ps 
on the people of o u r  country as a res u l t  of metric.  
Many people today q u estion me and I 'm s u re q u est ion 
others as to why the govern ment  wou l d  take th is  
m a ndatory posit ion when the peop le  of o u r  country 
are fac i n g  the h i g h est e nergy costs in our h i story ,  
dou ble-d ig i t  i nf lat i o n ,  h igh i nterest rates, 8 1 -82 cent 
d o l lars and here we are p lough i n g  away i mp lement
i ng a metric system w h i c h  is h i g h l y  i nf lat ionary in my 
o p i n ion  and was n ever d ebated in t h e  House of Com
mons.  The art ic les that I have had access to ,  some 
people are of the  o p i n i o n  that t h e  U n ited States is  
mov ing ahead at  a rap id  pace wi th  metr ic system in  
the ir  cou ntry and that ,  of course,  has been den ied .  
There's art ic les now that  I have had a chance to read 
that the USA w i l l  not be p red o m i n ately metric for 
maybe 5,  1 0, 20 years. In fact, P res ident Reagan a n d  
h is government  of the  d a y ,  as I u n de rstan d  i t ,  are not 
p repared at th is  t i m e  to spend the d o l lars needed to 
change American att i tudes to the m etr ic system such 
as  i s  bei ng done i n  th is  country .  

N ow,  M r. Speaker ,  I fou n d  an a rt ic le  from the  H on
ou rable Sal ly Openhe im who was the M e m be r  of Par-
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l iament in West m i nster and  ho lds  the portfo l i o  as M i n
i ster of State and Consumer  Affa i rs .  Th is  letter i nd i 
cates that the Thatcher  G overnment i n  Br i ta i n  has  
abandoned the compu lsory e lement  i n  metrif icat ion 
and is  leav i n g  the pace of c h ange to be determ i ned 
vol u ntari ly .  Eng land  as I u n d erstan d ,  there's three 
areas there that they have never adopted the metr ic 
system :  the road s igns ,  the  reta i l i n g  of weighed out 
and measu red goods and then the e n g i neeri ng serv i
ces have been left on  a vo lu ntary bas is .  As I u nder
stand i t ,  the  Br i t ish  G overn ment  have made the deci
s ion that they are g o i n g  to s i t  back and wait .  They' re 
not go ing  to review the i r m etr if icat ion po l ic ies u n t i l  
s o m e  year 1 989 i n  B russels as I understand it .  

Mr .  S peaker, i t 's be ing foisted on Canada in a sort of 
an offensive man ner .  That may be one of the reasons 
why peopl e  are tak i n g  such a negative att i tude to the 
- I s u p pose I can say ,  wel l ,  the  govern ment's i n sens i
t ive or  u n reasonab le  i n  the ir  approach to i t  - but the 
manner  i n  w h i c h  t h e  metr ic system has been i m p le
mented i n  th is  p rov i nce and across Canada has 
created a lot  of concern and anx iety. Many peop le  are 
of the op in ion that it 's crazy to be so obsessed with the 
metr ic system when the i m per ia l  system has worked 
so wel l  al l  t h ro u g h  our h istory in this country and i n  
many ways i s  m o re s u i tab le  than  t h e  metr ic system .  
Yet, o f  cou rse, that i s  not t h e  m a i n  objective. I t h i n k  i f  
most peop le  want metr ic ,  we l l  f ine .  W e  have had a 
system i n  t h i s  cou i ntry for a h u n d red years where they 
cou l d  g o  and se l l  their  goods and serv ices, metr ic or  
i m peria l .  That was  the statute t hat was  on our  records. 

But ,  why force i t  on  the people with a w h i p  in the 
man ner that it 's bei n g  forced today? As I u n derstand 
i t ,  those who use or  advert ise i m per ia l  meas u re in o u r  
country today, t h e y  r i s k  f i n es u p  t o ,  a s  I understan d  i t ,  
some $5,000 or  t w o  years i n  j a i l .  That ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i s  
the r i g h t  way to br i n g  i n  the  metri f icat ion system i n  
th is  cou ntry. 

I don't t h i n k  e i ther ,  M r. S peaker - it 's not the metric 
that's so offeosive but as I said earl i er, it 's how the 
govern ment  i s  i mp l ement i n g  the system .  C i t izens 
m ust react and they are react i n g  al l  across th is  coun
t ry of the  m a n n e r  of w h i c h  it 's been hand led .  M etr ic  
has been used i n  o u r  country as I said for  a h u n d red 
years. I be l ieve before the 1 970s, some 6 percent of 
the bus iness in Canada was conducted us ing the met
ric system .  B ritai n ,  as I said ,  it has now s loweC:: down.  
So has the  Amer icans a n d  I understand Japan has 
s lowed down thei.r use of the  metr ic system espec ia l ly  
i n  the i r  trade with  the U n ited States. So,  bas ica l ly  the 
on ly  j u r isd ict ion i n  the wor ld that I know of today 
that's p ract is i n g  the metric system is  Austral ia ,  and  
f rom what I can gather,  they are  s lowing  it down as  
much as t h ey can because they f i nd  some of the  
prob lems that  are com i n g  u p  w i th  the system. 

But  regard l ess,  M r. Speaker ,  i t  seems to m e  it 's 
rather  absurd a n d  offens ive for the Government  of 
Canada today to force metric on an u n wi l l i ng nat ion  
for  the sake of bus iness sym m etry - I don ' t  know why 
they wanted to tam per with the system that works -
but neverthe less that is the way we have gone.  M r. 
S peaker, it 's i n terest ing  to l ook at the report of the 
Metr ic Overview Report which they have presented to 
the Government of Canada regard i n g  the early ut i l iza
tion of the metric system in the country.  I t h i n k  th i s  
board is  about  some 15  i n  n u m bers, so they have been 

watc h i n g  very carefu l ly what has been tak i n g  p lace 
across the cou ntry.  I t 's certa in ly  e n l i g hten i n g  to l earn 
from this report that a lot of th ings  that I 'm say ing  
today, and  that peop le  a re  say ing across th is  cou ntry 
are here i n  the report, spe l led out and expressed by 
t h e  board.  I n  fact, they even said i n  the i r  f i n a l  state
ments of the report that they felt they shou ld  go back 
to the H ouse of Commons and have the metr i f icat i o n ,  
a wh ite paper,  debated a t  length b y  a l l  mem bers of t h e  
H o u se i n  the hope that they cou l d  g e t  the  p e o p l e  o f  
o u r  country to have a better u nderstand i n g  of what 
was tak ing  p lace. 

M r. Speaker,  they say here, a matter of vo lu ntary 
convers ion ,  that t h i s  is a matter of g reat i m portance 
and he  goes on  down here and says,  the Metr ic Over
v iew Board i ns ists that due  to the com merce of 
govern ment ,  th is  is on ly  volu ntary i n  the o ld  army 
sense,  you have n o  cho ice but  to vo lu nteer. I t  says 
t h roug hout ,  the Overview Board has uphe ld  the defi
n it ion  of vo lu ntary, used by the American system ,  but  
vo lu ntary, freedo m  of cho ice, as i f  or  when conver
s ion  is to be carried out,  of cou rse, is the p rob lem .  

T hey g o  o n  down here and they  say  with the  fou nd
i ng of the A merican M etr ic Cou nc i l ,  they passed an 
Act i n  1 975.  They formed a Metr ic Board and i t  says 
they thought  that the two cou ntr ies were marc h i n g  
together  a t  that t ime .  They have learned t o  t h e i r  sad 
d isda in  that the A mericans are not march i n g  with 
Canada on  the metr ic system. They go on  here and 
say what the metr ic  concess ion  fai l ed to real ize was 
the fact that the A merican nation was not go ing  m etr ic 
very fast or  at a l l .  They said certa in ly  some compan ies 
d i d  go metr ic a n d  as it happened i n  the past one 
G e neral Motors became the lead i n g  lobbyist for 
change because i t  su ited its global i ntent ions.  But 
g rassroots Amer ica ,  i t  says here from the Overview 
Com m i ttee, no ,  they were not.  I t  says even pro m i nent  
m e m bers of the two U SA metr ic  bodies now see a 
change tak i n g  anywhere from 7 to 20 years and  that is  
the  reason that I put  that sect ion i n  the reso lu t ion ,  M r. 
S peaker. 

The other o p i n ion  expressed by the Overview 
Board was the fact that the North  American economy 
is  so in ter locked with so many pervas ive l i n kages, 
p rod u cts,  factories,  corporat ions,  eq u ip ments,  com
m u n i cations ,  i nformation systems, advanced tech
nology,  research ,  development ,  com m u n ity reg u l a
t ions ,  measurement standards and stat ist ics that any 
bas ic  move, it says here ,  to use a d i fferent measu re
ment system ent i re ly here is a lmost i ncomprehens i
b le .  These are the words of the Overview Board of the 
Government  of Canada .  They go on to say i t 's  a pity 
somet h i n g  l i ke this was not done i n  Canada years 
ago,  to study the matter before they i m plemented the 
th ings as tak ing  p lace as a resu l t  of the Wh ite Paper.  
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So,  very br ief ly and very q u ick ly ,  M r. Speaker,  I 
we lcome the opport u n ity to br ing  th is  reso lut ion  to 
the H ouse. I hope the mem bers w i l l  have chance to 
speak on it and when we have arrived at a consensus,  I 
hope that the resol ut ion w i l l  get the su pport of the 
H ouse. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for G i m l i .  

MR. BUCKLASCHUK: Thank you ,  M r. Speaker.  I 
welcome th is  opportu n ity to speak on th is  reso l ut ion .  
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I j ust have some d iff icu lt ies with some of the whe
reases, because it seems to me that when a reso lut ion 
is  p roposed , that  the whereases shou ld  have some 
bas is  i n  fact .  In  fact ,  th i s  reso lut ion is somewhat lack
ing  in  that respect. I was very g l ad that the Mem ber for  
Rob l in -R usse l l  had broug ht to the attent ion of th is  
House that ,  in  fact ,  the use of the m etr ic  was f i rst 
add ressed by the  Conservative Govern ment of S i r  
J o h n  A .  MacDona ld .  That's rea l l y  been brought  t o  m y  
attent ion on ly  recent ly a n d  it 's rather  i nterest i n g  that 
party that f i rst d i scussed it is now the one that appears 
to be the most vociferous i n  opposit ion to the metr ic 
system.  I 'm aware that editor ia l  writers i n  rura l  n ews
papers are t ry i n g  to make some issue of th is  and that 
many Conservative M Ps are ru n n i n g  around  the  
cou ntry speak i n g  at  ral lys,  mai l i n g  pam p h l ets, con
ten d i n g  that metr if icat ion  is  a L i beral p lot bei n g  
shoved d o w n  the th roats of voters a l ready gaggled b y  
b i l i ngua l i sm .  

I t ' s  perhaps the sp i r it  i n  w h i c h  th is  reso lut ion was 
i n trod uced is not in keepi n g  with that part icu lar  idea, 
but certai n ly  I can see that mem bers opposite wou ld  
want  to make a b ig  issue of th is  because they th ink  it 's 
the  right po l i t ica l  t h i n g  to be say i n g  at t h i s  t ime .  Per
haps I cou l d  j ust deal with some of these whereases 
and i n d icate where there is  some d isagreement with 
in  fact. So often I hear on  rad io and I heard today that 
th is  th ing  is bei n g  shoved down o u r  th roats. You know 
it's a case of creep i n g  d i ctators h i p ;  that wasn't  u sed 
today but I 've heard i t  often enough .  Wel l ,  I ' m  rather  
surprised, the party opposite h as become a rev is ion ist 
party, they're go ing to revise Canadian h i story. I ' l l  
rev iew s o m e  of the h i story o f  the metr if icat ion  p ro
cess ing  in Canada. 

The other t h i n g  that comes up so often and it  was 
referred to today and I 've seen i t  i n  editoria l  colu m ns, 
you 've h eard it  on  the rad io ,  this $5,000 penalty or two 
years i n  pr ison for not going t h rough  with the metrif i
cat ion process. Wel l ,  that isn ' t  correct, and the oppo
s i t ion very wel l k nows that. Let me just start at the 
beg i n n i ng .  - ( I nterject ion ) - Yes,  the penalty of up to 
$ 5,000 or two years in pr ison that is often referred to 
does not app ly  to pr ivate c i t izens nor is  it  i n  fact a part 
of t h e  Metr ic Convers ion Prog ram .  That penalty i s  
sti p u l ated i n  The Weights and Meas u res A c t  and that 
Act has been i n  effect for more than a century.  So it's 
not somet h i n g  new, that Act was in effect when Joe 
Clark was the Pr i me M i n ister of Canada;  it appears 
that he  wasn't concerned about i t  at that t ime  nor were 
h is M i n i sters. Noth i n g  was changed ,  that Act is sti l l  
today. Metr ic convers ion  c a n  hard ly  b e  cons idered to 
be an i n stance of creep i n g  d i ctators h i p  in Canada. 

I n  fact,  the use of metric was f i rst add ressed , as the 
Honourable M e m ber for Rob l in-R usse l l  i n d i cated , by · 
S i r  J o h n  A. MacDonald  again st the  o p posit ion of the 
L i beral Party. H is govern ment  passed the b i l l  that 
permitted weig hts and m easu res to be expressed i n  
e i ther metr ic or  i m peria l  u n its,  b u t  s i nce then metric 
has been used exc l usively in such f ields as natu ral 
sc iences and ,  among the general p u b l ic ,  in such 
cases as e lectrical measures of watts and  am peres. 

I have to ag ree that ,  certa i n ly ,  the metric system 
does prov ide some d i fficu lt ies part icu lar ly for our  
e lderly fo l k ,  but I can assu re mem bers o pposite that 
o u r  younger people are not h avi ng that m u c h  d i ffi
cu l ty with i t .  I t  has been in o u r  school  system ,  I 
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i mag i n e ,  f o r  about 1 O years and they don' t  k n ow what 
the i m peria l  system is .  They are very comfortable with 
the metr ic system .  In fact ,  i t  makes a lot of sense, but it 
does take some work, I adm it.  

I ' m  certa in ly  not go ing  to say that the method in 
wh ich  the system i s  bei n g  brought i n  is  without fault  
because I know that even when one is  shop p i n g ,  let's 
say for a detergent, you w i l l  f i nd  some man ufacturers 
dec ide to i n d i cate the contents in terms of weight  and 
you m ay have fou r  k i lograms of Tide,  but then i f  you 
go to another detergent, S u n l i g ht ,  you m ay f i nd  you 
h ave t h ree l i t res and there's certai n l y  some confusion 
there .  That shou ld n't happen.  But  that doesn't  mean 
that the metr ic system is a l l  bad . 

How d i d  we get the  metr ic system where we are 
today? The stage was set for the  comp lete convers ion 
to m etr ic  i n  1 970 when t h e  W h ite Paper on  metr ic 
convers ion in Canada was tabled.  I t  wasn't forced 
down people's th roats. I t  was tabled.  The ma in  asser
t ion  of the Whi te Paper was that the adopt ion of the  
metr ic  system was u l t i mately i n evitable and des i rable 
for Canada.  I t  was supported by the g overn ment ,  as 
wel l as the Conservative and NDP mem bers of Par l i 
ament .  Ten years ago. - ( I nterject ion) - The Conser
vat ive Mem bers of Parl iament ,  yes, i n deed. Jed Bald
w i n ,  I t h i n k  we k n ow who h e  is ,  h e  was the  main Tory 
spokesman ,  said there was no q uest ion at a l l  that 
there was a movement i n  the wor ld to metr ic and that 
it wou l d  be foo l i sh  for Canada not to recog n ize that. 
Wel l ,  metric convers ion was d ebated aga in  in 1 971  
when The Weig hts and Measures Act  was amended to 
prov ide the legal  framework for convers ion .  

I t  was debated i n  1 975 when the mot ion  to approve 
the P rogram of G u ide l i ne  Dates for M etr ic Conver
s ion  was passed and it was debated again when The 
Weig hts and Meas u res Act was amended i n  1 977 to 
beg i n  the actual  metr ic convers ion p rocess. So we've 
had debates in 1 970, d ebates in 1 975,  d ebates in 1 977 
and g u ess who s u pported the proposals.  Wel l ,  the 
O p posit ion .  The New Democratic  Party and the Con
servat ive Party both supported govern ment propos
a ls .  But  today we're g o i n g  to revise h istory and say, 
wel l ,  j u st a m i n ute,  ho ld  o n ,  th is  t h i n g  is  be ing forced 
down our throats. We have, what's the f ig u re ,  1 27 ,000 
s ignat u res, 1 27 ,000 out of 24 m i l l i o n .  I wonder h ow 
conseq uent ia l  that is? 

But the posit ion  of the  Conservative Party was 
c lear ly stated i n  1 975 when B i l l  Kem p l i n g  said ,  we 
supported the metr ic convers ion  when  it  was i n t ro
d uced by O rder- i n-Counc i l  and  we supported the 
Wh ite Paper and that is our  posit io n  today, we sti l l  
support it .  

D u ri n g  the 1 977 debate , the N D P  m anaged to h ave 
the convers ion of acres to hectares excl uded from the 
b i l l  and when it  reached t h i rd read i n g ,  the b i l l  passed 
without  opposit ion .  So who, in fact, expressed some 
concern about metr ic convers ion? Wel l ,  it 's these l at
ter day revis ion ists ,  or whatever, t ry i n g  to make an

· 

issue today about somet h i ng they were party to f ive or 
seven years ago. 

Comments made about metrif icat ion not tak i n g  
p lace i n  other  areas at the  pace that i t  is  i n  Canada.  
T h at m ay very wel l  be true,  but  the metr ic mon itor 
w h i c h  we al l  received with our  I nformation Services a 
cou p l e  of weeks ago had some i nformation on that 
a n d ,  i n  fact, the m ovement towards m etr if icat ion has 
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n ot been as s lowed down as many of us  wou l d  have 
been l ed to bel ieve. 

If you go to G rand  Forks,  you ' l l  f i n d  that the i r  gas 
stat ions are all us ing  the metr ic system .  The American 
bott l i ng  system ,  soft dr inks ,  are going i nto the metr ic 
system.  Automotive man ufactu rers are going i nto the 
metr ic system .  So, in fact ,  i t  is  mov ing  ahead. I f  the 
U n ited States doesn't  get  there unt i l  1 995 it doesn't 
mean we have to pace ou rselves along at the same 
rate. 

So I t h i n k  that there is no reason why we have to 
l ook over our shou lder  and see what the Americans 
are doing and deve lop a m e-too att i tude .  What about 
the cost? Certa i n ly ,  i t 's cost i n g  money and here is  
where perhaps we can b e  i n  ag reement  with the 
O p pos i t ion .  For the i nformat ion of the House, i n  J u n e  
o f  1 980, t h e  N O P  and Conservative Mem bers o f  Par l i
ament jo i ned i n  a non-conf idence mot ion , prom pted 
by the i m plementat ion of m etr ic convers ion ,  both par
t ies agreed that the government had fai led to honor  
the tenets of the Wh ite Paper  on metr ic  convers ion .  

O kay, we wi l l  agree there are  some prob lems .  But  
we wi l l  not  go a long with the accusat ions that th is  
th ii)g h as been forced down o u r  t h roats wi thout  
debate, that  - ( I nterjectio n ) - I ' m  havi ng  d i ff icu l ty 
understand ing  how it c reates d iff i c u lt economic  and 
f i nancia l  pressu res on homeowners and fam i l i es or  
on the Man itoba tou r ist i n d ustry. There are some d i f
f icu l t ies I have with the W H E R EAS's. 

So i n  v iew of that i nformat ion ,  I wou l d  l i ke to p ro
pose that the resolut ion be amended to read:  

B E  IT  THEREFORE R ESOLVED that th is Leg is la
t ive Assemb ly  u rge the Government  of Canada to 
honour  the  m a i n  tenets of the  W h ite Paper on metr ic 
convers ion  and that attent ion  be pa id to the warn i n g s  
and caut ions contai ned i n  the White Paper. 

I w i l l  move that amend ment ,  seconded by the  
Member  for  Thompson .  

MR. SPEAKE�: O rder  p lease. The amend ment i s  not 
acceptab le  to the  House i n  the form that it has been 
g iven .  If the honourable m e m ber  w i l l  p rov ide the 
amend ment i n  writ i ng ,  i t  can be moved and p laced 
before the House. 

The honou rab le  m e m ber wou l d  prov ide us with suf
f ic ient n u m ber of copies p lease. O rder  p lease. 

I t h i n k  we have the proposed amend ment in the  
corrected form now.  I t 's  m oved by the Honourab le  
Mem ber for G i m l i  and seconded by the Honourab le  
Member for Thompson that a l l  the words i n  the last 
parag rap h  be de leted and rep laced with  the words:  
"Be i t  therefore resolved that th is Leg is lat ive Assem
bly u rge the Government of Canada to honour the 
main tenets of the Wh ite Paper on Metr ic Convers ion 
i n  Canada and that attent io n  be pa id to the warn i n g s  
and caut ions conta ined i n  the Wh ite Paper." 

Copies w i l l  be made and d istr i buted to in terested 
mem bers. 

The Honourable M e m ber  for Arthur. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Speaker,  I r ise to speak on t h i s  
p roposed resol ut ion and w i l l  s peak on the  amend
ment. The i n it ia l  reso l ut ion ,  I want to make a com ment 
about it as wel l ,  but the amend ment as it 's been p ro
posed by the M e m ber for G i m l i ,  after I 've had a l i tt le 
more t ime to spec i f ica l ly  g o  over i t ,  I wi l l  speak a l i tt le 

more spec i f ica l ly  on i t  as I go through the next few 
hours of Pr ivate Mem bers' Hour .  

To speak to the proposed amendment to the resol u
t ion ,  M r. Speaker ,  I would f i rst of a l l  l i ke to c o m p l i
ment my co l league,  the Mem ber for Rob l i n-R usse l l ,  to 
br ing  to the  attent ion of the people of Man itoba w h at I 
would consider an extremely i m portant issue as it 
affects the people at the g rass roots leve l .  M r. Speaker,  
I t h i n k  it 's an opportun ity for each and every one of us  
as M LA's to d iscuss and debate with  the mem bers of  
th is  H ouse, the govern ment,  and to i n  fact hear o u r  
o w n  col leagues' t h i n k ing  on i t ;  part icu lar ly,  n ot s o  
m u c h  the overa l l  chang ing  a s  h a s  been ment ioned b y  
my co l leag u e  from Rob l in-Russel l ,  but  the w h o l e  p ro
cess of w h i c h  we've seen take p lace. I t's one of those 
types of i nt roduct ions of a change creep ing  or a s low 
movement of a p rocess that has real ly not t ru ly  been 
u n derstood by the people of Canada and partic u l ar ly 
by a lot of g rassroots people .  N ot u n l i ke ,  M r. Speaker, 
the way i n  w h i c h  the creep ing  soc ia l i sm is tak ing over 
this country of Canada and the Prov ince of Man itoba 
and the west. 

I t h i n k ,  M r. S peaker, there is defin itely a lack of 
u nderstand ing  of the way in wh ich  th is  k i n d  of m ove
ment  takes p l ace, the g rand des i g n  of certa i n  people  
to change the  who le  bas is  f rom wh ich  we operate and 
which we have enjoyed our  h i storical  deve lopment  
and the  way i n  wh ich we've been ab le to p rotect our  
freedoms,  p rotect the r ig hts that we've had through 
the leg is lat ive process and the democrat ic  system .  

That, M r. S peaker, I t h i nk  i s  rea l ly  at the base o f  the 
who le  problem of push ing th is  k i n d  of th ing u nto 
people ,  because in the amend ment that has been 
proposed , the p roposed resolut ion as i t  has been 
amended,  i f  you look at some of the words that are put  
i n  here - and I th ink i t 's  i mportant to point  them out -
we ta lk  about ,  i n  the  f i rst part ,  the com p u l sory,  the  
word "co m p u l sory , "  compu lsory metr ic system .  How 
much  freedom is  there i n  the word "compu lsory?" 
You know, if  somebody that is govern ing  you or  con
trol l i n g  you says - ( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  of course, the 
Honourab le  M e m ber for whatever const ituency -
( I nterject ion )- E l m wood wou l d ,  of cou rse, have to 
say that he wou l d  b ite ,  because you see h e's one of 
those suckers that bit on soc ia l ism too and look at 
what he's had to swa l low or become associated w i th ,  
with that b i te  he  took, you  see. 

We l ook at the p resent Attorney-General and the 
com ments that are made by the M i n i ster of Agr icu l 
tu re ,  M r. S peaker, and that's the k i n d  of t h i n g  that the 
people of Canada are asked to b i te  on ,  you know, to  
n i bb le  on or  b i te o n .  O n ce you get a l i tt le b i t  of i t ,  then  
they' l l  g ive you j ust a l i tt le b it  more. 

The metr ic reso lu t ion ,  M r. S peaker, is  a p ri m e  
example  o f  that whole  process o f  chan g i n g  some
t h i n g  on or for the peop le  that may be rea l ly  i sn 't q u ite 
as salable up front or  as we wou l d  ex pect it  to be done 
t h roug h  the normal  process that we've certa i n l y  
enjoyed i n  the past. S o ,  t h e  word "compu lsory" rea l l y  
f lares i n  the face o f ,  I t h i n k ,  the majority of peop le ,  
part icu lar ly when they don ' t  u nderstand what it i s  
they're bei ng  forced to do. M r. S peaker, that's the  
word  "co m p u l sory";  let's go through to the next  one .  
You k now m y  col l eag ue,  the Honourable M e m ber  for  
Rob l i n-R ussel l has done a pretty good job of putt i n g  
th is  together ,  because he's putt ing  it  together  as the  
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peop le  of Man itoba wou ld  have put  it together .  Of  
course, the amend ment that has been proposed that 
the M e m ber  for G i m l i  has put on the table before us to 
look at, i s ,  of course, not supported by me .  I cannot 
s u p port the  Wh ite Paper and the contents of i t .  I t h i n k  
it 's o n l y  fa i r  t o  let t h e  pub l i c  know that because o f  the  
word "com p u lsory" that we' re now see i n g  develop.  

Let 's  go to the next part ,  M r. Speaker ,  as i t  i s  bei n g  
proposed . "That the mandatory" - y o u  know, we 
have got  compu lsory and now we've got  mandatory 
convers ion .  To you what does the word mandatory 
mean? Wel l ,  it isn ' t  a lot d i fferent than compu lsory ,  
b u t  i t  means t o  me that i t  i n  fact str ict ly h a s  to b e  done .  
That 's r ig ht ,  you have to l i ne u p  and you h ave to m ove 
in l i n e  with what somebody else, that h eavy hand of 
g overnment says. - ( I n terject ion ) - Yes, the M e m ber  
for  St .  Bon iface i n  h i s  usual  way of speak i n g  f rom h is  
seat and not able to stand to  speak ,  says, with the  
w h i p ,  and that's rea l ly  r ig ht ,  that's rea l ly  the way i t  i s ,  
i t ' s  rea l ly  mandatory, you're forced, i t ' s  shoved on  
you .  

S o  t h e  M e m ber f o r  G i m l i  i n  h i s  reso l ut ion or h i s  
proposed amendment ,  I wou l d  t h i n k ,  shou ld  h ave 
paid a l i tt le b it  more attent ion to that when he  wants to 
agree with the pr inc ip les that were put forward in the 
Wh ite Paper on metr ic  convers ion .  Because we' re 
talk i ng about mandatory.  

Let 's go to another one,  let's m ove on a l itt le further. 
The words, out law i n g  the i m per ia l  measu re, what are 
you do ing  when you're out law ing  the i m per ia l  m ea
s u re, you're sayi n g  that it's aga inst the law to use i t .  To 
me to use the i m per ia l  system ,  they're tel l i n g  me that 
I ' m  now brea k i n g  the law if I or any of my const i tuents 
want to cont in u e  to measu re the i r  f ie lds i n  640 acre 
sect ions or 1 60 acre parcels ,  that it is agai nst t h e  law 
because they're out law ing  the i mperial  measure. 

So,  in other words, M r. Speaker,  that we are n ow 
bei n g  forced by the  Federal Government to break the 
law and i f  we're going to cont i n u e  to have any form of 
c iv i l ized govern i n g  system i n  th is  country that i t  won't  
work.  I don 't bel ieve, Mr .  S peaker, that we shou l d  be 
forced i f  we' re going to mainta in a system that every
one understands  and that t h i s  cou ntry has been la id  
out on measure that we are  forced to break t h e  law.  
That agai n i s  somet h i n g  that rea l ly  concerns me .  

We g o  down a l i tt le  further ,  M r .  Speaker - ( I nter
jection )- that's true enoug h ,  my col leag ue for T u rt le  
Mou ntai n suggests t h at a l ot of government mem bers 
don't k n ow rea l ly  how the govern m ent is  l a id  out, that 
there are 640 acres to a sect i o n  and that it is broken 
down a l i tt l e  b it  d i fferent than some of the  d i fferent 
areas. Of course, M r. Speaker,  u nder their system of 
govern ment ,  the k i n d  that they p refer, they real ly  
wou l d n ' t  care i f  i t  was  640 acres o r  it was a l l  i n  one b ig · 
b lock owned by the  Prov inc ia l  G overn ment under  the  
N O P  Party, the state farm system ,  then the  measure 
doesn 't rea l ly  matter. Because you throw it a l l  i nto one  
b ig  pot  and after that system operates for as  l o n g  as i t  
h a s  operated i n  P o l a n d  and i n  R ussia,  the  pot starts t o  
go d ry and the p e o p l e  go h u n g ry,  then  they look at 
countries l i ke Canada where we've had freedo m  with
out havi n g  t h i ngs l i ke metr ic p ushed on us, without 
havi ng bas ic  changes made to us  because we have 
been able to m a i nta i n  a freedo m  of operat ions ,  a f ree
dom of govern i n g ,  to t h i s  po in t ,  M r. S peaker, a n d  we 
w i l l  mai ntai n i t  because the people w i l l  n ot stand for 
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s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e  i m pos i t ion o f  m etr ic  a s  i s  the  p ro
posed amendment by the Mem ber for G i m l i .  

Y o u  know I ' m  rea l ly  su rpr ised a t  t h e  Mem ber for 
G i m l i  i ntroduc ing  a change to this resolut ion because 
he represents what I would cons ider a const i tuency 
that wou ld  be very much opposed to the i m posit ion of 
metr ic on they themselves as e i ther farm peop le ,  as 
f ishermen,  Mr .  S peaker, as bus iness people .  I wou l d  
hope t h e  M e m ber for G i m l i  w h e n  he  i ntroduced the 
amend ment to th is  reso lut ion ,  M r .  S peaker, that he 
went and talked to some of the bus i nesses when they 
h ave faced i ncreased i nf lat ion ,  i ncreased i nterest 
rates because he  and h i s  party in Ottawa put J oe 
Clark and h i s  govern ment out and  re- i ntroduced P ie
rre E l l i ott Trudeau and g iven us a l l  these problems,  
the energy costs that they are n ow fac i n g  a n d  on  top 
of that ,  Mr .  S peaker, they now h ave to spend thou
sands of d o l l ars to wei g h  and m easu re out the  com
mod it ies that the consumers are h av i n g  to buy ,  for the 
g ra i n  p rod u cers that h ave had to buy and pay for 
t h ro u g h  the  de l i ver ies of g ra i n ,  the scales in the i r  
e levators, that  the catt le  producers who are  sel l i ng 
catt l e  have to now pay for through the system of 
com m iss ion trad i n g  and the Hog Produ cers Market
i n g  Board h ave to change the i r  scales. That doesn't 
get paid for  out  of the  t h i n  air .  T h at comes out  of the 
consu mer, M r. Speaker, that comes out of the p ro
d u cer ,  t h at comes out of the  system at an extremely  
bad t i me.  

And to th is po int ,  M r. Speaker ,  th is  i s  the po int  that 
has to be made.  Why,  why,  why,  I w ish  the m e m ber  
who i ntroduced the proposed amendment to the reso
l ut ion  wou l d  have told us why.  H e's sayi n g  we support 
the Federal G overnment on the convers ion to metr ic 
w h i c h  i s  going to cost the farmers m i l l ions and m i l
l i o n s  of d o l la rs and  then  he stands  u p  and he says o u r  
g overn ment i s  g o i n g  to oppose the c h a n g e  of t h e  
C row rate because it 's go ing  to cost the  farmers more 
money .  What k i n d  of hypocrite is he ,  w h at k i n d  of 
hypocrites a re they, Mr. Speaker, you see that's what 
we're faced wi th .  That's the k ind  of hypocrites we see 
across the way. At l east, M r .  Speaker . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder  p lease. I bel ieve I h eard the 
honourab le  member use an u n parl iamentary p h rase, I 
bel i eve I h eard the word hypocrite used,  wh ich  i s  
c lear ly n ot perm iss ib le  i n  the  House.  Wou l d  the hon
ourab le  m e m ber  l i ke to recons ider  h i s  words  and take 
the appropr iate act ion . 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. S peaker,  I wou l d  apolog ize for 
the use of u n par l iamentary words and I w i l l  w i thdraw 
those words that I used,  I w i l l  not use the word wh ich  
you referred to as bei n g  u n par l iamentary. 

But, M r. S peaker, I w i l l  say that they are somewhat 
i ncons istent i n  the i r  approach to the overa l l  p r i nc ipl es 
of gove r n i n g  or putt i ng  forward thoughts and  ideas i n  
the  best i nterests o f  the  farm com m u n ity o f  Man i toba.

· 

M r. S peaker, I can not for the l ife of m e  see a 
member  who would i ntroduce a proposed amend
ment to a resol ut ion that was a tremendous resolut ion 
by the Mem ber for Rob l i n-Russel l .  I g u ess, M r. 
S peaker, the  Member for G i m l i  stands i n  t h i s  p lace, 
and it 's q u ite i nterest ing  because he has g i ven two 
speeches today and I com p l i ment h i m  for it. I t's  take a 
l ot of extra effort. But ,  M r. S peaker, if you rea l ly  stop 
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and look what he spoke about today, i f  you rea l ly  
t h i n k  th rough what he 's  sai d ,  he 's  o n  one s ide and he's 
on the other side with the  other.  M r. Speaker,  he can't 
have it both ways and the other part of it is that h e  
doesn't know, he h a s  a l l  the facts and  f igures on what 
it is g o i n g  to cost the farm com m u n ity to change or to 
make a change to the statutory rates, he has that a l l  i n  
h i s  h i p  pocket but h e  stands here today represent ing a 
com m u n ity of farmers who he's concerned about 
because the i r  costs are going to g o  up on  t ransport i ng  
of  g ra in ,  when ,  i n  fact, Mr .  S peaker, he doesn't have a 
c lue  what it 's go ing to cost them to change the i r  
scales and the i r  whole system and as the Member for  
Lakes ide  the  other  day d i d  so very capab ly ,  i n  the  
spr ing  of the year, i n  the w i nter of the year was to  
stan d  here ,  M r. S peaker,  and  po int  out the costly the  
expenses with crops bei ng burned with m iscalc u l a
t ions of sprays. 

M r. S peaker,  the M e m ber  for Lakes ide  d i d  a very 
capable j o b  a n d  aga in  the p u b l i c  med ia  p icked it u p  
because i t  i s  an  i m portant issue with everyone. A n d  
those a r e  the  k i nds of costs on  society. But  no ,  he's 
t ry i n g  to h ave i t  both ways.  He's t ry i n g  to stan d  to be 
the .farmers' fr iend on  the issue of p rotect i n g  h i g h e r  
fre ight rates and on the i s s u e  of metr ic he says, I 
s u pport the  change to metr ic so that farmers can 
spend $ 1 0, 000 or  $ 1 5, 000 in the  n ext f ive years per  
farm to change the i r  scales, the  consumer to buy the i r  
hotdogs or whatever they buy by the weight ,  ham
b u rger ,  t iger  m eat or whatever over a scale.  That ,  Mr .  
Speaker ,  that's the k ind of i ncons istency we have in 
the New Democratic  Party. There's one or  two other  
po i nts that  I 'd l i ke to make when we ta lk  about  the  
mandatory and the compu lsory and the out law i n g  
and the whole  i m posit ion of th is  k i n d  of a system on  
the country .  You know,  it was  very conve n ient ,  and I 
shou ld  te l l  a brief story, about how it rea l ly  h i t  home to 
me when we've seen in the past few years the who le  
chang i n g  to metr ic  i n  o u r  gasol i n e  and our  o i l s  i n  th is  
cou ntry. 

About two years ago I was p roceed i n g  to t ravel 
through my past co l league's const i tuency,  the Hon
o u rab le  M e m ber  for Rock Lake, who I would have to 
commend for tak i n g  the l ead i n  oppos i n g  metr ic .  I n  
fact, h e  now carries the n ickname o f  H ector, because 
at the t i m e  in wh ich  i t  was bei n g  ta lked about several 
years ago, and my col league, the Honourab le  Momber 
for Robl i n-R usse l l  i s  certa i n l y  a part of that o ld  g uard 
of the Conservative Party that were putt i ng  the 
thoug hts forward, not u n l i ke what the Member for 
G i m l i  and his p roposed amend ment i s  t ry i n g  to te l l  us, 
that we as a Conservative g ro u p  do not represent the 
people ,  but,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  my former col league,  the 
M e m ber for Rock Lake's n ickname was H ector, and of 
course,  as I was t rave l l i n g  through h is const i tuency I 
had to stop for gaso l i n e  at a s m a l l  town i n  the com
m u n ity th roug h  there. When I p u l led up to the gas 
stat ion there was a n i ce you n g  lad p u l led up in his n i ce 
car bes ide  me a n d  he sa id somet h i n g  when he got out 
of the car that we rea l ly  don' t  t h i n k  too often about.  A 
few years ago you wou l d  p u l l  u p  to a gas stat ion ,  
wh ich  I have h eard and seen people  do ,  and  he wou l d  
say, wou l d  y o u  f i l l  i t  u p ,  $5 o r  f i l l  i t  u p .  Y o u  k now, i n  
most cases , you'd b e  f u l l  on $5 .00. T h i s  you n g  fel low, 
about two years ago,  said ,  " F i l l  i t  up," no ,  he said, "$30 
or  f i l l  i t  u p, "  and that was about two years ago. 

Recently, I 've see n ,  M r. Speaker,  people p u l l  up and 
put $35 worth of gasol i ne  i n  their cars. 

The who le  po in t  that I 'm tryi ng to make i s  that we 
haven 't pa id  attent ion to how much  our gaso l i n e  a n d  
o u r  o i l s  h a v e  gone u p  u n der the P ierre E l l i ott Trudeau 
G overn ment ,  s u pported by what a good fr iend of the 
Conservat ive Party i n  Canada ca l ls  the New Demo
crat ic  Party, and  I hope th i s  is par l iamentary, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  because the Honourable John  C rosbie ,  i n  
a speech n ot too l o n g  ago, referred t o  t h e  N e w  Demo
crat ic  Party, because they're so c losely assoc iated 
with the L i beral Party, as the red ru m p  of the L i beral 
Party. That, to me f i ts pretty well because they s u p
ported the L i beral Government to put  P ierre E l l i ott 
Trudeau back in office to g ive us  th i s  metr ic system 
that we' re al l  so u pset about ,  so that they cou ld  
change  the p rices of gasol i n e  so that nobody u nder
stands.  You k n ow,  we k i n d  of relate a l i t re to a ga l lon .  
Wel l ,  we're now pay ing  for  a l i tre of gas ,  wh ich  i s  l ess 
than a q uarter of what a g a l l o n  is ,  and peop l e  are 
tota l ly  u nable  to; I and I ' m  sure a lot of other people ,  
and maybe I ' m  s lower than m ost and i f  you ag ree 
that's f ine .  That's the prob lem,  it's the confus ion that's 
in the country and i t  came about, not because of the  
w i l l  of  the  peop le ,  i t  came about  agai n as I 've referred , 
it 's compu lsory,  it 's mandatory and the other system 
is  out lawed , M r. Cha i rman.  A mandatory i m position 
of a total measur ing  system i n  th i s  cou ntry has con
fused Canad ians  so that the N ew Democrat ic  Party, 
the  Trudeau L i berals in Ottawa can creep in with the i r  
soc ia l i sm and take away our  f reedom.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I am not  go ing  to s u pport the p ro
posed reso lut ion  or the proposed amendment to the 
reso lut ion .  I hope i t  passes, M r. S peaker, and that 
goes i nto the G i m l i  papers, and  it goes i nto the 
Thom pson papers so "Landsl ide" can stand u p  and be 
cou nted , and a l l  the  mem bers opposite. I hope that's i t  
real ly s howed that they defeated us and they put  th is  
i n  to, what I wou l d  say ,  destroy a perfect ly good 
examp le  of the  way the peop le  of Man i toba; part icu
lar ly a l l  of M a n itobans fee l  about  the i m posit i o n ,  the 
compu lsory i mposit ion of a total way of c h a n g i n g  
what h a s  b e e n  a t rad i t ion and somet h i n g  that we've a l l  
been ab le  to u nderstan d  and l ive by  for  as  many years 
a s  t h i s  c o u n t r y h a s  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  
Commonwealth .  
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M r. Speaker,  it 's been a pr iv i lege to stand up and I 
am goi n g  to s u p port my col league's resol ut i o n ,  if we 
can get it back to that i n it ia l  posit ion ,  but I am not 
s u p port i n g  the M e m ber for G i m l i ' s  proposed amend
ment ,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health .  

MR. DESJARDINS: After the spel l b i n d i n g  speech 
com i n g  r ight from the heart ,  I t h i n k  that I sense a 
w i l l i ng ness to have you cal l  it 5 :30 ,  but before we 
m ove the adj o u rn ment of the House with the under
stand i n g  that we' l l  go to Comm ittee ton i g ht ,  I u n d e r
stan d  there is a poss i b i l ity, on ly  a poss i b i l ity, that the 
Department of Agr icu l ture w i l l  be f in ished ton ig ht .  
Health wi l l  start tomorrow, i f  that i s  the case. 

M r. Speaker,  I wou l d  move, seconded by the M i n i s
ter of Agr icu l ture that the House be now adjou rned . 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder  p lease. The t ime bei n g  5:30, 
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when we next reach this item again, the Honourable 
Min ister wi l l  have 20 min utes remaining.  

The mem bers wi l l  ret u rn to Comm ittee this evening 
at  8:00 p.m.  

MOTION presented and carried and t h e  House 
adjou rned and stands adjourned unt i l  1 0  a .m.  tomor
row morning (Friday) 

1 521 




