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Time - 8:00 p.m. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - HIGHWAYS AND 

TRANSPORTATION 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): I ca l l  
t h e  c o m m i ttee to order.  We' re o n  H ig h ways a n d  
Transportat ion  o n  N o .  3 .  P lan n i n g  and  Des i g n .  3 . ( a )  
Sa laries. 

The Mem ber for Ass i n i bo ia .  

MR. R URIK (Ric) NORDMAN (Assiniboia): M r .  
C h a i rman ,  i n  my T h rone Speech I d i d  ment ion t h e  fact 
that I had a concern about the Trans Canada H i g h way 
west of the Per i m eter,  and to the M i n ister ,  can I 
ass u m e  that the proposed p l a n  s u b m itted by D a m as 
a n d  S m i t h  l ast year can  be cons idered as bei n g  aban
doned? And  i f  so ,  i s  there any  cons iderat ion  g o i n g  to  
be g iven to pavi n g ,  poss i b l y  the  s h o u l ders,  o r  m aybe 
even m o re adeq uate l i g h t i n g  f rom the Peri m eter a l l  
the way to  the Head l i n g ley a rea? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (lac du Bonnet): M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  that whole q uest ion  is st i l l  a m atter for  d iscus
s ion and  I wou l d  h ave to say q u ite fra n k l y  and  can
d id ly  that I have not taken a n y  t i m e  at th is  stage to 
review the fi n d i ngs  of the  consu lt i n g  f i rm .  I t 's  not,  of  
cou rse, somet h i n g  that's go ing to be looked at in  t h e  
cu rrent year's spend i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  many a l ternat ives 
that a re bei n g  looked at wi th  respect to t h at sect ion  of 
Trans Canada and the d o l lars that one wou l d  have to 
approve for whatever takes p l ace by way of a new 
route are such that ,  I be l i eve,  we d o  h ave to look for  
a l ternatives and ,  at l east, h ave that determ i ned before 
we decide on  go ing  the new route. 

MR. NORDMAN: I do  k now, Mr. Cha i rman ,  that the  
zon ing off icers of the C i ty of W i n n i peg are  ho ld ing  u p  
q u ite a few decis ions a long the  p resent Trans Canada 
w i th  p ropert ies there as to the i r  development a n d  so 
on,  and I do t h i n k  that I wou l d  appreciate i t  i f  you 
wou l d ,  ser iously,  take a look at it  a n d  come u p  w i th  
some k i n d  of  a decis ion .  I k n ow that the a lternate 
p lans  - I th i n k  there were t h ree a lternate p lans  t h at 
were d rawn u p  - and there was a g reat deal  of d i ssa
t isfact ion  amongst the peop le ,  part icu la rly  in t h e  
Town o f  Head i n g l ey ,  a s  to w h at was g o i n g  t o  happen 
there .  But  I sti l l  fee l ,  myself ,  t h at the best p lan  rea l l y  i s  
to do someth i n g  w i t h  the  exist i n g  road a n d  u p g rade i t  
i n  s o m e  manner  a n d ,  I s i n cerely bel ieve, M r .  C h a i r
man ,  that the l i g h t i n g  that was added to that stret c h  
h a s  certa i n ly b e e n  a b ig  he lp .  I t h i n k  i f  that a rea w a s  l i t  
r i g h t  f r o m  the Per i m eter t o  the  Town o f  Head i n g ley I 
t h i n k  it would a l l ev iate a lot of the  problems that are 
there. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  yes, I g u ess I m i s read the  com
ments .  I assu med that you were  express i n g  a b i as for  
a new l ocat ion or  a new route, a n d  I k i n d  of th ink  that 's 

a n  expensive propos i t ion .  But  so far it 's been m y  own 
p reference that we try to do  somet h i n g  o n  the  exist i n g  
route f o r  the  reasons of d o l lars.  But  I ' m  n ot l ocked 
i nto that posit ion ;  that is my own part i cu la r  p refer
ence at the moment .  

MR. NORDMAN: I h ave another concern which w i l l  
c o m e  u p  u nder,  I g uess, Construct ion o r  u nder  Ma in
tenance, but  I rea l l y  s i n cerely hope t h at you w i l l  take 
the  t ime to take another  look at th is and  m aybe n ot for 
th is year but  for the  fol l owi n g  year. One of t h e  t h i ngs  
t h at I th i nk  was  a good m ove that was  made when we 
red u ced the  speed l i m i t  to the 70 km/h that they red
f lagged every one  of those s i g n s  and I t h i n k  poss i b l y  
that cou ld  be l ooked a t  agai n ,  I t h i n k  some of those 
s i g n s  a re down, the  red f lags.  T h a n k  you ,  M r. 
Cha i rman.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for K i rkf ie ld Park .  

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfleld Park): Yes, Mr .  
Cha i rman ,  o n  the same road,  the safety factor i s  such 
that in  my const i tuency the B l u m berg Gol f  C o u rse 
complex i s  the home f ield for our soccer p layers, and  
we've got  car loads of k ids  s i tt i n g  out  o n  the  h i g hway, 
and they rea l l y  n eed the h o l d i n g  lanes as far as left 
turns  go .  T h at's p retty horrendous to sit there with a 
car load of k ids  and  watch the traff ic  come barrel l i n g  
d o w n  o n  t o p  o f  y o u .  I t h i n k  that i f  a n yt h i n g  poss ib ly  
even at that part icu la r  i ntersect i o n ,  cou l d  be d o n e  th is  
year  that  wou ld  be a he lp  and  i s  certa i n l y  somet h i n g  
that ,  I t h i n k ,  j ust from the safety factor a l o n e  o n  that 
o n e  a rea.  I k n ow there is m o re that the  M e m ber for  
Assi n i bo ia  cou ld  q u ote, certa i n ly ,  in  the  Head i n g ley,  
as far as the school b u ses go .  But  the car  s i tuat ion  i s  
ve ry bad out  i n  o u r  area  a n d  we certa i n ly wou ld  
apprec iate some swift act ion  as far  as t h at B l u m berg 
turn i s  concerned. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I k n ow the a rea in q uest i o n ,  I travel  
i t  q u ite freq uent ly and I happen to concu r wi th  every
one  that expresses a g reat deal  of concern about  the  
traff ic  s i tuat ion  o n  that stretch ,  and  to the  extent  that 
it 's poss ib le ,  I hope we can do somet h i n g  th i s  year. I 
j ust don 't k now what the log ist ics are offh a n d ,  a n d  
whether w e  w i l l  be ab le  to do  somet h i n g  th i s  y e a r  or  
n ot I can ' t  commi t  but  we're g o i n g  to make the attem pt 
to make i mp rovements if we decide on a c o u rse of 
actio n .  So the  f i rst dec is ion  to make i s  to decide w h i c h  
d i rect ion we a re g o i n g  to go v is-a-vis  t h a t  report;  i f  i t 's 
the d i rect i o n  of u pg rad i n g  the exist i n g ,  then i t 's  pos
s i b l e  we m i g ht be able to do somet h i n g  even in 1982 

but  I ' m  n ot i n  a posit ion to be m o re d ef i n i t i ve t h a n  that 
at the moment .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Portage l a  P ra i r ie. 

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): T h a n k  you ,  
M r. Cha i rman .  Mr .  M i n ister, l ast eve n i n g  I d rew to 
you r attent ion some of my concerns .  F i rst of al l  my 
apprec i at i o n  of the fact that you have p l a n s  for  com
p let i n g  that  road construct ion o n  1 A west of  P o rtage 
la  P ra i r ie ,  the  approach to the c ity .  I apprec iate that 
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and I a lso ment ioned to you about the u rgent  need of 
control  l i g hts.  

N ow,  M r. M i n i ster ,  I wou l d  j ust l i ke to touch o n  the 
s u bject t h at I and the Mayor of Portage and  his C o u n
c i l  have been work i n g  on for  some n u m bers of years 
now, 3 years, on the u pg rad i n g  of Saskatchewan 
Avenue .  I spoke with  you ear l ie r  o n  this .  However, M r .  
M i n i ster, I w a n t  t o  stress the  fact that the  condit ion  of 
o u r  M a i n  Street in Portage la Pra i r ie  is rea l l y  dep lora
b le  and needs u p g rad i n g .  T h e  M ayor and  the  present 
C o u n c i l  h ave ag reed to the necessary u pg rad i n g  of 
o u r  u ndergro u n d  su rface water d ra i nage system and  
a re ready to accept the p l a n n i n g ,  I s u p pose you c o u l d  
s a y ,  o n  des ig n  o n  the ave n u e  today a n d  I wou ld  u rge 
that you g ive every cons ide rat i o n  to the  complet i o n  of 
the Saskatchewan Aven ue in Portage l a  Pra i r ie .  

MR. USKIW: We d i d  touch o n  th is  a couple of days 
ago,  or was i t  yesterday? D i d  we beg i n  yesterday? 
Yes, th i s  was d iscussed yesterday and I though  I d i d  
i n d i cate that w e  h a d  to forego a meet i n g  w i t h  t h e  
M ayor because of the E st i m ates rev iew a n d  pre
e mpted that meet i ng,  but t h at I w i l l  be u nderta k i n g  to 
meet w i th  the  Mayor of Portage la Pra i r ie  as soon as I 
have a n  opport u n ity.  As I u nderstand the n at u re of the  
project,  i t  i s  real l y  two-fo ld :  one  is ,  the  excavat i o n  
w o r k  h as to be u ndertaken  by the C ity of Portage, 
w h i c h  w o u l d n ' t  be u ndertaken u n l ess there was a 
com m itment  to recap the s u rface, so I can u nderstand 
the context in which we m ust make that dec is io n .  I t  
has to be a jo i nt  effort and a j o i n t  program, so that 
d i scuss ion  w i l l  take p lace and  I j ust don 't k now what 
the resu l t  w i l l  be so far as t i m i n g  is concerned.  

MR. HYDE: I apprec iate what  you ' re sayi n g  and ,  as I 
sa id  ear l i er ,  the city d oes h ave the n ecessary funds  set 
as ide to c o m pl ete the u ndergro u n d  d ra i nage system ,  
w h i c h  is  on ly  natura l  that s h o u l d  be l ooked a t  f i rst. 

I wou l d  l i k e  a lso to speak o n  the Lynch's Poi n t  Road 
to the Lynch 's  Po i nt Bea c h .  That 's o n  Hig hway PR 
242. M r. M i n i ster, I h ave c orrespon d e n ce h e re d at i n g  
b a c k  to 1979 i n  regards to that proposed i m p rovement  
to that short d i stance - I be l i eve, somet h i n g  l i ke 10 
m i l es I be l i eve it takes i n  - a n d  I h ave, I be l i eve y o u r  
department  h a s  a pet i t ion  s i g ned by some 1 7  of the  18 
property owners that face that p ro posed route.  They 
are u rg i n g  me to put  press u re o n  the department to 
g ive every cons iderat ion  to the i r  proposa l .  They are 
n ot aga inst the i m provement  of that road but, h ow
ever, they do not want to see the proposed p l a n  to g o  
ahead , that i s ,  o f  destroy i n g  the  sce n i c  route that 
leads from No. 16 Hig hway n o rt h  to the  Lynch 's  Po i nt 
Beach. That is a beaut i f u l  d r ive and  the  proposed 
route, as I u ndersta n d ,  w i l l  take away from the beauty 
of that route a n d ,  in the opi n i o n  of the property 
owners who have been there for u m pteen years, I 
g u ess ,  they have sa id  that it is n ot n ecessary to 
destroy t h at p a rt i c u l a r  sce n i c  rou te. T h e y  w i l l ,  
a n d  are ready, t o  s u b m it the i r  property, t h e  n eces
sary f rontage ,  to stra i g hten i n g  o u t  s o m e  of t h e  
hazardous  cu rves that d o  show u p  o n  that part i cu la r  
fou r  o r  f ive m i les ,  but  they  do not  want and  they 
u rge that the department g ive them every considerat ion 
when i t  comes to a decis ion bei n g  made o n  that 
construct ion  project. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l, M r. C h a i rman,  there i s  carry-over 
work. On page 6 you w i l l  notice 6.8 m i l es of acq u is i 
t i o n  of r ig ht-of-way and then you ' l l  see ten m i les  of  
acqu is i t ion  of r ig ht-of-way, and  then there i s  a n other 
e i g ht m i les i n  new work that we are vot i n g  o n  t h i s  year.  
So,  I bel i eve, we are address i n g  the concerns t h at the 
m e m ber  i s  ra is i n g .  

MR. HYDE: O n  what p a g e  i s  that add i t iona l  

MR. USKIW: O n  the new program - page 21. Oh ,  
t h at's 2 n d  L i ft Construct i o n  G rave l ;  that's Somerset. 
N o, that's not the area i s  it? 

MR. HYDE: I t's n o rth of 16. 

MR. USKIW: Yes, yes. O kay, the new o n e  is at the 
other  end ,  but  o n  the  carry-over there i s  16 .8 m i les of  
acq u is i t ion  of r ight-of-way; i f  you look o n  page 6 of  
the  carry-over p rog ram .  

MR. HYDE: M r. M i n ister, w hat I wou l d  l i ke to d raw to 
y o u r  attent ion  at t h i s  t i m e  i s  to g ive every cons idera
t i o n  to the req uest of these property owners in that 
a rea to not destroy the beauty of that part i cu la r  sec
t i o n  of the road .  It runs  paral l e l  to the W i l l ow Bend 
C reek and  i t  i s  rea l ly  a p retty d rive and i t  seems to me 
so u n n ecessary at t h i s  t ime to destroy that .  As I say 
they a re ag reed to se l l  the n ecessary property to 
stra ig hten out  some of t h e i r  hazardous c u rves, but 
they d o  not want to see a proposed a l ternate route 
i nc l uded .  

M r. M i n i ster, I ' d  l i ke to a lso speak to you,  o n  page 
11, No .  430 - Acq u is i t ion  of land  N o rth  of 227 o n  the  
St .  A m broise Beach Road.  I have taken and  been in  
contact w i th  some of the  peop le  i n  that area a n d  they 
d o  hope t hat your  acq u is i t ion  of land w i l l  cont i n ue 
t here a n d  i nc l u de stra i g hten i n g  out  some of the  
severe r igh t  a n g l e  turns  that a re  o n  that part i c u la r  
stretch of road that i s  h azardous  to the  peop le  and  
- ( I nterject i on ) - To s low the t raff ic  down .  R i g ht, i t 's 
been brought to my attent ion  that's r ig ht that we m u st 
be carefu l of that tu rn .  

1 2 1 5  

B ut, however, I have been t h ro u g h  that part i c u l a r  
a rea a n d  I can q u ite u nderstan d  the i r  concerns w h e n  
the  p roposed deve lopment  of that n e w  road d oes take 
p lace that you consider the d i sastrous  c u rves and 
r ight angle turns o n  that road . 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman,  the  m e m ber i s  
aware that w e  have acq u is i t ion  o f  r ight-of-way of that 
sect ion  from 227 to St .  A m broise Beach i n  the  pro
g ra m  so that I don't know what i s  at issue except i n g  
the  other com ments that the member makes .  Logi
ca l ly, when we reconstruct, we do t ry to refi n e  the 
cu rves, if  you l i ke ,  a n d  i m p rove the safety of t h e  h i g h 
w a y  i n  q uest ion ,  so I t a k e  that a s  a g iven i n  the  recon
struct ion  p roject. 

MR. HYDE: Mr. M i n i ster, i f  i t 's fai r  to ask you, have 
you seen the p lan  for that part icu lar  stretch of road ? 

MR. USKIW: No,  I haven 't. 

MR. HYDE: Wel l ,  I ' m  s u re, once you do h ave the 
opportu n ity and t i m e  to take a g ood look at i t  t h at you 
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w i l l  u nderstand  the need of u pg rad i ng that part i cu la r  
chunk  of road . 

W h i l e  I ' m  spea k i n g  o n  that 430 road, I not ice, by the  
i nformat ion  that I 've received, the  H i g hway Construc
t ion Program for '82-83, there i s  a n  area there of some
t h i n g  l i ke 8 to 1 O m i les that was u p g raded. The g rade 
was put  u p  a year ago;  t here was a new br idge opened 
over the  Ass i n i bo i n e  R iver and  named by a lead i n g  
res ident  o f  that part i cu la r  a rea. T h e  M r. B e n  Br idge it 's 
known as today, and I n ot ice that you have n ot 
i n c l uded the c o m p l et io n  of that sect i o n  of road w h i c h  
i s  reca p p i n g, putt i n g  t h e  a s p h a l t  o n  i t .  I h o p e  that y o u  
w i l l  s e e  f i t  to c o m pl ete that sect i o n  of road i n  the  near  
futu re. 

O n e  m o re item I wou l d  l ike to s peak to you at t h i s  
t i m e  a b o u t  and  i t  i s  the access road to the V i l lage o f  
Macdona ld ,  o n  p a g e  3. T h i s  is  somet h i n g  that - it  has 
been a dangero u s  c u rve t here - i s  r ight  o n  a cu rve 
and I 'm g lad that it's g o i n g  to be corrected both for 
myself  and for the residents of M acdon a l d .  I can't  
relate whether  there's been any trag i c  accidents r ight  
at that part i cu la r  po in t  but  i t  is  a n  a rea where you m u st 
be very caref u l  w h e n  you approach H i g hway 16 from 
the V i l lage of M acdo n a l d .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: I wou ld  a s k  the  mem bers to wait 
u nt i l  you are recog n ized because we are record i n g  for 
H a n sard and  they are h av i n g  prob lems ident i fy i n g  the 
s peakers, so I wou ld ask that you wait  unt i l  you are 
ident i f ied . 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  t here is on ly  one  
poi n t  that  I wou ld  l i ke to ra i se. I t  doesn't rea l l y  m atter 
to m e  where we d iscuss the road program but we are 
rea l l y  not  at that i te m .  I t 's  a n other  reso lu t ion  way 
down in the Est i m ate Book. I f  i t 's your p referen ce to 
deal  with them now I h ave no o bject i o n ;  I j u st thought  
I ' d  make that observat i o n .  

MR. HYDE: M r. C h a i rman, I g u ess m aybe that's as far 
as I ' l l  go  at th is t i m e, but I d o  h ave a coup le  of others 
i tems that  I want to br i n g  forward to the  M i n i ster at a 
later date. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Assi n i bo ia .  

MR. NORDMAN: Thank  you,  M r. Cha i rman .  I a m  very 
p leased to see, o n  page 4, that the  g reat i m p rove
ments - base aspha l t  s u rface t reatment  - on the  
frontage road from St .  C h a rles St reet West i s  go ing  
forward.  I be l ieve i t  was started l ast year  but  i t  was not  
completed and I m ust com ment  that I 'm very p leased 
that th i s  i s  g o i n g  to be carr ied forward. 

Last fa l l  I d id  speak with  the prev ious  M i n ister, as 
well as w i th  the Deputy M i n ister, w i th  regard to the 
access to Aug ier  Ave n u e  off  the Per i m eter. I k n ow that  
th is  i s  a heav i ly  traff icked of the Peri m eter; I t h i n k  i t 's  
somet h i n g  l i ke 18, 000 cars by that  a rea in  a 24- h o u r  
period ,  but  i f  and  at o n e  p o i nt i n  t i m e  there w a s  c o n 
s iderat i o n  g i ven to c l os i n g  access to A u g ier com
p lete ly which wou l d  h ave d i verted a l l  the t raff ic  that 
enters i nto that part of St .  Charles ,  w o u l d  force them 
to enter  by way of Portage Ave n u e  and  that wou ld  be 
on ly  one  access i nto  a n  a rea of  about  470 homes, on ly  
one entrance and  o n e  exit  and in  event  that there 
wou l d  be an acc ident  o n  the  corner  of Portage and St. 

Charles Street, there wou l d  be act u a l ly n o  access to i t  
for  e mergency veh ic les .  Th i s  i s  what our  concern has 
bee n .  

N ow, I k n ow the C ity of W i n n i peg h a s  been t ry i n g  t o  
c o m e  u p  w i t h  an a l ternate entrance.  I chose to attend  
the i r com m u n ity com m i ttee meet i n g  here about two 
weeks ago and the access that they are tal k i n g  about 
isn ' t  part i cu lar ly v iab le I don ' t  be l ieve. The peop le  that 
own the  t ra i le r  park  there adjacent to the  Per i m eter, 
they wou ld  h ave to go a l l  the way through the whole  
area before they wou ld  arr ive at t h e i r  homes and the 
owners came with  Damas and S m ith  who they have 
h i red to consu l t  w i th  them and try to come up with a 
p roper  entrance and  ex i t .  My s u g g est i o n  has been 
that i t  be r ight tu rns  o n l y  a l lowed i nto that area. 

The one t h i n g  that m aybe the M i n ister and the Dep
uty M i n ister are not  aware of i s  the  fact t hat G lenda le  
Count ry C l u b  - th is  i s  m ost of the  people  that a re 
mem bers at G lenda le  C o u ntry C l u b  a n d  that is i n  the 
v i c i n ity anywhere from 450 to 600 m e mbers - m ost of 
them l ive in  the  R iver H e i g hts-Tuxedo area and th is  is  
the access that they use to the i r go l f  c lub and that 
wou l d  be add i t iona l  over and  a bove the  normal  f low of 
t raff ic  of the  res idents there t h at a l l  s u m mer l o n g  
these p e o p l e  a r e  i n  a n d  out  of t here at l east, w e l l ,  i t ' s  a 
heav i l y-used c l u b .  So I w o u l d  u rge  that you,  before 
the b u i l d i n g  season starts aga in ,  that we d o  reso lve 
that i n  and  out  of Aug ier .  

The Streets a n d  T ransportat ion  Department of the 
C ity of Wi n n i peg i s  w i l l i n g  to m eet w i th  the cons u l t i n g  
e n g i n eers a n d  t h e  H ighways Department i n  order t o  
he lp  reso lve i t .  

Rea l ly, that's a l l  I h a v e  o n  that u n less t here's some
t h i n g  that you  w o u l d  l i k e  to k n ow fu rther, but  I ' d  be 
w i l l i n g  to m eet w i th  the H i g hways Department and  
wou l d  encou rage Damas and  S m ith 's  i n put  o n  i t  
because t h i s  i s  someth i n g  that has to be resolved 
before the b u i l d i n g  season starts. 
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MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman,  I d o n 't k n ow t h e  t i m i n g  
o n  these t h i n gs, but  I d o  k n o w  t h at i s  part o f  t h e  
Damas study area a n d  part of the  recom mendat ions  
a re at l east i nvo lved there .  I d o n 't k n ow whether 
they ' re the same recom mendat ions as what I h ave 
heard here t o n i g ht, but  we wi l l  h ave to look at t h at 
who le  package.  I have to a d m i t  t h at I h ave n o  part icu
la r  k n owledge about  that part i c u l a r  a rea. I j ust have 
n ot had t ime to g o  t h roug h  i t  in that k i n d  of deta i l .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: T h e  M e m ber for G l adstone.  

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): T h a n k  
y o u ,  Mr .  Cha i rman, the concern I h ave i s  w i t h  the  
l i g ht i n g  at the  j u n ct i o n  of H i g h ways 34  a n d  No .  1 at  
Aust i n .  There have  been  several rea l l y  serious  acci
dents there and I have some concerns about that h ave 
been expressed to m e  by several  of m y  const i tuents i n  
that a rea. I was wonder ing  i f  you h ave any p lan  t o  p u t  
s o m e  l i g ht i n g  at that i n tersect ion?  

MR. USKIW: M y  Deputy a n d  I are compari n g  n otes 
on i t  - menta l  n otes - and i t  seems to me I reca l l  a 
d i scuss ion  o n  t h at very po i nt,  b u t  I d o n 't remem ber a 
dec i s i o n .  I t h i n k  we h ave a report o n  the  l ocat ion  a n d  
the  very q uest i o n  you ' re ra i s i n g  has  been d iscussed 
o r  recom mended on .  I j ust can't  rem e m ber  what hap-
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pened, whether we said yes or  n o  - ( l nterject i o n ) 

MRS. OLESON: Perhaps I can have an
· 
answer. 

MR. USKIW: The Deputy conf i rms  that h e  t h i n k s  t h at 
we have decided we c o u l d  put some l i g hts i n  there .  

MRS. OLESON: Put  some l ights? T h a n k  you . 

MR. USKIW: I k now I rec a l l  d i scuss i ng i t ,  but  I d o n 't 
remember h i s  pos i t ion  o n  i t .  

MRS. OLESON: A n other concern my const i tuency 
has i s  the Prov i n c i a l  Road N o .  352 which g oes south 
of No .  1 at S i d n ey.  T h at road i s  in  very poor  cond i t ion .  
The top of the  road  i t se l f  i s  be low the he ight  of the  
d i tches.  w h i c h  w i thout  too m u c h  i ma g i nat ion  can te l l  
you w h at happens when  t here i s  a severe s n ow sto r m .  
There's a great d i ff i c u lty w i t h  s c h o o l  vans a n d  j u st 
general  traff ic  on that road if we have any  amount  of 
s now in the w i nter .  I was wonder i n g  i f  there's a n y  
p lans  to redo that road? 

MR. USKIW: I t  l ooks  to me l i ke we h ave a sect ion  on 
352, but  i t 's  i m m ed i ately south of No. 16, there's 13. 2 
m i les shown o n  Page 21 for  s u rvey a n d  des i g n  work ,  
but  that 's f rom 16 south a n d  yours i s  from what poi nt  
d i d  you say? 

MRS. OLESON: From N o . 1 Highway south at S idney.  

MR. USKIW: O h  I see, you ' re south of No. 1 agai n .  N o ,  
we've got noth i n g  i n  the  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h a t ,  that I ' m  
aware o f ,  at the m oment  we haven't a n y .  

MRS. OLESON: I w o u l d  ask you to h a v e  a look  a t  that 
sect ion  for  the fu ture because it is i n  n eed of some 
work . 

MR. USKIW: J ust to conf i rm ,  that's to take off from 
34, i s  that i t?  From Hig hway 34? 

MRS. OLESON: N o ,  from No .  1. 

MR. USKIW: To Hig hway 34? 

MRS. OLESON: I t  runs  para l l e l  to 34. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I ' m  s u re that Hansard is hav i n g  d i f
f icu lty record i n g  th i s .  

MR. USKIW: I t ' s  a n  L-shaped s i tuat ion  here,  i t  comes 
south about  several m i les and  goes east to 34. 

MRS. OLESON: Yes,  I rea l ize that .  I t 's  the part i m me
d iately south of No. 1 that i s  the main prob lem.  

MR. USKIW: I ' l l  make a n ote of i t .  

MRS. OLESON: Also ,  Mr .  M i n ister ,  I 'd  l i ke to ask i f  
you  have  any  p l a n s  i n  locat i n g  a br idge at  e i ther  
Stockton or  Treesbank o n  the Ass i n i bo ine?  

MR. USKIW: There are n o  p lans  for th i s  year. I n  fact, I 
rea l l y  h ave exp ressed some negat ive o p i n ions  about  
the amount  of expend i tu re o n  a br idge at  that l oca-

t i o n .  That's n ot a def i n ite answer, but  it 's a n  i m p res
s ion  that the traff ic  flow there j ust raises the q uestion 
of whether we s h o u l d  spend that m u c h  money on a 
br idge ,  but  I haven't  c losed out the idea;  don 't get m e  
wro n g .  

I d o  reca l l  d i sc u ss i n g  i t  w i th  staff a n d  I w a s  n o t  
terr i b ly  i m p ressed w i t h  t h e  need f o r  i t  bas is  the t raff ic  
of the  a rea. You might  be ab le  to i m p ress me ,  b u t  at  
the moment I haven't been i m p ressed with the u rgency 
of that one .  

MRS. OLESON: Wel l ,  I ra ise i t  because, of course ,  i t ' s  
ra ised to me by the com m u n ity. There was a g reat 
deal of ta l k  a n d  there were some su rveys done  a ppar
ent ly .  Of course, that i m mediately sparks loca l  i nter
est a n d  the  q uest ion  is where. A g reat many  of the  
farmers in  the a rea are  concerned because they 
haven' t  got easy access to some of the i r l a n d ,  wh ich  i s  
o n  the  o t h e r  s ide  o f  the r iver .  Wel l ,  o f  c o u rse,  I w o u l d  
g o  a l o n g  w i th  the  fact that 's a p retty expensive w a y  to 
get the  m ac h i n ery ac ross,  but there isn ' t  a b r idge  
between B ra n d o n  and  the No .  5 as far as I a m  aware 
of.  So that is a l a rge area that is not serviced by a 
br idge .  

MR. USKIW: What I wou l d  l i ke to determ i n e  before 
we dec ide  on that eventua l l y  is the a l ternate routes 
that a re ava i l a b l e  that wou ld  reduce the need for a 
br idge if poss ib le ,  and  there, that's bei n g  do l l a r  con
sc ious  aga i n .  I f  i t  i sn 't poss ib le  to do i t  that way 
whether or n ot there i s  suff icient use to warrant that 
k i n d  of expe n d i t u re ,  and I ' m  not i m p ressed to t h i s  
po in t  there is .  Y o u  k n ow br idges a r e  terr ib ly  ex pen
s ive components and next to c loverleafs I t h i n k  
they ' re t h e  enemy of t h e  expans ion o f  m i les o f  road.  I n  
a n y  event we've n oted y o u r  com ments.  
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MRS. OLESON: T h a n k  you .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for T u rt le  M o u nta i n .  

MR. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  I h av e  a n u m b e r  o f  q u e s t i o n s  d e a l i n g  
- ( I nterject i o n ) -

MR. CHAIRMAN: I ' m  sorry, the Mem ber f o r  Assi n i 
boi a w a s  n e x t .  - ( I n ter ject i o n ) - O k a y ,  T u rt l e  
M o u n ta i n .  

MR. RANSOM: T h a n k  you,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  perhaps I ' l l  
p u t  these o n e  a t  a t i m e  and  l e t  t h e  M i n i ster res p o n d  t o  
t h e m .  C o u l d  he advise me what i s  t h e  state o f  p l a n n i n g  
w i t h  respect to re-construct i o n ,  t h e  re-a l i g n ment  of 
the br idge o n  346, across the Sour is  R i ver ,  n o rth of 
Margaret? 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  not aware of any p rogram i n  that 
area, M r. C h a i rm a n .  

MR. RANSOM: Wel l ,  I real ize that there's n oth i n g  
i n c l u ded b y  way o f  a construct ion  prog ram .  I ' m  
wonder i n g  a t  what stage it 's i n  i n  p lan n i n g  a n d  
des i g n ?  

MR. USKIW: F o r  a br idge or  f o r  a road? Wh ich  is  i t?  
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MR. RANSOM: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  it 's a br idge and a 
re-al i g n ment of the approaches.  

MR. USKIW: Oh, I t h i n k  I know,  we d iscussed t h at .  I 
k n ow there was some d i scuss ion  of i t ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
but  I bel i eve w e  deci ded to put  i t  o n  the she l f  for  t h e  
moment .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  then the n ext one 
would be at what stage i s  t h e  p l an n i ng for the re
s u rfac i n g  and strengthen i n g  of H i g h way 10, south  
from Boisseva i n ?  

MR. USKIW: I pres u me f r o m  t h at l i n e  of q uest i o n i n g  
t h at there i s  noth i n g  i n  the program,  i s  that i t ?  I f  i t 's  not 
in the  program obv ious ly  i t 's  n ot g o i n g  to happen t h i s  
year, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. RANSOM: Wel l ,  I know t h at i t 's  not  go ing  to  
happen t h i s  year, M r. Cha i rman .  What I 'm ask i n g  
about i s ,  a t  what stage i s  i t?  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  a l l  r ight ,  the  m e m ber  i s  ask i n g  
w h at stage, w h i c h  i m p l ies t h at t here's some cont i n ua
t i o n  o r  some program u nder  way. I ' m  told there i s  no 
program u nder  way at the m o m e nt. I t 's  rea l l y  a q u es
t ion  of pr ior izat ion .  

A l l  r i gh t ,  Page 16 - I 'm to ld  to look  o n  Page 16 .  O h ,  
there's 15 .8 m i les .  I f  you ' re ta l k i n g  about t h e  U . S .  
B o rder s o u t h  l i m i t  of Bo issevai n o f  g rade wide n i ng 
and  s h o u lder  g ravel and a struct u re.  

MR. RANSOM: I ' m  sorry,  M r. Cha i rman ,  that's the 
one  that I 'm referr i n g  to.  

MR. USKIW: O kay, that 's where it 's at anyway. 

MR. RANSOM: F u rther then, i s  there somet h i n g  w h i c h  
I m a y  h ave m i ssed here o n  No .  3 f r o m  1 0  to 18. 

MR. USKIW: Wou l d  the  m e m ber g i ve me t h e  locat i o n  
agai n ?  

MR. RANSOM: O n  No .  3 H i g h way from 1 0  to 18. 

MR. USKIW: I d o n 't see anyt h i n g  i n  that area, M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. RANSOM: Was t here some prel i m i nary p lan n i n g  
i n  p rocess f o r  t h e  resu rfac i n g  o r  strengthen i n g  o f  t h at 
stretch?  

MR. USKIW: I j u st want a moment  to take  a look  o n  
the map .  There a r e  n o  notes o n  i t , M r. C h a i rman .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  I was  u n der  t h e  
i m p ress i o n  that t he re h a d  b e e n  a t  least some prel i m i
nary work done  o n  that because K i l l a rney doesn 't 
h ave, when the  restr ict ions a re o n ,  access by h i g h way 
that a l lows for t h e  350 pound  restr ict ion and the 
strengthen i n g  of t h at h i g hway wou ld  be the  m ost l og
ical  way to prov ide  t h at service to K i l larney.  

MR. USKIW: The p roject that we h ave i n  t h at area is  
rea l l y  3 a n d  18 w h i c h  is  12.1 m i les and .6 m i les .  U . S .  
border n o rth-j u nct ion  P T H  3 ,  that's a Bas i n  A S T  p ro-
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ject .  I t  takes us from t h e  border  t o  K i l l arney, that 's 
r i g h t ,  and you ' re ta l k i n g  about  the stretch from K i l l ar
ney across to N o .  1 O. N o ,  we h ave noth i n g  there at t h e  
moment .  

MR. RANSOM: T h e n ,  what about  o n  PR 253 west 
fro m  G lenora,  I t h i n k  t here is a stretch of about 5 m i les 
there that the people h ave been p ress i n g  for  some 
s u rface work  to be done ,  i s  that anywhere in  the  l i st for  
pr iorizat ion  in  future years? 

MR. USKIW: From w h at i s  the l ocat ion  agai n ?  

MR. RANSOM: West from G lenora.  

MR. USKIW: I wonder i f  the  mem ber m i g h t  g ive us 
some d i rect ion  as to locat i o n ,  w h i c h  town i s  i t  nearest 
to. I ' m  t ry i n g  to f i n d  it on t h e  m a p  and  I can't  f i n d  it. I 
have fou n d  i t ,  t h at 's stra ight  south of Spruce Woods 
Prov i nc ia l  Park.  

MR. RANSOM: Wel l ,  Mr.  C h a i r m a n ,  I 've one  other 
q u est ion  and perhaps the  staff can check that to see i f  
there i s  a n y  reference i n  the i r f i l es to any work bei n g  
p l a n ned there.  Perhaps t h i s  i sn 't exact ly  the r ight  
p l ace to raise th is  but  I 'm hop ing the M i n i ster w i l l  dea l  
w i th  i t .  T here i s  a q uest ion  of l i g hts bei n g  put  o n  the 
rai lway cross i n g  of N o .  5 H i g hway at Cartwr ight .  The 
loca l  c o u n c i l s  there fee l  that t h i s  i s  a part i c u lar ly  dan
gerous cross i n g  espec ia l ly  when bei ng approached 
from t h e  n o rt h  and  I ' m  wonder i n g  if the  M i n ister is at 
a l l  fam i l i ar  w i th  t h at prob lem if he has had any d i scus
s i o n  respecti n g  i t .  

MR. USKIW: My advice i s  that we don 't have any 
k n ow l edge of i t ,  a l tho u g h ,  i t 's poss ib le  our  t raff ic  
e n g i n eer  m i g ht but  we're not  aware of any s u gges
t ions  regard i n g  it .  

MR. RANSOM: I wonder i f  the M i n i ster, M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  w o u l d  i n q u i re about that prob lem.  I u nderstand 
t here has  been some assessment  of the  traff ic  t here 
a n d  I k n ow t h at t here was some l oca l  concern that 
because at l east o n e  of the traff ic  s u rveys was done i n  
t h e  m id d l e  o f  J a n u ary that t h e  cou n c i l s  felt  that i t  was 
rather  a bad t ime  to assess the traff ic  f low when it 's 
m id-s u m me r  espec i a l l y  when traff ic  i s  h eaviest there 
because there is q u ite a lot of tou rist t raff ic  that comes 
fro m  the  south.  S o  I ' d  apprec iate i f  the M i n i ster cou ld  
look  i nto t h at and  advise me of what the status of that 
req u est wou l d  be. 

MR. USKIW: We've taken a n ote of t h at ,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  w h atever q u esti o n s  are u n answered here we w i l l  
g e t  b a c k  to  the mem bers l ater o n  w h e n  we h ave 
der ived the i nformat ion .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member  for  Pem b ina .  

MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
j u st a coup le  of q u est ions  on a n u m ber  of projects t h at 
are i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  des i g n  stage. F i rst of a l l ,  o n  
t h e  Head i n g l ey H i ghway stretch .  H a s  t h e  Department  
of Defe n ce rep l i ed to a req uest we made to them 
about  some l a n d  o n  the  south end of that ,  I ass u m e  it 's 
a com m u n icat ions  tower, property? H ave they rep l ied 
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formal ly  on that yet? 

MR. USKIW: I a m  n ot aware of any correspondence, 
Mr .  Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: I t h i n k  i f  m y  m e m o ry serves me cor
rect that was one of the t h i n g s  that the  D i rector of 
P lan n i n g  and Des i g n  was going to check out, he was 
m a k i n g  an i n q u i ry of CPR a n d  he  was also m a k i n g  an 
i n q u i ry of the Department  of N at iona l  Defence to see. 
I wonder i f  the Mi n i ster m i g h t  be ab le  to fo l low that u p. 
That 's i nvolved wi th  that a l ternate route w h i c h  a l l  of 
us  had some prob lems w i th .  

MR. USKIW: Yes, apparent ly there was  some i n q u i ry 
but  we don't h ave the  res u l ts  of it to date.  We' l l  take 
that q u est ion u nder advisement .  

MR. ORCHARD: T h a n k  you,  M r. C h a i rman ,  another  
q u est ion  a lso ,  i f  I reca l l  the  p l a n n i n g  rat iona le  for 
going off  locat ion  i t  was someth i ng a l o n g  the l i nes 
that q u ite l i ke ly  the CTC ( C a n a d i a n  Transport Com
m i ss ion )  would not approve the  w iden i n g  of the cross
i n g ,  the level c ross i n g ,  on the CPR trac ks at Head i ng
ley and we made some i n q u i r ies  as to f ind out  whether 
C P R  bel ieved the i r  t ra i n  f req uency would i nc rease 
d ramat ica l l y  in the n ext, say 1 O years or so, and they 
i nd i cated to my k nowledge that it wasn't  g o i n g  to 
i n c rease dramat ica l l y .  I t h i n k, once aga i n  my memory 
m ay n ot be correct, but  I b e l i eve t he re was to be, o n ce 
aga in ,  by p l a n n i n g  a n d  d es i g n  a fo l low- u p  to see i f  
CTC m i g ht approve level c ross i n g  i mprovements, 
w h i c h  wou l d  a l l ow us to stay on in the ex ist i ng  l oca
t i o n .  Do you k now whether those i n q u i r ies have been 
made and the any resu lts f rom them? 

MR. USKIW: I a m  adv ised that we a re expect i n g  an 
answer  a l m ost any day o n  that, but  we h aven't g ot i t  
yet. 

MR. ORCHARD: T h a n k  you, M r. Cha i rman,  j u st one 
q uest ion,  the  prob lem was presented to m e  of rema in
i n g  o n  locat ion  was the  p h ys i ca l  t raff ic  separat ion  on 
the exist i n g  l anes .  And  we've g ot those concrete bar
r iers on certa i n  sect ions  of the  south Per i meter. After 
a w in ter's exper ience, w o u l d  the M i n i ster t h i n k  that 
m ight  be an a lternat ive to be cons i dered o n  that Head
i n g ley stretch ?  

MR. USKIW: W e l l ,  I d on ' t  h ave a report o n  what d i d  
occ u r  th i s  w i nter, a l tho u g h  i t ' s  been a very l i g h t  w i nter 
in terms of snowfa l l .  So i t 's not  the best year to use as 
a barometer, so to speak,  t h at's the very q u est i o n  I 
raised when I fou n d  out  t h at we had such  structu res 
b u i l t .  What is g o i n g  to happen with  w i nter snow and 
so on,  I don ' t  know i f  there is  a n  answer to that or  
whether we can determ i n e  i t  at  th i s  po int  i n  t i me.  

MR. ORCHARD: A general  q uest ion  o n  the p lan n i ng 
of, part i c u lar ly, prov i n c i a l  roads and  the i r  upgrad i n g .  
I s  t h e  M i n ister conte m p l at i n g  a n y  change i n  t h e  stan
dards to w h i c h  prov i n c i a l  roads a re u p g raded in r ig ht
of-way req u i rements that have been u nder d iscuss ion 
for var ious g roups for a n u m ber of years? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I t h i n k  I tr ied to i m p ress the corn-

m i ttee ear l i e r  o n  w i th  a statement that, for th is  year I 
u ndertook that there was no t ime to look at po l icy 
areas and  that we're g o i n g  to proceed wi th  a road 
program w h i c h  was part way in the m a k i n g  when we 
assu med respon s i b i l ity and that the pol icy d iscus
s ions  for the department w i l l  take p lace between ses
s ions  for the next year. That's essent ia l ly  what I am 
d o i ng;  I real ly have n ot had the t i m e  to spend on a 
g reat deal of po l icy discuss i o n .  

MR. ORCHARD: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r .  Cha i rman .  We' l l  
l o o k  forward to hear i n g  t h e  M i n ister's views on that 
this t ime next year, I g uess. 

Cou l d  the M i n i ster i n d i cate i f  the Dau p h i n  by-pass 
is  proceed i n g .  My reco l lect ion  is  that we were g o i n g  
to do a truck-traff ic  c o u n t  to s e e  how many trucks 
m ight potent ia l l y  use a by-pass i f  i t  was i n  p lace. Does 
the M i n ister k n ow whether that traff ic  count  was suc
cessf u l ly comp leted at the scale i n  Dau p h i n  and  
whether the resu lts i n d icate a need  for a by-pass i n  
Dauph i n ?  

MR. USKIW: M r .  C h a i rman,  I don ' t  k n o w  what a t raf
f i c cou nt wou ld  do but my v isua l  exper ience was that 
t here o u g h t  to h ave been one  years ago .  Anyone tra
ve l l i n g  t h ro u g h  on No. 5 wou l d  appreciate the p rob
lem of gett i n g  t h r o u g h  town and back o n  to the ma i n 
of the h i g hway at the  other end .  The conf igu rat ion  of 
streets that one m ust use, and jogs, and so on,  r ight  
t h ro ug h  the  ma in  t raff ic  f low i s  such  that I don ' t  
bel i eve we even need a study to c o n c l u de that there 
ought  to be a by-pass. The l atest o n  it ,  however, is that 
I bel ieve there i s  s h a p i n g  u p  a consensus between the 
r u ra l  people and the Town of Dau p h i n  o n  locat i o n .  
That deve lopment  i s  q u ite recent and  i f  t here i s  that 
k i n d  of consensus I ' d  be i n c l i ned to m ove as q u ick ly  
as one  can move towards acco m p l i s h i n g  that project. 
But we have yet to hear some of the people make t h e i r  
v iews k n own to u s .  

MR. ORCHARD: I s  that consensus o n  l ocat ion  con
s istent  w i th  the  r ig ht-of-way that been acq u i red for 
about  10 years n ow, that we've owned for about  10 
years? 
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MR. USKIW: I gather  there's a new consensus shap
i ng u p, between the town and the R M  and other i nter
ested peop le  w h i c h  cou ld  mean a trade-off of some 
propert ies .  I t h i n k  the p roperties that we wou ld  u se 
are owned by the  same person from w h o m  we've 
expropr iated the ex ist i ng  r ig ht-of-way so i t  probably 
wou l d  not be d i ff i c u l t  to trade off  acre for acre, so to 
speak.  But I was g iven to u nderstand about a week 
ago that there's g o i n g  to be sort of s i n g le m i ndedness 
on l ocat ion  there before very long  as between the 
town and other i nterested g ro u ps .  

MR-. ORCHARD: That new locat ion ,  a t  one t i m e, 
bel i eve the  R eeve of the R M  of D a u p h i n ,  had env is i 
oned a by-pass w h i c h  wou ld  bas ica l ly  be an exten
sion of No. 5 stra i g h t  west to i ntersect with PR 274. Is 
that the k i n d  of consensus that's fast approac h i n g ?  

MR. USKIW: N o, I 've seen the  proposal  but  t h a t  is  not 
the c u rrent  consensus that seems to be deve lop i n g .  
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MR. ORCHARD: That is  a very i nterest i n g  develop
ment of consensus .  I ' l l  look  forward to see ing  that .  I 
not ice there is noth i n g  i n  the budget th i s  year for - by 
the way, I ass u me the M i n i ster is g o i n g  to try and  
make a n  even-Steven swap and  use h i s  best negot iat
i n g  a b i l i ty.  

MR. USKIW: The deve lopments there are of such a 
nature and  the stage that they came after t h i s  program 
was put  in p lace, so rea l l y  I 've had n o  oppo rt u n i ty to 
reflect that in t h i s  program that t here i s  g o i n g  to be a 
change .  

MR. ORCHARD: W h i lst I had the opportu n ity of  
do ing some t ravel l i n g  in  the  cou ntry we met w i th  
off ic ia ls, and I forget w h i c h  R M  i t  is ,  but  we met  wi th  
them to ta lk  about  PR 354 which goes nort h  f rom 
Strathc la i r  through the L itt le Saskatchewan R iver Va l
ley a n d  there's been a longsta n d i n g  p lan  there .  I 
g u ess t h i s  m u st go back s i x  or seven years. There was 
a des i g n  that was p roposed to g o  through the Litt le 
Saskatchewan Val l ey there and I t h i n k, leg i t i m ately, 
the  R M  o bjected to the p lan  because it was str i k i n g  
out  a n e w  road and g o i n g  t o  t a k e  u p, i f  I recal l  cor
rectly, about  two m i les of new road construct ion  
across some p retty good farm land .  

I th i nk  i t  was  d u ri n g  the  s u m mer of l ast year  I had 
t h e  opport u n ity to take a look ,  f i rsthand,  at that a rea, 
a n d  I t h i n k  we came up w i th  a fa i rly  reasonab le  a l te r
nat ive that the  R eeve of the  R M  thought  wou ld  work 
out  q u ite wel l .  I t  i nvo lved us ing a l ot of the exist i n g  
route a n d  then stri k i n g  o ut, i f  I c a n  b e  approx i m ate i n  
t h e  a rea, a t  a po in t  approx i mately where t h e  P R  354 
went west th rough  the va l ley and  u p  the  va l ley to 
make a f u rther  tu rn back south .  The proposal was to 
go  up a s m a l l  cou lee and across the  f ie ld and the  path 
across the  f ie ld wou l d  go  th rough  a s l o u g h  w h i c h  i s n 't 
bei n g  farmed.  The who le  proposal  took a lot l ess l a n d ;  
i t  l ooked l i ke i t  wou l d  stra i g hten out  some of the  
cu rves i n  the va l ley; i t  seemed l i ke a p retty log ica l  p lan  
and  I know I had i n d i cated to P lan n i n g  and Des i g n  to  
h ave a look  a t  i t ,  su rvey i t ,  and see  i f  they  cou ld n't  get 
o n  with f i n a l i zed p lans  so that construct ion cou l d  take 
p l ace because the road did need to be u p g raded.  
Wou l d  the M i n i ster know i f  there's a cu rrent status  on 
that proposal  that  was made to P l a n n i n g  and  Des i g n ?  

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman,  I k n ow that there h ave 
been d iscuss ions. I also k now that there i s  some nega
tive response to some of the proposals that were put  
forward but  I rea l l y  can ' t  co m ment  on i t .  I don 't t h i n k  
there's anyt h i n g  i n  t h e  program here.  T h e  locat i o n  
q uest ion  is  n o t  yet resolved.  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you,  M r. Cha i rman .  I wonder  
if  the M i n ister m i g ht make a n  i n q u i ry, a rout ine  i n q u i ry 
as to t h e  statu s  of that a n d  poss i b l y  report bac k .  I t  
doesn't h ave t o  b e  wh i lst these Est imates are o n ,  but  
at  a l ater date, because I rea l l y  t h i n k  sort of the  com
promise pos i t ion  that  I had suggested by l etter to the  
department  wou l d  resolve a lot of the concerns t h at 
everybody had on it and g ive them a pretty safe road . 

On PTH 75 south and the project of the twi n n i ng ,  
there was  some concerns ident i f ied and a n  a l ternate 
plan was, in fact,  reviewed by P l a n n i n g  and Desig n .  
Has t h e  f i n a l  p l a n  been accepted b y  t h e  M i n ister to 

take 75 down to Ste. Agathe, that l ast s ix, seven m i l e  
leg, i s  the p l a n  f ina l ized for that? 

MR. USKIW: N o, that part icu lar  a rea, we h ave n ot.  I ,  
q u ite fra n k ly,  h aven't seen the p l a n .  We are p roceed
i n g  with the twi n n i n g  of 75, I bel ieve, up to St.  Ado lphe 
o n  the  f i rst leg and I g u ess that's what is  reflected in  
t h i s  p ro g ra m . There's n o  m i leage o n  here .  Yes ,  we're 
g o i n g  ahead with that 4.7 m i les.  

MR. ORCHARD: I don't  t h i n k  that i s  q u ite the a rea. 

MR. USKIW: N o, I k n ow it  is  the next leg .  

MR. ORCHARD: R i g ht, and i t  i nvolves the C K Y  tower, 
the  te lev is ion  towers t here. I t h i n k  the  d es i g n  they 
were tak i n g  a look at was to go to the  west s ide of the 
towers wi th  the south-bo u n d  lanes and  I j u st won
dered i f  that p lan  had been d rawn and any  costs 
p u l led together o n  it? 

MR. USKIW: N o, the dec is ion  that we took was that 
we were go i n g  to l i m it our d iscuss ions g iven the t i m e  
f ra m e  we were work i n g  i n  o n  the f i rst leg  of  the  75 
p roject, and that once we c lear away t h i s  p a rt of o u r  
resp o n s i b i l i ty w e  w i l l  h ave more t i m e  l ater to deve lop  
the  n ext th rust and  that ' l l  be between now and the 
next year's program o r  before the n ext year's program 
is  f i n a l ized. 

MR. ORCHARD: Were some of the access prob lems 
o n  - l i ke var ious  farmers had concerns over  the  spac
i n g  of accesses, I bel i eve from the serv i ce road to the  
h i g h way lanes - there were some fa i rly  l eg i t i m ate 
concerns .  Does the M i n ister k n ow whether  those 
were resolved to the satisfact ion  of the  l a n d owners? 
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MR. USKIW: I h ave to a d m i t  I h ave no awaren ess of 
t h ose concerns, w hatever, M r. C h a i r m a n .  

MR. ORCHARD: I f  I c o u l d  j ust offer some adv ice, I 
t h i n k  some of those concerns a re p retty leg i t i m ate, 
and i f  the M i n ister c o u l d  f i nd  some t i m e  in the next 
l i t t le  w h i l e  and see i f  they cou ld  be reso lved,  I t h i n k  
they were leg i t i mate.  I n  the  twi n n i n g  of T r a n s  Canada 
has  a des ign  been ach ieved for the Oak  Lake a rea and 
the Town of Oak Lake o n  Trans Canada .  

MR. USKIW: N o, not yet, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: There has been a longsta n d i n g  
study  of the t raff ic  needs between the t w o  com m u n i
t ies of M o rden and W i n k le r  and a four- lane des i g n  
w a s  i n  the  draft i n g  stages, I s u ppose, for  better than 
two years .  Cou ld  the M i n i ster i n d icate whether  there 
has been a p l a n  f i n a l ized on the so-cal led M o rden
W i n k ler  corridor? 

MR. USKIW: N o, I h ave n ot seen that p lan yet, M r. 
C h a i rman ,  

MR. ORCHARD: I wonder i f  the M i n i ster m i g ht be 
ab le to prov ide  me at a l ater d ate the  stat u s  on i t ,  
how c l ose  i t  i s  to c o m p l et i o n .  I h ave a c e rta i n  
a m o u n t  o f  i nterest that a n d  wou l d n 't m i n d  s itti n g  
down wi th  the M i n ister a n d  tak i n g  a look  a t  t h e  p lan  
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with h i m  when it's ava i l ab le .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Cha irman,  I don 't k n ow when i t  
w i l l  be avai lab le ,  I pres u m e  it 's someth i n g  that 's  been 
worked o n ,  but  I have n o  hes i tat io n ,  n o  problem with 
that. 

MR. ORCHARD: The M i n i ster w i l l  f i n d  on f i l e  l etters 
from a n u m ber of com m u n it ies in the general  a rea of 
W i n k ler say to A l tona and  the R M 's i n volved there,  of 
R h i ne land and Morr ison ,  and the i r concern was an 
a l ternate north-south road in the  v i c i n ity say of 336 or 
thereabouts ,  w h i c h  wou l d  help to prov ide poss i b l y  a 
reasonab le  a l ternat ive to twi n n i n g  75 h i g h way,  for  
i n stance,  south of M orr is .  I t  was j u st in  the  ear ly con
cept  stage,  there was n o  p l a n n i n g  a n d  des i g n  even 
cons idered when  I had that respo n s i b i l i ty ,  but  I t h i n k  
t h e  genera l  concept was a reasonably  good one 
because often t i mes 75 Hi g h way can  be f looded out  
a n d  cause  a fa i rly  m ajor  d i vers ion  of traffic th rough  
Carman to get  i nto the W i n k ler- P l u m  C o u l ee ,  and  
A l tona a reas. Wou l d  i t  be the M i n i ster's i ntent to  
p u rsue  prel i m i nary des i g n  t h i s  year  o r  n ext year on 
that a l ternate n o rth-south road concept? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I d id receive some 
de legat ions  on that  one .  I can u n derstan d  the th rust 
beh i n d  what they are say i n g .  They a re m a k i n g  the 
arguement that the traff i c  f low o n  75 wou l d  be s u b
stant ia l l y  red u ced a n d  so o n .  I ' m  n ot s u re that I tota l l y  
ag ree w i t h  the  vo l u me of red uct ion  they a r e  ta l k i n g  
about .  

Second ly ,  No.  75 is ,  i n deed , the m a i n  route i nto the 
U n ited States and  I d on't t h i n k  that any  other  approach 
i s  g o i n g  to a l ter  that fact .  I 'm i nc l i ned to t h i n k  t hat 75 
s h o u l d  have the  pr iority o n  twi n n i n g .  That's a n  i ntu i 
t i ve  pos i t ion  o n  my part .  I don ' t  know how many h i g h
ways we can b u i l d  s ide  by s i d e  that req u i re the ton
nage capac ity that i s  needed for  that part i cu la r  traff i c  
a rea. There a r e  t remendous tonnages o f  product that 
is m oved from that area i nto Wi n n i peg v ia  75, w h i c h  
w o u l d  t h e n  move v ia  N o .  3 0  t h ro u g h  to No .  3 and  i nto 
W i n n i peg.  

We've u p g raded a n u m be r  of key h i g hways in M a n i 
t o b a  to h i g he r  l oad l i m i ts ,  but  i f  you ' re g o i n g  to b u i l d  
n e w  roads or  re-construct n e w  roads a n d  h ave those 
h i g h  l i m its ava i lab le  on those roads i t  means you've 
got to spend a n  awf u l  l ot of m oney per  m i le .  T h at's a 
t rade-off, because the other opt io n  i s  to make those 
few extra m i les and use the ex ist i n g  road .  Now i f  
you ' re say i n g  forget about twi n n i n g  75 and  g ive us  a 
road to No .  3, that's fa ir ,  I ' m  not s u re if it 's the r ight  
dec is ion but  then maybe you're ta l k i n g  about  the 
same do l lar  rather  than  add i t iona l  d o l lars ,  but  i t  
i ndeed i nvo lves a trade-off. 

MR. ORCHARD: I note in the p lan n i n g  and des i g n  the 
extra lanes for the by-pass aro u n d  Brandon are, I 
t h i n k ,  i n  s u rvey and des i g n .  That w i l l  i n c l ude a n other  
cross i n g  br idge over  the Ass i n i bo i ne? 

MR. USKIW: That's the west end of B ra nd o n ,  yes it 
wou ld  i nvolve another br idge .  

MR. ORCHARD: I s  that p l a n n i n g  a n d  des i g n  i n c l u 
s i o n  a res u lt of the B r a n d o n  area t raff i c  stud ies .  I s  that 
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one of the recommendat ions that were f i na l l y  made 
out  of that Brandon area traff ic  study that we c o m m is
s ioned a couple of years back .  

MR. USKIW: I wou ld  tend to th ink  t h at i t ' s  i ndepen
dent  of that study a l though  i t  m aybe coi nc i dental ly  
ident ica l .  I don 't k n ow i f  i t  i s  ident ica l . I don ' t  have any 
idea as to what the U nderwood McCle l lan  Study was 
say i n g .  No, i t 's not part of the study,  apparent ly ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: One project that's very near and 
dear to my heart that I d i scussed w i th  the M i n ister of  
N at u ra l  Resou rces br ief ly  was complet ion of g rad i n g  
o n  P R  240 w h i c h  is  south of 2 3  H ighway. They're 
g rad i n g  about ,  I bel i eve 11 m i les o r  12 m i les ,  w h i c h  
w i l l  be comp l eted o n  a contract l et l ast year.  The last 
two m i les approx i m ately,  which are i m mediately south 
of 23 H ighway, go  t h ro u g h  a fa i rly  deep rav i n e  w h i c h  
i s  actua l ly  the headwaters of the Tobacco C reek and i t  
occu rred to the Reeve that w h i lst  we're u p g rad i n g  that 
road it m i g h t  be an ideal  t ime  to u n d e rtake a p roject 
s i m i lar  to a p roject u ndertaken in N o rth  Dakota ca l led  
- I bel ieve i t ' s  ca l led the Snake R i ver  p roject - and 
bas ica l ly  i t  was ,  when you ' re construct i n g  the road ,  
make i t  a h igh  enough  grade that you cou ld  back  up  
some of that spr i ng  run-off water beh i n d  the road for a 
month  or a m onth-and-a-ha l f  i n  the  s p r i n g  a n d  l et i t  
t r ick le  away s lowly rather  than take a g reat gush  down 
i nto the  f lat lands and  cause f lood i n g  problems down 
there. 

I t h i n k  the department  has been work i n g  over the 
past w i nter with Nat u ra l  Resou rces, and N at u ra l  
Resou rces has come u p  with I bel i eve a roadway 
he ight  w h i c h  wou l d  g ive some 2 ,000-acre feed of 
storage beh i n d  it. Conceptua l ly  it 's a n  ent i rely new 
and d i fferent concept from what the department  has 
been dea l i n g  w i th  over the past n u m ber  of years and I 
t h o u g ht it was q u ite an u n iq u e  opport u n ity to com
bine road constructi o n  f u n d i n g  wi th  some f lood p ro
tect ion .  I g uess my quest ion  to the M i n ister is, is that a 
k i n d  of a p r i n c i p l e  and  a concept that he wou l d  want 
to p u rsue f u rther o r  wi l l  the concept sort of d ie a 
n at u ra l  death and not be a test case for that k i n d  of 
road construct ion  p roject? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  the m e m ber i s  ask i n g  
whether  or  not t h e  Hig h ways Department  c a n  work 
wi th  the  Dra inage Department ,  I wou l d  have to say 
that I don 't see any reason why that cou l dn't  take 
p lace. But  i t  rea l l y  is  a m atter for Water Resou rces as I 
wo u l d  see it to determ i ne the des i ra b i l ity of such  an 
arran gement  as o pposed to be i n g  a m atter for the  
Department of Hig hways to be concerned about .  

MR. ORCHARD: I t 's  the  k ind of p roject that tends to 
get bounced with  one department  sayi n g  it 's the other  
department's m a i n  respons i b i l i ty.  That's why I g u ess 
the M i n ister of N atura l  Resou rces, some months ago,  
and  mysel f  d id take a look at i t  and thought  that i t  
made a n  idea l  test p roject because I th ink  it m ight  we l l  
h ave a p p l i cat i o n  for  i n stance i n  the D u c k  M o u nta i n s ,  
maybe even i n  the  R i d i n g  M o u nta i n  watersheds i n  the  
Dau p h i n  area, where they have f lood i n g  prob lems 
a n d  from t i m e  to t i m e  we do reconstruct roads .  I n  th is  
part i cu la r  case, there's no lack  of m ater ia l  because 
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there's a major cut that c o u l d  be made th rough  a -
wel l ,  they ca l l  it a hogsback - and con ceptu a l l y  I 
t h i n k  it has gone  as far as it can probably go wi th  the  
two departments stu d y i n g  i t. I g u ess what  i t  wou l d  
need n o w  i s  probab ly  a M i n i ster ia l  dec is ion  a s  to 
whether i t  shou ld  proceed as a test project. 

I know the M i n ister of Natu ral Resou rces h as some 
i nterest i n  water  conservat ion  and  I 'm s u re t h i s  M i n is
ter d oes too and I ' d  l i ke to work with them. I certa i n l y  
d o n 't expect an  answer ton i g ht,  but  I 'd l i ke to work 
with them o n  that concept because I t h i n k  i t  h as some 
p retty val u a b le, downstream a p p l i cat ions. I t's  basi
cal l y  patterned o n  a reservoi r  sty le  that was develo p
ed i n  Nort h  Dakota, i n  what t h ey ca l l  the Snake R i ver 
a rea, w here they set u p  about  e ight or  n i n e  s m a l l  
ho l d i n g  dams i n  the escarpment, Pem b i n a  escarp
ment. They've been very successfu l  in s helter i ng ,  I 
bel i eve it 's the Town of Caval ier, from f lash f lood i n g  i n  
the s p r i n g  a n d  i t  was that sort o f  concept that w e  were 
work i n g  o n  c u rrent ly in the same area. 

I m i g ht j ust add to the M i n ister that cu rrent ly  in t h e  
same area PFRA a l o n g  wi th  a representative from 
Water Resou rces i s  look i n g  at about e ight  o r  n i n e  
a l ternate s i tes i n  d i fferent rav i nes i n  t h e  genera l  a rea 
on t h e  Tobacco C reek to try and deve lop  a total reten
t ion p roject and in th is road, q u ite fra n k ly, p resents 
one of the areas of h i g hest potent ia l  for water reten
t ion beh i n d  a road-dam com b i ned struct u re. So I ' d  
l i ke to t a k e  t h i s  opport u n ity j u st to m e n t i o n  i t  to t h e  
M i n ister and  to maybe s i t  down wi th  h i m  i n  t h e  n e a r  
futu re and d i scuss i t  fu rt her. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman,  if stu d ies l i ke that h ave 
been u ndertaken,  we w i l l  certa i n l y  be i nterested to 
know what the res u lts of those stu d i es are o r  to at 
l east f i n d  out  at what stage they are at. I don' t  have any 
part i c u l ar k n owledge of the existence of road stu d i es 
at t h e  m o ment, b u t  w i l l  be g l ad to take a look  at t h at. 

MR. ORCHARD: T h ose are al l  the q u esti o n s  I have, 
M r. Cha i rman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, it 's 3. (a)  Salar ies-pass; 3. (b)  
Other Expend i tu res-pass. 

R eso l ut ion  No. 82 - Resolved that t here be g ranted 
to Her M ajesty a sum not exceed i n g  $1,641,900 for 
H i g h ways and Transportat ion for P l a n n i n g  and Des i g n  
for  the  f i sca l  y e a r  e n d i n g  3 1  st day of M a r c h ,  
1983-pass. 

Go o n  to 4. Ma i ntenance - H ig h ways and A i rports, 
4.(a )  M a i ntenance P rog ram - the M e m ber  for  
Pem b i n a. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman,  j ust a q u est ion to the  
M i n ister o n  h ow c l ose was  the b udget for  l ast year  o n  
to be i n g  total ly expended o n  both ma i ntenance, s n ow 
removal  and ice control. 

MR. USKIW: With i n  a ha l f-a- m i l l i o n  d o l l ars,  M r. 
C h a i rman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Which  way? 

MR. USKIW: With i n  the est i mate. - ( l nterject i o n ) 
O h ,  yes, you m u st rem e m ber  t h at w e  w o n ' t  h ave t h e  
f i n a l  f i g u re f o r  a w h i l e  yet. 
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MR. ORCHARD: I apprec iate that, Mr .  Cha i rman,  so 
that i t  looks l i ke there cou ld  be rou g h l y  a hal f-a
m i l l i o n  d o l lars . . . 

MR. USKIW: Pretty c lose. 

MR. ORCHARD: ... u nder in the est i mate. Is the 
maj ority of that sav i n g  resu l t i ng  from the rather  l i g ht 
s nowfa l l  t h i s  w i nter that snow removal was not a 
maj o r  issue? 

MR. USKIW: That a ppears to be the  case,  M r. C h a i r
man ,  yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: Is the M i n i ster p l an n i ng any red uc
t ion in the  Ma i ntenance Program in any areas? 

MR. USKIW: No, I ' m  not aware of any. 

MR. ORCHARD: T here w i l l  be the same g ravel stan
dards o n  PRs, the same b lad ing  standards, the service 
l evel  i s  - the i ntent ion  i s  - to leave i t  at the same 
leve l ?  

MR. U.SKIW: What i s  represented i n  these Est i m ates 
is an i n c rease of j u st u nder  $7 m i l l i o n  w h i c h  i s  the 
i nf lat ion  factor  that we're attac h i n g  related in  part icu
la r  to the  e nergy components in  the  M a i ntenance 
Prog ram. The prog ram has not  been red u ced or  
a l tered in  any way .  Agai n ,  I refer to the statement  that I 
made ear l i er, and that is that po l i cy dec is i o n s  i n  the i r  
tota l ity h ave rea l l y  not been  l oo ked at ;  that i s  some
t h i n g  for another  t i me. We have n ot tam pered wi th  the 
ex ist i n g  p rog ram in  one  way or  another as i t  relates to 
pol i cy. 

MR. ORCHARD: Does t h e  M i n i ster view t h e  pol icy on 
Ma i ntenance to be one t h at needs review o r  is the 
pol i cy that I s u ppose has been there for a n u m ber  of  
years deemed satisfactory? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  I don't h ave a personal  
k nowledge of prov inc ia l  roads t h roughout  the  whole  
p rov i n ce. I k now i f  I travel prov i n cia l  roads in  my own 
area, I never  am satisf ied wi th  the cond i t ion of those 
roads. So, i nt u i t ively, I w o u l d  say that one can n ever 
spend e n o u g h  money on ma i ntenance p rograms 
because we're a lways l o o k i n g  at the  n eed for m o re 
g ravel ,  m o re g rad i n g  a n d  road i m p rovements. Any
o n e  that wou l d  arg ue that we spend too m u c h  money 
on road m a i ntenance d oesn't  t ravel the  roads that I 
do, I ' m  afra id. 

MR. ORCHARD: That's laudab le  and I s u ppose that's 
why there's a fa ir ly cont i n ued and o n g o i n g  e m p h asis  
in  the  construct ion program to reg rade a l ot of the 
p rov i n c i a l  roads and resu rface and overlay a lot of our 
aspha l t  roads. You ' re r i g ht, you  never run out  of 
adv ice o n  how good the m a i ntenance s h o u l d  be. I ' m  
s u re the  M i n ister w i l l  f i n d  a lot  of the s a m e  l etters. I t  
seem s  l i ke everyt i m e  there's a n e w  M i n i ster, the staff 
can go back to approx i m ately 15 years ago and  d rag 
o u t  the  same l etters for t h e  M i n ister to g ive the  same 
repl y  that's p robably been g iven for t h e  l ast n u m be r  of 
years. The Assistant Deputy M i n i ster  i s  part i cu lar  
c h u c k l i n g  over there because h e  has to ma i n ta in  a l l  of 
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those fi les and  keeps us  we l l  i nformed on them.  
So then,  bas ica l l y  the i n c rement  from 39 o r  so m i l

l i o n  to a lmost 46 m i l l i on is to cover bas ica l ly  i ncreased 
costs of fuel, I s u ppose aspha l t  for patch i n g  and a l l  of 
the i n p uts i nto the reg u lar ma i ntenance progra m .  

MR. USKIW: That i s  correct, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for Portage l a  Pra i r ie .  

MR. HYDE: Thank you,  M r. C h a i rman ,  to the  M i n i s
ter, I have a letter before me, Mr. M i n i ster dated J a n u 
a r y  5, 1982 add ressed t o  y o u  a n d  to your  off ice from a 
M r. Ash ley w h o  is o n e  of my const i tuents d rawi n g  to 
your attent ion  and I t h i n k  poss i b l y  I ' l l  j u st read t h i s  
short letter i nto the reco rds: 
"Dear S i r: This letter i s  to b r i n g  to your attent ion  t h e  
p o o r  cond i t ions  of P T H  314" - M r .  M i n i ster I ' m  not 
fami l i a r  with that part icu lar  area up in there b ut, h ow
ever, he owns a cottage in there and has trou b le  travel
l i n g  that part ic u l a r  h i g hway - "th i s  h i g hway for t h e  
m ost part trave ls  t h ro u g h  the N o p i m i n g  P rov inc ia l  
Park .  I t  serves as a l i nk  for  tou rists a n d  cottage owners 
at Beresford, Long and Wa l l ace Lakes.  The beauty of 
the park i s  certa i n ly l ost in the o bstac l e  course in t h i s  
h i g h way. P T H  314 is  a narrow, w i n d i ng ,  rock-strewn,  
hazardous  road serv i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  who w ish  and h ave 
to travel i t .  There i s  a c o m m o n  s ight  to see veh ic les 
u nserv iceable from the cond i t ions  above. I n  th i s  day 
and age t h i s  i s  a poor advert isement  for our tour ists 
and  reflects o n  our ad m i n i strat ion  in th is prov i n ce.  
The  bou lders p rotru d i n g  out  of the road m u st be atro
c ious  o n  you r  road g rad i n g  m a intenance.  Sure ly, a 
work p roject c o u l d  be i n i t iated to remove them so the  
g rader can d o  t h e  job  i t  was  i ntended to do .  I t  i s  
d i s g racef u l  to see  the  rocks  strewn over  the road . T h e  
g ravel w h i c h  has b e e n  app l ied per iod ica l ly  i s  fu l l  o f  
r o c k  w h i c h  makes f o r  ruptured gaso l i n e  t a n k s  and  
b lown t i res. A m o re p ract i ca l  approach about  the  
cond i t ions  used o n  PTH 314 are  certa i n l y  a m u st .  I t  
a ppears t hat t h i s  i s  a forgotten road w i th  n o  cons id er
at ion  g iven for the safety of its users.  I wou l d  appre
c i ate your  i ntent ions  after your  persona l  t r ip  over t h i s  
road b y  veh ic le .  T h e n ,  adv ise me r e  t h i s  pro b l e m .  
Thank  y o u .  S ig ned b y  M r. E .  A .  Ash ley ."  

N ow, M r. M i n i ster, I wonder whether  you have t ra
vel led over that road .  Apparent ly, i t  i s  hazardous .  H e  
h as asked m e  to o n c e  agai n br i n g  i t  to y o u r  atten t i o n  
at th is  t i m e .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I can ass u re my h o n o u rab le  f r i e n d  
f r o m  Portage that I have b e e n  i n v ited many  t i mes t o  
t ravel over that stretch a t  m y  awn p e r i l ,  o f  course. O n e  
o f  t h e  prob lems that w e  have w i t h  letters l i ke that a n d  
percept ions  a s  we s e e  i n  t h at l etter i s  that peo p l e  are 
not  aware of the  o ri g i n  of the  road o r  the cond i t ions  
that we are deal i n g  w i th .  The Department  of H ig h 
ways never b u i l d s  roads a s  are descri bed b y  that l etter 
o r  l i ke those descr i bed by that letter. You k now, we 
get trapped i nto tak i n g  over roads that somebody else 
b u i l d s  and somet i m es they are j ust tra i l s  carved out by 
some i nterest groups  i n c l u d i n g  other g overn menta l  
departments .  The p u b l i c  then  perceives that i s  n ow a 
p rov inc ia l  road .  Wel l , if it were a prov i n c i a l  road i t  
wou l d  have been b u i l t to standard to begi n w i th .  As I 
u nderstan d  314 that was carved out  of the w i lderness 

by the Parks Branch who don't  rea l l y  worry about the 
stra ig htness of roads and the. safety aspect and  the 
hazards of t h e  area but  as long as someone can get 
through i n  some fas h i o n  from po int  A to po in t  B .  
T h e n ,  w e  g e t  s o m e  people gett i n g  th rough  i n  some 
fas h i o n  but  then  they wr ite to us  compla i n i n g  about 
the condit ion of o u r  h i g h ways and want an u p g rad i n g .  
That's rea l ly  h ow s o m e  peop le  get roads s n u c k  i nto 
the H i g hways Department .  Th is  i s  a typical  examp le  
of  that .  

My Deputy h i nts at a point that was made by the 
Member for Portage. These are sce n i c  roads some
what l i ke w h at was a l l u d ed to by the Mem ber for 
Portage i nto St .  A m broise.  T hey want al l  the natu ral 
character ist ics ma i nta i ned and yet they want a very 
conven ient,  smooth-r id i n g  s u rface at the same t i me.  
Somet i mes, t h ose two are not com pat i b le, you see.  

MR. HYDE: Wel l  then ,  M r. M i n i ster, my reco l l ect ions  
are  t rue .  I t h i n k  i t  was  the NOP Government of  pre
v ious  to 1977 that d i d  take over a large part of o u r  
p resent P R  roads and y o u  poss ib ly  h a d  a l o t  t o  do with 
accept i n g  some of the respons i b i l i t ies that you are 
today res p o n s i b l e  to see they ' re kept up. I bel i eve that 
I ' m  r ight  when  I say that the  prev ious  ad m i n i stratio n  
o f  the  N O P  p r i o r  to '77 was respons ib le  f o r  tak i n g  over 
a large part of these here P R  roads .  H owever, person
al ly I have not  trave l led over that road . I t  sou n d s  very 
i nterest i n g .  I ' l l  make s u re that my gas tan k  is fu l l  of gas 
and I have - ( I nterject ion ) -

MR. USKIW: Oh,  don' t  do that, you ' l l  waste i t .  

MR. HYDE: You' l l  waste i t  and I ' l l  . . .  but, h owever, 
S i r, I d raw i t  to your  attent ion  once agai n as d i d  the  
wr i ter  of th i s  l etter ask i n g  for cons iderat ion  o n  your  
part and y o u r  government  to do the  best you can to  
i m p rove the  cond i t ions  for  these people t rave l l i n g  to  
the beaut i f u l  northeast corner of o u r  prov i n ce .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l , f i rst of a l l , I wou l d  l i ke to correct an 
erroneous i m p ress ion  o n  the part of the m e m ber .  

The prov i n c i a l  roads that we have are as a resu l t  of a 
takeover of many of t h ose roads i n  1965, way back i n  
the R o b l i n  years. B ut, that was a good dec is ion .  I don 't 
obj ect to that .  I j u st wanted to get the t i m i n g  r ight .  The 
part icu lar  road i n  q u est i o n  though  was taken over  in  
A p r i l  of last year .  N ow, I 'm to ld - and you k n ow I 've 
been i nv i ted by a few contractors in the area that n o  
d o u bt wou l d n ' t  m i n d  to get a contract o n  that road -
that I s h o u l d  spend a day w i th  them on that road a n d  
t h at i f  I spend a day, I wou ld  k n ow exactly how t o  
pr io rize my road program. That's what they to ld  me 
and,  s i nce i t  was so c lose to my const ituency, I 
t h o u g ht it wou l d  have been u nfa i r  to the rest of the  
prov ince for me to do  that, so I d i d n't travel o n  i t  yet, 
you see. Because if i t  was g o i n g  to be that conv i n c i n g  
I w o u l d  have h a d  to pre-em pt a l l  the  Portage l a  Pra i r ie  
works for examp le .  
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MR. HYDE: Wel l , Mr .  M i n i ster, I apprec iate th is  l i t t le 
conversat i o n  that we've had and it 's bro u g ht me u p  to 
date on some of the  cond i t ions  that you ' re faced with ,  
and  I sympat h i ze w i th  you i f  that road i s  as bad as t h i s  
m a n  i n d i cates i t  i s  - I ' m  s u re i t  i s  - a n d ,  poss i b ly, i n  
o u r  spare t i me, your  spare t i me, my spare t i m e, that 
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some of us c o u l d  get u p  and p ick  some of those b i g  
rocks off that road . 

MR. USKIW: I i n tend to t ravel o n  that road d u r i n g  t h e  
cou rse o f  th i s  c o m i n g  s u m mer, but  I w i l l  ass u re the 
M e m ber  for Portage i f  h e  wants  m e  to swap I ' l l  con
s ider  it ,  but he's go ing to have to g i ve u p  about 10 
m i les for every m i le that we do over there. That's the 
rat io  i n  terms of cost, at least. 

MR. HYDE: T h a n k  you, M r. Cha i rman .  No, I don 't 
k now that I w i l l  take, after what I hear about  t hat road, 
I d o n 't t h i n k  I ' l l  take you up o n  that b ut, h owever, I am 
go i n g  to report to Mr. Ash ley that you wi l l  be d o i n g  
what you c a n  to correct th i s  hazardous cond i t ion  u p  
there.  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. C h a i rman,  s i n ce my col leag u e  
d i d n 't c l ear that q u est ion ,  I h ave to ad m it, I was the 
g u i lty o n e  that took over  that  l i t t le c h u n k  of road in  
there a n d  I h ave to a lso admit  that m y  sen i o r  staff, the  
Deputy and the  Assistant Deputy sa id that i t  i s  fraug h t  
w i th  t ro u b l e  when you t a k e  o v e r  a road l i ke that 
because the  moment  you p u t  a n u m be r  o n  it then  
peop le  expect a P R  stan dard o n  i t .  I t  i s  n ot i n  good 
shape, but  h owever, i t  was  an  arrangement  that j ust 
p l a i n  made sense to take over that road a n d  ca l l  i t  a 
P R .  I t 's  access to a fa i r l y  good recreat i o n  area and  we 
did i t  with the f u l l  k nowledge that we w o u l d  be u nder  
d u ress to i m p rove i t  whereas i t  seem s  as i f  the parks 
peo p l e  were never ava i lab le  to c o m p l a i n  to about the 
con d it i o n  of the  road whereas the  M i n i ster of H i g h 
ways i s  a fa i rly p ro m i nent  f igure, a t  least he was then,  
a n d  wou l d  get a l ot of compla i nts about i t .  Now the  
M i n ister of H i g h ways has that road  i n  h i s  own const i
tuency .  But  I t h i n k, that before he m akes any m ove to 
i m p rove that road,  h e  s h o u l d  u ndertake seri o u s  con
s u l tat ion  with the Mem ber for l n kster who may not 
want h im to do  anyt h i n g  because i t  m ight  u pset the  
ba lance of n at u re i n  there  and h e  wou l d  be ab le  to use 
the  M e m ber  for l n kster as a - I d o n 't l i ke to use the  
word "scapegoat" - but  as the  reason why h e  
s h o u l d n ' t  p roceed w i t h  i m med i ate i m p rove m e n ts 
there. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Swan R iver .  

MR. D.M. (Doug) GOURLAY (Swan River): D i d  
u n derstan d  the M i n i ster t o  say that the Department  o f  
H i g h ways was provid i n g  s o m e  m a i ntenance to roads 
at t h e  p resent  t i m e  that do n ot h ave a prov i n c i a l  road 
n u m ber  o r  standard? 

MR. USKIW: I don 't recal l ment i o n i n g  that .  N o, M r. 
C h a i rm a n .  

MR. GOURLAY: A l l  the  roads that are bei n g  m a i n 
tai n ed have a P R  n u m ber  or  . . .  ? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  e i ther  that or they ' re cost-sh a red 
with the LGDs and so o n  and the m u n ic i pa l i t ies .  

MR. GOURLAY: I was j u st wonder i n g  about  t h e  
f o r e s t ry ro a d ,  I b e l i eve i t  i s ,  f ro m  P i n e  R i v e r  
ac ross to Wel l man  Lake.  I know there's b e e n  efforts 
made in the past to try and get that taken over by 

the H i g hways department .  

MR. USKIW: My u n derstand i n g  i s  that it 's an  L G D  
road o f  wh ich  we're respons ib le  f o r  about s i x  m i l es .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4. (a)  Pass; 4. ( b) Mechan i ca l  D iv i 
s ion  - the mem ber for Pem bina .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman,  t here i s  a fai r ly s iza
ble i nc rease in ex pend i ture under  Other Expe n d i 
tu res. No .  1 ,  cou ld  the M i n ister i n d i cate i f  the Other  
Expe n d i t u res, the  9 m i l l i on ,  were tota l l y  expended 
last year and what's i n vo lved in Other Expe n d i t u res 
for t h i s  year's f u n d i n g  proposal? 

MR. USKIW: The big i n c rease i s  in the  area of the fue l  
p u rchases. I t  has to do  wi th  energy pr ic i n g .  I t 's  ma in ly  
related to petro l e u m  p rodu cts.  

MR. ORCHARD: T h at's 3.5 m i l l i o n  roug h l y .  S u re ly 
the cost  i ncrease in  one year can't  be that s izab le .  

MR. USKIW: T h e  n oted cost  i n c reased projections  
are  $3 .5  m i l l io n  for that  component .  

MR. ORCHARD: For  the  fue l  com ponent  a lone ,  for  
th i s  com i n g  year? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 
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MR. ORCHARD: That, i n deed, comes as some shock .  
I wasn' t  aware of t h at .  O kay. There's n o  other m ajor  
expend i tu re changes u nder Other  Expend i tu res then?  

MR. USKIW: Noth i n g  major, M r. Cha i rman.  The rest 
are a l l  general  i n c reases th roughout  the who le  sys
tem . That is the s i n g l e  major i mpact area. 

MR. ORCHARD: The H i g h way B u i l d i n g s  and Stor
age Yards, the  $100,000 i tem.  Where do you propose 
to expend that - in what types of b u i l d i n gs?  

MR. USKIW: I t h i n k  I ' m  r ight  h ere.  I have n otat i o n s  o n  
Bo isseva in ,  G l adstone, E l m  C reek, C ran berry Por
tage and V irden .  I s  t hat correct? - ( I  nterject ion ) -Yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. C h a i rman,  what b u i l d i n g s  are 
i nvolved there? Are they snow p l ow storage sheds o r  
washroom u pg rad i n gs? 

MR. USKIW: We're g o i n g  to p u t  in  was h room fac i l i
t ies i n  these locat ions, M r. C h a i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: I had a un ique suggestio n  made 
a s h o rt t i m e  a g o  about  t h e  p rospect  of  sav i n g  
s o m e  e l ect r i c i ty i n  o u r  h i g h ways yards  a n d  i n  
o ther  locat i o n s  b u t  t h e  h i g hway yards were the  
o n es that were  m ost often c ited, and that be i n g  to 
g o  from the  merc u ry l a m ps, on a replacement bas is,  
to the sod i u m  l a m ps w h i c h ,  as I u nderstand, are m u c h  
more eff ic ient  i n  terms o f  e nergy cons u m pt ion  for 
l i g ht output .  Wou l d  the M i n ister g i ve that some con
s iderat i o n ?  I d i d n' t  have the opportun ity to see what 
the sav i n g s  m i g ht be b u t  every d o l lar, I s u ppose, i s  
i m portant nowadays. 
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MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I ' m  advised that we' re d o i n g  that 
essent ia l ly  on i nterchange l i g ht ing ,  M r. C h ai rman,  
but n ot i n  the yards and so on .  

MR. ORCHARD: I s  that because i t 's  not deemed eco
nom ica l  at the yard s ites? 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  to ld  we j u st h aven' t  gotten aro u n d  to 
that stage, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: I n  the R ecoverable, I ass u m e  that 
the Recoverab le  is tota l l y  from I tem (a) ? 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  sorry, wou l d  t h e  mem ber repeat t hat 
agai n ?  

MR. ORCHARD: T h e  Recoverab le, i s  R ecoverab le  
ent i re ly from Appropr iat ion 4. (a)  Ma i ntenance? 

MR. USKIW: A p p a r e n t l y  n o t  c o m p l et e l y ,  M r . 
Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: Then some of i t  i s  from a i rports? 
J u st refresh my memory o n  w here the Other Recover
ables are from on that, if you would ,  p lease. 

MR. USKIW: Yes, what is  not recovered under  (a)  i s  i n  
Accou nts Co l l ect i b l e  a n d  u nder  A i rports.  

MR. ORCHARD: The Accou nts Col lect i b l e  pr imar i ly  
be ing  with LG Ds, the  cost-sh a red works  of the LG Ds? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for M orr is .  

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): T h a n k  you,  Mr.  
Cha i rman,  I may not  be at the r ight i tem but  I wou ld  
l i ke . . .  

MR. USKIW: We weren't  a l l  eve n i ng ,  so you ' re very 
cons i stent with the  rest of us .  

MR. MANNESS: Wel l ,  you ' l l  soon  b ri n g  me back  to  
the  r igh t  l i ne,  I 'm  s u re, M r. M i n ister. But  I w o u l d  l i k e  to  
ask some q uest ions  spec i f ica l ly  related to g rave l .  
U nder  w h a t  l i n e  w o u l d  I f i n d  that entry o r  u nder 
what . . .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  perhaps you s h o u l d  put  the  q u es
t ion  and  we' l l  see whether  we can ident ify the . . .  

MR. MANNESS: I w o u l d  l i ke to k now specif ica l ly  
what change t here w i l l  be i n  the a l l ocat ion  of funds  
towards a g ravel l i n g  program th i s  com i n g  year  com
pared to l ast year. 

MR. USKIW: Yes, the m e m ber  was absent when 
reiterated what I sa id  th ree o r  four  t i m es d u ri n g  the 
course of  the  Est i m ates debate and that is  there are n o  
p o l i c y  changes t h at have b e e n  i ntrod uced f o r  th i s  set 
of Est i m ates. I t 's  a p rogram o n g o i n g  as i t  was, s i m ply  
because we d i d n ' t  h ave the t i m e  to look at  po l icy areas 
or to even d iscuss t h e m .  If t here are g o i n g  to be pol icy 
c hanges they are g o i n g  to take effect a year from now. 

MR. MANNESS: I rea l l y  h ad n 't even a l l owed myself 
to t h i n k  that far, as far as po l icy  changes, a re you 
ta l k i ng po l i t ica l ly  po l icy changes or are you j u st ta lk
ing program c hanges? 

MR. USKIW: N o  program changes. 

MR. MANNESS: Because the  reason I asked the 
q u estion,  m u n ic ipal it ies with  the tremendous i n c rease 
in i nf lat ion in some cases a re beg i n n i n g  to cut back to 
the  deg ree that they are sprea d i n g  g ravel on some of 
t h e i r  roads .  And I ' m  wonder i n g  if, in fact, that dec is ion 
has been reached o r, in  fact, have you answered the 
q uest ion .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  o n  the ma i ntenance prog ram, M r. 
C h a i rman ,  I d i d  i n d i cate that the  i n c rease, w h i c h  is  
fai r ly  s u bstant ia l ,  i s  su bstant ia l  s i m p ly  because of the 
i n c reases i n  cost  to do  the same k ind of program that  
was carr ied o n  last year .  So the  prog ram level is  the 
same, the costs are much h i g her .  

MR. MANNESS: D oes the department have a po l icy 
or  d o  they have the a b i l i ty, l et 's put  it  that way, to t u rn 
back roads that the p rov i nce now owns to the m u n ic i 
pal it ies? N o  d o u bt, there are some roads they wish 
they d i d  n ot h ave. 

MR. USKIW: All r ig ht, that is  one of the po l icy areas 
that I i nten d  to p u rsue wi th  some deg ree of u rgency 
after th i s  Sess ion  is  over because I be l ieve we h ave to 
sit down wi th  the m u n i c i pa l i t ies another t i m e  and  
s i m ply  f i n e-t u n e  what was decided way back  i n  1965. 
There are many areas that are so obvious to the  naked 
eye that o u g h t  to be a l tered . The traff ic f lows aren't 
there, the t rade-offs were the wrong ones, in terms of 
bei n g  futu r ist i c  at a l l .  And we m ay want to make some 
swaps back ,  i f  you l i ke, some horse-trad i n g  m ight  
take p lace, h o pefu l ly, i n  the  best i nterests of the area 
i n vo lved .  It 's rea l l y  not  o u r  i nterest that we're t ry i n g  to 
service here it 's the i n terests of the peop le  that use the 
roads and i f  we can chan nel the t raff ic i n  a way that is  
more eff ic ient  and advantageous to people i n  the 
local  area we ought  to be look ing  at  that .  A n d  e m p h as
iz i n g  o u r  d o l l a r  spen d i n g  on t hose roads rather  than  
the  sort of he l ter-skelter approach, i f  you l i ke, or  the  
approach of p ressu re g ro u ps notwithsta n d i n g  the 
sort of fut u re of the area and  the d i rect ion  the traff ic  
shou ld  be g o i n g .  
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MR. MANNESS: I ' m  n ot g o i n g  to argue agai nst the 
concept one way or  the other  but  I ' m  more c u rious  as  
to the t i m e  f rame the M i n ister sees th is  whole  rev iew 
- you k n ow, when is  it  go ing  to beg i n  - can he see 
h i mself  be i n g  back tal k i n g  to the m u n i c ipa l i t ies as 
early as next fa l l ,  can you g ive us some idea? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I don 't regard i t  as a very u rgent  
i tem, but  I bel ieve we shou ld  g radua l ly  start refi n i n g  
o u r  h i g hways program a long  wi th  t h e  m u n i c i pal 
h i g hways program so that we comp lement each other 
and to the  extent that we can ident i fy wi th  that i s  n ot 
happen i n g .  We s h o u l d  attem pt to remedy that s i tua
t i o n  and  I don ' t  bel ieve there h as to be a t ime  frame o n  
it but  w it h i n  p ract ica l  l i m itat ions .  That i s  we s h o u l d  
u n d u l y  d e l a y  those d iscuss ions because w e  w o u l d  
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want to pr ior ize o u r  do l l ars in the m ost advantageous 
way for the benef i t  of a l l  the people i nvolved . 

MR. MANNESS: Wel l ,  when the M i n ister and h i s  
department i s  attem pt i n g  t o  reassess t h e  w h o l e  road 
system in r u ra l  M a n itoba w i l l  they g ive cons iderat ion  
to the tremendous  req u i rements by the schoo l  d iv i 
s i o n s  t h ro u g h  the m u n i c i pa l i t i es to offer a l l -weather  
roads to a l l  those res idences f rom w h i c h  c h i l d ren are 
atten d i n g  schoo l .  I t 's put  a t remendous b u rd e n ,  as 
you ' re wel l aware, o n  the m u n ic i pa l i t ies part icu lar ly  
t h ose to the west a n d  to the south and I ' m  wonder i n g  
i f  t h e  M i n i ster i s  prepared to recog n ize that fact and t o  
i nc lude  i t  i n  h i s  w h o l e  assessment? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I 'm s u re that the 
m u n ic i pa l  peop le  wou l d  be cogn izant of that part icu
la r  e lement  with i n  the i r  boundar ies and I 'm  s u re that 
we wou l d  be most i n terested i n  knowing  the prob lem 
areas con n ected w i th  school  transportat i o n .  There i s  
t h at aspect and  there i s  the  aspect o f  t o n n a g e  m ove
m ents and what the fu ture i s  g o i n g  to have in store for 
those local i t ies and what the i n ner-con nect ions outght  
to be. I don ' t  know whether  one shou ld  be terr i b ly  
cr i t i ca l  about  the past performance of the department  
a n d  I say  past  i n  the  sense of the last  t h ree o r  fou r  
decades.  T here h ave been var ious methodo l og ies 
app l ied in t ry i n g  to deal with prov inc ia l  h i g hways 
program and at the same t i m e  respond to local sort of 
pressu re a n d  d e m a n d .  I don 't know that I wou l d  have 
done i t  any d i fferent than what has been done in the 
past. But  I bel i eve that we o u g ht to,  at least, h ave a few 
sort of r u l es of the road and I suppose the p rev i o u s  
govern ment  had some ru les that they were g o i n g  b y  
m a k i n g  t h a t  as an  ass u m pt i o n .  So that w e  t r y  to max
i m ize the  benef it  of d o l lars spent and re l at i n g  d o l l ars 
spent to t o n n ages that are mov ing in rural M a n itoba I 
t h i n k  i s  an i m portant c ri ter ion and  i n  part i c u l a r  
because of the fact that we are forced to rely more o n  
t ruck i n g  now that the  ra i l ways h ave red u ced t h e i r  
level of activ ity and  there may b e  further reduct ions .  

So we d o  have to pay a l ot of attent ion to the  n eeds 
of those people that are our pr i mary producers who 
d o  have to get prod u ct to market in  a reasonab le  way 
at reasonab le  cost ,  i f  you l i ke - if  there i s  such a t h i n g  
t hese d ays,  that h a s  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  m ost i m portant 
cr i ter ia w i th  respect to rura l  prov i nc ia l  roads and  how 
they t ie  i n  to the main  provi nc ia l  roads, of c o u rse, i s  
the other cons ideratio n .  D i stance and everyt h i n g  e lse 
has to be l ooked at .  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you , Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the  M i n
i ster struck a rather  i nterest i n g  n ote when he ment i 
o n ed about  a consu ltat ion  p rocess and  poss i b l y  rea
l i g n i n g  prov i n c i a l road pr ior i t ies .  I t h i n k  the M i n ister 
w i l l  f ind that there has been q u ite a b i t  of d i scuss ion 
o n  that in  the  l ast l i tt le w h i l e  part i c u lar ly  in  a reas that  
were affected by rai l  l i ne  abandonment  and  once 
aga in  I make reference to that area study  that was  
done a n d  that ,  I t h i n k ,  p retty s o l i d l y  l a i d  o u t  a p l a n  for  
develo p ment  in  at l east one  area of the prov i nce for  
the  road needs t h at wou l d  take us i nto the t u rn of the 
cent u ry I s u p pose. 

MR. USKIW: H i g h way 250? 

MR. ORCHARD: H i g hway 250 was probably t h e  cen
terp iece in that part icu la r  area. We put  some cons id
erab le  effort on the reconstruct io n  of 250, because it 's 
fast beco m i n g  a very heavy tonnage road . Probably 
we d i d n't  maybe foresee that k ind of g rowth such as i t  
was and  m aybe our des i g n  standards weren't  q u ite as 
good as they s h o u l d  h ave been .  H owever, you k now, 
the reconstruct i o n  that's o n  there, m ost of i t  i s  g i ven a 
p retty serv iceable road and  it st i l l  needs some work to 
c o m p l ete a cou rse. But ,  part and parcel of those d i s
cuss ions  was a lways the open n ess for s u ggest ion  
f rom the  m u n ic i pa l i t i es as  where we m i g h t  be a b l e  to  
make road swaps and genera l ly  the  R M 's a re  p retty 
long-headed on these sort . . .  oftent i mes they try to 
make the best d ea l ,  wh ich  is on ly  fa i r ,  but they've 
often got some p retty doggone good i d eas as to 
w h i c h  road wou l d  be a focal po in t  of traff ic  a n d ,  of 
c o u rse,  that's the reason for the PR system i s  to p i c k  
u p  t h e  h eaviest t rave l led ,  the heaviest l oaded roads 
and br i ng  them u nder prov i nc ia l  j u ri sd ict ion  because 
often m u n i c i pa l i t ies can 't afford the br idges and  the 
act u a l  reconstruct ion  costs. So,  I t h i n k  the M i n i ster 
w i l l  f i n d  the R M 's m ost amenable in those k i n d s  of 
d iscuss ions .  
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 4(b ) (1) Salar ies and Wages-pass; 
4 (b ) ( 2) Other Expend i tures-pass. 4 ( b ) (3) Eq u i p ment 
and Tools-pass; 4 (b ) (4) H i g hways, B u i l d i n g s  and 
Storage U n its-pass; 4(b)  (5) Less:  Recoverab le  from 
Other Appropr iat ions-pass; 4 (c ) (1) Salar ies and  
Wages - The M e m ber for  Pem b ina .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman ,  c o u l d  the M i n i ster 
i n d i cate whether t h i s  i s  year 4 o r  year 5 of the Ware
house I nventory Stores Program that was the com p ut
ized Warehouse Stores Prog ram that h as been i n  
deve lopment  for the l ast several years? 

MR. USKIW: I t' s  the l ast year I ' m  told ,  M r. C h a i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: So d oes that mean that system w i l l  
be o perative . . . 

MR. USKIW: October of '82. 

MR. ORCHARD: I n  October of '82 . Now we were 
presented wi th  some fa ir ly s i g n i f icant  sav i n g s  as a 
resu l t  of g o i n g  o n  that program a n d  a lways the  sav
i n g s  were t h ree years away. We had to com m it to the 
prog ram some,  I t h i n k ,  t h ree years ago to g et i t .  Can 
the  M i n ister i n d icate whether those savi ngs  appear to 
be materia l i z i n g  as p rojected? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  the  notat ion  I have is that it s h o u l d  
su bstant ia l ly  red uce inventories o n  hand .  You k n ow, 
we're n ot g o i n g  to  be in a pos i t ion  to real ize a n yt h i n g  
u n t i l  a b o u t  '84'-85 i n  terms o f  t i m e  frame.  

MR. ORCHARD: Then j u st hav i n g  that prog ram on 
l i ne ,  you ' re not going to see any s i g n i f icant  redu ct ion 
i n  i n ventor ies as of October, 1982? 

MR. USKIW: No,  i f the program is l a u nched i n  October 
of '82 , i t  w i l l  be from that period o n  then t h at we w i l l  do 
a m o n i tor ,  af ter  wh ich we wi l l  be in  a pos i t i o n  to g ive 
s o m e  report on i t  about  a year or two down the road . 
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MR. ORCHARD: U nder Pu rchases, i s  t here any major  
new l i ne of p u rchas i n g  or  i s  that s i m p l y  cost  i n c reases 
of an ex ist i n g  p u rchas ing p rogram? 

MR. USKIW: The cost  i ncreases ref lect on ly the  i nf la
t ion  factory, Mr .  Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: So that t h ere's no  new d i rect i o n  i n  
P u rchas i n g ,  (a )  and ( d ) .  O nce agai n t h e  recoverab le  
from other  a p p ropr iat i o n s ,  p r imar i l y  t h at 's f rom 
Mech a n i ca l  D iv is ion  i n  th i s  part icu la r  l i ne? 

MR. USKIW: Yes,  and  M a i ntenance and  Construc
t ion ,  M r. C h a i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: T h at's a l l the  q uest i o n s  I have ,  M r .  
C h a i r m a n .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4(c) (1) Sa lar ies a n d  Wages-pass; 
4 ( c ) ( 2 )  O t h e r  E x p e n d i t u r e s - p a s s ;  4 ( c ) ( 3 ) 
P u rc h ases-pass;  4 ( c ) (4)  Less:  Recovera b l e  f rom 
Other  Expe n d i t u res-pass; 4 ( d )  A i rports and  Roads 
(1) , Sa lar ies  and  Wages - the M e m ber  for Swan 
R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, Mr. C ha i rman ,  I ' m  wonder i n g  if 
there's any m on ey in t h i s  item for u p g ra d i n g  the a i r
port at Swan R iver? 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  sorry, wou l d  the m e m ber  repeat that 
agai n ?  

MR. GOURLAY: I s  t here a n y  money i n  t h i s  i tem for 
u p g rad i n g  of the a i rport at Swan R iver? 

MR. USKIW: I t h i n k  it 's in a separate i te m ,  i s  i t  n ot?  I t's 
u nder Assistance Prog rams.  U nder (8) , Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  

MR. GOURLAY: No.  8 ?  Acq u is i t ion and Construct i o n .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you h ave any o t h e r  q u estions ,  
the M e m be r  for  Swan  R iver? 

MR. GOURLAY: No, I u n d e rstand that it 's u nder  No .  
8 ,  w h i c h  i s  Acq u is i t ion ;  I ' l l  wai t  t i l l  we reach that i tem .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4 ( d ) (1) Sa laries and  Wages-pass. 
Member  for Pem b i na .  

MR. ORCHARD: J u st u n der  Other  Expe n d i t u res ,  
what's the n at u re of the i n c reases t here? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  in 1981-82 1 bel ieve,  the Mechan i 
cal  C i v i s i o n  s u bs id ized t h e  a i rport eq u i p ment by 
about $201, 000.00. T h i s ,  of cou rse, i n c rease prov ides 
for f u l l  cost of operat i n g  ru nway ma i ntenance.  

MR. ORCHARD: How many a i rports fa l l  u n der t h i s  
appropr iat ion  ( d ) ?  

MR. USKIW: I be l i eve t h e r e  a re 3 0  a i rports. 

MR. ORCHARD: That doesn ' t  represent  any n ew 
add i t iona l  a i rports, I don ' t  be l ieve. I t 's the  same 
n u m ber as l ast year? 

MR. USKIW: I t 's  the same n u m ber  as l ast year, M r. 
C h a i r m a n .  

MR. ORCHARD: That's f i n e .  
O h ,  and  one o t h e r  q u est i o n ,  the R ecoverab le  F rom 

Canada;  I don' t  bel i eve we recovered any m oney from 
Canada.  Wh ich  a i rport are we recoveri n g  some of the 
ma i ntenance costs from Canada? 

MR. USKIW: I 'm to ld  that's N o rway House .  

MR. ORCHARD: J ust a q u i c k  exp lanat io n ,  probably 
the Deputy wou l d  h ave i t ,  I don ' t  rec a l l  us  ever recov
er i n g  any money from Norway House.  I s  th i s  a new 
agreement  we've got with t h e m ,  o r  i s  that l i ne a lways 
been t here? 

MR. USKIW: We had never received any before. O h ,  I 
see, no ,  I ' m  to ld it 's cons istent w i th  past p ract ice .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4(d ) ( 2) Other Expend i tu res-pass; 
4 (3) ( 1 )  Salar ies and Wages-pass - the M e m be r  for 
Pem b i n a .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I not ice there's a staff 
i ncrease here. C o u l d  the, M i n ister p rov ide us  where 
the add i t iona l  staff is to be l ocated? 

MR. USKIW: There's a n  i n c rease of one-and-a-ha l f  
staff m a n  years a m o u n t i n g  to the  tune of $27,500, and 
that's to operate the l ngemar-Car lson Ferry at Mathe
son I s l and .  

MR. ORCHARD: Wel l ,  that's a takeover of  a com m u n
ity operat ion?  

MR. USKIW: Yes ,  that i s  correct. 

MR. ORCHARD: The Ferry t h at I bel ieve we had on 
the Ne lson  R iver at Norway H ouse,  now that the 
br idge i s  com p l eted - I t h i n k  t h at's the locat i o n  -
what's t h e  p lans  for that Ferry now? M aybe it was the  
Cross Lake  Ferry. 

MR. USKIW: We're not s u re j ust what the m e m ber  is  
a l l u d i n g  to.  The C ross Lake Ferry i s  st i l l  i n  use,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: T h e  M e m be r  for  Pem b i n a ,  do you  
want  to c lar i fy i t ?  

MR. ORCHARD: Wel l ,  okay  I ' l l  p h rase the q u est i o n  
t h i s  way. Where wi l l  the  ferr ies be operat i ng  t h i s  year 
that they weren 't operat i ng  l ast year? 

MR. USKIW: As I u n derstan d  i t ,  the locat ions  are a l l  
the  same,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  The  l ocat ions  a r e  a l l  the 
same.  

MR. ORCHARD: I t  j u st st icks i n  the back of my m i n d  
that we were n ot need i n g  the  C ross Lake Ferry w i th  
t h e  construct i o n  of the  road i n  there and we'd h ave a n  
opport u n ity t o  redep loy that ferry. 
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MR. USKIW: Yes, we sti l l  need t h i s  one u n t i l  we 
receive the ferry that we h ave a tender for.  
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MR. ORCHARD: That's a cable ferry that was g o i n g  
across the Ne lson Channe l  there.  

MR. USKIW: Yes, that's correct. 

MR. ORCHARD: That ferry was o n  order. When is  it 
expected to be de l i vered? 

MR. USKIW: J u n e  of t h i s  year, but i t  won't  be opera
t iona l  u nt i l  l ate late this year. 

MR. ORCHARD: One other q u est ion  o n  ferr ies. I 
don ' t  k n ow if the M i n ister is fam i l i a r  w i th  an arrange
ment we were attempt i n g  to make between the 
D e p a rt m e n t  of  A g r i c u l t u re and t h e  H i g hways  
Department  to put  a fe rry i nto the Carrot R iver to  
serve the  Saskeram m a rsh  area .  I s  there any act i ve 
status on that? 

MR. USKIW: No, that one has not been f i n a l ized, M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: Are negot iat ions  st i l l  a l ive a n d  we l l  
on  that or  has the concept been she lved? 

MR. USKIW: I bel i eve that  i t 's  at the  stage of a need 
for a m i n ister ia l  meet i n g  o n  t h at one .  There was a 
change i n  the N at u ra l  Resou rce Department M i n istry 
as you w i l l  appreciate, and  we j ust haven't  had  the  
t ime  to s i t  down and d i scuss it wi th  the new M i n ister 
who has taken over those respo n s i b i l i t ies .  

MR. ORCHARD: The C h a i r m a n  and I w i l l  both 
apprec i ate the sens i t iv ity of that ferry, but  it was when  
I was  i n  that g l o rious  cou ntry of Po lder  I I , I th i n k  they 
ca l l  it . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: I l l ,  i t  was the Saskeram . . .  

MR. ORCHARD: . . .  I l l .  i n  the  Saskeram a rea.  I was 
very i m pressed with the l i vestock potent ia l  in there 
wh ich  certa i n l y  appeared to be com pati b le  w h i c h  the 
exist i n g  use of the Saskeram and  t h at ferry seemed to 
me to be a p retty ideal  way to accommodate a dua l  
use of a resou rce there .  The l ast reco l lect i o n  I h a d  i s  
that t here w a s  a u s e d  ferry that was ava i l ab le  a t  what 
seemed to be a fa ir ly reasonab le  pr ice I t h i n k  from 
-wel l , I can ' t  rem e m ber  the  c hap's  name, but  i s  the 
department  st i l l  p u rsu i ng the p u rchase of t hat u sed 
ferry from - I t h i n k  i t  was N o rth land F rei g h t  a n d  
Forward i n g ?  

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  what t h e  m e m b e r  i s  ta lk
i n g  about i s  a barge rather  than  a ferry. 

MR. ORCHARD: I s  the M i n i ster st i l l  p u rs u i n g  the 
p u rchase of that used barge? 

MR. USKIW: I f  we ever get arou n d  to decid i n g  the 
q uestio n ,  I bel i eve we are, but  I have to ad m i t  that 
dec is ion  has not been made.  

MR. ORCHARD: I thought t h at the  C h a i r m a n  w o u l d  
h ave used h i s  cons iderable i n f l u en ce o n  you and had 
that dec is ion al ready made as a m atter of for m a l i t ies. 

MR. USKIW: Yes, Mr. Cha i rman ,  the Cha i rman used a 
g reat deal of i nfl uence on me persona l ly .  

MR. ORCHARD: Cou ld  the M i n ister care to i n d i cate 
w h i c h  way he's i nf l u e n c i n g ?  M r. C h a i rman,  t h e  
C h ai rman  has q u ick ly  she lved the  q u est i o n .  I s  t here 
some reason for th is?  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I s u p pose the  Cha i rman i s  q u ite 
prepared to comment o n  i t  i f  someone else wou l d  
ass u m e  t h e  C h a i r, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u re that i t 's  t h at 
i mportant .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for V i rden .  

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): M r. C h a i rman,  I j ust 
had one q u est i o n .  I was wonder i n g  i f  the M i n ister 
cou l d  i nd i cate how many ferr ies we h ave operat i ng  on 
the  Ass i n i bo i n e  R iver at the p resent t ime .  

MR. USKIW: My Deputy i s  gett i n g  terr i b ly  tech n i c a l .  
He d oesn't  t h i n k  they' re i n  operat ion  a t  the  moment .  

MR. GRAHAM: I wou l d  h ave to ag ree. I w o u l d  be very 
s u rpr i sed if it was operati n g  at the p resent t i m e, but  
cou ld  t h e  M i n ister i n d i cate what the  program is  and 
how that ferry operates at  the p resent t i me? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, that's South Cypress.  We have a 
resolu t ion  from the m u n i c i pa l ity offer ing  to o perate i t  
for us .  

MR. GRAHAM: So then there cou ld  very we l l  be  a 
reduct ion i n  staff rather  than  . . .  

MR. USKIW: No,  I ' m  to ld  that they h ave operated i t  
for some t ime so i t  doesn ' t  i m pi n g e  o n  our staff needs 
one way o r  the other .  
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MR. GRAHAM: And that operates - w h at? - d ay
l i g h t  h o u r, from e ight  to e ight  or . . .  ? 

MR. USKIW: Apparent ly t h at dec is ion  is l eft u p  to the 
local  g overn ment ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. GRAHAM: No,  that's a l l  the q u esti o n s  I have.  

MR. ORCHARD: J ust one  f inal  q uest ion  on Mar ine  
Services. Are there any conte m plat ion of c h a nges of  
the sched u l i n g  i n  the var ious  ferr ies, h o u rs of opera
t i o n ,  e i ther  exte n d i n g  them or  red u c i n g  them i n  any 
p roposed change for a lter i n g  the fare schedu les? 

MR. USKIW: We have n ot arr ived at the  stage of arr iv
i n g  at the sched u l i n g  of the ferry system for t h i s  year.  

MR. ORCHARD: Wou l d  you ant ic i pate any m ajor  
changes i n  the sched u l i n g ?  

MR. USKIW: There m ay be some related to l o g i cal  
com m u n ity desi re or  req uest o r  log ist ics,  but  n ot h i ng 
i n  the  major way that we're aware of. 

MR. ORCHARD: How about on fare structure? 

MR. USKIW: That's sti l l  n ot dec ided, M r. Cha i rman .  
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MR. ORCHARD: I take it ,  w i th  ever- i n c reas i n g  costs, 
a s m a l l  i n c rease i n  t h e  fees m i g h t  be u n d e r  
considerat ion?  

MR. USKIW: I t 's a poss i b i l i ty .  I haven't had the o p por
tun ity to look at that q uest i o n .  

MR. ORCHARD: No q u est ions .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: T h at ' s  4 . ( e ) ( 1) S a l a r i e s  a n d  
Wages-pass; 4 . (e ) (2 )  Other Expend i tu res-pass. 

Reso l ut ion  No .  83 - Resolved that t here be g ranted 
to Her  M aj esty a sum n ot exceed i n g  $49,788,500 for 
H i g h ways and Transportat i o n  for Ma i ntenance of 
H i g h ways and A i rports for the f iscal  year e n d i n g  the 
31st day of Marc h ,  1983-pass. 

We w i l l  move on to No. 5. Wou l d  the c o m m ittee l i ke 
to m ove on to the  next area? N o .  5. Assistance  P ro
g rams.  5. (a )  Work in U n o rgan ized Terr itory - the 
Mem ber for Pembina .  

MR. ORCHARD: Can the  M i n ister j ust let  the  records 
show w here the $3.5 m i l l i o n  is  expended in Work i n  
Unorganized Territory? 

MR. USKIW: I s  the member suggest i n g  that  we i n d i
cate a l i st of expend i tu res? T hese are m a i n l y  i n  t h e  
LG Ds.  - ( I nterject i o n ) - You wou l d  l i ke to h ave l i st .  
We don't have a l ist .  

MR. ORCHARD: Wel l ,  I ' l l  te l l you what, I ' m  

MR. USKIW: W e  c a n  prov ide  y o u  w i th  t h e  i nforma
t ion ,  but  we don 't h ave it here.  

MR. ORCHARD: Mr.  Cha i rman,  i t  would be conve
n ient  and  I k n ow it wou l d  save a l ot of t i m e  because 
you 've got a n u m ber  of LGDs wi th  a n u m ber of var ious 
expend it u res. I f  the M i n ister c o u l d  prov ide u s  with a 
.l i st as to w here the expe n d i t u res are g o i n g  t h at wou l d  
suff ice.  W e  cou l d  offer com ments a t  a later date. 

MR. USKIW: We wou ld n ' t  be ready with that k i n d  of 
i nformat i o n  at the m o m ent, but I h ave no hesitat i o n  i n  
p rovi d i n g  i t  t o  mem bers o n ce i t  i s  ava i lab le .  I t  wou ld  
be  last year's program i n  any event, Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  

MR. ORCHARD: R i g ht, but  a l l  o f  the LGDs a r e  c u r
rent ly m a k i n g  app l icat ion  as to what the i r  road con
struct i o n  i s  g o i n g  to be a n d  I wo u l d  suspect that 
probably wi th i n  the next s ix  weeks - wel l ,  I 'm g u ess
i ng six weeks - the major ity s h o u l d  be decided and at 
that t i m e  i f  the  M i n i ster c o u l d  u ndertake to p rov ide  us 
w i th  a l i st of the  work u n dertaken, that wou l d  be suff i 
c ient  for the i nformat ion  of the comm ittee. 

MR. USKIW: The p ract ice has been as I reca l l  i t  that 
we wou l d  not i fy the m e m ber  i n  q uest i o n  w he re there 
is cost-shared progra m m i n g  with i n  an L G D  repre
sented by that mem ber. The  program never gets put  
together  i n  i t s  tota l ity for the coming  year  at a g iven 
point .  T h ey sort of d r i b b l e  in  over the year,  over the 
s u m mer ,  some of them come in as late as J u l y  and 
A u g ust so that w h i l e  we could prov ide  whatever 
i nformat ion we have I don 't t h i n k  we can say that that 
is a total program, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. C h a i rman,  I a p p rec iate that i t  
wou l d  j u st be ,  I t h i n k, p retty good i nformat i o n  to see 
where some of the new LG D req u ests are and if the  
M i n ister cou ld  u n dertake i n  some s ix  weeks t i m e  to  
p rov ide  us with the l ist u p  to that t i m e  that wou ld  
be . . .  

MR. USKIW: That wou l d  be no  p ro b l e m .  M r. Cha i r
man,  w hatever i nformat ion  we have I h ave n o  hes i ta
t ion  in pass i n g  i t  o n .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's 5. (a) -pass; 5. ( b) Construc
t ion  and Ma i ntenance Other J u ri sd ict ions-pass. 

The  M e m ber for Pem bina .  

MR. ORCHARD: Wel l , M r. Cha i rman,  I n ote that there 
is a decrease i n  the level  of expe n d i t u re and  when one 
cons iders the g ross expend i t u re it 's up.  Can the  M i n
ister j ust g ive an exp lanat ion on ( b )  as to where the 
expend i t u res are i n c reased and w here they're g o i n g  
to and  where the i n c reased recoveries a r e  com i n g  
fro m ?  

MR. USKIW: Yes, apparent ly  l ast year we h a d  a 
Hydro p roject w h i c h  we w i l l  n ot h ave t h i s  year and 
that exp l a i n s  the  red u ct ion i n  o u r  s h a re of the  f ig u re.  

MR. ORCHARD: Mr .  Cha i rman,  g ross expend i t u res 
are up by $700,000 and recoverab l e  is up a m i l l i on ,  
that  wou l d  i n d i cate to me the exact opposi te, that  
t here i s  a Hydro project go ing on  t h i s  year  that there is  
a h i g her  recovery on ,  n ot the converse.  

MR. USKIW: G ross are u p  but  our s hare is  down .  
T h at 's  recover ies  f rom oth e r  d e p a rt m e n ts, M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: Then ,  i f  the  M i n ister c o u l d  prov ide  
us  deta i l s  as to where the g ross exp e n d i t u res a re 
g o i n g  to take p lace, i n  what p rojects a n d  from w h i c h  
departments the  $ 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  recoverab l e  i s  com i n g  
fro m ?  

MR. USKIW: We're prepared to s u pp ly  that i nforma
t ion  when it 's ava i l a b l e  but  these are basica l l y  Est i
mates for w hat we see ahead and what other depart
ments have i n d i cated to us. I don't  k n ow that we can 
supp ly  that i nformat i o n  at th is t i me .  I t 's i n-house 
operat ions .  What we' re do ing  is cash f low i n g  here.  

MR. ORCHARD: Wel l ,  some of i t  i s  i n- House cash 
f low i n g  between departments but  there is  a net 
expend it u re by the department of $2.7 m i l l i o n  w h i c h  
is a fa i r ly  s i g n i f icant  expend i t u re funds .  Where w i l l  
that expend i tu re take p l ace and on  what project? 
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MR. USKIW: I am advised that the servi ces we pro
vide to other govern ment  departments and j u r i sd ic
t ions go i nto Accounts Co l lecti b le  and the  ones w i th  
Hydro g o  to C u rrent Revenue .  But  we have to prov ide  
for  a l l  of that .  

MR. ORCHARD: So then,  i s  the M i n ister say i n g, of 
the $2.7 m i l l i o n  w h i c h  you 've shown as a n et expend i 
t u re f o r  the  Department  o f  H i g hways that w o r k  w i l l  b e  
u n dertaken on  behalf  of Man itoba Hyd ro and Man i -
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toba Hydro w i l l  make the payment to the Department  
of F i n a n ce and  not to the Department  of H i g hways 
and Transportat i o n .  i s  that the reason ?  

MR. USKIW: Yes, that i s  correct. 

MR. ORCHARD: Where i s  Hydro u n derta k i n g  $2 .7 
m i l l i o n  worth of work? 

MR. USKIW: Everyt h i n g  combi ned i s  $2.  7 m i l l ion ,  M r. 
Cha i rman,  Hydro is a component .  

MR. ORCHARD: What are the other  components? 

MR. USKIW: Man itoba Telephone System ,  towns, v i l 
lages, LG Ds, m u n ic i pa l i t ies and some pr i vate part ies, 
i f  you l i ke ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman,  I th ink  the  a ids  to  
c i t ies, towns and v i l l ages i s  rep resented in  I tem 8. (a ) ,  
t h e  M i n i ster i s  i n d icat i n g  some expend i t u res to  towns 
a n d  v i l l ages in  I tem ( b )  here, I don ' t  reca l l  t h at b e i n g  a 
com ponent  of I tem ( b) . l s  that a new change i n  p o l i cy? 

MR. USKIW: The recover ies are f rom Hyd ro, M TS, 
L G Ds, m u n ic i pa l i tes, and pr ivate part ies. 

MR. ORCHARD: And those recover ies w i l l  total how 
m u c h ?  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  i t ' l l  be 2 .5 m i l l io n .  The recovery i s  
5 .2  m i l l io n ?  

MR. ORCHARD: Where does i t  s h o w  i n  the Est i m ate 
book the recovery of 5. 2 m i l l i o n ?  If t here is a recovery 
of 5.2 m i l l ion ,  M r. C h a i rman,  I t h i n k  there wou l d  be no 
2.7 m i l l i o n  u nder item ( b) .  

MR. USKIW: T h e  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  recovered from other 
departments and 2 .7 m i l l i on  from LGDs and others .  
That's 5. 2 m i l l i on  in  tota l .  The 2 .  7 m i l l io n  goes back to 
genera l  revenue .  

MR. ORCHARD: The others that are i n c l u ded in  that 
2 .7  m i l l i o n  is that where Hydro and MTS recoveries 
are l isted? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: Then I ass u m e  that the 2.5 m i l l i on  
recoverab le  f rom other  appropr iat ions  appear  i n, let's 
say for i n stance, the Department of N orthern Affai rs is 
probably a major consumer of this serv ice .  

MR. USKIW: I t 's not n ecessar i ly  N orthern Affai rs, M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: Then cou l d  the M i n ister i n d i cate 
from whom and from what other appropr iat ions the 
recoverab le  wou l d  be fou n d .  

MR. USKIW: Snowplowi ng and  govern ment  services, 
M r. Cha i rman,  br idges, .for water control  and so o n .  

MR. ORCHARD: N o w .  so that what we' re tal k i n g  
about here i s  recovery o f  cost-shared m a i ntenance i n  

L G D  roads. I s  that what we're tal k i n g  about i n  here? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, that's correct, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: So that  j ust to get c lear  o n  t h is ,  t h e  
5.2 m i l l i on  g ross expend i tu res, there w o n ' t  be a n y  
m a j o r  construct ion  p rojects i n  here, l i ke there's n o  
roads bei n g  b u i l t .  T h i s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  ma i ntenance o f  
roads, s n ow p i  owi n g  of roads and ,  I s u ppose, ma i nte
nance of br idges.  etc . .  in roads other than roads con
tai n ed in the PR system and the PTH system ?  

MR. USKIW: That i s  correct, yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: So that there i s  no reconstruct ion of 
roads in th is?  

MR. USKIW: Mr .  Cha i rman .  I tem (a )  deals  w i th  con
str u ct ion .  What we're deal i n g  with  here - no,  i t  says 
Construct ion and Ma i ntenance, Other  J u r isd ict ions .  
I t's  not construct ion .  There i s  some construct ion  here 
i n  the L G Ds, yes . 

MR. ORCHARD: I 've got to a d m i t  I ' m  g ett i n g  some
what confused and i t  isn't  a l l  that long ago that I used 
to look at these t h i ngs .  O kay, what makes the  d iffer
ence between construct ion  u nd e r  th i s  I tem ( b )  and 
say,  construct ion  that wou l d  be ordered in  the LGDs? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman,  what we ' re  look ing at  
h e re i s  what we do o n  the i r  beha l f  a n d  we get a recov
ery aga i nst .  What we d o  on I tem 8. i s  where we h ave a 
cost-shar ing  arrangement, w h i c h  is a d i rect capital  
project on  our part. So that's the  d i fference between 
the two components.  

MR. ORCHARD: O kay, l et m e  get th is stra i g ht .  
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MR. USKIW: I t 's a n i l  cost, that's what i t  i s .  We recover 
a 100 percent here. 

MR. ORCHARD: The o n l y  reason why there i s  2 .7 i n  
t h i s  l i ne i s  because that 2 .  7 i s  recoverable from C rown 
Corporat ions wh ich ,  of cou rse, don ' t  appear in the 
Est i m ates Book. Is that a correct ass u m pt i o n ?  

MR. USKIW: I have i t  the  o t h e r  w a y .  I have 2 .7  as t h e  
LG D a n d  Others .  So we s u p p l y  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  t h e n  
when  we receive the p a y m e n t  i t  g oes to C u rrent 
Revenue .  We don't see the m oney. 

MR. ORCHARD: Now, that i s  from MTS and  Hydro .  

MR. USKIW: And the  LG Ds, too ,  w he re we are do ing  
work  for  them.  

MR. ORCHARD: R i g ht, but  the LG D Recoverable is  
a l l  part and  parcel in  th i s  2 .5 m i l l ion ,  i s  i t  not?  

MR. USKIW: No, the 2 .7  m i l l io n  i s  H y d ro, MTS, LG D,  
m u n ic ipa l i t ies and pr ivate part ies .  The  2 .5  i s  Other  
Govern ment Departments .  

MR. OR CHARD: T h e n ,  i n  t h e  R ec o v e ry f r o m  
O t h e r  Departme nts,  o n e  of  t h os e  i s  q u i te  l i ke ly  
Northern Affai rs.  
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MR. USKIW: I ' m  n ot certa in ,  but  I am led to be l ieve 
that i t  is q u ite l i ke ly .  

MR. ORCHARD: O nce agai n ,  M r. Chairman,  that i s  
Recovery of Ma i ntenance u n d e rtak i ngs, for i n stance, 
o n  resou rce roads; roads to, say, remote com m u n i
t ies ;  Native com m u n it ies? 

MR. USKIW: N o, it 's an a l l  and s u n d ry t h i n g, Mr .  
Cha i rman .  Whatever we do for  N orthern Affa i rs, they 
pay us for. 

MR. ORCHARD: O kay, what's the Recoverab le  from 
Canada? What work are we u nderta k i n g  o n  behalf of 
Canada? 

MR. USKIW: That's 957,000. That's the UTAP P ro
g ram, M r. C ha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: The UTAP P rogram, that's the g rade 
separat ion Recovery from the Federal  Govern ment? 

MR. USKIW: In  th is  example  i t  i s .  PTH 12,  yes . 

MR. ORCHARD: I don 't reca l l  that bei n g  a lways 
shown here. - ( I nterject ion ) - Is that r ight?  

MR. USKIW: N o, it 's the same.  The more they chan g e, 
the more they're the same. 

MR. ORCHARD: The more they stay the same.  Wel l ,  
poss i b l y  we s h o u l d  leave t h i s  i t e m  before the  M i n ister 
and I become total l y  confused . As long as the M i n ister 
can ass u re m e  he's not  s l i p p i n g  somet h i n g  over on 
i n nocent M e m bers of Her M ajesty's Loyal O p posit i o n .  

MR. USKIW: T h i s  i s  rea l l y  a n i l  appropr iat i o n ;  i t 's 
m oney put  t h ro ug h  and m o n ey taken out .  

· MR. CHAIRMAN: ( b ) ( I )  G ross Expend i t u res-pass; 
( b) (2)  Less: Recoverable from Other Appropr iat ions
pass;  5. (c )  R u ra l  Transpo rtat ion  G rants for the D i s
abled - the Mem ber for Pemb i na .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman,  I u nderstan d  i n  d is
cuss i o n s  we had at the T ransportat ion  D iv i s ion  that is 
where an S M Y  is bei n g  added to look after the respon
s i b i l i t ies of th is program development .  

MR. USKIW: I be l ieve that i s  the  case, Mr .  Cha i rman .  
don' t  have  a note here but ,  as I reca l l  i t ,  that i s  r ight .  

MR. ORCHARD: Has the M i n ister had an opportu n i ty 
to peruse the  g u i d e l i nes for estab l i sh ment of these 
hand icapped transit system s  in rura l  Man itoba? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, Mr. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD: T h a n k  you,  M r. Cha i rman .  W o u l d  
the  M i n ister be propos i n g  any bas ic  changes i n  the  
cr i ter ion  of p rov i d i n g  the service i n  the com m u n i t ies? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  n o ,  I t h i n k  i t 's too early i n  the p ro
g ram, M r. C h a i r m a n .  Th i s  is q u ite new and I t h i n k  we 
wou l d  h ave to let i t  fu nct ion  for a time frame and then 
review i t  so see whether  there's any f i ne  t u n i n g  o r  

u p g ra d i n g  o r  whatever that shou ld  take p l ace.  I t h i n k  
it 's a good prog ram, q u ite fran k ly .  There seem s  to b e  a 
fa i r  amount  of i nterest o n  the  part of many com m u n i 
t ies and that i n  itself, I s u p pose, is  t h e  s u pport i n g  
ev idence t hat it 's probab ly  a program g o i n g  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  d i rect i o n .  

MR. ORCHARD: Yes, I ag ree that it 's a good program 
and  it 's n ot c o i nc identa l  that i t  was one that I d evelo p
ed i n  there and I t h i n k  it responded to a p retty leg i t i 
mate n eed . I t  was a need,  q u ite fra n k ly, Mr .  C h a i rman,  
and  the M i n ister w i l l  be fu l ly  aware of t h i s, i t  was 
p red icated by Federal G overn ment f u n d i n g  and Can
ada Works back a n u m ber  of years ago that deve loped 
a serv ice and then the Federal Government  in i ts w i s
d o m  chose to l et those services sort of d i e  o n  the  v i n e .  
We were o n l y  ab le  to k e e p  t w o  of t h e m  g o i n g  u nt i l  w e  
deve loped the pol i cy g u ide l i nes and that bei n g  i n  the  
Cha i rman's const i tuency in  Ste i n bach .  

H o w  m a n y  other c o m m u n it ies does t h e  M i n ister 
ant ic i pate bei n g  able to fund with this appropr iat ion?  

MR. USKIW: To d ate we've got The Pas, Ste i n bach 
and Sel k i r k  and  there are several a p p l i cat i o n s .  So, i n  
t h e  cou rse o f  the n ext 1 2  months, there w i l l  be q u ite a 
n u m ber that w i l l  be c o m i n g  i n .  

MR. ORCHARD: I s  Se l k i rk's app l icat ion  - t h e  l ast I 
had  anyt h i n g  to do w i th  it they had a b u s  that they 
were very c lose to p l ac i n g  the o rder  on ,  h as that been 
acco m p l ished? 

MR. USKIW: I thought  i t  was a van, but  maybe i t  was a 
bus .  
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MR. ORCHARD: Wel l ,  i t  was  a pretty good s ized van .  
Has that  been ordered, then ,  Mr .  Cha i rman? 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  not certai n w here i t ' s  a t .  I k n ow t h at 
the  g rant  m o n ies have been p rovided but  j ust where 
the  acq u is i t ion  of the  veh i c l e  is ,  I don 't k n ow. They 
apparent ly have p u rchased i t .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman,  the o n l y  comment  I 
m i g h t  have is that, if t here are a n u m ber  of com m u n i
t ies who have app l icat ions i n  and i n  fact q ua l i fy, the  
o n l y  com ment I m ight  make  i s  that  the M i n ister m i g ht 
f i n d  the 170, 000 to be i n  need of a s u p p lement  
because I don 't be l ieve we expended the $100, 000 l ast 
year because the program j ust d i d n 't get u nder way 
early e n o u g h  in the fiscal year to get e n o u g h  new 
organ izati ons  i n  i t .  I th ink  we probab ly  on ly  expended 
about  60, 000-some-odd of i t .  But  certa i n ly, with 
tabl i n g  and  i nformal  p resentat ion  of the po l i cy on t hat 
Transportat ion  Prog ram, the i nterest was very s i g n i f i 
cant, very s izable, and i t  a l m ost left me with  the q u es
t i o n  as to whether m aybe we had developed a p ro
g ram that was j u st too good and m i g h t  end up gett i n g  
i nto t h e  q u a rter- m i l l i o n  t o  ha lf-m i l l io n  d o l l a r  expend i 
t u re i n  very short order .  

MR. USKIW: M r. C h a i rman,  we're cogn izant of the 
fact  that 170 may or  m ay not be adeq u ate for the year .  
We i ntend to mon itor th i s  q u ite ear ly  so that i f  it 
appears early enough  i n  the game that we m i g ht be 
s h o rt of f u nds, there may another item in S u pp lemen-
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tary S u pply ,  but that w i l l  be based at an update at the 
po int  where we dec ide Supp lementary Su pp ly .  

MR. ORCHARD: No,  I don ' t  t h i n k  I h ave anyt h i n g  
fu rther .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mem ber for Dau p h i n .  

MR. JOHN PLOHMAN ( Dauphin): M r .  Cha i rman ,  
co i n c identa l ly ,  today I had a ca l l  f rom the K n i g hts of  
C o l u m bus i n  Dauph i n  who want  to p u rc hase a b u s  for 
the  elderly and h a n d i capped and I ' m  j ust wonder i n g  i f  
a g ro u p  l i ke that wou l d  q u a l i fy for t h is k ind of a p ro
g ram? Or does i t  have to be done th rough  m u n i c i pa l  
govern ments? 

MR. USKIW: As I u n derstan d  the cr iter ia ,  w hoever 
carr ies out the prog ram has to be supported by  the 
l o c a l  g o ve r n m e n t .  It h as t o  go t h r o u g h  t h e  
m u n ic i pal ity.  

MR. PLOHMAN: Yes, M r. Cha i rman ,  so that the  i nd i 
v i d ua l  serv ice c lub  or  organ izat ion  then c o u l d  not  
m ake app l icat ion  to the  govern ment .  They'd h ave to  
work  t h ro u g h  the i r l ocal  government? 

MR. USKIW: That i s  correct. 

MR. PLOHMAN: T h a n k  you.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 5(c)  R u ra l  Transportat ion  G rants 
for the Disabled-pass; Reso l ut ion  84. 

MR. HYDE: Pardon me,  before C o m m ittee r ises,  I 
wonder if I cou ld  ask the M i n i ster a q u est i o n ?  

MR. CHAIRMAN: C o u l d  I read the R eso l ut ion f i rst? 

MR. USKIW: Let h i m  f i n i s h ,  Mr. C h a i rman .  

MR. HYDE: I j u st wanted to ask  a q u est ion to the 
M i n i ster; j ust where in  t h i s  beaut i fu l  prov i n ce of o u rs 
d i d  h e  f i n d  a p i ct u re l i ke he has on t h e  front of h i s  map  
t h i s  year? I k i nd  of a d m i re that ;  t h at 's a t remendous  
pi ece of photography.  I ex pect you are  respo n s i b l e  
f o r  that ;  are you ,  M r. M i n i ster? 

MR. USKIW: I t hought  i t  was the Lake Wi n n i peg Nar
rows, but I ' m  not certai n .  

MR. HYDE: Y o u  don't  t h i n k  s o ?  I t's a beaut i fu l  p ictu re.  

MR. USKIW: I t h i n k  i t 's Lake Man itoba N arrows. No,  
I 'm to ld it 's n ot.  

MR. HYDE: M r. M i n i ster,  I te l l you what made me 
th i n k  about i t .  We cou l d  use a br idge  l i ke t hat across 
the Crescent Lake at Portage la  Pra ir ie .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Pem b ina .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Cha i rman ,  t h e  M i n ister has  
been so k ind  to respond to a q uest ion  on the m a p .  I 
was j u st wonder i n g ,  he n oted and  I forgot to ask h i m ,  
he sa id that t h e  cost o f  maps h a d  g o n e  u p  b y  $15, 000 
t h i s  year. Was that to change the p ic tu re on the back 
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of the map that extra cost was i n c u rred? 

MR. USKIW: I f  o n e  was to relate to the  q u a l i ty of the 
p i cture, i t  cou ld  be that m u c h .  

MR. ORCHARD: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the M i n ister rea l izes 
t h at I 've got a who le  b u n c h  of l i tt le  p ict u res that I paste 
o n  the back of the maps before I send them out and  
c h ange the  name on  the bottom to protect the 
i n nocent .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolu t ion  No.  84 - Resolved that 
there be g ranted to Her  M aj esty a sum n ot exceed i n g  
$6, 317,000 for  H i g h ways a n d  Trans portat i o n  for  
assistance programs for the  f iscal  year ,  e n d i n g  the 
31st Day of March ,  1983-pass. 

C o m m ittee r ise 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): We're 
cont i n u i ng w i th  I tem No .  1 - General Ad m i n i strat ion  
-1. (d ) (1) P o l i cy Stud ies.  

The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for T u rt le M o u nta i n .  

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r .  
C h ai rm a n ,  I w o n d e r  i f  the  M i n i ster c o u l d  a d v i s e  the 
com m ittee how many feed l ot o pe rators t here a re in  
Man i toba,  by that I mean beef  men who buy catt le  for  
f i n i s h i n g .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  of  
Agr icu l tu re .  

HON. BILLIE URUSKI (Interlake): Yes ,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  i n  terms of the feed lot operato rs ,  some between 
the 100 a n d  500 head per year, and t here i s  n o  b reak
down as to the n u m bers of operators who wou l d  actu
al ly g o  out  and  p u rc hase cattl e ,  but  the ass u m pt ion 
wou l d  be that a port ion  of t hose f rom 100 to 500 h ead 
per year ,  there are 343; 500 head o r  more per year 25; 
and 1,000 o r  m o re there wou l d  be approx i m ately 15. 
So rou g h ly of t h e  catt l e  feede rs approx i m ately 8 per
cent of t h e  catt l e  feeders i n  M a n itoba or a p o rt i o n  
thereof o n e  c o u l d  make a n  ass u m pt ion  that t hey 
wou l d  buy a port ion  of the i r  cattle  from the stat ist ics 
that we have wou l d  poss ib ly  g o  out  and buy  a port ion 
of their  heads that they wou l d  f i n i s h .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. C h a i rm a n ,  t h e n  i t  wou ld  be my 
u n dersta n d i n g  t h at up to 400 operators are n ow g o i n g  
to be faced w i th  the  s i tuat ion  of com pet i n g  wi th  s u b
s id ized feedlot  operators i n  O ntar io,  i n  A l berta and 
that they a re now g o i n g  to encou nter a s i tuat ion in  the  
prov i nce w here, i n  effect, t hey w i l l  be com peti n g  
aga i nst s u bs i d ized feeders as wel l t h ro u g h  the 
govern ment's  progra m .  G iven those c i rc u mstances, 
Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I wonder  i f  the M i n i ster cou ld  adv ise 
the com m i ttee h ow he expects these fee d l ot opera
tors i n  the provice to manage to stay in bus iness  or  
does he expect them to stay in  bus iness? 

MR. URSUKI: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  o bv ious ly  the feed lot 
operators i n  M a n itoba wou l d  n ot be treated any d i f
ferent ly  t h a n  they are i n  o u r  n e i g h bo u ri n g  Prov i n ce of 
Saskatchewan i n  terms of the  herd s ize and the 
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amount  of a n i ma ls  that they wou ld  p u rc h ase and  they 
certa i n l y  - the farmers dec ided ,  made a management 
dec is ion that they wanted to use custom feed ing  fac i l 
i t ies i n  te rms  of the i r  overa l l  operat ions ,  that's some
t h i n g  that the board who w o u l d  be dea l i n g  with con
t racts, I ass u me,  wou l d  want to look at those k i n d s  of 
operat ions .  

In  terms of the feed l ot operators themselves of  stay
i n g  or  not stay ing  in b u s i n ess,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  we are 
s u p port i n g  - agai n ,  I te l l  t h e  h o n o u ra b l e  m e m ber  -
we are su pport i n g  the  bas ic cow herd i n  M a n itoba and  
that i s  the extent o f  o u r  progra m .  

MR. RANSOM: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  i t  s i m ply  i s  evi
dent to me that the M i n ister hasn't worked this pro
g ram t h roug h  to a level  that  wou l d  a l low h i m  rea l l y  to 
u n de rstand the i m pact that i t 's  go i n g  to h ave on a l l  
seg ments o f  the  beef i n d u stry. I t h i n k  that's goi n g  to 
becom e  m o re and m o re ev ident  as t i m e  passes. I ' m  
not s u re whether that's s i m p ly  a n  overs ight  o r  whether 
it 's a dec is ion that the government  has made that they 
don't  care what the i m pact is u pon  feed l ot operators. 
G iven some of the i nformat ion  that came out today, I 
rather  t h i n k  that the re's a n  e lement  of the  l atter at 
least. 

One other q u esti o n ,  Mr. C h a i rm a n ,  that has to do 
with another area s i n ce we're ta l k i n g  about  researc h .  
Th is  i s  one  t h a t  bothers m e  a l i t t le b i t  because it  has  t o  
do  w i t h  a reso l ut ion  that w a s  p resented to the New 
Democ rat ic Party Convent ion .  I 'd l i ke to read the 
reso l u t i o n  i nto the record,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  I t  went l i ke 
th is :  

"WH E R EAS the Fac u l ty of Agri c u l t u re at the U n i 
versity o f  M a n itoba has p roven itself u n a b l e  t o  s u p
port market i n g  boards, co-operatives or any  system 
that ho lds  farmers together ;  a n d  

"WH E R EAS t h i s  facu lty t u rns  out  at l east 1 50 stu
dents per year wi th  m o re o r  less the  same att i tudes;  
and 

"WH E R EAS these stu d e nts have become very v is
i b le  mouthp ieces i n  attac k i n g  the Canad ian  Wheat 
Board and co-operat ive g ra i n hand l i n g  system a n d  
a r e  sta u n c h  defe n ders of the com mod ity exchange 
and  m u l t i nat iona l  corporat ions ;  

"TH E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R ESOLVED that the  govern
ment i nvest igate the Faculty of Agr icu l tu re's Econom
ics Department  and  the  School  of Agr icu l tu re to  
d eterm i n e  the  a m o u n t  of c o u rse t i m e  devoted to the  
study and  d iscuss ion of o rder ly m arketi n g . "  

T h a t  w a s  s u b m itted,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  by the  M i n ne
dosa const i tuency and the M i n ister h as said good 
idea.  I wonder then, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i f  the  M i n ister w i l l  
i n form t h e  House whether  he  p l a n s  to u ndertake t h i s  
k i n d  o f  i nvest i gat ion  of the  freedo m  of research and  
teach ing  and expression a t  the U n iversity o f  Man itoba? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  obv ious ly  the  Membe r  
f o r  T u rt l1:1  M o u nta in  wants to read whatever he  c a n  
i nto the resol ut ion .  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  h o p e  that 
the U n iversity i n  prese n t i n g  i ts  cou rses to o u r  you n g  
peop le  i n  A g r i c u l t u re d o e s  so i n  terms o f  m a k i n g  s u re 
that there is that k i n d  of a ba lance of v iew i n  terms of 
h avi n g  the students be o pe n  and  be ing  a l l owed to 
have both s i d es of the system so that people them
selves cou l d  make u p  the i r  own m i nds .  In  fact, the 
member k n ows several of the  - at least r ig ht now i n  

t h e  n ews t hat w e  h ave i n  M a n itoba,  i n  Western Can
ada,  some of the former professors who,  I g u ess,  were 
be l iev ing what they were teac h i n g  and went out and 
pract i sed what they were preac h i n g  i n  terms of the 
open market system ,  and somehow the system col
l apsed aro u n d  their  ears in terms of n ot being able to 
actua l ly  put i nto p ractice what they h ave been preach
ing in terms of g ra i n  m arketi n g  and the open m arket 
system ,  the  theor ies that they h ave been teac h i n g .  
T h e y  decided to come out  i n  the  real w o r l d  a n d  t ry i t  
out  and w e  see some o f  t h e ,  u nfort u n ately ,  s o m e  of 
o u r  farmers are now i n  that posit ion of t ry i n g  to make 
s u re that the  checks a n d  ba lances are i n  p l ace by the 
Federal  G overn ment ,  can p u l l  together  some of the 
p i eces where producers have, i n  fact ,  taken a very, 
very serious  f i nanc ia l  loss in the g ra i n i n d u stry and 
some of the  peop le  i nvolved were those obv ious ly  that 
were doi n g  the teac h i n g  and had the - ( l nterject ion )
wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  he  was  n ot a u n i versity p rofessor, 
but at least he  hasn ' t  p reached that one system is the 
best system and then  he decided to try i t  and i t  d i d n't  
work .  Obv ious ly ,  we' re about to try and  pick up the 
p ieces of what h as been taught  over  the l ast n u m ber 
of years in th is i n stance and many farmers in M a n i
toba and across Western Canada were h u rt a n d  are 
h u rt f i nanc ia l ly  as a resu l t  of it . 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  my q uest ion  to the 
M i n i ster of Agri c u l t u re was does he p l a n  to u ndertake 
this sort of i n vest i g at i o n .  This reso lu t ion  p resented to 
h i s  party's convent ion asked that the government 
i nvesti gate the  Fac u l ty of Agr icu l tu re's Eco n o m ics 
Department  and the  School  of Agr icu l t u re to d eter
m i ne the a m o u n t  of cou rse t i m e  devoted to the  study 
and  d iscuss ion  of order ly m arketi n g ,  that's the  q u es
t i o n  that I asked the M i n ister a n d  he  g ave me a d isser
tat ion  on exper ience of i n d iv idua ls  i n  the  m arket
p l ace.  That wasn't  what I asked , M r. Cha i rman ,  I want 
to k n ow does h e  plan to conduct that k i n d  of 
i nvest igat ion?  
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MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  obvious ly the m e m ber 
d i d n't  l i ke the a nswer I gave him because some of the 
people - ( I nterject i o n ) - wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  the 
m e m ber may p refer whatever he l i kes.  T here's n o  
i ntent ion on  m y  part to go out  o n  a wi tch-h u nt of t h e  
U n i versity of M a n itoba,  never has and won't  be but ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  hope that i n  the acad e m i c  
freedom of the  U n iversity that there is  s o m e  balance 
i n  terms of opt ions avai lab le  so that students a re g iven 
the whole range of options in terms of the cou rses that 
they take so that t here is a ba lanced v iew i n  the  
cou rses that are  taught  to them.  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  does  the M i n i ster p lan  
to u ndertake a n  i nvest igat ion?  M r. Cha i rman ,  the M i n
ister says he to ld  me .  I ag ree with h i m  that I hope 
there's ba lance, but  I 've asked the M i n ister whether he 
p lans to u ndertake th i s  type of i nvest igat ion w h i c h  
w a s  ca l led  for  i n  the  reso lu t ion  t h a t  w a s  presented t o  
h i s  convent i o n .  A s i m p le  y e s  o r  no wou ld  s uffice ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n .  Does the  M i n ister p lan  to u ndertake t h i s  
k i n d  o f  i nvest igat ion? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  e i ther  the honou rable 
m e m ber  d idn ' t  hear  m e  proper ly .  I sa id  I had no  i nten-
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t ions of g o i n g  on a witch-hu nt to the U n i versity. 

MR. RANSOM: I ' m  sorry, I ' m  n ot u sed to that k i n d  of 
rhetor ic ;  M r. Cha i rman,  w here he's speak i n g  of witch
h u nts.  I wasn ' t  ta l k i n g  about wi tch-hu nts.  I was ta lk
ing about  a resol ut ion  presented to h is  convent i o n .  
N ow, i f  the  type of reso l u t i o n  that i s  p resented to t h e  
N e w  Democrat ic  Party convent ion  cal l s  for witch
h u nts, then so be i t ,  Mr .  Chairman.  T hat's the  way the  
M i n ister of Agri c u l t u re has descr ibed i t .  That's not the 
way I h ave descri bed i t  and I 'm p leased to see then 
that h e  is  p repared to g rant  the  U n iversity the  sort of 
acad e m i c  freedo m  wh ich  the u n i versit ies h ave been 
acc u m stomed to. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member  for A rth u r. 

MR. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): M r. Cha i rman,  t h e  
M i n ister i n  some of h i s  ear l ie r  answers today re l at i n g  
to t h e  Beef I ncome Assu rance P rogram h as i n d i cated 
that t here w i l l  be f u rther  deta i l  worked out by a com
m ittee wh ich  he says  by h i s  p ress release that h e  w i l l  
b e  a n n o u n c i n g  b y  m i d-Apr i l ,  yet n ot ab le  t o  te l l  u s  any 
mem bers w h o  are to be appoi nted to that c o m m ittee. 
We are fast approac h i n g  the m i d d l e  of Apr i l  and t h e  
Prem ier  prom ised an  emergency rel ief program a n d  
they had a c o m m itment  to s u pport the  beef i n d ustry, 
M r. Cha i rman .  

The  p ress release a lso i n d icates that the com m it
tee's mandate i s  to esta b l i s h  s u p po rt levels a n d  
n u m bers o f  l ivestock i n  w h i c h  the  i n d iv idua ls  or  t h e  
farmers w i l l  be ab le  to en rol l .  

There's o n e  other reference m ade, M r. Cha i rman,  
for t h e  a b i l i ty of cow-cal f  producers i f ,  i n  fact, they 
s i g ned u p  t h i s  s p r i n g  because they felt it was i mpera
t ive to get the $50 per cow and that by fa l l  t h ey deter
m i ned th rough  a m anagement  d ec is ion  that the ca l f  
pr ice was adeq u ate enough  to retu rn them suff ic ient  
i n co m e, t h at 's o n e  of the deta i l s  t h e  c o m m i ttEje wou l d  
wou l d  b e  reco m m e n d i n g .  I wou l d  ask t h e  M i n ister i s  
h e, wou l d  h e  te l l the comm ittee t h at $50 per h e a d  t h at 
they receive at t h i s  part icu lar  po int  wi l l  have to be pa id  
back th is  fa l l  i f ,  i n  fact, t h ey dec ide to  opt out  of t h e  
p rog ram? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman ,  when  the  contract a n d  
the deta i l s  of the contract a r e  worked o u t  i n  consu lta
t ion wi th  the C o m m ittee and the group  those deta i l s  
w i l l  be a n n o u nced.  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman,  when does the M i n is
ter ex pect to have the f i rst payout g o  on  the new 
l i vestock p rogram t h at he's in t roduced, when wi l l  a 
farmer act u a l l y  receive $50 per cow for the program i f  
he e nters i nto i t?  When can he s ign  up and when the 
contracts aren ' t  ready, when does he expect the f i rst 
money to flow i nto the prod ucers' hands? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman,  the f i rst area of respon
s i b i l i ty or  work that the c o m m ittee w i l l  do i s  to work 
out  the  support levels i n  terms of the n u m bers of cows 
that would be e n ro l led u nder the p rogram.  When 
those deta i l s  are f i n a l ized and d iscussed with recom
mendat ions  to myself, a t  that po in t  i n  t ime  the f i n i sh
i n g  deta i l s  to the contract co u l d  be made .  We' re look
i ng at a t ime  frame of approxi mately, I wou l d  t h i n k, s i x  

to e ight  weeks that that cou l d  happen and by that t i m e  
t h e  contract wou l d  be ready and  prod u cers wou l d  be 
i n  a pos i t ion to s ign the  contract thereafter and w i th i n  
a s h o rt per iod o f  t i m e  the money cou l d  f low. S o  we're 
ta l k i n g  probably e igh t  to twelve weeks that m oney 
c o u l d  actua l ly  be de l ivered to p rod u cers. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. C h a i rman ,  how many, I ' m  s u re 
t h e  M i n ister i n  h i s  d iscuss ions with h i s  friends i n  the  
farm com m u n ity o r  the  advisory g roups  that he's 
referred to, the farm organ izat ions, how many l ives
tock producers d oes h e  expect to part ic i pate in t h i s  
p rog ra m ?  H e  m ust h ave done  some p roject ions, what 
percentage of the 15,000 - o r  how many of the  
approx i m ate 15,000 d oes he expect to e n ro l l  i n  the  
p rogra m ?  

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman,  t h e  m e m ber  wel l  k"nows 
that one rea l l y  can 't spec u l ate o n  that k i n d  of a 
n u m ber  as to how many w i l l  act u a l l y  s i g n  u p  o n  the  
program.  I n  terms of program costs i t  i s  ant ic i pated 
t h at we c o u l d  see probably 50 percen t  of the cow herd 
i n  Man itoba enro l led .  

MR. DOWNEY: 50 percent. 

MR. URUSKI: Thereabouts.  B ut, M r. Cha i rman ,  n o  
o n e  k n ows f o r  certa i n as t o  t h e  extent of the  e n ro l 
m ent, one  can ' t  even project that w i th  any accu racy. 
No d i fferent than any progra m  that was a n n o u n ced 
p rev ious ly  of stab i l izat ion .  You hope that produ cers 
who req u i re assistance wi l l  take advantage of t h e  
p rog ram a n d  m a k e  t h o s e  management  d e c i s i o n s  that 
t h ey req u i re .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1. (d ) {1) -pass. 
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The M e m ber for N iakwa. 

MR. ABE KOVNATS (Niakwa): T h a n k you, M r. 
Cha i rman,  j ust a coup le  of q uest ions  and then we' l l  be 
f i n ished wi th  th i s  part icu lar  department .  I 've l i stened 
wi th  g reat i n terest a l l  afternoon a n d  the early part of 
the even i n g  concern i n g  the M i n ister's remarks on t h e  
B eef I ncome Ass u rance P lan  and  i t ' s  bro u g ht a c o u 
p l e  of q u est ions to m i n d .  

F i rst of a l l ,  how many p roducers have been con
tacted to get the ir  o p i n ions  so that they can h ave 
some i n put  i nto this Beef I ncome Ass u rance P l a n ?  
Wou l d  i t  h ave been 50, 100, 150, 200? - ( I nter
jecti o n ) - Fai r enoug h .  The H o n o u rable M i n ister says 
200. 

MR. URUSKI: There have been representative g roups  
from a l l  facets of the i ndustry. I n  terms of how many 
p roducers some g ro u ps say they speak  for i s  another 
matter but i n  terms of organ izat ions, the Farm B u reau, 
the M C PA and other g ro u ps in terms of i n d iv i d u a l  
farmers as wel l ,  I perso n a l l y  h ave s p o k e n  d i rect l y  a n d  
i n d i rect ly  by correspondence to, I wou ld  say a p p rox
i m ately 200 myself. 

MR. KOVNATS: Thank  you, Mr. C ha i rman,  I wasn't  
t ry i n g  to catch the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister o n  any  f ig
u res but  I was j ust tryi n g  to get in  m y  mind a percen
tage of the a m o u nt of prod ucers as to the a m o u nt of 
peo p l e  contacted and it 's about 1 percent. It seems to 
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be q u ite an i n s i g n i f icant n u m ber to be mak i n g  these 
big dec is ions  on and I ' m  s u re that the H o n o u rab le  
M i n ister h as gone i nto i t  i n  g reat deta i l .  I u nderstan d  
the  Beef I ncome Assu rance P lan  o n  how it  w i l l  protect 
the producers and how it  w i l l  p rotect the consu mers 
i nasm u c h  t hat there w i l l  be a beef i n d ustry in the 
Prov i nce of Man itoba,  so t h at we wi l l  n ot be he ld  u p  so 
that there w i l l  be n o  probl e m s  as far as s h i pp i n g  i n  
beef from other prov i nces.  W e  wi l l  h ave o u r  own 
i n d u stry here i f  we can p rotect the i n d ustry.  But ,  i t 's  
l i ke a game of chess. Has the H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster 
fol l owed i t  t h ro u g h  to it 's u l t i m ate c o n c l u s i o n ?  How 
w i l l  i t  affect the consu mer as far as the price that the 
consumer  h as to pay for meat? I s  i t  g o i n g  to take a 
sh arp i n c rease? I s  it g o i n g  to be h e l d  o n  a level ? The 
reason that I 'm l o o k i n g  for a f i g u re of th is  n at u re i s ,  i n  
about  a year's t ime I 'm go ing to be ab le  to g o  back to  
t h e  M i n i ster  a n d  say ,  M r. M i n i ster,  you sa id  that i t  
wasn't  g o i n g  to g o  u p  i n  pr ice  o r  i t  w a s  g o i n g  to g o  u p  
i n  p r i c e .  I t 's  g o i n g  to be a stat u s  q u o .  T h i s  i s  how h i s  
program i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  looked a t  b y  t h e  peop l e  of t h e  
Prov i n ce of Man i toba.  C a n  the H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster 
advise whether t here's g o i n g  to be any var ia n ce in the 
price with i n  the next year? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  i f  t h e  H o n o u rab le  
M e m ber for N iakwa can p red ict what t h e  m arket pr ice 
in  N o rth  A m er ica for beef  wi l l  be, M r. Cha i rman ,  he 
obv ious ly  w i l l  be ab le  to reflect o r  te l l  a l l  t h e  consu
mers of M a n itoba what they' l l  be payi n g  for beef in  the 
n ext year  o r  so .  

MR. KOVNATS: To the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister ,  I don ' t  
h ave a crystal b a l l  to p roject the  pr ices,  b u t  I thought  
t hat the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister wou l d  have some sort of 
an  idea as to costs of prod u c i n g  beef now, today, as to 
whether the cost is g o i n g  to i n c rease w i th  t h e  s u bs idy ,  
in  fact, of what we wi l l  be g iv ing to the  m eat prod uc
ers .  A n d  I ' m  not aga i nst that s u bs i d y ,  I ment ioned i t  
before, I th i n k  that w e  have to p rotect the  i n d u stry and 
I th ink  the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister can come u p  wi th  
some sort of a f i g u re as to how the pr ice of meat w i l l  
vary with i n  the next year. 

If the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister i s  n ot g o i n g  to g ive me 
any i dea I ' l l  w i thdraw and I ' l l  j ust s i t  t i g h t  for a year and 
in  a year's t ime  I 'm g o i n g  to be ab le  to get at  the 
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister anyway and  say, see,  your  p ro
g ram i s n 't work i n g ,  or, boy,  I 'd be so happy to say, 
your program is  work i n g ,  because i t  w o u l d  benefit  a l l  
of the  peo p l e  of the Prov i nce of M a n i toba .  B u t  I h ave 
g reat fear; I don 't t h i n k  e n o u g h  i n put  has been put i nto 
t h i s  program at t h i s  po int .  

As I ment ioned before, 1 percent  of the  producers 
of the Prov i nce of Man itoba h ave been consu lted and 
I th ink ,  maybe, about  ha l f  of one  percent of the con
su mers,  of w h i c h  there a m i l l i o n  i n  the Prov ince of  
Man itoba,  h ave been - and I 'm j ust g uess i n g ,  and the 
f i g u re of o n e-ha l f  of one  percent  rem i n d s  me of the  jar  
of p ick les that I see ,  Benzoate of Soda,  o n e-ha l f  of one 
percent .  I t 's  such  an i n s i g n i f icant  a m o u nt that we're 
tal k i n g  about  a n d  the  H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster hasn ' t  
even gone ,  to the cou rtesy of the consu mer ,  to get  any 
i n put  as to how t h i s  program is  go ing to affect them.  

With  t hose remarks I ' l l  pass i t  over to the  H o n o u r
ab le  M i n ister .  

MR. URUSKI: T h a n k  you ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  H e re we 
h ave a b i t  of a d i l e m m a  that the M e m ber for N iakwa 
ment ions because h is leader,  j u st th is  afternoo n ,  i nd i 
cated that we d i d n't  consu lt ,  o r  take  i nto acco u nt ,  
adv ice g iven to us  by the organ izat i o n  t hat was speak
ing for the 15, 000-odd beef prod ucers in  M a n i toba.  
A n d  we d id ,  M r. Chairman,  and I spoke o n  th is  very 
matter. Now the M e m ber  for N iakwa i n d i cates t h at 
we've o n l y  consu lted wi th  l ess than  2 percent of the  
p rod u cers i n  Man itoba because I sa id  there was  o n l y  a 
coup le  of h u n d red producers that I spoke to.  T h at's 
why I made my po in t  the way I d i d .  Who does the 
i n d ustry, or  several g roups ,  represent? 

The Leader of the  O p posi t ion today sa id  M C PA 
represents 15, 000 prod u cers i n  M a n itoba.  I 've i n d i
cated to mem bers o pposite that we took the  majority 
of the po i nts that they have p resented in the i r  s u b m is
s ion dea l i n g  w i th  an  i ncome assu rance plan and t h at 
was bas ica l ly  the  c o m m ittee that was set u p  by h i s  
co l leag ue i n  t h e  l ast two weeks o f  the  e lect i o n ;  the 
same group ,  o r  basi ca l ly  the  M C PA ,  they ' re t h e  o n es 
that were g o i n g  to m ake recom mendat ions .  Now,  by 
spea k i n g  to t h e m ,  t h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  cons iders 
that t h i s  g ro u p  on ly  represents 1 percent of the  p ro
d u cers in M a n itoba,  then ,  at least, maybe h e  and h i s  
leader s h o u l d  get together a s  to who represents what 
g ro u p  and  the  percentage of whom we h ave con
s u lted wi th  in  the  i n d ust ry .  You can 't h ave i t  both 
ways,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  because he's say i n g  t h at the 
g ro u ps we have consu lted with are m i n ute a n d  very 
few people .  

H is leader sa id ,  you d i d n ' t  consult  w i th  M C PA w h o  
represent the  15,000 p rod u cers i n  the  Prov i nce o f  
Man itoba,  when i n  fact, o u r  prog ram, i n  maj o r  fea
t u res of bei n g  vo l u ntary, govern ment  s u p po rt and the 
l i ke ,  fo l l ows a l o n g  some of the recom mendat ions  t h at 
were made by M C PA.  Now,  he' l l  h ave to dec ide for 
h i mse l f  w h i c h  group and  w h i c h  statements h e  w is hes 
to  fol l ow; t hose of h is  leader or  those of h is  own.  You 
can't  h ave i t  both ways. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  in terms of the consu mers of M a n i 
toba,  o n e  t h i n g  that we w i l l  attem pt t o ,  by hav i n g  a 
stable and  an assu red beef i n d ustry and an assu red 
cow-calf herd in M a n itoba, i s  that o u r  i ntent w i l l  be to 
f i n ish  more a n i ma ls  i n  the P rov i nce of Man itoba a n d  
be ab le  to provide a s u re, stable s u p p l y  of beef to n ot 
o n l y  consu mers i n  Man itoba,  but  consu mers i n  Can
ada, s i n ce,  h istor ica l ly ,  Man itoba h as been a n et 
exporter of agr icu l tural  products.  
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We are not, bas ica l ly ,  in a posit io n ,  and no prov i n ce 
is i n  a pos i t i o n  to be ab le  to set pr ice ,  if that's what the  
h o n o u rable m e m ber  is  say ing  as to what w i l l  be the 
u lt i m ate cost  to consu mers .  A prov inc ia l  market i n g  
agency or  s i n g l e  d e s k  market ing  u n it rea l l y  c a n  o n l y  
operate with i n  the context o f  the North A mer ican 
m arket and  attem pt to get as much c o m pet i t ion  i n  the  
marketpl ace to get the producers as g reat a ret u rn as  
poss i b l e  i n  re lat i o ns h i p  to the costs that they p ro
d uce. Obv ious ly  t h i s  prog ram h as been des i g ned 
because prod ucers have n ot been rece iv ing  the i r  
costs of prod uct ion .  They have been los ing  m o n ey 
and the i n d ustry has been i n  tro u ble .  

The  cycles that we've ta lked about  i n  beef over the 
years ,  that there i s  a cyc le  of low and h i g h ,  i s  a l most ,  
one  wou l d  have to say, v i rtua l ly  n on-ex i stent,  or ,  at  
least ,  i t 's been a l l  shattered.  There u sed to be a n i ne o r  
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eleven year cycle in terms of beef pr ices and produc
t ion .  That's gone out the w i n d ow, Mr .  C h a i rman ,  i n  
terms o f  what has happened i n  t h e  last few years ; t h at 
pattern is n o  longer there. As a resu lt, p ro d ucers have 
been very m u c h  hard hit; they cou ld  n ot r ide out t h e  
l ows; the l ows h ave b e e n  stretched out  m o re a n d  
more a n d ,  as a res u lt, t h i s  p rogram is  des i g n ed t o  
attem pt t o  br i ng  about s o m e  return  to p rodu cers t o ,  a t  
least, recover t h e i r  cash costs and a return  o n  thei r 
capita l  i nvestment to a degree to at least keep t h e m ,  
as the bas i c  s u pport program, to k e e p  them i n  a v iab le  
i n d u st ry a n d  i f  they  wish ,  to i n s u re themselves to  a 
h i g her  level ,  that's the p rocess that the co m m i ttee w i l l  
do a n d  d iscuss with  prod ucers, i f  they want, a separ
ate level  of i nsurance.  That wou ld  be opt iona l  to p ro
d u cers but that has to be d i sc u ssed with the com m it
tee and with p rodu cers in Man itoba.  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman,  the M i n i ster made a 
com ment  earl ie r, as wel l ,  he sa id that the beef p ro
d ucers o r  the feed lot p roducers of Man itoba w o u l d  
have to have the  s a m e  o p portu n i t ies o r  w o u l d  not  b e  
compet i n g  aga inst, or  have e q u a l  oppo rtu n ity t o  t h e  
feed l ot prod ucers i n  Saskatchewan, i s  what h e  sai d .  
As I u nderstand  t h e  Saskatchewan p rogram, M r. 
Cha i rman  - and you can correct m e  if I ' m  wrong ,  but 
I th i n k  maybe he shou l d  check th is  out. I bel ieve the 
feed lot p rod ucers i n  Saskatchewan d o  q u a l i fy for 
thei r Saskatchewan Beef I ncome Program whereas 
the Man itoba feed lot producers do not qua l i fy, and  I 
t h i n k  he wou ld  be wel l advised to check that out a n d  
p u t  i t  o n  the record . 

The  other po int  that has to be made, a n d  he keeps 
g o i n g  back to i t ,  Mr. C h a i rman,  is  that he  keeps try i n g  
to l eave the i m p ress ion  w i t h  t h e  com m i ttee that the 
beef producers of this p rov i n ce recom m en ded to h i m  
t hat they wanted a total change, complete c h ange, i n  
t h e i r  who le  m arket i n g  structu re, a n d  that i s  n ot the 
case.  I t 's  very much the opposite.  T hey d o  not want  a 
change i n  the i r who le  market i n g  structu re ; they want 
to m a i nta i n  the system that they have. In a report that 
the  M i n ister k nows, it was tab led here today, a n d  he 
keeps referr ing  to the fact that i t  was a recom menda
t ion .  The beef producers recom m ended t hat a n ationa l  
stab i l izat ion  wou ld  be i n  the i r best i nterest, t h at a 
o n e-t i m e  payment to the beef i nd u stry wou l d  be the i r  
m ost desirous way of rece iv ing an assistance pro
g ram,  and the fact that they were l ook i n g  at variab le  
pre m i u ms and  those other t h i ngs, were a lso part of  
the  recom m e n dations .  

But  they d i d n 't, M r. C h a i rman,  ask to be fed a who le  
p i l l  w i th  a l i t t le b i t  of sugar  on i t ,  a $50 car rot to  
swal l ow somet h i n g  that is  go ing  to be wrong for  some 
s ix  years wh ich i s  an i l l -conceived p rogra m .  I t 's unfo r
t u n ate that the  M i n ister last fal l ,  when h e  to ld  the beef 
pro d u cers, I was campai g n i n g  i n  h i s  c onst i tuency, i n  
h i s  area, when h e  pro m i sed t h e  beef p roducers,  M r. 
C h a i rman,  that he was g o i n g  to i nt roduce a prog ram 
and g ive them a support progra m .  Mr. C h ai rman ,  I 
was at some meet i n g s  i n  h is consti t u e n cy and the 
peop le  at  that meet i n g .to ld  m e  that the i r  mem ber was 
pro m i s i n g  s u pport for the beef i n d u st ry .  Now if he 
says that that i s  i n corre.ct I wou ld  certa in ly  g ive  h i m  a 
name or two that he col.Jfd check it o u t  w i th .  I was to ld 
t h at i f  I was going to in  any way get any  s u p port i n  that 
area that I ' d  better prom ise somet h i n g  even th o u g h  I 

d i d n 't p lan  to de l iver because that's what the  m e m ber  
there was d o i n g .  

T h at's the u nfortunate part. I thought  when  h e  was 
i n d i cat i ng to the farm co m m u n ity l ast fall t h at h e  had 
some research work d one, that they as a party were 
p repared to move with  the progra m .  I t' s  very i l l
con ceived, M r. Cha i rman,  and  I am s u re that as we g o  
t h r o u g h  the Est i m ates a s  the M i n ister, hopef u l ly, w i l l  
g ive us  a l i tt le  more i nformat ion  so that we can  i nform 
the farm com m u n ity exactly what they are to  be faced 
w i th  in the entanglement w h i c h  they are g o i n g  to h ave 
to deal w i th .  

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman,  I have some adv ice here 
i n  terms of the Saskatchewan prog ram . The  bas ic  
deta i l s  that Saskatchewan, when  he  talked about 
feed lot operators bei ng i nvo lved, anyone who has a 
cow-calf stab i l izat ion  p lan  wou ld  be ava i l ab le  on ly  to 
bona f ide cow-calf p rod ucers and that the  m u lt ip le  
owner o perat ion  can  reg i ster on ly  s laughter  steers, 
he i fers, g rad i ng A, B or C w i l l  qua l ify. The  program 
w i l l  be ava i lab le  o n ly to bona f ide cow-calf p roducers. 
M r. Cha i rman,  the analysis and com ments made by 
t h e  l i vestock i n d ustry analysts in Saskatchewan i nd i 
cated that o n ly about  130,000 of the 1 m i l l io n  calves 
p rod u ced in Saskatchewan were s laug htered in that 
p rov i n ce as fed steers or he ifers. The rest a re s h i p ped 
t o  A l berta and  O ntar io  for feed i n g .  The  low vo l u m e  of 
fed catt le  in Saskatchewan d u r i n g  the last 10 years 
has g reat ly  redu ced the feedlot and s laug hterhouse 
capaci ty i n  the  p rov i n ce .  So that now feed l ot opera
tors h ave t roub le  f i n d i n g  com pet i t ive markets, and 
wholesalers are havi n g  trou b le f ind ing enough vol u m e  
to market outs ide o f  the reg ion .  

" I f  enough produ cers s i g n  u p  for  the n ew beef stab i
l izat ion  p lan ,  th i s  t rend could be reversed , "  sa id  Red 
W i l l i ams, head of the  A n i mal  and Pou ltry Sc ience 
Depart ment, the U n i versity of Saskatchewan.  It has to 
p ro m ote m o re feed i n g  and k i l l i n g .  I t 's  a generous 
program a n d  people wi l l  l i ke ly be o b l i g ed to part ic i 
pate. Mr .  Cha i rman,  the  comments of  i n d ustry ana
lysts i n  the Prov i nce of Saskatchewan i n d i cate that 
because of the s m a l l  n u m ber of a n i ma ls  f i n ished i n  
t hat p rov i nce the i r  f i n i s h i n g  capacity i s, o f  cou rse, 
l ess than o u rs in M a n itoba.  But  i f  we can move o u r  
i n d u stry to f i n is h  more, there s h o u l d  be m o re a n i ma ls  
that  c o u l d  be custom fed wi th i n  the  Prov i n ce of M a n i 
toba whether  i t  occ u rs i n  o perat ions  t h at a r e  now i n  
ex istence, o r  whether producers dec ide  to d o  i t  o n  
t b e i r  own premises or  co-operat ive ly, o r  whatever 
c h oice they make. That certa i n ly, in terms of the va lue 
added,  i n  the Prov i nce of Man itoba cou l d  add m i l l i o n s  
of d o l l ars to the val u e  of agr icu l tura l  products p ro
d u ced in t h i s  p rovi nce and that shou l d n 't be over
l ooked by any mem bers i n  th i s  Cham ber  or peop le  
w it h i n  the i ndustry and  the farm com m u n ity in  th is  
prov i n ce.  
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 1. (d ) (1) -pass-; 1. ( d ) ( 2) Agr icu l 
t u ra l  Research G rant  - the Honourab le  M e m ber  for 
Arth ur .  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. C h a i rman ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u ra l  
Research G rant h a s  been trad i t iona l ly  a g rant to s u p
port the research work at the G len lea Research Sta
t i o n  at the U n i versity of Man itoba w h i c h  I am some-
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what d isappo inted to see t h e  M i n ister has not seen f i t  
to i n c rease the  fu n d i n g  to  the agri c u l t u ra l  depart
ment .  Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  i t  has been somewhat t rad i t iona l  
- and  I 'm s u re that the M i n ister and  I ' l l  ask h im th is  
q u est ion  - if  t h e  M i n ister d id  meet  w i th  the depart
ment  wi th  the Dean of the Facu lty to d i scuss the i r  
p lans .  I k n ow I h ad met w i th  them earl ie r  last s p r i n g  
and I ' m  p leased t h a t  the M i n ister of Ed u cat ion  i s  here 
as wel l ,  because I t h i n k  i t 's an i m portant part of the  
overa l l  p o l i c ies that we were  carry i n g  out  to f u rther  
s u p po rt the  work that was go ing  o n  at the Facu lty of  
Agr icu l tu re ,  part i cu larly to d o  with the deve lopment  
of the  d i fferent var iet ies of g ra i ns ,  I wou l d  say lead i n g  
the  cou ntry,  lead i n g  the  wor ld  i n  s o m e  of these p lant
b reed i n g  p rograms that were bei n g  carr ied out  there ,  
part i cu lar ly  when you look  at one of the major  suc
cesses of Dr .  Lyn n  Shebes k i  i n  the deve lopment  of the  
t r i t i ca le  w h i c h  i s  o n e  of ,  I wou l d  say ,  a p retty maj o r  
deve lopment ,  and  i s  proof to the peop le  of Man itoba 
and the rest of t h e  world t h at i s  money we l l  spent .  

I h ave, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  some concerns when I look at 
the  $850, 000 and I appreciate that we d i dn ' t  g ive i t  as 
m u c h  as I wou l d  l i ke to have g iven it, but I fe l t  that 
t here was some room at that part icu lar  t i m e  i n  the fou r  
years that I had t h e  chance t o  b e  t h e  M i n i ster t o  ask 
t h e  U n i vers i ty Dean and the  peo p l e  who were i n  
c harge of the facu lty to put  together  a longer-term 
p ro g ram o r  i deas, thoughts  for the future develop
ment  of agr icu l tu ra l  research  and the fac i li t ies that 
were su pport i n g  the  k i n d  of work act iv i ty t h at was 
tak i n g  p lace at the u n ivers i ty .  I ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  appre
c i ate the fact that I was ask i n g  them to put forward 
proposals at a t i m e  w h e n ,  yes ,  we were fac i n g  some
what tou g h  b u dgetary t i m es ,  but  when we ta l k of 
educat ion in t h i s  province we hear the M i n ister of 
E d u cat i o n  and her govern m e n t  sta n d i n g  up and say
i n g  what g reat t h i ngs they a re doi n g  in Educatio n .  I 
wou ld  hope that they a re as wel l l oo k i n g  at the f u rther
i n g  of the educat ion of a l l  students and  n ot j u st at the 

. g rade schoo l  leve l .  T h i s  part i cu la r  thought  that I had 
and  p roposal  that  I was ask i n g  for from the  u n i versity 
peop l e  was to ask them w h at they fe l t  o n  a l o n g e r
term basis wou l d  e n hance t h e  overa l l  research capac
ity of the u n iversity and the deve lopment  of a stro n g  
base from w h i c h  to work o r  i f  i t  c o u l d  b e ,  i n  fact, 
strengthened .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  they h ad made a p roposal and I 
w o u l d  be i nterested to see if the  M i n ister h as seen the  
proposal  that was  put  forward ,  some of the  object ives 
t h at they had l o oked at and recom mended to m e  as 
the d i rect major  f u n der for that facu lty.  I t h i n k ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  that if the M i n i ster is s i ncere about the  
Department  of Agr icu l tu re a n d  the efforts that i t  can 
put  i nto the  overa l l  futu re s u pport for t h e  tota l  i n d us
try t h at he w o u l d  be wel l  adv ised to t ry and strengthen 
t h i s  part icu la r  area. The funds  that h e  has put  i nto h is  
own po l icy  stu d i es and  research h ave i n c reased by 
some - wel l ,  they've over  d o u bled .  I wou l d  h o pe, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  or I wou l d  have h o ped that i n  h i s  Est i m ates 
t h i s  year that h e  wou l d  have i ncreased the u n iversity 
g rant  by at l east that k i n d  of a percentage so that 
some of the  new thrusts that  were put  forward by t h e  
u n i versity,  the  D e a n  o f  Agr icu l tu re and  s o m e  of the  
peo p l e  w h o  were  i nvolved , M r. Cha i rman ,  wou l d  h ave 
been able to p roceed o n  the 5 o r  10-year program that 
wou l d  further  en hance the i r object i ves. 

I t h o u g ht ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i t  was a part i c u lar ly  good 
t ime to ask t h e  U n iversity or  to h ave t h at k i n d  of  
conversat ion  wi th  the U n iversity and get them to set 
up some object ives part icu lar ly  when we, last year,  
ce lebrated the U n i versi ty's 75th b i rt hday.  The Fac u l ty 
of Agri c u l t u re had a t remendous reu n i o n  here i n  the 
C ity of W i n n i peg where p lant  sc ient ists and a l l  the 
d i fferent peop le  who h ave been part of that facu l ty 
came back a n d  I ' m  s u re there were some 800 to 1,000 
peop le  at d i fferent occasions  that were put o n .  

I t h i n k  it 's a t r ibute to t h e m  to recog n ize t h e i r  o w n  
h i story a n d  I f e l t  i t  w a s  an i m portant per iod of t i m e  
w h e n  we s h o u l d  reassess what was tak i n g  p lace a t  t h e  
U n i versity a n d  have a n e w  i nject ion  of thought  and  
money as fa r  as the govern ment  and u n i versity rela
t ionsh i p  was concerned because i f  we look back at 
the not too far past, Mr. Cha i rman ,  we can rem e m be r  
the m aj o r  u p g rad i n g  and  i n c rease o f  c a s h  i nfus ion  
and deve lopment  that took  p lace when Senator D u ff 
Rob l i n ,  w h o  was the Prem ier  and  o u r  Leader,  the  
M i n i ster of t h e  C rown fe l t  that i t  was a p lace i n  w h i c h  
the  research w o r k  f o r  t h e  Faculty o f  A g r i c u l t u re 
s h o u l d  be d o n e  and  there was a comm itment  from the 
Rob l i n  gove r n m ent  of several m i l l ions  of d o l lars to 
u p g rade the b u i l d i ngs,  to u p g rade the programs and  
the act iv i t ies that were carried out  at the facu lty .  

Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  o n  the ir  75th year a n d  hav i n g  
e i g h t  years of very l i tt le  s u pport from the past ad m i n
i strat i o n ,  I t hought  that it wou l d  be a good t i m e  to 
f u rther  show a comm itment from government  of 
e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  work activ ity and ask them for some 
new and i n n ovative ideas to do  more or  less  wi th  the  
overa l l  research ,  but  one area i n  part i c u lar ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  that I want the M i n ister to be we l l  aware of 
and that 's i n  t h e  deve lopment  of post-g rad u ate edu
cat i n g  of s tudents .  Because we are  see i n g  n ot o n l y  
wi th i n  t h e  Federal G overn ment ,  but  wi th i n  a l l  t h e  
areas o f  p l a n t  deve lopment  and  research ,  we're see
i n g  an  ag i n g  g ro u p  of peop le  and red u c i n g  n u m be rs 
of t h ose peop le  who are and h ave carried out  a pretty 
i m portant role in the overa l l ,  as I 've i n d i cated, devel
opment of our d i fferent l i vestock ,  p lant b reed i n g  a n d  
research act iv ity.  

That to me,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  i s  a dangerous t h i n g  to 
h ave happen part icu lar ly  i n  a cou ntry where we h ave 
the potent ia l  to produce.  We po i nted out  th rough  the  
Northern  Agri c u lt u ra l  s tudy  that there was  an  area of 
some m i l l i ons  of acres that cou l d  be deve loped for 
agri c u l t u re, that to support that development ,  to 
encourage that development  there had to be work 
done at the U n i versity th rough  research and  devel
opment to e n hance new areas of ag r i c u l t u re a n d  
expand t h e  var iet ies and  t h e  b road d i vers i f icat ion  t h at 
is act u a l l y  tak i n g  p l ace not because of government  
force, but  because of government  encou ragement 
t h r o u g h  the k ind of m arkets that are developed a n d  
that type of p rocess. 

So it 's the real l ower-cost type, b u rsary-type sys
tems o r  programs that wou l d  h e l p  i n d iv idua ls  t h ro u g h  
a per iod of t i m e  when they w o u l d  norma l ly  g rad u ate 
and be encou raged i nto the pr ivate sector or  the pr i 
vate trade o r  to g o  w i th  govern ment  to make an 
i ncome,  to encourage them to carry o n  the i r  learn i n g  
exper ience and  t o  p lay a g reater role i n  that w h o l e  
f i e l d .  There i s  a vac u u m  or  a vacancy deve l o p i n g  there 
that i t 's reac h i n g ,  I wou l d  say, proport ions that s h o u l d  
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be of concern to the total country and not j ust to the 
P rov i nce of Man itoba.  I fe l t  aga i n  i t  was a good area to 
put  add i t iona l  m o n i es, ask the U n iversity to put  effort 
i nto that part icu lar  reg ion ,  that part of the i r p rogram
m i n g  and enhance i t .  

B u t  we haven ' t  seen an  i n c rease, M r. C h a i r m a n .  We 
see the U n iversity of Man itoba research g rant  stay i n g  
a t  $850,000, an  area that I w o u l d  have felt very 
stro n g l y  s h o u l d  have been i ncreased . As I say, I d i d n ' t  
i ncrease i t  as much as I wou ld  h ave l i ked to in  the l ast 
fou r  years, but aga i n  I ' m  n ot overly c ri t ica l ,  but at 
same t i me, Mr .  Cha i rman,  you ' l l  a lso n ot ice the  M i n is
ter says, I on ly  i ncreased i t  once poss ib ly  a n d  I wou ld  
have  to  check i t  out, but  I a lso d i d  n ot i n c rease the  
$107, 000 to any g reat extent, i f  a t  a l l ,  i n  the  l ast fou r  
years, whereas he has seen f i t  to d o u b l e  that i n c rease. 
So I wou l d  h ave thought  i t  wou ld  have been eas ie r, 
M r. Cha i rman ,  for the  M i n i ster to h ave g iven the  U n i
versi ty maybe another $150, 000 or $50, 000 o r  $ 1 00, 000 
and he lp  them in some way. 

N ow, I hope i t  i sn 't h i s  pol i cy or h i s  i ntent ion  to 
de l i berately start to l i m it or  not i n c rease the n u m bers 
of do l lars g o i n g  to agri c u l t u re researc h .  I ' m  s u re some 
of m y  co l leag u es wou ld  want make com ments in  th is  
part i cu la r  area because of the  deep u nd e rstand i n g  
t h at some o f  o u r  deep-rooted c o l leag u es have o n  t h i s  
s i d e  that i t  i s  i m portant to the  total p i ct u re of g ra i n  
export i ng ,  t h e  major  l i vestock deve lopments that we 
cou ld  expect to take p lace. 

Aga i n I go  back to say, M r. Cha i rman,  they h ave a 
p roven record.  I ' m  not agai nst the deve lopment  of 
some of the other social act iv i t ies o r  some of the other 
m o n ies that are bei n g  spent  at u n ivers i t ies, b u t  I t h i n k  
i f  we're - y o u  k n ow, t h e  M i n i ster o f  N at u ra l  Resou r
ces is s i tt i n g  here - before he spends a d o l l a r  of 
p u b l i c  money, he looks at the  cost-benef it  or the 
benefit-cost rat i o .  - ( I nterject ion ) - Wel l ,  my col
league wou l d  q u est i o n  that .  But  that's a k i n d  of a ru le 
of t h u m b  that you see,  M r. Cha i rman,  when i t  comes 
to the expend i t u res of m o n ies by Soc i a l i st govern
m ents.  I t's easy n ot to spend - ( I nterject i o n ) - I ' m  
very s i ncere about  t h i s  that w e  always tend to - when 
i t  comes to certa i n  areas of govern ment expend i tu re 
- a lways pay attent ion  to the cost-benef i t  rat i o  o r  the 
benefit-cost rat io .  B ut, when i t  comes to loo k i n g  at the 
m o n ies that g o  to research a n d  spen d i n g  o n  ed u ca
t i o n  and that k i n d  of deve lopment, we seem to l ose 
t h at objective or t hat target .  We seem to, th rough  
some h u m a n  sym pathy o r  some part icu la r  softness i n  
our  heart to do  certa i n  t h i ngs, we don ' t  part i c u l arly 
pay a lot of attent ion  to the benefits that we're gett i ng  
for  the money that  we put  i n, n ot as m u c h  attent ion  as 
we shou l d .  T h at is  why I say, M r. Cha i rman ,  I am 
d isappoi nted that the  M i n ister hasn't  seen fit to 
i n c rease - and it's a n  a rea t h at I can j u st i fy because 
they have proven their  record as far as the overa l l  . . .  
and  he can stand  u p  a n d  say, why d i d n 't I i n c rease i t  
more. 

Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  as I i n d i cated, we were in the  
p rocess of ask i n g  the  U n i vers ity, a n d  I ' l l  say i t  aga i n ,  
we were i n  t h e  p rocess o f  ask i n g  t h e  U n iversity, 
because we had had some 75 years of, w h at I w o u l d  
cons ider ,  pretty g o o d  s uccess , i t  w a s  t i m e  to  a s k  them 
to re look at  some of t h e i r  object ives and t h e i r  p r ior i
t ies and l ay a program out  o n  a l o n g e r-term basis and 
he  has that ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I 'm s u re .  - ( I nterject i o n ) -
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Wel l ,  he said he j ust got i t .  
The other point  that I wou l d  l i ke to m ake, M r. 

Cha i rman,  that we trad i t iona l ly  have had the  U n iver
sity of Man i toba, the Department of Agr icu l ture A n nua l  
Report avai lab le  and d i str i buted i n  the  H ouse.  Maybe 
it 's the  wrong t ime. I ask that q u est i o n  because it 's -
maybe I ' m  at the w ro n g  t i m e  of the  year but  I 
remember gett i n g  it a n d  havi n g  it d i str i buted .  I k n ow i t  
i sn ' t  by Statute, b u t  at l east i t 's  a cou rtesy to the  
House, to the  mem bers, to m a ke i t  ava i l a b l e  a n d  I 
wou ld  certa i n l y  hope the  M i n ister w o u l d  take n ote of 
that. I w o u l d  l i ke the M i n ister to res p o n d  to the longer  
term objecti ves, what h i s  o bj ectives are .  I s  he  i n ter
ested? Is he s i n cere about  l o o k i n g  at the recom men
d at ions  that  the  Dean and  the people at the  u n i versity, 
who are carry i n g  t h i s  load of research a n d  deve lop
ment on the i r  backs, expect i n g  to do it at n o  i n c reases. 
I wou l d  hope that the M i n i ster wou ld  be p repared to 
lay out  a l i tt le  more of a longer  term o bj ective and 
p rog ram for that part icu la r  depart ment .  In  fact, M r. 
C h a i rman,  I wou ld  go a step f u rther  a n d  say t h at I was 
contemplat i n g  a form of f u rther  leg is lat ive authority 
t h ro u g h  a form of a n  Act of the govern ment, repres
ent i n g  i t  to my co l leagues in the  gove r n ment,  to look 
at a long-g o i n g  com m itment  by the  peop le  of Man i
toba throug h  the Leg is lat ive Assem bly of the p ro
v i n ce, so that i t  was a statute; i t  was a com m itment  to 
cont i n u e  f u n d i n g  for that fac i l i ty and t h at they weren't 
at the w h i m  of - and because let's look at th i s, M r. 
Cha i rman .  The  maj o r  d o l lars for the  research at the 
Facu lty of A g r i c u l t u re today a re at the  w h i m  of the 
M i n ister of A g r i c u l t u re .  I f  they were to come to the 
M i n ister of Agr icu l tu re a n d  h e  was tota l l y  t u rned off 
wi th  the research and the work that was bei n g  done, 
wi th  the stroke of a pen he c o u l d  w i pe o u t  the  m ajor  
research g rant that goes to the Department  of Agr i 
cu l tu re at the  facu lty.  

N ow, that is,  M r. C h a i rman ,  probably  tota l l y  i mpos
s ib le  because of the reacti o n ary t h i n g  that m ight  take 
p lace, but  i t  i s  poss i b le .  That, M r. C h a i rman,  i s  why I 
wou l d  l i ke to see - because we d o  vote m o n ey each 
year; because i t  i s  a c o m m itment ;  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be a 
c o m m itment  of o u r  total g r o u p  here t h at be brought  
i nto the la rger  a rena  of the  Leg i s lat ive Asse m bly  to  
f i n d  out j ust where peop le  stan d  when i t  comes to the  
further  cont i n uat ion  a n d  s u p po rt of research that i s  so  
pert i nent  to o u r  wel l b e i n g  as a prov i n ce, as a nat ion 
and as a reputable s u pp l ie r  of food t h ro u g hout  the 
wor ld .  

So,  M r. C h a i rman ,  I wou ld  ask the  M i n ister what h i s  
i deas and h i s  p lans  a re and  h o p e  that some of my 
col leag ues wou ld  h ave f u rther  com ments to make. 

MR. URUSKI: Thank  you,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou ld  l i ke 
to answer some of t h e  spec i f ic  c o m m ents that the 
Mem ber for Arth u r  has made in terms of the fund ing  
for  the u n iversit ies.  

M r. Cha i rman,  in te rms of leg is lat ion  and some of 
the thoug hts that the m e m ber had, I bel i eve that it's 
very usefu l  and very wort h w h i l e  that we do d iscuss 
the g rants and spec i f i c  amou nts of f u n d s  that are 
voted a n n u al l y  to the u n iversity and that it is brought 
here before the Leg is lat u re and that to be enshr i ned in 
leg is lat i o n ,  one  could make that arg u ment  for many 
programs i f  one wanted to do  that and  say we w i l l  
guarantee leg is lat i o n .  For examp le, the H osp ital a n d  
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N u rs i n g  H o m e  Prog ram w h e re there were p rojects 
when the change of govern ment  occurred wh ich  were 
a l ready tendered.  They were frozen and they were 
chopped for several years. I p res u m e  th is  wou l d  be 
the reasons why that type of leg is lat ion  wou l d  be 
presented. 

M r. Cha i rman .  in terms of the f u n d i n g  to the  u n iver
s i t ies, the h o n o u rable m e m be r  s h o u l d  have reca l led 
that over the  l ast four years of their ad m i n i strat ion  
there had been  on ly  one i n c rease i n  the  f u n d i n g  to the 
u n i versit ies of $50,000 and  that was last year, i n  t h ose 
fou r  years. O n e  s h o u l d  rem e m be r  that th is  year's 
f u n d i n g  is  the same as last year. There's was one  
i ncrease. M aybe he  forgot t hat, I don ' t  know.  H e  
shou l d  rem e m ber and  I ' m  s u re he  d oes that there a re 
add i t iona l  f u n d s  that are p rov ided w it h i n  the depart
ment t h ro u g h  the Agro Man A g reement .  There is  add i
t iona l  f u n d s  i n  terms of that ag reement  a n d  has been 
i n creas i n g .  In fact, this year t here's a n  i n c rease of 
some $80, 000 add i t iona l  to t h e  research done in the  
u n iversity. I n  fact, there is  a n  a m o u nt p rojected c lose 
to $700,000 in the Agro M a n  A g reement and the 
$850,000 i n  th i s  b u dget.  so you ' re look ing at approxi
mately $1.5 m i l l i o n  i ncrease in  funds to the U n iversity 
of Man itoba. 

The mem ber raised the p o i n t  concern i n g  the long
term object ives a n d  the l o ng-term p rogram of the  
u n i versity in  terms of researc h .  I shou ld  i n d icate to  
h im that we h ave j ust received t hat k ind  of a proposal  
from the Dean of the  u n iversity w h i c h  projects f ive 
years in advance. We w i l l  be rev iew i n g  and u n dertak
ing a review to see how we can respond o n  a long
term bas is .  I h ave to say  I th i nk  that 's a good m ove i n  
terms i n  l o o k i n g  more l o n g  te rm t h a n  rather  o n  a n  
a n n ua l  bas is .  I wou l d  t h i n k  the  a n n u al specif ic  p ro
g ram m i n g  s h o u l d  be exam i ned a n n u a lly  to see that 
the objectives a n d  the thrusts of the  var ious research 
p rojects are m et from year to year, but  in the long term 
I certa i n l y  h ave n o  q u arrel with t h at and we w i l l  be 
rev iew i n g  t hose s u bmiss ions to the  department .  

M r. Cha i rman,  I t h i n k  that covers a l l  the q uest ions  
that have been  raised by the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber.  

With respect to the  a n n ua l  report, we received o n e  
c o p y  j u st I be l i eve today a n d  that's a l l  t hat we h ave 
received.  Yes, M r. Cha i rman ,  t h at copy j ust . . .  the  
H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for R h i ne land  raised that ear l ier  
th is  afternoon a n d  I endeavou red to get h im cop ies 
and  get a l l  m e m bers cop ies if we had them.  We 
checked back at o u r  off ice, we have received one .  I n  
fact, I ' d  b e  p leased i f  h o n o u ra b l e  mem bers wou l d  - if 
he  wou l d  want  that one  copy, that 's a l l  t hat we h ave 
received, a n d  it  j u st came in to  the off ice with i n  the l ast 
day. So, i f  the  h o n o u rab le  m e m bers wou l d  l i ke it, we 
w i l l  check w i th  the u n i versity tomorrow a n d  see 
whether those copies are a l ready pr i nted;  i f  they are 
we' ll try and d i str i b ute them for the h o n o u rab le  
mem bers as soon as we can .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le M e m ber for  M orris .  

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): T h a n k  you. M r. 
C h a i rman .  w i thout  hav i n g  the  benef it  of rev iew i n g  
that part ic u l a r  report, my q u est ion m ay be a l i tt le  o u t  
of l i n e  a n d  m ay be t h e  answers w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  report, I 
don ' t  k now. 

I want to take the  M i n i ster, i f  I can ,  down the  path of 

one area that rea l l y  concerns me. I t 's an  area w h ich 
provi n c i a l ly probably there i s  l itt le j u risd ict ion .  That is  
to do  wi th  wheat b reed i n g .  I t ie  that i nto the research 
at the U n iversity of Man itoba because they are our  
foremost - I hate  to use the  word - wheat b reeders 
i n  the prov i n ce i n  the  sense that they a re n ot federal . 

I ' m  wonder i n g  if the M i n ister is aware of the  g reat 
debate that has s u rfaced over the last two or  t h ree 
years regard i n g  var i t ies of wheat and  how i n  fact t hey 
are proper ly  l i censed a n d  w h ether  he cou l d  see h i m
self  l en d i n g  s u p po rt to the c l a i m  of many southern 
and southwestern M a n itoba farmers who suggest we 
are bei n g  he ld ;  wheat producers i n  Man itoba are 
bei n g  h e l d  to the Marcus type varieties of wheat, 
w h i c h  a re, of cou rse, as you m ay be wel l  aware, very 
h i g h  i n  p rote i n ;  are very h i g h  i n  a l l  bak i n g  qua l i t ies, 
but u nfort u n ately a re not kee p i n g  up in y ie ld  potent ia l  
as are some of the  varieties that are g rown to the 
south .  

We h ave a c l i m ate in  M a n itoba that wou l d  a l low 
g row i n g  of some sem i-dwarfs and  some lower-q ua l ity 
type w heats but they are n ot a l l owed to s u rface 
because of a l ic e n s i n g  type of system that i s  con
tro l l ed by the Federa l  Government .  

N ow, the  point  I 'm t ry i n g  to make is  that the t i m e  has 
come, I t h i n k, when the prov i nc ia l  govern ment  has to 
become a l i t t le  i nvo lved in this whole a rea because 
prod u cers in th is prov i n ce recog n ize the benefits that 
they a re forg o i n g  by not bei n g  ab le  to g row these 
h i g h-y ie ld i n g  wheats that ex ist south of the border .  
I 'm not one  that's going to advocate that the govern
ment themselves s h o u l d  d i rect the U n i versity of M a n i
toba i nto specif ic research and  i nto specif ic b reed i n g  
programs, but  I t h i n k  t h e  M i n ister is  wel l  aware that 
the h i g hest y iel d i n g  wheat that we do have in the 
prai r ies now was developed at the U n iversity of M a n i
toba.  I t 's G le n lea wheat. We have a t remendous 
record i n  that area. 

I t h i n k  w i th i n  the who le  l icens ing  p rocedu re t h at is 
a d m i n istered, part ic u l a rly  by the Canadian G ra i n s  
C o m m iss ion ,  that there is  a g reat a m o u n t  of debate 
and d isagreement as to wh ich  d i rect ion  wheat b reed
ing in t h i s  who le  country, but  specif ica l l y  as i t  is 
adapted to M a n itoba is  g o i n g  o n .  

So, I ' m  wonderi n g  i f  t h e  M i n ister is  cog n izant of t h is 
prob lem a n d  how he sees h i s  department beco m i n g  
more i nvolved a t  least i n  study ing  i t  a n d  p u s h i n g  the 
devel opment  of wheat varieties that have some adap
tat ion  to M a n itoba and  w i l l  therefore, of c o u rse, 
c reate a h i g her  n et farm return?  

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  there's n o  d o u bt t h at 
there is g reat concern a n d  debate g o i n g  on wi th  
respect to test i n g  a n d  deve lopmenta l  breed i n g  work .  
There i s  some work that we d o  s u p port f i nanc ia l l y  
t h ro u g h  o u r  g rants to the u n i versity i n  terms of ma i n
tenance of breeder seed of c u l t ivars of wheat, bar ley, 
tr i t ica le a n d  rye. So, we do h ave some i n put  and  d o  
s u pport f i n a n c i a l l y  s o m e  o f  the  breed ing  w o r k  that i s  
carried o n  t h ro u g h  o u r  u n i versity. 
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I speak wi th  some persona l  k nowledge, of cou rse, 
of the w heat that was deve loped here in Man itoba i n  
terms o f  G l e n lea bei n g  a u t i l i ty type feed w heat, but  
n everthe less the  p rote i n  content  and the y ie lds  and  
sta b i l i ty of t hat w heat for  M a n itoba cond i t ions, for the  
l i vestock a n d  pou l t ry i n d u st ry, has  done wonders i n  



Tuesday, 6 April, 1 982 

terms of the product ion and req u i rements of o u r  l i ves
tock and  pou ltry i n d ustry. 

There i s  no d o u bt that there i s  c o n cern . We d o  as 
m uc h ,  I p resu me,  in the context of a l l  of o u r  total 
research budget that we su pp ly .  We probably cou l d  
b e  d o i n g  more and  s h o u l d  b e  l o o k i n g  i n  t hat area 
more i n  terms of whether or not we can be i nvo lved i n  
i t  a n d  ass ist more .  T h e  l i cens i n g ,  o f  c o u rse, a s  the 
honourable mem ber k n ows is  federal  in  nature i n  
terms o f  wh ich  crops d o  get l i censed a n d  d o  get f ie ld  
tested and put  o n  the recom mended var iety .  So,  w h i l e  
there i s  sp l i t  j u r i sd ict io n ,  I wou l d  h ave to take t h e  
h o n o u rable mem ber's,  and I do  take the  h o n o u rab le  
mem ber's c o m m e nts, as sayi n g ,  l o o k ,  can  you d o  
more;  wou l d  you be p repared to d o  m o re i n  t h i s  area. I 
share h i s  concerns and  that's somet h i n g  t h at we cer
tain ly  shou ld  consider and cont i nue  rev iew i n g  whether 
we can do more in this area. 

MR. MANNESS: Wel l ,  there's two ways we can do 
more .  I g u ess m y  secondary req uest ,  certa i n ly not my 
pr i m a ry ,  but  the  secondary req u est at th is t i me,  of 
course, i s  maybe is f i n a n c i a l l y  d i rected specif ica l ly  to 
b reed i n g  efforts in some areas. I g u ess my p r i m a ry 
concern is j ust the  s u p po rt of a prov i n c ia l  g overn ment  
because I t h i n k  we're q u ick ly  head i n g  to t h at po in t  in  
t ime where there's go ing to be a m aj o r  d i s p ute as to 
the l i cens i n g  p roced u res that are now bei n g  deve lop
ed because there are many farmers i n  t h i s  prov i nce 
that fee l ,  and r ight ly so I t h i n k ,  that they are bei n g  held 
back in  var iet ies that are not a l lowed to s u rface. The 
U n i ve rs i ty of M a n itoba,  of cou rse, the breeders t h at I 
k n ow there, are not  o n l y  we l l  aware of the  d i s p ute but  
t hey are the o n es t h at fee l  that producers to some 
deg ree i n  th i s  prov i nce are bei n g  he ld  back  by ex ist
i n g  l icens ing  p roced u res. So, my m a i n  concern is not 
extra f u n ds ;  I g u ess m y  main concern i s  that I t h i n k  i t 's 
t ime a l most for the prov inc ia l  govern ment  to become 
i n vo lved i n  t h i s  part i c u lar  issue even though I rea l ize 
it 's federal in n at u re ,  but  you k n ow we've been forced 
to g row var iet i es that  are adapted to the  average of a l l  
the  western pra i r ies ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e ,  I t h i n k  to 
p u l l  away from that idea l .  

MR. URUSKI: Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  I h ave to admi t  to the  
h o n o u rab le  m e m be r  that I 'm n ot comp letely knowl
edgeable in th is area of the - ( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  I take it for  g ranted - I don ' t  k n ow every
t h i n g  and the m e m ber  has raised some i nterest i n g  
com ments t h at I want  to t a k e  those u nder cons idera
t i o n ;  to have f u rther  d iscuss ions  wi th  the u n iversity 
and have our staff b r i n g  back some of the  feel i ngs and  
com ments t h at he has  raised to see  whether  o r  not  
t h ose suggest ions  that he  makes  maybe  we shou ld  
fol low u p  and see  whether there are  a lternat ives that 
we cou ld  use.  

I appreciate the com ments of the h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber .  H e  p robab ly  has much c loser fee l  fo r that 
area than I h ave. I h ave some general k n owledge i n  
that area, b u t  n o t  very speci f ica l l y .  I appreciate the 
com ments of the  h o n o u rab le  m e m be r  and hope t h at I 
w i l l  be ab le  to get better acq ua i nted i n  th i s  area a n d  
take s o m e  o f  the  c o n cerns that he  h a s  raised between 
the farm g ro u ps and the concerns of the breeders at 
the  u n iversity to see whether or n ot there is some role ,  
more than f i nanc ia l ,  that we cou l d  p lay in th is  area.  I 
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appreci ate the  c o m m e nts of the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Lakeside .  

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): M r. Cha i rman ,  i t  g ives 
m e  p l easu re to enter i nto the debates of the M i n i ster's 
Est i m ates at t h i s  part i c u l a r  t i m e. I 'd l i ke to d i scuss 
br ief ly wi th  the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister on th is  I tem,  
Research I te m ,  w i th  the Facu l ty of Agr icu l ture at the 
U n iversity of M a n i toba w h ether  o r  n ot the  govern
ment  has any i ntent ions to demonst rate its bent  or  i ts  
pract ice as i t  h as demonst rated so often to lead o r  to 
take o n  a seg ment  of agr i c u l t u re ;  we j ust d i scussed 
the beef i n d ustry and whether  we ag ree with i t  o r  n ot 
but  to set out  very specif ic  goa ls  a n d  o bject ives t h at 
th is  M i n ister w ishes to acco m p l i sh .  

I m ust confess, Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  that a l though  I 've 
a lways very stro n g l y  s u pported the  research efforts of 
the Fac u lty of Agr icu l tu re at the U of M, I 'm very proud 
i n deed that I was part of that R o b l i n  ad m i n i st rat i o n  
b a c k  i n  the m i d  '60s that d i d  p recisely what my col
league suggested was in effect estab l ished the Facu lty 
of Agr icu l ture as i t  now stands .  

I m ust a d m it  t h at I h ave a lways felt  that one of the 
m aj o r  d i ffere nces that ex ists between A m er ican 
research in  a g r i c u l t u re and  Canad ian  research in  
agri c u l t u re ,  i s  that - and  t h i s  i sn 't sa id  wi thout  detract
i n g  or tak i n g  away any l it t le bit of the very i mportant 
work that they do,  but  in A m er ican research in ag r i
c u l t u re i t  tends to be m o re d i rect ly app l i cab le  to 
p ress i n g  problems of the day that d i fferent p rod ucers ,  
g rowers face.  So I wonder  whether  th is  g overnment  
i nten d s  to ,  from t i m e  to t i me ,  exert i t s  leaders h i p  o r  its 
d i rect ion  in d i rect i n g  research at the Fac u lty of Ag ri
c u l t u re in any s peci f ic  way. And I ' m  n ot suggest i n g  
a n y  part ic u l a r  ways to the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister,  I sus
pect, and  I acknowledge that by and  l arge the 
department has operated fai r ly autonomously a n d ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I ' m  n o t  s u ggest i n g  that you change .  
We have been s i n g u lar ly  b l essed i n  Man itoba by h av
i n g  some o utsta n d i n g  researchers ,  the l i kes of Dean 
Shebesk i  who i s  wor ld and i nternat iona l ly  renowned 
for the  work t h at he  has done o n  such deve l o p m ent  
p rojects l i ke the  development  of tr i t icale in  Man itoba. 
My co l leag ue ,  the  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for T u rt le  
M o u nta i n i n d i cates to me that he has a bowl of tr i t i 
cale cereal  j ust about  every other morn i n g  for b reak
fast u n d o u bted ly  that accou n ts for his statu re p hysi
cal ly and otherwise in this Chamber.  

What I 'm suggesti n g ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  there are,  I 
t h i n k , very speci f ic  i nj ect ives that perhaps th i s  M i n i s
ter represe n t i n g  Agr icu l tu re has,  from t i m e  to t i me,  
whether he i ntends to d u ri n g  the cou rse of h i s  M i n is
try, to express those concerns to the  research arm of 
his department  namely the facu lty of Agr ic u l t u re at U .  
o f  M .  t o  ach i eve certa i n  speci f ic  goa ls .  I c o u l d  men
t ion  o n e  that j u st happens  to come to m ind  because 
this m o nth 's  Nat iona l  Geog rap h i c  magaz i n e  h as a 
very i nterest i n g  art ic le  on trac i n g  the h i story, the 
potent ia l  a n d  f u t u re of the  potato. The research that's 
go i n g  o n  to enab le  potato crops to be sown from seed 
rather  than from tu bers. The advantages are obv ious ,  
a 100 pou n d  bag of seed wou l d  seed a very large f ie ld  
of p otatoes, 100,  200 acres com pared to a ton of t u b
ers requ i red to do that .  C h i n a  is seed i ng some 25,000 
acres of potatoes by the use of seed . We have a g row-
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i n g  potato i n d ustry in the Prov ince  of M a n itoba 
centred aro u n d  the p rocess i n g  f i rms at Portage la 
Pra i r ie and Carberry,  I bel i eve, and  I t h i n k  i t 's  in o u r  
i nterests agr icu l tu ra l ly  speak i n g  to d ivers i fy o u r  agr i
c u l t u re so that w i thout  gett i n g  i nto the C row debate 
here we don 't become over ly  dependent on h av i n g  to 
s h i p  o u r  products out. A n d  the m o re we can p rocess 
in th i s  provi nce,  the more we can p rocess at any po in t  
the better i t  is  for a l l  of us .  

So I take th i s  occas i o n  though to suggest to the 
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister that he  s h o u l d n't  feel  bashfu l ,  
after a l l  he 's  f u n d i n g  the boys at the  U .  of M .  there to  
the tune  of some $850,000. 00.  J ust as he i s  prepared 
to tel l me as a catt l e  man h ow to m arket my catt le  i n  
t h e  future ,  where a n d  when  I s h o u l d  sel l them a n d  
h o w  I do i t ,  he s h o u l d  perhaps feel free to show some 
leaders h i p  wi th  respect to  the  research arm of h is  
departmnent  there. 

A very i n terest i n g  fact in that same magaz i n e  I 
referred to is that the  potato a n d  the  tomato are cou
s i n s  and they are actua l l y  deve l o p i n g  a pomato p lant  
o r  a tom pato p lant  w h i c h  w o u l d  g row tomatoes o n  top  
and potatoes o n  the bott o m ,  very effic ient  p lant .  
Maybe we c o u l d  ag ree to b u m p i n g  up the  research 
here by an extra $25,000 i f, in fact,  t h at i s  feas i b le .  B u t  
I ' m  say i n g ,  I put  these rem a rks o n  the record,  I t h i n k  
the  N atona l  Geogra p h i c  magaz i n e  h a s  s o m e  a rep uta
t ion  of bei n g  a reputab le magaz i n e  in terms of its 
research in the various  su bjects. 

But, ser ious ly ,  I have a lways felt  that w h i l e  Cana
d i a n  research h as done a very ad m i rab le  j o b  i n  bei n g  
a t  t h e  forefront  and  develo p i n g  t hose rust-free var ie
t ies of g ra i n  that are so i m portant to o u r  g ra i n trade, 
they have to some extent I felt  n ot a lways com m u n i 
cated as d i rectly as t h e y  cou l d  w i t h  the spec i f ic  
farmer 's  needs.  I ca l l  i t  app l ied research ,  the  A mer i
can agri c u l t u re research works somewhat d i fferent ly .  
They w i l l , a p rod u cer  g ro u p  w i l l very often put  forward 
X n u m be r  of d o l l ars spec i f ica l ly  and  then charge a 
u n iversity to try to resolve t h e  prob lem that they h ave. 
And it 's d i rect, yes it 's somewhat n arrow, I ca l l i t  app
l ied to the  problem that the  party that is f u n d i n g  it  
req u ests. The relat i o n s h i p  between the  party that is  
p rov i d i n g  the  m oney for research and  that wants the 
resu lts i s  a l i t t le t i g hter.  U n der  our  m o re genera l  sys
tem we vote the mon ies h ere in th i s  Cham ber, it's 
g iven over to the u n iversity,  i t  i s  n ot d i rect ly  t ied to 
such  i n d iv i d u a l  g ro u ps as the sugar  beet g rowers or 
as the potato g rowers or as the vegetab le  g rowers a n d  
I t h i n k  what can  happen  a n d  I h aven't  a lways been 
sat isf ied, w h at can happen from t i m e  to t ime, I t h i n k  
it 's a n  appropr iate ro le f o r  t h e  M i n ister who i s  the 
rec i p ient  of d ifferent requests when  h e  m eets w i th  
d i fferent producer g ro u ps ,  l i stens  to the i r  prob lems ,  
he  m u st a l ways keep i n  the  back of h i s  m ind  t h at he  is  
fu n d i n g  s u bstant ia l ly  a research arm.  

I t h i n k  there i s  noth i n g  wrong for the M i n ister ,  
a l th o u g h  m y  fr iends at the u n iversity would th row u p  
the i r  hands  i f  y o u  overdo i t ,  b u t  some propr ietary 
fee l i n g  about  the research facu lty that you have at the 
U .  of M. recog n iz i n g  that you h ave to ra i se the f u nds .  
You wi l l  be cr i t ic ized i f  y o u  don ' t  ra i se suff ic ient  
funds ,  you have to pass those funds  here and I t h i n k  
that g ives t h e  M i n i stry s o m e  very l e g i t i m ate r ig hts to, 
not to tread o n  academic  freedom at the u n iversity,  
but certa i n l y  to see that some of that research is 

d i rect ly  a p p l ied to the prob lems as you i n terpret are 
bei n g  faced by Man itoba produ cers and the agr icu ltu
ral com m u n ity in th is prov i n ce.  So, M r. Cha i rman,  I 
i nv ite ,  I won ' t  a lways be t h i s  generous, there are other 
p laces, q u ite frank ly ,  I 'd l i ke  to h ave him keep his n ose 
out of some of the farmer's bus iness.  But in t h i s  par
t i cu la r  i n stance I wou l d  a p p reciate hear i n g  from the 
M i n ister w hether  he has any of these i ntent ions .  And,  
by the way,  I 'd ask h im to take u p  ser ious ly  the  sug
gest ion  that I made about the  tompato and  pomato. 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  I don't k n ow what's 
happen i n g  t h i s  even i ng ,  here's myself gett i n g  up to 
ag ree and than k i n g  the M e m be r  for Lakes ide  for h i s  
com ments .  I s i n cerely apprec iate h i s  advice i n  th i s  
area because, and  I th i nk  h e  k n ows better o r  even 
more than  I as havi n g  been a M i n i ster of the C rown 
and havi n g  been in this department,  h av i n g  been M i n
ister of the Department of Agr icu l tu re that h i stor ica l ly  
there i s  a k ind of ,  as I u nderstand i t ,  a tr i partite consu l
tative p rocess because the  u n iversity does come in  
wi th  a large s h o p p i n g  l ist  of p rojects that they wou ld  
l i ke the  government  to fund ,  and  i n  the process of  
consu l tat i o n ,  negot iat ions  between the  U n iversity,  
Agr icu l t u ra l  Canada and the Prov ince of M a n itoba,  
th is k i n d  of p rocess does go o n  between staff so that 
funds  t h at are put  i nto the U n iversity from the Federal 
Government  a re not d u p l i cated , we d o  not d u p l i cate 
o u r  work and o u r  f u n d i n g  to the U n iversity. 

Certa i n ly prov i n c ia l  pr iori t ies in this p rocess are 
cons idered a n d  p rojects a re then  eva l u ated as to how 
far and  how m uch,  how many p rojects can g o  ahead.  
That 's been done ,  as I u nderstan d  it ,  year in  a n d  year 
out .  Somet i mes i t  may be the consu ltatio n  and the 
d i scuss i o n s  are l ess o r  m o re,  i t  may vary from year to 
year depend i n g  on the n u m ber  of projects to be con
s idered but  certa i n l y  that's a n  o n g o i n g  p rocess that's 
been happe n i n g  for many years and because t here's 
been a change  of ad m i n i strat i o n ,  real l y  bas i ca l ly,  I 
h ave to say n ot h i n g  m u c h  c h an g es i n  that the  U n iver
s i ty b r i n g s  forward the i r  l i st a n d  there are d iscuss ions  
as to how far a n d  how much we wi l l  f u n d ,  then  the 
spec i f ic  p rojects are looked at and  arr ived at. 
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MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I have a q uest ion  for 
the  M i n ister  of A g ri c u l t u re .  To s u pport f u rther  
expanded o r  extended research at the U n iversity of  
Man i toba o r  a n y  other  researc h ,  does  he  fee l  o r  cou ld  
he i n d i cate, s h o u l d  the U n iversity be a l l owed to sel l 
some of its research work, o r  the resu lts of it ,  to 
f u rther e n hance the deve lopment  of research and  the 
prod uct ion of new var iet ies of crops or  to s u pport the 
taxpayer in  total ,  w i th  the  overa l l  efforts of the 
U n iversity? 

MR. URUSKI: I ' m  not s u re I u nderstan d  fu l l y  what the 
mem ber i s  gett i n g  at in terms of where the p u b l i c  
t reasu ry funds  s pecific research projects. I bel ieve 
any funds  t h at a re ga i ned from that research towards 
the sale of t h at p roject o r  papers der ived therefrom, 
those f u n d s  s h o u l d  reta i n  with the  U n iversity.  I f  we 
fund  that k i n d  of researc h  - I t h i n k  d i rect ly  we pay the 
cost of the research - the peo p l e  of M a n itoba s h o u l d  
h ave some s a y  as to w h at d istr i but ion  o r  whether  o r  
n o t  there s h o u l d  be some cost o r  some returns  made 
from the research that i s  deve loped.  
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O bv ious ly  the research mater ia l  s h o u l d  be m ade 
ava i lab le  but  to spec i f ica l l y  go  out  and  sel l c o m mer
c ia l l y  that k i n d  of i nformat i o n ,  I bel i eve that any f u n d s  
reco u p i n g  s h o u l d  stay - as a genera l  p r i n c i p l e  -
with i n  the  U n iversity to be used to cont i n u e  research .  
But  I wou l d  want to know even f u rther ,  what the 
member i s  gett i n g  at. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for M orris .  

MR. MANNESS: T h a n k  you, Mr.  C h a i r m a n .  The 
Member for Art h u r  opens up a very i nt ri g u i n g  area. I 
g u ess then to be more specif ic ,  we wou ld  want to ask 
the M i n ister where - and he s h o u l d  a lso rea l ize that 
a nybody today that b reeds a new var iety of g r a i n  has 
an  opport u n ity to e i ther  l et i t  g o  p u b l i c  for w h i c h  there 
is n o  royalty and there's n o  cost to the i n d i vi d u al for 
the  r ight of the breed i n g  effort.  o r  even s u b m it i t  
to . . .  O rgan izatio n ,  by wh ich  there i s  a royalty 
payable .  

I f  the  U n ivers ity of M a n itoba were to deve lop  
another ,  o r  an  i m p roved var iety of G l e n lea,  wh ich  
they a re work i n g  o n ,  of cou rse. that cho ice  i s  open to  
them as to where they d i rect the d istr i but ion  of that 
seed stock .  Wh ich  part i c u l a r  area o r  wh ich  d i rect ion  
wou l d  t h i s  M i n i ster favou r? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  the U n iversity i s  an 
i nst i tu t i o n  that i s  s u p p o rted by a l l  the  peo p l e  of t h i s  
prov i nce a n d  o b v i o u s l y  the  benef its of any research 
s h o u l d  be made ava i l ab le  to as b road a spector of the 
p u b l i c  of Man itoba as i s  poss i b l e  and  not be conf i ned 
to a handfu l  of peop le  to be so ld  as a commod ity. 

I f  there are any retu rns .  those returns  s h o u l d  accrue 
to al l  the c i t izens of Man itoba who had, i f  they'd put  u p  
the m o n ey .  I f  that i n d i v i d u a l  was o n  h i s  own com
p l etely in  terms of the  research that was der ived away 
from the p u b l i c  i nst itu t i o n ,  that's a d i fferent  kett le  of 
f ish .  B u t  I bel i eve i f  the  U n iversity people make certai n  
deve l o p ments they s h o u l d  b e  there for the p u b l i c .  

MR. MANNESS: T hat's not  the po i nt .  These part icu
l a r  new var iet ies as they come out ,  they're ava i l ab le  to  
everybody.  T h ey ' re ava i l ab l e  at a cert i f ied seed stan
dard in m ost cases and they're ava i lab le  to everybody 
but  wi th  a s l i g ht mark-up which i s  ca l led a royalty, 
wh ich  w i l l  accrue to the breeder i f  he  so c hooses to go 
that route. 

The q uest i o n  be i n g ,  d oes the M i n ister expect a l l  
that royalty l evee to come b a c k  t o  t h e  coffers of the 
prov i n ce as a who le  or  d oes he expect i t  to stay wi th  
the U n i versity who ,  i n  turn ,  I 'm s u re ,  w i l l  j ust put  i t  
towards other types of breed i n g  programs? The 
breede rs themse lves aren ' t  go ing to abscond wi th  the  
royalt ies .  

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  in  terms of p u b l i c  
research i n  the  deve lopment  of, l et's say t h e  g ra i n  that 
the m e m ber  speaks of, as I u nderstan d  it p resent ly the  
retu r n s  in  the  deve lopment  of the  g ra i n  g o  back  to t h e  
Un iversity i n  terms o f  enhanc ing  p u b l i c  b reed i n g .  

I be l i eve that b reed i n g  p e r  se and  royalt ies there
from i n  terms of a p u b l i c  i nst i tut ion ,  that a l l  the royal
t ies s h o u l d  acc rue for the future enhancement ,  that 
research s h o u l d  go on and  s h o u l d  be expanded b u t  
b e  d o n e  f o r  the  benef it  of a l l  the p u b l i c , n ot t o  be 

cornered to re l at ively few peop le  who may as a resu l t  
of w o r k  that h a s  g o n e  f o r  m a n y  years by other peo p l e  
a n d  t h e n  a l l  of a s u d d e n  t here happens  to be o n e  
breeder  who m akes o n e  c h a n g e  i n  that w h o l e  c h a i n  o f  
events that have l e d  u p  to the  b reed i n g ,  c a n  capi ta l ize 
o n  it .  

I be l i eve those benefits s h o u l d  accrue to the p u b l i c  
a t  large whether i t  b e  t h ro ug h  the  U n i versity, so that 
research can be e n h an ced and the f u n d i n g  that 
returns  from research ,  i f  there are any benef its ,  can be  
accrued back  to the  peo p l e  i n  c o n t i n ued efforts and  
cont i nued expansi o n .  

MR. MANNESS: I s  the M i n i ster say i n g  t h e n ,  t h at the  
system of royalt ies i s  f i ne  as l o n g  as i t ' s  ma i n ta i n ed 
with i n  the p u b l i c  sector ,  w i th i n  the  U n i vers ity sector 
per se,  o r  wit h i n  the  b reed i n g  system used by A g r i c u l 
t u re C a n a d a  who a lso h ave the  opport u n i ty to deter
m i n e  w h i c h  d i rect i o n  t h e i r  new var iet ies a re g o i n g  to 
go .  Is  he  say i n g  that that 's okay but  pr ivate i n d iv idua ls  
w h o  m ay a lso want  to b reed , shou ld  n ot h ave t h at 
same opport u n ity to m a i n t a i n  the  royal t ies i n  t h e i r  
name? 

MR. URUSKI: Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I 'm  n ot s u re what 
the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  i s  gett i n g  at.  I f  he's ta l k i n g  
about  t h e  leg is lat ion  that i s  n ow before t h e  Par l i ament  
of Canada,  i f  that's what he's referr i n g  to ,  I ' d  l i ke  to ask 
h i m  what h e  rea l ly  means.  

MR. MANNESS: Certa i n ly .  M y  o r i g i n a l  q uest i o n  was 
to deal spec i f i ca l l y  wi th  a n  exa m p l e  at the U n i vers i ty 
of M a n itoba w here these d ec is ions  m ay have to be  
made very soon ,  and I don 't k now i f  th i s  part i c u l a r  
M i n ister w i l l  be he l p i n g  the U n iversity m ake u p  t h e i r  
m i n d  o n  h o w  and  what d i rect ion  they're g o i n g  t o  
release the i r  var iet ies o r  not .  
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M y  specif ic q uest i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  as i t  deals  with a 
hypothet ical  case of a pr ivate b reeder. yes. T h e  dec i 
s ion  t h at i s  about  to be made i n  Ottawa wou l d  h ave to  
be made before the M i n ister c o u l d  a n swer that  q ues
t i o n ,  I ag ree. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m be r  for Art h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  a m o re d i rect q uest i o n  
to  the M i n ister o f  Agr icu l ture ,  i n  v iew o f  t h e  po i nts  
made by m y  co l leagu e  from Lakes ide ,  part i c u l ar ly  i n  
v i ew of the  fact that there a ppears t o  b e  more research 
d i rected at specif ic problems o r  opport u n i t ies  w i th i n  
certa i n  areas o f  p lant  b reed i n g  o r  work act iv ity w it h i n  
t h e  research f ie lds  i n  t h e  U n ited States he  referred to ,  
and i n  v iew of the fact that the  Canad i a n  Seed G row
ers Assoc iat i o n ,  as wel l as I bel i eve the Man itoba Seed 
G rowers Associat ion ,  and fol l ow i n g  o n  the c o m m e nts 
t h at h e  has made, where d oes the M i n i ster stan d  t h e n  
a s  f a r  as the overa l l  deve lopment  of research f u n d s ,  or  
the  obta i n i n g  of research f u n d s  through sel l i ng of the 
royalt ies o r  that k i n d  of deve lopment? Does the  M i n is
ter o r  d oes he  n ot support that k i n d  of changes to the  
p lant b reeders' r ights that wou l d  a l l ow that  to happen? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  w i thout  go i n g  too far ,  I 
t h i n k  the  M e m ber for Arth u r  wel l k n ows my v iews o n  
the  m atter of breed i n g ,  and p lant  b reed i n g  specif i 
ca l ly ,  in  the breed i n g  for food p u rposes, that our posi-
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t ion  that the deve lopment  of research a n d  b reed i n g  i n  
food prod uct ion s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  for 
the benefit of a l l  the cit izens of our cou ntry.  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  C h a i rman,  I would take i t  from the 
M i n i ster's answer that h e  does not s u pp o rt the M a n i
toba Seed G rowers Assoc iat ion a n d  he d oes not  s u p
port the  Canad i a n  Seed G rowers Associat i o n  i n  the i r  
efforts to better d eve lop  the  seed trade. So I wou l d  say 
that 's the o n l y  approach t h at I wou l d  have to take, that 
he does not s u p po rt the  Canad i a n  Seed G rowers 
Assoc iat ion or  the Man itoba Seed G rowers Associ a
t i o n  a n d  therefore, I wou l d  have to take t h at because 
he i s  not prepared to a nswer d i rect ly, M r .  C h a i r m a n .  

MR. URUSKI: M r .  Cha i rman,  to be very specif ic  to the 
h o n o u rab le  mem ber, I be l i eve that research shou ld  be 
e n h a n ced, but  the benef i ts  of research s h o u l d  be 
made ava i l a b l e  to al l  the people of the cou ntry w here 
the research i s  done so that those benefits can accrue 
to a l l  t h e  c i t i ze n ry and  n ot be harbou red in  very few 
hands.  T hat's about  as specif ic  as I can be to the 
h o n o u rab le  m e m ber.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1. ( d ) (2 ) -pass. We w i l l  cont i n u e  on 
wi th  I tem 2 .  M a n itoba Crop I ns u rance Corporat i o n  -
A d m i n istrat i o n .  Reso lu t ion  N o .  9. 

T h e  H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for A rt h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  i n  l ook i n g  at the 
a m o u nts of m oney t h at are be i n g  a l located to the 
M a n i toba Crop I ns u rance t here i s  a fa i r ly  s u bstant ia l  
i n c rease to the  Crop I ns u rance Corporatio n .  As the 
M i n ister i s  aware, over the  past  year ,  the  Board of 
D i rectors, w h i c h  the M i n ister has recent ly f i red ,  has 
had a review d o n e  of the Crop I ns u rance Corporat i o n  
program, M r. C h a i rman ,  the w h at i s  now referred to a s  
t h e  M c Fadden Report i s  out  a n d  some of the recom
mendat ions t h at t h e  McFadden Report had  in  i t  h ave 
been i m p lemented and the o bj ect ives that I ' m  s u re 
came from t h at Report a re p retty m u c h  i n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  
major i ty of the  f a r m  people .  

Aga in  as the  M i n i ster i s  aware, o r  shou ld  be aware, 
that after 20 years of operat i o n  i n  the p rov i n ce - it was 
started in 1961 - ( I nterject i o n ) - t hat's r ig ht a g a i n  
a n other  Conservat i ve gove r n m e n t  w h o  f e l t  very 
strong ly ,  a n d  p robably you k now the  m e m bers oppo
s ite can 't rea l l y  u nderstand  w h y  the  agri c u l t u ra l  
com m u n ity bel i eves i n  the C o nservative g overn ment, 
M r. C h a i r m a n .  I t 's p retty m u c h  po i nted out  when  you  
g o  through  t h e  Est i mates, w h e n  we ta lk  about  u n i ve r
s i ty f u n d i n g  for agr icu l ture; when  we ta lk  about  the  
Crop I ns u rance Corporat i o n ;  the deve lopments that 
h ave taken p l ace I t h i n k  speak for themse lves .  I t  
speaks when  i t  c o m e s  to the  m e m bers t h a t  represen t  
the  f a r m  com m u n ity on t h i s  s ide  of the  H ouse .  -
( I nterject i o n ) - I h ave some reservat ions  about  some 
of the  c o m m e nts my co l leag u es m ay from t i m e-to
t i m e  try to g et on the record from the i r  c h a i rs .  But t h i s, 
M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  is a p retty i m p o rtant  area to t h e  total  
farm com m u n ity and I ,  without g o i n g  i nto the h istory 
of it ,  want to ask the  M i n ister spec i f i ca l ly  about  t h e  
M c F a d d e n  Report, t h e  f u rther  i m p lementat ion  of pro
g rams, the concerns that the farm com m u n i ty, th rough  
Mr .  McFadde n ,  p u t  o n  record a n d  h e  f u rther  t ra n s m i t
ted to the Board of D i rectors of the C ro p  I ns u ra n ce 

Corporat ion ,  to the ad m i n i strat ion  and,  h o pefu l ly,  the 
M i n ister wou l d  be able to report some of the  c hanges 
the Corporat ion  are p lann i n g  or h ave, i n  fact . . .  

A n other  area that I want to ta lk  about, M r .  C h a i r
man,  and  that's i n  the area of the actua l  i nter n a l  effi
c iency o r  tu rnaro u n d  t i me, the payout of the C ro p  
I ns u rance Corporat ion,  part icu lar ly  a t  a t i m e  when  we 
are seei n g  h i g h  i n terest rates and if a farmer has a 
crop i n s u rance c l a i m ,  I t h i n k  the exped i e n cy o r  the 
speed at which they can refu n d  o r  pay o u t  m o n ies 
t h r o u g h  the Crop I ns u rance Progra m ,  aga i n ,  i s  
somewhat a n  i m portant area that the farm com m u n ity 
h ave some concerns.  I n  fact, t here were f u n d s  p u t  i n  
l ast year, M r. C h a i rman ,  t h ro u g h  you t o  t h e  M i n i ster ,  
to put in a new p rocess of either c h eq ue-wri t i n g  or 
some part i c u l a r  computer ized program that wou ld ,  i n  
fact, e n a b l e  t h e  Corporat ion  a t  head off ice t o  s peed 
up that p rocess. I wou ld  expect a report from the  
M i n i ster o n  t h at part icu lar  i te m .  

B u t  I c a n ' t  he lp ,  Mr .  C h a i rman ,  expan d i n g  a t  t h i s  
part icu lar  t i m e  o n  the C r o p  I ns u rance Corporat i o n .  I t  
certa i n ly h as been i n d i cated to m e  over the  past many 
years t h at crop i n s u rance wasn ' t  rea l l y  serv i n g  the 
needs,  o r  i t  was certa i n l y  not  in  l i ne w i th  some of  the 
c urrent  crops that h ave been g rowing,  o r  the  d evel
opments t h at were tak i n g  p l ace in agr icu l t u re.  I aga in  
have to say that some of the encouragement t h at we 
gave to the Corporat ion  or the  Board of D i rectors t h at 
we had i n  p lace, were u p g rad i n g  and  u pdat i n g  the  so i l  
zones o r  the zon ing  program that was i n  p lace to  
u pd ate a n d  to make s u re t h at the  coverage that  was 
ava i l ab le  to the d i fferent  c rops,  part ic u lar ly  some of 
the spec ia lty crops,  were rea l l y  in t u n e  wi th  the t i mes 
and the  overa l l  costs of p rod uct ion  and the capacit ies 
t h at certa i n  so i l s  could produce.  

So I t h i n k  it 's of u tmost i m portance, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
when h e  now has rep laced the Board of D i rectors w i t h  
o t h e r  people ,  t h at new Board of D i rectors a r e  p retty 
m u c h  i n  t u n e  w i th  t h e  fee l i n g s  of the farm com m u n ity 
a n d  that they have the a b i l i ty to assess a n d  to be ab le  
to keep u pdat i n g  t h e i r  po l i c ies a n d  programs to the  
c urrent  agr icu l t u re needs, part i c u lar ly  at a t i m e, M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  when  we see some part i c u lar ly  d iff i c u lt 
t i mes i n  the  farm com m u n ity .  I be l i eve at a t i m e  l i ke 
t h i s  when  there a re some f i nanc ia l l y  d iff icu l t  s i tua
t ions  that are deve l o p i n g, I w o u l d  recom me n d  to 
a l m ost every farmer in the  prov i n ce that crop i ns u 
rance be one  of the cons ideratio n s  t h a t  they g ive as 
far as a m anagement  dec i s i o n  i s  taken o r  p u t  in p lace.  

1 243 

In fact, M r. C h a i rman,  I wou ld  expect i f  peop le  a re 
e i ther  borrowi n g  m oney for farm i n g  th rough  the 
M a n itoba Agri c u l t u re C red i t  Corporat ion  or  t h r o u g h  
t h e  ban k i n g  i n st i tutes,  one  of the factors t h at wou l d  
mean whether  o r  n ot t h e  farmer g ot a loan  w o u l d  be, 
in fact, i f  they had a n  adeq u ate c ro p  i n s u rance p ro
gram cover i n g  the i r  part i c u l ar o perat i o n .  Because 
crop i n s u rance i s  not  in p lace for a farmer to make  
m oney, but  a c ro p  i n s u rance program s h o u l d  be put  
i n  p l ace so h e  at l east ma i nta i n s  h i s  cu rrent cash o r  
the  c a s h  p o s i t i o n  t h at he w a s  i n  before h e  started t o  
p lant  a c r o p ;  t h at h e  k n ows there i s  a bottom- l i ne 
retu rn at the  e n d  of t h e  year.  I t h i n k  it 's o n l y  a good 
bus iness p ract ice for a farmer  to d o  that .  

I would t h i n k  that  i f  the n u m bers we h ave seen t h at 
h ave part i c i pated i n  crop i n s u rance - I t h i n k  l ast year 
there was some 75-80 percent of the farmers who 
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were el igible for crop i nsu rance were part icipating in  
it .  I f  I can  remember the f igures correctly I t h i n k  there 
was some $20 mi l l ion of a payout to some probably, I 
don't know how many producers. I would hope that 
i nformation the Min ister m i g ht want to expand upon.  
I 'm  sure we've al l  got our  reports avai lable. Yes,  it's 
avai lable. I'm sure that information wi l l  be avai lable. 

I would hope that the Min ister, M r. Chairman, with 
the additional funds is able to elaborate on whether he 
has addit ional people h i red or what is the objective, or  
whether i t 's  j ust a maintenance of the program with 
any increased staff; or if  he has some new thrusts or 
ideas to carry out with the program and I would hope 
he would put them on the record. 

But I do want to say, M r. Chairman,  that credit has 
to be g iven to the C rop I nsurance Corporation for its 
overall activities in  the last few years, part icu larly with 
the year of the flood and then entering into the next 
year with droug ht. They were pretty keen in the over-

-..._all  ad min istration of the programs that were put  i n  
place a n d  they proved t o  t h e  farm community, M r .  
Chairman, that they can b e  responsive t o  t h e  needs 
and perform a service that is real ly basic to the overall 
underpi nn ing of the agricultu ral com munity. 

So, possible the Mi nister has some specific new 
ideas or thoug hts on the Corporation and I would 
al low h im to do so at this t ime. 

MR. U R USKI:  Thank you, M r. Chairman.  I thank the 
honourable member for his com ments deal ing with 
the Crop I nsurance Corporation. 

I should i nd icate that part of the recommendations 
that were made, I 'm advised, i t 's known as the McFad
den Report, were accepted by the former Board of 
Directors and I would assume that the new Board of 
Directors wi l l  also want to examine further the i m pli
cations of the McFadden Report on the Corporat ion.  

As I u nderstand, the former Chairman of the Board 
wrote to yourself when you were M i nister, and ind i
cated that whi le they accepted some of  the criticisms 
and suggestions of that report, nevertheless they 
d idn't agree with every crit icism and suggestion that 
was made by h i m .  Some of those suggestions have 
been i ncorporated by the Corporation in this budget 
to speed up the very point or enhance the turnaround 
t ime in  terms of the payouts. 

Most of the funds included,  or the increased funds 
that are inc luded in  th is  year's budget, there is an 
additional staff man year as an accounting clerk 
within the department and approximately $ 1 00,000 of 
the increase requested is to affect the turnaround 
t ime in  new computer eq u ipment, computer changes, 
a field adjuster, agent adjuster tra in ing and in  terms of 
office and field equipment. 

The member no doubt remembers that the Corpo
ration increased the n u m ber of adjusters from 1 1 0  to 
1 90 and they have h i red 1 9  adjusters on a 60-day 
guarantee for a six-month period, in other words, six 
days per month i n  terms of guaranteed working.  

There's been a g reater em phasis on adj uster train
i ng ,  especially in  the i n-field trai n ing of staff r ight in  
the f ield ,  as wel l  in  the agency level in  the ru ral 
areas. The Corporation,  I'm advised, has reviewed 
a n d  i m p roved t h e  off ice  fac i l i t i es i n  t h e  rura l  
areas as req u i r e d ,  t o  be ab le  t o  g i ve better  
service to the farmers. 

Mr. Chairman,  last year's program in '81 , there was 
a total payout of $ 1 8.5 mi l l ion in  indemnities u nder the 
Al l  Risk and the Spot Loss O ption Programs, cover
age i ncreased by 5.3 percent from the previous year 
with a total of 1 4,239 persons insu red. Approxi mately 
400 c l ients were u nable to seed an insurable crop. 

Mr. Cha i rman,  as of the crop year ending M arch 3 1 ,  
1 98 1 ,  the reserve for payment of indemnities was at 
zero. An estimate of the balance in the reserve for 
payment of indemnities at the end of March 3 1 ,  '82, is 
also nil. There are no reserves. 

By ag reement the Government of Canada and the 
Provi nce of Man itoba have establ ished the crop re
insu rance funds and the credit balance of these funds 
as of the 3 1  of March, last year,  the crop re-insurance 
fund of the Provi nce of Man itoba is at approxi m ately 
$1 . 1  m i l l ion and the crop re- insurance fund of Canada 
for the Province of Manitoba is $4.896 mi l l ion.  

Premium payments to the re-i nsurance fund in  '81 
are est imated to be $3.5 mi l l ion for the crop re
insurance fund of Man itoba; and the same amount,  
$3.5 mi l l ion for the crop re-insurance fund of Canada 
for Manitoba. 

M r. Chairman,  there have been some new crops 
added to the program; field beans and canary seed 
are two new crops which have been added to the C rop 
I n su rance Program for th is  year. I t  tends to develop 
another four or five crops for the following year and 
work is bei ng undertaken in  that area. 
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T here have been some changes,  M r. Chairman,  on 
an ongoing basis of the contract in terms of techn ical 
language and changes. I don't believe there has been 
any major changes in terms of contracts or the like i n  
t h e  last year other than t h e  two crops that I 've 
indicated. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, I should have at the 
outset, made a comment about the fact that the Board 
of D i rectors which the M i n ister, in fact, has g iven 
notice to or given them their term ination notices. I 
would l i ke to say that I appreciated the hard work and 
the i n put that they put i nto the Corporation.  I th ink  
that they, as I ind icated, put  forward some excel lent 
leadersh ip  for the Corporation and had the true feel
ing of the farm commu n ity. The chairman, by the way, 
who was an excel lent individual in this capacity with 
the past experience that he'd had prior to 1 969, was 
one of the i ndividuals who was i nstru mental in the 
laying out of the prog ram . When the program was 
in i tial ly introduced in 1 961 he was very instrumental 
in the overal l  framing of it and then to come back in as 
a chai rman to assess it  after that period of time and to 
g ive it  some re-direction I th ink ,  was - it's j ust im pos
sible to out l ine the total efforts that were put  into it ,  
but a very dedicated person, as were the other i n d i
viduals on that part icular board and it's u nfortunate 
that the M i n ister couldn't have seen fit to have added 
some new, if  he felt that compelled to change, but to 
total ly  wipe the slate clean again is h is  prerogative, 
but I want to emphasize to him that the objective, as 
far as I'm concerned, is to provide a program which is 
going to give the basis of protection to the farm com
mu nity and would hope that's the kind of thoughts 
that he has had in m i n d  when he has put  i n  p lace the 
board that he has. 

One of the problems, Mr.  Chai rman - I have to 
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speak to t h i s  because it's been of some concern to m e  
- is  that a s  w e  see the o n g o i n g  operat ions  of a C rown 
corporat ion  or of a system that is ,  yes,  M r. Cha i rman, 
i t 's a s u bs i d ized i n s u rance company that the  Federal  
M i n ister i s  a lways concerned whether he's gett i n g  h i s  
B row n i e  p o i nts f o r  the  m oney he's putt i n g  i n to i t .  I n  
fact, he  even makes that a major  issue somet imes 
when you ' re tal k i n g  federa l -prov i nc ia l  re lat ionsh ip .  
But  when you ' re dea l i n g  w i th  a government  organ iza
t ion ,  and agai n I ' l l  c lar i fy the i n vo lvement  because the 
M i n i ster is  aware that the Federal G overn ment  h ave a 
re- i n s u rance prog ram .  They p ick  u p  ha l f  the prem i u m  
charges a n d  they a lso g i ve that k i n d  o f  s u pport i n  the 
re- i n s u rance p rog ram, a n d  the provi nce p ick  u p  the 
ad m i n i strat ion  costs .  But  the  point  I want to m ake, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  is t h is ,  that after 20 years o r  a certa i n  
n u m ber o f  years o f  Crown corporat i o n  or  g overn ment
operated organ izat ion  can become over- reg u l ated, 
M r. C h a i rman,  over i ntern a l l y  bou n d  with reg u lations  
an overly i n g  of red  tape a n d  become so they're a l most 
i noperative and sealed to change that may be he l pfu l 
to the farm com m u n ity.  I t 's  no cr i t ic ism of any i nd i 
v i d u a l ;  I t h i nk  i t ' s  j ust the way i n  w h i c h  we see  these 
k i nds  of t h i n g s  deve lop .  A n d  they ' re certa i n ly respon
s ib le to p rotect the taxpayers money i n  the  best way 
poss i b le, that's what the i r  mandate i s .  

But  I somet i mes have to q uest ion  they don 't become 
overly restr ict ive and  a l m ost become t h e i r  own worst 
prob lem when i t  comes to serv i n g  the com m u n ity i n  
w h i c h  they've been g iven t h e  mandate t o  serve. So, 
that aga i n  i s  why I t h i n k  they have to h ave the a b i l ity to 
be looked at, I t h i n k  t h at's a n  ongo i n g  process of the  
Board  of  D i rectors.  I th ink  the management them
selves h ave that  a b i l i ty .  A n d  the other  po i nt, and  I ' m  
s u re that t h e  M c Fadden Report touched o n  i t  a n d  I 
can see it as a M i n i ster respo n s i b l e  for i t ,  a n d  t h e  
Board of D i rectors felt very stro n g l y  a b o u t  t h i s :  that 
the  who le  report i n g  system, that somebody had to be 
accou ntab le  to the farm c om m u n ity at c l ose to the 
farmers'  leve l ;  that i t  wou l d  be very easy to say to the 
local adj u ster or  the agent that the  farmer had a par
t i c u l a r  prob lem,  but  it was very d i ff i c u l t  for that agent 
o r  person to make any dec i s i o n  or resolve the  p rob
l e m .  It was sent to h ead office and  after several 
months  or a per iod of t i m e  there was a dec i s i o n  made 
but  rea l l y  the  farmer d i d n't  fee l  that i t  was h is  own 
organ izat i o n .  A n d  that's one  of the prob lems that de
vel oped and  I hope the M i n i ster and  h i s  board w i l l  
keep that i n  m i n d .  I ' m  s u re w i t h  h i s  d u a l  respons i b i l i 
t ies of ru n n i n g  the  Man itoba Auto m o b i l e  I ns u rance 
Organ izat ion  he has other i deas that m ig h t  he l p h im in  
the  operatio n  of the C ro p  I ns u rance Corporat i o n .  

S o ,  M r. C h a i rman,  I can ' t  s e e  any  m aj o r  changes 
a n d  the M i n ister has i n d i cated that the new Board of 
D i rectors that he has put in p l ace w i l l  be rev iewi ng  the 
M c Fadden Report, and i f  there are any new c hanges 
adopted or to be made that we can expect an 
a n n o u ncement  from them,  I 'm s u re, dea l i n g  wi th  any 
specif ics that m ight  have to be put  forward . 

MR. MANNESS: Thank  you,  M r. C h a i rman,  I wou l d  
l i ke t o  a s k  o f  t h e  M i n ister h o w  M a n itoba C ro p  I nsu
rance C orporat i o n  p lans to handle a n  emerg i n g  - I 
a l m ost c a l l  it a prob lem it m ay n ot be i n  the m i nd s  of 
some but  i s  in my m i n d  at l east - p reponderance of 
new var iet ies that are c o m i n g  o n strea m .  The reason I 

br i n g  that u p  is because some var iet ies are bei n g  left 
off the  l i st of t hose e l i g i b l e  for coverage a n d  t h ey're 
probably being done so because of a dec is ion  m ade 
by p robab l y  t h e  - I  don' t  k n ow what i t  stands  for  but  I 
know it 's t h e  MASS C o m m i ttee, the c o m m ittee that 
b r i ngs  the so-cal led experts from every area together 
who m ake the  dec is ions  o n  these sort of t h i ngs  - and 
probably i t  would be best to use a coup le  of exa m p les 
and i t  may make the p ic tu re a l i t t le c learer as to w h at I 
t h i n k  we're genera l l y  headed i nto because we're hav
i n g  so many new variet ies come on the scene. 

Se l k i rk wheat, I t h i n k, I don't  k n ow i f  i t  was de
l i censed but  it j ust came off the recom mended var iety 
l ist some two or t h ree years ago and conseq uent ly  
crop i ns u ra n ce wi l l  n ot offer coverage of that part i c u 
l a r  var iety of wheat. Then we cou ld  h ave a variety o f  
w h eat l i ke S i nton w h i c h  u p  u nt i l  B e n i t o  w a s  the n ew
est a n d  latest release and  yet t h ro u g h  o u r  a rea, we 
fou n d  t h is year that as has happened on occas i o n  in a 
n u m be r  of a reas, that the o lder  w heat, that b e i n g  
Sel k i rk ,  out-performed the newer one, t h a t  be i n g  
B e n i to .  Had anybody had a c l a i m  i n, that had g rown 
Sel k i rk wheat for any part icu lar  reason, that c l a i m  
wou l d  probably h ave been rejected .  T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  
happened i n  two-row feed barley where y o u  o n l y  h ad 
a var iety such  as S u m m it w h i c h  becam e  very suscept
i b l e  to somet h i n g  ca l led barley str i pe or leaf str ipe t h i s  
year.  M y  q uest ion  i s  to the M i n i ster, i s  c r o p  i n s u ra n ce 
c o m p l etely sat isf ied that the varietal  p rocess of the 
var iet ies which they h ave decided to cover o n  the 
bas is  of some decis i o n  made by another body.  T hey 
bel i eve that's the p rocess to fol l ow, part i cu lar ly aga in  
when they have so many new varieties coming  forward . 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman,  I ' m  not f u l l y  acq u a i nted 
with the system that i s  in p lace but  I am advised t h at 
the  C o rporat ion  d oes use two methods of deter m i n
i n g  w h i c h  c rops s h a l l  be i n s u red and  there is a t i m e  
tab le, a n d  I g ave part of that t ime  table to the h o n o u r
ab le  m e m be r  as q uest ioned,  the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber 
for A rt h u r. In  terms of new crops t hat are o n  t he 
h o rizon to be i n s u red, there are some fou r  or f ive for 
next year in terms of seed and in '84, a n u m be r  of 
vegetab le  root c rops and other crops that w i l l  be 
i n s u red by the Corporat i o n .  H owever, they use two 
m ethods  as I started i n d icat i n g .  They use the reco m
mended l ist by the M a n itoba Department of Agr icu l 
t u re a n d  a lso there i s  an  Adv isory Board to recom 
m e n d  o n  new var iet ies .  The  Adv isory Board i s  
com posed o f  staff from the  Man itoba Department o f  
A g r i c u l t u re, t h e  U n iversity o f  Man itoba, Agr icu l t u re 
Canada and the Seed Trade. I n  that g ro u p  as far as I 
am adv ised, genera l ly that has been made satisfac
tory process in advice to the corporat ion  and t h e  
Board of D i rectors i n  terms of the seed that s h o u l d  be  
recom mended and i n s u red i n  the years ahead .  That 's  
the p rocess that i s  in  p lace now. 
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I f  the  h o n o u rab le  member  has some other opt ions  
o r  a l ternat ives o r  suggest ions to make, I wou l d  cer
tai n l y  be p leased to hear from h i m  if there are a n y  
f u rther  suggest ions, because there may be s o m e  
o t h e r  methods t h a t  the Corporat ion  m i g ht w a n t  to use 
a n d  the  h o n o u rab le  member  may have some sugges
t ions  that cou ld  be emp loyed by the Corporat ion .  I 'd 
be w i l l i n g  to cons ider  any com ments that he has i n  
th i s  respect. 
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MR. MANNESS: I don 't h ave anyt h i n g  to offer .  I 
g u ess I ' m  bei n g  a l i t t le b i t  m o re cr i t ica l  than I a m  
h e l p i n g ,  but  I wou l d  s a y  that part icu la r ly  when w e  
h ave a g reat n u m ber  o f ,  not new crops but  n e w  varie
t ies with i n  a crop,  that a re bei n g  l i censed a n d ,  of 
course,  trad i t iona l ly  the  experts w i l l  a lways want to 
drop off the o lder-type var iety. I don 't t h i n k  that sys
tem i s  g o i n g  to stan d  very m u c h  l onger ,  and I j ust 
w o u l d  hope that the M i n i ster wou l d  pass o n  that con
cern to Man itoba Crop I ns u rance Corporat ion  that ,  in  
fact ,  rather  than  j ust sta n d i n g  back and  wai t ing  for the  
rec o m m e n d at ion s  to come through other  peop le ,  that 
they act ively watch th i s  who le  prob lem a n d  have the i r  
eyes open to i t  a n d  rec o g n ize that system has been  in  
existence for  such  a l o n g  per iod  of t ime may n ot - I 
stress may n ot - be the  o n e  that s h o u l d  s u i t  us for the  
generations  to come.  

MR. URUSKI: M r .  C h a i rman , I m aybe d i d n 't g ive the 
h o n o u rab le  mem ber q u ite the fu l l  p icture in  terms of  
the  C o m m ittee that I i n d i cated . That Comm ittee that's 
been estab l i shed i s  o n l y  beg i n n i ng .  I t 's i n  i ts ,  I bel ieve, 
sec o n d  year.  So ,  a new system actua l ly  is  in p l ace.  I 
d i d n't  q u ite g i ve the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber the  f u l l  p i c
t u re.  So ,  there is someth i n g  new bei ng  tr ied by th i s  
Adv isory C o m m ittee a n d  they are  i n  the i r  second year 
of advice to the Corporat i o n  in t h i s .  So,  h o pefu l l y  we 
w i l l  be able to have some k i n d  of pattern and  see 
w h ether  i t  w i l l  be better than  what was before. 
Obv ious ly  it  seems to be work i n g  q u ite wel l .  I 've had 
no comp la i nts so far but there may very well be. I t  is 
someth i n g  new. I t 's  a new p rocess that was estab
l ished .  T h i s  is the second year of operat ion  and I 
w o u l d  welcome any  com ments that the m e m ber  h as 
i n  watc h i n g  i n  terms of w h at c rops are deve loped a n d  
p laced o n  the  recom me nded l ist t h rough  those fou r  
g roups  w h o  are act i n g  a s  t h e  Adv iso ry Board t o  the 
Corporat ion .  So,  there i s  a new p rocess in  p lace and  
hopefu l ly i t  w i l l  be  a better system than  has been  in  
the  past. I t' s  new. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for 
R h i ne land .  

MR. ARNOLD BROWN (Rhineland): M y  concern 
wou l d  be somewhat the  same as that of the  M e m ber 
for Morr is ,  and that i s  t h at Sel k i rk was taken off the l i st 
as be i n g  a wheat rec o m mended by crop i ns u rance 
and t h at you  wou l d  n o  l o n ger  receive coverage o n  i t .  
There st i l l  i s  a g reat dea l  of Selk irk grown t h roughout  
the  prov i nce. I k now that I myse l f  g rew it with a y ie ld  of  
52 bushe ls  to the acre .  I can  real ly  not see any reaso n  
w h y  Sel k i rk wheat s h o u l d  have been taken off the 
recom mended l i st 

H owever, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I wonder if the  M i n i ster 
c o u l d  te l l us  who the new Board of D i rectors a re and 
where each one  of them is  fro m ;  the qua l i fi cat ions? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  f i rst of a l l  the varieties in  
terms that the  h o n o u ra b l e  m e m ber  speaks of that 
have been removed from the i n s u red l ist; those varie
ties, I ' m  adv ised ,  are i n s u ra b l e  except for the problem 
o r  the  d i sease for which they were not reco m mended,  
or  d e- I  isted . In  oth e r  words l et's say a g ra i n  had p rob
lems with rust or  stem rust .  That g ra i n  wou ld  sti l l  be 
i n s u rab le  prov ided t h at any l osses that wou ld  be 
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c la i med wou l d  n ot be c la i med for the prob lem of stem 
rust .  I f  the  l oss was c la i med for wetness o r  for other 
reasons ,  except the reason that i t  was de- l isted , the 
crop is  i n s u rab le .  

With respect to the mem bers of the  Corporat ion ,  
M r .  C h a i rman  - I d i d n ' t  have the l ist a n d  I even  forgot 
who was o n  the Corporat ion  now - the Cha i rman  of 
the  Corporat ion is  M r. F red Tufford,  he  is  the farmer 
fro m the Portage area,  M r. C h a i r m a n ;  M rs .  Pat R attai 
i s  from the Beausej o u r  area - ( I nterject i o n ) - Pardon 
me? N o ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the other 
mem bers are: M r. M i ke Sowtis who res ides in  Win
n i peg b u t  farms in the  Ross b u rn area; o n e  other 
m e m be r  i s  a M r. Wi l l ia m  Sloane w h o  i s  a farmer in  the  
C learwater area ,  a n d  a M r. N ick  H u m i n ic k i  w h o  farms 
i n  the  Wi n n i peg Beach area.  

MR. MAN NESS: I 'd  l i ke to ask the M i n i ster of Agr icu l 
t u re a ha l f-serious  q uest i o n ,  and i t ' s  to d o  with pro
d u ct ion  costs. How d oes he rat iona l ize the fact that he 
has a n  Econom ics Department t h at p u ts out produc
t i o n  costs i n  the $ 1 80-an-acre area, a n d  yet I know,  at 
l east by my contract the m ax i m u m  coverage that I can 
receive for cover ing  my prod uct ion costs o n  my farm 
are certa i n l y  far below $ 1 00 an acre; how does he  
rat iona l ize that d ifference? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman ,  I am advised that the 
costs t h at are arr ived at are based on a 70 percent 
f ig u re of  the average y ie ld  at the c u rrent  m arket p rice.  
T h at is  the  bas is ,  I u n dersta n d ,  how the  corporat ion 
arr ives at its coverage per acre va l ue .  The  costs that  
have been put  out  in  terms of p rodu c i n g  the crop,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  I have to say, the m arket s igna l s  that are 
var iab le ,  there are very g rave concerns to producers 
a n d  dec is ions that they shou ld  or  s h o u l d  n ot make as 
to w h i c h  crops they s h o u l d  g row in terms of the 
m arket p rice leve ls  but ,  i n  terms of the  corporat i o n ,  
they use the  c u rrent m arket p r i c e  a n d  estab l i sh  t h e  
coverage a t  7 0  percent of the y i e l d ,  based o n  that 
c u rrent m arket pr ice.  

MR. MANNESS: The M i n ister gave m e  less than a 
ser ious  answer, I m u st admi t .  70 percent,  if you read 
t h e  pream b l e  i nto the A n n ua l  Report ,  of cou rse, of the 
M a n itoba C rop I ns u rance,  i t  says the specif ic  pu rpose 
of  crop i n s u rance i s  to cover cash product ion costs; 
n ot a l l  costs,  but the product ion costs. But st i l l  I q u es
t i o n  why  there is s u c h  a vast d i fference between - a n d  
I c o u l d  be corrected here - but  i t  s e e m s  to me t h e  
m a x i m u m  coverage at 7 0  percen t  of  the  l o n g-term 
average, is  some $70 o r  $80 an acre. How can he 
rat iona l ize,  agai n ,  h is department of eco n o m i cs ,  say
i ng that the cost is  $ 1 80.00. 

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i rman ,  there is a d i fference i n  
terms o f  t h e  two.  A s  I u nderstand t h e  depa rtment's 
a n a lys is  of costs do take i nto the cost of l a n d ,  whereas 
the  corporat i o n  deals with str ict ly the i n put  costs and  
that's where the d ifference comes in .  

MR. MANNESS: I ' m  g lad that  the M i n i ster recog n ized 
t h at but l et's put the issue back then ,  specif ica l l y ,  to 
n o n - l a n d  costs . It seems to me that same report ,  that 
e m a n ated from h i s  Eco n o m i cs Department ,  i n d icated 
t h at cash costs, the same costs that wou l d  be covered 
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u n der crop i n s u ra n ce,  that the M a n itoba farmer t h i s  
year c o u l d  expect costs to r u n  between $100 and $110 
an acre and yet crop i n s u rance coverage wou l d  cer
ta i n l y  be,  I wou l d  est i m ate, some $20 to $25 less than  
that part icu lar  n u m ber .  

MR. URUSKI: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I a m  adv ised from the 
Corporat ion  to g ive the  answer to t h at ,  that in terms of 
arr iv i n g  at those costs there m ay n ot be ,  a n d  I say that 
i n  a l l  ser iousness,  t here m ay not be that c loseness i n  
terms o f  the ca l c u l at ions  done b y  the Corporat ion  
versus  the costs, a l l  the costs t h at a re  i m p uted i n  
te rms  of the department .  I wou ld  h ave to h ave some
one go t h ro u g h  al l  those costs that a re l i sted in the i r  
area a n d  those that are con d u cted by t h e  corporat i o n  
to be ab le  to g i ve t h e  member  an  i nte l l igent  answer t o  
h i s  q uest ion ,  to say, wel l  how d i d  you  arr ive a t  the  two. 
M y  advice from the Corporat ion  i s  t h at t h ey d o  take 
i nto accou nt costs of herb ic ides, costs of seed i n  
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e i r  coverage f i g u res .  H owever ,  I 
ack nowledge t hose f i g u res that have been put  out  i n  
terms o f  t h e  cash costs o f  ran g i n g  $100 to $110 per 
ac re by the  department .  I want to take that q u est i o n  
that he h a s  raised a n d  to m a k e  s u re staff of t h e  two 
areas, to f ind out  what the i ncompat i b i l i ty ,  in terms of 
t hose f i g u res, a re so that I can prov ide  you with an 
i nte l l i gent  answer because I can't  g i ve  you the specif
ics of where the d i fference is occ u rr i n g .  

MR. MANNESS: Wel l ,  I ' m  n o t  f i n d i n g  fau l t  certa i n ly 
w i th  the  crop i n s u ra n ce a n d  I d o n 't even know if I ' m  
f i n d i n g  fau l t  w i th  t h e  eco n o m i cs department ,  b u t  the 
t h i n g  t h at concerned m e  t h e  most ,  a n d  th is  i s  proba
bly the wro n g  area, is that when  you g o  to an O ut look  
conference a n d  you see  $180 fac i n g  you ,  i f  you ' re a 
farmer,  you wal k away very demora l i zed .  You d o n 't 
k n ow how accu rate it is o r  n ot ,  but  I can  te l l  you  that 
many  farmers t h at I spoke to haven't  recovered yet 
from those types of i nformat ion  that came to them by 
way of the Eco n o m ics Branch ,  and I o n l y  po int  t h i s  
out  to s h ow you t h at there are d i ffere nces and  t hat 
maybe t here s h o u l d  be some cons istency if poss i b le .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: I f  there are n o  f u rther  com ments,  
that  conc l u des I te m  No .  2 .  Man itoba C rop I ns u ra n ce 
Corporat ion  - Ad m i n istrat i o n .  

Reso l u t ion  N o .  9. T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R ESOLVED 
that be g ranted to Her  M aj esty a sum not exceed i n g  
$3,043,800 for A g r i c u l t u re, Man itoba Crop I ns u ra n ce 
Corporat ion  - A d m i n i strat ion  for the  f iscal  year end
ing the 31st day of March ,  1983-pass. 

Cont i n u i n g  o n  to I te m  No. 3, the M a n itoba Agr icu l 
t u ra l  Credi t  Corporat i o n ,  Reso l u t i o n  No .  10 ,  I tem N o .  
3. (a)  A d m i n istrat i o n .  

The Mem ber f o r  A rt h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  the M a n itoba Agr icu l 
t u ra l  C red i t  Corporat ion  funds  o r  the  req u est for  
funds  that the M i n ister has i n  the Est i m ates t h i s  year 
are somewhat h i g he r  than the p rev i o u s  year, part icu
lar ly  i n  the i nterest cost .  I wou ld  ask h im i f  that i s  a 
ref lect i o n  of some of the  You n g  Farmer I nterest 
Rebate Prog ram t h at was i ntrod uced in 1978, i s  that 
part of the i n c rease of that cost o r  is it the major  
port i o n  of i t ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ?  I s  that t h e  f i rst part of the  
i nterest subs idy for the you n g  farmer  rebate? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  the f i g u res that he 
s peaks of are in the second l i n e  of the MACC,  Net 
I nterest Costs. 

MR. DOWNEY: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  m aybe then w h i l e  
the M i n ister i s  gett i n g  h i s  staff w i th  h i m ,  I wou l d  l i ke to 
aga i n  p u t  on the record,  for the benef it  of o u r  
mem bers o n  t h i s  s ide o f  the House and a g a i n  for t h e  
f a r m  com m u n ity,  t h at the Board ,  w h i c h  I th i n k  per
formed a n  exce l len t  j o b  i n  the ad m i n istrat ion  of the 
C red it  Corporat i o n ,  I wou l d  l i ke to thank  them for  
the i r  ded icated service because they d i d  do an  excel
lent j o b ,  I be l i eve, in a manner  in w h i c h  the i r  n u m ber 
one  i nterest was to operate the C red i t  Corporat ion  to 
agai n serve the farm com m u n ity in the  areas of farm 
f inanc i n g ,  part i cu lar ly  when we look at the reco rd i n  
t h e  C red i t  Corporat i o n  Report where w e  saw, i n  the 
last  year ,  some tota l  act iv ity of 1, 7 44 loans ;  we saw the 
d i rect l e n d i n g  progra m  w h i c h  98 percent of the pro
ceeds went to the young  farmer rec i p i ents o r  were 
you n g  farmers of that part icu la r  program and I wou ld  
h ave to say that the ad m i n i strat ion  a n d  the objectives 
of the c red i t  corporat ion  u nder  the  past ad m i n i st ra
t i o n  were somew h at wel l  rece ived by the  farm 
com m u n ity. 

I t 's  u n fo rt u n ate that the M i n ister,  and maybe h e  can 
c lar i fy th is for the  comm ittee and  for the farm com
m u n ity ,  the  fact that h e  has frozen or  has n ot a l l owed 
the corporat ion  to f u rther  loan m on ey and that t h ey're 
d o i n g  a p o l i cy review, is he d o i n g  the  po l i cy rev iew, o r  
i s  the n e w  board d o i n g  the po l icy  review, o r  i s  i t  a 
comb i nat ion of bot h ?  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  we are bei n g  asked to vote f u n d s  
here ton i g ht to s u p po rt a program o r  t h e  staff t h a t  a re 
g o i n g  to be ad m i n ister ing the prog ra m ,  and  we a ren't  
rea l l y  c lear - o r  I 'm not c lear  to t h i s  point - w h at the 
M i n i ster's p lans are o r  the new board's p lans are for 
t h e  corporat ion  and would ask h i m  d i rect ly  i f  he  p lans  
to re i ntrod uce the  Land P u rc hase Program that was 
so u n po p u l a r  in the e ight  years that they were in off ice 
before - q u ite often referred to i n  the proper term as I 
wou l d  say ca l led a State Farm Prog ram - where the 
corporat ion  not o n l y  were s u pposed to be the d i rec
t ive of MACC or the  Act wh ich  ad m i n istered MACC 
was to h e l p  the  farm com m u n ity but  i n  fact tu rned 
arou n d  to be a com petitor to i n d iv idua ls  in the agr icu l 
t u re com m u n ity for the p u rchase of land .  
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M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I have some g rave concerns if t h at's 
the type of approach o r  the po l i cy d i rect ion  that the  
cred it  corporat ion  i s  g o i n g  to agai n em bark u p o n .  I 
wou l d  t h i n k  that he wou l d  be we l l  advised to t h i n k  
very caref u l l y  before he went down that partic u lar  
road aga i n .  I would say that the record of the l ast few 
years of o u r  ad m i n istrat ion  when the i n d iv idua ls  were 
ab le  to buy  - I ' m  not say ing  that they weren't ab le  to 
buy  u n d e r  the  prog ram i n  the  l ast few years of the i r  
ad m i n ist rat ion  - but  i n  fact when they had the oppor
t u n ity - the you n g  farmer rec i p ients - and p roceed 
to own t h e i r  farms some two-t h i rds of the 576 o r  500-
and-some lands  p u rchased by them when they were 
govern ment ,  that some two-th i rds opted to buy that 
part i cu la r  p iece of ground .  

In  a l l  cases, a n d  I 'm s u re the M i n ister m ay want  to  
i n d icate that those i n d iv idua ls  who bought  that land 
are  in  f i nanc ia l  d iffi c u lty today and they'd have been 
better  off i f  they hadn ' t  have bought  that farm. I d on't  
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bel i eve that 's the case, M r. Cha i rman ,  because there 
is a s pec i f ic  prob lem w h i c h  I d i d  g et a response from 
the M i n ister today by letter where there have been and 
I had asked the Board of D i rectors to deal with the 
part i c u l a r  issue and  asked them for recom mend a
t ions  on how t h ey felt as a Board of D i  rectors, how the 
issue of cap i ta l  ga i n that was accrued to a parcel  of 
land w h i c h  the i n d iv idua l  t h ro ug h  a contract u ra l  
arra n gement  had p u rc h ased from the p rovi nce - the 
i nd i v i d u a l  h as p u rc h ased a parcel of land  from the  
prov i nce - t h e  i ncreased val ue of the land  was  to be  
pa id  back  to t h e  prov i n ce o r  to MACC and  over  a 
20-year per iod the a m o u nt of w h i c h  the p ro d u cer o r  
the f a r m e r  w h o  w a s  i n  that progra m ,  the a m o u n t  that 
he had to pay back was red u ced by 5 percen t  a year 
over a period of 20 years u nt i l  the total amount  w h i c h  
h a d  to be p a i d  back w o u l d  be tota l l y  d i m i n ished .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I h ave to i n d i cate that there a re some 
peop l e  i n  m y  const i tuency and  other  const i tuenc ies 
i n  the  prov i nce that have wi th  c u rrent eco n o m i c  con
d i t ions ,  been faced wi th  some rea l  hardsh i p  cases 
with that c lause in p l ace.  I h aven't  changed the p o l i cy ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  our  Board of D i rectors were dea l i n g  
w i t h  i t .  There h a d  been d i scuss ions back and  forth 
how in fact the po l icy  change cou ld  take p lace that 
wou l d  treat t h e  prov i nce fa i r ly  as far as the payback of 
funds  were concerned and at the same time n ot penal
ize t h at part i c u l a r  producer  w h o  was want i n g  to c lean 
up some accou nts t h at he felt m o re of the apprec iated 
val u e  of the l a n d  was act u a l l y  h i s  and how t h at c o u l d  
be d e a l t  w i t h .  I hope the M i n ister i s  dea l i n g  w i th  i t .  I 
hope that he's not j ust say i n g  that it 's a cont i n u at i o n  
of p o l i cy ,  a program that the board aren't g o i n g  to be 
asked to deal  w i th  i t ,  because i t  i s  caus i n g  some 
extreme h ards h i p  cases .  I wou l d  hope that 's  o n e  of 
the  pr ior i ty a reas t h at t h e  M i n i ster h as - i t  i s n 't a 
prob lem of a l ot of people - but  t here are some real 
extreme cases of hardsh i p .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  t h i s  part i cu la r  report ,  there i s  t h e  
o ld  Beef Pro d ucers I ncome Assu rance Program w h i c h  
there are s o m e  78 loans that are made b y  M A C C  t o  
t hose part i c u l a r  i n d iv idua ls .  You probably wou l d  
wan t  t o  m a k e  a com ment  o n  that o r  I wou l d  a s k  h i m  t o  
n ot o n l y  m a k e  a com ment b u t  t o  respond h o w  t h e  
payback i s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  p rov i nce u n d e r  those 
ag reements - i f  in  fact they are bei n g  pa id back -
w h at terms a n d  cond i t ions  that they're operat i n g  
u n der.  I wou l d ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s k  t h e  
M i n ister to a n swer the  earl ie r  part o f  my com ments o r  
m y  q u est i o n s  when I asked h i m  i f  t here were a n y  
p o l i cy c h a n g es o r  i f  they were i n  fact g o i n g  t o  enter  
i nto the State Farm Prog ram and start p u rc h as i n g  
l a n d  aga i n  a t  t h i s  part icu lar  t ime .  

MR.  URUSKI: Than k you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  
M r. Cha i rman ,  I h ave to as I 've i nd icated i n  terms of  

t h e  rev iew of t h e  po l i c ies of MACC - there i s  a review 
be i ng u ndertaken between staff and the new B oard of  
D i rectors - I w i l l  be wait i n g  for reco m m e n dat i o n s  
f r o m  the Board and from staff to myself  i n  terms o f  
fu ture len d i n g  pol i cy i n  t h e  Prov ince o f  Man i toba.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  our  th rust th is  year i n  terms of the  
corporat ion  i s ,  we v iew that the m ajor  req u i re ments of 
farmers are to deal with those that have refi n a n c i n g  
prob lems,  d e b t  consol idat ion and operat i n g  cap i ta l .  
As a res u l t ,  we've i ncreased the  b udget to MACC 

su bstant ia l l y  t h i s  year  to attem pt to deal  as best  we 
can w i th  producers who we fee l  w i l l  be ab le  to and  
s h o u l d  cont i n u e  farm i n g .  

We h ave, as I 've i n d i cated earl ier ,  he ld  any f u rther  
lend i n g ,  at th is  po int  in  t i me,  for the p u rc hase of a 
farm l a n d  i n  the  terms of tak i n g  o n  new a p p l i cat i o n s .  
T here a re some appl i cat ions i n  the  p rocess that were 
appl ied for when the corporat ion  ran out  funds .  I 've 
asked the Board of D i rectors to review every one of 
those o n  the basis of the app l icat ions  that h ave made 
and t h e  Board wi l l  be mak ing  recom mendatio n s  and  
m a k i n g  decis ions  on those appl i cat ions  that are i n  the 
m i l l .  I don ' t  k n ow exactl y  how much money i s  i nvolved 
in t here; I ' m  advised by staff somewhere in the ne igh
borhood of $4 m i l l io n  d o l lars of a p p l icat ions  for  l a n d  
p u rc hases. Those wi l l  b e  rev iewed b y  the Board.  F o r  
t h i s  year, u n t i l  the  revi ew i s  comp lete, we w i l l  be u t i l iz
i n g  o u r  funds  that we make avai lab le  here ,  pr imar i ly  to 
deal with many of the f inanc ia l  d iff i c u l t ies that farmers 
face, and we w i l l  be ut i l iz i n g  o u r  f u n d s  i n  terms of debt 
conso l idat ion ,  refi nanc i n g ;  and o perat i n g  capital  w i l l  
be t h e  t h rust o f  t h e  corporat ion  i n  t h i s  year's len d i n g  
program. 

With  respect to the m e m ber w h o  spoke about the 
i n te rest rate rebate, the  m e m ber  i n d icates and  s h o u l d  
rea l ize that the i n c rease i n  terms of the  i n terest rate 
s u bs idy is approxi mately $2.665 m i l l io n  in terms of 
the young farmer rebates and t here's a net i n te rest 
cost of $254,000.00. T h i s  i nc rease is to p rov ide  for the  
expected shortfa l l  wh ich  i s  the d i fference between the  
i nterest c h a rged by  the Department  of F i n a n c e  a n d  
o utstand ing  Capital advances and the i nterest reven ue 
o n  loan  pr i n c i pa l  repayments. 
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M r. C h a i rman ,  in terms of the staff i n g  w i th i n  the  
corporat i o n  there are n o  changes  i n  the  staff i n g  of  the  
corporat i o n .  M ost of the i n c reases a re to deal  w i th  
sa lary adj u st ments, a l lowance for bad  debts,  word  
p rocess i n g ,  and var ious  i tems with i n  the  operat i o n s  
of t h e  corporat ion .  

MR. MANNESS: Than k you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  The M i n
i s ter  made a com ment that raised my c u r ios i ty n o  e n d  
when  he tal ked about those app l icat ions  now i n  the  
m i l l .  I have one const ituent that  I k n ow of ,  and  m any 
m o re that I probab ly  don ' t  know of, that probably  are 
i n  t h e  m i l l .  They app l ied for cred i t  under  th is  progra m ,  
probably aro u n d  Ch ristmas t i m e  or  j ust i nto t h e  new 
year;  they h ad met the cr i ter ia  and to ld ,  in  fact ,  that 
t h e i r  app l icat ion had been accepted but  because  of 
s h o rtage of m o ney n ot h i n g  c o u l d  be done u nt i l  new 
a l locat ions  had been made. I s h o u l d  also say,  of 
co u rse, t h at t h i s  was for the p u rc h ase of l a n d  w h i c h  
w a s  to be seeded start i n g  i n  about o n e  month ' s  t i m e .  
I s  t h e  M i n i ster n ow say i n g  then  that t hose app l i cants 
w i l l  h ave to wait  cons iderably longer before t h e  fate i s  
k n o w n  as to whether they,  the $4 m i l l i on  she's  ta l k i n g  
about ,  they may have to wait  s o m e  cons iderab le  t i m e  
a n d  i n d eed may n o t  know with i n  the next t w o  weeks 
as to  t h e i r  s i tuat io n .  And i f  that is  correct, c o u l d  you at 
l east do them the serv ice,  at l east make i t  k n o w n  to 
t h e m ,  c o m m u n i cate to them, exact ly  what's happen
i n g ?  Because r ight  now I 'm posit ive that they' re s i tt i n g  
o u t  there, u n der the bel ief that they're wait i n g  for 
Est i m ates to be passed at w h i c h  t ime m oney w i l l  be 
made avai lab le  and that they then can buy that l a n d .  
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MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman ,  I s h o u l d  advise the 
h o n o u rable m e m be r  that s h o rt ly after I was appoi nted 
M i n ister I had the  occas ion  to m eet with the Cha i rman  
of the Agr icu l tu ra l  C redit  Corporat ion ,  I bel i eve it  was 
early in Decem ber.  At that po in t  in t i m e  I suggested, 
and I gave the Cha i rman m y  v iews in terms of, when 
he ment ioned to m e  that  Cap ital was ru n n i n g  s h o rt, 
and  I sa id that my pr iority w o u l d  be, i n  terms of the  
eco n o m i c  cond i t ions  of  farmers today, that in  terms 
of l e n d i n g  p o l i cy i t  wou l d  be my h o pe that we wou l d  
sh ift away, f o r  the  i m mediate, i n  t e r m s  o f  f i n a n c i n g  o f  
farm operat ions, from land  p u rc h a s i n g  to operat i n g  
capita l ,  debt conso l i datio n  a n d  those k i n d s  o f  areas. 
T h ose c o m ments were made in m y  d iscuss ion w i th  
the Cha i rman of the  Board i n  the  ear ly  part of  
December.  

I 've asked the new Board to rev iew t h ose app l ica
t ions  that are i n  the m i l l  a n d  if t h ey h ave been made 
p r i o r  to statements i n  the  H o u se, a n d  pr ior  to any 
com m u n icat ion  of the Board  that  was in  p lace, t h ey 
w i l l  h ave to be rev i ewed a n d  I w i l l  be seek i n g  advise 
from the Board.  B u t  I have to te l l  t h e  h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber  that i t  may be  beyond  a week  o r  two i n  terms 
of before those app l icants w i l l  be formal ly  advised i f  
the new Board wi l l  want to d iscuss i t .  I don ' t  know 
exact ly w hether the former Board d id advise those 
app l i cants ;  they m ay have, because I h ave to say to 
the h o n o u rab le  mem ber, t h at f u n d s  were freed - u p  
after J a n uary - I t h i n k  w a s  some $6 m i l l ion ,  some
w here between $4 m i l l i on  to $5 m i l l i o n  d o l la rs w h e re 
t here was a repayment  sched u l e .  I t ' s  a bookkee p i n g  
transfer anyway from M A C C  to the  Department of 
F inance, where we i n d i cated that these funds cou l d  
be u t i l ized and  the  repayment  h e l d  back so that f u n d s  
c o u l d  f l o w  and the  Corporat i o n  c o u l d  agai n advance 
funds .  

A l l  other  aspects of t h e  lend i n g  p rogram i n  the 
Corporat ion  are cont i n u i n g  w i th  n o  change .  The o n l y  
c h a n g e  i s  the f i nanc i ng ,  a t  t h e  present t i me, f o r  l a n d  
p u rc h ases, but  I 've i nd i cated h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  
that  w i l l  h ave to be reviewed and  I be advised by the 
Board and  by the staff of the  Corporat ion .  

MR. MANNESS: Wel l I ' d  l i ke to k n ow s pecif ical l y  when  
t h e  order  went  out  f rom t h e  M i n ister to the  var ious  
reg i o n a l  off i ces a n d  the M i n ister of the  MACC pro
g ram, as to when they s h o u l d  n o  l o nger  accept a p p l i
cat ions  for the p u rc h ase of l a n d ?  

MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman,  I wou l d  have to check 
that, whether  t here in  fact  was.  I d i d n't  i ssue any 
i n struct ions per se to stop,  but  I d id  speak wi th  the 
Cha i rman of the Board and it  wou l d  have been my 
hope that he wou l d  have com m u n i cated wi th  the staff. 
T h at's why I 've i n d icated to the h o n o u rab le  m e m ber 
those app l icat ions  that are in p rocess w i l l  have to be 
rev iewed. 

MR. MANNESS: O h .  Even m o re then to the po i nt, 
those app l icants t h at have been wait i n g  for some two 
m o nths,  and I say they've been wait i n g  u nder  the  
be l ief t hat i n  fact f u n d s  wou l d  be d i rected towards the  
p u rc h ase of  farm l a n d .  Have they been  not if ied at  a l l  
t h at i n  fact there i s  a very good  c h a n c e  t h e y  w i l l  
rece ive n o  f u n d s  whatsoever, a n d  t h at t h e  h o pes of 
seed i n g  that new acq u i red land  in th ree weeks, in fact, 

w i l l  never be rea l ized? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Cha i rman,  I ' m  advised that the  
proced u re that the corporat ion  g oes u n der  i s  the 
app l icat ions  are accepted, but  there's never  a com
m itment  m ade o n  any loan a p p l i cat i o n  un t i l ,  as I 
u n derstand  i t, the facts are p resented to the Board 
and those approvals are made by the Board o r  the 
Corporat i o n .  B ut, once the app l i cat ions  are accepted, 
at that point in t i me, t here's st i l l  n o  c o m m i t ment made.  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  Cha i rman, the M i n ister has f u rther 
bro u g h t  fort h  one  of my m ajor  concerns at th is  part ic
u l a r  po in t .  Now h e  i s  te l l i n g  u s  that the a p p l i cat i o n s  
f o r  loans h ave to b e  rev i ewed by the  Board, when  the  
ad m i n istrat ion  of the Man itoba Agr icu l tu ra l  C redit  
Corporat ion were approv i n g  them a l l  a long  u n de r  pol
icy g u id e l i nes, Mr .  Cha i rman,  i t 's  now becom e  a po l it
ical operat ion  by t h i s  M i n ister w here the board are 
g o i n g  to approve the loans for t he farms.  I can't  for the  
l i fe of me u nderstan d  what h e  i s  t ry i n g  to attem pt to do  
with the M a n itoba Agr icu l tu ra l  Cred i t  Corporat i o n .  

I f  h e  i s  tel l i ng us  t h at a l l  l o a n s  t h at are i n  the  m i l l ,  
t hat h i s  n e w  board - h e  f i rst of a l l  f i red the  board that 
was in p l ace - he's put a new board in p lace, a cand i 
date who is  now the Cha i rman  f rom the Swan R i ver 
area for the N ew Democrati c  party and  that new board 
of d i rectors are g o i n g  to make the  dec is ion  whether  
those i n d iv idua ls  whose a p p l i cat ions  were approved 
by the board and ready to be f u nded as soon as t h e  
f u n d s  were approved, then we c a n ' t  accept t h at .  M r. 
C h a i rman ,  I don 't bel ieve that the  MACC s h o u l d  be 
used as a po l i t ica l  i n st rument  to g ive loans to t h ose 
peop l e  t h at the board feel are r ight ly  o r  wro n g l y  cap
ab le  or  j u st if ied in gett i n g  i t .  

M r. C h a i rman,  I wou l d  i n d i cate and  there's n o  p rob
lem wi th  me d o i n g  so that some of the ones that the 
ad m i n i strat ion  had p rev ious ly  had d i ff icu l t ies wi th  I ' m  
s u re were referred t o  t h e  board,  b u t  he is  te l l i n g  u s  
n o w  that a l l  o f  t h e  loans t hat are i n  l i m bo have t o  be 
approved by the board . I wou l d  t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be an 
automat ic p rocess that those that are in the m i l l  l i ke 
my co l league has sa id,  that they're j ust wait i n g  for 
f u nds, that the approval i s  made and  I wou l d  hope that 
he's proven, o r  his col leag ues that were in the M i n istry 
before h i m  h ave p roven that t h ose k i n d s  of t h i n g s  can 
happen,  that he wants  to be h a nds-on aga in  and 
d i rect ly  get  i nto the state farm bus i ness. I wou l d  h ope, 
Mr. C h a i rman,  the M i n i ster cou l d  c la r ify that for t hose 
peop le  who are wait i n g  for s u p po rt from MACC who 
have loans in p lace o r  h ave app l icat ions in p lace. 
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MR. URUSKI: M r. Cha i rman,  I want to i n d i cate to the  
h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  that a p p l i cat ions  that are  made 
to the Corporation ,  staff do  approve the loans .  

I 'm adv ised that in  ear ly  J a n uary a l l  a p p l i cat ions  
that had been  received by the  Corporat i o n  were 
advised that the Corporatio n  n o  longer  had f u n d s  at 
i ts d i sposal and  that t here was no c o m m itment  made 
that funds  wou l d  be avai lab le  to them for  those app l i 
cat ions  i n  terms of whether f u n d s  wou ld  be approved 
or  not. B ut, M r. Cha i rman,  I want to i n d i cate to t h e  
h o n o u rab le  mem bers t h o s e  a p p l i cat i o n s  w i l l  b e  
reviewed, t hose that a r e  i n  the p rocess. 

The h o n o u rable m e m ber says, when?  Obv ious ly, 
h i s  govern ment  s h o u l d  have p rovided the f u n d s  to 
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that Corporation which ran out in December and 
there were no funds avai lable. -( I nterject ion)- M r. 
Chairman,  I am i ndicat ing to the mem ber that those 
appl ications wi l l  be reviewed. The changes were 
passed six days ago, they wi l l  be reviewed and those 
appl icants will be notified. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman,  that's not the point.  
Why do they have to be reviewed? They've been 
approved, M r. Chairman,  by the admin istration that 
had been in p lace. He's now sayi ng that the people 
who have been approved u nder the old board or 
u nder the admin istration that's i n  p lace, that they're 
now going to review people who have had a comm it
ment from MACC and with a new board coming in ,  the 
board are going to review them and possi b ly change 
the decision on people who've got a commitment 
from MACC to get funds. I s  that what he's saying? 
He's now going to have the defeated N D P  candidate 
as Chairman of the board review the appl ications that 
were approved u nder a Conservative government. Is 
that what he's saying.  

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Chairman,  if  the honourable 
member wants to indu lge in  some g uttersnip ing ,  he 
can do that. He should k now, he was M i n ister respon
sible for four years that when an appl ication is 
approved and a client is  notified, then those funds are 
committed . Until that approval is g iven by the staff 
and he's notif ied that approval has been given there is 
no comm itment that the appl ication is accepted and 
funds are comm itted. I have indicated that those wi l l  
be  reviewed, M r. Chairman. 

MR. C H A I R M A N :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  for  
Robli n-Russell .  

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-R ussell):  M r .  
Chairman,  I am com pletely confused b y  t h i s  M i n ister 
once again .  

I have a constituent whose appl ication has been i n  
there si nce, a s  I u n derstand,  late Decem ber it was 
approved and as late as last Friday,  Apri l  2nd this 
farmer was told there was no money available. 

MR. U R USKI:  How cou ld it be approved if there's no 
money? 

MR. McKENZIE: Well, I 'm told by this gentleman that 
the appl ication was approved and then as late as last 
Friday he was told there's no money. So u nfortunately 
this poor farmer i f  he's going to seed that land this 
year ,  he phones me and says what am I going to do? I 
said,  well I asked the M i n ister a question in the House, 
I d idn't get any satisfact ion. Should he now go to the 
banks? Should he go to the credit u nions or where 
should that farmer go? He can't wait another two or 
three weeks because he wi l l  not own the land and 
therefore he wi l l  not be able to seed it .  I th ink  it's 
terri ble the way the Min ister has handled this matter. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise 
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