
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Monday, 5 April, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PAA YER by Mr. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAKE R ,  Hon.  D. James Walding (St. Vita l ) :  
P resent i n g  Pet i t i o n s  . . .  Read i n g  and  R ecei v i n g  
Pet i t ions . . .  P resent ing  Reports b y  Sta n d i n g  a n d  
S pecia l  C o m m i ttees . . .  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of G ov
ern m ent  Services. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (Lac du Bonnet): M r. S peaker, 
I wish to table another i nformat ion  p iece with respect 
to the C row package for the benefit of al l  mem bers of 
the House. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le  M i n ister of N at u ral  
Resources. 

HON.  AL MACKLING (St. J ames):  M r. Speaker,  I 
have a f u rther  report i n  respect to f lood forecast and  i t  
cont i nues a b o u t  the same, rea l ly  n o  c h ange.  

MR.  SPEAKE R :  N ot ices of Mot ion . . . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

HON.  E U G E N E  KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks) i ntroduced 
B i l l  No. 2 ,  The  Resident ia l  Rent  Regu l at ion  Act.  
( R e co m m e n d e d  by  Her H o n o u r  the L i e u t e n a nt
Governor) . 

MR.  USKIW i ntrod u ced B i l l  No .  1 7 , Ttie Proceeds of 
Contracts D i s b u rsement Act. (Recom mended by Her  
Honour  the L ieutenant-Governor) .  

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East) i n t ro
d u ced B i l l  N o. 2 1 , The Com m u n ity C h i l d  Day Care 
Standards Act .  (Recommended by H e r  H o n o u r  the  
Lieutenant G overnor) . 

MR.  SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le  M i n ister of Hea l th .  

HON.  LAU R E N T  DESJARDINS (St .  Boniface) i n t ro
d uced B i l l  No. 22, The M a n itoba Lotteries Fou n dati o n  
Act. (Reco m mended b y  Her  H o n o u r  the  L ieutenant  
G overnor) . 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKE R :  Before we reach O ra l  Q uest ions  may 
I d i rect the attent ion  of h o n o u rab le  mem bers to the 
ga l le ry, where we have th ree students from the R .  D.  
Parker Col leg iate. These students are u nder  the 
d i rect i o n  of M rs .  Ashton .  The school  i s  l ocated in the 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  of  the H o n o u r a b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Thompson.  

The students have j ust ret urned from the  O perat ion  
Wor ld  Scho larsh i p  Exchange to G uyana and Barba-
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dos. They are accompan ied by t h ree students from 
G u ayana a n d  th ree students from Barbados who 
came to Canada as part  of th is exchange. T h e  stu
dents wi l l  be v is i t ing the const i tuency of the H o n o u r
ab le  M e m be r  for Thompson .  

O n  beha l f  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  honourab le  mem bers I wel
come you here today. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry) :  M r. Speaker, 
my q u esti o n  i s  to the  H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Healt h .  I 
wou l d  l i ke to ask h i m  who gave the author i ty ,  or w h o  
ass u med the authority f o r  res u m pt ion  o f  t i n ke r i n g  
and f idd l i n g  wi th  the  redeve lopment  p l a n  i n  t h e  f i rst 
phase redeve lopment  of the  Health Sc iences Centre? 

MR. SPEAK E R :  The Honourab le  M i n i ster of Health .  

M R .  DESJARDINS:  M r. Speaker ,  I don't k n ow i f  
there's any t i nker i ng  but  n obody h as g i ve n  a n y  
authority.  I f  the  honourab le  m e m ber  i s  tal k i n g  about 
the C h i l d ren's Hospita l ,  I was surprised as h e  was 
when I saw t h e  a n n o u ncement in  the newspaper .  I've 
req uested i nformat ion  from the  C o m m iss io n ;  it hasn't 
come to the Com m iss ion or  to t h e  Board of the Heal th  
Sc iences Centre e i ther .  Th is  i s  somet h i n g  at the staff 
l evel on ly ,  I am told at th i s  t ime .  

M R .  SHERMAN: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker,  there certa i n l y  i s  
tem peri n g  and  f id d l i n g .  The Pres ident  of the  Health 
Sc iences Centre is  q uoted as say i n g ,  " I t's n ot a f ixed ,  
frozen p l a n  at a nytime." Can t h e  H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster 
of H ealth conf i rm that the Pres ident  of the Health 
Sc iences Centre and  the  Board of t h e  Health Sc ien
ces Centre i s  operat ing  a t  the p resent t i m e  u nd e r  the  
i l l us i o n  a n d  the m isconcept i o n  that i t  i s  n ot a f ixed 
p lan? 

MR.  DESJARD I NS:  M r. Speaker ,  that quest ion  w i l l  
have t o  be asked o f  t h e  P res ident .  A s  f a r  a s  I 'm con
cerned,  the  i n format ion that  I h ave; t h i s  hasn't come 
to t h e  C o m m iss ion or  to myse l f ,  of c o u rse,  n o r  to t h e  
Health Sc iences Centre Board ; I 'm t o l d  th i s  i s  o n l y  an  
exchange between the staff at t h i s  t ime  a n d  we' l l  cer
tain l y  - especia l ly  now that we are aware of i t ,  we' l l  be 
very caref u l ,  I can assu re you that there's n ot g o i n g  to 
be any ready acceptance of th i s  concept.  

MR. S H E R MAN: M r. Speaker, I wo u l d  l i ke to ask the 
M i n ister of Health whether anyth i n g  was said of  any  
rev is ions  to t h e  p lan  for  C h i l d ren's Hospita l  d u ri n g  a 
recent  meet i n g  or any recen t  meet i n g s  between t h e  
M i n ister and  the P res ident  of  the  Health Sc iences 
Centre;  the  C hai rman of the Board and  t h e  V ice
Pres ident  of P lan n i n g ?  

MR.  DESJARDINS: Absolutely not.  

MR.  SHERMAN:  M r. S peaker ,  in v iew of the fact t hat 
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prog ress o n  the redeve lopment  of the Health Sc ien
ces Centre was frustrated for  some 1 2  years d u e  to 
cont i n ua l  rev is ion  and p lan n i n g  and rep l a n n i n g, and  
what I refer to as t i n ker i n g  a n d  f idd l i n g ;  a n d  that steps 
were taken to termi nate that and get o n  w i th  the job of 
construct i o n, Can the M i n ister  conf i rm to t h i s  House 
that it is h i s  i ntent ion  and  the  i ntent i o n  of h i s  g overn
ment that pos i t ion be mainta i ned? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r .  S peaker, I 'd  l i ke to say to the  
honourab le  mem ber that I 'm  very c o ncerned wi th  the  
l o n g-t i me p l an n i ng .  I t  seems t h at th ings  are chan g i n g  
constant ly and  that i s  the  reason for c h a n g i n g  t h e  
p l a n s, and I ' m  certa i n l y  n o t  very h a p py w i t h  t h at .  I 've 
i n structed staff to rev iew the s i tuat i o n, to start look i n g  
a t  the s i tuat ion i m med iately to see i f  t h ey need a n y  
l i t t le  b i t  o f  coax i n g  o r  p rod d i n g  o r  t a k e  over fro m  t h e  
government  because we can't k e e p  o n  l ike t h i s .  I ' m  
t o l d  that we spent the l ast twelve years o r  so j ust i n  
p l an n i n g, i t  h a s  been a fab u l o u s  o r  fantast i c  s u m .  I ' m  
i nq u i r i n g  i nto t h i s  a t  t h i s  time a n d  I ' m  s ure t h at w e  w i l l  
d i scuss t h i s  d ur i n g  t h e  Est i m ates, I ' l l  b e  only to 
p l eased to. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, in view of the fact that 
t h e  Health Sc iences Centre u n i l atera l ly  u ndertook the  
res u m pt i o n  of a d u lt card iac s urgery w i thout  approval 
from the M i n ister. or  the previous  M i n ister I m i g ht say; 
in v iew of the fact that the sen i or off icers of the Health 
Sc iences Centre are now tal k i n g  about  p h as i n g  
C h i l d ren 's  Hospi tal,  i n  effect, ou t  of existence as a 
separate ent i ty, aga in  w i thout  t h e  a p proval and  even 
apparent ly  w i thout  the k n owledge of the M i n ister; can 
t h e  M i n ister adv ise t h e  House as to w h o's r u n n i n g  the  
Hea l th  bus i ness i n  t h i s  prov i n ce? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. S peaker, I certa i n l y  can tel l  
t h e  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber, a s  h e  k nows, t h at approval 
of a nyth i n g, any cha nge or a pp rova l  of the funds, has 
to come from t h e  goverment, the Department  of 
Heal th, and we' l l  be very caref u l  before any approval 
i s  g iven .  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for A rt h u r. 

M R .  JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. S peaker, I 
h ave a quest ion  for the  M i n ister of A g r i c u l t u re. I 'd l i ke 
to ask the M i n ister, i n  fact one of t h e  reasons for a 
de lay i n  the i ntroduct ion  of a beef p rog ram, the  M i n is
ter kept i n d i cat i n g  that h e  was consu l t i n g  wi th  p ro
d ucers. or  prod ucer  g roups .  C o u l d  h e  tel l t h is House 
what prod u cer groups  h e  consu lted w i th  before 
i nt rod u c i n g  the beef p ro g ra m  t h at he has j ust 
annou nced last week? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  o f  
Agr icu l ture .  

HON.  B ILL  U RUSKI (Interlake): M r. S peaker, i f  the  
m e m ber had been  i n  the House l ast week he 'd h ave 
taken part in the debate when  i nformat ion  was p ro
v ided to the h o n o u rab le  m e m bers of the  H ouse at that 
t ime .  

M R .  DOWNEY: M r .  Speaker, on  a po in t  of o rder, I 
bel ieve that one of the ru les of th i s  House, Mr .  

S peaker, i s  n ot to make referen ce to w h ether  a 
m e m be r  is i n  th i s  House.  M r. S peaker, I was i n  the  
House u n t i l  the House adjou rned o n  Wednesday t o  g o  
to B r a n d o n  Fai r, w h i c h  I atten ded, a n d  cont i n ued o n  
to m eet w i t h  s o m e  of t h e  const i tuents i n  t h e  southw
est corner of the prov i n ce to d i scuss w i th  them some 
of the c u rrent agr icu l tu ral  issues and  concerns that 
the  agr icu l tura l  comm u n ity are fac i n g .  

M r. S peaker, o n  to t h e  quest i o n ;  the  M i n ister a ppar
ently d oes n ot want to answer the quest ion  of who he 
consu lted w ith, or  w h at farm group  he consu lted w i th  
to adv ise  to h im what t h ey wou l d  fee l  was  in  t h e i r  best 
i nterests as a s u p po rt p rogram for the beef i n dustry .  I 
w i l l  ask h i m  aga i n, M r. Speaker, what farm orga n iza
t ion  o r  prod ucer g roup  d i d  the M i n i ster m eet w i th  and 
d i scuss h i s  proposed p rogram with  that  he a n n o u n ced 
in the House last T h u rsday? 

M R .  U R U S KI: Mr. S peaker, I ' l l  take back the rem arks 
that I d i d n't want to attr i bute to the h o n o u rab le  
mem ber, but  h e  u nfort u nately was absent  when  the 
d i scuss ion took several h o u rs in  th is  C h a m ber. -
( I nterject ion ) - Wel l, Mr. S peaker, we were o n  Est i
m ates for  approx i mately an  h o ur-a nd-a-ha l f  to an 
h o ur-and-three-quarters l ast T h u rsday, and  i n forma
t ion  was prov ided .  I i n d icated that for the h o no urable 
m e m be r  a n d  i f  h e  w ishes to c heck H a nsard, h e  w i l l  
h ave that i nformat ion, M r. S peaker. 

M R .  DOWNEY: Mr. S peaker, the M i n ister as I am 
aware h e  e i ther  has to answer or n ot .  I t' s  h i s  p reroga
t ive whether  h e  does o r  not a n d  h e  i s  n ot des i rous of 
answeri n g  who he consu lted with,  M r. S peaker.  Can 
the M i n ister, M r. S peaker, tel l  t h i s  House and the 
peop le  of M a n itoba that h e  h as the s u pport of the 
m ajor i ty of the farmers, the beef producers of the 
Prov ince  of Man itoba, on  the new beef program that 
h e  has j ust a n n o unced? Does h e  h ave the  s u p po rt of 
the majority of beef producers? 

MR. U R U SKI: M r. S peaker, I am sorry that the hon
o u rab le  m e m ber  i s  n ot ab le  to read H a nsard to get  the  
i nf o r m at i o n  t h at was p r o v i d e d  t o  h o n o u ra b l e  
m e m bers. I f  h e  w ishes n ot to ava i l  h i mself  of t h e  
o pport u n i ty, I apolog ize t o  h i m  a n d  to h i s  const i tuents 
that h e  cou ld  take that t ime .  
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Mr .  S peaker, w i th  respect to s u pport, t h i s  govern
ment  has the  mandate of the people of M a n itoba.  We 
h ave consu lted with beef p rodu cers and we' re h o p i n g  
that beef producers w i l l  recog n i ze, a n d  t h ey h ave 
i nd i cated, that they a re in t ro u b l e .  After bei n g  sabot
aged in terms of a program t h at was e n d i n g  on M arch 
3 1  st of 1 982 which was scutt led by that former a d m i n 
istrat i o n, I f i n d  i t  very ho l low i n  t e r m s  of t h e i r  concern 
for beef  prod u cers w h o  they to ld  l ast fal l t hat there 
was no s u p port for them when  t hey, l ast J u ly, came 
a n d  met w i th  them a n d  said t here was n o  s u p port for 
beef prod u cers. I f ind those statements very h o l low, 
M r. Speaker.  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. S peaker, I ' m  s u re the M i n ister is 
aware that Hansard i s  not out yet for the debate that 
took p lace l ast week, some of t h e  T h u rsday Hansard, 
but the total debate i s  not ava i l ab le  at th i s  part i c u l a r  
t ime  and i f  i t  is, I haven't h a d  t i m e  to peruse i t .  

However, M r. S peaker, another d i rect quest ion t o  
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the M i n ister,  he is u nable to answer the f i rst ones h e  
rece ived so one  wou ld  h ave to q uest ion  or  i n  fact take 
the ass u m pt ion ,  Mr. Speaker,  that h e  does not have 
the su pport of the beef i n d ustry as far as t h i s  program 
is  concerned. Mr .  Speaker, i s  i t  correct that he has 
h i red M r. J oe D u nsmore to head up the new beef 
i ncome or  i ncome ass u rance prog ram or beef support 
program or to h ead the com m issio n ?  H as M r. Joe 
D u ns m o re been reh i red ,  the  i n d iv id ua l  w h o  was i n  
ch arge o f  t h e  o l d  Beef I n come Assu rance Progra m ,  
M r. S peaker,  that was n ot done away wi th  by o u r  
ad m i n ist rat i o n ,  but  i n  fact, the  producers decided b y  
t h e i r  o w n  dec is ion not to cont i n u e  on  w i t h  the pro
gram - h as Mr. D u nsmore been h i red to operate the  
program? 

M R. U R U SKI: M r. Speaker, yes. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r· 
Lakes ide.  

MR.  HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): M r. Speaker ,  j ust one 
further q u est ion to the M i n ister of Agri c u l t u re. Has 
the M i n i ster targeted a part icu la r  date for the start-u p  
of the beef p rogram? 

MR.  U R USKI: M r. S peaker, as soon as the contracts 
are developed,  I wou l d  hope that wi th i n  about e ight  
weeks that there shou ld  be contracts and d iscuss ions  
to f i ne-tu n e  the var ious  po i nts of t h e  program that are 
st i l l  i n  the  consu ltat ive p rocess w i th  producers. When 
those po i nts are covered and dec ided upon ,  then the 
p rog ram and the contracts w i l l  be ava i lab le  for s ign
i n g  wi th  beef producers in  th i s  p rovi n ce. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Mem ber for St.  
Norbert. 

MR. G .W.J.  (Gerry) MERCIER (SI. Norbert): M r. 
S peaker, m y  q uest ion  is to the  M i n ister of U rban 
Affa i rs .  Cou ld  the M i n i ster i n d i cate whether  or  not h e  
has received a report f r o m  Ms .  S h a p i ro ,  an i nter i m 
report w i th  respect to t h e  i n q u i ry she's  h o l d i n g  on t h e  
expropr iat ions i n  the L o g a n  Avenue  area? 

MR. KOSTYRA: No, M r. Speaker.  

MR. M E R CIER:  Mr.  Speaker,  in v iew of the fact t h at 
report is apparent ly to be i n  the hands  of the  M i n ister 
re lat ively short ly ,  w i l l  h e  u n dertake to d istr i bute a 
copy of that report to mem bers of the  Leg is lat u re 
when he receives i t?  

M R .  KOSTYRA: M r. S peaker,  once I 'm in  rece i pt of 
the report, I ' l l  determ i ne w h ether  o r  n ot i t  w i l l  be 
d istr i buted and when i t  wi l l  be d istr i buted.  

M R .  M E R CIER:  M r. S peaker,  a supp lementary q ues
t ion  to the M i n i ster of Labour. I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
cou l d  advise whether  or  n ot p u b l i c  hear i ngs  wi l l  be 
he l d before any changes are made to the  m i n i m u m  
wage. 

MR.  SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Labou r. 

HON.  VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere) : M r. S peaker,  

there is  a M i n i m u m  Wage Board w h i c h  trad i t iona l ly  
ho lds  heari ngs w i th  respect to  that issue. 

M R .  MERCIER :  Wi l l  the trad i t ion  be fol lowed, M r. 
S peaker? 

MR. SCHROEDER:  The M i n i m u m  Wage Board h as 
al ready met and made a determ i nation .  

M R .  M ERCIER:  M r. Speaker, were p u b l i c  hear i n g s  
he ld  then? 

M R .  SCHROEDER:  No,  they were n ot .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  The Honourable Mem ber for Tuxedo.  

M R .  GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): M r. Speaker,  m y  
q u est ion i s  f o r  t h e  M i n i ster o f  E d u cat ion .  Does t h e  
M i n ister s u p po rt the p roposal put  forth by the  outgo
i n g  P res ident  of the Man itoba Teachers Society t h at 
M a n itoba adopt the so-ca l led 20-20 p l a n ,  t h at is ,  t h at 
teachers be l i m i ted to a m ax i m u m  of 20 h o u rs i nstruc
t ion t ime per week and c lass s izes be l i m ited to a 
m ax i m u m  of 20 stu dents? 

M R .  S P EA K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M in i st e r  of 
E d ucat ion .  

H O N .  MAUR E E N  H E MPHILL (Logan) :  Mr .  Speaker ,  
as i s  the trad i t ion  and  p ract ice of the Department of 
Educat ion  and the M i n ister of E d ucat i o n ,  I a m  await
i ng the p resentat ion  of the reso l ut ions  t h at were 
passed at the teachers' general meet i n g  and I w i l l  be 
d iscuss i n g  them and rev iewi n g  them at t h at t i m e .  I 
have n ot received them yet. 

MR. FILMON: M r. S peaker, I wonder  then i f the  M i n i s
ter cou ld  i nd i cate whether  or n ot s h e  s u pports t h e  
resol ut ion adopted by the Man itoba Teachers Soci ety 
i n  its recent a n n ua l  meet i n g  t h at prov i n c i al a i d  to 
pr ivate and paroch ia l  schools be  term i nate d .  

M R S. H E MPHILL: M r. S peaker ,  as a matter o f  c o u r
tesy I t h i n k  that it is fai r  that t h e  f i rst d i scuss ion  t h at 
takes p lace related to the reso lu t ions  passed by the 
teachers take p lace between the  teachers a n d  I .  

M R .  FILMON:  M r. S peaker, as a m atter of  courtesy 
perhaps to those peop le  who s u pport p r ivate and 
paroch ia l  schools  in  the  prov i n ce,  c o u l d  t h e  M i n i ster 
i n d i cate whether or  not her govern ment  has a pos i t ion  
o n  t h is?  I u n derstan d  that  i t  i s  u nd e r  rev iew a n d  I 
wonder  if therefore the M i n ister can g ive us an i n d i ca
t i o n  of what her  pos i t ion  is on t h e  m atter s i n ce it is of 
concern to many thousands of  Man itobans? 

M R S. H E MPHILL: M r. S peaker,  I d id i n d i cate p re
v ious ly  that a l l  educationa l  fu n d i n g  and a l l  f i nanc ing  
of  educat ional m atters i n  the Prov i nce of Man itoba 
were u nder  rev iew and a i d  to pr i vate school s  i s  one of 
those matters that wi l l  be looked at .  

I m i g ht a lso i n d icate t h o u g h  that  the present f u n d
i n g  that is i n  p l ace i n  the exist i n g  b u dg et w h i c h  we can 
d iscuss d u r i n g  the  Est i m ates review i s  the  a m o u n t  of 
m oney that was put  in p lace by the prev ious  govern
ment for s u p port to pr ivate schools ,  M r. S p eaker, for 
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wh ich  thete was no i n c rease g iven .  It is  the same 
amount  of money i n  the  b u d g et as was put  in  the 
b udget by them.  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Rob l i n-R ussel l .  

MR. J, WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): M r. 
Speaker, I have a q uest i o n  for the  Honourab le  M i n is
ter of Agricultu re.  I wonder can the Honourab le  M i n is
ter of Agr icu l tu re ob l ige  the H o u se cons ider ing  now 
that the  supp lementary s u pp ly  passed by the House 
wi l l  g i ve MACC m on ey to look  after the farmers ,  when 
wi l l  the farm loans some of w h i c h  have been h eld back 
s i nce Jan uary be approved? 

M R .  URUSKI: M r. S peaker,  i t  i s  my u ndersta n d i n g  
that loans were i n  the  p rocess of be i n g  approved after 
the Corporat ion  ran out of m on ey by the end of 
Decem ber. We a p proved i nterna l l y  sums that had to 
be repa id  from MACC to the Department of F i n a n ce .  
We h e l d  those u p  so t here cou ld  be i n it ia l  f i n a n c i n g  
and  now that t h i s  L o a n  A c t  h as b e e n  passed ,  loans 
shou ld  be p rocessed as t h ey a lways have been i n  the  
normal  ma.finer.  

MR. SPEAKER :  The H onou rab le  Member  for Stu r
geon C reek.  

MR. J.  FRANK JOH NSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
S peaker,  my quest ion  is to the  M i n i ster of Labour .  W il i  
t h e  M i n ister of Labour  be tabl i n g  the recom me nda
t ions  of the M i n i m u m  Wage Board? 

MA. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M i n ister of Labou r. 

MR.  SCHROEDER:  Mr.  S peaker, I expect to be tabl i n g  
t hose recom me n dat ions short ly .  

MR. JOHNSTON :  M r. Speaker ,  my quest ion then i s  
to the Min ister of Econ o m ic Deve lopment  a n d  Tou r
i s m .  I f  the M i n i mu m  Wage Board d i d  n ot ho ld  any  
hear i ngs to determ i ne the recommendat ion  that has  
been  made to the  M i n i ster of Labour ,  was  there any 
d i scuss ion w i th  the  M i n i ster of Economic  Deve lop" 
ment  or was there d iscuss ion w i th  sma l l  b u s i n ess i n  
Man itoba before the dete r m i nat ion o f  the report t hat 
was sent to the M i n i ster of Labo u r? 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Eco
n o m i c  Deve lopment .  

HON. MURIEL S MITH (Osborne): M r. S peaker, issues 
s u c h  as that are a lways u nder  d iscuss ion i n  t h e  
Cab inet and  my col leagues a n d  I a re i n  a regu l a r  
consu ltative rel at ionsh ip .  Whenever I 've m e t  g ro u ps 
or i nd iv iduals represen t i n g  the  sma l l  b u s i n ess sector ,  
i t  i s  a lso afi issu e  w h i c h  comes u p  a n d  the  relat ions h i p  
o f  l abou r  costs, wages t o  t h e i r  part i c u l a r  eco n o m i c  
c i rcumstance a n d  the  com pet i t ive env i ronment  they 
operate i n  is u n der  constant rev iew. 

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. S peaker ,  th is i s  a d i fferent 
q u est i o n , but i t 's  to the M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Devel
opment and Tourism .  Last week ,  the M i n ister i nformed 
the  House that there was a f ive-man board bei n g  
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appoi nted to study the app l icat ions for the  I nte rest 
R e l i ef P rogram for smal l  bus i ness. T h e  m oney has  
now been passed , the app l icat ions  are out .  I wonder  i f  
the  M i n ister c o u l d  i nform the House the n a m es o f  
those sma l l  bus i nessmen from pr ivate enterpr ise that 
w i l l  be on that board. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, there are f ive peop le  on  
that board  a n d  at  t he moment, my memory s l i ps on  
t h e  f i f th  person ,  but  I am p repared to g ive the  names 
of fou r  of t h e  f i ve.  The C h a i rperson i s  Jean Ed m o n ds ;  
the  V ice-Ch a i r  i s  J o h n  M u n d ie ;  members of t h e  Board 
are M a u reen P ren d i v i l l e  and R i c h ard F i n ke l .  -( I nter
ject ion ) - The fifth person is G o rdon Peitsch .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  Mem ber for  Portage 
La Pra ir ie .  

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage La Prairie):  Thank you,  
M r. Speaker .  I have a quest ion to the M i n ister of A g ri 
c u l t u re. A week  ago today, I asked a quest ion  in  t h i s  
House a s  to whether he was g o i n g  to cont i n u e  the  
program to supp ly  the p u m ps and  to assist the 
farmers that were in  need of the  use of these p u m ps 
a n d  my q uestio n  was to h i m ,  is that program g o i n g  to 
be cont i n ued .  H e  i ndicated to m e  that h e  wou l d  have 
a n  answer for m e  in the near fu ture.  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Agr icu l tu re.  

MR. U R U SKI: Yes, Mr .  S peaker,  that program i s  
g o i n g  to be cont i n ued .  There w i l l  be a c harge f o r  
t h e m ,  but  t h e  p u m ps a r e  be i n g  made ava i lab le  a s  they 
h ave been i n  the past and the program is be i n g  
cont i nued .  

M R .  HYDE:  M r. Speaker,  I wou l d  l i ke to ask  the M i n is
ter j ust what t h at c harge is goi n g  to be. I n  the prev ious  
adm i n istrat i o n ,  t ha t  serv ice was  made  ava i lab le  to  the  
farmers i n  need and  today we u n derstan d  f rom w h at 
he's tel l i n g  us that there is going to be a charge .  I 
wonder what that charge i s  goi ng to be. 

MR. U R USKI: M r. S peaker,  that c harge w i l l  be s i m i lar  
to  that i m posed i n  1 977,  1 978, and  1979 wi th  some 
i nf lat ion  factor added to i t .  I w i l l  g o  f rom memory ;  I ' m  
not absol u te ly sure ,  b u t  I bel i eve t h e  charges are 
somew here aro u n d  $200 to $225 per d u g o u t  as t h ey 
were i n  p rev ious years, Mr .  Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le  M e m ber  for  La 
Vere n d rye. 

MR. R OBERT (Bob) BANMAN (la Verendrye): T h a n k  
y o u ,  M r. S peaker .  I d i rect m y  quest ion to the  H o n o u r
ab le  Attorney-Genera l  and woul d  ask h i m  to i nform 
the House as to what steps the govern ment w i l l  be 
tak i n g  w i th  regards to the p rob lems that m u n i c i pa l i 
t ies are fac i n g  i n  co l lecti ng outstan d i ng accou nts 
related to ca l l s  they received for f i re ass istance o n  
p rov inc ia l  h i g h ways from R C M P ?  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Attorney-Genera l. 

H O N .  R O LAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): Yes, I w o u l d  
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l i ke to take that as not ice a n d  res p o n d  to my l earned 
fr iend opposite as soon as possi b le .  

MR.  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  for  
Lakes ide .  

MR.  E NNS:  M r. S peaker,  I note that M r. Richard 
K lasse n ,  the former Cha i rman  of the Man itoba A g ri 
cu l tural  C redit Corporat ion ,  and the  e n t i re board have 
been f i red or  released and replaced by new m embers. 
The new cha i rman ,  be i n g  a Leonard Harap iak ,  who I 
u n d erstan d  and  the M e m ber for Swan River  certai n l y  
apprec i ates i s  a f i n e  teacher ,  I bel i eve, a h i g h  school  
pr i n c i pa l  a lso a p retty good po l it i c ian whom the 
Member for Swan River ran against twice and defeated; 
my q u est ion to the H o n o u rable M i n ister was the  con
dit ion for the  other d i rectors a lso them h av i n g  a New 
Democrat i c  Party members h i p  card? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u rab l e  M i n i s ter  of 
Ag r icu l tu re. 

M R .  U R USKI: M r. S peaker ,  the new Board of D i rec
tors of the Man i toba Ar icu l tu ral C red it Corporat ion i s  
rep resentative o f  farm peop le  f r o m  a l l  over the  p rov
i nce and I be l i eve that p resent - ( I nterjectio n ) - wel l ,  
there is  s o m e  commentary about h i g h  school p ri nc i
pa ls  a n d  teachers and  farmers a n d  the l ike - I bel i eve 
that the credent ia ls  of the present board m atch any 
g ro u p  that i s  appoi nted by any government  in power. 
Certa i n ly ,  I am very p l eased to h ave been ab le  to h ave 
accepted for the new board the n u m be r  of people that 
have put  the i r  services forward a n d  I 'm s u re t h at t hey 
wi l l  be d o i n g  an excel lent  j ob fo r the  peop le  of 
Man i toba.  

MR. E N N S: M r. Speaker ,  I h ave n o  q u a rrel with t h at 
-it 's ,  I s u ppose, mem bers of the  fou rt h  estate t hat I ' m  
add ress i n g .  I t 's  o n l y  w h e n  Conservatives do t h i s  f ro m  
t ime  t o  t i m e  that we ta l k of patronage a n d  h i r i n g  of 
po l i t ica l  f r iends. My spec i f ic  q u est ion ,  M r. Speaker is ,  
are t here act ive farm m e m bers, peop le i nvolved in  the 
farm i n g  bus iness i nvolved o n  the  Board? 

MR. U R U SKI: M r. Speaker, every m e m be r  t h at is on 
t h e  Board i s  act ive in  farm i n g  whether  i t  be fis h i n g  
because there's a f i sherman o n  the  Board a s  well 
because of h i s  i nvo lvement in the fi s h i n g  i nd u st ry; 
and my knowledge of the m e m bers on  the Board,  t hey 
are a l l  act ive i n  farm i ng ;  i n c l u d i n g  the Cha i rman 
because i t ' s  been a l l u ded that t h e  Cha i rman is and 
has been a school  teacher. That i s  correct, but he's 
a lso act ive and  i s  n ow in f u l l t i m e  farm i n g  as h e's  
a l ways been  con nected w i th  the  farm i n g  i n dust ry i n  
h i s  area. 

MR. SPEAK ER:  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Art h u r. 

M R .  DOWNEY:  M r. Speaker ,  a long  the  same l i n es of 
q uest ion n i n g  as my co l league from Lakes ide ;  cou l d  
t h e  M i n ister conf i rm t h at o n e  M rs .  McDonald from 
D u n rea, M a n itoba; is she  act ively far m i n g  or is she the 
w ife of one of the C rop I ns u rance adj usters who work 
in  that part i cu lar com m u n ity? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r 

of Agr icu l tu re. 

MR. U R U SKI: M r. Speaker, she m ay be both. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Fort 
Garry .  

MR. SHERMAN:  M r. S peaker,  m y  q u est ion i s  to the 
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Hea l th .  I wou l d  l i ke to ask h i m  
whether  he  h a s  received a n y  response or rep ly  from 
h is genera l  l etter to the  med ica l  p rofess ion  of Apr i l  
1st? 

MR. SPEAKER :  The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Health. 

M R. D ESJARDINS: No ,  M r. Speaker ,  I d i d n ' t  expect 
any e i ther .  It was more i nformat ion  and the govern
m ent's pos i t ion  t h at I want to make s u re that they 
realized they u nderstood . 

M R. SHERMAN: Cou ld  the M i n ister advise the House, 
Mr. S peaker,  whether he has in respect to that l etter or 
any other aspect of c o m m u n i cat ions  in the p resent 
s ituat ion  received any com m u n i cat ion  from the Pres
ident  or the leaders h i p  of the M M A  s i nce l ast week? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. S peaker, there i s  q u ite a b i t  of  
n o ise f rom other peop l e  speak i n g ,  I hope I u nder
stood t h e  f i rst q uest i o n .  The l etter, or  the  answer that I 
gave was bel i ev i n g  that  t h e  q uest ion  was the  general  
letter that I wrote a l l  phys ic ians ,  yes. Now, I t h i n k  the 
m ember i s  ask i n g  any answer from the MMA Execu 
t i v e ?  N o ,  there h a s n ' t  b e e n  anyt h i n g  n ew a t  t h i s  t ime .  

MR.  SHE RMAN: M r. S peaker,  i s  the M i n i ster con
templat i n g  str i k i n g  a fee sched u l e  for 1982-83 a n d  
impl ement i n g  it? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: M r. S peaker ,  we' re look i n g  at the  
s ituat io n  h o p i n g  that n o body i s  pena l ized at  t h i s  t ime ;  
n o n e  of  the  doctors g iv ing  the i r  services,  n o r  the  peo
pl e t hat are rece iv i n g  h e l p  from the medica l  p rofes
s ion and I wou l d  i mag i ne that we s h o u l d  h ave a state
ment  fa ir ly soon of the next act i o n  of the govern ment .  

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber for Swan 
Rive r. 

M R .  D . M. ( D oug) G O URLAY (Swan R iver): M r .  
S peaker,  I wou l d  l i ke to ask the  M i n ister of M u n i c i pa l  
Affa i rs whether  o r  not  h e  has appo i nted a new M u n i c
i pal Board? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of M u n ic i
pal Affai rs. 

HON. A.R.  (Pete) ADAM (Ste. Rose): M r. Speaker, 
there has been s o m e  mem bers appo i nted to the 
Board and there w i l l  be f u rther  appoi ntments i n  due 
cou rse. 

MR . GOURLAY: I wonder  if t h e  M i n i ster cou ld  advise 
the House as to the names of the  new members that 
have been appoi nted to the board . 

MR . ADAM: I don 't rem e m be r  a l l  t h e  names,  M r. 
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Speaker. I can get a l l  the n ames that h ave been 
appoi nted u p  to th is point in t ime and make them 
ava i lab le  to the member. There's an O/C, M r. Speaker ,  
that has been passed so i t 's  p u b l i c  i n format ion. 

MR.  G O U R LAY: Yes, M r. S peaker ,  I wonder  if the 
M i n ister cou ld advise the House whether th is  Order
i n-Counc i l  has been f i led at t h i s  t ime? 

MR. ADAM: I t  has been passed by the Cab inet ,  M r. 
Speaker, for those mem bers that have been appoi nted 
but  whether i t 's  been f i l ed ,  I 'm n ot s u re. I can check 
that out .  

MR.  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for  St. 
Norbert. 

M R .  MERCIER:  M r. S peaker ,  my q u est ion  i s  to the  
H o n o u ra b l e  Attorney- G e n e ra l .  I wonder  i f  the  
Attorney-General cou l d  i n d i cate whether  h e  s u pports 
the pos i t ion of a Sen ior  Crown Attorney who h as 
recom mended to a Bar Assoc iat ion meet i n g  that per
sons conv icted of i m pa i red d r i v i n g  for the  second 
t i m e  shou ld  be g iven the m ax i m u m  pena l ty of 14  days 
in ja i l .  

M R .  PENNER: M r. S peaker ,  I a m  t ry i n g  very hard a s  a 
matter of po l icy n ot to,  i n  any way, make it appear that 
i n  my pos i t ion  w h i c h  is essent ia l l y  a po l i t ica l  pos i t ion ,  
I 'm  i nterfer i n g  w i th  the j u d i c ia ry. I t h i nk  the  j u d ic ia ry 
has to ,  w i th i n  t h e  conf i nes of the  law,  as it is p resent ly  
enacted , wh ich i s  federal l aw a n d  wi th i n  the genera l  
g u i d e l i nes la id  down by t h e  C o u rt of A p peal , exerc ise 
i ts f u n ct ion .  I f  on appeal - a n d  the Crown d oes 
appea l ,  the C o u rt of A p peal  w ishes to issue any 
statements as to p ri n c i p l es of sentenc i n g  i n  such 
cases , I t h i n k  that i s  p re-e m i nent ly  a q u est i o n  for the 
C o u rt of Appea l .  H owever, there i s  someth i n g  wh ich 
can be d o n e  and  perhaps ought  to be done  t h ro u g h  
o u r  department .  A s  the H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  f o r  St .  
Norbert k n ows, i nstruct ions were issued by h i mself  
when he was the Attorney-Genera l  as to those c i r
c u mstances w h i c h  o u g ht to perta i n  when someone 
who has been charged for the second t ime when the 
charge s h o u l d  be l a i d  tec h n ica l l y  as a secon d  c harge,  
which wou l d  then attract the poss i b i l i ty of the j a i l  
sentence. 

The p resent pos i t ion w h i c h  was a n n o u nced by the  
prev ious  Attorney-Genera l ,  I th ink ,  i n  1 980 is  c u r
rent ly u n der  rev i ew by the department and it may be 
that after review i n g  it we w i l l  dec ide to i ssue i n st ruc
t ions  to Crown Attorneys that secon d  charges or a 
c harge s h o u l d  be l a i d  as a seco n d  offence s h o u l d  be 
made somewhat more read i l y  than has p resent ly  been 
the case. So the po l icy that was the po l icy  of the 
former Attorney-G enera l  i s  u n d e r  rev iew and I ' m  say
i n g  that not cr i t ica l ly ,  but as the former Attorney
Genera l  k n ows we m ust a lways rev iew these t h i ngs  i n  
t h e  l i g ht o f  t h e  i nc i dence o f  a part i c u l a r  cr i m e  a n d  I 
ex pect to have a pos i t ion on that very short ly. 

M R .  S PEA K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
E m e rson .  

M R .  ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson):  M r. $peaker,  to  
the M i n i ster of  Agr icu l tu re ,  cou l d  the M i n ister i n d i -

cate whether  there has been a n y  changes i n  the  Farm
lands P rotecti o n  Board to this date and i f  so,  who has 
been replaced? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Agr icu l t u re. 

MR.  U R U SKI: No, M r. S peaker. 

MR. D R I ED G E R :. To the same M i n ister, I a m  n ot q u ite 
s u re w h at h e  said n o  to ,  whether he was g o i n g  to 
answer the q uest ion  as open govern ment does,  or  
whether  there have been  any changes tak i n g  p lace. 
Have any  changes taken p l ace on the Farm lands  Pro
tect i o n  Board? 

MR. U R USKI :  No,  M r. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The H o n o u rable Mem ber for Swan 
R iver. 

M R .  G O U R LAY: M r. Speaker,  I ' d  l ike to ask the M i n i s
ter  of N o rthern  Affa i rs w hether a new N orthern  
Deve lopment  A g reement has been s i g ned by the 
Federal Government  yet? 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rable M i n i ster of N o rth
ern Affai rs. 

HON.  JAY COWAN (Churchill): At t h i s  t i m e  I can 
i n d i cate to the m e m ber that we have not yet  reached 
conc lus ion  of our  negot iat ions with the Federal 
G overn ment .  As I i n d i cated to h i m  earl ier ,  we are at 
the stage w here I bel ieve i t  is appropr iate that the two 
M i n i sters i nvolved i n i t iate d i scuss ions ,  the staff hav
i n g  carr ied forward as m u c h  as they can u nder  the  
c i rc u m stances.  I have asked the Honourab le  Herb  
G ray for a meet i n g  t h i s  week  when I w i l l  be i n  Ottawa. 
I f  in fact h e  does m eet with m e  at that t ime ,  I s h o u l d  be 
able to report back with more deta i l  next week. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
E merson .  

M R .  D R I E D G E R :  M r. Speaker ,  I have a l i tt le prob lem 
h e re.  I don ' t  k now whether  i t 's  a po int  of persona l  
pr iv i lege or not ,  but  u nder an O rder- i n-Co u n c i l  passed 
M a rch  3 1 ,  1 982 , O rder- i n-Co u n c i l  No. 356 i n d icates 
t h at c h anges have been made u nder  the Man itoba 
A g r i c u l t u ra l  L a n d s  P rotect i o n  Board and new 
mem bers have been  appo i n ted. - ( l nterject ion) 
T h e  M i n i ster has j ust i n d i cated that there have been 
n o  changes and accord i n g  to the O rder- i n-Co u n c i l ,  
that I j ust i n d i cated,  the Board has been changed. 
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M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  of  
Agr icu l tu re .  

MR. U R USKI :  M r. S peaker, I took the honourab le  
m e m ber's secon d  q u est i o n  to ask about  the Farm 
Mach i nery Board , and  I sa id  "no . "  I f  the mem ber 
ta l ked about the Farm lands Protect ion Board,  that's 
another quest ion ,  M r. Speaker, and I apolog ize i f  that 
was the q u est ion. I d i d n't get it that way, I took it as the 
Farm M a c h i nery Board and  t hat's why I answered 
"no" twice. If he asked the q u est ion about the Farm-
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lands Protect ion  Board,  absol ute ly ,  Mr .  Speaker,  
there's been a change i n  that board . 

M R .  D R I E D G E R :  M r. S peaker,  I have a l i tt le prob lem 
with that because twice I made reference to the Farm
lands Protect ion  Board.  I f  the M i n ister has had a l i tt le 
prob lem heari n g  i t ,  that's f ine . . .  

MR.  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for E mer
son may p roceed . 

M R .  DRIEDGER:  M r. S peaker, not to be repet i t ious, I 
wonder if then my f i rst q u est ion ,  u n der  the ru les of the 
House I don ' t  want to be repet i t ious ,  but  I wonder  i f  
the M i n ister cou l d  now then answer the  q uest i o n  the  
way I had asked i t  the f i rst t ime  - i f  there h ave been 
c h a n g es and then who h as been rep laced, i f  there 
have been changes ,  u nder The Farmlands Protect i o n  
Act? 

M R .  U R USKI :  M r. S peaker,  the ent i re board has been 
changed u nder the Farm lands Protect Board.  

MR. DRIEDGER:  To the M i n ister of Agr icu l t u re t hen, 
h as the who le  p revi o us board then been f i red , is that 
what he's i n d i cat i n g? 

M R .  URUSKI :  Mr.  S peaker,  I s h o u l d  tel l the honour
able m e m be r  I h ave to say that w h i l e  I 've been apolog
iz i ng, I cou l d n 't hear h is q u esti o n  because of the chat
ter i n g  from the m e m be rs of h is own s ide  of the  House. 
To tel l  the h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  spec i f ica l ly ,  M r. 
Speaker,  we have than ked a l l  the mem bers who h ave 
served on  the boards for many years in terms of the i r  
serv ice to the Prov i n ce of Man itoba and  the i r  appoi nt
ments are at the p leasu re of the L ieutenant-Governor
in-Co u n c i l .  M r. Speaker, we are mak i n g  those changes 
as the t imes exp i re and/or we dec ide  that t here s h o u l d  
be changes made.  

M R .  DRIEDGER:  J ust once more, Mr .  S peaker, the 
M i n ister then is conf i r m i n g  that the  who le  p rev ious 
board h as then been f i red, is that r ight? 

MR.  URUSKI :  M r. S peaker, no board mem ber, n o  
board appo in tments that the  appointments a r e  made 
by the L ieutenant-Governor  are f i red .  They are at  the 
p leasu re of the L ieutenant-Governor- i n-Cou n c i l  and ,  
Mr .  Speaker, they have been  rep laced by other 
members.  

MR.  SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m ber for N i akwa. 

MR. ABE KOVNATS (Nlakwa) :  T h a n k  you, M r . 
Speaker.  I 've l istened w i th  g reat i nterest to the Hon
o u rab le  M i n ister of A g r i c u l t u re and  I wou l d  l i ke to 
d i rect a q uest i o n  to the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Agr i 
c u l t u re concern i n g  the beef  i n come secu rity p lan  and 
the Beef Market i n g  Board , w h i c h  is be ing  l ooked at to 
be i n g  set u p .  The  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister has advised 
that he has been check i n g  and look i n g  i nto the advice 
of producers in Prov i n ce of Man itoba in sett i n g  u p  t h is 
Beef I ncome Ass u ra n ce P lan  and  Beef M arket i n g  
Board.  Can the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister advise whether 
i n  fact h e  has c h ecked with any of the  cons u mers, of 
wh ich  t here are m o re t h a n  1 m i l l i o n  in the Prov i nce of 
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Man itoba, on th is Beef I ncome Ass u rance P lan? 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n is t e r  o f  
Agr icu l ture .  

M R .  URUSKI :  M r. S peaker, see ing  as the m arket
p lace has n ot retu rned producers an adeq uate retu r n  
f o r  t h e i r  produce, t h is p rog ram i n  the marketp lace 
has n 't worked to the benefit  of producers: obv ious ly 
t h is ass istance w i l l  be a d i rect ass istance to consu
mers in  terms of m a k i n g  s u re that there w i l l  be ade
q u ate s u p p l i es of beef i n  the Prov ince of Man itoba 
and  that  we hope that t h is w i l l  enhance the  s l a u g hter
i n g  capacity i n  the Prov i nce of Man itoba to make s u re 
that the pack i n g  houses i n  the prov ince h ave ade
q u ate s u p p l ies of beef and the pack i n g  i n d ustry stays 
v iab le  wi th i n  t h is p rovi nce.  

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  Mem ber for Swan 
R iver. 

M R .  G O U R LAY: I 'd l i ke to d i rect a q u est i o n  to the  
M i n ister of the  E n v i ron ment, and ask whether  the 
M i n ister can advise the House as to the prob lem wi th  
the odor in  the  C h a m ber  and whether i t  wou l d  be 
harmfu l to the mem bers and spectators in the  g a l lery? 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le M i n ister of N o rth
ern Affai rs .  

M R .  COWAN:  S peak i n g  as  the M i n ister not o n l y  
respons i b l e  f o r  the  Env i ro n mental  Management D i v i 
s i o n  but  a s  t h e  M i n ister respons ib le  f o r  Work p l ace 
Safety and H eal th ,  I can ass u re the M e m be r  for Swan 
R iver that those comp la i nts have been broug ht to my 
attent ion  today, and  in  some deta i l  from mem bers on  
t h is s i d e  of t h e  H o use.  I welcome h is commen ts as 
wel l .  

I f u l l y  ant ic i pate contact i n g  t h e  staff o f  t h e  Work
p lace Safety and Health D iv is i o n ,  M r. S peaker.  I 
i nform you of t h is act ion  i n  t h is way to ask them to 
i n q u i re as to what poss i bl e  and potent ia l  problems 
c o u l d  ar ise as a res u lt of the vapou rs and the f u mes 
w h i c h  are obv ious ly  be i n g  em i tted by work w h i c h  I 
be l ieve is bei n g  done to repa i r  the roof of the Leg is la
t u re .  Hav i n g  done so, I w i l l  as k h i m  i f  t here is any 
cause for  any of us in  t h is room to exercise our  r ight  to 
refuse to work under  what we bel i eve to be u nsafe and 
u n healthy cond i t ions .  

M R .  G O U R LAY: I wonder  i f  the M i n ister cou ld  te l l  us 
h ow m u c h  longer  t h is s i tuat ion  w i l l  p reva i l  here. 

MR. COWAN: T h at br ings us to the secon d  r ight i n  
t h e  tool  box o f  workers as they attempt t o  b u i l d  safer 
a n d  hea l th ier  workp laces as we obviously a re t ry ing  
to d o  h e re today, a n d  that i s  the r ight  to k now, and I 
w i l l  make i n q u i r ies to the  appropriate M i n isters as the 
opport u n ity p resents i tself  i n  order  to determ i n e  i f  in  
fact  the  work wh ich is ongo ing at  the present t i m e wi l l  
b e  cont i n u i ng for some t i m e  a n d  t o  t ry t o  der ive from 
h i m  a sched u l e  so that we can make our act ions 
accord i ng ly .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for M orris. 
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M R .  CLAYTON MANNESS ( Morris): Thank you ,  M r. 
Speaker, I have a quest ic;m for the M i nister of Trans
portat i o n .  Last week ,  the M i n ister i n d i cated in q ues
t i o n i n g  that at the req uest of off ic ia ls ,  the govern ment  
wou l d  be avai lab le  to meet i n g s  on  the C row rate 
issue ,  and  th i s  wou ld  be i n  t h e  rura l  a reas ,  in o rder  to 
make the p resent govern ment  v iews on  the m atter 
known .  Ca n the M i n ister d i sc lose the names of the 
peop le  e i ther in his depart ment  o r  the Department  of 
Ag ricultu re who would be  made ava i lab le  to g o  to 
these meet ings  i f  they were ca l led upon? 

M R .  USKIW: I be l ieve the House Leader i ntends to 
make an  a n n o u n cement w i th  respect to a p resenta
t ion  to the mem bers of t h e  Assem b l y  out i n  R o o m  254 
and  that t i m e ,  of course, m e m bers w i l l  become m ore 
k nowledgeab l e  as to who i s  i n vo lved and w i l l  i ndeed,  
i f  they h ave some suggest i o n s  as to who s h o u l d  be 
i n volved beyon d  that g r o u p .  I ' m  w i l l i n g  to take that 
advice,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. MAN NESS: T h a n k  y o u .  I nc l u ded in that g roup  is 
the name of M r. B i l l  Janssen .  Is h e  i n c l uded as one of 
these peop le? 

MR .  USKIW: M r. Speaker ,  the  person i n  q uest ion  i s  
not s o l e l y  p reoccupied w i th  that part i cu la r  area o f  
respons i b i l i ty. a l t h o u g h  he h as p layed a co-ord i nat i n g  
role .  I t 's essent ia l ly  J o h n  R ae·s department o r  branch 
that is  headi n g  the tec h n i ca l  advisory g ro u p .  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of M u n ic i 
pal  Affa i rs .  

M R .  A D A M :  Thank  y o u ,  M r. S peaker.  The M e m ber  for 
Swan R iver asked a q uest i o n  a w h i le ago in regard to 
the appo in tments to the M u n ic i pa l  Board, I w o u l d  l ike  
to advise the  House that  w h at we h ave done i s  t r ied to 
a ppoi n t  peopl e  to the M u n i c ipal  Board from the "d if
ferent reg ions  in the p rov i n ce ,  and we h ave six 
appoi ntees up to this po i nt in t i m e .  I can now p rov ide 
the hono u rable member  w i th  the names w h o  have 
been appo i nted - one M r. G u n nar  He lgason from 
R iverton ,  Mr .  Ray H oward fro m B i rt le ,  Everett Leader 
from Portage la  Pra i r ie ,  Jen n i e  Keenan from the  C ity 
of W i n n i peg ,  Mayor Serfaty of the C ity of Brandon 
and Roger S m ith  of the V i l lage of Ste .  Anne .  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  Order p lease. The t i m e  for O ra l  
Q uest ions  h as exp i red . 

The Honou rab le  M e m ber for M i n nedosa. 

MR. DAV I D  R .  (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa):  Yes, M r. 
S peaker. I wou l d  l i ke leave of the  H ouse a n d  your  
perm iss ion  to make an  a n n o u n cement of a non
pol i t ica l  nat u re. 

MR. SPEAKER:  Does the m e m ber  have leave? 
The H o n o u rab le  Member  for M i n nedosa. 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENT 

MR.  BLAKE: We were p leased agai n ,  M r. Speaker,  to 
h ost a M i d get Hockey Tou rnament i n  M i n nedosa. 
Due to the  fact that they h ave art i f i c ia l  ice there ,  the  
Wes man reg i o n  and  Ham i ota were  the actual  hosts of  

the p rog ram ,  but  d u e  to los i ng  the i r  i ce ,  t hey m oved 
the tournament to M i n nedosa.  We were t reated to 
some excel lent  h ockey by teams from Dau p h i n ,  two 
teams from W i n n i peg ,  B ra n d o n ,  and represent i n g  the 
Tier I M i dgets of the prov i n ce.  The h ard-fought  
Round Rob in  Tournmant ,  M r. Speaker, was won by 
t h e  St .  B o n i face Sa in ts and  that team by w i n n i ng 
secu red the Air Canada Cu p for the i r  c l u b  and  wi l l  
m ove on n ext weekend t o  Victor ia ,  Br i t ish  Co l u m bi a  
t o  p l ay i n  the  R i g ley Tournament  f o r  that part i c u lar  
c u p .  

I had  the  opport u n ity to v is i t  w i t h  the i r  coaches and  
management person n e l  and  they're very des irous ,  M r. 
S peaker ,  of obtai n i n g  some Man itoba crest p i n s  to 
take with them on that part icu la r  tou rnament .  My 
supp ly  i s  a wee b i t  short at the  moment ,  and  I sug
gested that I wou l d  speak to the i r  member  and  the  
M i n i ster of F i tness and Recreation  and see  i f  we cou ld  
secu re enough p i n s  for them to take  with t h e m .  But  
I 'm  s u re a l l  mem bers of t h e  House wou l d  l i ke to con
g ratu l ate the coaches, the managers and the p layers 
themselves on b ri n g i n g  th i s  g lory to the i r  c l u b  and 
represent ing Man itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M i n ister of Heal th .  

MR. DESJARD INS:  M r. Speaker ,  I have no  problem 
j o i n i n g  w i th  the  h o n o u rab le  f r iend i n  congrat u l at i n g  
t h ese p layers who w o n  the  M a n itoba C h a m p i o n s h i p .  
There w i l l  be an awf u l  lot of p ress u re on  m e  to make 
s u re that they get  the p i n s  because one of the  p l ayers 
is my g randso n ,  but  I want to ass u re the House that 
they w i l l  n ot be t reated any d i fferent ly  than  any  other .  
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MR . S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Ed u cat ion .  

TABLING O F  REPORTS 

MRS.  HEMPHILL: M r. Speaker,  by leave of the  H ouse,  
I wou l d  l i ke to tab le a memora n d u m  I sent to al l  school 
board cha i rpersons today. 

MR. SPEAKER:  Does the Honourab le  M i n ister have 
that l eave of the House? (Ag reed) . 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

ORDERS FOR RETURN 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The f i rst one is sta n d i n g  i n  the  n a m e  
of the  H o n o u rab le  Mem ber f o r  T u rt le  M o u nta i n .  D oes 
i t  stan d? (Stands) 

ORDER FOR RETURN - NO. 2 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The secon d  one stands i n  the  n a m e  
of the Honourab le  Member  f o r  S t .  Norbert. 

M R .  MERCIER:  M r. S peaker,  I move, seconded by t h e  
Honourab le  M e m ber f o r  Fort Garry, that an O rder  o f  
the  H o u s e  do i s s u e  a return  of the fo l low ing  i nforma
t ion  as l ist i n g  by or ig ina l  department and agency of a l l  
transfers of staff s i n ce Nove m ber 30, 1981, a n d  
showing: 

(1) name;  
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(2) pos i t ion  or t i t le, c lass i f i cat i o n  and  a n n u a l  sa lary 
pr ior  to and after transfer; 

(3) department transferred to;  and  
(4) reason for the transfer. 

M R. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Government House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: J ust before I respond, for c lar i f i cat ion  
on ly, and t h is i nvolves the  next  coup le  of retu rns as 
wel l ,  when the return  asks for the i nformat ion  s i nce 
N ovember 30, 1981, am I to u nderstand that i t 's f rom 
Nove m ber  30, 1981, to the d ate of the req u est? 
There's no term i n at ion  d ate here .  I wou l d  l i ke to know 
t h at because I 've not iced that Orders for Return  of t h is 
k i n d  h ave a te rm i n at i o n  date .  T h ey c a n ' t  be  
open-ended . 

M R. MERC IER: M r. S peaker, i t 's u p  to the date t h is is · 

accepted . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Government  H o use 
Leader.  

M R. PENNER: Accept the order.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

ORDER FOR RETURN - NO. 3 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Mem ber for St .  
N orbert .  

MR. MERCI ER: M r. Speaker, I m ove, seconded by the 
Honourab le  Member  for Lakes ide, that an O rder  of 
the H o use d o  iss u e  a ret u r n  of the fo l l ow i n g  
i n format ion: 

For  each department  and agency - the name, posi
t ion, c lass i f i cat i on, a n n ua l  sa lary a n d  qua l i f icat i o n  of 
each person h i red s i nce N ovember 30, 1981, and a lso 
showi n g: 

1) How that person was appo i nted, i .e . ,  Order- i n
Counc i l, contract, term ; 

2) I f  a c i v i l  service com pet i t ion  was he ld, a n d  i f  so 
what the com pet i t ion n u m ber was;  and 

3) I f  the person was a c i v i l  servan t  and what pos i t ion  
and salary d i d  that person p rev ious ly  ho ld? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Government H o use 
Leader. 

MR. PENN ER: Yes o n  the same u n dersta n d i ng,  
accept. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

ORDER FOR RETURN - NO. 4 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for St .  
Norbert . 

MR. MERCI ER: Mr .  Speaker, I m ove, seconded by the  
Honourab le  M e m ber  for Pem b i n a, that an Order of  
t h e  H o use d o  iss u e  a ret u r n  of the  fo l l o w i n g  
i n fo rmat ion: 

The n u m ber  of permanent, term, contract and  other 

e m p loyees, and  the  tota l  n u m ber  in  each department 
and agency as at: 

1) November 30, 1981; and 
2)  The d ate t h is order  is  accepted.  

MR. PENNER: Accept. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

ORDER FOR RETURN - NO. 5 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Member  for St. 
Norbert .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, I m ove, seconded by the 
H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for Tuxedo, that an  O rder  of the  
H o us e  do iss u e  f o r  a ret u rn of  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  
i nformat i o n: 

For  each department and  agency a l ist of a l l  per
sons whose e m p l oyment ceased s i nce Nove m ber  30, 
1981, and also showing for each person: 

1) Name and address; 
2) Post i o n  or t i t le, c l ass i f i cat i o n  and a n n u a l  sala ry ;  
3)  E m p l oyment status, i .e . ,  permanent  c i v i l  servant, 

term emp loyee, contract emp loyee; and 
4) N at u re of term i nat i o n  a n d  in  the  event  of d is

c harge, the cause for term i nat i o n .  

MR. PENNER: O n  the s a m e  cond i t ion, accept. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

ORDER FOR RETURN - NO. 6 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Lakes ide .  

MR. ENNS:  M r. S peaker, I m ove, seconded by t h e  
H o n o u rab le  Mem ber f o r  S t .  Norbert, that a n  Order  o f  
the  H o use d o  issue  for a ret u r n  of the  fo l l o w i n g  
i nformat ion: 

A l ist of a l l  i n s u rance contracts or p o l i c i es p u r
c h ased by the  Prov i nce of M a n itoba d u r i n g  1981-
1982, in a l l  department and agencies showing  for 
each contract or  po l icy: 

a) D e p a rt m e n t  o r  a g e n c y  p u rc h as i n g  t h e  
i ns u rance;  

b) What is the i ns u rance for? 
c) A n n u a l  cost of the  p o l i cy or t h e  cost for the  

term i nvolved i n  the po l i cy ;  
d) The  name and add ress of the agency o r  broker ;  
e) The  name and address of the i ns u ra n ce 

company;  
f )  Exp i ry date of the c urrent pol i cy or  contract .  

MR. P E N NER: Yes, a q u est i o n  to the  h o n o u rab le  
mem ber.  I 'm  not  q u ite s u re what  i s  meant  d u ri n g  
1981-1982. I s  that f iscal '81'-82? 

MR. ENNS:  Mr.  S peaker, I ' m  referr i n g  to t h e  f isca l  
year '81'-82. 

MR. P E N NER: On that u n de rstand i ng, accept.  

M OTI O N  presented and carried. 
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MR. SPEAKER :  The H o n o u rab le  G overment H ouse 
Leader. 

M R .  P E N N E R :  Y e s ,  M r. S p e a k e r ,  I m o v e ,  
seconded . . . 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable Mem ber for  St. 
Norbert. 

MR. MER C I E R :  Yes, I wonder  if I m i g ht j ust ask the  
Government  House Leader a q uest i o n ?  Wou l d  he 
i n d i cate when he expects to ca l l  the government  reso
l ut ion on the Crow rate th i s  week? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Govern ment  H o u se 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: Yes, I 've been d i scuss i n g  th i s  q uest ion  
w i t h  t h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s ter  of  H i g h ways a n d  
Transport ,  a n d  i f  w e  cou l d ,  b y  agreement ,  waive the 
Pr ivate Mem bers' H o u r  o n  Wed nesday for the tec h n i
cal  br ief i n g ,  we'd be prepared to cal l it on T h u rsday,  i f  
that's satisfactory t o  . . . 

MR. MERCIER:  I ' l l  advise the Govern ment House 
Leader later. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of G ov
ern ment Services. 

MR. USKIW:  Yes, before t h e  H ouse Leader m oves to 
c o m m i ttee ,  I w o u l d  l i ke t o  t a b l e  t h e  H i g h ways 
Department Construct ion  Prog ram s i n ce i t  i s  go i n g  to 
be in the other comm ittee. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Govern ment  H o use 
Leader. 

MR. PEN N E R :  Yes, M r. S peaker ,  I 've advised t he Act
ing Opposit ion House Leader  that i t  wou l d  be o u r  
p roposal  t o  go ahead w i t h  Pr ivate Mem bers' H o u r  
today to see i f  w e  c a n  d i s pose o f  t h e  Reso lu t ion  stand
i n g  i n  t h e  n a m e  of  M r. F i l m o n ,  a nd w i t h  t h a t  
a n n o u ncement I w o u l d  l i ke to m ove, secon ded by t h e  
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister o f  N at u ral Resou rces, that M r. 
S peaker do now leave the  C h a i r  and  t h e  H o u se 
resolve itself i nto a C o m m ittee to cons ider  of the  
S upply to be g ra nted to Her  M ajesty. 

M O T ION p resented and carried a n d  t h e  H o u s e  
resolved itself  i nto a C o m m ittee to c o n s i d e r  of the  
S u pp ly  to be g ranted to H e r  M ajesty w i th  the  H o n o u r
ab le  M e m ber for F l iri F l o n  i n  the  Chai r  for the Depart
ment of Agr icu l tu re and the H o n o u rable Member for 
The Pas in the C h a i r  for the Department  of H i g h ways. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY -HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

ACT I N G  C H A I R MA N ,  Mr.  R eeves {Clerk of the 
House): Gent lemen ,  s i nce the  Cha irman of th i s  sec
t ion of the com m i ttee is ,  sha l l  we say, tem porar i ly  
i nd isposed, w e  wi l l  req u i re a temporary C{ha i rman. 

Mr. Penner. 

MR. P E N N E R :  I n o m i nate Gerard Lecuyer to act as 
Act i n g  Tem porary Cha i rman ,  w h ichever you p refer . 

ACTI NG CHAIRMAN: M r. Lecuyer,  wou l d  you p lease 
take the C h a i r? 

MR. D EPUTY CHAI R MAN, Gerard Lecuyer {Radls
son): T h is committee will come to order.  At t h i s  t i m e  
we w i l l  start w i th  the  Estimates f o r  H i g h ways a n d  
Transportat ion. 

M r. M i n ister. 

H O N .  SAMUE L  USKIW {Lac Du Bonnet): M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  f i rst of a l l ,  I want to t h a n k  everyone for  the i r  
pat ience .  We d i d  lose  t rack  of o u r  Cha i rman a n d  have 
yet to deter m i n e  h i s  whereabouts and I apprec i ate the 
fact  t h at mem bers here perhaps m ay want to get on  
w i th  the bus iness of the b u i l d i n g  of h i g hways. 

I w o u l d  l i ke to beg i n  by s i m ply  po in t i n g  out  that the 
g overn ment  h av i n g  been e lected so l ate in  the  year 
and i ndeed n ot sworn in  u n t i l  Decem ber  of th is  year, 
t hat i t  was somewhat awkward for me as M i n ister to 
enab le  me to receive al l  the br iefs from var ious people 
t h ro u g hout  the  p rov i n ce that wou l d  be norma l ly  the 
case .  The p rog ra m m i ng of the whole govern ment ,  
i ndeed the T reasu ry Board operat ions were such t hat 
we had to set many t h ings aside in order to get the 
Leg is latu re convened and therefore a lot of the  
requ ests for m eet i ngs  that came f rom m u n ic i pa l i t ies 
a n d  var ious i n terest g ro u ps t h roug hout  Man itoba had 
to be de layed a n d  in  fact  some of them h ave yet  to 
appear before m e  to the extent that they have n ot yet 
been able to present t h e i r  v iews to me o r  to my 
department. 

I wou l d  s u p pose one wou l d  have to ass u m e  from 
t h at t hese Est i m ates w i l l  n ot ref lect that i n put and I 
t h i n k  t h at is somet h i n g  that is at t h i s  po in t  u n avo ida
b le .  There were j ust not e n o u g h  d ays to receive a l l  of 
the de legat ions  that wanted to be heard. That process 
i s  o n g o i n g  h owever. I don't look at the H i g h ways 
Department as a one-year shot in any event  and it's 
my hope that before the cu rrent year is out that we w i l l  
h ave had an opport u n ity t o  meet w i t h  a l l  g ro u ps w h o  
h ave somet h i n g  t o  offer b y  way o f  suggest ions  and  
recom mendat ions wi th  respect to the Department  of  
H ighways whether i t  be  i t s  general program or whether 
i t  be the construct ion end. 

You w i l l  n ot i ce that i n  the f i rst page of o u r  Est i mates 
that we have a l located j ust u nder $200 m i l l i on ,  $195.7 
m i l l i o n  i n  t h i s  year's prog ram. That's not qu ite accu
rate as a com parison to last year's program in that 
there's another  coup le  of m i l l i o n  i n  an enab l i n g  vote 
w h i c h  wou l d  rea l l y  br i n g  i t  up to 197, but the arran
gements are d i fferent th is year as I u n derstan d  i t  v is
a-v i s  t he Northern Affa i rs sect ion ,  so there is that 
s l i g h t  d i fference i n  the p resentation. O n  an equal  
p resentat ion  basis ,  the f ig u re wou l d  be 197.9, so 
t here's a d i fference of 2.160 that w i l l  show up 
elsewhere. 
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You w i l l  not ice $100 m i l l i on  is the f i g u re for con
st ruct ion  and  the  other  large f ig u re,  of cou rse, i s  $49 
m i l l i o n  i n  the H i g hways and A i rports Ma i ntenance 
P rog ram. That's a n  area where costs are i n c reas i n g  at 
a very rap i d  rate because of the  fact that i t 's an  
energy-related area and  so is construct ion for that 
matter. $100 m i l l i o n  aga inst $84 m i l l i on probably 
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won't  b u i l d  us any more roads t h a n  we b u i l t  last year 
for m o re d o l l ars in other words; so that in essence,  
i n f lat ion i s  hav i n g  its i m pact on  the  tota l i ty of the road 
p rog ram m i ng ,  both in the m a i ntenance area and i n  
new construct ion. 

I bel ieve i n  the ma i ntenance area we have covered 
off for the f u l l  effect of i nf la t ion. I don 't be l ieve that we 
have a l l owed ou rselves room for an i m p roved p ro
g ra m ;  at l east I ' m  not aware of i t. There m ay be s l i g h t  
i m p rovement i n  d i fferent areas, but  b y  and large i t ' s  a 
f i g u re t h at represents t h e  i n c reas i n g  costs of 
operat i n g. 

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I h ave tr ied to pu t  together a con
struct ion  package that responds to the best  i n terests 
of the peop le  of M a n i toba and I k now t h at i s  a lways 
s u bj ect to i nterpretat i on. I t  i s  i ndeed the k i n d  of 
department  that i s  su bjected to a tremendous  a m o u n t  
o f  p ressu re f r o m  various g roups f o r  part i c u l a r  h i g h
way p rojects and  it 's a lways an area of d iscret i o n  
when one  decides to go or  not to go w i th  a part ic u l a r  
p roposa l ,  s o  i t  i s  somewhat a po l i t i ca l  department  i n  
that sense that one has to i nterface, n ot o n l y  w i t h  
members o f  the  Leg is lat u re but  w i th  m u n ic i pa l  c o u n 
c i ls a n d  various  organ izat ions  and  try to respond a n d  
yet, a t  the  s a m e  t ime ,  m a i n t a i n  a d i rect i o n  w i t h  
respect to where h i g hways want to be i n  the  long-term.  

One of the  areas that I hope to exa m i n e  i n  the  next 
year or  over th is f isca l  year i s  perhaps a s l i g h t  c h a n g e  
- I ' m  n ot s u re how m u c h  o f  a change  - - i n  sort o f  
g ivi n g  p referent ia l  treatment  to  req uests f o r  new 
roads or  road reconstruct ion o r  h i g hway reconstruc
t ion. I t 's  on ly my own part i cu la r  not ion at the m o ment ,  
but  I t h i n k  we h ave to exa m i ne i t  in  any event a n d  that 
is t h at s i n ce the  d o l lars that we have for h i g hway 
program m i n g  are a lways l i m i ted , we do have to then  
make c h o i ces. We h ave to approve some p rojects and  
n ot approve oth e rs that we w i l l  h ave to g ive some 
cons iderat ion to ,  i n  part i cu la r  i n  rura l  M a n itoba as i t  
relates to ag r i c u l t u re and,  of cou rse , as i t  relates to the 
resou rce i n d ustr ies ,  we may h ave to pay a g reat deal  
more attent ion  to tonnage movements as o pposed to 
j ust t raff i c  m ovements in terms of u pg rad i ng or 
rebu i l d i n g  a road system. 

That 's sort of m y  bent at the m o m ent and I do say 
that I haven't conc luded on  that part i cu la r  o p i n i o n ,  
b u t  i t's the d i rect ion  that I t h i n k  i s  somewhat obv ious ,  
g iven t h e  fact  that we've had a n u m be r  of ra i l  l i n es 
abandoned throughout  the prov i nce over the years 
and g i ven the fact that there may be others a n d  t h at 
the e m p h as is  of movement of goods i n  the  rura l  a reas 
has s h i fted q u i te a bit to the larger  t rucks on  c o u n try 
roads. We w i l l  h ave to take a very in depth approach i n  
that one ,  I be l i eve,  i n  order t o  come u p  w i th  a t raff ic  
system or  a h ig h way system that wi l l  be ab le  to 
respond to those needs. That 's sort of the  e m p h as i s  
that I wou l d  w a n t  to p lace on  where w e  a r e  g o i n g  w i th  
respect to h i g h ways i nto the fu ture. 

The demands  i n  the  i m med i ate area arou n d  W i n 
n i peg,  o f  cou rse, a re p h e n o m e n a l ,  t o  say the  l east,  i n  
terms of d o l lars that a r e  req u i red to respond to t hose 
demand s. There i s  a leg i t i mate a rg u ment  to be made 
for  a fa i r  amount  of fou r- lan i ng o n  a n u m ber  of h i g h
ways l ead i n g  i nto the C i ty of Wi n n i peg or out  from the  
C i ty  of W i n n i peg and those a re i ndeed ex pens ive 
m i l es that  have to b u i l t. I t h i n k  we have to sort of take 
on a certa i n a m o u n t  of that k i n d  of work each year 
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a long  with  the  other p ri or i t ies of r u ra l  and n orthern 
Man itoba. You w i l l  not ice in your  package,  the  p ro
gram i tse lf ,  t hat we i ntend to make some start w i th  
res pect to fo u r- la n i n g  of 75 H i g h way south  of W in
n i peg and i ndeed cont i n u e  on wi th  the  extens ion of 
the  four- lan i n g  of 59 and i ndeed Trans Canada H i gh
way. A l l  of those are  g o i n g  to cont i n u e. H i g h way 75, 
for the  f i rst t i me,  w i l l  h ave a sect i o n  b u i l t t h i s  year 
hopefu l ly ,  al l  t h i ngs  g o i n g  in the posit ive d i rect i o n ,  
a n d  I k n ow that one somet i mes st icks  one's neck on 
the  b lock because one doesn ' t  k n ow the tec h n ica l  
h u rd les that might  have to be overcome i n  order to 
ach i eve those objectives, but  that's the sort of d i rec
t ion  in any event. 

W i n n i peg h as become m o re and m o re a m ajor  con
centrat ion  of peop le ,  u n l i ke other  prov i n ces w here 
there are five or  six c i t ies to o u r  one. We f i n d  that the 
pressu re for access i nto W i n n i peg req u i r i n g  four
lan i n g  and fai rly expensive structu res such  as c lover
leafs are eat i n g  away at o u r  construct ion d o l lars q u ite 
s ig n i f icant ly  as com pared to other areas in the coun
t ry. That i s  a b i t  of a hand icap i n  that sense because 
one i nterchange,  as al l  mem bers wou l d  apprec iate, 
ru n s  i nto many m i l l i on s  of d o l lars and the dens i ty  of 
popu lat ion  t hat we h ave here in W i n n i peg d oes 
i ndeed req u i re ,  over t i me ,  a g reat n u m be r  of these 
i n ner  changes in order to b r i ng  about  a fa i r ly  safe f low 
of traff ic  i n  and out  of the C ity of W i n n i peg. 

So, essent ia l ly ,  those are the overview c o m ments 
that I wish to make at t h i s  t i m e  and wou l d  hope that 
mem bers wou ld  be construct ive i n  the i r  recom m en
dat ions as to where we p roceed in the year ahead , Mr.  
Cha i rman. 

MR. D EPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Pem b i na .  

MR. D O NALD ORCHARD (Pembina):  Thank you ,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  I want t o  thank  t h e  M i n ister for h i s  
open i n g  rem arks.  I ' m  p l eased to see  that t h e  M i n i ster 
is  e n u nc iat i n g  some bas i c  po l i cy for the Department 
of H i g h ways and Transportat ion  that I t h i n k  has been 
in p l ace for a n u m ber of ad m i n istrat ions. I t  was cer
tai n l y  m u c h  i n  l i ne with what we were attempt ing  to do 
in the four-year term that we h ave j ust n ice ly  f i n i s hed 
and to c o m m ent  on  the M i n i ster's last statement  
about the  transportat ion  needs arou n d  the  C ity of  
Wi n n i peg,  h e  certa i n ly w i l l  be faced ,  as M i n i ster, w i th  
a g reat deal  of pressu re to make a n u m be r  of  
i m p rovements to Trans Canada West between Head
i n g l ey and W i n n i peg,  as he i s  p robab ly  wel l  aware of; 
75 South ;  and  No .  7 N o rt h ,  the  i nterchange t h at's 
proposed there,  and they are,  I f u l l  wel l apprec iate, 
major consu mers of construct ion d o l l ars at a t i me 
when construct ion  do l l a rs are n ot terr i b ly  easy to 
come by.  

But I 'm encou raged by the  M i n i ster's remarks in  
terms of attem pti n g  to prov ide for t h e  com m u n i t i es in  
ru ral Man itoba a good h i g hway system that 's poss i b ly 
targeted towards the, not n ecessari l y  the da i l y  veh ic le 
traffic counts ,  but  i n deed the t o n n age counts - truck 
movement - because the  M i n ister has ident i f ied 
somet h i n g  t h at has been g rad u a l l y  g row i n g  over the 
last ha l f  dozen years, and that  bei n g  m o re and m o re 
major use of the t ruck  to rep l ace  ra i l  serv ice i n  a 
n u m ber  of areas , n ot o n l y  w he re abandon ment  has 
taken p l ace but areas w here the t ruck  has become an 
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alternate mode to the ra i l  even t h o u g h  ra i l  serv ice i s  
sti l l  there. That req u i res roads that a r e  a l ot stronger i n  
terms o f  the i r  carry i n g  capacity than the  present 
system .  

I t  wou l d  appear from the  M i n i ster's remarks that h e  
ag rees that f o r  ru ra l  a reas of ru ral M a n itoba to g row 
they m ust have year-ro u n d  access by truck wh ich  is, if 
n ot u n restr icted, as c lose to u n rest r icted in the 
spr ingt ime  as you can g et .  In t h at regard I t h i n k  the  
M i n ister w i l l  be ab le  to f i n d  that, for i nstance, i n  
southern Man itoba o n  N o .  1 4 ,  I be l ieve i t  i s, between 
75 and west over i nto the Al tona and Wi n k ler area, 
when we u p g raded there i n  the last fou r  years we 
u p g raded wi th  the o bject ive of p rovid i n g  t h e  1 1 0 ,000 
l b .  load i n g  u n restricted year rou n d, because that belt  
of com m u n it ies a l o n g  Hwy.  14 up to M o rden  h ave 
rea l ly  developed a n u m ber  of i n d ustr ies in the last 
several years that depend a l ot on truck traff ic  and  
t h e i r  eco n o m i c  v i a b i l i ty i n  r u ra l  M a n itoba i s  depen
dent o n  year rou n d  u n restr icted t ruck m oves. The 
i n dustr ies t here can not afford to have a s ix  to e ight  
week per iod in  the spr i n g  where they can 't com pete 
with a W i n n i peg com pet i tor  because they can 't get 
the products out  by t ruck .  

I am p leased to see t h e  cont i n ued e m phas is  on  
b ri n g i ng u p g raded roads and  p referent ia l  t reatment  
to req u ests for road reconstruct i o n  to a n u m ber of  
these com m u n i t i es because I t h i n k  i t  w i l l  make them a 
more v iab le  centre for fut u re i n dustr ia l  expans ion and  
g rowt h .  I t h i nk  the M i n ister shares w i th  a l l  of u s  that 
des i re to h ave a l l  of M a n i toba take part i n  any i n d us
trial expans ion  and n ot j ust h ave i t  centred in W i n 
n i peg .  I t h i n k  i f  there's o n e  problem wi th  M a nitoba, 
compared to say Saskatchewan a n d  A l be rta, i t 's the 
fact that W i n n i peg essent ia l ly  stands by i tse l f  i n  terms 
of a major centre whereas Saskatchewan of course 
has Reg i n a  and Saskatoon and a n u m be r  of sma l l e r  
centres compet i n g  for  i n d ustr ia l  expans i o n  as  does 
A l berta with Calgary and E d m o nton and a n u m ber of 
other  com m u n i t ies.  

So,  I w i l l  certa i n l y  s u p po rt this M i n ister in any effort 
he u ndertakes to p rov ide o u r  var ious r u ra l  g rowth 
centres w i th  the best road system that we can afford 
to put in p lace. I am p leased to see the Trans Canada 
West from Alexander i s  o n  t h e  n ext leg of tw in n i n g .  I 
t h i n k  the M i n ister w i l l  f i n d  the  f i rst leg from Kem nay to 
A l exander removed the death .  c u rb in there that's 
been a very tro u b lesome spot o n  the Trans Canada 
for some 25 years .  I t h i n k  t h at was welcomed by a l l  the 
motori n g  p u b l i c ;  traff i c  o n  Trans Canada has been 
i ncreas i n g  as i t  has on  the Ye l lowhead, and I wou ld  
s u p pose that. i n  the  n ot-too-d istant futu re if  traff ic  
g rowth cont i n ues,  part i cu lar ly the truck t raff ic  g rowth, 
we m i g ht have to cont i n ue the twi n n i n g  program 
beyon d  V i rden r ight to the  Saskatchewan boundary;  
t h at 's a possi b i l i ty .  The tw i n n i n g  of 75 and the f i rst 
stretch below W i n n i peg, of course - I appreciate the 
M i n ister's comments that he 's  hopef u l  to get  that 
g o i n g .  I was h o pefu l to get t hat g o i n g  a year ago and  
that target seemed to s l i p  by w i thout  bei n g  rea l ized . 

The M i n ister has i n d icated that he wants to adopt 
the  p referent ia l  t reatment to req u ests for road recon
struct ion  rather  than b ra n c:t-new roads and  I wou ld  
ass u m e  he means  brand-new four- lan i n g  p rojects 
that m i g ht from t i m e  to t i m e  come u p, or  i ndeed 
req u ests for new roads. T h at i s  a prob lem h e's g o i n g  

to have t o  wrest l e  w i th .  W e  were, I s u ppose, u ndu ly  
sadd led  wi th  a lo t  of effective ra i lway abandon ments 
from 1977 on w here a n u m ber  of ra i l  l i nes were p u l led 
up a n d  we responded by p rov i d i n g  better than  50 
percent of the construct ion d o l lars on the P . R .  system 
over the last two or  th ree years. Perusal of the con
st ruct i o n  Est i m ates when we get to that l i ne w i l l  i n d i 
cate whether the M i n i ster sees that as an  o n g o i n g  
n e e d  and  worthy of that k i n d  of s u p port and the con
struct ion  do l lars . . 

I wou ld  hope that the  M i n ister is ab le  to fo l l ow u p  
m u c h  more speed i l y  with t h e  Federal M i n ister of 
Transportat ion  than  I was able to.  I ' m  not fau lt i ng  
myself  on  th i s, I ' m  m o re fau l t i n g  the Federal Depart
ment  of Transportat ion .  On the su bject of fol low ing  
up  wi th  the Federal G overn ment  a program of  cost
shar i n g  and road reconstruct ion in areas affected by 
ra i l  l i n e  abandonment ,  the H a l l  C o m m iss ion  Report 
had i ndeed recommended that pr ior  to abandonment  
a n  attempt shou ld  be made to the Federal Govern
ment to come up with cost-shar i n g  with the prov in
ces .  I th ink  i f  the  M i n ister goes  back  to h i s  f i l es, h e  w i l l  
f i n d  Dr .  J o h n  R a e  and  t h e  transportat ion g ro u p  had 
deve loped what I thought was probably the m ost -
a n d  I d o n 't use t h i s  i n  a po l i t ica l  sense - the m ost 
conservat ive est i m ate of i n c reased cost to the p rov
i n ce that cou l d  be developed.  We cou ld  have devel
oped a w i l d l y  o pt i m ist ic  set of f ig u res and abso l ute ly 
f loored the Federal G overn ment  and  then negot iated 
from there down to some reasonab le  f ig u re.  But we 
c h ose not to d o  that and we developed, I t h i n k ,  some 
very rea l  costs to the  prov i nce on  reconstruct ion  that 
c o u l d  be att r ibuted sole ly to the  abandon ment  of ra i l  
l i nes .  And  that report, i f  m y  memory serves m e  cor
rect, was del ivered to a Federal M i n ister i n  about J an
u a ry of '81 ,  and  s u bseq uent  fol l ow- u p  i n  May and 
J u n e, and  i ndeed J u ly left us  wi th  the answer that yes, 
t h e  report had been received, and yes, they were tak
i n g  a look at i t, and yes, they were ana lys i n g  i t .  B u t  
q u ite frank ly  I d i d n ' t  detect that w e  were gett i n g  a ny
w here and had I had the opport u n ity after the e lec
t ion, that was certai n l y  an . a rea that I thought  s h o u l d  
be p ressed w i t h  the Federa l Government  because 
we're on  what I t h o u g h t  to be the best of - cou l d  I ca l l  
them const i tu t iona l  g ro u n d s  i n  demand i n g  that .  
Because a l l  the  prev ious  reports on  ra i l  l i n e  aban
d o n m ent had recom mended a cou rse of act ion  w h i c h  
we were suggest i n g .  

I wou ld  j ust c lose by say i n g  t o  the  M i n ister t hat i f  he 
needs the com b i ned s u p port of the House to lobby, i f  
that 's the proper  term, the Federal  Govern ment for  an  
i m p lementat ion  of that k i n d  of a f u n d i n g  program, he 
certa i n l y  has i t .  Because not on ly  wou l d  i t  serve to 
recogn ize the add i t iona l  cost to the prov ince, and  the 
the  i n d iv idua l  taxpayer i n  the Prov ince of Man i toba, 
but  it wou l d  prov ide Department of H i g hways and  
T ransportat ion wi th  m u c h  n eeded construct ion f u nds  
t h at the M i n ister is  wel l aware, and as I was  wel l aware,  
a re in constant demand and you never can f i n d  
enough  do l lars t o  meet the need.  
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So I want to t h a n k  the  M i n ister for h i s  ope n i n g  
remarks a n d ,  M r. Cha i rman, w e  cou ld  proceed. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou l d  j ust l i ke to 
respond  on  that l ast po in t .  A n d  that is  that the d i s cus
s i o n s  with M r. Pep i n  b roadened q u ite a b i t  far beyond 
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the rai lways that have a l ready been abandoned ,  i n  
l i g ht o f  t h e  Pep i n  a n n o u ncement  on  where they want 
to go with  transportat ion  rates for the  movement of 
g ra i n ,  and espec i a l l y  i f  they are g o i n g  to take the  
vari ab le  route d i rect ion  wh ich  w i l l  mean more aban
don ment of  rai lways. Unt i l  that is  c lear  we rea l l y  can ' t  
g ive  to M r. Pep i n  a f ina l  package of costs that we can 
att r i bute to that dec i s i o n .  B u t  they are certa i n ly 
e n l a rg i n g  very q u i c k l y  the  potent ia l  for m u c h  g reater 
spend i n g  in H i g h ways at the p rov i n c i a l  level  w i t h  the  
d i rect ion that they  have  c h osen to take. So w h i l e  we 
were preoccu pied wi th  a n u m ber of  l i nes that have 
a l ready been abandoned or  s lated for abandonment  
fa i rl y  soon ,  we rea l l y  won ' t  k n ow the total parameters 
of o u r  prob lem u nt i l  we k now where we're head i n g  
wi th  t h e  issue o f  t h e  C row rate. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  if I m i g h t  offer 
some advice,  and it's free and the M i n ister can d o  with  
i t  what he l i kes - but  we were aware t h at the  Federal 
G overn ment  for some t i m e  has been toy i n g  with the 
C row rate proposal and they a lso b o u n ce aro u n d  
from t i m e-to-t i m e  t h i s  e l u s ive western deve lopment  
f u n d  of  $4  b i l l i on that has been on and  off some t h ree 
t imes now. And I t h i n k  that the M i n ister can make ,  i t 's 
g o i n g  to be a n u m ber  of years before the  fal lout  of any 
change ,  i f  any change takes p lace o n  the  C row rate 
before that is tru ly  recog n ized , whereas we can iden
t i fy r i gh t  now some costs  t h at we ' re  g o i n g  to be i n c u r
r i n g  over the  next several years and  I bel ieve that 
fu n d i n g  for areas affected by ra i l  l i n e  abandon ment  i s  
a separate ent ity that can be p u rsued o n  i ts own and 
that 's why I had the  Transportat ion  D iv is ion d raw up 
that very extens ive report. I t h i n k  my advice wou l d  be 
that i f  the  M i n ister i ntends  to p u rs u e  a jo int  act ion  
C row rate and end  the  area affected by ra i l  l i ne aban
don m ent fu n d i n g ,  you ' re l i ab le  to d raw a g reat b ig 
b l a n k  from the Federal G overn ment  because they' l l  
study  i t  for another f ive years whereas I do bel i eve 
you've got spec i f ic  and def i n ite g ro u n d s  to approach 
them on a separate program r ight now.  I wou l d n 't 
want to see the  M i n i ster l ose what l i t t le  momentum 
there was  there i n  p u rs u i n g  that  o n e  as a separate 
ent i ty .  

MR. D EPUTY CHAIRMAN: No.  l . ( b ) -pass;  l . ( b ) (1 ) 
the M e m ber for Pem b i na .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  Has the M i n ister got a sheet w here 
he can s h ow us the SMYs as com pared to l ast year,  
th is year? We had done that  in past years,  so that we 
don't  have to bother ask i n g  each department ,  i s  there 
peo p l e  u p ,  peop l e  down to get a g e neral  idea .  That 
wou l d  be suff i c ient .  

M R. USKIW:  I don ' t  be l ieve we have a handout ,  Mr .  
Cha i rman .  We have the  total i ty here .  M r. Cha i rman ,  
perhaps the mem ber wou ld  want  to  c l a rify .  I have the  
sect iona l  n u m bers and  I have the  total n u m ber.  For  
1981-82 , the  total n u m ber  was  2983.9 staff marr years; 
now t h at's 1981-82. 

If the  mem ber is referr i n g  to I tem ( b ) .  we have 67 
staff man years i n  the  A d m i n ist rat ion  sect ion .  

M R .  O R CHARD:  I don ' t  want  to g o  t h ro u g h  each  sec
t ion  and f i n d  out what they were last year, t h i s  year. I 
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t h i n k  the M i n ister c o u l d  have the  department  develop 
j u st q u ick ly  a last year,  th is year to g ive u s  an idea of 
where SMYs are u p  or  down. 

O n  I tem ( b ) . wou l d  that be where we wou l d  be ab le  
to d iscuss the M i n i ster's Spec ia l  Assistant? 

M R .  U S K I W :  Yes, I be l i eve t h at 's  c o rrect ,  M r . 
Cha i rman .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  Thank  you ,  M r. C h a i rman .  Cou ld  
the  M i n ister i n d i cate Mr .  Shafransky's d u t ies for  t h i s  
department? 

MR. USKIW:  M r. C ha i rman ,  the  nat u re of a Specia l  
Ass istant  var ies from one  department  to another for 
obvious reasons and that i s  the nat u re of the depart
ment ,  but essen t i a l l y  a Spec ia l  Assistant i s  a person 
that h as very general respons i b i l i t ies wi th  respect to 
the  f u n ct i o n i n g  of the  M i n i ster's office and that's an a l l  
and  s u n d ry approach .  We have n ot ass igned and I do 
not i ntend at th is point to ass i g n  any spec i f ic  dut ies to 
the Spec ia l  Assistant at the moment ,  but i t  i s  genera l  
off ice rout i n e  d u t i es that he 's  p u rs u i n g  as an  assistant 
to my off ice.  

MR. ORCHARD:  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i s  M r. Shafransky's 
d u t i es in add i t ion  to - does the  M i n ister have an 
Execut ive Ass istant  as wel l ?  

M R .  USKIW: Yes, t h at i s  correct. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  Where i s  M r. Janssen's contract 
open for d iscuss i o n .  I s  i t  u nder A d m i n istrat ion? 

M R .  USKIW: Yes. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  Thank  you, M r. Cha i rman .  When I 
q u est ioned the  M i n i ster some months  ago,  he i n d i
cated that a contract was bei n g  prepared . Has the  
contract for M r. J anssen been  p repared and cou l d  the 
M i n ister i n d i cate the  deta i l s  of the  contract, how long  
i t ' s  extended to a n d  the do l la r  amou nts i nvolved? I 
assume t h at i t 's str ict ly  a contract ;  it h as no C i v i l  
Serv ice status to i t  a n d  what M r. Janssen h as been 
u n dertak i n g  as d ut ies as a resu l t  of th is contract w i th  
the  M i n ister. 

M R .  USKIW:  M r. C h a i rman ,  the consu ltant that we 
h ave reta ined has been pr imar i l y  i n volved with co
o rd i nat i n g  the C row issue a long  with J o h n  R ae's staff 
to d ate. A l though  he is a genera l  consu ltant to the  
department ,  he i s  on  a s ix-month contract t h at I 
be l i eve has a renewal opt ion ,  b u t  the  s ix  months  ter
m i n ates I bel i eve i n  May .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  A n d  the  val u e  of t h e  contract, M r. 
C h a i rman? 

MR.  USKIW:  I don ' t  k n ow i f  I have the spec i f ic  
n u m ber here ,  bu t  i t 's  somewhere i n  t h e ·  order  of  
$5 ,000-some-odd d o l lars per  m o nth  p l u s  expenses.  

MR. ORCHARD:  Did M r. Janssen have any dut ies as 
far as arra n g i n g  the beef support program ? 

M R .  USKIW: M r. C h a i rman ,  the  m e m ber wou ld  h ave 
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to go to the Department of Agr icu l tu re Est i m ates to 
determ i ne that .  M r. J anssen has been pr imar i l y  
i nvolved i n  i nter-re lat i n g  between Agr icu l tu re and  
H i g h ways wi th  respect to t h e  C row issue. Whether or  
not he 's  been  used otherw i se by another  M i n ister i s  
n o t  my respons i b i l ity to respond to ,  M r. Cha i rman. 
The Department of Agr ic u l t u re Est i m ates are before 
the com m ittee in the House and that is the proper 
p lace to put  that q u est ion. 

M R .  ORCHARD: Was t h i s  d e partment  d rawn u p  w i th  
the Department of H i g hways a n d  Transportat ion  as  
the emp loyer and pay i n g  the  $5,000 per month  p lus  
expenses? 

MR. USKIW: The Department  of H i g h ways has a con
tract  w i th  the  i n d iv idua l  and the Department  of H i g h 
ways i s  pay ing  the contract costs. 

MR. O R C HARD: Then ,  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  a l though  the  
Ag r icu l tu re Est i m ates are  o n  r ight  now,  s u rely the  
M i n ister who h i red h im wou l d  be ab le  to answer  as to  
whether  he had i nvolvement  wi th  the  Department of  
Agr icu l tu re i n  d raft i n g  a Beef I ncome Assu rance P l a n  
because after a l l ,  i t ' s  th i s  M i n ister who's  payi n g  h i m  
a n d  not t h e  M i n i ster o f  A g r i c u l t u re w h o  q u ite proper ly 
cou l d  te l l  u s  to ask the  M i n ister of H i g h ways and 
Transportat ion who's pay i n g  h i m .  

M R .  USKIW: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I bel i eve t h e  m e m be r  i s  
p u rsu i n g  a l i ne o f  q uesti o n i n g  that i s  tota l l y  i rre levant 
to th is department. Whet h e r  o r  n ot that part i c u l a r  
i nd i v i d u a l  h as ass i sted o r  w i l l  assist o r  w h atever, 
another department i s  obv ious ly  an  open q uest ion  
a n d  whether  i t 's  for  a fee  o r  not  for a fee  i s  a n  open 
q u est i o n. I bel ieve i t 's  reco g n ized that the  person that 
we are tal k i n g  about  has ,  over t ime ,  offered a t re
mendous amount  of free t i m e  to, not o n l y  the g ov
ernment  but i nd eed the po l i t ica l  party that the g ov
ernment  represents ,  so to say that t here's never been 
a c o m m u n icat ion  l i n k  between that person and the 
M i n ister of Agr icu l ture wou l d  be an  erroneous state
ment .  It may have occu rred on d i fferent levels ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  to the  extent of w h i c h  the person was used 
in h e l p i n g  the other M i n ister prepare po l icy ,  the 
m e m ber  wi l l  have to d i rect that q uest ion  to the  other 
M i n ister. 

MR. ORCHARD:  The M i n ister then I take i t  cou ld  
assu re us  s i nce he ' s  payi n g  M r. Janssen's wages out  
o f  h i s  departmenta l  appropr iat ion  that none  of the  
wage req u i rements or  expenses i n c u rred h ave been 
expended in hav i n g  M r. J anssen u ndertake work for 
any other department  than the  H i g h ways and Trans
portat ion Department .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I d o n 't know the 
extent ,  i f  any,  of h i s  i nvolvement off ic ia l ly  i n  another  
department ,  but  for ease of ad m i nstrat ion  to the 
extent that i t  occu rred i f  i t  d id ,  I d o n 't be l i eve that i t  
m atters m uc h  as to wh ich department  p icks  u p  the 
costs of the consu l tant. I t 's so met h i n g  s i m i l a r  to  
seco n d i n g  a person for a t ime per iod. I d o n 't bel i eve 
that presents a prob lem to anyone,  whether  i f  you ' re 
u s i n g  one person for two departments,  you can 
choose to spl i t  the costs ,  or  one department  m ig h t  
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choose to absorb the  costs a n d  yet a nother depart
ment  may use the services of t h at person ;  but aga i n  I 
wou l d  suggest to the member  that I rea l l y  don' t  know 
to what extent  at the off ic ia l  level that the other 
department had use of th is person ,  a l though  there 
may have bee n .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  Wel l then ,  the M i n ister cannot i nd i 
cate whether  in  the past several m o nths wi th  the 
expend i t u re of the $5,000 per month  and expenses 
that none  of those expenses, say, were i n c u rred 
u nderta k i n g  d iscuss ions on m atters other than  H i g h
ways and Transportat ion  issues,  name ly  the C row 
issue,  as the M i n ister i n d i cated t h i s  person 's  pr ime 
respons i b i l i ty wou ld  be coord i n at i n g  t h e  C row 
issue . . .  

M R .  USKIW: I meant between the two departments.  

MR. ORCHARD:  . . .  as between the  Department  of 
Agr icu l tu re and the Department  of H i g hways, but  the 
M i n ister cannot now assu re u s  that t h i s  i n d iv idua l  o n  
contract, M r. Janssen ,  h a s  n o t  s u b m i tted expenses 
and part of h is t i m e  a l l otment to the deve lopment  of 
t h e  beef i n c o m e  ass u ra n c e  s c h e m e  t h at was 
a n n o u nced j ust recent ly ,  t h at assu rance can 't be 
made at this t ime?  

M R .  USKIW:  Wel l ,  n o ,  I can make an  assu rance. I 
bel i eve the tota l ity of the fee for that consu ltant w i l l  be 
paid out of the Department of H i g h ways appropriat ion. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  Ag reed. We k now that ,  but  the M i n
ister cannot assu re us that a l l  of the work for w h i c h  we 
are bei n g  b i l led  i n  the  Department  of H i g hways was 
Department of H i g hways and Transportat ion  work 
and that some of i t  was i ndeed not work for the 
Department of Agr icu l t u re in d rawi n g  up a Beef 
I ncome Sssurance p lan ,  t h at assu rance can't  be 
g iven , that part of his wages d i d  not g o  towards that?  

M R .  USKIW:  M r. C h a i rman ,  I am n ot aware as to what 
extent there was any i n vo lvement w i th  respect to the 
deve lopment  of t h e  Beef  I ncome Assu rance p lan  on  
the  part of t h i s  person ,  a l th o u g h  he may have been 
i n volved,  but I don ' t  k n ow to what extent ,  i f  any. That 
is n ot somet h i n g  that I wou l d  be concerned about i n  
a n y  event. I f  t here was i nvo lvement d u e  t o  h i s  own 
expert ise, that i s  between h i m  and the  M i n ister of 
A g r i c u l t u re .  If in the course of the i r  d iscuss ions on 
C row, they entered i nto other d iscuss ions ,  that agai n  
is  somet h i n g  that I cou l d  n o t  re late o n  a t  t h i s  po int  i n  
t i me .  I wou l d  have t o  get that i nformat ion ,  b u t  i t  i s  not 
a s i tuat ion  w here one department  does not a l low the  
use of a person to another  department .  That's a com
m o n  occu rrence i n  govern ment  as  between d i rectors' 
levels or  Deputy M i n i sters' levels or  a lmost at any 
leve l ,  there is  c ross-referenc i n g ,  there is  a borrow i n g  
of t i m e  i f  you l i ke f o r  the  u s e  of a person e i t h e r  offi
c i a l l y  or  u n offi c i a l l y  from t i m e  to t ime ,  so I rea l l y  h ave 
no  reason to be concerned about  t hat. I t h i n k ;  i t  is a 
good p ract ice.  

MR. ORCHARD:  Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  certa i n l y  I ' m  
not arg u i n g  w i t h  t h e  M i n ister's a b i l ity t o  h ave M r. 
Janssen u ndertake any sort of consu ltative process 
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on behalf  of the govern m ent. After a l l ,  the govern ment 
has h i red h i m. We're not arg u i n g  with whether h e  has 
the  a b i l ity to d o  that .  That's ent i re ly the M i n i ster's 
prerogative. All we're in terested in knowing  i s  whether 
h e  d i d  have a hand  i n  the d raft i n g  of the Beef I ncome 
Ass u rance p lan  because that w o u l d  certa i n l y  be val u
ab le  i nformat ion and i f  the M i n ister of Transportat ion  
who i s  pay i n g  the b i l l s  can 't prov ide that ,  then we w i l l  
pose that q uest ion ,  I suppose, to  the M i n ister of  
Agr icu l tu re. 

I n  the general  ad m i n i strat i o n ,  are t here any other 
peop le  o n  contract, other than M r .  Janssen ,  p rov i d i n g  
consu l t i ng  services to the department? 

MR. USKIW:  No,  n ot that I 'm aware of. Perhaps the  
Deputy has k nowledge of someone. N o .  There w i l l  be  
a change ,  h owever, and  I s h o u l d  have a l l uded to that 
i n  m y  ope n i n g  rem arks. There is g o i n g  to be a person 
b ro u g h t  i n ,  at l east i n i t i a l l y  one person , that w i l l  have 
respo n s i b i l i ty for e m p l oyment  programs with i n  the 
department and e m p loyment  p rograms th roug h  the  
contract i n g-out system ,  that  i s  the tender  system .  
That is  yet t o  b e  deve loped,  but  there i s  a staff m a n  
year provis i o n  here f o r  that to occ u r  over t h e  n ext 
f iscal  year. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  A n d  what w i l l  be the hoped-for 
res u l t  of that person 's  i nvolvement  i n  the h i ri n g  p rac
t ices of the department? 

MR. USKIW:  Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  the department  i s  
ass u m i n g  a ro le  of a fa i r  degree of aff i rmative act ion  
w i th  respect to g roups  i n  society,  and i n  t h i s  case, i t  
w i l l  concentrate q u ite a b i t  on  N at ive com m u n it ies to 
ach i eve a g reater i nvo lvement o n  the i r  part in the  
ma i n stream of M a n itoba's economy and  certa i n l y  
govern ment  h a s  to p l ay a lead i n g  role i n  that respect, 
and we i ntend to fac i l i tate that course of events over 
the n ext 12 months  o n  somewhat of an exper i menta l  
bas i s  a n d  deve lopmenta l  bas is ,  after which we w i l l  
e i ther  mod ify or  ex pand t h e  program.  I t  w i l l  i nvolve 
ass ist i n g  peop le  in sec u ri n g  e m p l oyment opport u n i
t ies w i th i n  t h e  department. It w i l l  a lso i n volve assist
i n g  peop le  in sec u r i n g  emp loyment opport u n i t ies 
th ro u g h  the  general contractors who prov ide services 
or  b i d  on  govern ment  contracts , name ly  the Depart
ment  of H i g h way contracts, but it's st i l l too ear ly to be 
able to defi n e  f u l l y  the parameters of that program. So 
far, we h ave dec ided o n  br i n g i n g  in one person for the 
department to set up such a prog ram and over the 
cou rse of t i m e  i t  w i l l  l i ke ly  i nvolve a n u m ber  of other 
peop le. 

MR.  O R C H A R D :  Who is that person ,  M r. Cha i rman , 
or does the M i n ister h ave that i nformat ion now? 

MR.  USKIW: Wel l ,  no ,  we have n ot yet emp loyed that 
perso n .  The  d o l l ars are i n  t h i s  budget wh ich  i n  
essen ce i s  a budget start i ng  Apr i l  1 o f  1982, s o  we 
have n ot b ro u g ht a person on  staff pr ior  to that t i me. 

M R .  O R CHARD:  Poss i b l y  the M i n i ster cou ld  p rov ide 
us  w i th  the  Civ i l  Serv ice status  of the person that 's 
g o i n g  to be h i red .  W h at sort of a - I th i n k  the M i n ister 
k nows . . .  
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M R .  USKIW: What c lassif icat ion?  

M R .  ORCHARD: Yes. 

M R .  USKIW: That is an open q uest ion  at the m o m e nt .  
We have not yet dec ided that .  I t  w i l l  be a h i g h-prof i l e  
posit i on. I t  has t o  be a h i g h-prof i l e  pos i t ion  i n  order to 
have the a b i l i ty to i n terface wi th  all of the sectors 
wi th i n  the department and i ndeed to i nterface with the 
construct ion  com m u n ity outs ide the department .  I t  
has to be a p rest ig i o u s  pos i t ion  to say the least ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  if i t 's g o i n g  to have any mean i n g  to i t  
w hatever. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  I s  the M i n ister h o p i n g  to e m ploy 
th is  person i n  a role of mora l  pers u as ion  wi th  the  
contractors who f rom t i m e  to t i m e  b i d  on  jobs ,  and I 
wou l d  ass u m e  that a lot  of the  target jobs  w i l l  be any  
j o bs that are ,  say ,  i n  Northern Man itoba,  the Sp l i t  
Lake-G i l l a m  Road  bei n g  probably t h e  most  h i g h
prof i l e  one r ight  now. I s  it the M i n ister's i ntent ion to 
use moral persuas ion wi th  the contract i ng  c o m m u n 
i t y ,  the construct ion  com m u n ity,  or  wou l d  h e  env is ion  
a c hange i n  the  contract spec i f icat ions  wh ich  wou l d  
req u i re a certa i n  amount  o f  Native h i r i n g ,  for i n stance,  
in contracts that are c lose to N ative com m u n it ies .  

MR. USKIW:  That i s  a po l i cy are that has yet to evolve 
and i t  wi l l  evolve s u bseq uent  to the e m p l oyment  of 
s u c h  a person who w i l l  then put a program together 
for our cons i derat ion .  In other words those are a l l  
q uest ions  yet t o  b e  answered . W e  don ' t  h ave t h e  
answers t o  those q uestions a t  t h i s  po i nt. I ' m  not cer
ta i n  but  I wou l d  want to i nvest igate the  poss i b i l i ty of a 
req u i rement  i n  any tender process that i s  u ndertaken. 
But j ust what the  log ist ics of t h at concept are I 'm not 
f u l l y  k n owledgeable and  that 's why I d o n 't want to 
c o m m i t  to that pos i t ion.  But that i s  certa i n l y  an  area 
that we are look i n g  at, that i f  poss ib le ,  we may h ave a 
req u i rement  that a certa i n  amount ,  a percentage of 
works m ust be undertaken by peop le  i nvolved th roug h  
that k i n d  o f  an  off ice w h i c h  m ay i n vo lve e i ther  i n 
House or  outs ide tra i n i n g  components or  on  t h e  job  
trai n i n g  components and  so o n .  B u t  aga i n ,  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  we' re n ot i n  a pos i t ion to be def i n it ive.  

MR. ORCHARD:  I wou l d  ass u m e  from what the M i n
i ster has sa id the  key to mak ing  t h i s  dec is ion wou l d  be 
any recom m endat ion t h at t h i s  person m i g h t  make 
when h i red to f i l l  t hat posit ion i s  h i s  reco m mendat ion 
o r  her  reco m men dat ion might  be p retty key to the 
form u l at ion of whether  i t  wou l d  be a mora l  persuas ion 
po l i cy o r  a req u i red q u ota h i r i n g  type po l i cy .  

M R .  USKIW:  Aga i n ,  a t  t h i s  po int  i n  t i me ,  I h ave q u ite 
a n  open m i n d  o n  it .  I tend to lean to the i d ea that t he re 
o u g h t  to be some req u i rements,  but  that is somet h i n g  
that I have t o  ref i ne  i n  my o w n  t h i n k i n g .  

The other  p o i n t  that I wou l d  l i ke a l l u d e  to i s  that t h e  
M e m be r  f o r  Pem b i n a  a s  m a n y  do automat ica l ly  i n fers 
that t h i s  wou l d  pr i mar i ly  be someth i n g  that we wou l d  
be very m u c h  p reoccup ied w i t h  i n  N o rthern Man i 
toba ,  and  I want to suggest here that N ative com m u n i
t ies are l ocated i n  every part of Man itoba,  so that t h i s  
p r o g r a m  w i l l  n ot be conf i ned to merely the n o rth  but  
to a l l  of the geography of th is  prov i n ce .  
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M R .  ORCHARD:  Wi l l  the M i n ister be deve lop i n g  th i s  
program after the person h i red has consu lted w i th  
the, say the Man itoba Heavy Construct i o n  Assoc ia
t ion, the assoc iat ion  I t h i n k  t h at represents a lot  of the 
major  contractors who b i d  o n  govern ment  work, w i l l  
they have a s i g n i f icant  h ea r i n g  i n  the  form u l at ion  of 
th i s  pol i cy? 

MR. USl<IW: Yes, I have a l ready g iven t h at i n d icat ion  
to the Road B u i lder's Assoc iat ion a t  the recent 
conference.  

MR.  ORCHARD: Where was that,  Sam? 

MR.  USKIW: At Phoen i x. I t  was  a good p lace. I d i d  
i n d i cate t o  t h e m  that w e  wi l l  b e  sett i n g  u p  a consu l ta
t ive p rocess wi th  the  i n d ustry i n  order to i ntrod u ce 
th i s  new e m ployment program with i n  the  department 
and they were most i n terested in that k i n d  of d i alogue 
and I th ink  we can deve lop somet h i n g  that wou l d  be  
mutua l ly  benef ic ia l. A n d  i ndeed benef ic ia l  to soc i ety 
as a whole .  

MR.  O R C HARD: N ow, M r. Cha i rman ,  the  M i n i ster 
also ment ioned when h e  i ntrod uced t h i s  concept that 
the S M Ys for th i s  f iscal  year, and  depe n d i n g  o n  the 
s uccess, I wou ld  assu m e  he's g o i ng to be movi ng 
fai rl y  q u ick ly  on  th is  because the construct ion season 
is  g o i n g  to be start i n g  up w i th i n  hopef u l l y  a month  or  
f ive weeks .  Wi l l  that a l l ow t h e  M i n ister suff ic ient  t i m e  
to n ot o n l y  get t h e  po l icy i n  p l ace,  b u t  i ndeed to 
p rov ide  the k i n d  of ana lys is  of i ts s uccess that he 
a l l u ded to as to w h ether  he 's  g o i n g  to cont i n u e  wi th  
the  program i n  the n ext f iscal  year? 

MR. USKIW:  I don't env isage that we w i l l  set a pattern 
that w i l l  not change .  After the i n it i a l  t h rust I bel ieve 
what w i l l  happen is that i t  w i l l  be  an evol u t ionary 
p rocess t h at w i l l  ref i n e  i n  an o n g o i n g  way that  k i n d  of 
a t h rust ,  that k i n d  of a p rogra m .  A n d  we, of course, w i l l  
want to meas u re t h e  s uccesses a n d  t h e  fa i l u res i n  
order t o  do that refi n i n g ,  but  w e  are c o m m itted t o  the 
fact  that we m u st p l ay a lead i n g  ro l e  - the p u b l i c  
serv ice m u st p l a y  a lead i n g  ro l e  - i n  try i n g  to b r i n g  
certa i n  g ro u ps i n  soc iety who have not  b e e n  i n  t h e  
m a i n stream i nto t h at m a i n stream so t h at they c a n  at 
some po in t  hopef u l l y, sooner, rather  than  later, be 
able to do t h i s  very t h i n g  on t h e i r  own i n i t i at ive. I t  is 
referred to by many as an aff i rmat ive act i o n  approach. 
G ive i t  whatever name you w i s h ,  I d o  i n d i cate that we 
have a des i re to m ove very m u c h  in that d i rect ion  in a 
major way. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  One f i na l  q uest ion  then - I don ' t  
k n ow whether  I m i s i nterpreted or m i sheard the  M i n is
ter - when you ment ion capa b i l i ty of the peop le  to 
get i nto that l i n e  of work o n  t h e i r  own i n it i at ive, does 
t h i s  mean a n  effort to s u p port say N at ive contract i n g  
c o m pan ies that wou l d  s o l e l y  b i d  a n d  u ndertake road 
cont racts, the department s u pport i n g  a contract ing  
outf it, i n  order  to get i nto that  k i nd  of a n  eq u i p ment 
i nvestment so that they could u ndertake proper ly 
b o n d e d  road  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t ra c t s  for  t h e  
department? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  essent ia l ly ,  that m ay evolve over 

t i m e  and i t  w i l l  depend o n  the i n te rest of the N ative 
people themselves. But,  essent ia l ly ,  what we are 
i nvolved with here is gett i n g  the N at ive peop l e  more 
i nvo lved i n  what is o n g o i n g  and  that is the  department 
i tse lf, w h i c h  has some 3 ,000 peop le  w i th i n  w h i c h  
t here m ay be job  opport u n it ies that w i l l  be o pened u p, 
on the  basis of ret i rement or att r i t ion ,  or w hatever, 
w here certa in  of these peop le  w i l l  be b ro u g h t  in e i ther  
w i thout  t ra i n i n g  o r  wi th  a trai n i ng com ponent or  
w hatever the package i s  that  we w i l l  be p u t  together. 
B u t  an effort w i l l  be made to i ntroduce them to p lay a 
ro le  as e m p l oyees i n  t h e i r  government  t h e  same as a l l  
other sectors of soc iety d o  to a m u c h  g reater extent 
than they have. L i kewise to p lay that role w i th i n  the 
contract i n g  com m u n ity that the department  w i l l  be 
d o i n g  bus i ness w i th .  It 's n ot a p rocess that w i l l  be 
developed overn i g ht. I t 's g o i n g  to take some t i me.  
Certa i n l y  I don ' t  be l i eve a g reat deal  w i l l  happen in the 
f i rst year, but  the g ro u ndwork i s  i mportant to put  in  
p l ace in  order that  we put  together  a p rogram that is  
acceptable to t h e  govern ment ,  i s  acceptab le  to the 
i n d u stry, and i nd eed i s  appreciated by soc iety gener
a l l y .  I be l ieve that i s  what the a i m  i s .  
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M R .  O RCHARD: So, then the  program bas ica l ly  has 
two t h rusts, not o n l y  the  ind iv idua l  opport u n ity, c reat
i n g  a n d  deve l o p i n g  the opport u n ity for the  i n d iv i d u a l ,  
but  a l s o  to a l l ow g ro u ps of m i n or i t ies to g e t  i nto the  
d i rect contract i n g  b u s iness.  N o, t h e  M i n ister s hakes 
his head. 

MR. USKIW: M r. C h a i rman ,  we h ave not been i n volved 
in that k i n d  of d iscuss ion. I o n l y  a l l uded to i t  in the  
sense that i t  has taken p l ace i n  the  past  a n d  I 'm  not  
one that i s  go i n g  to determ i n e  whether  i t  w i l l  o r  won't  
take p lace in t h e  fut u re .  I f  the opport u n ity w i l l  be 
there, certa i n l y  we wi l l  h ave to respond to whatever i s  
there, i n  a com petit ive way, or  w hatever. I c a n  o n l y  
th i n k  of w i nter roads w here there i s  a n  i nvo lvement o f  
that n at u re on  t h e  part of the Nat ive peop le ,  w here i t 's  
not  o n  a com pet i t ive bas is ,  but  t h at has to d o  with o u r  
ob l igat ions,  i f  y o u  l i ke,  or  arrangements w i t h  I n d ian 
Affa i rs who are f u n d i n g  part of those programs.  I ' m  
s u re t h e  M e m be r  f o r  Pem b i n a  k n ows what I ' m  a l l ud
ing to there. O n e  doesn't  have both hands  free o n  
s o m e  of those dec is ions ,  but  no, genera l l y  t h i s  th rust 
has noth i n g  to d o  with the sett i n g  up of N at ive com
pan i es or  anyth i n g  of that natu re. That i s  n ot what we 
are attempt ing to do. 

M R .  O R C H A R D :  S o, t h e n  i t  w i l l  b e  p r i m a r i l y  
enhancement o f  an  i n d iv idua l ' s  opport u n ity? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, that's correct. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  The M i n ister keeps a d d i n g  more 
q uest ions by say i n g, at th i s  po int  i n  t i m e. 

M R .  USKIW: O n l y  i n  the sense that I can't  p red ict  the 
futu re, M r. Cha i rman. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  I thought  you cou ld, Sam. 

M R .  D E P U T Y  C H A I R M A N :  T h e  M e m b e r  f o r  
R h i ne land. 
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M R .  ARNOLD B R OWN (Rhineland): Thank you, M r. 
Cha i rman. I wou l d  j ust l i ke to make a few br ief com
ments i n  regards to the M i n ister's open i n g  statement. 
The M i n ister certa i n l y  seems to u n derstan d  what the  
res pons i b i l i t ies of the Department  of H i g h ways are. 
He made ment ion  of the fact that the Department  of 
H i g hways and rural  Man itoba as it relates to agr icu l 
t u re shou ld  be work i n g  i n  c l ose co-operat ion  a n d  we 
certa i n l y  a l l  ag ree wi th  th is. T h i s  i s  rea l ly  where m ost 
of it's at. 

I n  my part ic u l a r  area, for i n stance, we have a t re
mendous i n c rease i n  tonnage of prod u ct movement 
and  w here we are mov i n g  from 80,000 to 110 ,000 very 
rap i d ly. Many needs are req u i red a n d  many c h a nges 
are develo p i n g  in our road system. We had a good 
start  on  a road system program with i n  the l ast few 
yea rs, N o. 14 had been b u i l t to 110,000 pou n d  restr ic
t ions. No. 30 a lso had been b u i lt to 110,000 load l i m i t 
and t h i s  certai n l y  has hel ped to a very large extent. I 
not ice however that a lot of these p rograms have been 
d ropped and  the  M i n ister apo log ized for the fact t h at 
he had  n ot been ab le  to m eet w i th  a l l  the m u n ic i pa l i 
t ies and  wi th  a l l  the mem bers i n  order t o  d i s c u s s  s o m e  
o f  the  n e e d s  and  we rea l ize t h is. W e  t o o k  t h i s  u nder  
cons iderat i o n  and I s u ppose that some of u s  were 
naive e n o u g h  to t h i n k  that the programs, at l east for 
th is year wou l d  p retty wel l be cont i n ued as they had 
been p l a n ned o n  p rev ious ly. I h ap pened to look 
t h ro u g h  the construct ion program and I not ice t h at 
many, many  areas i n  my part i c u l a r  area at l east h ave 
been d iscon t i n ued and th i s, of cou rse, g ives u s  some 
concern . I hope that  we w i l l  be ab le  to get  the  M i n i ster 
fam i l ia r  with the  areas, with the req u i rements. H e  has 
been out  of the  area for a couple of years; we h aven't  
seen too m u c h  of h i m  a l tho u g h  I be l ieve that h e  i s  
fa i r l y  wel l fam i l i ar w i th  the area. As M i n ister of A g ri 
c u l t u re, we've seen  h im arou n d  a n u m ber of t i m es 
prev ious ly  and  we hope that he is g o i n g  to c o m e  
aro u n d  a n d  t a k e  a l ook a t  s o m e  o f  the prob lems that 
we h ave. 

The M i n i ster sa id that h i s  department was a very 
po l i t ica l  department  and of course we n ot ice t h i s  
because that department  certa i n l y  determ i nes w here 
th e  m o n ies are g o i n g  to be g o i n g  as far as road con
struct ion i s  concerned. I 'm sorry to see that h i s  Execu
t ive  Ass istant i sn 't h ere at  the  p resent t i me;  I wou l d  
j u st l i ke t o  say that I hope that  h e  takes h i s  j o b  
serious ly  a n d  we're look i n g  forward t o  work i n g  w i th  
h i m. We're fam i l i ar w i th  h im f rom another p i ct u re, so 
to speak, and  we k n ow that he 's a person that we can 
work w i th  a n d  we hope that we are going to see co
operat i o n  from both the M i n i ster and  the Execut ive 
Assistant. 

M R .  U S KIW: I p res u me the m e m ber means the  S pe
c ia l  Ass istant because the Execut ive Assistant h as not  
been in  t h i s  com m ittee. 

M R .  BROWN:  The Specia l  Assistant. 

M R .  U S K I W: R i g ht, M r. Cha i rman, I wou l d  hope  t h at 
we wi l l  h ave the best effort on the  part of that i n d iv id
ual  a n d  I 'm  s u re that mem bers who have come to 
k n ow that  person over the years wou l d  k n ow his a b i l i 
t ies a n d  h i s  l i m itat ions  i f  there a r e  any. I be l i eve i n  t h e  
r o l e  that h e  i s  g o i n g  to p lay, h e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  
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qu ite wel l .  He is a person that relates fa i rl y  we l l  po l i t i 
cal l y  and I mean po l i t ica l ly  in  the sense of i nterfac ing  
with other pol i t ica l  g roups whether i t ' s  m u n i c i pa l i t ies 
or town cou nc i l s  or whatever, de legations general l y. 
So I don ' t  be l i eve we w i l l  have any reason to expect 
some d iff i cu lty i n  that area. 

M R .  BROWN:  Those are rea l l y  the o n l y  com ments 
that I had to make on  ( b),  u n less there's somebody 
else. 

M R .  USKIW: Maybe I shou ld  get back to t hat, M r. 
Cha i rman. I k n ow it 's easy to get off that o n e. I hope 
the mem ber appreciates that not a l l  p rojects can g o  at  
a l l  t i m es. Perhaps there are programs that are n ot on  
th i s  year  that the m e m ber wou l d  w ish  were o n, but  
someone hasn 't made that case to me and i f  there's a 
case can be m ade for them there's noth i n g  say i n g  that 
we can ' t  put  them on  in s u bseq uent years. I h ave to 
make my j u d g ment wi th i n  the framework of the do l
lars that we h ave ava i l a b le, as mem bers can appre
c iate. We are look i ng at $100 m i l l i on  of new construc
t ion and with i n  that, we have to decide wh ich  programs 
are in and w h i c h  are o ut. I k n ow that i t 's easy to get 
i nto the a rea of po l i t ica l  debate on that one and we 
certa i n l y  did when we were in Opposi t ion. 

I be l i eve that the prog ram w h i c h  you h ave before 
you ref lects perhaps a g reater balance po l i t ica l ly  
spea k i n g  t h a n  we've had over  the last t h ree o r  four  
years. That doesn ' t  mean that  there's an  attem pt there 
to sat isfy every part icu lar  i n d iv idua l  who is a m e m ber 
of the  Assemb ly  from ru ral Man i toba. There p robably 
are gaps there, n o  dou bt, but  the  rea l i ty of  i t  i s  the 
l i m itat ion  in  d o l lars. I f  you look at No. 12 as an  exam
p l e, a tremendous  amount  of d o l lars h ave gone i nto 
No. 12 a n d  there are a t remendous amount  of d o l lars 
that h ave to yet go i nto No. 12 and  the i nterc h a n g e  on  
Tra n s  Canada H i g hway. I f  one wanted to be p u re ly  
po l i t i cal ,  one cou l d  put  that on  ho ld  for th ree or  fou r  
years, but  I d o n 't bel i eve that wou l d  b e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
i nterest, M r. Cha i rman. But  that one project's g o i n g  to 
cost several m i l l ion  do l la rs and i t  does n 't service a 
po l i t i ca l  bent from our  s ide  of the po l i t ica l  spectru m ;  i t  
services the  needs of M a n itobans and so t h at p roject 
i s  g o i n g  to cont i nue. There are others that h ave less 
pr iority an d  they are treated accord i n g l y. 

I d o n 't be l i eve to have the  mag ic  that can d eterm i n e  
p rec ise ly wi thout  a n y  d o u bt what the best pr iori t ies 
are for t h e  who le  of M a n itoba. I can o n l y  use m y  
j u d g ment  i n  l i g ht o f  the i n format ion that I h a v e  before 
me a n d  i n  l i g h t  of the po l i t ica l  p ressu res t h at I h ave, 
M r. Cha i rman. I mean let 's not escape t hat. T h at is the 
rea l i ty of t h i s  department. A n d  putt i n g  a l l  those 
together, we have come u p  wi th  a construct i o n  pack
age w h i c h  I hope i s  reasonab ly  well accepted a l thoug h  
I recog n ize  t h at i t  won ' t  c o m p l ete ly sat i sfy a l l  
mem bers. 

I t h i n k  I wou l d  a lso want to repeat that it probab ly  
wi l l  come c l oser to sat isfy i n g  a l l  mem bers than  has 
the p rog ram of th is department  over the  l ast t h ree o r  
fou r  years. 

M R .  BROWN:  I don ' t  part i c u lar ly want to get i nto 
spec i f i cs because we can wait  u n t i l  we get to the 
construct ion prog ram and to the br idge b u i l d i n g  p ro
g ra m  and  so  on. However, when I was ta l k i n g  about  
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the  No .  30 h i g hway and  how it had been u pg raded to 
110 ,000 p o u n ds .  T h i s  was abso l u te ly  n ecessary 
because th i s  h i ghway services CSP Foods and  there 
is very m u c h  traff i c  on t h i s .  H owever, we have one 
br idge on  that road which wi l l  on ly  carry 80,000 
p o u n d s  and  th i s  has been a b i g  sore spot i n  that 
part i cu lar  area and  n ot iced th i s  espec ia l l y  l ast fa l l .  We 
had  worked on the  201, the  201 had been constructed 
from the No. 32, the No. 75, and because we cou l d n 't  
use that part icu lar  br idge whi le i t  was rai n i n g ,  we had 
to put  the  h eavy t raff i c  on  the  20 1 a n d  we d id consid
erable damage to the  new road o n  the  20 1 a n d  that 
br idge rea l ly  is a very essent ia l  part of the road system 
in that part icu lar  area. 

M R .  USKIW: Well , Mr .  Cha i rman ,  i f  the m e m ber  
wou l d  look on  page 18 ,  i t 's  in  the  program,  B uffa lo  
Lake F loodway Br idge a n d  Approaches. H i g h way 30 ,  
South of PTH 14 .  

M R .  BROWN: Very good ,  I m ust have m i ssed that 
one .  Thank  you .  

M R .  D E P U T Y  C H A I R M A N :  T h e  M e m b e r  f o r  
M i nnedosa. 

MR. BLAKE: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I see you look i n g  at 
t h e  c lock  and i f  there wou l d  on ly  be one or two m i n
utes before we go i nto Pr ivate M e m ber's Hour ,  I wou ld  
m aybe j ust as  soon  wa i t  a n d  get the  few remarks that I 
h ave to make made at once  and  t h e  answer a l l  i n  one  
s i tt i n g .  I ' m  not that u n happy wi th  the  work  that's bei n g  
d o n e  i n  my area t h a t  h a s  to be d o n e  but  there is  o n e  
part i c u l a r  area that 's been n e a r  a n d  d e a r  to a g reat 
many peop le  out t he re w i th  the aband o n m ent  of t h ree 
ra i l  l i nes i n  the one  area, as the M i n ister is wel l  aware 
and - in fact, I 've had th ree ca l l s  today, the ru m o u r  i s  
out  t hat 250 n o rt h  o f  the  R i vers i s  n o t  g o i n g  to b e  
repaved and  the fe l l ows a l l  i n  g r a i n  i n  t here are start
i n g  to raise cane a l ready so the M i n ister w il l  be gett i n g  
l ots of h eat f r o m  t here a n d  so w i l l  h i s  e n g i neer i nc i d 
enta l ly ,  who I t h i n k  they m aybe suspect h i m  now more 
than  they do me - so I may get some repr ieve a n d  the  
eng i neer is  go ing  to get  the  f lack .  

But ,  i f  you don ' t  m i n d ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I would l i ke to 
g o  i nto i t  maybe in one sess i o n  and have the answer 
a l l  at once.  

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hour i s  4 :30 ,  we' l l  
i n terrupt t h e  p roceed i ngs  and . . .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  I j ust want to c lar i fy w i th  the  M i n is
ter if we want to g et i nto any d iscuss ion  on the  
department's ro le  i n  C row rate, i s  th i s  the appropr ia
t ion  to do that ,  u n der  No .  (1 ) ?  

M R .  USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  o n e  c a n  c hoose to 
u nd e rtake that ,  but  there is  J o h n  R ae's department  or 
b ranch .  

M R .  ORCHARD:  Yeah , wel l  that's what I mean .  

MR.  USKIW:  O r  even  on  the M i n ister's Sa lary. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  The comm itt!le w i ll rec
onvene at 8 o'c lock 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

M R .  CHAIRMAN,  Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): T h i s  
m eet i n g  w i l l  come to order.  We' re cont i n u i n g  d i scus
s i o n  on the  Est i m ates of Agr icu l tu re ,  I tem N o .  1 .  Gen
era l  A d m i n istrat i o n ,  1 . ( b) P lan n i n g  and Management ,  
1 . (b) (1) Salar ies - The Mem ber for Art h u r. 

M R .  DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou ld  l i ke to make 
some spec i f i c  o bservat ions i f  I may. F i rst of a l l ,  when  I 
look at the  report of the Department  of Agr icu l tu re for 
the  past year I see an  out l i n e  of the bas ic overa l l  
out l i n e  of the  department a n d  the  report i n g  to t h e  
M i n i ster, w i th i n  that report the M i n i ster h a s  referred t o  
q u ite a few areas. I k n ow that h e  i s  rev iew i n g  part icu
lar ly  MACC a n d  some of the other po l ic ies w i th i n  the 
Department  of Agr icu l tu re ,  M r. Cha i rman .  I w i l l  t ry i n  
m y  ope n i n g  rem arks t o  make a n  overa l l  b road o bser
vat i o n  of w h at I 've h ave seen to d ate w i th  t h e  M i n is
ter 's act iv i t ies and  the  department's work.  

I t h i n k  t h at i t 's  worth not i n g ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  that 
part i cu lar ly the  department 's efforts over the past fou r  
years certa i n l y  h a d  a major  part o f  t h e  overa l l  d evel
opment  of the struct u re of the department  in the way 
in w h i c h  they felt wou ld  work effect ively and they 
cou ld  h ave i nput  i nto the overa l l  progra m m i n g  and  
operat ions  of t h e  department .  I wou l d  hope t h at the  
M i n ister wou l d  make some com ment  on  whether  h e  
p lans  to c h a n g e  the  overa l l  structu re of the  depart
ment .  As he has i n d i cated ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  he h as 
changed q u ite a n u m ber of boards. 
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I n  Q u est i o n  P e r i o d  today, aga i n , .,he h a s  conf i rmed 
that there have been certa i n  n u m ber  of boards 
changed .  I wou l d  hope,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  that in the 
c h a n g i n g  of these boards that the M i n ister i s  n ot 
deve l o p i n g  or adopt i n g  a pol i cy where he is j ust p ut
t i n g  in peop le  who are not strong agri c u l t u re repre
sentat i ves, or people who a re g o i n g  to speak on  
beha l f  of the agr icu l tu re com m u n ity i n  deal i n g  wi th  
whether  i t  be c red i t ,  whether  it 's deal i n g  w i th  c ro p  
i n s u rance,  or  w h ether  i t ' s  dea l i n g  w i th  farm lands  p ro
tect i o n ;  whether  i n  fact, he h i mself  is g o i n g  to now 
take over the  control  of the  C rown corporat ions  
d i rect ly ,  a n d  t hose i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h ave been 
appo i nted to boards are merely f i g u re heads and  
representat ives of  the farm com m u n ity, he has i nd i 
cated ; or  whether they are  m o re rep resentative of the 
po l i t ica l  p h i l osophy that h e  h i mself  adheres to .  

So ,  I wou l d  hope,  M r. Cha i rman ,  that is not the case, 
but I do t h i nk it 's one area that I have some p retty 
major concerns;  that we u nderstan d  the po l icy d i rec
t i o n  that the farm com m u n ity want comes from the  
farm com m u n ity ,  not a part i c u lar  dogma that h e  as a 
M i n ister fee ls  is on ly  the way that is r ight  for the  farm 
people of M a n itoba.  We, M r. Cha i rman ,  w i l l  be watch
i n g  in any k i n d s  of act iv i t ies that w i l l  be tak i n g  p l ace.  I 
refer to th i s  i n  Genera l  A d m i n istrat ion because I 
bel ieve that's where the Deputy and  the ad m i n istra
t ive staff's wages fa l l  with i n .  

I wou l d  hope ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  there wou l d n 't b e  any 
major changes to weaken ,  I say ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  to 
weaken the pos i t ion of the farm com m u n ity in speak
i n g  wit h i n  a government that that truly have very l i tt le 
representat ion  in the farm com m u n ity. That, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  is of course, a p retty major concern to me 
as the Agr icu l tu re cr i t ic .  
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I h ave to say agai n ,  the M i n i ster has certa i n l y  made 
some com ments about the d ifficu l t ies that have 
p lagued the farm com m u n ity i n  the past few years. 
The fact that they've gone t h ro u g h  excessive weather  
cond i t ions  o r  n ot normal  weather  cond i t ions w i th  
extreme d ro u g h t  and  then other areas of the  prov i n ce 
that have had extrem e  f loodi n g  cond i t ions .  But  I 
g u ess ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  the maj o r  issue that the agri c u l 
t u re com m u n ity a r e  faced w i t h  today, and the M i n is
ter's Deputy and ad m i n i st rat ive staff have to be very 
m u c h  aware of and  keep p retty c lose contact w i th ,  
and that's the  d ay-to-day d i ff i c u l t ies that  the farm 
com m u n ity are fac i n g ,  part icu l a rl y  with the i n c reased 
cost of product ion  not o n l y  w i th  the i n terest charges 
but  the energy costs ,  w h i c h  I be l i eve very strong ly  a re 
g o i n g  to be one  of the  m ajor  costs, one of the m aj o r  
deterrents to cont i n u i n g  health wi th i n  the farm com
m u n ity.  I t h i n k  that has to be addressed and  certa i n ly 
the po l icy g u i d e l i nes w h i c h  a re estab l ished by h i s  · 

staff , the ad m i n istrat ion  are i n  tune  wi th .  
I don 't h ave any specif ic  f i g u res, but  I hope the  

M i n i ster i s  go ing  to be keepi ng very c lose contact w i th  
the farm com m u n ity when i t  comes to those n u m bers . 
of farmers w h o  are i n  extreme d iff i c u lty w i th  some of 
the f i nanc ia l  prob lems that t hey are g o i n g  to be 
faci n g .  

I h ave t o  aga i n  g o  back to m a k i n g  com ment ,  a n d  
I 've had one opport u n ity i n  the Capita l  Supp ly  B i l l ,  M r. 
C h a i rm a n ,  to refer to i t .  I do not  bel i eve, a n d  I ' l l  p u t  i t  
o n  t h e  record agai n ,  I do n ot be l i eve the I nterest Re l i ef 
P rog ram h as any m ea n ingfu l mean i n g  to s u p port the  
tota l  farm com m u n ity w i th  i nterest rel i ef to t hose p ro
d ucers,  M r. C h a i rm a n .  I wou l d  hope that they d o n 't 
cont inua l l y  t ry to m is lead wi th  propaganda  and p ress 
re leases, that t here is  a program there that w i l l  be of 
m ea n i ngfu l  h e l p  to those peop le  who are fac i n g  
extreme f inanc ia l  d i ff i c u l t ies w i t h  h i g h  i n terest rates, 
h i g h  energy  costs. Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  
be fa lse leaders h i p  o n  the  part o f  the  M i n ister a n d  t h i s  
g overnment  to ever i n d i cate to them that they are a b l e  
t o  h e l p  a l ot of the  f a r m  peop le  w i t h  the h i g h  costs of 
i nterest at t h i s  part i cu la r  t i m e .  I t 's an  overa l l  m aj o r  
p r o b l e m  t h a t  the agr icu l tu re com m u n ity a r e  fac i n g ,  
a n d  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  M i n ister may want t o  try to fool t h e  
peo p l e  that h e  has s u bstant ia l  funds,  he certa i n l y  i s  
not .  

I agai n g o  back to one of t h e  other cr i ter ia that  h e  
has referred t o ,  and  h i s  department ,  I ' m  s u re, h ave 
been part of development  of th i s ,  one of the cr i ter ia 
t h at has been u sed that you d o  not qua l ify for an 
i nterest re l ief p rog ram on  land i n c u rred debt .  Wel l ,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  you ' re g o i n g  to  l ose y o u r  farm today,  
t h e  f i rst t h i n g  that you wou l d  l ose wou l d  be the  p rop
e rty wh ich  you farmed on ,  or  in most cases that's w h at 
y o u  wou l d  l ose and you wou l d  be out  of b u s i n ess.  So ,  
aga i n ,  I t h i n k  the program has not been conceived as 
far  as a mean i ng f u l  prog ram to h e l p  t h e  farm 
com m u n ity. 

I have referred , M r. Cha i rman ,  to my thoug hts on 
the overa l l  a d m i n istrat ion  or  the departmental  report
i n g .  As I have i n d i cated to h i m  and w i l l  cont i n u e  to 
i nd i cate, I t h i n k  the department  h as been structu red , 
reorgan ized , d u r i n g  the past fou r  years so that it d oes 
h ave its system of report i n g  both ways so that the  
M i n i ster a n d  h i s  po l i c ies can be adm i n i stered to the  
farm peop le  and  that i n  fact the farm peop le  can ,  
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th rough  the system of the ad m i n i strat ion  that reports 
to h i m ,  get the i r  message back to h i m  and there i s  a 
responsive mechan ism i n  that part i cu la r  area.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou l d  h ave to say to the M i n i ster, 
who I 'm s u re hopefu l l y  i s  tak i n g  o n  his job in a 
respons ib le  way, that he i s  pr iv i l eged or g o i n g  to be 
pr iv i leged to work with one of the  m ost s i n cere and  
comm itted g roup  of peop le  i n  society today. The farm 
c o m m u n ity h ave been known to be the backbone of 
t h i s  p rov i n ce .  They're com m itted to feed i n g  n ot o n l y  
M a n itobans,  but  a l l  Canad ians ,  and  p rodu ce food for 
the  i nternat iona l  and world m arket.  They've done so, 
Mr.  C h a i rm a n ,  not only at t i m es when it 's been profit
ab le  but  when they've come u n d er extremely d i ff i cu l t  
per iods and that is  what I 've referred to t h at t hey're 
fac i n g  at t h i s  part i cu la r  t ime .  The o l d  say i n g  goes that 
"farmers l ive poor and  d i e  r i c h . "  I don ' t  s u bscr ibe to 
t h at ,  I don ' t  bel ieve that it shou ld  be that way, I t h i n k  
they s h o u l d  have every r ight  i n  society to enjoy t h e  
sam e  standard o f  l i v i n g  that everyon e  e lse does, and 
sti l l  be ab le  to ret i re i n  an  ad m i rab le  way. 

I t h i n k ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  it 's i mportant t h at the mech
an ism of work i n g  with the farm com m u n ity that has 
been estab l ished,  the d i rect ion  that the  ad m i n i st ra
t ion  has gone with the l ast fou r  years, that they h aven't 
been d i rected to work with any specif ic g ro u p  in the 
ag r icu l tu ra l  com m u n ity. I cons idered the  Department  
of  Agr icu l t u re resou rce peop le  to work w i th  a l l  the 
farm com m u n ity, to work w i th  the food p rocess i n g  
sector i n  a way i n  w h i c h  w a s  a t e a m  a p p roach .  I 
be l i eve that  the who le  c h a i n  of events, r i g h t  from the 
product ion ,  to processi n g ,  to transportat ion ,  to the 
consu m i ng wor ld h as to r u n  s m ooth ly .  I t  can n ot work 
very wel l u nder a confrontat ion i st-type system .  

A n d  o n e  o f  those exa m p l es o f  part ic u lar ly  h o w  it  
can't  work u nder a confrontat i o n ist type system was 
last fa l l ,  M r .  Cha i rman ,  when we saw the str i k e  at 
T h u nder  Bay; when we saw the  c h a i n  of movement of 
grain from the p ra i r ies t h ro u g h  T h u nder  Bay be ing  
d is rupted because a certa in  g ro u p  i n  soc iety took 
advantage of a system that is  ava i l a b l e  to them a n d ,  
Mr .  C h a i rm a n ,  I have to s a y  t h at t o o  many p eop le ,  a l l  
the  people o f  Man itoba, the farm com m u n ity a n d  
everyone e l s e  are v ict i m s  of that k i n d  o f  a s h u tdown 
and  i t  can n ot afford to be a l l owed to carry on .  I feel 
very strong ly  about that ,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  a n d  I ' m  s u re 
that the overa l l  efforts of the Department  of A g r i c u l
t u re s h o u l d  be d i rected to t ry and  d iscou rage that 
k i n d  of act iv ity. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou l d  say that I 've en joyed my 
work i n g  wi th  the staff that the M i n ister has  ava i lab le 
to h i m ,  that they were ded icated peop le .  I 'm s u re that 
if they g ive h i m  the same k i n d  of ded icated effort that 
was put  i nto our  ad m i n istrat i o n  he w i l l  be we l l  served . 

M r. Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister h as made some k i n d s  of 
referen ce to the fact that he has  dealt ,  speci f ica l l y  l ast 
week, with some of the new p rograms a n d  p o l ic ies 
that he's i n t roduced. My cr i t i c i s m  of h i m  wou l d  be that 
we h ave n ot seen any n ew o r  any po l i cy d i rect ion 
com i n g  from h i m .  He has a lso i nd i cated that  h e  h asn 't 
had t i m e  to g ive a f u l l  review of the  Est i m ate p rocess, 
or the Est i m ates that are before us. I h o pe as the 
M i n ister who i s  respon s i b l e  for i ntrod u c i n g  of  the 
Est i mates, that he does f u l l y  s u p port w h at he's lay ing 
before us .  I wou l d  hope that we wi l l  be ab le  to h ave a l l  
o u r  mem bers, who the  majority of them are tru ly 
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either rep resentat ive of the fa rm com m u n ity or speak 
for a l a rge sect i o n  of M a n i toba ,  part i c i pate in the 
Agr icu l tura l  Est i mates. I ' m  s u re that their  i n put  wi l l  
hopef u l l y  b e  h e l pfu l to n ot o n l y  the M i n ister but  h i s  
department  and  i n  a mea n i ng f u l  w a y  h e l p  the overa l l  
d i rect ion that we feel a s  a party that the Department of 
Agr icu l tu re s h o u l d  go. 

So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I w i l l  aga i n  revert back to some of 
the i n i t ia l  q uest ions  that I had i n  t h i s  overa l l  genera l  
ad m i n i strat ion ,  a n d  hope that we can get o n  w i th  
some of the departmental  Est i mates. A n d  the spec i f ic  
q u est ion i s ,  d oes the M i n ister have any part icu la r  
i ntent i o n ,  or  any i ntent io n s  of mak ing  any changes to  
the departmenta l  structure,  the  overa l l  ad m i n i st rat ive 
staff, the peop le  who are i n vo lved i n  the roles that 
they're n ow perform i n g  i n  the fu ture? A n d  does he ,  o r  
does he not feel that the appo in tments t o  the boards 
that he has made, the changes that h e  made, that they 
tru ly  represent agr icu l ture and  are g o i n g  to g ive d i rec
t ions  to those C rown corporat ions ,  or d oes h e  as 
M i n i ster p lan  to g ive the d i rect ion  that the corporat ion  
shou ld  go? 

MR. U R U S K I :  Thank you , M r. Cha i rman ,  I apprec i ate 
t h e  com ments made by t h e  M e m ber  for A rt h u r, a n d  I 
w i l l  try a n d  deal  w i th  some of the  comments that he 
made. S pec i f ica l ly ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  deal i n g  wi th  the 
departmental  structure, I want to tel l the honourab le  
membe r  that there a re now d iscuss ions o n  the i r  way 
with i n  the department  dea l i n g  wi th  the organ izat ion  
of the department  and respons i b i l i t i es wi th i n  the 
department. The M i n ister k n ows the  p resent struct u re 
and  he k n ows that certa i n  respon s i b i l it i es by staff 
mem bers - and there are Assistant Deputy M i n isters 
who have h eavy respons i b i l i t ies i n  terms of the work
load, and in terms of the w h o l e  area of staff i ng  u nder  
certai n  people ,  a n d  l ess u nder other  Deputy M i n is
ters, or  Assistant Deputy M i n i sters. We are rev iew i n g  
that area o f  res p o n s i b i l ity to see whether or  not some 
sh ifts can be  made a n d  i m p roved u po n  in  terms of the 
l i n kages between the  departmental  centra l  staff, and  
the reg iona l  staff, a n d  the farm i n g  com m u n ity who we 
are u l t i m ately respons ib le  to. So we are look i n g  at 
some restruct u r i n g  i n  terms of the  work load of some 
peop le ,  but  that i s  st i l l  bei n g  d i sc u ssed and  there are 
no f i na l  dec is ions  made i n  that area. We haven't  made 
any f ina l  dec is ions. 

The m e m ber  made some spec i f ic  comments w i th  
respect to the board  and board  appo i ntments and  
changes i n  the board structure and  the  report i n g  of 
same. It i s  my hope ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  that the boards 
that we d o  appo int ,  and  the  M i n ister k n ows the struc
t u re of the depart ment ,  that the C rown agencies do 
report t h ro u g h  to the  M i n i ster d i rect l y. I t  i s  my hope 
that I ,  as M i n ister ,  w i l l  have a n  opport u n ity to pr ior ,  
and I 've tr ied to d o  th is ,  p r ior  to h av i n g  the boards take 
the i r  pos i t ion  i n  terms of the i r  ass ig ned respons i b i l i
t ies to have a d i scuss ion  w i th  them. They're br iefed by 
staff i n  terms of the i r  d ut ies a n d  the i r  leg is lat ive 
authority as to what the i r  d ut ies are, but  as wel l  I ,  of 
course, wou ld  want to,  as M i n ister ,  share some of m y  
concerns and my thoug hts as to how boards operate. 
The boards of d i rectors w i l l  cont i n u e  to make the  
day-to-day dec i s i o n s  based on  d iscuss ions  and d i a
logue between govern ment ,  but  the  u l t i mate dec is ion  
u lt i m ately has to rest wi th  the  M i n i ster based o n  the  

pol ic ies that  are  der ived u pon. Of cou rse, and  there 
s h o u l d  be cont i nued consu ltat ion  and deve lopment  
of pol i c i es whereby the boards shou ld  and  would  
want to reflect the t h i n k i n g  of the  govern ment and  not 
go off on the i r own way. 

I t h i n k  it wou l d  be a c o m p l ete aban d o n ment  of 
res pons i b i l i ty on  beha l f  of the M i n ister who wou ld  
say ,  you do as you p lease and  you ' re there and  we've 
appoi nted you and you can g o  off and make the deci
s ions that you want. I don ' t  i ntend to operate that way, 
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  but I do i ntend to share some of the 
fee l i n g  that I h ave in  certa i n  a reas and I wou l d  h ope 
that the board mem bers wou l d  in ret u rn say, we have 
some i d eas and  that there wou l d  be a cont i n ue d  d i a
logue i n  p rocess i n  terms of when the Board m e m bers 
get i nto the operat i o n. Some v iews u l t i mately change 
i n  terms of percept i o n  of how an organizat ion  or  a 
Crown agency s h o u l d  operate. One ,  s i tt i n g  o n  the 
s ide l ine  of that type of an operat ion ,  may see and  have 
an i m p ress i o n  that i t  wou l d  be p laus ib le  and des i rab le  
for that o rgan izat i o n  to move in  a certa i n  d i rectio n ,  
but  o n c e  y o u  g e t  i n  t here a n d  l ook  a t  the ad m i n i st ra
t ion  and see what is happe n i n g ,  one then has a better 
perspective and many t i mes,  o ne's v iews change o n ce 
he is i n ,  as one's v iews change o ne is i n  the pos i t ion  of 
power of be ing  a M i n ister vers u s  at t i mes, bei n g  on the 
opposite s ide  of t h i s  C h a m be r  in  terms of how o ne's 
views can change and how one's perspective can 
change on  d i fferent issues. 

M r. C h a i rm a n ,  the m e m ber  as wel l ,  raised the  issue 
of the major  prob lems i n  agri cu l tu re. We,  as a party 
and as a government ,  have recog n ized that the econ
omy over the l ast n u m ber  of years and  spec i f i ca l ly  i n  
the ag r icu l tu ra l  a reas has n ot been buoyant and  
farmers have been  i n  g reat d i ff i c u lty. We have argued 
very stro n g ly for c h a n ges i n  t h rust with the former 
ad m i n istrat ion ,  in  the  ways that governmenta l  po l i 
c ies and programs s h o u l d  go and  obv ious ly  we w i l l  be 
gett i n g  i nto d iscuss ion  areas o n  some of those spec if
ics later on. 

I want to i n d i cate spec i f ica l ly  to the h o n o u rab le  
m e m be r  that t here h ave been two major  th rusts and  
the mem ber i n d icated that there was  no po l icy  t h rust 
of t h i s  govern ment  i n  the per iod that we've been i n. 
We have a n n o u n ced a very m ajor  program of assis
tance to the beef i n d u stry in this p rov i nce. What I 
wou l d  ca l l  the f i ne-t u n i n g  of the  ad m i n i strat ive deta i l s  
h a v e  to be worked out  and  we w i l l  w a n t  to d o  f u rther  
consu ltat ions  wi th  producer g roups  as wel l  as the  
maj or  a n n o u n cement  i n  the ear ly part of t h e  year 
deal i n g  wi th  the i nterest rate prog ram. M r. Cha i rman ,  
I acknowledge - a n d  when  we made  the a n n o u n ce
ment  on the  program we sa id  t h at t h i s  was n ot g o i n g  
to solve a l l  t h e  i l l s. Th i s  was a one t i m e  l i m ited pro
g ram. In terms of who i t  w i l l  affect, M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  
terms o f  t h e  n u m be rs o u r  stat ist ics tel l u s ,  a t  l east 
those that we were s u p p l ied by FCC and other agen
c ies that m o re than  70 percent  of the farmers of M a n i
toba fa l l  w i th i n  those g u i d e l i nes and we d i d  not as h as 
been suggested by m e m bers at t i mes from the Oppo
s i t ion  i n d icat i n g  that you pro m ised that no one wou l d  
l ose the i r farms,  homes a n d  b u s i nesses, w e  i n d i cated 
d u r i n g  the campai g n  that i t  wou l d  be on  the acco u n t  
o f  h i g h  i n terest rates, M r. Cha i rman. 

W h i l e  we recog n ize that t h i s  p rogram i s  l i m ited a n d  
the n u m ber  o f  funds  a r e  l i m ited , there is  one port ion  
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of t h i s  program that w i l l  be of benefit  to us i n  govern
ment and hopefu l l y  i f  n eed be we can certa i n l y  fo l low 
up with respect to our l end i n g  p o l i c ies t h roug h  the  
MACC.  and i f  need be f u rther  leg is lat ive act ion  i f  that 
deemed be the govern ment  po l icy  at that po int  i n  
t ime ;  that is ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  the agr icu l tu ra l  sector. 

We w i l l  now be able to deter m i n e  o r  at l east f i n d  out  
the extent to w h i c h  farmers i n  Man itoba are in  severe 
f i nanc ia l  d i ff icu lty.  We can ta l k  a l l  we want in th i s  
House ,  but  there is nowhere i n  government  any stat is
t ics o r  any i nformat ion  ava i lab le  to u s  to say, yes, th i s  
sector  is  i n  t ro u b le ;  t h ese are the n u m bers and  t h i s  is  
the extent of the prob lem .  T h i s  exercise, i f  anyt h i n g ,  
wi l l  certa i n l y  g ive us  i nformat ion t o  t e l l  us  the problem 
is  m o re severe than  we ant ic i pated or  the p rob lem is  
not q u ite as severe. M y  own g u t  fee l i n g  and  I g ive t h at 
as s u c h .  my own person a l  fee l i n g ,  i s  that the  farmers 
of M a n itoba are i n  many areas q u ite i n  f i nanc ia l  d i ff i
c u l t y .  T h e re a re e x c e pt i o n s ,  M r . C h a i r m a n .  I 
ack n owledge i t .  - ( I n te rject ion) - The mem bers are 
agree i n g  with me,  M r. Cha i rman ,  we at l east d i d n ' t  go 
t h ro u g h  the process of lead i n g  up to the e l ect i o n  
i n d icat i n g  that everyt h i n g  i s  rosy; everyt h i n g  is  g o i n g  
t o  b e  f i n e .  W e  a r e  not say i n g  that as wel l r ight  now. 

Mr .  C h a i rman ,  the M e m ber for M o rr is  seem s  to be 
f labbergasted - I ' l l  use h is own word - o r  aston ished 
at m y  statement .  I f  h e  was in  th is  C h a m be r  in  1981, h e  
cou l d  have m a d e  u p  h i s  own m i n d  as to the pos i t ion o f  
h i s  m e m bers and  h i s  co l leagu es a s  to how they 
v iewed the economy of Man itoba and  part i c u l ar ly the  
ag r icu l tu ra l  economy.  

So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  wh i le  we read i l y  ad m i t  that the  
i nterest rate program is  not  the panacea to assist the  
ent i re ag r icu l tu ra l  i n dustry ,  but  we do i n d icate that 
there w i l l  be some mean i ngfu l  ass istance to peop le  
who are hardest h i t  w i th  respect to the r i s i n g  i n terest 
rates,  there is  no  way that any govern ments per se are 
able to  - I don't bel i eve that they even conte m p l ated 
ass is tance ;  in fact ,  t h e i r  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  t h ey 
a n n o u nced a week before the e n d  of the e lect i o n  
deal i ng w i th  homeowners'  i nterest rates, one can cer
tai n l y  lead i nto a l ot of commentary on t h e  merits of 
that k i n d  of a p rogram.  I don 't bel i eve that t here was 
any deta i led ana lys is  d o n e  by the former ad m i n i st ra
t i o n  in terms of the extent of t h e  prob lems that 
homeowners and other people  i n  society face. 

We w i l l  have a better h a n d l e  at l east in the agr icu l tu
ra l  area h ow we shou ld  determ i n e  and  change our  
len d i n g  po l ic ies and to make s u re that the  f i nanc ia l  
i nst i tut ions i n  the Prov i nce of M a n i toba are  i n  fact as  
su pport ive as  we have  been  led to be l i eve; that they 
wi l l  cont i n u e  to carry the  farm i n d u stry i n  t i mes of 
d istress; that they are n ot p u l l i n g  t h e  p i n  on farmers i n  
Man i toba; that they w i l l  b e  l i v i n g  u p  t o  t h e i r  o b l iga
t ions and not forec los ing  on  the farmers in Man itoba;  
t h at they w i l l  carry them t h ro u g h  these hard t i mes. M r. 
Cha i rman ,  th i s  w i l l  be certa i n l y  an exerc ise that we 
wi l l  be ab le  to assist some farmers and  by havi n g  o u r  
staff peop le  i nvolved w i t h  peop le  i n  f i nanc ia l  d i ff i 
cu l ty ,  we may be able to g ive them the  best advice i n  
management expert ise that the department  has i n  the  
f ie ld  and to be ab le  to assist those  farmers i n  m a k i n g  
s o m e  management dec is ions i n  rev iewi n g  where 
they're rea l ly  at i n  terms of the i r  total operat ions .  

M r .  Cha i rman,  I bel ieve that  the exerc ise .  wh i le  we 
have said that i t ' s  not go ing to so lve a l l  the  i l ls ,  i t  w i l l  

certa i n l y  g ive us  a w i n dow and a p ic ture o f  the extent 
of the d i ff i cu l t ies that many peop le  face in agri c u l t u re.  

Wi th  respect to some d i fferent i n c reased costs that 
farmers are fac i n g  a n d  the  m e m be r  ment ioned them,  
t here i s  no  d o u bt that the agr icu l t u ra l  sector i s  one of  
the  m ost v u l nerable i n  society i n  that they have yet to  
u t i l ize the i r  co l l ect ive m uscle to  be ab le  to make s u re 
that they receive adequate s u p po rt a n d  adeq u ate 
rem u nerat ion  from the marketplace to make s u re that 
those costs that  t h ey h ave to i n c u r  are met and  that 
agri c u l t u re i n  M a n itoba can p rosper and  cont i n u e  to 
f lour i sh  i n  a reasonab le  way and  t h at we can look 
forward wi th i n  Man itoba to a steady,  cons istent ,  and  a 
stab le  g rowth i n  agr icu l tu re and  that peop le  i n  the 
r u ra l  areas w i l l ,  to t h e  best poss ib le  way ,  reta in  the i r  
l i ve l i hoods a n d  the i r  desi red l i festyl e  as best we can  
and best they can .  We w i l l  t ry  and  m o l d  o u r  pol i c i es 
that we deve lop over the next months and  years ahead 
to encourage and a l l ow the fam i l y  farm to stay opt ion 
to be a t h rust of th is  ad m i n i strat i o n  to a l l ow you n g  
peop le  agai n i nto t h e  farm i n g  area, s o  that agri c u l t u re 
is ma i nta ined a N o .  1 i nd u stry i n  t h i s  p rov i n ce .  

M R .  DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I t hank  the  M i n i ster for 
his comments on  the  overa l l  general  l ayout of the 
department .  H e  h as i n d i cated that h e  is  revi ew i n g  it 
and h e  d oes h ave some changes p l a n ned for  i t .  He is  
i n d i cat i n g  that n ot n ecessar i l y  may be the case, h ow
ever, h e  i s  l o o k i n g  at the overa l l  layout of the board. 
Does he have any  m aj o r  changes o r  any  plans to 
change  the ad m i n i st rative staff that i s  e m p l oyed by 
h i m ;  any m aj o r  s h i fts or  moves of peop le  who are now 
in  the  adm i n i st rat ive roles wi th i n  th is  sect i o n  of the  
department? 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  when one deals with 
reorgan izat i o n  and any changes,  there from t ime to 
t i m e  w i l l  l i ke ly  and m ay be d i fferent dut ies ass igned to 
staff in terms of - but when the m e m ber  ment ions  
anyt h i n g  major ,  I rea l l y  don 't foresee at  the present 
t i m e  that there w i l l  be any major s h i fts, but  there w i l l  
b e ,  and  the d i scuss ions  are g o i n g  o n  i n  terms o f  staff 
du t ies and respons i b i li t i es that are be i n g  looked at 
t here. But  whenever there is reorg a n izat ion  of any 
m a g n i tude ,  t he re w i l l  be some reass i g n ment of du t ies 
and changes of respons i b i l i t ies .  
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M R .  DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  t here was the pos i t ion  
of Associate Deputy M i n i ster that I be l ieve became 
vacan t  as of the e n d  of Decem ber. Has the M i n ister, or  
i s  the  M i n ister going to cont i n u e  to carry that posi
t ion? Has h e  f i l led i t ,  o r  what i s  t h e  statu s  of the 
Associate Deputy M i n ister of Agr icu l tu re? 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. C h a i rman ,  that pos i t ion has n ot 
been f i l led at t h i s  po int  i n  t i m e  arid because there i s  a 
vacancy,  that 's the  reason for the p rocess n ow to look 
at poss i b l e  reorg a n izat iona l  c h an g es w it h i n  the  
department .  

MR. DOWNEY:  M r. Cha i rman ,  I would h o pe that 
when  the M i n ister m akes h i s  dec i s i o n ,  if i t 's w i t h i n  t h e  
t i m e  that the H ouse is  s itt i n g ,  that he wou l d  t a b l e  any 
p ro posed changes or  any new ad m i n istrative changes 
that are with i n  the  department before the House so we 
are aware of who i s  carry i n g  out  the d i fferent respon-
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s i b i l i t ies and the pos i t ions  that are ava i lab le . 
I h ave some ser ious concerns ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  when 

the M i n ister conf i rms one  of t h e  concerns  that I h ave 
had i n  the last few weeks w i th  the rep l acement of a l ot 
of top q u a l ity ag r icu l tu re peop le  who h ave been 
mem bers of our boards and  com m iss ions ,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  not to say that the new m e m bers aren't  q u a l i f ied  
peop le ,  I 'm  not i n d i cati n g  that at  a l l .  I wou l d  not want  
them to fee l  that I ' m  mak i n g  t h ose k i nds  of c o m ments , 
but  I wou l d  l i ke to i n d icate to those m e m bers,  w h o  
were on  the boards and  c o m m iss ions ,  and  we are 
fort u n ate to have an i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  now a m e m ber  
of the Leg is lat ive Asse m b l y  a n d  poss i b ly  m o re,  but  
the one that comes to m ind  i s  o u r  new M e m ber for  
Morr is  who acted , I th ink ,  i n  a n o n part isan and  in  a 
very effective way as the C ha i rman of the  N at u ra l  
Prod u cts Market i n g  C o u n c i l ,  as wel l as many other 
peop le  t h ro u g h out the agri c u l t u re com m u n ity ,  Mr .  
C h a i r m a n ,  who put  in  a l ot of t ime a n d  a lot of effort  to 
service the d i fferent Crown corporat ions  and com m it
tees that they worked o n ;  not ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  for the  
top do l lar ,  that one m i g h t  have  expected , but  I 'm  s u re 
for the com m itment that we've seen carr ied out  i n  
agri cu l tu re i n  general. 

We d i d n ' t  see the cha i rmen of o u r  d i fferent boards 
and comm iss ions d raw i n g  the  same k i n d s  of per 
d iems or returns  that some part i c u l a r  peop le  maybe i n  
the legal profession or  other  profess ions  wou ld  expect, 
however, poss i b l y  carry i n g  out j ust as equa l ly  i m por
tant d ut ies wi th i n  the farm com m u n ity. There was a lot 
of h a rd t i m e  and effort put i nto work i n g  with agr icu l 
t u re ,  but  I have some serio u s  concerns ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  
when the  M i n ister i s  i n d icat i n g  that  h e  now expects to  
become a p retty major  part of  t h e  overa l l  po l icy  d i rec
t ion of these boards a n d  com m iss ions .  I know that 
t here is a re l at i o n s h i p ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  and  t h ro u g h  the 
consu ltat ion  of the M i n i ster a n d  those boards and 
com m iss ions  that that i s  a norma l  p rocess of d i scus
s ion  and  development  of po l i cy .  The  recommenda
t ions as he i n d icates go to the M i n i ster .  

I d o  have some concerns t h o u g h ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  
there i s  an over-e m phasis  c o m i n g  from the  M i n iste r to 
those boards and  c o m m iss ions  that may f ly  d i rect l y  i n  
t h e  face o f  t h e  overa l l  corporat ion  that those peop le  
are  act i n g  as boards of d i rectors or  i n  t h e i r  pos i t ions .  
That ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  w i l l  be in  the best 
i nterest of the overa l l  democrat ic system or  the 
appoi n t i n g  of board system that  works wit h i n  g ov
ern ment and  i f  the M i n i ster's tel l i n g  me that he's g o i n g  
to becom e  over ly exerc i sed and  i nvolved i n  the  d i rec
t ion of these corporat ions  or  these part icu lar  resou rce 
mechan isms  for the farm com m u n ity ,  then I h ave 
some ser ious concerns because there are dec is ions  
w h i c h  may have to be made by the  M a n itoba Market
i n g  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  he h i msel f  has i n d i cated some 
t ime ago that h e  doesn ' t  feel as a M i n ister that h e  
s h o u l d  g e t  i nvolved i n .  Now,  h e ' s  te l l i n g  us ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  the very opposi te .  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  he's ta lk
ing about the very opposite,  that he's now say i n g  that 
he is g o i n g  to get i nvolved i n  the  dec is ions  that are 
made by the boards and c o m m iss ions  that are i n  
p lace wi th i n  t h e  Department  o f  Agr icu l tu re .  He  can 't 
have it both ways, M r. C h a i r m a n ;  he 's e i ther  g o i n g  to 
let the system work on  i ts  own and be a part of the  
overa l l  s u pe rv isory type natu re that has to  take  p l ace,  
or  . .  h e  j ust can 't have i t  both ways. 

· 

I aga i n  go back and say, M r. Cha i rman ,  i t 's  a rea l 
concern that I have that if he overly d o m i n ates , then 
the system i sn 't go ing  to work in  the best i nterests of  
ag r icu l tu re because I th ink  boards and  comm iss ions 
are appoi nted to d o  t h e i r  job .  I f  they can ' t  ag ree, then  
he s h o u l d  e i ther  rep lace the board o r  com m iss i o n ,  or  
he h i mse l f  shou ld  let somebody else take  over  the job  
as  the M i n ister, M r. Cha i rman . However, I t h i n k  it 's 
i m portant that system be a l lowed to work effect ively 
for the farm com m u n ity.  I 'm putt i n g  on  the record ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  I have some concerns because past expe
rience h as shown ,  part icu lar ly  with the M a n itoba 
Agr icu l tu ra l  C red i t  Corporat i o n ,  where some of the i r  
board appoi ntments h ave d i rected the corporat ion ,  
not i n  the  best i nterests of  the genera l  fa rm com m u n 
ity,  but  i t  m a d e  specif ic  d i rectives to the corporat ion  
to ,  i n  fact, d o  th i ngs  that may p lay specia l  favo u r  to  
some part i c u l a r  person .  I don ' t  th ink ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  
that i s  i n  the best i nterests of the  farm com m u n ity.  

Mr.  Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister again has referred to the 
i n terest rate re l i ef assistance or  emergency i nterest 
rate assistan ce progra m .  He's now say i n g  that they 
don 't bel i eve or he doesn't be l ieve that they made a 
comm itment to the farm com m u n ity.  

Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I w i l l  refer to, agai n ,  some of the 
materia l  that was d i str i buted pr ior  to the e lect i o n ,  that 
an N O P  Govern ment  wou ld  take act ion  to p revent  the 
loss of homes,  farms,  and smal l  bus i ness due to 
abnormal ly  h i g h  i nterest rates .  M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  
everyone i s  i n  danger  o f  l os i n g  t h e i r  h o m es ,  farms,  
and  b u s i n esses due to h igh i nterest rates i f  we don 't 
see some rel ief i n  the overa l l  p ictu re i n  the near fu ture .  
That i s ,  of course, not with i n  h is  respons i b i l i ty tota l l y ,  
but  the po int  I want  to make  i s  tha t  why wou l d  they 
i n d i cate that very po int  if they knew they d i d n ' t  have 
the i n f l uence that they thought  they may have and the 
p icture has certa i n ly changed as far  as  h e  i s  con
cerned . The bas is  from wh ich ,  I t h i n k ,  i t 's a lso a n  a rea 
that I h ave some major concerns and it's a spec i f ic  
area that  I t h i n k  i t 's  i m portant that the M i n ister a n d  h is  
ad m i n i strative staff cont i n u e  to work,  and work I t h i n k  
effect ive ly ,  i f  they c a n  and  that's i n  t h e  i nf l u e n c i n g  of 
the Federal Government  or  pol i c ies wh ich  t here is an 
i nter- re lat ionsh ip .  

We a l l  a re p retty m u c h  aware of  the fact t h at the 
majority of o u r  ag r icu l tu ra l  issues or  commod it ies are 
produced on a nat iona l  bas i s ;  that there has to be a 
good work i n g  re l at ionsh ip  between the ad m i n istra
t ive staff of both the  Department  of Agr icu l tu re w i t h i n  
the  prov i nce and a t  the federal  leve l .  A g o o d  examp le  
o f  when that d i d n 't work very wel l - I don 't m i n d  
say i n g  that I ' l l  p o i n t  i t  o u t  - and that was w h e n  we 
saw the d isasterous  d ro u g ht p rogram that was i nt ro
d u ced by the Federal Govern ment  and lack of consu l 
tat ion  and work  wi th  the p rov inc ia l  departments .  I 
k now that some of the  ad m i n i st rative staffs of both 
were p u l l i n g  t h e i r  h a i r  out .  I wou ld  hope t h at the 
M i n i ster's staff - maybe he cou ld  report what k i n d  of 
a mechan i s m  that he has estab l ished to make s u re 
that there is a good d i a l o g u e  of what is happen i n g  at 
both leve ls .  

I have to say that I am somewhat concerned when 
we see the a n n o u ncement made recent ly by t h e  M i n
ister of A g r i c u l t u re on the beef s u pport program that 
does n ot c l ear ly  state what he expects of the Federal  
Govern ment .  I wou l d  a l m ost consider i t  Fed bas h i n g  
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what he has sa id ,  that they haven 't carried out  the i r  
respon s i b i l i t ies and t h ey fe l t  that  they had to m ove 
with a progra m .  

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be h e l p f u l  to t h e  
com m ittee that a r e  here and  part icu lar ly the beef p ro
d u cers of th i s  p rovi nce,  h as he had a d ia logue wi th  t h e  
Federeal M i n i ster o f  Agr icu l tu re? A re h i s  thoug hts 
that h e  is  now i nt rod u c i n g  wi th  a program to black
mai l  the farm com m u n ity,  and I use that word,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  i nto a market i n g  board concept for t h e  
beef p ro d u cers.  The b i g  h o o k s  that a r e  i n  t h at p ro
gram, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I would h ave to say t h at I t h i n k  
that t here w i l l  be m a n y  many beef prod ucers that w i l l  
look pretty wari ly  a t  that program that h e  h a s  i nt ro
d u ced to the beef i n d u st ry as the answer to the ongo
i n g  stab i l ity of any i n d u st ry.  

S u rely to good n ess,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the M i n i ster 
learned his lesson with the program that h e  was 
i nvo lved with d u ri n g  t hose years of a Beef I ncome · 
Assu ran ce Prog ram .  I g u ess the real q u est ion has to 
be asked because he's now i n d icat i n g  h e  doesn't  
m i nd gett i n g  i nvolved  in the o perat ion  of the  Crown 
corporat ions  or  the d i rectives that are g iven there.  
The p rogram that he's i ntrod uced is  now sayi n g  to the 
beef i n d u st ry ,  we want to be hands o n ;  we t h i n k  we 
can h i re peop le  w i th i n  the Department  of Agr icu l tu re 
to d i rect how you s h o u l d  m arket your  l ivestock.  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  we see the  M i n ister has i ntrod u ced a p ro
gram where it's taken t h e  management  dec is ion  away 
from the beef i n dustry.  You k n ow,  he's a l m ost i nt ro
d u c i n g  a program a n d  i ntrod u c i n g  i t  u n der some
what,  I wou l d n 't ca l l it false leaders h i p ,  but  I h ave 
some rea l  concerns when  he says that he's i nt ro d u c
i n g  it to h e l p  the  cow-calf producers of the  Prov i nce of 
Man i toba.  I n  the  n ext sentence he says, but  as soon as 
you enter the p rogram ,  you no l o nger are a cow-calf 
prod u cer and, as s u c h ,  that k i n d  of a bus iness opera
tor .  N o w  that you ' re i n  t h e  progra m ,  that you h ave to 
turn from bei n g  a cow-calf prod ucer,  even thou g h ,  
Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  the  farmer h i mself ,  h e  or  s h e ,  m ay be 
able to in the fall of the year se l l  t hat cow o r  to sell t hat 
calf ,  that stocker a n i m a l ,  a n d  m ake a prof i t .  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  the  M i n ister is tak i n g  for g ranted,  has sa id 
i m med iately that  you n o  longer can q u a l ify i f  you ' re 
g o i n g  to be a cow-calf producer. You 've got to change 
you r  who le  operat i o n ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  a n d  he h as 
taken for g ranted t h at there is a treme n d o us profit  i n  
t h e  f i n i s h i n g  o f  beef catt le .  

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the M i n i ster is  i m med i ately tel l i n g  us 
that now,  as a cow-calf man,  I can n o  longer be a 
cow-calf  m a n  to get s u p po rt from t h i s  progra m .  I 
can 't ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  t h i n k  anyt h i n g  other than  the 
fact t hat he as a M i n i ster now wants to get  i n vo lved in  
the manag ment  dec is ions  of the  beef i n d ustry, not 
o n ly as far as the product ion is concerned , but  as far 
as the marketi n g  is concerned he's n ow go i n g  to force 
them to use a c o m m iss ion .  P l u s , M r. C h a i rman ,  and 
th is  i s  the  rea l  hooker ,  h e  is  ask i n g  the  l i vestock pro
du cers to ant i -up 4 to 8 percent of the i r  g ross i n come 
for the next s ix  years .  To do  what ,  M r. Cha i rman?  To 
pay that m oney back to them,  M r. C h a i rman .  -
( I n terject ion) - M r. C h a i rman ,  the  M i n i ster says how 
about  the hog prod u cers? 

Mr. Cha i rman ,  I ' l l  get i nto the hog p rod ucers in a 
m i n ute and the  who le  i nd u stry .  That ,  M r. Cha i rman,  is  
d i rected by a hog prod ucer co m mittee on  their  own; 
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that wasn't i nt rod uced with a lot of pol i t ica l  fanfare. 
No, t h at was put in p lace with a g rant ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  a 
g rant  of $5 m i l l io n .  Yes, M r. Cha i rman ,  a n d  the p ro
d u cers can r u n  it on the i r  own .  If they don ' t  want to 
part i c i pate, t hat's f i ne  but, M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  we've 
got a who le  d i fferent ba i l iw ick  that we were seei n g  for 
the beef i n d ustry .  - ( I n terject ion) - Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  I ' l l  po in t  out  to the M i n i ster what's d i fferent ,  but  I 
t h i n k  that as far as the  overa l l  beef p rodu cers are 
concerned ,  that the i r  concerns a re m o re at t h i s  par
t i c u l a r  t i m e .  The  fact that whether  you ' re a cow-calf 
producer, whether your a stocker prod ucer or whether 
you ' re a f i n i s h i n g  p ro d u cer that you shou ld  q u a l ify for 
a program, not to force and change arou n d .  

W e  d i dn ' t  t e l l  the  wean l i n g  producers that they h ad 
to become f i n i shers of hogs .  There was a S u pport 
Program for t h e  wean l i n g  p i g  prod u cers.  T here was a 
prog ram a n d  t h ey got some payou t  retroactively ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n .  We d i d n ' t  te l l  them they had to become 
f i n i shers of pork .  The M i n ister can make a l l  the fu n ny 
faces he l i kes,  that 's true,  the hog p roducers k now 
that it's the i r  program. 

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I have some deep concerns that over 
a s ix-year per iod we are going to h ave a program that 
is of n o  mea n i n g  today; that it has po l i t i ca l  d es igns  on  
i t  o r  des ig n s  t h at the  M i n i ster h as to change  the  who le  
i n d u st ry;  a n d  I h ave to say the  M i n ister is  somewhat 
i ncons istent .  There is a total lack of cons istency wi th  
the po l icy of th is  M i n ister of Agri c u l t u re because, and  
I h ave n o  p ro b l e m  w i th  th is ,  because we k n ow t h at 
t here h ave been benefits t h ro u g h  a s u bs i d ized fre i g h t  
rate o n  g ra i n ,  M r. Cha i rman .  Wel l ,  M r .  C h a i rman ,  i f  he 
feel s  t h at the  best  way to s u p port the  gra in  i n d u st ry is  
through a transportat ion  s u bs idy ,  why d i d n ' t  h e  i nt ro
duce  a s u bs idy  to transport f i n ished beef out  of t h i s  
prov i n ce? Why d i d n ' t  h e  i ntrod uce a program to s u b
s id ize the transportat ion of stock or catt le  out  of th i s  
p rog ram ?  Where is  th i s  consistency, Mr .  Cha i rman?  I 
t h i n k  he's g o i n g  to f i n d  h i mself  c ross i n g  h i s  own 
sword . He's g o i n g  to f ind out that he's in  a quandary 
that's g o i n g  to be very d i ffi cu l t  for h i m  to g et out  of .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  probably some of my col
leag u es may h ave some com ments to m a ke, but I 
wanted to make  s u re that he d oes g ive t h e  boards and  
c o m m iss ions t h e  chance to o perate i n  t h e  way i n  
w h i c h  they are s u p posed t o  operate; t h at the  staff a re 
a l lowed to - somet h i n g  that they weren't  a l l owed to 
do i n  the i r  p rev ious  e ight  years - operate and s u p
port ,  the resou rce people to the  total farm com m u n ity, 
that they aren ' t  d i rected to a specif ic g ro u p  in society 
i n  say i n g  that you can ' t  ta l k  to t h e  progress i ve 
farmers,  or peo p l e  who are d o i n g  wel l ,  but  that they're 
ab le  to com m u n i cate w i th  the  total i n du stry and be a 
s u pportive team to that total i n d ustry. 

Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  poss i bly my co l leag u es may h ave 
some c o m m ents a n d  I w i l l  y ie ld  the f loor to them.  

MR. CHAIRMAN:  The Honourable M e m ber for Morr is .  

MR. MANNESS: Thank  you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  
I ' d  l i ke j u st to make a cou p le  o f  genera l  comments 

and I wou l d  probab ly  l i ke to ask some specif ic  q u es
t ions  w h i c h  m ay or m ay n ot relate to the  p lan n i ng 
area, if they come i n  another area you w i l l  let me k n ow 
I ' m  s u re, Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  

I s u p p ose as a n ew m e m ber watc h i n g  a new M i n is-
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ter  i n  a c t i o n ,  o n e  g a i n s  c e rt a i n  i m press i o n s. 
- ( I nterject ion)- That's r i gh t  and  it leaves a depres
s ion  somet i m es. Good l i n e, c o l league from A rt h u r. I 
t h i n k  one of the t h i ngs  that has struck me f i rst ly has to 
do with the M i n i ster's concern with the genera l  farm 
com m u n ity as a whole in the i ncome s i tuat ion or  posi
t ion  that they n ow f ind themselves. I don ' t  want, and  I 
k now we won't  get o n  to any C row rate issue a l thoug h 
everyt i m e  I ask a q uest i o n  of the  mem bers i n  t h e  
House o n  agri c u l t u re t h a t  s e e m s  to be t h rown back, 
so hopef u l ly the M i n ister won 't do that in t h i s  part i cu
la r  occas i o n. But ,  I guess I wou l d  wonder, h ow a 
M i n ister represent i n g  some 30,000 Man itoba farmers, 
or  maybe there are more - I am wonder i n g  what 
pos i t ion  h e  takes in Cab i net when h e  sees oth e r  
mem bers wit h i n  that Treasu ry Bench p u s h i n g  for
ward proposals that w i l l  see m ajor  i n c reases i n  prop
erty taxat i o n, not for one year but  for m any years to 
come when we know that we're in a bas i c  downturn  i n  
t h i s  who le  i n d u stry. I a m  c u ri o u s  a s  t o  how h e  reacts 
in those s i tuat ions and to what degree he represents 
t ru ly, the farm ru ral thought. So, he may want to 
comment on  that. 

As far as h i s  f u rther  com ments on the I nterest Re l i ef 
Program and  how it wou l d  prov ide  a w i ndow i nto the  
genera l  wel l -bei n g  of  the farm com m u n ity - ( I nter
ject ion) - that's r ight ,  wel l the genera l  wel l -be i n g, i t  
may or m ay n ot p rov ide but  he 's i n d i cated that at least 
i t  m ay afford an  opport u n ity for the g overn ment  a n d  
f o r  every body to h ave a better u n derstan d i n g  i n  a n  
econ o m i c  n u m ber sense, i n  an account i ng  sense a s  t o  
h o w  o u r  general  farm com m u n ity i s  d o i n g. I wonder  
about a com ment  l i ke that ;  that says to me that m aybe 
the M i n ister h i mself  doesn't  bel i eve that t here i s  a 
prob lem out  i n  the farm ; t hat some of the horror sto
r ies that we hear of banks forec los ing  and of c red i t  
u n ions  bei n g  terr ib ly  concerned ;  maybe t hey are 
noth i n g  more then stories and  t h at they h ave n o  va l id
ity. T h at concerns m e  because as the M i n ister has to 
be aware and i f  h e  i s n 't I g u ess I ' m  d i s i l l us ioned a l i t t le  
b i t  w i th  w he re he's been and w h at he's been d o i n g  i n  
h i s  four  months  i n  that m i n istry because t here are 
t remendous  p rob lems out  there and we know that the  
pos i t ion  i s  o n l y  go i n g  to deter iorate over the n ext l i t t le 
w h i l e . I mean,  w i th  the costs i ncreas i n g  l i ke they are 
and w i th  g ra i n pr ices d i m i n i s h i n g  in va lue, the s i tua
t ion can o n l y  becom e  worse. 

I a lso p icked u p  on the  M i n i ster's comment  that 
they ' re g o i n g  to ass ist farmers wi th  management 
dec is ions and  I know th is  was tr ied ear ly 70's  and  I ' m  
n ot g o i n g  t o  make a p h i losph ica l  statement o u t  o f  th i s, 
I probably c o u l d  but  I ' m  wonder i n g  what he 's rea l l y  
gett i n g  a t?  I s  h e  say i n g  t h at i n  fact, that many farmers 
are poor m a n agers and that t h e i r  s i tuat ions c o u l d  be 
t u rned aro u n d  i f  in fact, somebody was there to g u i de 
them. I wou l d  l i ke h i m  to expa n d  on that part i cu la r  l i ne 
of comment that he gave us because I t h i n k  he owes 
an exp lanat ion  to the com m u n ity as a who le, t h e farm 
com m u n ity to deter m i n e  whether in fact he cons iders 
part of the desperate p ro b l e m  we f i n d  ou rselves i n  
now is  because o f  poor management. 

Then, he ta l ks  about  t h e  fam i l y  farm concept and  I 
j ust want to agai n make o n e  comment  that - of 
course the N O P  has no monopo ly  whatsoever wi th  
the fam i l y  farm con cept; a n d  I t h i n k  i f  there:s anyt h i n g  
that h a s  d istu rbed m e  i s  t h ese com ments that keep 
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com i n g  from the  other s ide  that you ' re t h e  g reat pro
tectors of the fam i ly farm concept. Wel l, let the record 
be stra i g ht as to who endorses the fam i l y  farm 
concept. 

Now spec i f ica l ly  to I tem 1. ( b) P lan n i n g  a n d  Man
agement - and to do specif ica l ly wi th  boards, I wou l d  
l i ke to a s k  the M i n ister specif ica l ly  what cr i ter ia h e  
uses to c h a n g e  boards and before I g ive h i m  an  o ppor
tun ity to answer, I ask that - he may t h i n k  facet ious ly  
- b u t  i t 's  n ot because I 've been  on  o n e  of these 
boards and  I d o n 't k now h ow many mem bers of t h i s  
H o u s e  h ave b e e n  but  I w a n t  t o  te l l you t h a t  I rea l ize o f  
cou rse t here's a major po l i t i ca l  part t o  p l a y  a n d  w h e n  
changes o f  govern ments c o m e  about that there are 
changes. I 'm wonder i n g  i f  in t h i s  M i n i ster 's m i n d  
they're str ict ly because o f  some p h i losophy w h i c h  h e  
t h i n k s  i s  d i fferent from t h e  peop le  that are s i tt i n g  o n  
that board,  or  i s  i t  because o f  s o m e  persona l ity d is
pute he k n ows that he wou l d  have or has had with 
i n d iv idua l s  on  the board. I g u ess the q uest i o n  I ' m  
ask i ng ,  i s  there a n y  room whatsoever t o  m a i ntai n ,  
regard l ess o f  w h o  o r  what that person bel ieves i n  
pol i t i ca l ly ,  t o  keep o n  that board a very o bj ect ive per
son, someone who can make a very good contr i b ut ion  
to  agr i cu l tu re ,  i f  for  no  other  sake  than  for  cont i n u ity? 
I wou l d  l i ke to hear the  M i n ister expand o n  th is part ic
ular area i f  I cou ld. 

M R .  U R USKI :  Thank  you, M r. Cha i rman. F i rst of a l l, 
I ' d  l i ke to deal  w i th  some of the com ments of both 
mem bers, the M e m ber  for A rth u r  and the M e m ber for 
Morr is  deal i n g  with boards and com m iss ions. M aybe 
the m e m bers d on 't accept t h i s, but  there s h o u l d  be a 
l i a ison and  an open-door relat io n s h i p  betwee n  the  
boards that a M i n ister and the government  appo int  
and the M i n ister respons ib le  for them,  a n d  there 
Maybe I d i dn ' t  q u ite e laborate on the d i fference 
between the var ious boards and C rown agenc ies. 
There are the reg u l atory boards wh ich  are c o m p letely 
d i fferent from the C rown agencies w h i c h  ad m i n ister 
po l i c ies and p rograms of govern ments. The reg u la
tory boards are com p l etely d i fferent in n at u re.  They 
have the i r  statutory author i t ies whereby they deal  
with specif ic a ppeals, e i ther  these market i n g  boards, 
or appeals, or i nvest igat ions as a resu l t  of the author
ity t h at is i nvested i n  those boards. Those boards have 
the i r  own funct ion  a n d  the dec is ions  that they make 
or reco m mendat ions  that t hey make to the  g overn
m ent, then the  government  has to either accept or  
reject t hose recom mendat ions and those boards per
form a fu nct ion  there. 

With  respect to the other areas spec i f ica l l y, for 
exa m p l e, deal i n g  wi th  the C rown agencies, with the 
po l icy and  program de l i very boards ,  t here I be l i eve 
that the govern ment rea l ly  has a role to p lay and the 
M i n i ster who i s  respons ib le  for those areas s h o u l d  be 
i n  a pos i t ion  to be ab le  to make h is  v iews known in  
terms of what h e  fee ls  the general th rust s h o u l d  be, 
and the  board mem bers in return  cou ld  say, "Yes, M r. 
M i n i ster we ag ree w i th  you, or we don't  ag ree with 
you. Here's w here we recom mend that any po l i cy 
changes i n  the d i rect ion  of o u r  agency s h o u l d  go." 
And the M i n i ster then i s  put  in a pos i t ion  of e i ther  
accept i n g  those recom mendat ions, or  as the M e m ber  
for A rt h u r  sa id ,  he has to make u p  h i s  m ind whether he 
shou ld  repl ace that board. 
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With  respect to hav ing  it both ways, Mr .  C h a i rman,  
the mem ber sa id  we can 't h ave i t  both ways about  
rep lac ing  mem bers on  the var ious boards and  the  
government  chang ing  the mem bers h i p  and the com
posit i o n  of t hese boards. Today we heard, and  I 'm not  
su re, maybe I m is i nterpreted the member's com
ments,  but  i t  appeared to me they were c o m p l ai n i n g  
about that w e  were ho l us-bo l u s  f i r i ng  board m e m be rs, 
Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  I h ave to say to the  h o n o u ra b l e  
mem bers t h at I h ave a s  a M i n ister, m e t  wi th  s o m e  o f  
the  boards that y o u  have and  I have perso n a l l y  
t h a n ked them, because I rea l ize i t  i s  a t h a n k l ess j o b  
w h e n  c i t izens o f  M a n itoba do take on  the  ro l e  a n d  t h e  
activ i ty of be i n g  i nvolved i n  these boards, and f o r  t h e i r  
w o r k  and  t h e i r  perseverence a n d  many t h a n k l ess 
h o u rs .  I k n ow the M e m ber for M o rr is  has been, and I 
have bee n ,  as an MLA p laced on some of the  boards 
prev ious to my appoi ntment  to Cab i n et w hereby 
oth e r  cit izen mem bers were there.  I rea l ize as wel l  as 
he does the h o u rs and the ded i cat ion  that i t  takes of 
peop l e  in M a n itoba to serve o n  these boards w here at 
t imes the rem u nerat i o n  in m ost of them is  real l y  n ot 
that g reat. I f  the  board is very act ive, then of cou rse 
the i nd i v i d u a l  serv i n g  on  that board at t i mes a l m ost 
has to make a dec is ion  whether or not he cont i nues i n  
t h e  occupat i o n  that h e  or  s h e  i s  i n, o r  whether o r  n ot 
they shou ld  devote f u l l  t ime  on that board an d  yet the  
rem u nerat i o n  t here is  not  to s u c h  a deg ree as to g ive 
them an i ncome.  

M r .  C h a i rman, wi th  respect to comments made 
about our re lat i o n s h i p  wi th  the  Federa l  Govern m en t, 
we've had a n u m ber  of meet i n gs .  I h ave m et w i th  
var ious  M i n i sters and the  M i n ister of Agr icu l t u re a n d  
var ious M i n i sters o f  the Federal Govern ment, the  M i n
ister respo n s i b l e  for O R EE,  deal i n g  wi th  the  AgroMan 
Agreement .  We've had d iscuss ions i n  t hose areas 
about the cont i n u at ion  and the fut u re expans ion  of 
that type of a prog ram for M a n itoba and we've a lso 
had our  staff peop le, our  Deputy M i n i ster, does m eet 
regu lar ly wi th  both the Department  ofAgri c u l t u re as 
has been the case a n d  w i th  O R E E  i n  a reg i o n a l  
d i rector's way, but  it 's acknowledged,  and  we d i d n 't 
arg u e  that po in t  w i th  the former ad m i n i strat i o n ,  t h at 
basica l ly  the  thrust of agri c u l t u ra l  pol i cy i n  terms 
of  i n c o m e  s ta b i l i z at i o n  i s, a n d  s h o u l d  b e ,  a 
nationa l  respons i b i l i ty.  We h ave n ever q uarre l led w i th  
that .  We d id  q uarrel  a t  a t i m e  when  g overn ments were 
know in g l y  where the Federal Govern ment wou l d  n ot 
and d i d  n ot act,  that we were sort of s i tt i n g  back a n d  
n ot mov i n g  to a t  least br i n g  a b o u t  s o m e  bas i c  support 
for a port ion  of o u r  i n d u stry i n  trou b le, and  that's 
where we fou n d  fau lt and we argued about t h i s  in t h i s  
House.  

S pecif ica l l y, M r. Cha i rman, the  m e m ber  wel l  k n ows 
the hog i n d ustry, i t  took two years of caj o l i n g  a n d  
try i n g  to p lead w i t h  the former ad m i n i strat ion  u n t i l  
they f i n a l ly c a m e  u p  w i t h  a program deal i n g  w i t h  t h e  
h o g  i n d ustry w h i c h  rea l ly  w a s  - and the M i n ister 
tal ks about bei n g  i l l -conceived . The M i n ister of 
F i nance came i nto th i s  House a n d  the M i n ister at the  
same t i m e  was i n  Brandon a n n o u n c i n g  a $10- m i l l i on  
prog ram w h i c h, when they a n n o u nced the  program, 
d i d n ' t  h ave any i ntent ion of h av i n g  those funds ava i l
ab le  for that p rog ram . The M i n ister  of F i nance came 
to th is House and sa id we don't  n eed the other $5 
m i l l i on . I t 's  in Hansard, read i t .  When we q u est ioned 
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h i m  i n  S u pp lementary S u p ply, he said ,  "We w i l l  not 
need t hose funds . "  Why annou nce to the wor ld  that 
you a n n o u nced a $10- m i l l io n  p rogram, when wi th i n  
several weeks after t h e  a n n o u ncement o f  that p ro
g ram, you come i nto the House and  say, "We w i l l  not 
need t h ose add i t iona l  Est i m ates. T h at money w i l l  not 
be spent . "  But ,  M r. Cha i rman, w i th i n  several months 
the  i n it i a l  $5 m i l l ion  was gone  and we were in  a p rob
lem s i t u at io n .  T here was no money .  There was no 
authority in p lace. 

M r .  C h a i rman, it was a game that the  former ad m i n
i strat i o n  was p l ay i n g  i n  terms of mak ing  s u re t h at they 
cou l d  g o  the  peop le  of M a n itoba say i n g  that we w i l l  
keep o u r  budgets down .  M r. Cha i rman ,  because of 
that prog ram we are now . . . 

M R .  MANNESS: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I s u b m i t  t h ese Esti
mates are go i n g  to be d rawn out  a long t i m e, but if 
we're g o i n g  to hit every s u bject and every response 
we' l l  be here for longer  than  that .  So I asked a spec i f ic  
q uest i o n  o n  boards  and  somehow we've e nded up 
i nto t h e  Hog Program from prev ious years, so the  
M i n ister may want  to f i n i s h  h i s  q u est ion or  h e  may let 
m e  pose another  one, w hatever he so w ishes .  

M R .  U R USKI :  M r. Cha i rman, i t  appears t hat t h e  
m e m bers opposite may n o t  l i ke s o m e  o f  the com
ments t h at I h ave made,  a n d  I ag ree that m ay not be 
m u s i c  to the i r  ears in what I am sayi n g .  I was merely 
res po n d i ng to some of the com ments that h i s  co l 
league ,  the m e m ber  for  A rt h u r, the former  M i n ister of 
A g r i c u l t u re, was a l l u d i n g  to. -( I nterject i o n ) - O h  
yes, wel l ,  t h e  M e m ber  f o r  Morr is  m i g ht say forget 
about  the  former M i n i ster of Agr icu l ture .  The farmers 
of M a n itoba obv ious ly  wou ld  l i ke to do t h at ;  they 
wou l d  l i ke to forget about the  former M i n ister of Agr i 
c u l t u re and  I ag ree wi th  the  Member for  Morr i s  that  we 
shou ld  forget about  the com ments of the former  M i n
ister  of A g r i c u l t u re .  We w i l l  take them w i th  a gra i n of 
sa lt  t he n, M r. Cha i rman .  

M r. C h a i rm a n ,  w i th  respect to the  Beef I ncome As
s u rance Program and  t h e  han d l i ng of the  p rogram 
and t h e  setti n g  u p  of a M a rket i n g  C o m m iss ion ,  the 
M e m be r  for Lakes ide  was in  th i s  House, I be l ieve, i n  
t h e  ear ly  '60s - I mean h e  b ro u g h t  i nto t h i s  H o u se ,  o r  
h i s  c o l l eagues at the t i m e  set u p  a M arket i n g  Com
m iss ion  and  appoi nted - ( I nterject i o n ) - wel l, i t  m ay 
not  h ave been the Mem ber  for Lakes i d e  b u t  h i s  co l 
l eag ues who were u nder  the  Rob l i n  ad m i n istrat i o n  at  
t h e  t ime .  I t  may have been  - the m e m ber, he has  
passed on  - it  may have been  George H utton at  the  
t ime o r  i t  may have been  - I wou l d  have to check t h e  
rec o rds  a t  the t i me,  but  there was a c o m miss ion  s e t  u p  
t o  m a rket hogs i n  t h i s  p rov i nce, n o t  u n l i ke  - I mean 
t h e  p recedence is not - n ot on ly  the  p recedence but  
t h e  d es i rab i l i ty of  mak i n g  s u re that the p rogram is  run  
f i nanc ia l ly  sou n d, and that there are n o  g reat prob
l e m s  w i t h  the ad m i n i s t rat i o n  i n the p a y o uts. I 
ack n ow l edge to the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for  Art h u r  
t h at t h e  p rev ious program d i d  have featu res i n  i t  
w here farmers, that there cou l d  h ave been peop le ,  
a n d  there were accusat ions made l i ke from t h e  
M e m be r  f o r  Robl i n ,  w here farmers were c o l lect i n g  
a n d  be i n g  pa id  several t i mes f o r  t h e i r  a n i m a l s .  T h at's 
w h at we are tryi ng to avo i d  at the present t i m e  in t h i s  
p rog ra m  here,  s o  that the  f inanc ia l  ad m i n ist rat i o n  i s  
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such that there's a payout  o n ly one t i me,  and it be 
made on the f i n ished a n i ma ls ,  rather  than  be i n g  pa id  
through several seg ments and  the contro l  of  the pro
g ram can not be ad m i n istered. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  with respect to the Mem ber for Mor
r is 's comments deal i n g  w i th  appo intments to boards, 
I have to say in al l  fai rness that what I am try i n g  to do is  
to recom me n d  to Cabi net  a n d  to m y  co l leag u es ,  c i t i 
zens of Man itoba who I fee l  can contr ibute to the 
we l l -be i ng and  to the ass istance of the  government  i n  
servi n g ,  i n  putt i n g  the i r  ta lents o n  var ious  boards and  
c o m m iss ions ,  and  i nvo l v i n g  i n  that ,  of c o u rse,  we  
want  to t ry and  look a t  reg iona l  representat ion  
throughout  the prov ince  in  terms of hav i n g  people 
serve on  boards and com m iss ions from a l l  over the 
p rov i nce,  and  those k inds of cr i ter ia i n  terms of bei n g  
appo i nted to board mem bers are s o m e  o f  the  recom
mendat ions  that we have been m a k i n g. O bv ious ly  I 
don ' t  want to beg i n  the w h o l e  p rocess of debat i n g  as 
to w h o  has done  a better j o b  or who is a better person 
or  another .  I w i l l  be the l ast one to say this guy  did a 
better job  than  the other  g u y. I be l ieve a l l  peop le  who 
have served o n  boards and c o m m iss ions ,  from wh i 
chever ad m i n istrat ion t h ey h ave attem pted to appo in t  
those people ,  to reflect w h atever views that they feel 
i n  government ,  the  peo p l e  who can best represent  the 
general  c ross sect ion  of  M a n i tobans a n d  to g ive a 
l e n d i n g  hand to government  i n  terms of carry i n g  out  
the  respons i b i l i t ies that board or  c o m m iss ion can 
h a n d l e. In  t hat way, M r. C h a i rm a n ,  we are t ry i n g  to 
select the peop le  to our boards, and we hope, as I ' m  
s u re h i s  ad m i n i st rat ion hoped ,  that t h e  people that 
they chose and they appoi nted to the boards wou ld  
d o  an effect ive job and  h ave attem pted to serve the 
people of M a n itoba.  

I take the com ments of the  Mem ber for  M o rr is  
ser ious ly in  terms of boards and certa i n  boards with 
respect to t ry i n g  to m a i n t a i n  t h e  cont i n u ity in  some of 
t h e  issues t h at are deve loped ,  and some of those are 
t h e  regu l atory boards,  w here one  has to be very care
f u l  in terms of issues that  are fac i n g  the board a n d  
there may be appeals a n d  hear i n g s  i n  process that 
you don 't d i s r u pt the who le  p rocess of an ongo ing  
hear i n g ,  and a t  that po int  i n  t i me,  one has  to cons ider  
what i s  before the  board. I f  t here are no  m atters that 
are i n  front of a board,  I then wou l d  see no g reat 
d iff i c u lty of m a k i n g  a c o m p l ete a n d  f u l l  t rans i t ion on 
the board. But certa i n l y  I welcome those comments 
and  that's an  area t hat I w i l l  be a n d  s h o u l d  be cog n iz
ant of ,  so t h at t h ose k i n d s  of m oves and c h a nges are 
n ot made comp letely,  leav i n g  appeals and the l i ke i n  
mot ion a n d  matters not bei n g  dealt  w i th. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  The M e m ber  for E l mwood.  

MR. R USSELL DOERN ( E lmwood) :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 
j u st want to make a few rem arks on the pr i nc ip le  of 
board select ion ,  because that seems to be the top ic  
before the C o m m ittee. I 'm not go ing to ta lk  about the 
content,  but I want to ta lk  about the pri nc ip le ,  because 
I can see today that the M e m ber for E merson and the 
M e m ber  for A rt h u r  and others are u pset by the fact 
that the government's exerc i s i ng  its r ight  as a gov
ernment  to select a board that ref l ects the t h i n k i n g  of 
the govern ment. M r. Cha i rman ,  that I t h i n k ,  i s  an  o l d  
a n d  esta b l i s hed b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  of govern ment ;  

name ly ,  tha t  e i ther  the ent i re board or the majority of 
the board s h o u l d  reflect the t h i n k i ng of the g overn
ment .  I don 't see h ow anyt h i n g  e lse cou l d  be  other 
than that. For exam ple ,  wou l d  a government  se lect a 
board that is i n  total oppos i t ion to its v iews a n d  its 
po l i c i es? What sense wou l d  that be? What sense 
wou l d  there be to reappo i nt ing  boards that were 
appo i nted in the f i rst p lace by a prev ious govern ment 
to ref lect its t h i n k i n g ,  why shou ld  a succeed i n g  gov
ernment  reaff i rm o r  conf i rm that part icu la r  board i n  
opposi t ion ,  because i f  it 's r ight ,  i f  i t  was r ight  f o r  the 
Lyon ad m i n istrat ion  to appoint  boards that ref lected 
i ts t h i n k i n g ,  then  why i sn 't i t  r ight  for the Paw l ey 
ad m i n istrat ion  to do the same? 

M r. Cha i rman ,  somet i mes it 's usefu l ,  however, to 
have mem bers who are i ndependent in the i r t h o u g ht ,  
and somet i m es it 's usef u l  to have mem bers perhaps 
who are opposed to government  po l ic ies so that  there 
is k i n d  of a m i x ,  but  that doesn't detract from t h e  bas ic  
p h il osoph ica l  pos i t ion ,  f rom the bas ic  pr i n c i p l e  that 
the  board as a board,  that the ent i re board s h o u l d  
reflect the govern ment .  S o ,  i f  y o u  have seven mem bers 
that are p ro-govern ment ,  and  p ro- M i n ister,  a n d  p ro
N D P, and you have one or two i n dependents a n d  one 
Conservat ive,  f i ne .  Because when you add i t  a l l  up 
a n d  d iv ide i t ,  i t  comes out as a board that reflects the 
pol i c ies and the t h i n k i n g  of the new ad m i n istrat ion. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  I was on a board one t ime that d i d n ' t  
refl ect the t h i n k i n g  of the government back in  the 
Sch reyer days o n  the Man itoba Cente n n i a l  Corpora
t i o n  where a board was i n  effect l eft p r imar i l y  or fun
damenta l l y  or  l a rge ly  as a Conservat ive board .  A few 
New Democrat i c  Sch reyer appoi ntees were po in t  o n ,  
but  were a d i st i n ct m i nority.  And  you k n ow,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  it worked f i ne .  It worked f i ne  u p  u nt i l  the  
cru n c h ,  and when the cru n c h  came ,  when there was 
an issue that cou ld  prove to be em barrass i n g  to the 
govern ment ,  that board l eft the government  o n  the 
hook  a n d  kept i t  o n  the hook for as l o n g  as was 
h u man ly  poss ib le ,  because that's when the  po l i t i cal  
m ot ivat ions  came i nto i t  and that's when they came 
out. When the crunch  came, people went back to t h e i r  
i nst i n ct ive and po l i t ica l  p references, and  I s a y  t hat n o  
g overnment shou ld  expose itself t o  that k i n d  o f  a buse,  
where an  i nd i v idua l  represents another perspective 
and i s  a m i nority o n  a board , then i t  makes sense. 

I t 's  somet i mes l i ke a b i t  of g i nger or  a b i t  of sp ice, 
but  where the govern ment has to wonder about the 
loyalty of a board, I say that the govern ment  i s  in an 
i m poss i b l e  pos i t ion .  So,  I say to the mem bers,  i f  the 
mem bers want to q uest ion i n d iv idua l  appo intments ,  i f  
they want to q u est i o n  qua l i f icat ions of certa i n  i n d i
v i d u a ls  whether they know anyt h i n g  about ag r i c u l
t u re ,  or whether they don' t ,  or whether they k n ow 
someth i n g  about farm mac h i nery or don' t ,  or w h ether  
they ' re i nterested i n  consu mers or  not ,  I t h i n k  that 
they have a r ight  to do that and  perhaps they s h o u l d  
do that ,  but  they can not q uest ion the bas ic  p r i n c i p le .  

I f  my h o n o u rab le  fr iends want a th ree- h o u r  lect u re 
on t his  matter I wou l d  y ie ld  the f loor to the M e m be r  for 
B u rrows because he ,  more than anyone,  I t h i n k  in th i s  
C h a m ber,  cou ld  speak wi th  g reat force and i ns i g ht 
and  expert ise on t h i s  whole  q uest ion  as a Professor 
of P u b l i c  A d m i n i st rat ion  and one who h as read the 
l i t e r at u re a n d  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  s u bj e c t ,  a n d  
n o w  c o m es to u s  a s  a p o l i t i c i a n  a s  w e l l a s  a 

1123 



Monday, 5 April, 1982 

theoret ic ian  or an academ i c i a n .  
So ,  I s i m p ly say t h at t h i s  p r i n c i p le  is  wel l  estab

l i shed .  Even the U . S .  S u preme Court ,  w h i c h  one 
wou ld  th ink  h as a deg ree of i ndependence,  the say i n g  
o n  the Su preme C o u rt a s  I reca l l ,  was t h a t  the c o u rt 
shou ld  fol low the e lect ion retu rns ,  that the j u dges 
who are appo i nted s h o u l d  obv ious ly  ref lect the new 
ad m i n istrat ion .  So, when Pres ident  Reagan i s  m a k i n g  
appoi ntments,  I don 't t h i n k  h e ' s  appoi n t i ng  sta u n c h  
Democrats who w i l l  u ndercut h is leg is lat ive p rog ram .  

So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w e  c a n  take extre m e  pos i t ions ,  
the  M e m ber for Lakes ide  ta lks - I don' t  want to  d i s
turb  h i s  read i n g  - but  he tal ked t h i s  afternoon about  
fi r i n g ;  he l i ked the word f i ri n g .  He  t h i n ks the govern
ment i s  f i r i n g  mem bers of boards.  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I say 
that the g overn ment  is  u p g rad i n g  those boards; i t 's 
i n c reas i n g  those boards;  i t 's  e n r i c h i n g  those boards 
and the  M i n ister has done a f ine job i n  that regard ,  a 
f i n e  job .  But  the  fact of the  m atter,  the real t ruth  of the  · 

m atter is that the boards are bei n g  replaced,  and  
a l though that may come as  a s u rpr ise to people out
s ide  th i s  C h a m ber who don ' t  u n derstan d  th i s  system ,  
nobody i n  t h i s  C h a m ber ,  i nc l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  roo k i es ,  
they k now very wel l that i s  a govern ment prerogative 
and they shou ld  have no  compla in t  on that acco u nt .  

So ,  Mr .  Cha i rman , I j ust say aga in  in  conc lus ion ,  the 
boards m ust reflect government  t h i n k i n g .  I f  the M i n is
ter wants to appoi nt  some wel l -know n  Conservatives,  
or  som e  peop le  of i n dependent  t h o u g ht ,  o r  some L i b
erals if t here are any left, he may do so,  but  that is h i s  
dec is ion .  He's n o t  compel led to d o  that ,  and  I t h i n k  
u nder certa i n  c i rcu mstances that is  a g o o d  pr i n c i p l e  
to fol l ow,  espec ia l ly  where the board takes a l ot of 
f lack and  you want to share the wealth on that s ide  of 
the spect rum .  So,  i f  anybody wants to recom mend a 
few fal l g uys for a few sensit ive pos i t ions ,  I t h i n k  the  
M i n ister wou l d  certa i n ly be w i l l i n g  to l i sten to that .  

MR. MAN N E SS: I thank the  M e m ber  for E l m wood for  
g iv ing me the facts of l i fe. I wou l d n ' t  want to g o  
aro u n d  wi th  my eyes c losed . I f i n d  i t  very i n te rest i n g ;  I 
asked a q uest ion  on whether the  M i n ister wou l d  be 
p repared to wei g h  o bject iv i ty i n  some of h is m e m bers 
a n d  so far, we've covered the  Was h i n gton scene,  we 
covered some hog progra m ,  a n d  we've been every
w here. A l though  we d i d  get c lose to it, aga in  I d o n 't 
want to ask another  q uest i o n  i n  t h i s  area because i t  
may take another ha l f-an-h o u r  to answer, but  I take i t  
from what the M i nster sa id  that ,  and I ag ree bas ica l ly  
w i th  everyt h i n g  that was sa id  in  t here, that n at u ra l ly 
the boards, statutory or  otherwise, h ave to ref lect the 
government p h i losophy.  I h ave n o  d i ff i c u lty with that .  
B u t  I 'm ask i n g  h im i f  there is  any room to ma inta in  that 
i nd iv idua l  who is objective, not o n ly i n  h i s  eyes but  the 
eyes of department people and  in  t h e  eyes of farmers,  
i f  we're tal k i n g  about th is part ic u l a r  area that deal  with 
that part i cu la r  board , i s  there room to ma in ta i n  some
body that has an object iv i ty ,  because as somebody 
s i t t ing  on the board, I h ave fou n d  on one board that 
part isan po l i t ics i n  many cases, i n  a l m ost a l l  cases, 
can be set aside. I t  does happen .  - ( l nterject ion) 
N o ,  I don't  want t o  b e  o n  t h e  board any m ore. 

So, I ' l l  l eave that at that po in t  and I ' l l  ask another 
q u est ion now, spec i f ica l ly  to d o  w i th  Ass istant  Dep
uty M i n isters. I 'm wonder i n g  i f  the  M i n ister can tel l me 
who they are and i f  any changes are conte m p l ated i n  

t h i s  area a t  a l l ,  e i ther  Assistant or  Associ ate Deputy? 

MR. U R USKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  before I go i nto that 
d iscuss ion ,  t here were a coup le  of po i nts that the 
m e m ber  raised earl ier  about the  th rust and  the  t h i n k
i ng of the governnent  a n d  i ts rel at ionsh i p  w i th  the 
farmers of  Man itoba. I want to te l l  the  h o n o u rab le  
mem ber and I had j u st forgotten about  i t  when  h e  was 
spea k i n g  but  we do n ot consider ,  and I d o  n ot con
s i der ,  that farmers are poor managers,  but  certa i n l y  
we have a department  and  w e  h ave expert ise i n  var
i o u s  f ie lds ,  and management a n d  f i nanc ial adv ice and 
a l l  a reas of operat ions  there are som e  expert ise that 
we shou ld  be ab le to make ava i lab le  to the  farm com
m u n ity. I t h i n k  the farmer h i mself ,  o r  herself ,  has to 
make whatever dec is ions in terms of t h e i r  own opera
t ions ,  that 's up to t h e m ;  b u t  at least we s h o u l d  be 
prepared as a department ,  i f  we a re serv i n g  the  
farmers of Man itoba, to s u p p ly them w i th  whatever 
k n owledge and alternat ives and expert ise that we 
have so that peop le  can make better dec is ions ,  a n d  i n  
terms o f  per iods o f  hard t i m e  w e  want t o  assist 
farmers in those areas. 

M r. C h a i rman ,  deal i n g  specif ica l ly  whether  or  n ot 
there is room for people w i th  other thoug hts i n  m i nd 
a n d  other t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of po l icy  d i rect i o n ,  a lways 
there is  room for that k i n d  of a rel at ionsh i p  and  that 
k i n d  of a m i x  on a board . O bv ious ly ,  there are people 
I 'm s u re that even I h ave appo i nted , I d o n 't k n ow every 
person 's  v iews that i s  bei n g  appoi nted and what the i r  
bac k g rou nds are  tota l ly ,  but  yet  no  one  person  t h i n ks 
a l i k e  and when you g et t h ree or fou r  or f ive peop le  on  
a board , you w i l l  have a m i x  of v iews at t i m es that 
maybe o n e  d i d n 't even d ream of ,  i n  terms of the  t h i n k
i n g  o n  t h e  board.  You  m ay h ave t h o u g ht ,  we l l  these 
come from var ious areas of the prov i n ce ,  they are 
known to other peop le  in the prov i n ce ,  but yet when 
you get those peop le  together  deal i n g  w i th  specif ic  
issues that the board deals  with ,  as the m e m ber  says, 
stra n g e  t h i ngs d o  happen  and views of peop le  are 
carried o n  and are h a n d led in that way. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  spec i f ica l ly ,  with respect to the 
Assistant Deput ies w i th i n  the department ,  t here are 
t h ree; in the Management  Services D iv i s ion  i s  G. J .  
Lac o m by,  M r. Lacom by w h o  i s  here w i t h  m e  w i th  the 
Deputy M i n ister; i n  t h e  P rod uct ion  D iv is ion i s  Mr .  
Tom Pr ing le ,  the Assistant Deputy M i n ister t here, the 
ret i rement  of Mr .  Ed H udek ,  who was the  Associate 
Deputy M i n ister - i n c identa l ly ,  I s h o u l d  ment ion  that 
Mr .  H u d e k  is i nvolved w i th i n  the department  even 
t h o u g h  h e  is  ret i red ,  he i s  act i n g  in a capacity i n  
several ways for us  i n  terms o f  t h e  Water Services 
Board,  He's sti l l  act i n g  on that board a n d ,  M r. Cha i r
m a n ,  I h ave appo i nted h i m  o n  the PA M I  board , the 
Pra i r i e  Agr icu l tu ral  M ac h i nery I n st i tute Board to act 
on o u r  behalf ,  so he is st i l l  very act ive w i th i n  the 
department even t h o u g h  h e  h as ret i red .  There is  the 
Marketi n g  and Development  D iv is ion  w i th  M o rr is 
Kraut who is  the Ass istant  Deputy M i n ister in c harge 
of t h at a rea.  Those areas and the who le  area,  as I 've 
i n d i cated to the Mem ber for  A rt h u r, t h at we are look
i n g  at var ious opt ions of reorgan izat i o n  a n d  there may 
be a reass i g n ment of d ut i es w i th i n  t h e  department 
but ,  at th is point  in  t i m e ,  a n d  I shou l d  m e n t i o n  to the 
h o n o u rab le  mem bers,  i f  t h at dec is ion  i s  made pr ior  to  
the end ing of the Sessio n ,  obv ious ly  a l l  mem bers wi l l  
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k now because t here w i l l  be c h a n ges a n d  reorga n iza
t ions  w h i c h  wou l d  be a n n o u n ced. B u t  at t h i s  po i n t  i n  
t i me .  w e  haven't made any d i rect m oves, b u t  t he re are 
d iscuss ions i nterna l ly  about  poss i b l e  reass i g n m ent  
of d ut ies. 

MR.  MAN NESS: Thank you .  I ' m  wonder i n g  if the  M i n
ister ,  and  aga in  he may want to deal  w i th  t h i s  u nder  
another  i tem,  I 'm  wonder i n g  i f  he 's cons ideri n g  at  a l l  
w i th i n  th i s  p lan n i n g  and m a n agement  area and  t h i s  
restructu r i n g  and  the  w h o l e  rev iew,  i f  h e ' s  a t  a l l  con
s ider i n g  a rev iew i nto such t h i n g s  as q u ota va lues ,  i n  
general, i n  those areas o f  . . . You m ay not want to 
answer at t h i s  t i me;  I ' l l  be ask i n g  i t  aga i n ,  I ' m  g i v i n g  
y o u  not ice. 

Second ly ,  I wou ld  l i ke to k now how you see your  
government  g i v i n g  i nput  i nto nat iona l  agency-type 
matters. I ' m  wonder i n g  i f  i t 's  this govern ment's w i l l  to 
be m ore i n volved in p resent i n g  a M a n itoba pos i t ion  at 
nat iona l  agenc i es than  may have been done  in the  
past a n d ,  of cou rse, you k n o w  there can be a d i fferent 
p h i l osophy in this whole a rea, so I wou ld  l i k e  to at 
least h ave your  v iews in that area. 

M R .  U RUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the mem ber has raised 
t hose po i nts.  I wou l d  p refer and I t h i n k  the h o n o u r
ab le  m e m ber w i l l  recog n ize t h at t h i s  i tem wou l d  gen
eral l y  fa l l  u nder  I tem 6 . (c) in  t h e  Est i m ates a n d  h e ' l l  
I ' m  s u re raise those q uest i o n s  at that t i m e  a n d  we' l l  
respond to them. 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
Emerso n .  

M R .  D R I EDGER:  Thank  you ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  I have 
var ious  comments here that I fou n d  very i n terest i n g .  I 
u nfort u n ately m issed the open i n g  s hots the other 
day,  but  I u n d e rsta n d  u nd e r  P lan n i n g  a n d  M a nage
ment  t h at p retty wel l covers t h e  who le  waterfront to 
some degree about  the d i rect i o n  that th is M i n ister i s  
g o i n g  wi th  the Department of Agr icu l tu re. D u r i n g  the  
d iscuss ions there ,  one  of t h e  t h i ngs  when we ta lked 
about boards a n d  I don 't want  to be labo u r  that ,  but  
when h e  i n d icated that he wanted cont i n u ity and  that 
no reviews h ave been stopped and  what have you ,  I ' d  
j u st l i k e  to refresh h i s  memory i n  terms of the  C rown 
Lands R eview Board that was term i n ated o n  an  over
n i g h t  s i tuat ion when  the m e m bers were al ready i nto 
W i n n i peg and had t h e i r  l od g i n gs booked , t h e  
appo i ntments were term i n ated , the hear i ngs  were 
suspended .  I don't k now how h e  wants to j u st i fy con
t i n u ity wi th  that .  A l l  the rev iew a p p l i cat ions were sus
pended for a w h i le ,  i n  fact,  for q u ite a n u m ber  of 
months. -( I nterject i o n ) - Yes, I u n derstan d  they d i d ,  
b u t  y o u  k n ow that k i n d  o f  t h i n g  m akes me wonder. 

I a lways enjoyed l i sten i n g  to the  p resent M i n ister 
even when he was in O p pos i t ion  because he's a g reat 
one  for sort of w i ndow d ress i n g  everyt h i n g  as 
p lausey-p lausey, n i ce-n i ce a n d  when we get down to 
the m eat of the m atter there's a lot of t h i n g s  here that 
we h ave to d raw out  i nto t h e  open. O n e  of the  t h i n g s  
that we h ave to be  concerned about  i s  the  who le  
att i tude towards agr icu l ture ,  o u r  m aj o r  i n d u stry i n  the  
p rov i nce -( I nterject i o n ) - Wel l ,  we' l l  get to that later ,  
we want to get i nto that speci f ica l ly .  But  th!=lir general 
att i tude  towards the  r u ral  p o p u lat ion creates some 

concern and obv ious ly  there is  a reason for t h at 
because we can see the  lack of r u ra l  mem bers on that  
s ide .  They h ave a few on that s ide  but ,  by and  largem 
the  farm com m u n ity,  the r u ra l  const i tuency e lect 
Conservative mem bers and that i s  because there 
s e e m s  to be m o re fee l i n g  f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u re 
com m u n ity. 

T h i s  M i n ister gets up and he says, well there's basi
cal ly  no  major po l icy changes and then h e  starts off, 
and we a l ready h ave some c h a nges tak i n g  p l ace r i g ht 
now even before we've even gone i nto the Est i m ates 
to any deg ree. O n e  of them was u nder  MACC,  a major 
po l i cy change in terms of who can borrow m o n ey and 
for w h at p u rpose. We don 't k n ow yet ,  but  we k now 
they're not borrow i n g  for land any more .  I f  that is  n ot a 
major c h a n ge i n  the  agri c u l t u ra l  com m u n ity then 
what i s  a major  change? 

M R .  CHAI RMAN:  O rder p lease. I t 's now 4 :30 and 
t i m e  for Pr ivate M e m bers' House.  I 'm i nterru pti n g  the  
proceed ings  and  w i l l  return  at 8:00 p . m .  

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

M R .  SPEAKER:  O rder  p lease. O n  Pr ivate Mem ber's 
H o u r  today we h ave the p roposed amended reso lu
t ion  of the H o n o u rab le  Member  for  Tuxedo,  the  q u es
t ion is  open .  

The Honourab le  M e m ber  for  Radisso n .  

M R .  G E R A R D  LECUYER (Radisson) :  M r .  Speaker ,  
a l l ow m e  to beg i n  by referr i n g  to the  Hansard of 
March 8 ,  at w h i c h  t i m e  I spoke on the T h rone  S peec h .  
I n  my ope n i n g  remarks,  i n  fact i n  my secon d  sent
ence,  I stated,  " I t  is both an h o n o u r  and  a very h u m
b l i n g  experience espec ia l ly  when I cons ider the  many 
ab le  men a n d  women who h ave p receded me . "  
Hansard has  m i sheard what I have stated a n d  has 
w ritten "evi l "  for "ab le ,"  and I wou l d  l i k e  the record to 
stand corrected because I t h i n k  t here m ay h ave been 
evi l  men  and women here but  I was pr imar i ly  referr i ng  
to the  ab le  men  a n d  women w h o  h ave spoken  before 
me. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  Member  for N iakwa 
on  a point of order .  

MR. KOVNATS: As one  of the  ab le  peop le  t h at p re
ceded the Honou rab le  Mem ber for Rad isson ,  I wou l d  
ag ree that t h e  correct ion  s h o u l d  be made.  

MR.  LECUYER: N ow,  in reference to the  reso lu t ion  at 
h a n d ,  I wou ld  l i ke to beg i n  by referr i n g  to a d oc u m en t  
ent i t led ,  " P u b l i c  Schools i n  M a n itoba, Stat ist ics for 
1981 to 1986, "  a document  w h i c h  was prepared i n  
J u ne o f  1981 b y  the Department of Ed ucat ion .  The 
prov inc ia l  s u m mary tab les show that  enro l ments i n  
Man itoba i n  p u b l i c  schools i n  1973 were 234,569; i n  
1980, e n ro l ments were 204,404,  a d ro p  o f  30 , 165; for 
1986 the p rojected e n ro l ments are 188, 143, a f u rther  
drop of 16,261. The reason I w ish  to refer to th ese 
stat ist ics i s  to i n d icate that Man itoba as all of the other 
prov i n ces has not  been i m m u ne to decl i n i n g  e n ro l 
ments ,  a feat u re wh ich  ho lds  t rue for  a l l  of the  other  
prov i n ces of Canada a n d ,  i ndeed,  p robably for a l l  
cou ntr ies for that m atter, espec ia l ly  of the  N o rt h  
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Amer ican cont inent .  The fact a lso remains  that the 
largest i m pact of decl i n i n g  e n ro l m ents has a l ready 
occurred .  In fact, i f  we look at the stat ist ics ,  we see 
that the g reatest po int  of decl i n i n g  e n ro l ment was i n  
t h e  year 1979-1980, a n d  i t  seems now that a l tho u g h  
we w i l l  cont i n u e  to see a f u rther  dec l i ne i n  school  
en ro l m ents, th i s  tends to taper off ,  and we shou ld  
ex per ience a sort of  sta b le  effect by 1986 o r  at least 
o n l y  m i n o r  effects afterwards. I f  we look at the statis
t ics  as wel l  which were p repared at the same t ime i n  
J u n e  1981 i n  terms o f  pr ivate school  e n ro l m ents,  we 
see a very s l i g ht i n c rease wh ich  smal l i nc rease wou l d  
n o t  i n  a n y  way compensate for t h e  l oss i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
school e n ro l ment .  

M y  purpose in c i t ing these f igu res is pr imar i ly  to 
d raw attent ion  to the words w h i c h  appear in the  
W H E R EAS of  the reso lut ion w h i c h  we are  present ly 
d iscuss i n g  and that is ,  "ev idence of the cont i n ued 
fut u re reduct ion in  school-age popu lat ion . "  I t  i s  t rue 
in  essence the statement ,  but as I 've stated, i t  wi l l  n ot 
have as m u c h  i m pact as it seems to have had i n  the 
past ,  a l though  the  effects w i l l  cont i n u e  to be fe l t  for a 
n u m ber  of years to come.  

I a lso w ish  to rem i n d  everyone that th i s  aspect of  
dec l i n i ng e n ro l ment  i s  n ot someth i n g  new. By stat i n g  
t h ese f i g u res, I w ish  to p u t  i t  o n  the record as I ass u m e  
everyon e  w i l l  ag ree, t h i s  i s  somet h i n g  t h a t  has been 
tak i n g  p l ace for some years w h i l e  we were in govern
ment,  w h i l e  you were in govern ment  and i t  w i l l  con
t i n u e  in years to come.  

Stud i es have been carr ied out  in  a n u m ber of p rov
i nces of Canada to try and come to gr ips  with th i s  
prob lem and  I s u p pose, we  i n  M a n itoba cou ld  h ave 
done  somet h i n g  in t h is respect to t ry a n d  at least 
a l l ev iate the bu rden of decl i n i ng e n ro l m ents .  B u t  I 
t h i n k  the  i m portant  t h i n g  to keep i n  m i n d  is that i n  a 
prov ince  l i ke Man itoba i n  an age of e n l i g htment  i n  a 
cou ntry, i n deed , i n  a prov i nce w i th  o u r  t remendous 
resou rces and our  stage of develo pment ,  i t  shou ld  n ot 
remai n a pr iv i lege of t h e  e l i t i st c l ass or the  enri c h ed 
class,  a pr iv i lege of the  few, that a good educat ion 
s h o u l d ,  in  fact ,  be a r ight  for every c h i l d  of school  age 
in th is p rov ince.  

I ndeed, we can n ot see ourselves, and we m ust n ot 
see ou rselves, as i n  the  same cond i t ions  as sti l l  prevai l  
i n  some o f  t h e  develo p i n g  or  u n d e rdeveloped coun
tr ies of t h e  world .  For  us ,  I th ink  i t  shou ld  be a r ight  for  
a l l  and t here shou l d  be fu l l  access i b i l ity for  the best 
ed ucat i o n  for all o u r  c h i l d re n ,  a r i g ht to be ent i t led ,  to 
learn ,  to g row to the i r  f u l l est potent ia l  in t h i s  prov i n ce.  
And,  I for one, of cou rse, w i l l  def i n i te ly s u p port th i s  
reso lu t ion .  

I f  I choose to speak  o n  i t ,  i t ' s  because r ight  now,  as 
my co l leag ue fro m N iakwa po i nted out ,  f i n d  a school  
d iv is ion i n  the const i tuency w h i c h  I represent p res
ent ly  try ing  to g rapp le  wi th  the  effects of dec l i n i ng 
en ro lment  i n  St. Bon iface. But  when  the Member  for 
N i a kwa states that we a l ready have lost some schools  
i n  St. Bon iface, I k now of on ly  one .  I k n ow that one is  
present ly used by the  d iv is ion  for  school  board offi
ces. The other schoo l  I ag ree, u nderwent some 
c h a nges but i t  i s  n ot a school  that h as been l ost. I f  we 
speak of a school  t h at has been changed over  to a 
d ifferent  type of program I wou l d n 't cons ider  that a 
school  that has been l ost. 

The m e m ber a lso m akes reference to the fact that 
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advert i sements and  newspapers someti mes refer, 
located c l ose to a spec i f ic  type of school  or s i m ply 
ment ion i n g  c l ose to schools .  This adds val u e  to p rop
erty and I have n o  d o u bt that i t  probably does but 
somet i m es to be l ocated near a s h o p p i n g  centre also 
adds va lue to p roperty. To be l ocated c lose to a c l i n ic 
adds val u e  to perhaps a property or perhaps the 
opposite depend i n g  o n  what we are referr i n g  to.  We 
k n ow for a fact  that  we can n ot h ave a schoo l  o n  every 
c i ty b lock  u n l ess we h ave a sudden t remendous 
i n c rease i n  popu lat ion  wh ich  we def i n itely can not 
expect. 

When the M e m ber  for  N iakwa states that we've g ot 
to d o  somet h i n g  to g ive those students somet h i n g  
t h at they can rely o n  f o r  t h e  next f ive years. I be l ieve, I 
d o n 't want to put  myself  i n  the pos i t ion  of school 
boards who are faced with the  d iff i cu l t  decis ions that 
t h ey have to m ak e  i n  t h i s  d ay and  age,  espec i a l l y  at 
the  m o ment ;  the  fact rema ins  that these decis ions 
h ave to be made .  I be l ieve that school  d iv is ions  are 
tryi n g  to make dec is ions  based on l o ng-range p lans  
and i f  we do n ot come to g r i ps w i th  a g loba l  p l a n  i n  o u r  
s c h o o l  d i v i s i o n s  we w i l l  forever f i n d  ou rselves i n  s i tua
t ions  of conf l i ct because every year we' l l  g rapp le  w i th  
a new schoo l  to  d eterm i n e  whether we shou ld  keep i t  
open or  whether  we s h o u l d  c l ose i t  or  transform its 
p rog ram for a n other  type of program.  

Now,  I rea l i ze  i n  some i n stances t hese changes 
affect a large n u m be r  of students ,  but  I d o n 't want the 
n u m bers to be exagg e rated e i ther .  When the Mem ber 
for N iakwa q u otes in the l etter that some 5 ,000 to 
7,000 students are affected - I k n ow h e  took from a 
l etter that he received , because I h ave t h e  same letter, 
so I ' m  n ot say i n g  that h e  made that up - but ,  the fact 
that h e  q u otes the f ig u re has to be q uest ioned 
because t here are on ly  a few more h u n d red than  7,000 
students i n  St .  Bon iface and  I k now that n ot every 
school  i s  affected so we can ' t  say that a l l  the students 
are affected.  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le  Mem ber for N iakwa 
o n  a point of o rder .  

M R .  KOVNATS: M r. Speaker,  I 'm not s u re whether  I 
have a good m e m o ry or n ot but  I wou l d  j ust l i ke to 
br i ng  to the  attent ion  of t h i s  Leg is lat u re and t h i s  
C h a m ber  that I don 't t h i n k  that I ever m ade reference 
to 5,000 o r  7 ,000 students .  T hese f i g u res are new to 
me a n d  h ave been attr i b uted to me by the  Honourab le  
M e m ber  for R a d isson and  I d i sassociate w i th  t hese 
f i g u res. They m i g h t  be true but I d i dn 't say them.  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  A m atter of  d ispute over  facts does 
n ot const i tute a po in t  of o rder  as the honourable 
member  certa i n ly k n ows. 

The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Radisso n .  

MR. LECUYER:  Wel l ,  perhaps the mem ber d i d  n ot,  
the  fact is  t h at h e  was q uoti n g  from t h i s  letter and h e  
q u oted other passages a n d  I c a n  q u ote other pas
sages as wel l t hat he's q u oted.  But, the f igu res g iven 
i n  that part ic u l a r  l etter, f rom which he was q u ot i n g ,  do 
state th is  i nformat ion which I have j u st stated -
( I nterject ion) - That rema ins  to be see n .  

The m e m ber stated a l s o  that the dec is ions o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  board w e r e  based str ict ly - I q u ote n ow fro m  
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the H ansard - "dec is ion reac hed by t h e  Trustees o n  
M a r c h  10, 1982 was, b y  the i r  o w n  a d m iss ion ,  based 
so le ly  on eco n o m i c  cons iderations." Now, I w ish  to 
refer to the Preamb le  of the Reso lu t ion  w h i c h  the 
member  p robab ly  has as wel l ,  w h i c h  states, "and 
W H E R EAS enro lment  p roject ions  for 1984-85 i nd i 
cate f u rther dec l i n e  th roug hout  St. Bon i face . . .  

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Mem ber for N iakwa 
o n  a po i nt of order. 

M R .  K OVNATS: The last remark from the  H o n o u r
ab le  Member  for Rad isson to be att r i buted to me,  S i r ,  
a re wrong. I was  mak ing  reference to a q u otat ion  from 
a l etter and the H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for R a d i sson has 
j u st made a statement that these remarks were attr i b
uted to my words and my statements ;  they were mak
ing reference to a letter which I had rece ived which he 
had received. 

M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for Rad is
son I ' m  s u re accepts the word of a n other  h o n o u rab le  
mem ber as bei n g  the  truth. 

MR. LECUYER:  You ' re correct, I had n 't n ot i ced the 
q u otat ion  marks but  they are there. I st i l l  wish to 
ment ion  that the  M e m ber  for  N i akwa q u oted th is from 
the  l etter h e  received and in that reference say g o  to 
t h e  Prea m b l e  for the Reso l u t i o n  w h i c h  b r i n g s  about 
these changes in St.  Bon iface, and  state t h e  P rea m b l e  
are: "And WH E R EAS enro l ment  p roject i o n s  f o r  1984-
85 i n d icate f u rther  dec l i ne t h rou g hout  St. Bon iface; 
and W H E R EA S  the D iv i s ion 's fou r  p rograms can be 
stre ngthened w h i l e ,  at the same t i m e ,  redu c i n g  the 
n u m be r  of school fac i l i t ies ;  and W H E R EA S  the q ua l 
ity of educat i o n  need n ot be  adversely affected and 
m ay in  certa i n  c i rc u mstances be i m p roved by the  
reg ro u p i n g  of students;  and  W H E R EAS the  Board  has  
consu lted parents and  the sen ior  ad m i n ist rators and  
has d iscussed the issue freq uent ly  i s  n ot appropr iate 
to br i n g  forward an  i n it ia l  a n d  part i a l  so lu t ion  to t h e  
p robl e m  of dec l i n i n g  e n ro l ment a n d  the rat iona l iza
t ion  of school  fac i l i t i es." 

Now,  i t  i s  n ot for me to state whether the school  
board i s  making the  r ight  dec is ion o r  the wrong deci
s i o n. I t h i n k  that parents w h o  are affected by these 
decis ions  w i l l  make their  representat ions  to the board 
i f  they feel they are bei n g  adversely affected but,  to 
i ns i st that the M i n ister h as to i nterven e  in every one of 
these c i rc u m stances where parents feel they are 
adversely affected by a dec i s i o n  by the Board,  is ask
i n g  the i m poss i b le ;  f i rst of al l  because the board i s  a 
g rou p of men and  women who are e lected by the 
peop le  they represent. 

When the M e m ber  for N iakwa says I h o pe the Hon
o u rab le  M e m ber  for Rad isson i s  go ing to g et u p  and 
support my pos i t ion  on  th i s ,  I a m  not s u re that I can  
s u pport every aspect of h is  pos i t ion because in  the 
end  h e  f i na l ly  sa id  h e  wasn ' t  s u re that h e  wou l d  s u p
port t h is reso l u t i o n ,  but  I do ag ree i n  m a n y  respects. I 
am concerned as a m e m be r  represent i n g  t h i s  const i
tuency w h i c h  sees many of i ts peop le  in  a conf l i ctua l  
s i tuat ion at the  p resent t ime and  that i s  i n d eed a mat
ter that  defi n ite ly concerns me g reatly. B u t  to say that 
one school  h as to rem a i n  open at the  etxpense of 
another  program is not somet h i n g  that I can take a 

pos i t ion  on at t h i s  t ime ,  n ot hav i n g  a l l  the  facts , that 
I 'm s u re the school  trustees and  i ndeed probably 
most of the  parents h ave at th is t ime after hav i n g  m et 
w i th  mem bers of the ad m i n istrat ion  many t i m es i n  the 
past. 

The M i n ister has i ndeed a n n o u n ced that s h e  w o u l d  
be revi ew ing  a l l  aspects of school  f i nanc ing  a n d  i n  
that wou l d  be the  amendment  that i s  i n c l u ded i n  t h e  
reso l ut i o n ,  the m atter o f  s m a l l  schools  and  dec l i n i ng 
e n ro l ment  w i l l  a lso be i n d eed rev i ewed. I be l i eve on  
t h at g ro u n d ,  i t  i s  i m portant for u s  whether  we be on  
t h is  s ide  of the House or  o n  the  o pposi te s i d e  of the 
House that  we endorse t h i s  resol ut ion  wh ich wi l l  see 
the p rov i nce assu m e  some of its respon s i b i l i ty in t h i s  
area w h i c h  i s  i ndeed o f  concern to u s  a l l ,  bu t  I d o  not 
want to suggest that the p rov i n ce s h o u l d  automat i 
ca l ly  ass u m e  a l l  add i t iona l  costs wh ich these p rob
lems are creat i n g  in many of the school d i v i s ions  i n  
th i s  p rov i n ce a t  t h e  p resent t ime. 

I n  c l os i n g ,  I w ish  to u rge a l l  m e mbers to support the 
reso l ut ion.  Thank  you. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourab le  M e m be r  for Tuxedo 
wi l l  be c los ing debate. 

The Honourab le  Member for Tuxedo. 

M R .  F ILMON:  Thank  you ,  M r. S peaker. I t 's a pr iv i l ege  
for m e  to c lose the  debate o n  the  resol ut i o n  as  
amended. Now that  the M e m ber  for St. Bon iface has  
g iven me back my n otes I ' l l  p roceed wi th  m y  f i na l  
c los i n g  remarks. 

M r. S peaker,  I ' m  i n terested to hear the contr i bu
t ions  that have been put  forth  by various  mem bers on  
the other  s ide. There appears to be some confus ion  -
or perhaps at l east some d i fference i n  o p i n i o n  o n  the 
other s ide  - as to j ust exact ly what the ir  govern ment 
stands for with respect to th is  part i cu la r  issue. 

We have, for i nstance, the com ments that were 
made i n  the i n i t ia l  debate on the  reso lu t ion  by the 
M i n ister of Ed ucat ion ,  the com ments that were made 
by the Member  for R iver East, the M e m be r  for Dau
p h i n  and recent ly  the M e m ber  for Rad isson. I f  one 
com pares the  com ments a long  w i th  var ious  p ro
n o u n cements and annou ncements that have been 
made from the M i n i stry of Educat i o n  on this issue ,  
one  doesn't  seem to f i nd  a g reat deal  of s i m i l ar ity wi th  
respect to the i r  posit ion. 

I say, for i n stance,  after the i n it ia l  i ntrod uct ion  of 
th is resolu t ion  in m i d-March ,  the W i n n i peg Sun of 
Fr iday,  March 19th i n d i cated that the Educatio n  M i n
ister,  M a u reen Hem p h i l l ,  cou ld  not be reached for 
comment  with respect to t h i s  p ro posed resol ut ion  
when i t  was  i ntrod u ced i n  the H ouse,  but  Assistant ,  
Br ian O'Leary - this i s  a specia l  assistant to t h e  M i n
ister of Educat i o n  I ' m  to ld - said the department has 
made n o  p lans  to exa m i n e  the issue. T h ree days l ater 
speak i n g  to the  issue in the  House the Educat ion 
M i n ister said ,  "How del ig hted I am to hear the mem bers 
o p posite and  i n d iv idua ls  sta n d i n g  u p  and  s u p po rt i n g  
what I have b e e n  say ing  as loud ly  and a s  c lear ly as I 
can say it to everybody that I have been speak i n g  to 
out  i n  the  f ie ld  s i nce we took off ice four  months  ago." 
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S h e  f u rther  went on to say and  I q u ote, "The con
cerns that they h ave ra ised can n ot afford a year for  a 
task force." She  said ,  " F u rther  t h i ngs  on the  m atter," 
i n d icat i n g  that the issue has been wel l stu d ied and 
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she has a l l  the  i nformat ion necessary, her  cohort ,  the  
M e m ber  for R iver East, sa i d ,  " M r. S peaker,  we a re wel l 
aware of the prob lem and I can assu re the  Mem ber for 
Tuxedo that th is is i nc l uded i m p l ic i t ly  in the one-year 
educati o n  f i nanc ing  reform. I t  i s  n ot somet h i n g  that 
we can rush i nto overn i g ht .  I t  is somet h i n g  that's 
g o i n g  to take at l east a year to set down any sort of 
p roced u res w h i c h  are l ast i n g  for several years rather  
than  j ust one-year ad hoe p roced u res wh ich  we are 
forced i nto n ow." That's what the var ious mem bers 
sai d about t h i s  reso l u t ion  several days after i t  was 
i ntroduced i n to th is  House.  But, the specia l  assistant 
to the  M i n ister of Educati o n  said,  "The department  
has made no p lans to exam i n e  the issue ."  

A few weeks l ater the M i n ister tabled today a memo
ran d u m  which she sent out  to a l l  school  board cha i r
person s  w h i c h  i n d i cated and  I q u ote: "Her  depart
ment is  deve lop ing  comprehens ive pol i c ies to p rov ide  
for  s u p port to ma inta i n and  e n hance the q u a l i ty of  
ed u cat i o n  and  range of program offer ings  in  sma l l  
schoo ls ,  g u ide l i nes to be fo l l owed i n  cons ider i n g  
school  c losures and  the  d i s pos i t ion  o f  a lternate u s e  of 
vacated school  b u i l d i ngs . "  She i n d i cated that the c u r
rent review that was be ing  u ndertaken for educat ion 
f i n a nce i n  the p rov i n ce wi l l  add ress the f i nanc ia l  
i m pact upon  schoo l  d iv is ions  of decl i n i n g  enro lment ,  
various l anguage programs i n  sma l l  schools .  

So i t  appears, M r. Speaker - an d  I 'm g ratefu l  for th e  
response that h as been m a d e  by the  M i n ister after h e r  
s pec ia l  ass istant i n d i cated that n o  p l a n s  were bei n g  
made - s h e  has now forma l ly  agreed a n d  has sent out  
a m e morand u m  to a l l  school  board cha i rpersons to 
the effect that t h i s  task force t h at i s  exa m i n i n g  educa
t i o n  f i nance in the provi nce w i l l  now review these 
prob lems that I b ro u g ht forward in the reso lu t ion .  I am 
del ig hted to hear that  because they are i ndeed prob
lems that need to be add ressed ; they are i n deed prob
lems t h at a re be i n g  faced by al l  d i v i s ions  in the  p rov
i nce part icu lar ly  the u rban d iv is ions and they are i n  
need o f  g u i d e l i nes ,  o f  cr i ter ia ,  o f  a p rocess that can be 
fol l owed by a l l  d i v i s ions  when they face th is  very 
i m portant task of dec i d i n g  what needs to be done a n d  
how it  needs to be done  when decl i n i n g  e n ro l ments 
resu l t  in  very seri o u s  decis ions ,  hard decis ions ,  that 
are bei n g  faced by school  d iv i s ions  t h ro u g h out  t h e  
prov ince. 

I wish that the m e m bers o n  the other  s ide ,  part i cu
lar ly  the  M i n ister a n d  her  co l leagues ,  a n d  part i c u lar ly  
the  s u p port peop le  in  her  department ,  wou l d  dec ide  
jus t  exactly w here they sta n d  o n  the issue ,  because I 
th i n k  it 's too i m portan t  an issue to be bou nced arou n d  
l i ke a footba l l ,  a n d  I t h i n k  i t 's too i m portant a n  issue t o  
have confus ion on  t h e  other  s i d e  i n  deal i n g  w i th  i t .  I 
t h i n k  it 's an issue that needs the support ,  needs the  
i nvolvement of the p rov i n c i pa l  Department  of Educa
t i o n  in a var iety of d i fferent ways, but p r imar i l y  w i th  
respect to develo p i n g  a p rocess that i nvolves parents,  
as wel l as perhaps even stu dents,  in some cases, cer
tai n ly  educators, certa i n ly ad m i n i strators and cer
tai n ly the depart m enta l  peop le  who have to deal  w i th  
th i s. 

The  one area of weakness that I see i n  the t u rn i n g  
over o f  t h i s  issue t o  t h e  rev iew team that is  g o i n g  t o  be 
review i n g  ed u cati o n  f i nance in the prov i n ce i s  that i t  
i s n 't mere ly  an  eco n o m i c  issue,  it i sn 't mere ly an  issue 
that deals w i th  f i n a n ce.  I f  i t  were we wou l d n't  have any 
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problems today because I ' m  s u re that ,  if i t  were 
str ict l y  based on eco n o m i c  terms,  there wou l d n ' t  be 
the k i n d  of controversy, the  k i n d  of u pset that we see 
in so many d iv is ions  t h roughout  G reater W i n n i peg 
r ight n ow, i f  not t h ro u g h o u t  other parts of the  p ro
v i nce ,  at the measu res that are bei n g  taken by i n d iv id
ual  school  boards. 

We've had some d iscuss ion from the M e m be r  for 
K i rkf ie ld  Park, the Mem ber for N iakwa,  the Mem ber 
for Rad isson wi th  respect to c u rrent b u r n i n g  issues 
that h ave to d o  w i th  th is  rat iona l i zat i o n  q u est i o n .  I ' m  
i nterested t o  hear t h e  M e m ber  for Rad isson say t h at 
he s u p ports the  dec is ion taken by the school  d i v i s ion  
i n  h i s  area w i th  respect to the rat iona l izat ion  t h at's 
tak i n g  p lace,  because I k now that i t  i s  caus i n g  a g reat 
deal of controversy and u n happ i n ess among many of 
the parents in that area, as well as students ,  and i t  i s n 't 
j ust a decis i o n ,  it i sn 't j u st the econom ics of the dec i 
s ion ,  t h at a re at stake or  at q uest ion ;  i t  i s  the  p rocess 
that 's in q u est io n .  Peop le  who s h o u l d  be  i nvolved i n  
the dec is ion are n ot bei n g  taken i nto cons iderat i o n ; 
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  are not bei n g  so l i c ited or va lued ;  a n d  
i n deed,  the f i na l  dec is ion d oes not rep resen t  som e
t h i n g  with wh ich  the  com m u n ity fee ls  happy .  

I sa id  before, we h ave ne ighbour  t u r n i n g  aga i n st 
ne ig h bour ,  com m u n ity ent i ty agai nst com m u n ity 
ent ity,  fact ions  t u r n i n g  up to f ight dec is ions ,  and i t 's  
because the p rocess is  not adequ ate, M r .  S peaker,  n ot 
because t h e  econ o m ics a re n ot be i n g  proper ly  
addresses . I bel i eve that ,  for the m ost part ,  the eco
n o m i cs of the  issue are bei n g  proper ly  addressed but  
we don ' t  h ave a n  adeq u ate p rocess to sati sfy a l l  the 
many concerns that shou ld be taken i nto acco u n t  
wi th  respect to th i s  q uest ion  o f  dec l i n i n g  e n ro lment .  

A n other  concern  that I have, when t h i s  issue i s  
t u rned over  to a rev iew of educat ion  f i n ance ,  i s  that  I 
don ' t  h ave a g reat deal  of conf idence i n  t h i s  govern
ment 's  a b i l ity to deal  adequ ately and  fa i r ly  wi th  edu
cat i o n  f i nance i n  t h i s  p rov i nce.  A l l  we h ave to d o  i s  
look at the record , and  the record i s  a very s a d  a n d  
sorry o n e ,  M r. S peaker .  I n  e i g h t  years i n  govern ment ,  
one of  the cornerstones of  educat ion  f i nance t i n ker
i n g  that th i s  govern ment left us w i th ,  one of the m i l l
stones aro u n d  the neck of o u r  government  was t h e  
so-ca l led G reater W i n n i peg Eqau l izat i o n  Levy; a levy 
that was i ntro d u ced in 1972 by the former Schreyer 
ad m i n istrat ion  w h i c h  was des igned to fudge about  
some of the i neq u it ies i n  property taxes that took 
p lace as a resu l t  of The  U n i c ity Act.  That G reater 
W i n n i peg Eq u a l izat i o n  Levy, and I can speak to so 
many n ewcomers here who are not fam i l i a r  with it ,  
that l evy started out t ransferr i n g  about a coup le  of 
h u n d red thousand d o l l ars from the W i n n i peg Schoo l  
D iv i s ion  N o. 1 to the out ly ing s u b u rban schoo l  d i v i
s ions  i n  Wi n n i peg;  and with i n  e ight  years it was 
transferr i n g  over $7 m i l l i o n ,  res u l t i n g  in the fact t h at 
I n ne r  C ity p roperties i n  the const i tuency of the 
Mem ber for Logan ,  the M i n ister of Educati o n ,  for 
i n stance ,  her  property taxpayers were pay i n g  to 
reduce  the taxes in p laces l i ke Tuxedo, Garden C i ty ,  
Assi n i bo i a  and  other areas of the c i ty that I don 't t h i n k  
are cons idered t o  b e  a s  economica l ly  depr ived a s  a re 
some of the I n ner  C i ty p ropert ies. A n d  her  taxpayers 
who c o u l d n 't afford the taxes that they c u rrent ly  h ave 
o n  t h e i r  propert ies were bei n g  asked to pay s u bstan
t ia l  amou nts extra to reduce the educat ion property 
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taxes i n  the s u b u rban school  d i v i s ions  as a resu lt of 
that i l l -thoug ht-out p lan  k n own as the G reater Win
n i peg Educat i o n  Levy that  was  i ntrod u ced by the  
former  Schreyer ad m i n istrat ion ;  and  that's the track 
record of that g overnment in dea l i n g  with ed u cat i o n  
f i nance matters. 

F u rther to that, we have t h i s  year's ev idence of what 
t h e  f i rst b l u s h  a n d  t h e  f i rst t h rust at a rewor k i n g  of t h e  
education f inanc ing throu g h  th is  p rov i nce has resu lted 
i n .  We h ave, t h i s  year, a l m ost every j u ri sd ic t ion ,  
a l m ost every school  d i v i s ion  i n  t h i s  prov i n ce, l ook ing  
a t  an i n c rease i n  m i l l rate fo r  ed ucat i o n  property 
taxes, an average from the f i g u res that are made 
ava i lab le  to u s  by the M i n ister of E d u cat i o n ,  a n  aver
age of eight m i ll s  across the p rov i nce i s  g o i n g  onto 
educat ion  taxes th roughout  the  prov i nce .  That's t h e i r  
t h rust a t  a m o re equ i tab le  so l ut i o n  to ed u cati o n  
f i nance i n  th i s  p rovi nce.  T h row i t  o n t o  the property 
taxpayer where i t  s h o u l d n ' t  be; where they have 
arg u ed in the past that it 's i nequ i tab le ,  that i t  doesn't  
bear any relat io n s h i p  to one's  i ncome;  a n d  they have 
arg u ed so stre n u ous ly  in the past and yet the very f i rst 
t h i n g  that thP� have done  as a govern ment ,  w i th  
respect to educat ion  f i nan c i n g ,  i s  to t h rust a g reater 
b u rden  o n  the p roperty taxpayer in t h i s  p rov i n ce .  So I 
am n ot very wel l  conv i nced that by putt i n g  it i nto a 
review of educat ion  f i nanc ing ,  that t h i s  issue,  the  
issue of dec l i n i ng enro lments and  the response to  
dec l i n i n g  e n ro l ments i n  school  d iv is ions  t h roug hout  
the  p rov i n ce,  w i l l  get a proper hear i n g ,  w i l l  be cons i 
dered in  any terms that are reasonab le  or  that  bode 
wel l for the fu ture of ed u cati o n  in th is prov i nce,  
because their  track record in educat ion f i nanc ing  is  
n ot a very good one ,  M r .  S peaker ,  a n d  I d o n 't th i n k  i t ' s  
go ing to resu l t  in  any k ind of  so lut ion  that's com para
ble to what I had in m i nd when I suggested a task force 
o u g ht to be appo i nted.  

The fact of the  m atter is ,  M r. S peaker,  I don ' t  t h i n k  
the  mem bers o pposite rea l l y  u nd e rstan d  t h e  issue ,  
a l tho u g h  they stood up to say that they d id .  The 
M e m ber  for R iver East said t h i s  i s n 't a new issue ,  i t 's 
been g o i n g  o n  in r u ra l  areas for 40 years;  that 's true,  
Mr.  S peaker .  The d i ff i cu lty i s  that i t 's an  ent ire ly d if
ferent issue in r u ra l  Man i toba s i nce the b u s i n g  of 
c h i l d ren to schools  is  a norma l  t h i n g ;  and what d i d  
h a p pe n  w h e n  o n e  school  was c l osed down a s  a res u l t  
of popu lat ion s h ifts t o  another ,  m e a n t  t hat c h i l d re n  
st i l l  had to be b u ssed , but  t h ey had to be bussed to a 
d i fferent l ocat i o n ;  what happens when t here is a 
school  c losure i n  an u rban area often is the  destruc
t i o n  of a ne i g h bo u rhood . I t 's a n  ent i re ly  d i fferent 
prob lem;  it 's an  ent i re ly d i fferen t  issue. But t h e  
M e m ber f o r  R iver East says i t ' s  a n  o l d  i s s u e ,  i t ' s  been 
aro u n d  for 40 years, what are we worr ied about? Wel l  I 
t h i n k  that he ought  to check wi th  the  peop le  i n  the St.  
Bon i face School D iv is ion  today; in the St .  J a m es
Ass i n i bo ia  Schoo l  D iv i s ion  today; in Ass i n i bo i n e  
S o u t h  School  D i v i s i o n  today; i n  W i n n i peg School  D i 
v i s ion  today, a n d  f i n d  out  i f  they th ink  that t h i s  is  an  
o l d  issue an noth i n g  to be concerned about .  Fortu
nately he's not the M i n ister and his M i n ister does 
be l i eve that there i s  somet h i n g  to this issue,  and  h as 
added it to t h e  terms of reference now that her  Com
m i ttee o n  E d u cat ion F i n a n c i n g's  look i n g  at ,  and  has 
i nd i cated that she t h i nks  it 's i m portant �nough to 
have them g ive cons iderat i o n  to develo p i n g  recom-

mendat ions  for the  process that ought  to be fo l lowed. 
Wel l ,  M r. S p eaker, i t 's taken a g reat deal  of effort but  

I t h i n k  that i t 's  been worth the d iscuss ion that's taken 
p lace.  You k now,  the Member for Dau p h i n  decr ied the 
fact that peop le  in  h is area were payi n g  so much m o re 
as a resu l t  of t h e  educati o n  f i nance program t h at was 
i ntrod uced by o u r  govern ment;  he sa id  that t h e  peo
ple in Dauph i n  const i tuency were pay i n g  so m u c h  
m o re a s  a res u l t  o f  the educat ion f i n a n c i n g  p lan .  
Here's the i n terest i ng  t h i n g  that  h e  doesn't te l l  you 
that, across the board , on  average t h ro u g h o ut th i s  
prov i n ce,  48 percent of the cost of schoo ls  a re  be i n g  
p a i d  o n  the  p roperty tax. I n  the Dau p h i n  d iv i s ion ,  
Dau p h i n-Oc h re R i ver  D iv i s ion ,  on ly  42  percent  of the 
tota l  school  costs are on  the property tax .  They a re at 
l east 6 percentage po i nts better than  the prov i n c i a l  
average i n  t e r m s  of what percentage of the i r costs i s  
bei n g  p a i d  by o n  property t a x  and  y e t  h e  says that  
they were h a rd-done-by by the Educat i o n  F i nance 
Program that was i ntroduced by o u r  govern ment .  
That p rogram,  M r. Speaker, was a very far-reach i ng 
program that p rovided an ass u rance of fu n d i n g  for 
th ree years to al l  d iv is ions t h roughout  the prov i nce,  
and  i t  had in i t  a part of the program that a l l owed for 
decl i n i n g  enro lments.  And the safeg uard agai nst d ec
l i n i n g  e n ro l ments was that the student- base popu la
t ion  u po n  w h i c h  the f i nanc ing  was fou n ded was the 
1 980 data ,  a n d  that cont i n ued for th ree years. So that 
even i f  they lost students, even i f  they lost 1 O percent 
of their  students over the succeed i n g  t h ree years,  
they sti l l  were be i n g  g i ve n  f u n d i n g  based o n  the  1 980 
n u m ber  of stu d ents they had i n  the i r  d iv is ion  p l u s  the 
C P I  i nf lat i o n  rate  every year .  So they w o u l d  n ot be 
pena l ized by dec l i n i ng e n ro l ments,  i n  fact they wou ld  
benefit by dec l i n i n g  enro lments. 

So that was a plan that had some cons iderat i o n  for 
what m ig h t  happen to d iv is ions faced with d ec l i n i n g  
enro lments.  I t  h a d  g uaranteed i nc reases f o r  three 
years based on C P I  i n c rease in f u n d i n g  requ i rements ,  
a n d  as long as the ir  spen d i n g  i n c reases a n n u a l ly d i d  
n o t  exceed the  cost o f  l i v i n g  i ndex,  t h e n  they w o u l d  
have suff ic ient  f u n d s  wi thout  havi n g  t o  i ncrease the i r  
spec ia l  levy. That was the k i n d  of prog ram that 
mem bers opposi te and  the M i n ister of Educat i o n  sa id 
wasn' t  good e n o u g h .  
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Wel l  what's the  alternat ive that they have come u p  
w i t h  i n  t h e i r  f i rst year o f  off ice ,  i nc reas i n g  t h e  p rop
erty m i l l  rate for  school purposes. Last year o n ly f ive 
d iv i s ions  out  of 58 exper ienced an i n c rease i n  the i r  
property tax ,  th i s  year v i rtua l ly  every d iv is ion  w i l l .  So ,  
M r. S peaker ,  a l thou g h  I ag ree w i th  the i ntent to d o  
somet h i n g  a b o u t  the prob lem,  to refer i t  to a review 
c o m m ittee, M r. Cha i rman ,  I 'm not conf ident that  the 
resu l ts of t h e  review comm ittee on  educat ion  f i n an c
i ng w i l l  solve the  p rob lem because they're obv ious ly  
not solv i n g  the  problem with respect to educat ion  
f inanc ing  i n  t h i s  prov ince th i s  year, a n d  they ' re 
obv ious ly  n ot look i n g  at it from the p roper perspec
t ive .  When they take the i r f u n d i n g  and the i r  f i n a n c i n g  
f o r  educat i o n  and  put  i t  b a c k  o n t o  the p roperty tax 
ro l e  in g reater percentage and in g reater n u m be rs, 
then I say, M r. S peaker, they don't u n derstan d  the 
p rob lem ,  and they aren't g o i n g  to solve the  prob lem 
with respect to dec l i n i ng e n ro l ments.  

Thank you ,  M r. Speaker. 
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QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honourab le  G overn ment  House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER:  M r. Speaker, with the consent of the 
m e m bers o pposite I wou l d  l i ke to have it  cal led 5 :30 ,  
and have the  House adjou rned w i th  the commi ttees to  
cont i n u e  t h i s  even ing  at  8:00 p . m .  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  I s  the H o n o u rab le  House Leader  
p repared to i n d i cate to the House what wi l l  happen on  
Fr iday.  

M R. PENNER:  Yes, M r. Speaker,  I t h i n k  it 's been 
ag reed that we w i l l  cal l  T h u rsday, F riday - only in a 
H o u se of t h i s  k i n d  do you have the  p rerogative of 
do ing  t h i n g s  of that k i n d  - and the House wou ld  meet 
o n  T h u rsday at 1 0 :00 a .m .  to be adj o u rned at 1 2 : 30 
p . m . ,  and we wou l d  cont i n u e  the  fol l owi n g  week wi th  
the regu l a r  schedu le.  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  With the agreement then that the 
mem bers wi l l  reconvene i nto comm i ttee th i s  even i n g  
a t  8:00 p . m . ,  i t 's been m oved by the  Honourable Attor
ney Genera l , seconded by the H o n o u rable M i n ister of 
Heal th ,  that the House do now adjourn .  Is that 
agreed? Ag reed and so ordered. The House is accord
i n g l y  adj o u rned and w i l l  stan d  adjourned u nt i l  2:00 
p . m .  tomorrow afternoon 
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