
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, 1 April, 1 982 

Time - 8:00 p.m. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 
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MR. CHAI RMAN ,  Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): T h i s  
Com m i ttee w i l l  c o m e  to o rder. W e  are on  F i tness, 
Recreat ion  and Sport .  1 . (a) ( 1 )  to 2.(a) (2)  were a l l  read 
and passed . 

2. (b ) ( 1 )  - the Mem ber for La Verendrye. 

MR. R O B E RT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye ) :  
bel i eve m aybe G rant  Ass istan ce i s  the area where t h e  
g rants are p rovided to the d i str ict recreation  com m it
tees that a re formed and the Mem ber for D au p h i n  is 
g o i n g  to - may be I' m g o i n g  to p reempt h i m  w i th  a 
q uest ion , but  there has been a lot  of p ressu re from 
d i fferent g roups  over the years ,  to i n c rease that g rant .  
One of the problems that we had ,  of cou rse, was the 
fact that there were many new d i str icts bei n g  formed 
and  even t h o u g h  there were no m o re f u n d s  p rov ided 
on an a n n u a l  basis to the o nes that h ad a l ready 
formed , that program has act u a l l y  expanded q u ite 
rap i d l y  over the l ast n u m ber of years and ,  of cou rse, 
has I t h i n k  been one of  the programs w hereby a lot of 
the m u n i c i pa l i t ies as wel l as the school  d i v i s ions  i n  
the r u ra l  a reas that cou l d n ' t  get a l o n g  very wel l before 
have sort of bu ried the hatchet as to say and  worked 
together n ot on ly  i n  a recreat i o n  progra m ,  but  a lso  i n  
develo p i n g  some o f  t h e  faci l i t ies. I t h i n k  i t  streng
thened some of the areas in  which m aybe some s m a l l ,  
petty ,  s m a l l-town d i fferences or  m u n ic ipa l  d ifferen
ces h ave been br idged by the i ntrod uct ion of a recrea
t ion d istr ict .  

I 'm wonderi n g  i f  the M i n i ster h as had a c hance at a l l  
to l o o k  at t h e  levels o f  f u n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  recreat i o n  
d i str icts receive and I g uess the b i ggest p ressu re 
comes from the recreation  workers who are t ied i nto a 
certa in  sa lary w h i c h  the recreati o n  com m iss ion  of 
that part icu la r  area, I w o u l d  say,  is t ied i n  fai r ly  c losely 
with what the k i n d  of assistance the govern ment's 
s u p port i s  and without gett i n g  i nto a s i tuat ion  w h i c h  I 
ta l ked about  before and  the M i n i ster al l u ded to t h at 
you get i nvolved i n  the o perat iona l  expend i t u res of a 
d ist i nct d iv i s ion .  It m i g ht be t i m e  to h ave a look at the 
bas i c  g rant  level and see i f  t here's any adj u stments 
that can be made apprec iat i n g  that th is i te m ,  I t h i n k ,  
w i l l  probably g row i n  t h e  next c o u p l e  o f  years because 
there' l l  be a few m o re c o m m iss ions  t h at come 
onstream from t ime to t i me. 

MR. CHAIRMAN :  M r. M i n ister. 

HON.  LAU R EN T  DESJ AR D IN S  (St. Boniface): Yes, 
the mem ber is absol utely r ight .  The g rant hav ing  been 
i n c reased,  now, I t h i n k  if we h ave a cho ice wi th  the 
eco n o m i c  s i tuat ion  that we h ave now is  i n c reased at  
the expense of new o nes that might  come i n  and  I 
t h i n k  that the i m portant  t h i n g  i s  to t ry to t reat every
body fai r ly  and we h ave an i n c rease of $49,000 and  
that w i l l  he lp  with  f ive of the g rants .  T here i s  n o  d o u bt 
that ,  as soon as we can ,  we w o u l d  l i ke to l ook at the 

g rants to see i f  there c o u l d  be an  i n c rease, b u t  there's 
no way t h at t h i s  w i l l  be done t h i s  year wi th  the s i tua
t ion the way it  is .  

M R. CHAI RMAN :  The Mem ber for Dau p h i n .  

M R. J OHN PLOHMAN (D auphin):  M r. Cha i rman ,  
j u st wanted to fo l low u p  on  that j u st br ief ly .  I bel ieve 
the g rant is l a rgely to pay for a recreation  d i rector  i n  
these com m i ss ions .  A l l  o f  t h e  g rants a re f o r  t hat p u r
pose. I wonder how l o n g  the g rant ,  for exam p le, i n  the 
D a u p h i n-O c h re recreat i o n  d i st r i c t  h a s  been at 
$8,000.00. 

M R. D ESJ ARD I NS:  S i n ce 1 977, the f i rst year it  was 
i n co rporated i n .  
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M R. PLOHMAN :  M r. C h a i rman ,  n ow obviously in the 
f ive years then ,  of cou rse, the $8, 000 doesn ' t  g o  near 
as far as i t  d i d  f ive years ago to pay for the sa laries. As 
we al l  k n ow,  they ' re i n c reasi n g  q u ite d ra m at ica l ly ,  
and  havi n g  been a mem ber of the D au p h i n-Ochre 
recreation  d i str ict l ast year,  I reca l l  that we d i d  send a 
letter to the then M i n ister ask i n g  h i m  to look  at t h i s  
a n d  see w hether t here c o u l d  be s o m e  cons iderat ion .  I 
wou l d  j ust d raw t h at to the M i n i ster's attent ion to 
e m p h asize agai n what the former M i n i ster has j ust 
sa id  about those g rants .  

M R. D ESJ ARD INS:  I 'd l i ke to rem i n d  the mem ber 
t h at he's on o u r  s ide ,  now that he's on the g overn ment 
s i de .  The same answer wou l d  g o  to the same q u es
t ion , I g u ess,  that t h i s  is somet h i n g  that wi l l  h ave to be 
looked at . I don ' t  t h i n k  that program was never meant 
to  pay everyth i n g; i t  was somet h i n g  to hel p d i fferent 
c o m m u n it ies .  T hey can get together with other com
m u n it ies and other m u n ic i pa l i t ies to set up a recrea
t iona l  d i rector w h i c h  is somet h i n g  new, somet h i n g  a 
few years back t hey d i d n ' t  h ave it a l l .  There was no  
hel p f rom the - I 'm not debat i n g  that .  I 'm  s u re t hat 
both mem bers are absol utely r ight  that $8,000 today 
won 't g o  as far as a few years ago, but we h ave to l ook 
at the other  pr ior i t ies that  we have. I f  we can g o  back a 
l i t t le f u rther than  t h at ,  if we go back about  e igh t  years 
ag o ,  t here was n ot h i n g  at a l l .  I t h i n k  t h i s  department 
had about $20,000 o r  $30,000 to spend in a l l .  So 
t here's been an  awf u l  l ot of i m p rovement d one. T h at's 
n ot the o n l y  help they get; we h ave spec i a l ists that 
wor k  for the department that a re ava i l ab le  to he lp  
t h e m ,  to consu l t  w i t h  them and  ass ist them , but as I 
say I have no defence. I ' m  not g o i n g  to t ry to j ust ify,  to 
say t h at $8,000 wou l d  g o  as far t h i s  year as it went a 
few years ago. B u t  as I say,  we c hoose to try and get 
m o re of the people that h ave not recei ved a n yth i n g  at 
a l l ,  a n d  once we've got m ost of the peo p le i n ,  I g u ess 
we' l l  h ave to start l o o k i n g  to see i f  we can i n crease the 
g rant .  

M R. PLOHMAN :  M r. C h a i rman ,  j u st to br ing to the 
M i n ister's attent ion  o n  w hose s ide  I am,  I was j ust 
tryi n g  to po in t  o u t  in a gent le m a n ner that we d i d n't  
receive any i n c reases l ast year when we m ade the 
req u est ,  nor  the year before. 
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MR. CHAIR MAN: The Mem ber for La Verendrye. 

MR. BANMAN: Thank you. I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
cou l d  advise u s  br ief ly - I asked h i m  a quest ion in the 
Leg is lat u re the other day with regard to the demand 
b i l l i n g  for recreat ion  fac i l i t i es .  The p ro g ram I th i nk i s  
l ottery f u n ded,  but  i t  d e a l s  w i th  recreat i o n  fac i l i t ies 
and  at that  t ime ,  h e  ment ioned that h e  was h av i n g  a 
l ook at i t .  I know there are a n u mber of people that are 
wonder i n g  w hat's g o i n g  to happen .  H as he f i n i shed 
h i s  review on it? Wi l l  he cont inue  t h e  program or 
where are we headed with  that one? 

M R .  DE SJ ARD INS:  I wonder  if we c o u l d  wait  for that .  
This i s  just str ict l y  the  g rants o n  Recreat iona l  D irector 
and  what s h o u l d  be u n d e r  R ec reat iona l  R esources 
Development (3), i f  you d on't m i n d .  

MR.  CHAIR MAN: The M e m ber  f o r  E lmwood. 

M R .  RU SSELL D OE RN (E lmw ood): I just wanted to 
ask the M i n ister whether  here, o r  aga i n  u nder  (d) -
wanted to d iscuss g rants to com m u n ity c l u bs for var
ious  p u rposes i n c l u d i n g  kee p i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  open .  

MR.  DE SJ ARD INS: That  wi l l  be ,  i f  there's anyt h i ng ,  
u nder  Recreationa l  Resource Deve lopment .  This i s  
str ict ly t h e  Recreat iona l  Di rector Program.  

M R .  CHAI R M AN: The M e m ber  for Ass i n i bo ia .  

MR. RU R I C  ( R ic) N O RD MAN (Assin ib oia): M r. 
Cha i rman ,  I 'm just o n  that  $304,000, is that an equa l  
amount  to each  one of t h e  recreat iona l  d i rectors? 

M R .  DE SJ ARD I N S: T h e re's a f o r m u l a  on t h at 
depe n d i n g  on the  popu l at i o n .  

M R .  N ORDMAN: I s e e .  So there's . 

MR.  CHAIRMAN: I wou ld  l ike to caut ion the mem bers 
o nce agai n i t  won't be rec o rded in H a nsard i f  we just 
keep exchang ing  conversat ion  here.  

The Member  for Ass i n i bo ia .  

M R .  NORD MAN: So,  you're looki n g  at approxi mately 
40 d i str icts? 

MR. DE SJ ARD INS: No, not that many.  Approxi matel y  
30. 

MR. NORD MAN: Thank you ,  M r. C h a i rman .  

M R. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for  R o b l i n-Russe l l .  

MR.  J .  WALL Y Mc KENZIE (Roblin-Russell) :  Thank 
you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  I 'm wonder i n g  the  Recreat iona l  
D i rector at R ossberg has been i n  contact with  me in  
t h e  l ast two days ;  they ' re a l l  set  to g o  with  a l ot of  
programs there .  U nder  Sports Recreat ion  '82, i s  that 
the  same item as the  - t hey want permiss ion to g o  
ahead w i t h  putt i n g  the f loor  i n  t h e  r i nk. 

MR.  D ESJ ARD INS: Those are capita l  fac i l ity g rants 
and those are l ottery funds .  We' l l  come to that a b i t  
l ater. Th i s  is  str ict l y  to he lp with  the Recreat iona l  
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D i rector i n  the com m u n ity. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: 2 . ( b ) ( i )  Sa lar ies-pass? 
The Member for N iakwa. 

MR. ABE K OVNATS (Niakw a): I just have a question 
of the M i n ister. I would just l ike to ask some quest ions  
o n  some f i nancial assistance to teams that  are repres
e n t i n g  t h e  prov i n ce .  U nder  w h at i tem wou ld  that  be? 

MR.  DE SJ ARD IN S: Why don' t  we wait for Sport 
Development for that .  

M R .  KOVNATS: I 'm p repared to wait  as l o n g  as I 
know. I t's under  (f )? Fa i r  enou g h .  Thank you . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  2. ( b) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies -pass; 2 . (b ) (2) 
Other Expendi tures-pass; 2. (b )  (3) Grant Assistance
pass; 2 . (c) ( i )  Sa lar ies .  

M R. DE SJ ARD I N S: Just a m i n ute. I t h i nk that I 
s h o u l d  g ive you a word of explanat ion here.  This  i s  
somet h i n g  that hasn't been worked out  with  the  Fed
eral Govern ment  as yet for N o rthern Affai rs. but we 
have the assu rance from Cab inet that we w i l l  keep on 
wi th  t h i s  program because that wou l d  p l ace a l ot of 
peopl e  out of work and Cabi net has agreed that we 
wi l l  g u a rantee to fund  the p rogram i f  nobody e lse 
d oes. 

MR. BANM AN: C o u l d  the M i n ister g ive u s  any i nfor
mat ion as to t h e  p rojected amount  that wou ld  be 
expended i n  that part icu lar  a rea? 

MR.  DE SJ ARD IN S: M r. Cha i rman ,  364,000. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The Member for Spr ingf ie ld .  

M R .  AND Y  ANSTE TT ( Springf ield) :  M r. Cha i rman ,  i s  
the  fu l l  amount  g o i n g  to be recoverable f rom N o rth
ern  Affai rs aga in  th is  year? 

MR.  DE SJ ARD IN S: We certainly hope so. 

MR. ANSTE TT: M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  i t  i s  not ,  d oes that 
mean that there w i l l  have to be add i t iona l  mon ies 
voted under  t h i s  item? I 'm not c l ear  that if the money's 
not c u rrent ly  p rovided in N o rthern Affai rs and there is  
n o  ag reement - ( I nterject ion ) - the Member for La 
Vere n d rye suggests it's in the Enab l i n g  Vote. I wou l d  
l ike that c lar i f ied .  

M R .  DE SJ ARD I N S: Yes, i t  i s  w i th the  Department of 
F i nance in the Ena b l i n g  Vote. A l l  the money h as been 
voted for and then  i f  they can recover from the N o rth
ern Affai rs so m u c h  the better. 

MR . CHAIRMAN: 2. (c ) -pass; there's n o  amou nts 
wi th i n  i t  so j ust pass. 2 . ( d )  R ecreat ion Resou rces 
Deve lopment .  

M R .  DESJ ARD IN S: Excuse me,  there is  no amount  
but I want  to make s u re t h e  amount  i s  $364, 000, the  
total amount .  

MR.  CHAI RMAN :  2 . ( d ) ( 1 )  Sa laries. 
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The M e m ber for La Verendrye. 

M R. BAN M AN: Wel l ,  I pose the same quest ion that I 
asked earl ier ,  Mr .  C h a i rman ,  of the  M i n ister with 
regards to the  demand b i l l i n g .  H as he  got any i n for
mat ion with regards to that p rog ram ?  

M R. DESJ AR D I NS: I g u ess my answer wou l d  b e  the  
same - I can' t  e laborate too much m ore - the same 
that I g ave in  the  H ouse.  Th is  i s  a p rogram that was 
p rov ided to h e l p  d i fferent fac i l i t ies  to cou nteract the  
h igh  rates, a n d  that was a program also to assist 
peop le  to try and get them to save on  energy and that 
hasn't  been the  case at a l l .  In that case its been a 
fai l u re because they f ig u red it was the  way it was set 
up, so  we're rev iewi n g  the progra m .  We w i l l  h ave a 
prog ram ;  the  p rog ra m  w i l l  be somewhat d i fferent .  
We're go ing ahead wi th  t h i s  prog ram ,  I t h i n k  for t h i s  
year, the  w a y  i t  i s  n o w ,  b u t  t h e  d i fferent fac i l i t ies w i l l  
b e  i n formed that we're chang i n g  t h at ,  and  we are 
try i n g  to deve lop  a program that wou l d  h e l p  t h e m ,  
ass i s� them a n d  g i ve them s o m e  i ncent ive to cut  d o w n  
on  t h i s  energ y  t h i n g  i n stead o f  j u st say i n g  that we' l l  
p ick u p  t h e  extra cost. 

M R. BAN MAN: I apprec iate that and I t h i n k  one of the  
prob lems t h at we had i s  when  the  demand b i l l i n g  
system was i nt rod u ced b y  Man itoba Hydro ,  i t  caught  
a l ot of peop l e  of f  g ua rd a n d  d i d  create some fai r ly 
large anoma l ies .  I not iced in the  l ast n u m ber  of years 
that what was happe n i n g  now is that because the  
demand b i l l i n g  rate i s  l ower,  some of the fac i l i t ies i n  
effect were benef i t i n g  from t h e  demand b i l l i n g  rate, 
even t h o u g h  at some t i m e  they thought  i t  had h u rt 
t h e m .  B u t  what happened rea l l y  is that we had the  
hydro  rates i n c rease at a rate of 1 50 percen t  i n  a 
m atter of t h ree-an d-a-ha l f  years, and  people were 
rea l l y  caught  and thought  that the demand m i l l i ng 
was to b lame for i t .  I t h i n k  that now with the rate freeze 
o n ,  t h e  peo p l e  h ave been ab le  to sort of p lan  better 
and have been ab le  to cut back on power cons u m p
t ion  by d o i n g  t h i n g s  s u c h  as u s i n g  the  heat that  the  
co m p ressors generate to heat maybe part of t h e i r  
c l u bhouse.  We've s e e n  some p retty i n novat ive t h i ngs .  

I wou l d  e n c o u rage the  M i n ister to use peop le  such  
as  B i l l  McGregor and h i s  department who do an  excel
lent  job of g o i n g  out  and tal k i n g  to peop le ;  h e l p i n g  
t h e m  wi th  t h e i r  fac i l i t i es and  I t h i n k  that i s  probably 
t h e  way to go .  Many of the  rura l ,  recreat ion fac i l i t ies 
are be i n g  b u i l t  by recreat ion comm iss ions ,  who very 
often are n ot exper ienced in e i ther  renovat i n g  or 
b u i l d i n g  new fac i l i t ies ,  and can very often use the h e l p  
o f  somebody who is  k n owledgeable i n  that f ie ld .  I 
th i n k  that type of assistance provided by the  depart
ment  is val uab le  i n  red u c i n g  operati n g  costs, red u c
i n g  energy costs a n d  many of the  oth e r  related costs 
t h at can go ,  because i f  you b u i l d  a fac i l ity that 's m o re 
funct iona l  than  it wou l d  be u n d e r  normal  c i rc u m stan
ces,  t h at's somet h i n g  that w i l l  in the long run save the 
taxpayers i n  that part icu la r  m u n ic i pa l ity some m o n ey. 
So ,  I 'd encou rage h i m  to fo l l ow up aggress ive ly on  
that  part of the  program.  

I g uess the  other  q u est ion i s ,  the M i n i ster ment i 
oned br ie f ly  i n  rep ly  to q u est ions i n  the Leg i s l at u re 
t h e  other day that he w i l l  be a n n o u n c i n g  a fac i l i t ies 
program,  I u n derstan d  for about a m i l l i on  d o l l ars.  I 

guess one of the  concerns that I wou l d  h ave is - u rge 
the M i n ister to a n n o u nce i t  as soon as poss i b l e  
because a l ot o f  the  m u n i c i pa l i t ies have or  a r e  i n  t h e  
f ina l  stages o f  str i k i n g  t h e i r  budgets and a r e  wonder
i n g  w h at is g o i n g  to be ava i lab le .  So,  I wou l d  u rg e  h i m  
t o  g o  ahead a n d  i n d icate to t h e  peop le  exact ly  w h at i s  
happen i n g .  H a s  he  g o t  a t i m e  frame? W i l l  h e  be 
an n o u n c i n g  very short ly  the p rogram and w h at i s  
go ing  t o  happen? 

M R. DESJ AR D I NS: I wou l d  l i ke to thank  the m e m ber 
for his advice.  We are very fort u n ate i ndeed to h ave 
somebody l i k e  M r. M c G regor ,  and in fact, he's the one 
that i s  the  key m a n  i n  th is  progra m ,  work i n g  for th is  
g ro u p  to d o  exactl y  w h at h as been suggested .  I m i g ht 
say that l ast year t here was c lose to $97,000 voted for 
that and t h i s  year I 'm ask i n g  for 1 49.  So ,  i t 's not a 
q u est ion  that we're cu tt i n g  the  program but  we're 
go i n g  to look at the p rog ram .  

As far a s  the  capi ta l  program u n der  lottery, t h e  on ly  
d i ffere n ce has been  t h at we've cut  down f rom 2 m i l
l i o n  i n  o n e  year to 2 m i l l i on ,  i t ' l l  be a n n o u n ced a 
two-year p rogra m  but  it'll be 2 m i l l i on  on ly  for th i s  
u nt i l  we catch u p  and  t ry to make more money u nder 
the  l ottery revenue .  We' re work i n g  on th i s  now and I 
don ' t  t h i n k  i t ' l l  be very m u c h  longer  when we' l l  accept 
appl i cat ions .  

MR.  BANMAN: Is the  M i n ister comte m p l at i n g  that 
the  criter ia  w i l l  be very m uc h  the  same as the  l ast 
prog ram ?  

M R .  D E SJ AR D I N S: I t h i n k  a lot wou l d  depend on  the  
a pp l i cat ions  t h at we h ave. I f  you h ave too many app l i 
cat i o n s  you m i g ht have to cut  down a b i t  bu t  we're not  
conte m p lat i n g  hav i n g  to do that at  t h i s  t ime .  

M R. McKENZ IE :  That p retty wel l ,  M r .  Cha i rman ,  
answers t h e  q u esti o n  I was rai s i n g .  The  Ross b u rn 
recreat ion  d i rector a n d  the  m u n ic i pa l i t ies are keen ly  
i n terested in  gett i n g  started o n  t h e i r  proposa ls :  f loor 
in  t h e  ri n k ;  u p g rade t h e  basebal l d i a m o n d ;  s h owers at 
Wel l m a n  Lake ,  a n d  t h e n  putt i n g  a tractor shed out  at 
the A n g u sv i l l e  r i n k  because they're putt i n g  i n  art i f ic ia l  
ice  t here.  and they've been p h o n i n g  me a n d  wonder
i n g  w h e n  t h e  M i n i ster cou l d  g ive them the  g reen l i g ht 
so they c o u l d  start t h e i r  p rojects. So ,  I g u ess when the 
M i n ister sa id  i t ' l l  l i ke ly  be t h i s  m o nth  somet i me,  they 
shou l d  get the  g reen l i g ht to e i ther  go or stop.  

M R. D E SJ AR D I NS:  Yes, M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I be l i eve it 's 
safe to say t h at we' l l  h ave everyt h i n g  in p l ace t h i s  
month .  
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M R. D O E R N :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  I want to ask the M i n ister 
about a problem w h i c h  m ay be a m u n i c i pa l  p ro b l e m ,  
but I t h i n k  he  shou ld  be concerned a b o u t  i t  as wel l .  
That 's t h e  fact - a n d  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  u s e  W i n n i peg a n d  
E l mwood as an  examp le  - a l ocal  com m u n ity c l u b  i n  
my a rea i s  Ke lv i n on Henderson H i g hway, a n d  they 
have I 'm s u re ,  g rants that come, certainly from the  c ity 
and poss i b l y  from the p rov ince for recreat i o n  p u r
poses, part i c u lar ly  a d i rector, and I s u p pose they may 
have oth e r  operat i n g  g rants,  but their  part i c u l a r  p rob
lem is in keep i n g  the fac i l ity open. They have,  l i ke 
m ost oth e r  com m u n ity c l u bs or many other com m u n-
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ity c l u bs, a vo lu nteer p rob lem.  They don 't have a shor
tage of teams;  they stru g g l e  w i th  coach es and so o n ,  
but  they seem to b e  a b l e  to manage t h a t  s ide  o f  i t  and  
then they h ave a f u l l - t ime - not necessar i l y  fu l l -t ime  
- but they have a person w h o  works t here. 

The problem i s  t h i s ,  they have the p h ys ica l  fac i l i ty .  
They have the c l u b ;  they h ave their  r i nks, t h e i r  
change-rooms, t h e i r  l ockers and  so o n ,  but  they don 't 
have people to keep the  c l u b  open .  So you get i nto the  
r id icu lous s i tuat ion of the c l u bs bei n g  c losed d u ri n g  
the  week from M o n d ay t o  Fr iday after 4:00. I ' m  t h i nk
i n g  now especial l y  of the  w i ntert i me for skat i n g  and  
hockey, young c h i l d ren  can 't access t h at c l u b  unt i l  
6:00 at n i g ht .  I know a l o n g  t i m e  ago i n  Wi n n i peg i t  
seemed l ike a l l  t h e  c l u bs were o pen after  4:00 in  par
t icu lar. N ow, I don 't know what the pattern is but  I 
know i n  my own a rea,  at least o n e  or two of the c l u bs 
out of fou r  or f ive are c losed from 4:00 to 6:00 or from 
3:30 to 6:00 wh ich i s  r id icu lous .  They are often also 
c losed on S u n d ays, so it 's f ine i f  you h ave a n  organ
ized team sport, but  t here's t h e  p ro b l e m  - does t h e  
p rovi nce h ave any i n put i n  t h i s  and  can t h e  M i n ister 
s uggest a solut ion? 

MR . DE SJ ARD IN S: Thank you, M r. Cha i rman .  This i s  
a prob lem,  but  w e  h ave e n o u g h  of o u r  o w n  that we're 
not  goi n g  to accept the p roblems that  a re t h e  respon
s i b i l i t ies of the m u n i c i pa l i t ies  and  t h e  C ity of Wi n
n i peg .  I t  seems that m y  h o n o u rab le  f r iend i s  descri b
i ng a l ack of i nterest in that com m u n ity ,  and I ' m  
s urpr ised i f  that's t h e  same com m u n ity t h at w e  heard 
before d i n ne r that was so act ive in sports  and  so on.  I t  
seems to m e  they could get some vol u nteers to show 
e n o u g h  i nterest i n  the you n g sters, and  I t h i nk that  i f  
you're g o i ng to h ave a s u ccessf u l  com m u n ity c l u b, 
you need a l ot of vo l u nteers.  Usu a l l y  it i s  t h e  parents 
who I 've seen who work very h a rd in  rai s i n g  funds  and 
in  spe n d i ng many h o u rs .  I don 't know; I can accept 
that there's a p ro b lem, but I can't see what this 
department of the prov i n ce c o u l d  do a n yth i n g  to 
change that at al l  i f  the i n te rest i s  not t here. 

O u r  main t h rust in t h i s  depa rtment  i s  to h e l p  peop le  
h e l p  themselves,  not to i m pose certai n  t h i ngs  and  try 
to do everyt h i n g  for people. I remember when I was a 
youngster, we used to h ave to c lean the  ice and every
t h i n g  and  I t h i nk we p robab ly  g ot more out of it than 
havi n g  everyth i ng done for yourselves. So i f  there's 
n o  i nterest in the com m u n i ty, we're n ot about to step 
in even i s  we had the f inances and we certa i n l y  haven't 
g ot them.  

M R. D OE R N:  M r. C h a i rman,  as the  say i n g  goes ,  
when I was a youngster we used to rol l  and scrape and 
water the ten n i s  cou rts,  b u t  you don ' t  see anybody 
doing that nowadays.  You a lso see com m u n ity c l u bs 
w h i c h  are a lways t hreatened w i th  c los u re because of 
a l ack of vol u nteer part ic i pat i o n .  That hasn't been true 
in my end of tow n ,  but  it 's certa i n l y  been true in other 
parts of the  c i ty and  maybe other  parts of the 
p rovi nce. 

But my quest ion  i s  t h i s, a re t here g rants that the 
p rov i nce g i ves for Recreat i o n  D i rectors and  a l so for 
people to assist so that t h e  c l u bs can be kept open? 
Because, you know, i t  makes l i t t le sense to have the 
physical  structu re there, the  teams there and so on 
and  yet,  m aybe for somebody to put  in a

' 
couple of 
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h o u rs a day, they can't seem to get somebody t here 
for two, th ree h o u rs a day, f ive, six days a week. I mean 
we're n ot ta lki n g  about a g reat dea l  of money;  I ' m  
talki ng  about a s i tuat ion where f o r  a port ion o f  t h e  day 
they apparently are u nable to g et somebody who w i l l  
o n  a consistent bas i s  keep t h e  c l u b  open . I ' m  just  
say i n g ,  does the provi nce prov ide f u n d i n g  for th is  
p u rpose o r  is this str ict ly  in the hands  of the m u n ic i
pa l ity i n  the local  area? 

M R. DE SJ ARD IN S: No,  the prov ince h ave no pro
g rams, no g rants,  for operat i n g  costs w hatsoever i n  
t h i s  f ie ld ,  a n d  I w o u l d  h ave t o  say that  i t  wou l d  b e  a 
very low pr iority with  us at th i s  t ime .  

M R. D OE RN :  Does the provin ce prov ide g rants to  
ind iv idua l  com m u n ity cl u bs ,  o r  i s  t h i s  agai n ,  t h i s  i s  
done to the  m u n i c i pa l ity and then  parcel led out  for 
the  capita l  o r  operat i ng? 

M R. DE SJ ARDIN S: The capita l  has in the  past 
assisted in some, depend ing  o n  their  request of the 
C i ty of W i n n i peg .  They cou l d  qua l i fy ,  cou l d  app ly ,  
depe n d i n g  o n  what the  gu idel i nes wi l l  be for  a capital  
p roject, but  that's somet h i n g  completely d i fferent. 
That's certa i n l y  not capital project; i t  wou l dn't  be 
s tretched to a l l ow any operat i n g  costs at a l l .  It wou ld  
h ave to be for actua l  construct ion ,  o r  renovat ion ,  o r  
i m p rovement of fac i l i t ies .  

M R. CH AIRM AN :  The Member for Spr ingf ie ld .  

M R. AN STE TT: M r .  C h a i rman,  I wasn't  s u re i f  I 
u n derstood t h e  M i n ister's answer to the question  
f rom the  M e m ber for  La  Vere n d rye regard i n g  the  l ot
ter ies g rant  m o n ies t h i s  year. There was somet h i n g  
about a two-year p rogram, b u t  w i t h  the f i rst year, t h i s  
year,  h a v i n g  i n  i t  approxi matel y  t h e  s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  
money a s  w a s  i n  the program l ast year, i s  that correct? 

M R. DE SJ ARD IN S: The program has changed;  there's 
been m i l l ions  of d o l lars spent in t h at progra m .  It has 
probably been one of the m ost s uccessfu l  programs 
that we've had and  i t  has enabled many m u n i c i pa l i 
t ies, many p rojects, to see the l ig h t  i n  d i fferent areas 
of the provi nce .  Now,  in the l ast few years, the 
department  had earmarked $2 m i l l i o n  a year  for th is  
program.  Th is  year ,  because of l ack of funds  i n  that 
part i c u l a r  f u n d  t h at we had ,  it 's p retty wel l dep leted . 
We can o n l y  put  i n  a m i l l ion d o l l a rs i n stead of $2 
m i l l io n ;  i n  other  words,  we' re a n n o u n c i n g  a $2 m i l l i o n  
p rogram but  for  t w o  years, so i t' l l  b e  cut  i n  ha l f  
actua l ly .  

M R. A NSTETT: Does th is  mean ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
t h r o u g h  y o u  to the M i n ister, that i t  i s  l ikely the maxi
m u m  amount  ava i lab le  w i l l  drop aga in? I t  had been 
25,000, then it  d ropped to 20. D oes this mean i t  w i l l  
l ikely  drop again? 

MR. DESJ ARD I NS: I don't  rem e m ber when i t  was 25 .  

M R .  ANSTE TT: Three years ago .  

MR.  D ESJ ARD I N S: Oh,  last year? 
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M R .  A NSTETT: The last two years . . .  

M R .  DESJ AR D I NS: It started at 20, 25. Wel l ,  these are 
some of the t h i n g s  that we're tryi n g  to determ i n e  for 
t h is year depen d i n g  on the app l i cat ion  and so on and  
that ' l l  be annou n ced as  soon  as we're ready to go. 
That 's a poss i b i l i ty .  I want to say that we had ag reed 
that we' l l  be very f lex i b le, but t h i s  i s  lottery funds .  
Lottery funds  a re  not somet h i n g  that we're vot i ng, i t 's 
somet h i n g  i f  the  money is  there, f i ne ;  i f  n ot, we cut 
down. You have to have certa i n  p rograms that w i l l  be 
able to - i f  the m on ey i s  there, you ' re g o i n g  to have a 
l a rger  p rog ra m ;  if n ot, you ' re g o i n g  to have to cut  
down o n  the  progra m .  We have n o  other  way of d o i n g  
that; we h a v e  no  c h o i c e  i n  that a t  a l l .  I t  is  not a ques
t ion of vot i n g  more money in the  Est i m ate. I t 's  not 
shown in the page that you have in front of you.  

MR. ANSTETT: M r. Cha i rman, my concern only was 
some idea as to what the maxi m u m  amou nt m ight  be 
for the larger  m u n i c i pa l i t ies, the ones that are ent i t led 
to the  fu l l  amount o n  the  per capita form u l a .  The  l ast 
two years it's been 20;  pr ior  to that i t  was 25. 

MR. DESJ AR DI NS: M r. Cha i rman,  I wou l d n 't h azard 
a g u ess at this t i m e  because this i s  what we're work i n g  
on .  I t  depends a l ot on  what we feel i s  needed and w e  
w i l l , a s  soon a s  poss i b l e, set u p  the  g u i d e l i nes f o r  t h e  
programs .  

MR.  CHAI R MAN: The Membe r  for V i rden .  

M R. HAR RY G RAHAM (Virden) :  Thank you,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  I wasn 't too s u re if I u n derstood the M i n is
ter correct l y  when he  was tal k i ng about the  demand 
b i l l i n g  and t h e  p rog ram t h at h as been i n  effect and h e  
i n d icated there w a s  g o i n g  to be s o m e  c h a n g e  i n  i t .  
Could the M i n ister te l l  me once m o re what i t  was he  
was p lan n i ng ?  

M R. DESJ AR D I NS: I t ' s  been a g rant, l i ke the  former 
M i n i ster sa id ,  that i t  was somet h i n g  that had to be 
done fast and these g rants always have to be reviewed. 
I t  hasn ' t  done what was expected of i t .  I t 's he l ped the 
fac i l i t i es but the  way i t  was d o n e, i t  p ractica l l y  
encou raged them to spend m ore m oney and there
fore the doors of arenas were l eft open - a l ot of 
t h i n g s  l i k e  that. So, we certa i n l y  can 't go a l o n g  w i th  
that. I t 's  not f i na l ized yet; we're t h i n k i n g  of spend i n g  
$1 49,000.00.  W e  want t o  m a k e  t h rough  t h i s, M r. 
McG regor, most ly there' l l  be an assessment  to see 
what i s  needed to have an expert o p i n i o n .  There' l l  be a 
workshop ;  i t ' l l  be an educat ion  for these people, how 
to conserve and  save energy, and  then there wi l l  be a 
g rant to h e l p  them to do certai n t h i n gs, e i ther f ix  the  
w indows o r  the doors and so on  to conserve energy .  
I t ' l l  be a prog ram that  w i l l  g ive them some assistance, 
but again,  h e l p  them to he lp  themselves and g ive them 
an i n cent ive to shoot at  to  try to conserve energy 
i n stead of the  more they spend,  the more m o n ey 
they' l l  make and somebody e lse is p i c k i n g  u p  the  
shot .  

M R. GRAHAM: M r. Cha i rman, I f ind i t  somewhat h ard 
to be l i eve that the com m u n it ies wou l d  leave the doors 
open and t h i n g s  of that natu re where e nergy was 

wasted, because 95 percent of the total cost they bear 
themselves. The g rant i s  a very s m a l l  port ion of the  
total H y d ro cost .  I t h i nk  that i f  the  M i n ister has h ad a 
study done of t hat, I wou l d  apprec iate seei n g  i t .  

M R .  DESJ AR D I NS: I wou l d  suggest that you speak to 
you r col l eag ue to your  r ight .  I th ink  that when th is  
work,  when th is  M r. M c G regor - I d i d n 't go and  l ook 
at a l l  these fac i l i t ies, I can assu re you of that .  I 'm g o i n g  
by recom mendat ion o f  the  government  t h a t  I t h i n k  
that t h e  former M i n i ster i s  aware o f  some o f  t h e  p rob
lems .  I don 't see why our peop le  wou l d  make t h ese 
k i n d  of statements i f  they were n 't true at a l l .  I choose 
to be l i eve that there is  somet h i n g  to that and I th i n k  i t  
i s  a good progra m .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  h igh  t ime t h at we 
reassess t h i s  program and g i ve a l i t t le more i ncent ive 
and educate the peop le  to try to h e l p  themse lves i n  
conservi n g  energy. 

M R. G RAHAM : M r. Cha i rman,  to carry on a l i t t le 
further, I be l ieve there has been some rather  exten s ive 
quest i o n i n g  in the C h a m ber  with respect to the p ro
posed po l i cy of the  govern ment  w i th  respect to h y d ro 
rates .  I can assu re the M i n ister that a l l  of these recrea
t iona l  c o m m i ss ions  are very concerned about  h y d ro 
rates because it is the  major port ion  of t h e i r  b u dget .  I f  
there i s  a rev i ew o f  hydro rates c o m i n g  u p, I wou l d  ask 
the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister to keep that in the back of h i s  
m i n d  t h a t  t hese recreat iona l  com m iss ions d o  h ave a 
p rob lem and  if there is any s i g n if icant i n c rease i n  
hyd ro rates there, i t  cou l d  be a cons iderable p ro b l e m .  
So, I wou l d  s u ggest t o  the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister t h at 
perhaps h e  m i g ht do some lobby ing  i n  Cab inet a n d  i f  
there i s  an  u n freez ing  of hydro rates, maybe h e  c o u l d  
p revai l on  h i s  co l l eagues to k e e p  a freeze o n  recrea
t iona l  fac i l i t ies .  

M R. DESJ AR D I NS: M r. Cha i rman,  I d o n 't i nten d  to 
be d rawn i nto an  arg u ment on  Hydro at  th is  t i me ;  t h i s  
is n ot m y  respons i b i l i ty .  I t h i n k  t h a t  the  h o n o u ra b l e  
member s h o u l d  rea l ize what we are t ry i n g  to d o, a n d  I 
th i nk he s h o u l d  encourage us i n  tryi n g  to tel l t he  
peop le  of Man itoba that  i t ' s  i m portant to conserve 
energy, to g i ve them g rants to h e l p  fac i l itate t hese 
t h i n g s  of tak i n g  care of the  w i n d ows or  doors o r  some 
fac i l i t ies .  M r. McG regor was  ment ioned ;  I t h i n k  t h at 
we a l l  ag ree, those that k n ow h i m, those that h ave 
heard about  h i m  that we are very fort u n ate to have a 
man s u c h  as he i n  the  department .  We' re g o i n g  to use 
h i m  as much as we can .  I don 't apo log ize  for th is  
prog ram ;  i t  was a program that  was, I be l i eve, started 
u nder the former govern ment .  I buy i t  1 00 percen t ;  I 
th i nk it 's m uc h  more i m portant wi th  the  l i m ited f u n d s  
that we h ave t h a t  we educate t h e  peop l e  to t a k e  c a re 
of t h ese fac i l i t ies i n stead of hav i n g  a program that w i l l  
enco u rage poor management a n d  we're n ot about  to 
cont i n ue in do ing  that .  

M R. G RAHAM: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman,  I hope t h e  M i n i s
ter i s  not m isconstru i ng what I ' m  atte m pt i n g  to say to 
h i m .  I am ask i ng h i m, u rg i n g  h i m  to act o n  beha l f  of 
the var ious recreat iona l  comm iss ions i f  t h e re is a 
review of hydro rates . I hope that he u nderstan d s  t h e  
posi t i o n  t h ey ' re i n  and the  effect that a hyd ro rate 
cou l d  h ave in the future and al l I ' m  d o i n g  i s  ask i n g  t h e  
M i n i ster i f  h e  wou l d  cons ider  i t  w i t h  h i s  Cab i n et co l-
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leag u es if they do attem pt to review the  Hydro rates? 

MR. DESJ AR D INS:  Mr. C h airman ,  I u nderstood per
fectly the m e m ber is trying to d raw me into a debate 
that I don ' t  intend to g o  in  at t his time .  The member  
k n ows that  I 'm  a m e m ber of the  Treasu ry Board and  
k n ows that  I ' l l  have  a part - that I ' l l  be consu l ted l ike 
a l l  the others before we make that decision. Of 
course,  the concern that I h ave in  representing m y  
department  a n d  a n other  concern that I have, I thin k 
he can rest assu red that I wil l voice my opinio n .  

MR.  G RAHAM: Wel l ,  I thank  the  Honourab le  Minister. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: The M e m ber  for Kirkfie ld  Park .  

M RS. G ER R I E  HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park) :  Yes, M r .  
C hairman ,  I appreciate the energy conservation part 
and I thin k that's a good idea. 

I ' m  j ust wondering  if they wil l  be considering  when  
they ' re doing  the  g rants i f  they"l l  be apportioned pos
sib ly  to the type of the b ui lding ,  and I ' m  thinking 
partic u lar ly  of a bui lding t h at we have in my area that 
was b ui lt  in a time w h e n  e nergy was no object and  it's 
a partic u l ar ly  hard type of bui lding to heat. I imagine 
that i t  wou l d  take a l ot of extra funds to try and  get that 
particu la r  bui lding into any  kind of shape that wou l d  
rea l l y  b e  an  energy saver a n d  I j ust wonder when  
they're looking a t  t his i f  they m ig h t  be considering t h e  
bui lding? 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: Mr .  Minister. 

MR. DESJ AR D I NS:  I thin k that is a very good point. I 
can't  a n n o u nce a n y  p rogram at t his time but  I can 
assu re the  member  that I person a l l y  wil l be q uite con
cerned with this and  if need be, once these peop le  
h ave done everything that they cou l d ,  we cou ld  have a 
p rogram l ater o n ,  something like  o u r  Capital Progra m  
or  e n large that Capita l Program to e n a b l e  peop le  t o  
m a k e  s o m e  c h a n g e s  t o  their bui lding i f  it's worth i t ;  if 
the  bui ldings are in g ood shape to do exact ly  that .  I 
think in this day a n d  age we have to be consciou s  
a b o u t  saving energ y  and  i t  becomes very, very impor
tant ,  so it 's  a point t h at we will take into consideration 
and consider very serious ly .  

MR. CHAIR MAN: Recreation Resou rces Development 
(d ) (l) Sa laries-pass; ( d ) (2) Other  Expenditu res
pass; (d ) (3)  G rant Assistance-pass; 2. (e)  Fitness 
Deve lopment ,  2(e) ( 1 )  Sa laries - the M e m ber  for La 
Vere n d rye. 

MR.  BANMAN: Thank you ,  M r. C h airman .  
I b e l i e v e  l ast  y e a r  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  

a n n o u nced that they wou l d  b e  doing a Fitness Test
ing Program rig ht across Canada a n d  I ' m  won d e ring  
i f  the Minister has had any  resu l ts f rom that to te l l  u s  
h ow Manitobans stack u p  against t h e  rest o f  Canada.  
In  other words,  is the  average M anitoban j ust as fit as 
the average Swede? 

MR. CHAIR MAN: M r. Minister. 

MR. DESJ AR D IN S: M r. C h airman ,  I u n d erstan d  that 
we're certain ly  at t h e  nationa l  average,  that's in Can-

ada.  Now, w here we fit compared to the  Swedes, I 
g u ess may we' l l  h ave to ask the  D u ke of Edin b u r g h ,  
who t o l d  u s  a few years a g o  that we were way behin d .  I 
thin k in a l l  seriousness that t h e re h as been a big 
improvement  in the l ast few years.  I person a l l y  never 
thought  that I 'd see as many peop le  so conscious 
about  fitness. We're taking this p rogram very serious ly .  
We're working with senior citizen  peop le  and a lso this 
is an area that we want to take resou rces from the  
Department  of Hea lt h ;  it's easy in this case, I don ' t  
have to argu e  with any other  Minister and  I can te l l  
you that we want our  H o m e  Ee Department  a n d  our  
dieticians  to work in t his department  to set  u p  pro
g ra m s  because we fee l like fitness a n d  diets, p roper 
eating  habits g o  together .  We're en listing the he l p ,  the 
assistance of the  Department  of E d ucation to work 
a lso in this area to try and d o  away with j u n k  food in 
these areas as m uc h  as possib le  to ed ucate the p u blic.  

MR. BANMAN: I wonder if the Minister c o u l d  te l l  us ,  
wil l a report be made by the  Federa l  G overn ment  with 
regards to the  n ationa l  sort of testing  progra m ,  wil l 
that be made p u b lic or wil l it be p rovided on a confi
dentia l  basis to t h e  respective Ministers of the p rovin
ces, or  what is anticipated to happen with the data that 
they h ave col lected from rig ht  across Canada? 

M R .  DESJ AR D I NS: I must  be very honest with the 
mem ber, this is n ews to me ,  I did n't even k n ow there 
was such  a th ing .  Off the top of my head,  if there's a 
report I don 't see why we wou l d n 't make it p u b lic.  I ' m  
anxiou s  t o  see it, I did n ' t  k n ow that  th is was t h e  case 
and  I 'm s u re that we wil l make it  p u b l ic .  

M R .  BAN MAN: Wel l ,  maybe the  Minister cou ld check 
into i t  and  if t here is anything that his department  is  
receivin g  a n d  could pass a long to the  M e mbers of the 
Legis l at u re ,  I 'd  appreciate h aving a report or  hearing  
what the  res u lts of the  su rvey were ,  because I k n ow 
that the  department did co-operate with them in a 
n u m ber  of areas a n d  I thin k that some of the  Ministers 
rig ht  across Canada were anxiou s  to expand it some
what .  I don ' t  k now if that exact l y  happened in M ani
toba but I wou l d  be anxiou s  to see what the resu lts 
were. 

MR. DESJ AR D I NS: I wou l d  l ike to thank  the mem ber 
for that ;  to bring it  to my attention and we're taking 
note of that .  I u n derstand that the  e d u cated g uess is it  
could be by t h e  e n d  of t his fiscal  year sometime ;  
apparent ly it 's  n ot q uite ready.  As soon as we h ave it, 
we wil l certain l y  give the information to the p u b lic a n d  
t o  the mem bers. 
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MR. BANMAN: The oth e r  thing ,  of course, is the  
th ing  that the  Minister touched on in h is  ro le  as  Minis
ter of Heal th ,  fitness deve lopment  becomes a very 
important part of - in the car b u siness we c a l l  it 
preventive maintenance . . .  

M R .  DESJ AR D INS:  I n  the  f u neral  business we c a l l  it 
staying a l ive. 

MR. BAN MAN: I have to say to you that it is, I be lieve, 
an  important part of our overa l l  hea l th  p rog ram in 
trying to red uce some of the  costs within the system 
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and that  I wou l d  encourage the  Minister  to work 
together  with the Federal Govern ment on programs 
such as Participaction and others to t ry to h eig hten 
the p u b lics awareness of what a litt l e  bit of exercise ,  
what a litt l e  bit of watching your  p roper foods can d o  
t o  g o  a h e a d  a n d  make you a healthier individ u a l .  So,  I 
wou l d  encou rage the Minister to contin ue  to p u rs u e  
that cou rse, k nowing f u l l  we l l  that it' l l  probably 
benefit him on  the  oth e r  side and maybe h e' l l  h ave to 
ask for  less money for Health n ext year. 

M R. D E SJ AR D I N S :  I 'd be very p l eased to accept the  
suggestion of the honourab le  m e m ber .  

M R. CHAIR MAN: 2 . (e)  Fitness Deve lopment ,  ( 1 )  
Sa laries-pass; 2 . (e) (2)  Other  Expendit u res-pass;  
2. (f) Sport Development ( 1 )  - the Mem ber for La 
Vere n d rye. 

M R. BANMAN: A n u m ber  of q u estions  here, M r. 
C h a i r m a n .  First of a l l ,  there was a m eeting of Minis
ters, I th ink ,  j ust d u ring the e lection which I did n ' t  
atten d ;  I th ink  the  Deputy attended it ,  and at a m eeting  
j u st ,  I b elieve, six months p rior to that t here was going 
to be a real attempt made to sort of set down a delinea
tion of a u t h o rity if you want to c a l l  it .  I n  other words,  
what the  Provincial G overn ment  wou l d  more or  less 
be responsib le  for  in the  area of games as wel l as e l ite 
ath l ete deve l o p ment ,  and what the P rovincial G ov
ernment  wou l d  be responsible for, in  other words,  t h e  
nationa l -provincial s p lit. 

I d on ' t  rea l l y  think  that t here h ave been many large 
prob lems with regard to that ,  except that when one 
dea l s  with something l ike the  Canada G a m es ,  it 
becom es a fairly cost ly  thing and  I k n ow the Federal  
Govern ment  is constant ly reviewing their role in it .  I ' m  
wondering  if t h e  Minister h a s  h a d  a c h ance to discuss 
any of t his with his  federal counterpart ,  in  other  
words ,  the  assistance to ath letes, the  E lite Ath lete 
Prog ram that the Federal G overnment  carries o n  ver
sus t h e  program such  as we h ave here ,  the  M a n P l a n  
Prog ram ,  and  i f  there's been any m eeting of the  minds 
or  a ny r u l es or  reg u l ations  established as to who's  
going to do what,  and who's going to be l ooking after 
the different ath l etes that are, in t his day and age,  
trying  to excel in the particu la r  sport they are e n g aged 
in . 

M R. D E SJ A R D I N S :  M r .  C h ai r m a n ,  I ' m  q u i te  
con cerned at  th is  point because again I thin k t h e  
Federal Govern ment  i s  trying t o  push  more a n d  m o re 
of their responsibility to the  provinces.  U nfort u n ate ly ,  
I h aven' t  had a chance to speak to the  federal  Minister 
and I s u ggest that we shou ld  h ave a meeting fair ly 
soo n ,  but  I can give the mem bers of this Com mittee an  
examp le .  

The  Western Canada Games t h at we've had for a 
n u m be r  of years now, the '83 G a m es were su pposed 
to be held in Ca lgary and of cou rse the Province of 
A l berta are q uite anxious to have a kind of a d ry run or  
a d ress rehearsal  for their bigger  g a m es and t h ey ' re 
anxious  to have these games.  So far, apparent ly ,  the  
Federal  Government  is  saying that t h ey wil l n o  longer  
pay  for transportation of the  ath l etes. Now,  I 've 
informed the Province of A l be rta that it wou l d n't  be 
fair not to advise them at t his time and if this is the 

case,  there's n o  way that M anitoba wil l be able to go .  
We h aven't  got the  funds in t his situation ,  the  econ
omy being the  way i t  is , and with the  l imited funds that 
we have it certain ly  wou l d n ' t  be a p riority that we 
wou l d  send .  A l though  we thin k it is very important,  we 
thin k it is a responsibility of the Federal Government.  
They j ust a n n o u nced that they had games in the  north 
and they paid for transportation .  I think t his is an 
exa m p l e  of the  west having a bad dea l  agai n .  We 
haven' t  got the  competition that they have in t h e  East 
and so on, and the western Ministers together  are 
u niting  to t ry to h ave M r. Regan change  his mind on 
that. 

MR. BANMAN: Wel l ,  I 'd u rg e  the Minister to hang  
tou g h  on  that one  because as he  m entioned o n e  of  the 
bigg est prob lems we have with t h e  large province that 
we h ave, and the  sparse pop u l ation relative to a lot of 
oth e r  areas such  as in eastern Canada,  o n e  of  the  
p rob lems  t h at the  ath l etes d o  h ave is to t ry a n d  fin d  
com petition a t  their partic u l a r  l e v e l ,  and  o n e  of the  
areas w here you can d o  t h at is  at this form of g a m es.  
The Western Canada Games which I had the privi lege 
of attending several  years ago,  was one which I think 
did d efinitely lend  to the  development  of sport in the 
province.  So,  I 'd encou rage him to hang tou g h  o n  this 
one and ,  h opefu l ly ,  the  Federal  G overnment w i l l  see 
fit to  come up with some of the f u n d s  for  t ravel 
assistance.  

A n other  q uestion with regards to Sport Deve lop
ment ,  and I g uess we cou l d  h ave asked it u nder  
regiona l  section ,  but  is the  Winter Games which  we've 
j ust had .  I g u ess some peo p l e  wil l h ave oth e r  o pin
ions ,  but  from what I can gather h avin g  been invo lved 
in the setting  up of the games as wel l  as now observ
ing h ow they were carried out ,  they seem to h ave been 
a fairly good success. One of the  benefits of the 
games was that it did n 't require m assive amou nts of 
money and ,  from what I cou l d  see, a l ot of local  people 
got involved . I know j ust on  the  l ocal  p l aydowns in the 
eastern  region we h ad a l ot of activity ,  a l ot of vo l u n
teers involved,  and  they seem to have come off fair ly 
wel l .  

I ' m  wondering i f  t h e  Minister ,  w h o  h as been t ravel
l ing to Flin Flon and out to Boissevain and I think a few 
oth e r  p laces,  cou ld  j u st give us h is b rief overview of 
what he thinks the futu re of these games h o l d  and  this 
type of a format .  I k n ow that some of the  peop l e  in 
Win nipeg weren't  happy because t hese were r u ra l  
games,  but  I stress again that o n e  of the  prob lems t hat 
we h ave is that  the  rura l  peop le  very often fee l ,  not 
o n l y  the  sports organization s ,  the different sports 
governing bodies that are out  there,  they feel that 
maybe they're being neg lected somewhat a n d  don't 
receive the service that the peop le  in the City of Win
nipeg do. I k n ow some of the facilities we h ave out in 
the r u ral areas aren't what we h ave in the  city ,  but  I 
thin k this is o n e  way of going a h ead a n d  p ro d u cing a 
good competitive s pirit out  t h e re a n d  I be l ieve the 
rural  peop le  were appreciative .  
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I ' d  be interested in hearing  what the  Minister's 
assessment of it is and whether  or not he  th inks  th is is 
the type of thing t h at we s h o u l d  be trying for, m aybe a 
su m mers g ames in a year or so .  

M R. DESJ AR D INS: M r. C h airma n ,  I thin k the  m e m ber 
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knows of my interest for t h ese g a m es.  I thin k when 
they were first started , we had d reams of bringing in 
the Manitoba Games.  We started in the  toug h est 
region in the north and it was a very good success, 
then we had the  M anitoba G ames.  

I 'm very p l eased with the g a m es that are j ust fin
ished . I thin k that in  a l l  respects it's been a real suc
cess. I have no c riticism at a l l ,  but  I m ust admit that ,  
a l though I have a n  open mind o n  that ,  I 'm going to 
look very serious ly  at the possibilty of b ringing back 
the Manitoba G a m es.  I thin k t here's advantages there 
also. When I say M anitoba G a m es,  that is a l l  Manitoba. 

I wou l d  l ike to e n large t h e m ,  for instance ,  to have 
instead of just  an O l y m pics for  the seniors to h ave the  
seniors participate in these  g ames,  one  o r  two s ports ,  
to mix with the  younger crowd,  to have some of their 
vol u nteers, some of their organizers ,  some of the ath
l etes. As I said last year,  I feel that the  com m u nity is 
very important .  I wou l d  l ike to see the  h a n dicapped 
participate with that .  No ,  m aybe that d ream is some
thing that mig h t  n ever happen ,  but  we' re certain ly  
going to work  in that area. 

I thin k that we can b ring  the City of Win nipeg in 
there p roviding there are certain ru les .  Let me remind 
the  m e m bers that Winnipeg did n ot win the  l ast M ani
toba Games .  The  people fig u red ,  o h  wel l ,  there won't  
be a com petition ,  Win nipeg wi l l  win everything .  I thi n k  
that c o u l d  be t a k e n  care of in the  k i n d s  of sports and  
the ru les that we have. I d o n 't think  that anybody 
participating ,  for instance,  in l eve l  A h ockey wil l every 
be permitted to p l ay in t h at .  I was in Se l kirk j ust a 
coup le  of weeks ago where they had the o ldtimers 
p layin g  hockey.  I don ' t  th ink  t h at t h ey can ice a better 
team of o ld timers and peop l e  over 35 in Win nipeg 
than they cou l d  in  some of t h ese areas. I thin k it 's 
good to be competitive. 

I think there is something lacking when you brin g 
these ath l etes j u st to go in a region and  they are 
participating  - as I said I 'm not complaining - but I 
think there's some benefit u nder  a tru l y  M anitoba 
Games,  a lso .  I t  was g reat in  Se l kirk where they have 
the hockey, and then  we trave l led to Giml i  w here they 
had track and fie l d .  But the fever, the spirit of the thing 
when you bring a l l  these ath l etes together ,  I think it 's 
worth that .  I think w here you d eve l o p  these kind s  of 
leaders also and officia ls  and vo l u nteers. I think that's 
important a lso and then ,  of course,  it goes without  
saying that the  legacy that you  leave for the  faci l ities 
such  as we did in Neepawa a few years ago are 
remem bered.  I m et many peop le  in these games that 
became l eaders in these M anitoba G a m es that are 
now the leaders and in ch arge of t h ese regiona l  dis
t ricts and  they speak very fon d l y  of the M anitoba 
Games that we had in Neepawa. They had facilities on  
a sma l le r  sca le ,  of course, than  the Manitoba G ames 
in Brandon had. I t  goes without  saying that la rger  
centers wou l d  n ever be c h ose n .  I 'm  ta lk ing  about  
Win nipeg and Brandon a n d  areas l ike  that for the 
Manitoba Games;  i t  wil l  a lways be a rura l  center.  

I have an  open mind on  t h at ,  but  if I have any  bias, 
the bias wou l d  be to favou r  a tru l y  M anitoba Games to 
t ry and incorporate as many peop le  in our society as 
possib le  and bring them all together  for a good time ,  
good com petition and  sportsmanship .  

M R .  BANMAN: I k now what the Minister's tal king 

about. The p ro b l e m ,  of cou rse, we have in M anitoba is 
that we o n l y  have two large centers and it becomes 
very, very difficu l t  for any ru ral  a rea to h ost the  size of 
a total g a m es concept ,  and I g u ess one  of the  benefits 
of doing it the  way it was d o n e  now was that it gave a 
l ot of s m a l l e r  com m u nities the  chance to bid on a 
particu la r  g am13. I appreciate that you don ' t  have the 
vil lage setup and you d on't h ave a l l  the  ath l etes min
g ling  from a l l  t he  different sports and  i t  doesn ' t  l eave 
the atmosphere ,  but I g uess given the  l ogistics p rob
lems that we have within this p rovince,  it's  one  way of 
maybe l etting  everybody have a crack at it who wou ld  
norma l ly  n ot h ave that opport u nity . I j ust ask him to  
keep that in  mind when he 's  l ooking at  the  who le  
thin g .  

M R .  DESJ AR D INS: As I stated , I think these games 
have been q u ite a h u g e  s uccess. I ' m  not k n o c k i n g  
t h e m ,  but  i f  there's any way o f  improvement  I s a y  we' l l  
go with a n  o p e n  mind .  I t  i s  n ot more difficu l t  f o r  a 
sma l ler  center to ho ld  the  Manitoba Games than 
Brandon to have the  B rier ,  for instance. I t  gets the 
best our of peop le  when you have to h ust le  to g et 
rooms.  I th ink  it's terrific some of the things Brandon 
did in the  Canada G ames,  the  B rier, the  Fig u re Skat
ing C h a m pionship;  they p roved that they cou l d  do it 
and  it's a very, very s m a ll p lace to h o l d  s u c h  a thing as 
the  B rier ,  a n d  I th ink  that many of the  centers of 
M anitoba c o u l d  ho ld  a M anitoba Games,  such  as 
N eepawa did , Dauphin .  I d o n 't think  it's that d ifficu lt .  
You have to exert you rself  a bit ; you have to count on  a 
lot of vol u nteers and it becomes a big thing for that 
town that they' re not ready to forget too soo n .  

As f a r  as g etting  m ore peop l e  t o  g e t  a chance,  d o n 't 
forget that  we wou l d  h ave a l l  regiona l  games leading 
to the  M anitoba Games, so many centers wou l d  be 
involved,  But as I say again ,  we're starting with an 
open min d .  We're g etting reports from this game and 
we look at it very, very serious ly ,  but  I thought  I 'd be 
h o n est with the mem bers and say that if I have any 
bias rig ht  now it's towards the Manitoba G a m es as I 
say, with the  h a n dicapped , senior citizens peop le .  We 
don ' t  have to look at any other mode l ;  if we can start 
o u r  own model  here ,  we're happy.  
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M R .  KOVNATS: J ust a few remarks and I don 't 
imagine we' l l  be going too m u c h  longer  on this 
department .  First of a l l ,  I ' d  like to say that I ' m  very 
disappointed of the lack of mem bers attending the  
interrogation of the Minister,  particu lar ly  the mem bers 
of the  gove r n ment side. I think that it wou l d  be 
encu m bent  that this department  is of some impor
tance,  moreso than what it appears j ust from a l ook 
arou n d .  At one  t ime,  there was more staff than e lected 
representatives listening to the Estimates. 

After h avin g  said that ,  - ( I nterjectio n ) - I rea lize, 
but I think that we are too. It 's incu m bent  that we be 
here. First of a l l ,  I come from a very u nique area and  
represent a very  u niq u e  area, which  is  part o f  S t .  
Boniface and  St .  Vita l . There are  five partic u l a r  
mem bers f r o m  that area, peop le  that represent St. 
Boniface , Rie l ,  St .  Vital , Niakwa and Radisson .  We a l l  
have the s a m e  p rob lem .  Our  area develops s o m e  o f  
the  finest ath l etes ever t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  the Province o f  
M anitoba and  i t  does p resent u s  with a prob lem inas
m u c h  as they do represent the Province of Manitoba 
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on occasions .  They t ravel to other provinces and  to 
other countries to represent the p rovince.  Over the 
l ast few years, and I 'm not going to cond e m n  this 
govern ment because the one  previous and  the  o n e  
p reviou s  to that n e v e r  d i d  f u n d  it to the  extent t h a t  I 
wou l d  h ave hoped that they wou l d  be f u n d e d .  At l east 
g ive them some assistance when they're going o n  
their  t rips representing the  province; in s m a l l  things; 
in l a rg e  things; in money; in paraphernalia; se l l ing the  
p rovince; rep resenting the  province,  and te l l ing the  
peop le  what type of g reat p rovince we h ave. 

I was wondering  whether the H o n o u rab le  Minister 
can advise if t here's any program to h e l p  f u n d  n ot j u st 
my area,  I was speaking with a l itt l e  bit of ton g u e  in 
cheek there ,  but  a l l  the  areas in the  Province of M ani
toba.  Is t here any extra funds ,  any  g rants ,  that are 
given to these ath l etes so that it wou l d  assist them and 
i t  wou l d n ' t  p rovide t h e m  with a h ardship when  they in 
fact are representing our province in n ationa l  and  
internationa l  competition ?  

M R .  DESJ AR D I NS: M r. C h airman,  there i s  nothing I 
wou l d  l ike better than to be ab le  to te l l  t he  h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber yes ,  t h at we're working o n  a program to d o  
j ust that ,  but  I wou l d  be mis l eading h i m  something 
awf u l .  There is on ly so much money .  We start dea l ing 
with the  sports bodies themselves. 

First of al l .  we have a very cost ly  Sports Ad ministra
tion Centre that he lps  a l l  t h ese c l u bs indirect ly ,  but  
through their sports.  There's a lso different programs 
that wil l  give certain m o n ey to the  sports themse lves,  
the  sports association ,  and  they determine how to do 
it. 

Let m e  say this to my h o n o u rab le  friend ,  that there's 
about 64 recog nized g ro ups; I thin k there's 64 sports. 
The hockey a lone  has 53 p rovincia l cham pionships. 
T h at's hockey a lone ,  p l u s  al l  the other litt l e  g ro u ps 
who come to see you a n d  me that want assistance and 
you'd l ove to be ab le  to d o  i t ,  and  you j ust can't  do it 
because it wou l d  be im possib le .  You can't  do those 
kind s  of things. The same peop le  that are saying that 
the  taxes are too hig h ,  that we have to be caref u l  and 
especia l l y  being an NDP govern ment ,  we 'd  take an 
awf u l  chance of we did that because we'd be th rowing 
m o n ey away, so t his is n ot something that you ' re 
about to get.  I ' m  sorry,  but  there's many c l u bs that are 
very successfu l .  

I have a cou p l e  of g randsons that are p l aying 
hockey and I 've gone arou n d  and seen the way they 
work.  You r  old buddy ,  Harold Laster and the o ld  
Vince Leah tea m ,  they b ring  the  Colts  away. They 
have a tea at Eaton's; t h ey've had that for years; they 
h ave raff les; they have everythin g .  I ' m  s u re you 've 
pou red tea there many times a n d ,  u nfort u n ate ly ,  
there's not much we can d o  on  that .  You can j ust 
imagine 53 cham pio n s hips and you ' re n ot ta lking 
only about c h a m pion s; you ' re ta lking about any c l u b  
t hat h a s  an invitation t o  g o  t o  G rand Forks or  Brandon 
o r  maybe to E u rope,  and  they' re going to be the 
am bassador, a n d  we k now that's a l l  t rue ,  but  j ust 
imagine how m u c h  you wou l d  have to spend to h e l p  
these people .  I t 's c o m plete ly impossib le .  - ( I nter
j ectio n ) - Yes , 53 a n d  there's many m ore than that,  
but my grandson is in  Brandon rig ht  now and if he  
wins,  he  has to go to Ke lowna ,  B .C .  a n d  h e  was  to ld  
a n d  h is  coach was  to ld ,  no  way are  you going  to get 
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any h e l p .  I ' m  sorry. 

MR. K OVNATS: T h a n k  God your g randson doesn't  
take after his g randfather  in sports ability. 

MR. DESJ AR D I NS: He's a fantastic p layer,  q u ite the  
contrary, he 's  a very  good p layer .  

MR. SP EAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for Niakwa. 

MR. KOVNATS: We seem to have an  awf u l  proble m .  
You ' re going t o  be c riticized f o r  wasting and  squand
ering  money anyway, so one  m o re real l y  wou l dn't  
matter. 

MR. DESJ AR D I NS:  I f  you j oin the party after the way 
you 've been seen to spend money o n  schoo l  and so 
on, I mig ht  consider it . 

M R .  KOVNATS: Wel l ,  you k now, now you 've b rought  
u p  another  point.  - ( I nterjectio n ) - I wasn' t  the one  
w h o  b ro u g ht i t  u p ,  but  I was  going  to take  the  oppor
t u nity of asking the  H o n o u rab le  Minister of Education 
a c o u p l e  of q u estion s .  B u t  it's n ot her  department and  
I ' l l  carry on  j ust with Fitness and  Sports and  Recrea
tion tomorrow. 

But the prob lem I h ave - you mention that there are 
so many hockey teams in the p rovince that ,  you k n ow,  
wou l d  i t  be fair to give to one a n d  not to the  other? I 
thin k the  thing t h at comes to mind is that over the  l ast 
cou p l e  of weeks I 've been q uite involved with some
thing very very im portant ,  very im portant ,  and  t his 
m ost im portant thing that I 've been involved with has 
been the  parents of a gir ls '  ringette tea m .  I t's  a cham
pio n s hip team and they ' re going to H alifax to repres
ent the  p rovince.  I t ' s  the  Bonivita l ,  a n d  I th ink  it's the  
Be l l es or  the  Petites,  I 'm  not s u re .  B u t  u n less the  
m e m bers of t his g rou p have n ever seen a rin gette 
game,  you r missin g  o n e  of the g reatest exhibition of 
sports that there's ever been my o pportu nity to wit
n ess myself ,  and it's j u st beautif u l .  

I t  p rovides these you n g  l adies with a n  opportu nity 
to participate in sports; whereas these young l adies 
have n ever had the opport u nity to participate in 
sports in previou s  years. We've a lways s h u nted the 
fema les to the back of the  bus  and - ( l nterjection ) 
pard o n ,  y o u  d o n 't want to sit a t  the  back o f  the  bus .  
Wel l ,  we've s h u nted the  female  ath l etes to the  back of  
the  bus ,  it's j u st a n  expressio n .  I 'm  not going  to use ,  
l ike getting into bed with somebody,  because it 's k ind 
of a v u l gar  expression and  I realize that .  The last time 
that an  expression similar  to t h at was used it caused 
an awf u l  fu rore but I ' m  n ot going to get into that .  

I think the  p ro b l e m  is that the  young l adies h ave 
n ever had t h e  opport u nity in sports as the y o u n g  men 
have  had in hockey .  Here is  a chance for us  to s u p port 
t hese young ladies in a sport that is going to catch on 
a n d  be something g reat in the  p rovince in the  n ext 
s h o rt tim e .  I t 's  j u st going by leaps and bou n d s .  -
( I nte rjectio n ) - Wel l ,  I thin k that we've discriminated 
against these y o u n g  ladies for too many years, and I 
t hi n k  it's tim e  t h at we s h ow that they are o n  an equa l  
basis a n d  maybe even a l itt l e  bit m o re for  them for the 
next litt l e  whi le to s h ow them that we u n derstand their 
position ,  and that they are going to be representing 
the p rovince and partic u lar ly  this team t h at comes 
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from o u r  area, M r. Minister ,  a n d  some of them come 
f rom your  a rea too .  I th ink  that we shou ld  be looking 
at  them,  because I think that i f  we s u p po rt them par
ticu lar ly  with some financial  s u pport and I ' m  reaching 
into my pocket and  giving  a l itt l e  bit  of m y  own ,  but I 
thin k that the  p rovince s h o u l d  be ab le  to .  - ( l nter
jectio n ) - Wel l ,  it's j ust a litt le  bit, that's a l l  I can afford .  

B u t  I thin k that the  p rovince s h o u l d  consider giving  
these you n g  ladies some fin a n cial s u p po rt ,  some litt le  
parapherna lia, some butto n s  to take with them when 
they  represent the  p rovince.  They' re l eaving very 
soo n ,  and as a matter of fact, there's a social t h i s  
coming week-en d  to t r y  a n d  raise m o n ey f o r  them 
because some of  the parents j u st can ' t  afford to send 
their kid . They're forced to send their k id  because,  
you k now, it  wou l d  be such a t ra u m atic experience  to 
wit h d raw them from sending their chi ld ,  even t h o u g h  
they can't  afford i t .  B u t  somehow they're c o m i n g  u p  
with t h e  money a n d  I thin k that the  p rovince s h o u l d  be 
able to come up o n  sort of s h o rt n otice ,  because 
nobody rea l l y  to ld them that  they would be represent
ing the p rovince.  S u re t h ey can say, no, we're n ot 
going to represent the  p rovince.  You k n ow,  we did n 't 
know it was g oing to cost th is kind of money,  we're n ot 
going to go .  But  they've accepted the  responsibility 
and they are going to send  t h eir  kids a n d  they n eed 
some h e l p ,  M r. Minister, l et 's give t h e m  some h e l p .  I 
imp lore you ,  Mr .  Minister, wou ld  you kind l y  have a 
look and  see if there's a n y  f u n d s  availab le  to assist 
them? 

MR.  DESJ AR D I NS: M r. C h airman ,  I 've had a look a 
l o n g  time ago;  t here's nothing there .  After we give t h e  
Sports a direct g rant  of a t  l east $755,000 f o r  different 
things,  there's not m u c h  left. I th ink  that there is n ot a 
department  u nder  the  p reviou s  ad ministration ,  a n d  
the one before that ,  that h a s  i m p roved so m u c h  over 
the l ast 8 ,  9 ,  10 years as this department .  I rem e m ber 
the on ly  thing when A l  Mi l ler ,  the  Deputy Minister, 
when he  started ,  was broug h t  in because Deifen baker 
at the  time had com m itted $5 mi l l ion for a l l  Canada.  I t  
was a part u nder  Welfare,  of  a l l  things .  I t  was a direc
torate in recreatio n ,  so you 'd  be a b l e  to be in line to 
have the h a n d  out  and get  some of t h at money .  N ot 
that long  ago,  there were a few thousand d o l la rs ,  a n d  
now it's mil l ions o f  d o l l ars a n d  there's no  way that we 
can do everything.  

I wou l d  think that a m e m be r  of the  rig ht-wing Con
servative Party wou l d  u n d e rstand that,  because t hat 
money doesn't  g row on t rees.  I thin k somebody to ld  
me that not too l o n g  ago.  There's o n l y  so much that 
we can do ,  and  we w o u l d  l ove to d o  it as m u c h  as my 
honourab le  friend ,  but  we dea l  with first of a l l  the  
ad minist ratio n centre,  direct g rant .  We can give you a 
list of some of the g rants that we h ave. We give a l l  the 
c h a m pion s hip certain pins .  There has been a l ot of  
prog ress u nder the  former  ad ministration .  We were 
j u st starting  to have a policy on this q uestion of pins 
and medals ,  recog n i tion when  they come in. They 
have a meda l  if they win a wor ld c lass ath l etes, and 
t h e n  the  Canad i a n  c h a m pio n s hip ,  o r  M a nitoba 
c h a m pion .  We're progressing in that area. We've done 
an awfu l  l ot but  there is  no  way .  I k now that you and  I 
wou l d  like to maybe j u st do it for St .  Boniface and 
exc l u d e  t h e  others,  but  I can ' t  d o  that .  I f  V'{e do i t  for 
one, I say to my h o n o u rab le  frie n d ,  we have to do it for 

h u n d reds and thousands of teams because every 
week-en d  there's a b u n c h  of teams that are going out .  

The  former  Attorney-General accompanied his  son 
on a tournament  l ast week a n d  they're going a l l  the  
t ime ,  so i t  is  im possib le .  There are other  p riorities ,  we 
wil l h e l p  and  we wil l  start dea l ing  with the  sports 
g ro u p .  Then there are certain areas that they have a 
choice; a l l  t he  teams don 't need the  same thing .  Some 
of them want to h o l d  p rovincial c h a m pion s hips,  and  
dominion championships,  some others need  equip
ment ,  other  needs facilities,  h e l p  in the facilities .  I f  
y o u  a d d  a l l  that i s  d o n e  f o r  Sports and  Recreat i o n ,  
there's been an awfu l l ot of p rogess t h ro u g h  this 
department ;  th ro u g h  maybe Northern Affairs; th rough  
the  Department  of  E d ucation because there's a lot  o f  
sports in there too ;  the University G rants Com mis
sio n .  There are mi l l ions and mi l l ions of do l lars .  I th ink  
that we 'd  l ike  to do more ,  my h o n o u rab le frien d  k n ows 
that ,  we come from the  same backgro u n d ,  but we 
have to be responsib le .  

M R .  KOVNATS: Wel l ,  I was j ust going to te l l  you what 
happened .  Actua l l y  I t hought  that when I had  h eard 
the p resentation from the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for 
Dau p hin  whereas h e  had spoken to the H o n o u rab le  
Minister and  the Minister l ooked l ike  he  was ag reeing 
and was going to p rovide some extra funds  for the 
Dau p hin area. That's why I thought  wel l ,  you k n ow,  if 
he can get extra funds  for Dau phin I wou l d  j ust ,  for 
whatever p u rposes, I wou l d  l ove to see my litt l e  girls 
get some extra funds .  They are my litt le  gir ls ;  I 've had 
the  opportu nity of associating with them in the  l ast 
short time and they're a wonderfu l b u n c h .  

I thin k that I ' m  n ot g o i n g  to t r y  and push  any m ore. 
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We don 't rea l l y  have the time to try and get t hese 
funds  from you at this time, M r. Min ister .  T h ey were 
ta lking about bui lding a covered arena,  n ot with artifi
cial ice, wou l d  that come u nder  this - you k n ow,  
we're j ust about finished - may I j u st speek on  that for  
a min ute a lso? 

MR. D E SJ AR D I NS:  M r. C h airm a n ,  y o u ' re ta lk ing  
about  the Capita l  g rant on  . . .  We've covered that,  
but  go ahead. 

MR. KOVNATS: Wel l ,  I wou l d  wait u ntil the  Minister's 
Sa lary ,  if you p refer, but  fair e n o u g h ,  I 'm not going to 
ask you any q uestion s  on it. I ' m  j ust going to bring u p  
that i n  my area, they are t rying t o  deve lop t his rin g ette 
and  make it into a sport that's going to be something 
for t h e  fu ture .  You k now, we're not trying to bui ld  
professiona ls ,  but  we are t rying to provide a facility 
for them.  Some of the peop le  in the area had s u g
gested that we do have a covered stad i u m  with some 
seats and  without  artificial ice, but  i f  you 've got it 
covered , you can start earlier and f i n i sh  later a n d  I 
don ' t  thin k the  capi ta l  cost is going to be that g reat. I 
don 't want to get down into the  detail s ,  but  they 
thought  that they cou l d  do it by making arrangements 
to get one  of the n i g hts at the  Convention Centre w i th  
the  l ottery, you k n ow,  the  gaming n i g hts and  they had  
made app lication and  they were  refused.  I s  there any 
chance that this g ro u p  can make app l i catio n ,  get a 
permit to raise enough  money and it 's not for travel 
and games;  but to p rovide for a new covered arena? 
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M R. DESJ AR D I NS: You're tal king about the city, t h e  
city has received an  awf u l  l ot o f  money f r o m  this 
province for the arena.  There was ha lf-a-mil lion do l 
la rs  l ast year ,  ha l f-a- mil lion d o l lars this year, another  
ha lf-a-mil lion and $700,000 I g u ess to come;  there's 
been an  awf u l  l ot of m o ney.  You l eave some choice to 
the city . Now the ringette's share ,  the same concern 
as my h o n o u rab le  friend ;  that was something rather  
new for me the rin g ettes, I was  over  to see  a tourna
ment  - a good tournament  - and both my wife and  I 
went over that S u n day for the c losing exercise, we 
were very m u c h  im pressed . I can say that there's been 
some discrimination ,  I ag ree with my honourab le  
frien d  that for  a whi le  there's been  some discrimina
tion and I make the  com mitment  that the  Province of 
M anitoba - it's very litt le  - but the P rovince of Mani
toba wil l  do everything possib le  to have their ringettes 
inc l uded as a sports at the next Canada Winter 
Games .  This is o n e  thing that we wil l  push ;  we think 
that they s h o u l d  have a chance.  They ' re terrific ath
letes .  I was very,  very surprised .  

N o w ,  o n  t hese other facilities, a s  I say there w a s  a 
grant of mi l l ions of d o l lars to the City of Win nipeg for  
the Arena that they h ave n ow and there is a lso g rants 
that have he l ped to bui ld other facilities and if we 
open the g rant  - u nfort u n ate ly the  m e m ber  wasn ' t  
here when we discussed the  g rant  - but  there is a 
Capital G rant  that was started ten years ago or so a n d  
i s  going o n  and i t  h a s  been a very s uccessfu l progra m .  
S o  as the money comes in - i t  i s  money from t h e  
lottery - so i f  there i s  a lot  of m o n ey there ,  there wil l 
be more for the p rog ram ;  if not ,  there wil l be less.  

M R. KOVNATS: T h a n k  you, M r. C h airma n .  The Hon
o u rab le  Minister m entioned that there was  - about 
this Sports Exce l l ence Award , which is the  gold ,  the 
silver  and  the  bronze - I 've had t h e  h o n o u r  and  t h e  
privi lege of representing the p rovince in presenting  
these awards to cham pionships for the Province of  
Manitoba.  I w o u l d  j u st l ike to g o  o n  record rig ht now 
that it's o n e  of the  g reatest t h ri l l s ,  rea l ly ,  to  present 
these you n g  c h a m pion s  with these Sports Exce l lence  
Awards a n d  I wou l d  hope that with this change in 
govern ment  that I mig ht  sti l l  be considered to make 
these presentations ,  partic u lar ly  in my area.  I 'm n ot 
looking to make them in other  areas. I think that there 
is some s o rt of u n w ritten  r u l e  t h at gove r n m e n t  
mem bers o n l y  m a k e  these p resentations ,  but  I wou l d  
b e  more t h e n  j ust a litt l e  p leased t o  make these p res
entations  o n  beha l f  of the New D e m ocratic G overn
ment .  I wou l d n ' t  s l ig ht  t h e m ,  I wou l d  j ust d o  it my own 
l itt le  way as I 've a lways done it  n ot as a politica l  point .  

M R. DESJ AR D I N S: I t  would be very tem pting to use 
you,  but  I ' m afraid you wil l give us  a bad name the way 
push that money aro u n d .  

M R. KOVNATS: I 've n ot d o n e  i t  in  the  past, but  I 
guess I ' m  g etting to be a litt l e  bit of political animal  
and I g uess when I want something ,  I g u ess I ' m  going  
have to be a bit of a politica l  anima l .  I s  there any  
advice now that the  H o n o u rab le  Minister can advise 
this g ro u p ,  whether in fact that the govern ment  wil l be 
contin uing with the Sports Exce l l ence Award and  
maybe even  expanding o n  it? 
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M R. D E SJAR DINS:  Yes, I think it's something that 
was rea l l y  started going in your  ad ministration ;  we're 
p leased with it and if we can im p rove it, we wil l .  

M R. KOVNATS: Thank  you .  I thin k that I ' m  p repared 
to give the H o n o u rab le  Minister credit for it, but  cer
tain l y  the former Minister of Fitness and Sport had a 
lot to do with it too. - ( I nterjection ) - I ' m  j ust ag ree
ing with you .  I te l l  you  I 've got to j u st say t h a n k  you to 
your  staff for the  comp lete co-operation that I 've had 
with most of them in the  past  - when  I say m ost of  
them,  some of them I d o n 't k n ow,  but  the ones that I 
do k now have been most co-operative in s u p porting 
amateu r sports in the p rovince.  

Now,  I ' l l  j ust get down to one more point .  In 1 952 or 
thereabouts,  I had the  p rivi lege of p laying o n  a cham
pion ship footba l l  team and I represented the  City of  
St .  B oniface, the  N o rwood-St. Boniface Legio n n aires 
and we won a Dominion C h a m pionship and we were 
represented with rings  for the City of St .  Boniface.  I 
was j ust so p leased and e lated to have represented my 
City , the one I was  born  and brought  u p  in and you 
k now my who le  backgro u n d  is of St .  Boniface, and 
they p resented us  with City of St .  Boniface rings .  Wel l 
they were rings  a n d  it was Mayor Ed Hansford , I g u ess 
was the mayor at the time ,  and h e  made the p resenta
tion and  it was rin g s  with the c rest of t h e  City of St .  
Boniface. I think that the  Honourab le  Minister had a 
g reat deal  to d o  with the organizin g  of that particu lar  
c h a m pionship game in the City of Win n ipeg . I t  was 
the  Peterboro u g h  O rphans were b rought  here and  the 
H o n o u rab le  Minister at that time ,  I th ink  was a coun
cil l o r  in St .  Boniface and did  an  awf u l  l ot of work ,  and  
I ' ve  o n l y  got  o n e  q uestion to ask the  H o n o u rab le  Min
ister :  I 've l ost the c rest on  the rin g ,  w here do I get it 
rep laced? 

M R .  DESJ AR D I NS:  I mig ht even have one at home,  
I ' l l  l oo k .  I f  not ,  we' l l  ask J u ba to give you one  of  
Win nipeg's .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for Virden .  

M R .  G RAHAM: T h a n k  you very much ,  M r. Chairma n .  
I wou l d  l ike to g e t  b a c k  to the  s u bject o f  the Winter 

G a m es again , a n d  th rough  the  C h airman to you,  I 
want to say t h at the  Westman region is the area that  I 
probab ly  know best in the  p rovince a n d  to watch the  
activities of the  Winter Games in t h e  past month ,  it 
was very g ratifyin g  to see the s m a l l  c o m m u nities tak
ing part .  I thin k that there was m u c h  m o re participa
tion this year than  in p revious years. I don ' t  suppose 
the book has been c losed yet on the ana lysis of the  
Winter  Games a n d  I wou l d  be interested in k nowing 
whether the decentralization did in fact  h ave g reater 
participation t h roughout  rura l  Manitoba and whether 
o r  not it  was m o re cost ly  or  l ess cost ly .  Wou l d  the 
Minister have some information on  that? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: M r. Minister.  

MR. DESJ AR D I NS:  This is some information t h at 
we're compi l ing now.  I don ' t  thin k that you can make a 
necessari ly fair com parison ,  every chance that you've 
had,  you get better at it. I thin k that there has been 
only two Manitoba games and more of these region a l  
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games and it is a m u c h  m o re difficu l t  job .  I th ink  that's 
part of the learning ,  part of something good that 
comes out of these games.  

As I said ,  I 'm not knocking the  games at a l l ,  but  
we ' re  looking at the situation of not taking a n ything 
away from these peop le  at a l l .  I think t h ey' l l  h ave the  
same thing  and maybe have something added a bit . 
The  cost,  I can ' t  make a c o m parison at t his time ;  it 
depends - you k now you c o u l d  change that a l l  you  
want ,  i f  you g o  to N eepawa and  you he lp  t h e m  bui ld  a 
track and  then  h e l p  them bui ld  a swimming poo l  a n d  
so on ,  it's going to cost more m o n e y .  There's n o  
d o u bt,  it depends how ric h the  program i s .  So,  y o u  
can't m a k e  that kind o f  c o m parison .  

I think t here is  much to say for both systems a n d  I 
said very candid l y  that I want  to look at it with an open 
mind and  if I have any bias now i t  wou l d  be for a f u l l y  
M anitoba g a m e s  with t h e  senior citizens ,  the  h a n 
dicap peop le  and  everybody involved.  

MR. G RAHAM: Wel l ,  M r. C h airman ,  I j u st want to 
point out to the Minister that in  ru ra l  M anitoba n ot a ll 
the com m u n ities are the same size. Some com m u ni
ties wou l d  h ave g reat difficu l ty in h a n d l ing a n y  m o re 
than  50 participants;  another  com m u nity mig ht  be 
a b l e  to h a n d l e  1 00 ;  anot h e r  one mig ht  be able to 
h a n d l e  200. So,  with the f lexibility of decentralization 
it a l lowed the  sma l l  com m u nities to put  in a bid for a 
sport in which they were ab le  to rou g h l y  j ud g e  h ow 
many participants wou l d  be involved so that they 
c o u l d  adeq u ate ly h a n d l e  t h e m .  I t h o u g h t  it was a 
terrific idea and the com m u nities seemed to thin k so 
too because there seemed to be m uch g reater interest 
c reated throughout ,  especia l l y ,  the sma l ler  areas of 
the province so that the w h o l e  p rovince seemed to be 
invol ved in the p rog ram .  I want to commend the Min
ister for everything that was done in the past Winter 
Games, because I t h o u g h t  it was an exce l len t  p ro
g ra m  that the  com m u nities seem to a p preciate a n d  
enjoy.  

MR. DESJ AR D I NS: The m e m ber  is ta lking about 
regiona l .  There has been regiona l  and  then district 
games.  I ' l l  give the mem ber an exa m p l e, Boissevain 
isn ' t  any big ger  than Virde n ,  is it? They had eig ht  of 
the  nine sports there a n d  they did very wel l .  I was 
there for the openin g ;  t here were a lot of peop l e  there .  
The ladies, the vol u nteer ladies auxiliary, served a 
terrific mea l .  Everybody was very, very p l eased . So,  I 
think that cou ld  be done .  You ' re n ot taking anything 
away;  a sma l l e r  p lace wou l d  h ave the  regio n ,  and  then 
the dist rict, and  then  the big city. You can 't say that it's 
a t ru ly  M anitoba Games if more than ha l f  the popu l a
tio n doesn ' t  participate. I owe it to that ha l f  of the  
popu lation to look at .  to see the  possibility of them 
participating .  

But  i t  wil l  n ot be at the l eve l  of the  peop le  that get  a l l  
t hese advantages.  I t  wou l d  be at  a different l eve l .  I f  
y o u  have senior citizens,  i t  wo u l d  be a t  that l eve l ;  if 
you have hockey p l ayers,  o ld-time hockey over the  
age of 35,  that's i t ;  i f  you have nobody that partici
pated in the  M anitoba games or anything hig her ,  wil l 
be ab le  to pa rticipate. So I thin k that we cou l d  resolve 
that and I don 't thin k we take anything away. I t 's m o re 
of a gamble ,  but  the  peop le  of Manitoba always come 
t h ro u g h  and I think that they wou l d ,  and I thi n k  you 'd 
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be s u rp rised in what these sma l l  centres cou l d  do .  

MRS.  HAMMOND:  M r. C h airma n ,  to the  Minister, 
back to ringette for a minute; who decides who can 
enter the Canada Winter Games? You were mention
ing you were going to give s u p port .  

M R .  D E SJ AR D I NS:  T here's an  association with the 
Federa l  G overn ment  and there's people representing 
the  p rovinces in these areas and the  rin g ettes were 
very c lose to being accepted . I thin k it was at the last 
minute it was tu rned down,  and we we' re doing a bit of 
lobbyin g ,  and we certain ly ,  in M anitoba, wil l be com
mitted to su pport very stro n g l y  the  ringettes for the 
next games . 

MRS.  HAMMOND:  I t hank  you for that because I 
k n ow that in St.  J a mes-Assiniboia we have strong 
rin g ette g roups  in every com m u nity c lub  and  we h ave 
you n g  women participating in a l eag ue a lso ,  a n d  I 
know t h at they are m ost anxious to participate in the  
Winter Games.  

MR.  D E SJ AR D I NS: In  a l l  fairness thou g h ,  I s h o u l d  
point out  that rin g ette i s  n ot a s  popu lar  a l l  across 
Canada as it is here. For instance,  one or two of the  
p rovinces ,  there  are  very few now,  I think that we ' re 
probab ly  one  of t h e  p rovinces that is doing better and 
that h a s  to be a factor because the Canada G a m es is 
j u st that ,  Canada Games,  not j ust the provinces.  B u t  I 
th ink  t h at they seem to be picking u p  very, very fast 
and we wil l p u s h  it because we are very p ro u d  of o u r  
ringettes here in M anitoba. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We're on  2 . ( f) { 1 )  Sa laries. 
The M e m ber for La Vere n d rye. 

MR. BAN MAN: I ' m  j ust going to raise one m o re point 
here and I know it's sort of a thorny one,  and I d o n 't 
know if the  Minister wil l want to discuss it at any  g reat 
l e n gt h ,  but one of the things that has rea l l y  received a 
lot of attentio n again this year and  I g uess it does 
every hockey season is vio lence in hockey.  We've 
managed among the  younger  peewees and  bantams, 
we've managed to i m p lement  ru les which h ave made 
that game a l ot safer for those youngsters .  We've 
made them wear h e l m ets; we've made them wear face 
g uards;  we've done  away in many of the leag u es with 
body chec king ,  p hysical contact. As a resu l t  there are 
a l ot l ess prob lems  there .  We had an incident  again , I 
g u ess,  with the J ets,  and one  of their p layers the  other  
nig ht got cut  up p retty bad ly .  The Minister h as been 
p layin g  footba l l  and we a l l  k n ow the ru les in footba l l ,  if 
you fig ht ,  you ' re out .  I t 's as sim p le  as that ,  and  it's a 
very, very physical  sport a lso.  

But ,  I g u ess the  q uestion one has to ask now is, at 
what point in time is it incum bent upon peop le  to start 
asking the  N H L ,  the  Board of Governors ,  to start hav
ing a look at t his? I don 't think the answer is to take 
meas u res and start charging these p layers when 
these th ings  happen ,  and yet  I know the frustrations 
that are involved when  you see this type of thing 
happening rig ht  in f ront  of you when there doesn 't 
seem to be any rhyme or reason for doing it. I ' m  j ust 
wondering if the  time hasn 't arrived where some gen
t le  prodding from the  sports Ministers across Canada 
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in  tal king with the N H L  officia ls ,  with the Board of 
G overnors ,  whether or  not it isn ' t  time that somebody 
h as a ta lk  to these peop le .  I t 's  n ot the  toug hies or  the 
goons that are attracting people ,  I don't  think any 
more, as they used to .  

T h e  G retskys of this worl d ,  the  Hawerc h u ks ,  these 
are the people that most fans are going out to see 
n ow .  It 's the art of the game and going from what my 
you ng son watches and that, that's the type of thing 
they ' re l ooking for .  Maybe it 's  a problem that's been 
with us  so many years that we j ust tal k about it every 
year when a few of t hese incidents happen ,  but we're 
going th rough  some of that prob lem here in M a nitoba 
rig h t  now,  and you s u re hate to see us  stepping in with 
a heavy hand  when it s h o u l d  be the  Board of Gover
n ors who rea l l y  starts c l a m ping  down on peo p l e  w h o ,  
j ust f o r  wanton vio lence,  a re involved in brawls on  the  
ice .  I g u ess I speak  as a fan  as wel l as a parent ;  you 'd  
s u re l ike  to see the  cal ibre of h ockey as I mentioned ,  
Hawerc h u k  and G retsky and these peop le  are  bring
ing  to the  games ,  rather  than t h e  goon squad hooliga
n isms that we see sometimes. I wonder if the Minister 
has given any thought  to this,  or  what his thoug hts are 
on  it? 

M R. DESJ AR D I NS:  I t 's u nfort u n ate that after the  
afternoon and evening where we seem to ag ree o n  
m ost everything that I have to disag ree with the  
m e m ber  because I think he 's  overreacting .  I think he's 
exaggerating and  I th ink  if h e  thinks for a minute of a l l  
o f  the  h u n d reds and  h u n d reds o f  games that the  kids 
are p laying ,  and they're doing a d a m n  good job, that 
you hear  a few and  a l l  of a s u d d e n  it becomes a big 
th ing .  I t ' s  far from perfect; it n ever wil l be with that 
kind of sport .  But  there has been big im provement .  I 
th ink  the  cages are doing an awf u l  lot of good . I wou l d  
h ope t h at ,  t his i s  w here we w o u l d  l ook  at, I don 't k now 
if we s h o u l d  interfere in that ,  but I wou l d  like to see the  
k ids  every year  keep  the  cage  a n d  eventua l ly  they  
wou ld  e n d  u p  fee l ing naked  without  that cage ,  a n d  
eventua l ly  t h e y  wou l d  carry o n  in  the  N H L  and that 
wou ld  stop the  fig hts ,  because who in his rig ht mind is 
going to p u n c h  a cage. 

So, I think this is one of the things. I remem ber when 
Toe B l a k e  wanted to get  rid of Jacques  P lante 
because it  was sissy to wear a face g u ard and who in 
his rig ht  mind now wou l d  go in  the net? He h as to be a 
l itt le  p u n chy ,  I thin k ,  to go in t h e  net ,  but  anyway, who 
in h is  rig ht  mind  wou l d  p lay goa l  without a face mask?  
So, I thin k that  has  come a l o n g  way. But  I think that 
the  prob lem - ( I nterj ection ) - the member says, we l l ,  
it's u p  t o  t h e  l eag ue .  T h e  leag u e  doesn't  give a d a m n  
about the  sports Minister,  I c a n  tel l y o u  that .  T here a re 
a l ot of American teams; t h ey don' t  care about  t h e  
CAHA,  the  CAHA has a very m u c h  o f  a voice a t  this 
time. I disag ree, I think that when the goon stuff 
started to go down ,  was after a l l  t he  t h reats and  every
thing that was done ,  was w h e n  the Attorney-Genera l  
of O ntario a few years back,  d ecided that he  wou l d  l ay 
a charge and  since then  it went down.  It wasn' t  the  
Attorney-General that went  out  to seek that ,  i t  was  the  
police that recom mended i t  and  I thin k he  was  rig ht .  
I t' s  u n fortu n ate that you 'd  h ave to say that about one 
of you r own p l ayers,  the  Jets ,  but  I thin k that you h ave 
to show the exa m p l e  sometim e  and I ag ree with what 
the  Attorney-Genera l  did . I thin k he made it q u ite 

c lear  he was n 't going to t ry to l ay a c harge,  but you 
don 't leave a bench and you don 't have a coach that's 
going to send you - I ' m  not s u g g esting the Win nipeg 
coach did that ,  but  it  happened l ater on  for one  of the 
Co lorado or  L.A.  where the coach sent somebody to 
pick a fig ht .  I th ink  it's too bad. I th ink  that the N H L  
s h o u l d  c lean u p  their act. 

N ot o n l y  are you kicked out for the game in footbal l ,  
but  footba l l  t hat's n ot t h e  important thing ;  it's te levi
sio n .  The kids that want to make a career out  of p ro
fessiona l  hockey,  they watch these people and  they 
thin k t h at 's  smart and they t ry to imitate them.  Now,  in  
footbal l i f  there was a fig ht ,  the  camera would be on  
the  crowd and they'd tal k about  the weather  or  some
thing e lse ,  but  here they fig ht and  you look at the  figh t  
a n d  you g e t  a l l  anxious .  

T h e  probl e m ,  I thin k we m ust recog nize and  the 
govern ment  can 't do much about that ,  I thin k the 
Hockey Association has done a g ood j o b .  There's 
h u n d reds of games every nig ht  now. There's so many 
leve ls  a n d  age of k ids  p l aying and  you hear  about  a 
few of them and  what do you h ear most ly ,  the  fans .  I 
thi n k  the  real prob lems are with the  parents a n d  the 
govern ment  can't  dictate to them.  I f  need be,  we'd 
have to work with the H ockey Association and c l ear  
t h e  arena i f  n eed be.  Some of these kids are o n  pins 
and need l es with their fathers and mothers ye l l ing at 
t h e m ;  the l a n g u age is awfu l .  The insu l ts ,  if you c h eer 
for a team you can't  have you r  neig h bo u r  cheer  for 
another  tea m ,  you insu l t  them and I think that's w here 
t h e  prob lem is,  when people l ose their  cool  com
pletely and start hitting a 1 4-year-o ld  referee, t hat's 
another thin g .  There's so many games that you have 
to dip down in  the 1 4  and 1 5-year-o l d  to work with the  
kids 10  years o ld  and that's good to bring in .  T hose 
kids are p retty good if they were o n l y  l eft a l o n e  b y  the  
parents.  

MR. N O R DMAN: Any of them watch the q uestion 
period , they wou l d  swear they were in a hockey game.  

MR. DESJ AR D INS: Yes, the way some of  the  mem bers 
of the O pposition act, it's very bad. It reminds me of 
that .  

M R. N O RDMAN: H e  says, which is the  O pposition ?  

M R .  CHAIR MAN: We're on  2 . (f) (i) Sa laries - t h e  
M e m be r  f o r  La Vere n d rye.  

MR. BAN MAN: I th ink  that  the  Minister had  indicated 
some of the prob lems and I appreciate some of the 
c o m ments h e  made.  As I m entioned i n  my earlier 
remarks ,  we h ave done  a lot I th ink  in mino r  hockey to 
try a n d  straig hten that out. As I mentioned ,  I th ink  that 
area doesn't  pose as l a rge a p rob lem as it u sed to, 
because there are definite ly less inj u ries . 
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The thing t h at rea l l y ,  of cou rse, h eig htens th is and 
brings t his to everybody's attention are the  few bad 
things that happen and we've had one in M anitoba 
h e re .  I t 's u n fort u n ate - and this is what I ' m  t ryin g  to 
say - it's u nfort u n ate that the League itself  cannot 
pol ice those prob lems.  I j u st say that k n owing f u l l  wel l 
that t h e  Minister does n 't have j u risdiction in t h at par
tic u lar  area, but  it 's a matter of concern a n d  I raise it 
h e re today for what it's worth and hopef u l l y  we' l l  be 
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ab le  to see some of the Leag u e  peop le  smarten up in 
the next few years and recognize that th ere's ta lent  
out there if  you let i t  go,  it' l l  perform very wel l  and 
maybe d raw la rger c rowds than the straig ht  hooliga
nism that we see very often .  

M R .  CHAIR MAN: We're o n  2 . (f) (i) Sa laries - the 
Member  for Niakwa. 

MR. KOVNATS: I don 't i magine that we will be lasting 
too much l on ger,  but  j ust to  carry o n  j ust a litt l e  bit  on  
what the former  Minister of Fitness,  Recreation and  
Sports mentioned concern ing  each  sport pol icing 
themselves.  I thin k this is the g reatest thing and I think 
that you reg u l ate each s p o rt ,  n ot by having that many 
ru les but  by h avin g  e n o u g h  ru les to reg u late the  sport .  
I g u ess my attitude  when I was refereein g  was to see 
that both tea m s  p layed by the same r u l es and if you ' re 
going to a l l ow one  pers o n  to sneak in behind and  
smash  a p layer in the face, then  you h ave to a l l ow the 
other ,  but  you ' re not going to do i t  so you stop i t  rig ht 
from the  start.  I f  you want s c ratchin g  and kicking and  
biting ,  put  i t  in to  the ru les ,  but  i f  it 's  n ot there then  
you 've got to reg u l ate i t  to t h e  point where t h ey're n ot 
g oing to a llow any of that stuff .  

M R .  D E SJ AR D I NS: That is o n l y  a l l owed in oil 
wrestling .  

M R .  KOVNATS: Yes, a n d  the  Minister o f  Fitness,  
Recreation and Sports when they h ave m eetings 
across Canada.  

I 've j ust got one thing t h at came to mind .  I had 
refereed a footba l l  game i n  Toronto many years ago 
and  the two q u a rterbacks were a fel low by the  name of 
Jonas and a fel low by the  name of Wil kinson .  They 
were the two q u a rterbacks for the Toronto Argonauts 
at that time. - ( I nterj ectio n ) - Yes, I was a n d  I 
rem e m ber  d u ring the g a m e  and then yesterday o n  the 
bus ,  o n e  of the  litt le  boys o n  the  b u s  was asking me 
about when  I was doing footbal l a n d  I m entioned 
Jonas and  he l ooked at m e  and  he says ,  who's J onas .  
How q uick they forget. 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: We're on 2 . (f) ( 1 )  Sa laries-pass; 
2 . (f) (2) -pass; 2 . (f) (3)  G rant  Assistance-pass . 

Resol ution No .  67, Resolved that there be g ranted 
to Her M ajesty a sum not exceeding $ 1 , 889,900 for 
Fitness,  Recreation and S po rt for the  fiscal  year end
ing the 3 1 st day of Marc h ,  1 983. 

We g o  back to Minister's Sa lary - the Mem ber for 
La Verend rye. 

M R .  BANMAN: Mr. Chair m a n ,  I j ust want to say in the  
fina l  ana lysis that when I was  Minister I d id  appre
ciate ,  as the  Minister does,  the many vo l u nteers that 
participate in the fie ld  of a mate u r  sport .  Without  the  
vol u nteers in this fie ld ,  i t  wou ld  be virtua l l y  im possib le  
to do one- h u n d redth of what we do and there are 
many peop le  that give of themse lves and their time, as 
I mentioned ear lier, very u n se l fish ly .  

I a lso  want to thank  the  staff. The Minister com
m ented o n  the staff and the dedicatio n of the  staff. H e  
mentioned t h a t  t h e y  were l oyal  to me ;  I m u st s a y  that 
they were loya l  to me .  The n a m es that he mentioned it 
was interesting  to note, I think a l l  of them have been 

with the department  long before I got there .  Some of 
them worked for the Minister when he was there.  

MR. DESJ AR D I NS:  They didn't  a l l  wear th ree-piece 
suits in those days. 

MR. BANMAN! I thin k I inherited al l  of them from t h e  
previous admi nistration w h e n  I took over. I thin k they 
served them wel l at that  time,  they served m e  wel l and 
I k n ow the calibre of people that are invo lved there.  
and I k n ow they wil l serve this Minister wel l .  T h eir  
concern is the  deve lopment  of sport ,  recreation and 
fit n ess in the p rovince and I k now they wil l  carry on  
their  d u ty faith fu l l y  to this Minister a n d  be a credit to  
the peop le  of M anitoba in the fie ld  they  are  working in . 

M R .  DESJ ARDINS:  I was going to say, thank  you to 
the  m e m bers,  but I ' l l  cut  it short .  I k now what hap
pened to Al Mack l ing j ust this afternoon ,  so I ' m  n ot 
going to te l l  you how wonderf u l  you've bee n .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: We have t o  pass the Minister's 
Sa lary-pass. 

MR. DESJ AR D I NS: Thank  you .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: Resol ution No .  66, Resolved that 
there be g ranted to H e r  Majesty a s u m  not exceedin g  
$663, 700 f o r  Fitness,  Recreation and Sports f o r  gen
eral  ad ministration for the fiscal  year  ending the 3 1 st 
day of Marc h ,  1 983-pass. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: This b rings Fitness, Recreation 
and Sports to a c lose and I ' m  wondering if the com
m ittee wants  to rise for  the evening or  d o  we want  start 
another Estimate. 

Com mittee rise 

SUPPLY - NORTHERN AFFAIRS 

M R .  CHAI R MAN, Steve Ashton (Thompson) : Com
mittee come to order .  The discussion is contin uing 
u nder  1 . (a)  Executive Sa laries - the M e m ber  for F l in  
F l o n .  

M R .  STO R I E :  Thank  you , M r. Chairperson .  I wel
come this chance to conc lude my remarks.  I have a 
n u m be r  of other  things that I ' d  l ike to put  on the 
record despite some people's o bjections .  

I be l ieve I was j ust g etting into the more particu l a r  
pro b l e m  that we're having - A m I getting heck led?  -
the partic u lar  p rob lems  of the F l in F lon  area a n d  I 
believe I had beg u n  by saying there were concerns o n  
th ree different fronts. 

The first one, of c o u rse, is the qua l ity of the air in  
and  aro u n d  the F l in F lon area because of the s u l p h u r  
dioxide prob lem and  the  emissions comin g from t h e  
stack .  T o  t h e  u ninitiated a n d  those n o t  familiar with 
Flin F lon ,  I thin k it's fair ly easy to ass u m e  that because 
of the h eig ht of the stack and the popu lar conception 
that because of the h eig ht of the stack ,  the air qua l i ty 
has been d ramatica l l y  improved and the assu m ption 
as we l l  that beca use of the heig ht of the stack t h at 
there are no p rob lems with livin g  in a com m u n ity t h at 
has a maj o r  sou rce of s u l p h u r  diox ide as its base. That 
sim p ly  isn't  true.  
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The bui ld ing of the stack in 1 975 did alleviate some 
of the problem. However, on numerous days over the 
last seven years that I 've l ived in Fl in F lon,  the problem 
of breath ing in  su lphur  dioxide fu mes. I have found, 
occurs qu ite reg u larly. Whenever there's a tempera
ture inversion,  the air su rrounding the stack brings 
the smoke down. the su lphur  dioxide fu mes down, 
and creates a problem i n  whatever d i rection the wind 
happens to be taking the fumes. I can assure you that 
it's n o  laughing matter part icularly for those people 
who f irst come to F l in  Flon before your l u ngs adjust to 
the fact that every once in  a whi le you're going to take 
deep breath of sulphur dioxide. It 's a frightening 
experience for novices to Fl in F lon air  and to young 
chi ldren and so forth ,  and it's a problem that we 
encounter al l  the t ime. 

I 'm told that pre-1 975, before the days of the stack, 
that it was qu ite common for people to be walk ing 
downtown and actual ly  have to move indoors into a 
store to get a breath of fresh air, l itera l ly  because the 
air was so befouled that you couldn't make it from 
store to store without that manoeuvre. However, it has 
improved, but that's not to say that it doesn't get so 
bad on certain days that you have to remove you rself 
to get a breath of fresh air. And it is a problem. I g uess 
it's a problem that wi l l  continue to be a problem unt i l  
there is an u l t i mate solution to the problem of  a mi l
l ion tons a day of sulfur d ioxide coming out the stack 
and I recogn ize that's the cost. There's no simple 
solut ion to that problem and any solut ion is going to 
be a costly one. 

However, the h istory of sulfur dioxide pollution in 
Fl in Flon goes back some 50 years. I gather as long as 
the smelter has been there, and it contin ues to th is  
day.  Again ,  there is a history of Clean Environment 
Commission orders and ordinances that have tried to 
l imit  the amount of sulfur dioxide that goes into the 
atmosphere, and tried to l im it what they cal l  fugit ive 
emissions from other parts of the plant, but  by and 
large the plant contin ues to operate with the excep
tion of the stack.  I t  conti nues to operate, emitting as 
much pollutant as it ever did .  There have been some 
attempts by the company of late to correct some of 
the problems that cause some of the ground level 
pollution to occur, and I suppose those are having 
some impact on the q ual i ty of air ,  but  they are not of 
major i mport as of yet. The qual ity of a ir  in  the down
town area on  certain days is st i l l ,  to my way of th ink
ing, hazardous to a person's health. 

I g uess another problem in  the same vein is that 
whi le the Environ mental Management Division does 
monitor the air qual ity in  F l in  Flon,  it does so on the 
basis of two different levels; one is cal led the maxi
m u m  al lowable level of sulfur dioxide in the air,  and 
the other one is called the maxi m u m  desirable level .  
Although the monitoring stations tel l  us that those 
levels, particu larly the max imum al lowable level ,  is 
not exceeded very often, i t  is exceeded on occasion, 
and the max i m u m  desirable level is exceeded more 
frequently. M y  concern is, and I suppose the concern 
of many of the people that l ive in  the community is, 
what exactly does the maxi m u m  al lowable level or  the 
maxi m u m  desirable level mean? Is  it attached to any 
sig nificant scientific evidence that would tell  us that 
th is  level or that level is dangerous to h u man health? 

My belief is - and I have never seen any evidence to 

the contrary-that in  fact those levels are arbitrari ly 
set. There is no specific proof that would tell  us that 
this or that level is actual ly acceptable, so I th ink  the 
t it le,  Max imum Acceptable Level,  is misleading.  I 
don't know that there is an acceptable level . However, 
that's been established and we go by that. 

The other problem that occurs in  F l i n  Flon is one of 
ju risdiction. We have two standards actually in F l i n  
F l o n .  W e  have a max i m u m  allowable and a max i m u m  
desirable level that are set b y  Man itoba standards a n d  
our  next door neighbour, Saskatchewan,  h a s  another 
set of max imum al lowable and max imum desirable 
levels and the irony is that those two levels are differ
ent. In fact, the Saskatchewan level is exactly half of 
what the Man itoba levels are. That leaves me to con
clude that the setting  of those levels is entirely arbi
trary and in fact, there is not any acceptable level of air 
pol lut ion,  of su lphur  dioxide pol lution, and that's a 
concern. 

1064 

Of course we want our  air mon itored and of cou rse 
we want it not to exceed the maxi mum desirable level ,  
but the question goes beyond that .  I s  the maxi m u m  
desirable level really a meaningful figu re? I 'm not 
convinced that it is. So on the one hand, we have an  air 
problem. We are breathing air  that is in  some sense 
poll uted, perhaps not al l  the t ime but certainly occa
sional ly by the sulphur dioxide emissions of the 
smelter operations in  Fl in Flon. 

The second problem, of course, is with the qual ity 
of water and that occurs because of the emissions of 
su lphur  dioxide and other heavy metal particles from 
the operations in  Flin Flon and there's a 1 977 study 
that was designed to examine the atmospheric fal lout 
in the vicin ity of the smelter in  Fl in F lon-as I said it 's 
a 1 977 study-and it outl i nes the amount of accumu
lated pol lution if you  wi l l ,  that was deposited on  lake 
su rfaces near F l in  Flon in the year 1 977 in a period of 
85 days. 

Now. just for the record, ! would l i ke to read in some 
of the accumulations that occurred in that 85-day 
period. I n  Cl iff Lake, which is a lake where we get our  
dr ink ing water, there were 70 k i log rams or i ron ,  2 .6  
k i lograms of mag nesiu m ,  39 k i lograms of lead, 5 k i lo
grams of arsenic, 3.3 k i log rams of cadmium.  1 03 k i lo
grams of copper, 1 663 k i log rams of zinc, 326 k i lo
grams of S04 -(I nterject ion)- Well actual ly it ends 
u p  tasking quite good with rye; that's the i rony of it .  
The point is that this is the accumu lations of base 
metals and other chemicals in an 85-day period. That 
leaves one to worry about the long-range qual ity of 
water in  F l in  F lon.  I don't want to be an  alarmist. I have 
checked with the Water Standards D ivision of the 
Environmental Branch and they assure me that the 
water qual ity in F l in  F lon is top n otch, and that's p rob
ably why it goes with rye so wel l .  But  you sti l l  have to 
worry in  the long run about accum ulations of that 
level in our water system. And there are a l ist of 
another dozen and more lakes in the area with 
accumulations that are eq ually astounding.  

Although our water quality is acceptable, I am told, 
and our Ph levels are high, and we're told n ot to worry, 
I don't see how those kind of accu mulations can not 
cause one to worry about the lon g-range potential for 
danger and the long-range potential for damage to 
our presently top qual i ty water system. So of course 
that's a concern. 
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There is another  concern that no one ,  to my k n owl
edge,  h as examined very c l osely and I have spoken 
again to D r. B oe h n ,  in the Enviro n m e ntal  Manage
ment  Division ,  about this a n d  there's another  p h e n o
menon  that is ca l led acid shock .  What happens  is that 
over the  winter a certain a m o u nt of s u l p h u r  dioxide 
accu m u l ates in the snowfa l l  and when ru n off occu rs,  
of cou rse you h ave a concentration of heavy metals 
and  s u l p h u r  dioxide, and  h eavy m etal  partica ls  in  the 
runoff and what kind of effect does that have? And to 
my k n owledge,  as I said , that there has been no  sys
tematic sampl ing done at s p ring runoff to see if there 
is that kind of h eavy concentration of h eavy metals 
and s u l p h u r  dioxide and whether  the PH balance in 
the  water changes d ramatica l l y  in spring  runoff. So 
that 's something that I 'm also concerned about and  I 
k n ow one of my constit uents h as p h o ned me and  
asked  me about that very q u esti o n ,  about  whether  
there is a buil d u p .  There are no  answers for  that at  
present.  

I g u ess the oth e r  p ro b l e m  is g ro u n d  po l l u tion a n d  
the  buil d u p  of heavy metal  particu l ates o n  t h e  g ro u n d  
- I d o n 't k now why these studies were a l l  d o n e  i n  
1 977 - pardon me,  this i s  a M ay,  1 980 study that was 
cond u cted by the Enviro n m e ntal  Management  Divi
sion in which it ta lked about  some of the effects on the 
loca l  habitat a n d  the  loca l  wil d life and  the  s u m mary 
suggested that at l east in o n e  species that was tested 
that there are accu m u l ation s  of several metals in the 
tissues of smal l  animals  in  the  vicinity .  So t here is a 
buil d u p  in the  area of heavy metals and  th rough  a l l  
kinds o f  p rocesses d rinking water and  eating food I 
pres u m e  those are ingested and  becom e  part of the  
life cyc le  of those anima ls .  I f  it's shortening the l ife 
cyc l e  of those animals then  we have to ass u m e  that it's 
perhaps shortening o u r  life cycle as wel l .  

T h e  w h o l e  issu e  o f  h o w  t o  g o  about solving t his 
p ro b l e m  is one  that I th ink  govern ments of a l l  levels 
and  i n d u stry is going to h ave to face.  There are no 
sim p le  so lutions ,  u nfort u n ate ly .  T here are n o  so lu
tions  that do n ot cost  d o l lars u n fo rt u nately but  never
the less those are prob lems t h at we're going to have to 
face a n d  we're going to have to face square ly .  

I don ' t  thin k  i t  is  prudent of u s  to contin u e  to ass u m e  
t h a t  t h ose p r o b l e m s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  g o  away by and  o f  
themse lves,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  that 's factua l l y  correct and  I 
think it 's  u n d u ly optimistic to ass u m e  that because 
we're going to h ave to dea l  with t h e m .  I don't think we 
can contin ue  to put them off. The peop le  in my area I 
s u p pose have been party to p u ttin g  them off for the  
last 50 years. The  concern is that i f  we put  them off for 
another  50 years that it wou l d  be to our detriment  and  
I th ink  everybody now believes that's the case. 

I think as wel l  it has to be said that - and I said this 
in the  begin ning - that given the  p resent economic 
situations  that mining com panies fin d  themselves, 
given the  p resent situation s  that governments fin d  
themselves vis-a-vis their financial resou rces, that it's 
not realistic to say let's g o  and solve this prob lem 
overnig ht .  C l ear ly  that isn ' t  going to happen .  I t 's 
going to be a long-term p rocess. 

What we have to do now is we have to decide that we 
have the desire to move forward on  these issues ;  we 
have to com mit ou rselves to assisting in whatever way 
we can and I ' m  h o ping that this department ,  the  
Environ menta l  B ra n c h ,  wil l d o  that .  I ' m  hoping that 

the  companies involved,  and  in this case H B M S  and  
l nco wil l a lso be wil l ing to co-operate in the  sense  that 
they deve lop ,  n ot l o ng-term p lans  - if we're ta l king 
about long-term plans we may be ta l king about 1 0  
years -i n  w hich they serious ly  strive t o  come to g rips 
with this prob lem.  

In  doing that ,  of course they are going to have to  
deve lop some kind of p roced u re for some economic 
p lan ning to a l low them to do that and I thin k that some 
gent le  persuasion o n  the  part of both levels of gov
ernment  is n eeded h ere, because I think the inc lina
tion to do that wil l be furthered if the  government 
decides - and the people in the  com m u nity I 'm s u re 
wil l be behin d the  government  - if they d ecide to use 
some gent le  persuasion and to use some discussion 
and dialog ue  to make s u re that p rocess begins .  

In  concluding,  - I n otice the meas u re of relief in  the 
Minister's face - I want  to say that t here are some 
good things  happening and I b ro u g ht this topic up 
sim p ly  to refresh the m e m ber's u n derstan ding of the  
p ro b l e m  and  refresh the  Minister's awareness of the  
prob lem.  I want to say that there are a n u m ber of good 
things happening which wou l d  create a certain amount 
of enthusias m  in any enviro n m e nta list - and  I hope 
a l l  of us  are environ menta lists - and N o .  1 ,  is the 
Minister has indicated that  there is  going to be some 
increase in the  spending of  the  E nviro n mental  Branch 
and a sig nificant increase, and I th ink  t hat's a good 
sig n .  I th ink  t h at s h ows concern and I 'm s u re it wil l  be 
expressed as concern as we contin ue  to study and 
m onitor  and  work toward so lv ing  some of these 
problems.  

No .  2, the  Minister has a lso indicated that there is 
going to be some further  monitoring of the  a mbient 
air q u al ity in Northern M anitoba. I thin k that s h o u l d  
bring some m easu re of satisfaction ,  s o m e  measu re of 
relief to the peop le  in  Flin F l o n ,  to k n ow that the 
govern ment is  active l y  m onitorin g  the  situation and 
im p roving the  facilities for monitoring s u l p h u r  diox
ide emission s  and the scope of the prob lem that they 
are creating .  

N o .  3 ,  I thin k that sort of a n  issue  that's tangentia l to  
the  w h o l e  p ro b l e m ,  but  one  which is  important to the  
so lv ing  of the  j u risdictiona l  prob lem which  has  
p lagued the F l in F lon  area for  the last  25  years approx
imate ly  and that is the fact that the Flin F l o n  mining 
area is governed in part at least ,  by The H udson Bay 
Mining and S m e lting Act which is a Federal  Act and  it 
has in some ways in hibited the control  of enviro n m en
tal  prob lems and  indeed created a l ot of other anci l
la ry p rob lems  and I bel ieve we' re c l ose to so lving  t h at 
p rob lem .  I be l ieve the  Minister has indicated that 
j u risdictional  prob lem is being worked o n  between 
the govern ment  in Saskatchewan and our govern
ment and that's a hopef u l  sig n .  
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No.  4, as I 've m entioned previous ly ,  the  present 
Minister has often and loud ly  stated his concern on 
environ menta l  issues and I think that bodes we l l  for 
the  peop le  of the  p rovince and  the  peop le  in this area. 

I think those are the  points of good news and I 
wou l d  thank the  Ministe r for those indications and wil l  
turn  the f loor over t o  someone e lse at this point .  

HON. J AY COWAN (Churchil l) :  I am tem pted to give 
one of my speeches,  h owever, I wil l content myself  
this evening with t h a n king the M e m ber for Flin F lon  
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for  his time ly  com ments .  It is a matter that we have 
discussed not on ly  in this Cham ber, but he and  I h ave 
discussed it on n u merous other occasions .  

I va l u e  his  input  especia l l y  now that he has a g reat 
deal of time to make himself  familiar with the details 
and the specifics of the situation there from both a 
persona l  and a tech nical perspective. For that reason 
I app reciate him having taken the time to put  o n  the 
record some important statements and  to p rovide a 
gent le  prod by way of his remarks and which he does 
as wel l  when the occasion arises d u ring other discus
sions  to make certain that I don 't forget some of the 
things which I had said . 

I k n ow there is s u p p o rt when it comes time to take 
some necessary steps to ensu re that we are proceed
ing in the rig ht direction in respect to dealing with a 
very serious  concern ,  one  which we h ave add ressed 
at g reat l e n gth  in  the C h a m bers over the past n u m ber  
of  days ,  but  one which  is  a lways time ly  and  one  which 
we s h o u l d  a lways pay attention to. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber  for Fort G arry. 

M R .  L.R. (Bud) S H E RMAN (Fort G arry) :  Than k you ,  
M r .  Chairman . The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for Flin F lon  
has put  u s  a l l  in danger  of conc l u ding the examination 
of t h e  Estimates of the  Minister of Northern Affairs on  
a very  hig h n ote, on  a very hig h road and  I hesitate to  
permit the  exercise to be conc luded on  that  leve l .  
There a r e  t w o  or th ree things that I thin k we wou l d  like 
t o  put on  the record clearly before we express j udg
ment  o n  the  Minister's Sa lary for a fina l  time relative to 
fiscal 1 982-83. 

First of a l l ,  I 'd like to ask the Minister though  if he 
has given any consideration to q u estions  I raised with 
him earlier d u ring consideration of the Environmental 
Contro l  functions  of his department  and the Envir
o n mental  Management  B ranch .  

At t hat tim e  I said - a n d  I th ink  in a fairl y  restrained 
way - that in my experience on  the Treasu ry Benches 
t he re had been g reat difficu lty with the Enviro n mental  
Management  Division in  terms of identifying objec
tives in the enviro n m enta l  and p u b lic health fie lds  and 
then  su bseq uent  to that ,  in terms of movin g  in any 
c o hesive and co-operative way to achievement of 
those objectives. 

I encou ntered perso n a l l y  some extreme difficu lties 
in terms of l iaison  between health and environ ment .  I 
bel ieve that has been a standard con dition for 
g overn ments in M anitoba ever since environ ment was 
taken out of the Department of Health and I wou ld  
vent u re to p redict that u n less the Minister m akes 
s o m e  fair ly innovative and necessary changes, it wil l  
contin ue  to be the situ ation ,  M r. Chairma n .  

Th ree o r  fou r  exam p les that come to m i n d  a r e  t h e  
difficu lties that we had in getting together with respect 
to e n viro n m ental  responsibilities in the inner  city of 
Win nipeg as against the former s u b u rbs of Win nipeg; 
the difficu l ties that we had in add ressing the environ
menta l  and po l l u tion prob lems relative to the Red 
River,  partic u l ar ly  that portion of the Red that f lows 
thro u g h  the City of Win nipeg ; t h e  extreme difficu lties 
t hat we had in getting  ready and  valid information 
with respect to chemical pesticides and particu lar ly 
with respect to the  p esticide Baygon at the time of the 
health emergency in encephal itis l ast s u m mer and I 
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cou ld  cite other exam p les ,  M r. Chairma n .  
N o n e  of these difficu l ties f lowed f r o m  obsti nacy o f  

person n e l  o r  f r o m  shortcomings of perso n n e l .  I want 
to make that fact c l ear .  B u t  they did stem and I wou l d  
ven t u re to s u g gest wil l contin u e  to stem from t h e  
invisib le  but  im penetrab le  iron cu rtain which seems 
to exist between the Environ menta l  Management  
Branch a n d  the  p u blic health side of the  H ealth 
Department and  I thin k it  is very very serious .  

There was a time ,  of cou rse, when E n viron mental  
Management was part of the Heal th  Department .  
Then in the  ear ly years of the Sch reyer administration 
because t h e  Minister of E nergy a n d  Mines of the  day 
- M r. G reene ,  the  former M e m ber for  l n kster - was 
partic u lar ly  interested in enviro n ment ,  environ ment  
m oved over  to that department  under  that Minister. 
S u bseq uent  to that ,  we had a situ ation when the Lyon 
govern ment was in office w here, because of an over
st ructure of the Health Department h eavi ly b u rdened 
with Com m u nity Services and  Correction s  for a good 
part of that time ,  i t  was n ot p ractica l  to attem pt to 
bring  environ ment back into the Health Department .  

B u t  notwithstanding the b u rden borne by the Hea l th  
Department  at the t ime there was conside rab le  dis
cussion and  consideration devoted by those of us in 
the Department  of Health to that very o bjective, to that 
very goal . We intended ,  once we successfu l ly recon
stituted Health and Com m u nity Services and particu
lar ly  the Regiona l  Fiel d  Delivery System in a way that 
has now been accom pl ished ,  to start working very 
intensivel y  on reintegration of environ ment and health .  

N o w  we h ave even a different situ ation .  N ot only is 
Enviro n ment  n o  longer in Hea lt h ,  i t  n o  longer is even 
in either  the  E nergy and Mines Depart m e nt or  the 
Consumer  and  Corporate Affairs Department  where it 
rested for awhi le .  N ow because the Minister of N o rth
ern Affairs is partic u lar ly  interested in the Environ
ment o r  certain ly  demonstrated to be so interested at 
the  time that h e  was in  Opposition ,  and I wou l d  say 
demonstrated it very capably, we've got Environ ment 
over in N orthern  Affairs. I p res u m e  that i f  the First 
Minister shou l d  d ecide some day to carry out a 
Cabinet sh uff le  a n d  make the Minister of N o rthern 
Affairs the Minister of Education then Environ ment  
wou l d  m ove over into t h e  Department  of E d u cation ;  if 
the cu r rent  Minister of Northern Affairs became the 
Attorney-Genera l ,  Environ ment wou l d  move over into 
the  Department  of the  Attorney-Genera l .  This ,  M r. 
Chairma n ,  is hig h l y  i l logica l ,  i m practical  a n d  nonsen
sica l ,  to say the l east. 

For the past several years now E n viro n ment  has 
trave l l ed  aro u n d  the spectru m of government  depart
m ents l ike a circuit j u d g e  on tou r.  Where it s h o u l d  be 
is in Hea l th  so t h at the P u b lic Hea l th  officials  of the 
Health Department  and  the Env i ron mental  Manage
ment  officia l can come to g rips together,  cohesively 
and  co-operative ly ,  with things that need to be done 
in the p u b lic health-enviro n m ental  sector and those 
two disciplines are barely inseparab le  in 1 982, M r. 
C h airman .  There is very litt l e  difference between the 
objectives and  the  c h a l lenges and the  needs of P u b lic 
Health and  the  o bjectives and the cha l lenges and the 
needs of the Enviro n ment .  

So ,  I raised that q u estion with the Minister earlier in 
examin ation of his Estimates. I didn ' t  like to go into it 
in too m u c h  d etail at that time because he had his 
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officia ls  sittin g  in front of him a n d  I did n 't want my 
remarks to be construed as any criticism of h is  Envir
on menta l  Management officials ,  but now in the  free 
arena of debate between t h e  Minister a n d  o u rselves, 
u nencu m bered by any such considerations .  I raise it 
again and say that,  u p  to this point in time, if the  
Minister's interested in my own persona l  eva luation of  
this situation ,  I wou l d  say that d u ring  t h e  tim e  that we 
were in govern ment the relationships,  in  terms of  
tangib le  achievement and i n  terms of tim e l y  service to  
the  p u b l ic of  M anitoba, the relationships between En
viro n ment  and Pu blic Hea l th  verged o n  the  disas
trous ,  they were a virtua l  disaster and as far as I can 
see t h ey ' re sti l l  a disaster today.  I haven ' t  seen any  
evidence that the Minister is working o n  that  difficu lty 
and on  that cha l lenge .  

I k n ow that no  Minister l ikes  to see a n y  part of h is  or  
her responsibilities hived off  to another  department .  
There's a natura l  tendency to p rotect o n e's depart
menta l  and  territoria l responsib i l ities,  that 's h u m a n  
nat u re .  But  I want t o  say to my f rien d  t h e  Minister of 
N o rthern  Affairs that one of  the  reasons  why  Hea l th  
and Com m u nity Services was s p lit was because of the  
initiative that I persona l l y  took ,  loya l l y  a n d  stro n g l y  
s u pported by m a n y  of my senior official s ,  but  because 
of the initiative that I persona l l y  took with the First 
Minister of the Day in requestin g that t h e  two seg
m ents be divided into separate depart ments because 
no  Minister. with responsibility over t hose two h u g h  
arms o f  p u b lic service, c o u l d  p roper ly  serve his 
respective departmental constituencies. He or she  
c o u l d  n ot serve those  two vast areas in  any  kind of  
meaningfu l way, the  on ly  way that service cou l d  be  
performed was  to  divide the  two .  I p ressed for that 
division ,  and I want to say to the  Minister of N o rthern 
Affairs that it's not as painf u l  as it may a ppear o n  the  
su rface. He  may not l ike  to consider giving  u p  any part 
of his departmental  e m pire but  it wou l d  be in the  best 
interest of his services to N o rthern Affairs, and the  
best interest of h is  services to Workp l ace Safety and  
Hea l th  a n d  other  aspects of  h is  area of responsibility 
if he did so.  It wou l d  certain ly  be in the best interest of 
Health and the E nvironment  if they were c o m bined in 
a way that enab led them to work together o n  the  
mutua l  targets that they both  face. 

So,  I want to ask the Minister again ,  at this point, 
whether  he  is giving consideration to t h at a n d ,  if n ot,  
what h e  is putting in p lace in the way of struct u re in 
his department and what his co l l eague ,  the  Minister of  
Heal t h ,  is puttin g in p lace in the  way of st ruct u re in his 
department  to ensure that those two divisions  of the  
p u b lic service work  together  instead of against each 
other? 

M R .  COWAN: I t hank  the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  for  his 
c o m ments ,  a l l  of which I can inform him are wel l 
received and  wil l p lay a ro le  in o u r  decision-making as 
we attem pt to determine h ow to best approach the 
location of the  Enviro n m e ntal  Management  Division 
within govern ment .  I do not  want to r u l e  out any o n e  
location over another l ocation a t  this time .  I do w a n t  t o  
suggest, a s  was suggested earlier and  stated earlier i n  
the  review o f  these Estimates, t h a t  we a r e  l ooking at 
the  Enviro n m e ntal Management  Division a n d  the way 
it corresponds to the  Occu pationa l  Enviro n ment  and  
seein g i f  there can ' t  be some me lding there an d  mesh-

ing  there which wou l d  a l low us to h ave a department  
of  that nature .  I thin k that wou l d  be a positive m ove 
forward a l thou g h  there may be others that wou l d  
thin k it wou l d  n o t  be s u c h  a positive m ove forward , 
but  I thin k it is certain ly  something that we s h o u l d  
consider a n d  something that we are conside rin g .  I t  
m akes a certain amount  o f  sense w h e n  y o u  think  
about  how closely those two environments are affected 
by activities one each in the other.  

So,  I think that is something that we are looking at.  
We've made it very clear that we are looking at that 
and tend to review that ,  but  that in  n o  way p rec l udes 
u s  from l ookin g at other o ptions  as wel l. The option 
which the m e m ber  h as brought  forward is one  which I 
am p repared to review a l tho u g h  I can inform him , at 
t his point, I wou l d  need to be convinced of the logic of 
that move far more than I have to d ate, however, I 
don ' t  ru le  it out ;  I don 't ru le  any move out  at this point .  

N ext year's Estimates, I thin k ,  we wil l be able to 
more f u l l y  examine exact ly  where it is t his govern
ment believes the E nviron mental  Management  Divi
sion s h o u l d  reside.  I ' m  not opposed to a Department  
of the  Enviro n ment ,  q uite fra n k ly .  I think that this 
issue  has becom e  im portant e n o u g h  to all of u s  to 
warrant a department o nto its own. I ' m  not opposed to 
a Department  of the Environ ment  which inc l u d ed in it 
Safety and Hea l th ;  I think that those two issues are 
c l ose ly re lated and  again the  p u b lic awareness of 
those issues and  the  technical awareness of the  n eed 
to expand our activities in those two areas wou l d  tend 
to s u p port that sort of a meshing .  However,  I want to 
l ook  very carefu l l y  at that before p roceeding and  
that 's why we are  ta lking about  Environ menta l  Man
agement  Division and Workplace Safety and Health 
u nder  the Department of Northern Affairs this year .  
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N ext year I may n ot be discussin g it, t hat remains to 
be seen , at l east from t his vantage point .  Next year it 
may be on its own.  That remains to be see n .  N ext year 
may see the  Department of Workplace Safety and  
Hea l th  back  in Labour .  That remains to be seen  as 
wel l ,  but upon  ass u ming govern ment  we did want to 
hig h lig ht o u r  concern and also to attem pt to bring into 
better focus activities in these two very im portant 
areas and I think we have accom p lished that .  So,  we 
are reviewing it over a period of time .  We are looking 
at i t  very carefu l ly .  I especia l l y  appreciate the  com
ments from the  m e m ber  who has some extensive per
sona l  involvement and  experience in respect to the  
activities of the  Environ mental  Management  Division 
and how it relates to other departments. I think it's 
n ecessary for me to k n ow that .  And I k now that when 
h e  says that h e  does  not mean to ref lect bad ly  o n  staff 
and I can assu re him that they do not take it as s u c h .  

I 've asked them t o  l o o k  a t  the  comments which you 
put  on  the  record the  other  nig ht and to p rovide me 
with some information in respect to their fee l ings 
about those comments. I wil l  d o  the same this evening 
and I do so because I think it 's im portant that we 
add ress those concerns and those issues,  and we wil l .  

T h e  mem ber a lso asked what w e  were going t o  be 
doing in respect to the Baygon spraying l ast year a n d  
s ho rt ly  thereafter in the  House, I a n n o u n ced t h a t  the  
C l ean  Environment  Com mission wil l  be reviewing the 
u pcoming spraying progra m .  That of course wil l be 
done  in the  context of  previous spraying p rog rams,  
n ot only the  one in 1 98 1 , but  the one that was done in 
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1 977  and '75 as wel l .  A l so ,  they' l l  review that from the 
p rospective of what new su bstances are avai lab le  to 
u s  to deal  with that very serious  prob lem ,  to try to 
avoid the type of hea l th  e mergencies which con
fronted the  Minister when h e  was a Minister and could 
possib ly  confront  the Minister who present ly occu
pies this portfolio or  any  oth e r  Minister at any given 
time .  The objective , of cou rse, is n ot to have to dea l  
with that  u rgent hea l th  emergency,  but ,  k n owing that 
that may wel l  happen ,  I think we have taken the proper 
cou rse of action by saying ,  l et the C lean Enviro n m ent 
Com mission ,  which is the appropriate body to look at 
th is ,  review the  whole s p raying p rograms now,  when 
we a ren 't faced with an u rgency,  when we've got time 
to sit  back and to examine exactly what effects are 
goin g to acco m panying that s p raying program in a 
less emotiona l  and  a less tense environ ment .  So, we 
have done that.  

I t h a n k  the mem ber opposite for his encourage
ments in that regard ,  because he was encouraging 
and he  can take some satisfaction in the  fact that the  
announcement fol l owed so c l osely h is  own com
ments ,  a l t h o u g h  I can assu re him that the  p roced u res 
for g etting  that put in  p l ace preceded his com m e nts 
by some time .  But the fact is that he  b ro u g h t  home the  
u rgency of the situ ation and  we k n ew that we had to  
act  a n d  had put  in  p lace a l ready the  mechanis m s  
which were necessary to e n s u re that we c o u l d  
acco m p lish that g o a l  and objective o n c e  stated . S o ,  
that's b e e n  d o n e .  

The  a rea po l l ution of the  Red River and the  down
stream com m u nities in one that is mind-bogg ling ,  to 
say the  l east, and one  which has p rofo u n d  im pacts 
and m ust be dealt wit h .  I hope after my Estimates to be 
able to sit down with the Mayor of Sel kirk,  the Mayor 
of  Win nipeg,  t h e  M inister responsib l e  for U rban 
Affairs and  others to discuss where we go in respect 
to that prob lem because we have to go somewhere 
and we have to make certain that we're working 
together  as m u c h  as possib l e  as we move a long .  So,  I 
have given my com mitment  to the  Mayor of Sel kirk 
that once I 've been able to catch up on the back log 
which is c reated as a Minister m oves t h ro u g h  his or  
her  Estimates that I wil l  sit down with him and the  
M ayor of  Win nipeg and  h ave that initia l meeting 
whic h ,  I th ink ,  wil l p rovide u s  with the fou n d ation for  
working together  towards the  so l utio n .  I don ' t  k now 
what the so lution is rig ht  at the m oment .  I don 't k n ow 
that they k now w h at it is rig ht at the  moment  but  we 
certain ly  want to sit down and tal k about the  p rob lem 
because we know what some of the  p rob lems are  and  
tal k about  the  different mechanisms and resou rces 
which are availab le  to the com m u nities that are 
invol ved a n d  to the  p rovincial govern ment  and if we 
have to involve oth e r  l eve ls  of govern ment ,  then  l et us 
do that but  at least begin to work towards a so lu tio n .  

S o ,  n ext year, we may n ot be ab le  t o  s a y  that we've 
solved the p ro b l e m  but we may be able to say we have 
moved this far a n d  we have put in p lace these things,  
these mechanis m s ,  these procedu res, these philoso
phies and p ractices which accom p lish some goals 
and o bjectives which we agree are worthy of our 
effort. 

I th ink  t h ose are the question s  which the member  
add ressed to me.  I h o pe the answers are  not too vag ue 
in a l l  instances.  I th ink  that the answer respecting the  

C lean E nviron ment  Com mission is something we can 
g rasp and ho ld  onto and  say, that's going to provide 
us with a better system in p lace so that if we are 
caught  in the  same sort of situation which he fou n d  
himself  caught  in and  having t o  take quick action ,  we 
at l east have a bit better information behind us  in 
order to make informed decisions .  It 's no  reflection on 
what he  did because h e  did what h e  had to do at  the  
tim e  he  had to do i t .  But  we h ave l earned f rom that  and 
we shou ld  contin u a l l y  learn . N o  d o u bt we wil l be con
fronted with instances where we have to act  very 
q uick l y  and we' l l  make the same sort of val ue  j u d g
ments ,  wro n g ly or rig ht ly ,  but  we' l l  make them in good 
fait h .  That's important ,  but  it 's a lso im portan t  where 
one  can begin to determine p reviou s  to having made 
that decision some of the  data which you need avail
a b l e  to you , then you k n ow that you can make a better 
informed decision .  

The  others are things that we're going t o  tal k  about 
over a long  period of time, but  I hope each time we ta lk  
about them that we have moved a litt le  bit c loser to the  
so lu tio n .  Next  year, I thin k ,  we wil l more appropriate ly 
ta l k  about w here the Enviro n mental  Management  Di
vision is and  h ow it got there and why  it's t h e re .  I n  t h e  
meanwhi le ,  I am examining the  com ments which y o u  
have m a d e ;  I have directed my staff to examine the  
com ments that you have made  and  b ro u g ht i t  to  their 
attention a n d  hopefu l l y  they wil l t ry to resolve any  
differences which can be resolved at  the  p resent time 
as a resu l t  of you h aving broug h t  forward t hose 
concerns .  

MR. SHERMAN: I wou l d  thank the Min ister for that 
informatio n ,  M r. C h airma n ,  and  assu re him that we 
s h a l l  certain ly  be watching with interest the  objec
tives that h e  p u rsues and  the p rog ress that h e  hopes 
to make over the  course of next year in resolving some 
of those difficu l ties and  in achieving a more efficient 
com bination of services and  initiatives as between the 
Envi ro n menta l  M a n agement  Division and  other divi
sion s  in departments of government ,  in partic u lar ,  t h e  
P u b lic Health Division o f  the  Department  of Health .  

I w o u l d  a lso say that I we lcome his a n n o u n cement  
about  the  C lean E n vironment  Com mission review of  
t h e  m osq uito pesticide s p raying tech niq ue  and I indi
cated as m u c h  w h e n  h e  made the  a n n o u ncement  in 
the  H ouse.  I t ' s  something that m u st be done  and m u st 
be d o n e  now.  E n cepha litis is a somewhat cyc lical  
epidemic and it operates in an  erratic cycle and t h e re 
is a tendency,  if we don 't encou nter it for t h ree or fou r  
years,  t o  become somewhat com p l acent about it. I t 's 
likely that we won't experience  another seriou s  th reat 
for the next few years but no  one can be s u re of that .  It 
mig h t  occu r again this s u m m er, it might  occ u r  again 
in the s u m mer of 1 983, therefore we shou ld  be moving  
now - and the  Minister has assu red m e  that he is  - to 
search out ways to deal  with it that may be better t h a n  
the  methods t h a t  were u s e d  a t  the  time .  There m ay 
p rove to be no oth e r  efficien t  methods but that's p re
s u m a b l y  what the study wil l be about and again I 
endorse that initiative. 

Fina l l y ,  M r. Chairma n ,  j ust before permitting t h e  
Minister t o  w o r k  h i s  way back t o  h i s  office and h is 
evening d u ties as Minister sec u re in the  fact that his 
sal ary is in p lace for this year, I want to p lace on t h e  
record o n c e  again the u n happiness ex p ressed earlier 
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by a spokesmen for my Party,  a n d  i n  part i c u l a r  my 
l eader ,  over the q u est i o n s  that he has raised wi th  
respect to the  su bject of I nd i a n  land c la ims in  the  
p rov i n ce .  The k inds  of  concerns  a n d  anx iet ies that 
now are aroused general l y  by h i s  appo i ntment ,  or h i s  
i ntent ion to appo i n t  an I nd ian Land C l a i m s  Com m is
s i o n ,  and to review al l  those methods and p roce d u res 
w i th  respect to the so lu t ion  of I nd i a n  land  c la ims  that 
had been in p lace for the past n u m ber of several 
years, in w h i c h  I t h i n k  in the  v iew of m ost,  had been 
s uccessfu l l y  work i n g  towards a conc lus ion  of the 
p rob lem .  

H e  has cast a m aj o r  q u est ion mark over that  p roce
d u re and we have n ot der ived from h i m  an  exam i na
t ion  of the  q uest i o n ,  any satisfactory a n swer as to why 
the  p roced u res i n  p l ace a re now be in g  reviewed a n d  
ser ious ly  q uest ioned ,  whether  he  i ntends a n d  h i s  offi
c ia ls  i ntend ,  to change  the so-ca l led  bench marks, the  
g u i d e l i nes and the  format very s u bstant ia l ly .  

In  sayi n g  that I want to st ress t h at the  posit i o n  of  
t h i s  party i s  that  t h e  pursu i t  of eq u itab le  so lut ion  to 
I nd i a n  l a n d  c l a i m s  m ust be u ndertaken ,  not o n l y  wi th  
the  i nterest of the I nd ians  a n d  Nat ive peop le  of Man i
toba in  m i n d  - a n d  that certa i n l y  i s  of para m o u n t  
i n te rest - but  a lso wi th  the  i n terest of a l l  Man i tobans 
in  m i n d .  

T h e  search s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u cted i n  an atmosphere 
of d es i re for equ ity for a l l  t he  peop l e  of Man itoba.  We 
be l i eve that the  format i n  p lace a n d  the  p roce d ures 
that h ave been fo l lowed in the past fou r  years were 
des igned wi th  that object ive i n  v i ew and have been 
p u rsued wi th  that o bject ive in p lace.  We cannot h e l p  
but  q u est ion very ser ious ly ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  the  posi
t ion that the  M i n ister  has taken and  the  i m p ress ions  
that f low by the  apparent vag ueness that h e  app l ies to  
the  su bject overa l l .  

We' re n ot sat isf ied that h e  and  h i s  off ic ia ls  a re n ot 
dete r m i ned to c h a n g e  the  format and  the  p roced u re 
very s u bstant ia l l y  and  very su bstant ive ly .  As my 
leader  asked i n  C o m m ittee, cons iderat ion of th i s  
q uest i o n  some days ago ,  why s h o u l d  such  a su bstan
t ive change be necessary and i f  no s ubstant ive change  
i s  n ecessary, why a re we go i n g  through t h i s  who le  
exerc ise that he  has la id  out  a t  the  p resent t ime? 

Seco n d l y ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  we want  to reiterate our  
concern about t h e  d i s m i ssa l  of M r. Dave Tom asson 
fro m  his very i m portant pos i t ion  in the  department .  
H e  was D i rector of Ag reem ents Management  and 
Coord i nat i o n ,  and  as the M i n i ster we l l  knows a n d  a l l  
m e m bers o f  t h i s  c o m m i ttee k now, h e  w a s  a m a n  o f  
cons iderab le  exper ience and cons iderable respect i n  
t e r m s  of dea l i n g  wi th  Nat ive peop le ,  and w i th  j u st 
s u c h  q uest ions  as t hose that come u n der the aeg i s  of 
the I nd i a n  land  c l a i m s  cha l lenge general ly .  

T h e  M i n ister has suggested that the  posit ion  M r. 
Tomasson occ u p ied becam e  red u ndant because i n  
order  t o  g i ve t h e  sect ion a n d  t h e  d iv is ion o f  the  
department  a h i g h e r  prof i l e  i n  respect to the ag ree
ments  t h at had  to  be worked out  - not o n l y  in the  
Canada N o rt h l a n d s  area but  i n  the  I nd i a n  l a n d  c la ims  
area, etc . - he wanted an  Assistan t  Deputy M i n i ster. 

Wel l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the q uest ion  st i l l  rema ins  as to 
w h i c h  came f i rst, the ch icken or  the egg? The red u n
dancy or the  appo i ntment  of the  Assistant Deputy 
M i n ister? A n d  if i n d eed the  M i n i ster's pos i t ion  is va l i d  
w i th  respect to t h e  n e e d  for appo i nt i n g  ari A D M  and 

the  conseq u e n t  redu n dancy of the d i rector's pos i t ion ,  
why  wou l d  M r. Tomasson not have been  cons idered 
for that A D M 's posit ion? 

We've received no  satisfactory answers from the  
M i n ister as to the  dec is ion  made to appo int  a Deputy 
M i n i ster to des i g n ate the person ,  no  matter h ow q ual i
f ied h e  o r  she may be,  to come in and take that posi
t ion and therefore to use that as a j ust if icat ion  and a 
rat iona l izat ion  for declar i n g  the  d i rectors h i p  red u nd
ant and for f i r i ng  M r. Tomasson .  

M r. Tomasson h a d  the q u a l i f icat ions  to do the  j o b  
that the  M i n ister req u i res done  regard l ess of t i t l e ,  and  
i f  the  M i n i ster  fe l t  that the  t i t l e  h ad to be a h igh  p rofi l e  
t i t l e  A D M ,  w h y  wasn' t  M r. Tomasson cons idered 
com petent and capable to f i l l  that posit io n ?  He'd cer
tai n ly demonst rated that com petence and that capab
l il i ty ,  and the  M i n i ster's dec is ion leaves us  with the 
conc lus ion  that i t  was u n dertaken for p u re ly  part isan 
po l i t i ca l  reasons .  That is  u n fo rtunate, M r. Cha i rman ,  
and  certa i n l y  does  noth i n g  for  the mora l  of the  
department  or  any  department  i n  the  pub l i c  serv ice i n  
th i s  p rov i nce.  

T h i rd ly ,  S i r, we have to ra ise the  q uest i o n  about  the 
i m pact o n  the  m o ra le  overa l l  of the  M i n i sters, and  the 
F i rst M i n i sters decis ion to appoint  the former M e m ber 
for The Pas, M r. R o n  McBryde to the  Deputy M i n istry 
of th i s  department .  

O n e  i s  ent i t led to one's v iews about M r. M c B ryde's 
com petence and I don't  i ntend to argue or  d ebate t h at 
po in t .  M r. M c B ryde may be an extremely  com petent  
i nd i v i d u a l .  Certa i n l y  I don ' t  i ntend to stand here 
ton i g h t  and  cr i t i c ize h i s  com petence or  h i s  a b i l i ty 
d u r i n g  the t i m e  t h at he  h i mse l f  was a M i n ister in the  
Sch reyer  ad m i n istrat ion .  B u t  the  fact is ,  S i r, h e  came 
f resh  from pol i t ics ,  havi ng served i n  t h i s  House u n t i l  
the  d isso lu t ion  o f  the H o u s e  l ast October a n d  has 
m oved i nto the top job in a d e partment ,  w h i c h  i s  a j o b  
to w h i c h  a l l  a m b i t ious  men a n d  women work i n g  i n  the  
pub l i c  serv ice asp i re.  I t h i nk  that ,  S i r, i s  a very sad  
c o m mentary o n  the  mer i t  system i n  the  pub l i c  serv ice  
a n d  I wou l d  fee l ,  were I a c i v i l  servant i n  the  Depart
ment  of N o rthern  Affa i rs, that my i ntegr ity a n d  l oyalty 
and a b i l i ty d i d n ' t  count for very much i f  I had put  in 1 0, 
1 5 , or 20 years serv i n g  my prov i n ce i n  that department  
w i th  some a m b it ions  of reac h i n g  the  top as m ost of u s  
have and then  fou n d  that i n  the  end  a s  I was approach
ing that goal ,  I was s u p pl anted by a p rofess iona l  po l i 
t i c i a n ,  fresh o u t  of the  po l i t ica l  traces, fresh out  of the  
part isan f i r i n g  l i ne  who was  m oved i n  over  on  top of  
me and  made Deputy M i n ister.  I t h i nk  that m ust h ave a 
very ser ious i m pact on the m orale of the department  
n otwithstand i n g  M r. McBryde's person ,  persona l i ty 
or  com petence .  I t h i n k  the l east the M i n ister and the 
F i rst M i n ister c o u l d  have done was have a l l owed a 
per iod of g race to t ransp i re i n  w h i c h  there c o u l d  have 
been a removal from the heat of part isa n s h i p  where 
M r. M c B ryde is concerned or w here any  of u s  are 
concerned when we serve in the  po l i t ica l  arena ,  a n d  
that f o r  the  s a k e  o f  the  m o ra le  of t h e  d e partment  
genera l l y  that a career c iv i l  servant who had the q u al i
f icat ions  and  had the  track record of performance 
s h o u l d  have been named Deputy M i n ister,  if i n d eed 
the department  was in need of a new Deputy M i n ister .  
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M r. Cha i rman ,  I m ust put  those t h ree cr i t ic isms on  
the  record as we m ove to the  conc lus ion  of the  con
s i derat ion  of t h i s  M i n i ster's Est i m ates and w ish  h im in  
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the year ahead a satisfactory and  successfu l  expe
r ience for the sake of n o rthern M a n itobans and say to 
h i m  t h at we hope he  w i l l  devote cons i derable atten
t ion  d u r i n g  that  year to re i nforc i n g  a departmenta l  
mora le  which h is  act ions ,  u p  to th is  po int ,  may have 
damaged cons iderab ly .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  The Honourab le  Member for Turt le  
Mou ntai n .  

M R .  A .  B R IAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain) :  Thank  
you , M r. C h a i r m a n .  My col leag u e  f rom Fort Garry has  
covered some of the po i nts that I had i ntended to  
cover ,  the methods of  h i ri n g  and f i r i ng  that  seem to 
have been p ractised in th is  department so far have 
certa i n l y  m erited some comment  and I don't t h i n k  I 
can add anyt h i n g  to what my col league has sa id  w i th
out  bei n g  repet i t ive except  to say that we are some
what d i ssat i sf ied to say the  least wi th  the  performance 
in  t h at area so far a n d  we' l l  be watc h i n g  very caref u l l y  
i n  the  hopes that we won't  see that type o f  p ract ice 
f u rthered i n  t h i s  department  aga i n .  

There i s  one  o t h e r  i s s u e  t h a t  I wou ld  l i ke t o  t o u c h  o n  
or  expand u p o n  to s o m e  extent what my col l eag u e  
h a s  s a i d  a n d  that h i nges aro u n d  the  q uest i o n  o f  t h e  
L a n d  C l a i m s  C o m m iss io n .  There seems t o  have been 
a pattern deve l o p i n g  wi th  th is govern ment ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  to t h e  po in t  where we d etect that there i s  a 
cons iderable amount  of act iv i ty u ndertaken for t h e  
sake of act iv i ty .  There h ave b e e n  p ro m i ses m a d e  a n d  
cou rses e m barked u p o n ,  but  when w e  start q u est ion
i ng what rea l l y  i s  be ing  acco m p l ished ,  what m i g h t  be 
su bstant ia l  in  these new efforts we f i n d  that in  fact  to a 
cons iderab le  extent they are somewhat less than  t h ey 
m i g h t  have a ppeared to be i n i t ia l ly .  The Garr ison 
approac h ,  for i n stance,  bei n g  an  examp le  of where 
t h e  o bject ive t h at we a l l  want to reach is an ad m i ra b l e  
o n e  a n d  i t  wou l d  appear that the  government  was 
u n d e rtak i n g  worthwh i l e  new i n it iat ives, but  when we 
get i nto i t  we beg i n  to wonder  whether  they rea l l y  
k n ow what t h ey're d o i n g  because it 's ev ident t h a t  t h e  
M i n ister o f  t h e  E n v i ron ment  and  the  M i n ister o f  Natu
ral R eso u rces ,  for i nstance, don 't have the  same 
u n d e rstan d i n g  of the  p rob lem.  

So ,  when  I come to the  q uest i o n  of the  Land C l a i m s  
Com m iss i o n ,  I beg i n  to wonder  whether there i s n 't 
some of the  same d isease ev ident here and I 've j u st 
rev iewed the  d ebate that took p l ace back a c o u p l e  of 
weeks ago on th i s  i tem where the M i n ister was 
p ressed for  some terms of reference or some c o m
ment  on the  g u i d e l i nes that ex isted before as to w h at 
was wrong w i th  them and the M i n ister d i d n ' t  seem 
wi l l i n g  to p rov ide  any i nformat ion .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' m  not g o i n g  to p ress h im o n  those 
same poi nts then  because I don 't s u p pose he 's  a n y  
more w i l l i n g  today to provide them t h a n  he w a s  t h e n ,  
but  I do h a v e  a few fa i r ly  stra i g htforward q uest i o n s  
t h a t  I wou l d  l i ke to a s k  very br ief ly o f  the M i n ister .  T h e  
f i rst of t hose wou l d  b e ,  what is  a l a n d  c l a i m ?  

M R .  COWAN: I f  the member i s  ask i n g  f o r  the  d i ffer
ence between a land  c l a i m  and a land ent i t lement ,  t h e  
L a n d  C l a i m s  Comm iss ion  w i l l  be poss i b l y  deal i n g  
wi th  both o f  those. A s  I sa id ear l i er, w e  are n o w  i n  t h e  
process o f  determ i n i n g  the terms o f  reference f o r  t h e  
L a n d  C l a i m s  C o m m iss ion .  The Member f o r  R u perts-

land ,  as my Leg is lat ive Assistant ,  is  act ive ly i nvolved 
in that and I see that my remarks before had been 
construed to be a h es itancy on  my part to answer the 
spec i f ic  q u est ions ,  but I tr ied to expl a i n  at that t i m e  
that i t  w a s  a matter w h i c h  w a s  bei n g  developed a n d  I 
d i d  not certai n l y  want to prej u d ice e i ther  the  terms of 
reference of that comm ittee or the f i na l  outcome of 
that com m ittee's d e l i berat ions  because I felt it was a 
very i m portant comm ittee a n d  a very i m po rtant p ro
cess by m a k i n g  statements at t h i s  t i m e  wi thout  havi n g  
a l l owed i t  the  opport u n ity to p u rsue  i t s  g o a l s  and  
object ives. Those goa ls  and o bject ives a re  the  c lar i f i 
cat i o n  of these c la ims which are outstand i n g ,  the  ent i
t l ements which are outsta n d i n g  and attem p t i n g  to,  in  
a very open way, a l low peop le  to come forward and 
put  t h e i r  comments c lear ly  on  the  record and I st i l l  
stan d  b y  that .  I t h i n k  that s h o u l d  b e  a l l owed t o  u nfold 
i n  that  way and  i t  w i l l  u nfo ld  i n  a very p u b l i c  way as we 
p u rs u e  that part i c u lar  o bject ive.  I t h i n k  i t 's  a good 
objective and I t h i n k  we're doing i t  i n  the  r ight  way.  

MR.  RANSOM: Mr .  C h a i rman ,  th i s  i s  ca l led  a Land 
C l a i m s  C o m m iss ion .  Now the  M i n ister te l l s  m e  that 
poss i b l y  i t 's  g o i n g  to dea l  w i th  both c l a i m s  a n d  com
m iss i o n .  Why wou l d  the M i n ister ca l l  it a Land C l a i m s  
Com m iss ion i f  i t  m ight  o n l y  d e a l  w i t h  ent i t lements? 

MR. COWAN: I don't  t h i n k  I sa id that .  I t h i n k  that i t  
may dea l  with both .  

MR.  RANSOM:  M r. Cha i rman ,  th i s  i s  what concerns 
me t h at perhaps they h ave m oved more q u ick ly  than 
they shou ld  h ave and  they don 't u n d e rstan d  the  s ig
n i f icance of that .  I f  the M i n i ster had named i t  a Land 
Ent i t lement  C o m m ittee then we wou l d  know that i t  
was g o i n g  to dea l  w i th  ent i t lem ents.  When h e  named 
it a L a n d  C l a i m s  C o m m i ss i o n ,  then that opens a 
m u c h ,  m u c h  b roader ave n u e  than ca l l i ng it a Land 
Ent i t lement  C o m m iss i o n .  Now,  the  M i n ister says i t  
may o r  m ay n ot deal  w i th  c la ims .  
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M r .  C h a i rm a n ,  I can assu re you that he has a l ready 
bui l t  up expectat ions  among g roups of peop le  that 
they are g o i n g  to be dea l t  w i t h .  I be l i eve there's even 
been a p u b l i c  a n n o u n cement  that i t  i s  g o i n g  to deal  
with Met is  c l a i m s  and that i s  q u ite d ifferent from t h e  
land  ent i t lement  q u est ion ,  so I d o n ' t  t h i n k  the  M i n ister 
can stand here now and look back and say,  we may 
not dea l  w i th  l and  c la ims,  that we're on ly  go i n g  to deal  
w i th  ent i t lements.  I t h i n k  that the  M i n ister i s  c o m m i t
ted r i g h t  now to deal i n g  w i th  c l a i m s  w h i c h  i s  a m u c h  
m u c h  broader issue ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  t h a n  ent i t lement  
and perhaps he  wou l d  care to comment  b r i ef ly  o n  
w h o  h as land  c la ims? 

M R. COWAN:  I don ' t  have a l l  the  deta i l ed f i g u res i n  
front o f  me a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  I don 't t h i n k  t h at I ' m  
expected t o  h ave those d eta i led f ig u res i n  fro n t  o f  m e ,  
but i f  the  mem ber i s  ask i n g  me,  are the  M e l i s  peop le  
putt i n g  forward land  c la ims?  Certa i n l y ,  they a re put
t i ng  forward land  c la ims  and  we have made the  record 
ve ry c lear  that i t  w i l l  be deal i n g  with those land  c la ims .  
We've a lso made the  record very c lear,  or  attem pted to  
a t  l east  c l arify i t ,  that we wanted to  a l l ow an  o p portu
n i ty for peop le  to come forward to ta l k about  t h e  
spec i f i c  terms and references o f  th i s  c o m m ittee p re
v ious  to m a k i n g  w ide  swee p i n g  statements about 
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what we ant ic i pated the c o m m iss ion  to do. 

MR. RANSOM: Wou l d  the M i n i ster care to tel l  the  
commi ttee why he  th inks  that  c la ims have not been 
sett led to this point? What has h e l d  up the sett lement  
of c la ims?  

M R .  COWAN: I have been i n formed by i n d iv idua ls  
who bel i eve they have l a n d  c l a i m s  that they  feel that 
those c l a i m s  are outsta n d i n g  a n d  they have n ot had 
an opport u n ity to p u rsue those c la ims i n  a pub l ic  and  
open  way. A n d  t h i s  Land  C l a i m s  C o m m iss ion w i l l  
a l l ow t h e m  that opport u n ity,  I w o u l d  ant ic ipate. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  what does the M i n ister 
expect that this com m i ss i o n  i s  g o i n g  to accom p l i s h ?  

M R .  COWAN: I expect t h at the  L a n d  C l a i m s  Com
m iss ion wi l l  i n  a very general  way ,  a n d  I don 't want to 
be add ress i n g  the spec i f ics  w i thout  hav i n g  the terms 
and  references deve loped as I h ave i n d icated , the 
c lar i f icat i o n  of certai n  land c l a i m s  and  the c lar i f i ca
t ion  of how peo p l e  see those part i c u l a r  l and  c l a i m s  
and  ent i t lements a n d  how they s e e  t h e  prov i nce 
respond i ng to them.  I t  wou l d  then  make recom men
dat ions  to the  Cab i net as i s  the  case w i th  other com
m iss ions and Cab i n et wou l d  act  accord i n g ly .  

M R .  RANSOM:  Wou l d  i t  be fa i r  to say  t h e n ,  M r .  
Cha i rman ,  that what the M i n ister expects f r o m  t h i s  
com m iss ion  i s  s i m p l y  recom mendat ions that wou l d  i n  
fact a lter the  g u i d e l i nes f o r  l a n d  ent i t lements that are 
p resent l y  in p l ace and perhaps expand to esta b l i s h  
g u id e l i nes f o r  l and  c l a i m s  as wel l ?  

M R .  COWAN: That c o u l d  certai n l y  b e  part o f  i t .  

M R .  RANSOM: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I take i t  that t h i s  com
m iss ion can have n o  power to sett le ,  certa i n l y  not 
sett l e  land ent i t lements a n d  I be l i eve I heard the 
report o n  the  rad i o  a few d ays ago that a M r. J i m  G a l l o  
( p h o net ic )  who h a s  had extens ive exper ience i n  work
i ng with the  Nat ive people on  land c l a i m s  has sa id  that 
t h i s  comm iss ion  wou l d  be ,  and I t h i n k  h e  said ,  useless 
o r  wort h l ess,  words to that effect .  I wou l d  n ot want to 
say that that was a d i rect q u ote,  that those were the  
exact words used ,  but  that  certa i n ly was  the  g i st of the  
report of what  M r. G a l l o  had s a i d .  I wonder  i f  the  
M in i ster cou ld  comment  o n  that?  

M R .  COWAN: I haven ' t  h eard the  speci f ic  report that 
the  m e m ber refers to ,  ne i ther  have I had an o p portu
n i ty to ta l k  to that i nd i v i d u a l  to m y  k n owledge .  I wou l d  
appreciate heari n g  h i s  cr i t ic isms a n d  h i s  concerns 
f i rst hand.  I 'm certai n  m y  Leg i s l at ive Assistant ,  the 
M e m ber for R u perts l a n d ,  wou l d  as wel l l i ke to hear 
those f i rst hand so that we can i n corporate i nto the 
format i o n  of terms and  references those cr i t ic isms 
w h i c h  we fee l  a re appropr iate cr it i c i sms  and w h i c h  we 
fee l  we can d i rect o u r  energy towards .  

M R .  RANSOM: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I wonder  has the  M i n
i ster had a n y  d iscuss ions  w i th  the Federa l  Depart
ment  of I n d i a n  Affa i rs pr ior  to the a n n o u ncement  of 
th i s  com m iss ion?  

· 

MR.  COWAN: I h ave not persona l ly  had d i scuss ions 
pr ior  to the  c o m m itment  to s u c h  a com m iss i o n .  I h ave 
had d i scuss ions wi th  M r. Ray Chen ier ,  a parl i a men
tary secretary to the M i n ister of I nd i an Affa i rs and  
N o rthern Deve lopment ,  s i nce havi n g  assumed th i s  
off ice .  

MR. C H A I R M A N :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
l nkster. 

MR. DON SCOTT ( lnkster) : Thank  you, M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  I ' d  j u st l i ke  to put  on the  record , I g u ess ,  before 
t i m e  runs  out  w i th  the  M i n i ster of the Env i ro n m ent .  
U n fo rt u natel y ,  I 've spent  m ost of my t ime over in  N at
u ra l  Resou rces , a n d  at t h i s  t i m e ,  I 'd l i ke to p u t  o n  
record a few com me nts that I m a y  have regard i n g  t h e  
Depa rt ment  o f  E n v i ron ment ,  N orthern Affa i rs and  
Workp lace Safety and  Health .  I t h i n k  th is  who le  area 
is an  area that is g o i n g  to be of m uch  stronger concern 
in the  p u b l ic 's  m i n d  over the  n ext several  years to 
come.  I t 's n ot j ust a fad ; it's n ot somet h i n g  t h at 's j ust 
g o i n g  to come and g o  in a coup le  of years t i m e .  The  
who le  concern  of both  o u r  nort h  and better l iv i n g  
stan dards f o r  the  people i n  the  north ,  c lea n i n g  u p  
t h e i r  o w n  v i l l age  env i ron m e nts on a more g l o ba l  
aspect w i th i n  the  whole  p rov i n ce ,  i n  part icu lar ,  o u r  
larger  u rban centres,  w e  have an  awfu l lot ahead o f  u s .  
I n  a l terat i o n  o f  o u r  past l i festy les ,  and it 's t h ro u g h  
these a l terat ions  i n  l i festy les that we're g o i n g  to b e  
ab le  t o  p rotect o u r  env i ron ment  and o u r  her i tage,  
rea l l y ,  so that we may pass i t  onto future generat i ons  
i n  a state n ot worse,  but  better ,  than  we had received 
it. 

I t h i n k  there is some log ic  in the organ izat ion  of t h i s  
department .  I t h i n k  the  peo p l e  i n  the north are cer
ta i n ly happy to have a M i n ister represent i ng  them 
from t h e  n o rt h .  I th i n k  as wel l ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  from f i rst
hand  exper ience in my travels th ro u g h  the nort h  
t h ro u g h  the  1 7  d i fferent reserve com m u n i t ies ,  very 
rem ote com m u n i t ies many of t h e m ,  i n  the s u m m e r  of 
1 980 when I was e m p l oyed with the Federal Depart
ment of E n v i ron ment  and to see the d i sparag i n g  con
dit ions that so many of these com m u n it ies are i n .  
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One t h i n g  that stands out  in my m i nd very very 
c lear ly was in the v i l lage of Shamattawa where the 
H udson 's  Bay C o m pany had a tank wh ich  was or ig i 
na l ly  d es i g n ed as a water tank for transport i n g  water. 
I t  had a m a n h o l e  s ize open i n g  in the top of i t ,  p lenty 
b ig  e n o u g h  for a person to c l i m b  i nto. They had t h i s  
mou nted on  a farmwag o n ,  a u t i l i ty wagon .  The  wagon 
had broken .  At o n e  po in t  in  t ime they were u s i n g  t h i s  
w a g o n  f o r  t ransport i n g  gaso l i n e  d o w n  t o  a b u l k  stor
age tank near t h e i r  store from the a i rstri p w h i c h  was 
about a q u a rter of a m i le away from the store. After the 
wagon broke t h ey g ave up transport i ng  gaso l i n e  
u s i n g  t h i s  s a m e  conta iner ,  the s a m e  wagon a n d  tan k .  
The c h i l d ren  i n  t h i s  com m u n ity, w h i c h  h a s  a h istory of 
sn iff i n g  gas; has a h i story of emergency f l i g hts to 
W i n n i peg ;  and h as a h i story of c h i l d ren who have 
come to Wi n n i peg and never been ab le to return  
because of b ra i n  damage and yet  the company  that 
owned that tank sat w i th  i t  there ,  d id not try to seal  the 
t h i n g  off. 

There were footpr i nts coming  up the s ide of i t  a n d  
i ns i d e  t h e  tan k ,  y o u  c o u l d  s e e  s neaker  p r i nts  
t h roughout  the  i ns ide  of the  tan k  as wel l .  There was 
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no more gaso l i n e  in l i q u i d  form left in but the res i d u e  
was certa i n l y  st i l l  stron g  there and  i t  m a d e  a perfect 
atmosphere for some c h i l d  foo l i s h  enough  to c l i m b  
i n s i d e  t o  s n i ff t h e  gaso l i ne ,  n ot o n l y  o f  the  res i d u e  b u t  
also tak i n g  other gaso l i n e  w i t h  them.  I was very d i s
tu rbed that t here seemed to be no one wi th  a g reat 
amount  of concern ,  e i ther  in the com m u n ity - in the  
com m u n ity t here were some very concerned e lders ,  I 
s h o u l d  say, make that c lear - but  on behalf  of the Bay 
there was very l i t t le attent ion  to i t - I u nderstood some 
months la ter  the  tank was i n  the same cond i t ion  - from 
the  p rovi nce our report was made avai lab le  to as wel l ,  
I don 't k n ow that anyt h i n g  h a d  been done ,  a t  least 
before the end of 1 980, and I f i n d  i t  q u ite depress i n g  
that when  cond i t ions  l i k e  t h i s  exist ,  w h e n  a t a n k  that i s  
not des igned for use for gaso l i n e  is  bei n g  u sed for  
gaso l i n e  storage and there i s  n o  attem pt, on  beha l f  of  
the  owners of the tan k ,  to conceal  or  to conta i n  access 
to i t  i n  a com m u n ity that has s u c h  a record of m i s u se 
of gaso l i n e  by the c h i l d ren  i n  the  com m u n ity. 

I t h i n k  as wel l ,  in genera l  and from our study that we 
con d u cted in the  North ,  there are p rob lems ,  prob lems 
with sewage,  t remendous p rob lems wi th  sewage in  
the  com m u n i t ies both f rom the  wh ite aspects of the 
com m u n ity,  the  schools  a n d  n u rs i n g  stat ions .  Many 
of  the  so-ca l l ed treatment  p l ants do  not work as t h ey 
are des ig ned to ;  i n  many cases, the  des ig n  is j u st n ot 
feas i b l e  i n  the  northern c l i mates. There i s  d ischarges 
i nto d r i n k i n g  water s u p p l ies in  a couple of d i fferent 
locat i o n s  and  I t h i n k  that we've got to start look i n g ,  
n o t  j u st for n e w  sou rces o f  s u pp ly ,  b u t  w e  h ave t o  start 
look i n g  very c l osely for contro l  of the  conta m i n ants i n  
the com m u n it ies .  

I 'd l i ke to j ust put  a c o u p l e  of words o n  the  agenda 
or o n  the record as to the need i n  the  future - a n d  I 
don 't t h i n k  t hat we s h o u l d  rush  i nto i t ,  I want to take 
enou g h  t ime so that the  job  i s  done properl y - a n d  t h i s  
i s  i n  the  a rea o f  the  env i ronment  o f  a proper  a n d  a 
com p l ete env i ron m ental  assessment  and rev iew p ro
cess. We have a g reat many demands on  govern ment  
i tself  for  p rojects for the g overn ment  to u n dertake. I 
do not bel ieve that i n  the past they have g iven proper 
cons iderat ion  to the env i ro n mental  assessment review 
process. 

I t h i n k  we h ave to g ive i t  a l ot m o re attent ion  t h a n  
h a s  been g iven i n  the  past t o  s u c h  t h i ngs  as benef i t
cost ana lys is ,  where i n  many i n stances, as was i nd i
cated the other  day i n  the  Natu ral Resou rces Est i
mates,  that the  govern ment  i nvestment  was not  even 
cons i dered,  o r  cons idered at a very low leve l ,  as one 
of the  costs in  a cost-benef i t  ana lys is .  I j u st d o  n ot 
accept that ,  I do not t h i n k  that you can j ust take t h e  
govern ment's i nvestment f o r  g ranted and forget about  
i n c l u d i n g  that as part of  the  cost-benefit  ana lys is  to 
g ive any k i n d  of a decent rev iew to any p roject be i n g  
u n d e rtaken b y  t h e  prov i n ce.  I t h i n k  i n  t h i s  regard ,  a n d  
i n  t h e  env i ro n ment i n  genera l ,  t h e  society h a s  evolved 
far q u icker  than have we po l i t i c ians .  I t h i n k  i t 's  f i n e  
t ime t h at we started t o  do s o m e  catc h i n g  u p  a n d  we've 
got a lot of catc h i n g  u p  to do. 

In p o l l u t i o n  contro l ,  I bel ieve i t 's been ment ioned 
and d e bated i n  th i s  Cham ber q u ite a b i t  a l ready d u r
i n g  these Est i m ates review of the  prob lems w i th  o u r  
t h i rd a n d  I be l i eve f i fth largest producers o f  s u l p h u r  
d i o x i d e  i n  t h e  country a n d  t h e  prob lems there w i t h  the 
long-range transported a i r  pol l utants,  in  part i c u l ar, 
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acid rai n .  We also have to look at the u ptake and the 
re lease i n  the so i l s  i n  the  land  d u e  to ac id  ra i n ,  large ly ;  
of h eavy meta ls  going i nto water s u p p l ies a n d  be i n g  
taken u p  b y  p l ants a n d  stu n t i n g  p lant  g rowt h ,  and  i n  
s o m e  areas k i l l i n g  p lant  g rowth completely .  

We can' t  look,  as was done some years ago when  
we were  dea l i n g  wi th  the  G reat Lakes water po l l u t ion ,  
as look i n g  a t  phosphorous or  loo k i n g  a t  any one  
component  as bei n g  the  cr i t ica l  one  and  the  o n l y  one ,  
and you c lean  that u p  a n d  the  l akes are go ing  to be 
c lean and  the  env i ronment  i s  go ing  to be c lean .  
You've got to start look i n g  to a much g reater deg ree of 
the i nterdependency and of the  i nterrelat ions h i ps 
and ,  i n  many cases, one  e lement  work i n g  as a catalyst 
agai nst another e lement.  

So ,  t h i n g s  are far more c o m p lex than we h ave in the  
past g i ven  credit  fo r  and  I th i nk  that i f  we're g o i n g  to 
g a i n  anyt h i n g  in the  futu re towards t h e  i m p rovement 
and the  e n hancement of our env i ronment  we h ave to 
g i ve f u l l  c red i t  to the  ecol o g i ca l  system w h i c h  i s  so 
comp lex ,  and start loo k i n g  at i m pacts r igh t  across the  
board. 

In Workp lace Safety and Health we've seen u n i o n  
movement i n  the  past t a k e  a l ead i n  the  past f e w  years 
i n  mov i n g  towards c l ean i n g  u p  env i ro n m e n t  of the  
workp l ace, and therefore, as wel l c lean  u p  the  general 
env i ron ment  aro u n d  the  plant and of t h e i r  c o m m u n
ity.  O n e  area that I have q u ite a b i t  of concern for,  a n d  I 
u n d e rstand there has been a fa i r  amou nt  of research 
done in  O ntar io wi th  i t  - t h e  M i n ister wou l d  be we l l  
aware of i t ,  as we l l  as the  M e m ber for  T h o m pson ,  we l l  
aware of the  prob lems here I bel i eve, a t  l east h av i n g  
u nderg ro u n d  exper ience - and  t hat i s  the  p r o b l e m  of 
d i ese l  fue l  i n  u ndergro u n d  m i n e  shafts. T h e  prob lem 
of d i esel  fu mes off  the  transfer f rom e l ectr ica l  gener
at i n g  eq u i pment  and from propane prope l l ed eq u i p
ment  to d iese l .  I n  O ntar io I k now they h ave been 
u nderg o i n g  a very thoro u g h  study for a coup le  of 
years now. As soon as that study comes out  I t h i n k  
that we c a n  t i e  onto i t  a n d  ga i n from t h e  resu lts o f  the i r  
stu d y  wh ich  I th ink  can be transferred d i rect ly  over  to  
us  h e re i n  Man itoba. 

So ,  in conc l u d i n g ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  the p u b l ic 
is g o i n g  to be watc h i n g  t h i s  general area, t h i s  depart
ment  wi th  a g reat deal  of i n terest. I t h i n k ,  as I sa id 
before, that they are ahead of the  rest of us ,  in  genera l ,  
i n  the i r  awareness, i n  the i r  concern a n d  the  M i n ister is 
n ot g o i n g  to j ust be watched  c lose ly  by his col
leag ues ,  both with i n  his own party and on  the O p posi
t ion benches,  but  in the  p u b l i c  as a whole.  I feel  conf i
dent that o u r  M i n ister w i l l  be ab le  to m eet that 
c h a l l e n g e  and  to carry that cha l lenge on towards the  
futu re so that the p rovi n ce i n  fou r  years hence w i l l  be  
i n  far  safer hands env i ronmenta l ly  than  has been i n  
the past. I ' m  n o t  j u st spea k i n g  of the past record of t h e  
f o r m e r  government ,  I ' m  spea k i n g  of a l l  former 
gove rn ments .  

Thank you very m u c h .  

M R. CHAI R M AN: 1 . (c ) -pass;  1 . -pass. T h at con
c l u d es the  cons iderat ion  of t h e  Esti m ates in  N orth e rn 
Affa i rs,  Env i ron ment and Workp lace Safety and  Health 
and conc l udes the I tems u n d e r  1 .  Execut ive.  

Reso l u t i o n  1 1 4 . T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R ESOLVED 
THAT there be g ranted to H e r  M ajesty a s u m  n ot 
exceed i n g  $408,900 for N o rthern Affa i rs ,  E n v i ron-
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ment and Workp lace Safety a n d  Hea l th  Execut ive for  
the f iscal  year e n d i n g  3 1 st day of March ,  1 983-pass. 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

M R .  CHAI R MAN, Steve Ashton (Thompson) :  I f  
c o u l d  d i rect t h e  mem bers' attent ion  t o  page 8 - par
don me,  page 9 - of the Department  of Agri c u l t u re ,  
the  head i n g  Genera l  A d m i n i strat ion  No .  1 . (a )  T h e  
M i n ister 's Sa lary .  An  open i n g  statement  by t h e  
M i n i ster. 

The Honourab le  M i n ister or  Agr icu l tu re .  

HON.  B ILL  U R USKI  ( Interlake) : M r .  Cha i rman ,  I ' m  
certa i n l y  p leased t h i s  eve n i n g  a n d  part i cu lar ly  o n  t h i s  
my f i rst occasion  t o  have t h i s  opport u n ity t o  present  
the  M e m bers of the  Asse m b l y  w i th  the  Esti mates of  
the Department  of Agri c u l t u re for the  1 982-83 f iscal  
year. 

The Department's c u rrent expe n d i t u res for  the  
com i n g  year  are est i m ated to be $42 . 1  m i l l i o n ,  up  
som e 8 percent over  the 1 98 1 -82 l evel  o f  $39. 1 m i l l i o n .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: Excuse me .  I be l i eve the  trad i t ion  i s  
that the M i n ister's off ic ia ls  d o  not  c o m e  i n  u nt i l  after 
the ope n i n g  statements.  Is that n ot correct? 

MR. U R U S K I :  T h i s  s u m  covers both operat i n g  
expenses a n d  Acqu is i t ions/Construct ion o f  Phys ica l  
Assets. In  the  area of staff i n g ,  I a m  p ropos i n g  an  
i n c rease of  two-and-one-ha l f  staff m a n  years over  t h e  
1 98 1 -82 level o f  728.35 S M Y's to 731 . 09.  

F u rther  funds are proposed in Sched u l e  A of Cap i 
tal and  t h i s  w i l l  affect o u r  progra m m i ng t h ro u g h  both  
the  M a n i toba A g r i c u lt u ra l  C red i t  Corporat ion a n d  the 
Man itoba Water Services Board . 

Before p roceed i n g ,  I wou l d  l i ke to say a word 
regard i n g  the  agri c u l t u ra l  i n d u st ry in  genera l  in  M a n i 
toba.  As you are aware, M r. C ha i r m a n ,  i n c reas i n g  
n u m bers o f  Man itoba farmers h ave been suffer i n g  
severe f i nanc ia l  setbacks d u ri n g  t h e  past few years. 
The s u m mer  of 1 980 was marked by drought  c o n d i 
t ions  w h i l e  i n  the  past year, the  f i nanc ia l  c l i m ate h a s  
worsened wi th  h i g h  i nterest rates, cont i n u i n g  h i g h  
rates o f  i nf lat ion i n  pr ices o f  farm i n puts a n d  depressed 
market p r ices of many farm prod u cts. As an i n i t ia l  
response,  my col l eagues and  I h ave a l ready i n t ro
d uced the M a n itoba I nterest Rate Re l ief  Prog ram.  We 
be l i eve that s u c h  a program is  n ecessary to ass ist  low 
and midd le  i ncome farmers whose i n comes have 
been m ost serious ly  depressed by the  explos i o n  i n  
i nterest rates d u r i n g  the past few years. 

I wou l d  l i k e  to t u rn m o re d i rect l y  now to my depart
ment's Est i m ates and ,  as stated ear l i er ,  p roposed c u r
rent expend i t u res are at $42 . 1  m i l l i o n  for the 1 982-83 
year. The major port ion  of t h ese expend i tu res w i l l  be 
used to carry on  ex ist i n g  programs in the department .  
A l though I 've had the  opport u n ity to rev i ew a n u m be r  
o f  p rogram seg ments ,  I h ave n ot yet been ab le  t o  
carefu l l y  ana lyse and make po l i cy dec is ions  regard
i ng al l  seg m e nts of the  department  pr ior to tabl i n g  of 
the Est i m ates. H owever, I f u l l y  i ntend to carry out  
such  rev iews over  the com i n g  year and rea l i g n  p ro
g ram act iv i t ies where necessary to focus more sharp ly  
on  real i z i n g  departmenta l  goa ls .  

Such reviews wi l l  i nvolve a consu ltat ive p rocess 

with my staff, my co l l eagues and the  farm i n g  com
m u n ity in g e neral so that programs and po l i c i es w i l l  
b e  set to reach a broad spectru m o f  t h e  r u ra l  com m u n
ity i n  the  m ost reasonab le  and e q u i tab le  way . As i nd i 
cated i n  the  T h rone Speech ,  there are  th ree areas 
where it i s  of pr ime i m portance that effect ive act ion  be 
started urgent ly .  

The  f i rst of these is  pr ice and  i ncome sta b i l izat ion  
for  o u r  hog and  beef catt le  produ cers who h ave been 
c lamour ing  for govern ment assistance and l eader
s h i p  for the  past year or more .  I fu l l y  rea l ize that th i s  
area i s  c lear ly  a Federal respons i b i l i ty and  that a 
mean i ngfu l  stab i l izat ion  program on a n at iona l  basis 
i s  m u c h  to be p referred over the  cu rrent s i tuat ion 
where many prov inces p rov ide  temporary o r  m o re 
permanent  i ncome ass istance programs that d i ffer 
w ide ly  in coverage and effect iveness.  In view of the 
u rgency of p rov i d i n g  a level of s u p po rt that e nab les 
o u r  cow-ca lf  operators to s u rv ive t h e i r  i ncome cr is is  
and  to ma inta in  the i r  beef herds,  as you witnessed th is  
afternoon ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  I have i ntroduced a p ro
g ram that w i l l  req u i re funds  add i t iona l  to those in o u r  
1 982-83 Est i m ates w h i c h  made n o  a l l ocat i o n  f o r  beef 
sta b i l izat ion .  

As you k now, the  Hog I ncome Ass u rance Fund  
i m p l em ented by the  p rev ious ad m i n istrat ion  h as been 
u n de r  way s i nce J a n u a ry ,  1 98 1  and i s  i ntended to be 
operat iona l  u nt i l  Decem ber of th i s  year, 1 982.  I i ntend 
to work w i th  the  prod ucers in  exam i n i n g  its c o n t i n ua
t ion  and  of cou rse if i n terest warrants. I w i l l  part ic i
pate in a sta b i l izat ion  program beyond Decem ber  of 
'82.  We w i l l  be d iscuss i n g  t hat in t ime wi th  the p ro
ducers and the Hog Board of the Prov ince of M a n itoba. 

A second area of pr ime i m portance i n vo lves the 
M a n itoba Agr icu l tu ra l  C red i t  Corporat ion .  I f i rm ly  
bel i eve that t h i s  i nst i tut ion can p lay a more v i ta l  ro le i n  
ass i st i n g  farmers and  t h i s  ro le becomes part icu lar ly 
crucia l  in  per iods of h i g h  i nterest rates. Therefore, my 
department  w i l l  u n dertake a n  i n-depth eva l uat ion of 
MACC's  capacity to assist farmers t h roug h  these 
u n certa i n  f i nanc ia l  t i mes by prov i d i n g  more mean i ng
f u l ,  re l evant loan p rograms.  A more deta i led o u t l i n e  of 
the  Corporat ion 's  d i rect i o n  w i l l  be forthcom i n g  o n ce 
I 've had an opport u n ity to extens ive ly rev iew depart
menta l  opt ions and  recom mendat ions  i n  t h i s  context. 
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The t h i rd key issue I propose to address revolves 
aro u n d  the issue of agr icu l tu ra l  lands p rotect ion  i n  
the  prov i nce.  W e  are p resent ly  exam i n i n g  and  p lan
n i n g  ways to i m p lement  ways of restr ict i n g  absentee 
ownersh i p  of agri c u l t u ra l  l and .  As with my other two 
m aj o r  th rusts,  the i ntent of such  act ion  is  to streng
then the  fam i l y  farm u n i t in Man itoba. 

There are n u merous add i t iona l  act iv i t ies to w h i c h  I 
i ntend  to d i rect my atten t i o n ,  n ot on ly  i n  the  1 982-83 
year, but in the fu ture .  T h i s  i n c l u des such  i tems as 
transportat i o n  po l icy ,  i n c l u d i n g  the controvers ia l  
C row rate issue and  other  areas affect i n g  the  m ove
ment  of o u r  agri c u l t u ra l  products. Various  marketi n g  
concepts a n d  ways t o  h e l p  a l l ev iate some o f  t h e  c u r
rent p rob lems associated wi th  ex ist i n g  market i n g  sys
tems a n d  methods by w h i c h  the va l uab le  work u nd er
taken t h ro u g h  the  exist i n g  AgroMan A g reement  can 
be fo l l owed u p .  

I n  some spec i f ic  areas of endeavo u r, my d epart
ment  w i l l  be em phas iz i n g  certa i n  act iv i t ies .  Th is  
i nc l udes i ncreased g rants to m u n ic ipa l i t ies to assist 
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and i m p rove the i r  work in veter i n a ry medica l  care and 
weed contro l  p rograms.  A u g mented fund ing  to a l low 
for i n c reased e n ro l ment  and  producer  i n volvement i n  
groups such a s  t h e  D a i ry Herd I m p rovement  Associa
t ion and the  Com merc ia l  Hog I m p rovement P rog ram .  
I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  department w i l l  exa m i n e  ways to 
further  the  effect iveness of resou rces a l located for 
farm and com m u n ity water deve lopment as wel l  as 
deve lop  po l ic ies with respect to i rr igat ion .  

We w i l l  put  m o re e m phasis  on  farm management 
programs that assist producers i n  ru n n i ng the i r  oper
at i o n s  i n  the  m ost effic ient  man ner .  S u c h  endeavou rs 
are of he ig htened i m portance i n  f i nanc ia l l y  d iff i c u l t 
t imes .  To fu rther  enhance th i s  p rog ram , my staff w i l l  
b e  p resent ing  a F a r m  Management  ' 8 3  home study 
course w h i c h  w i l l ,  no  d o u bt,  be of i nterest to a g reat 
n u m ber  of Man itoba farmers.  

I persona l l y  am opt i m ist ic  that in the  longer r u n ,  
br ig hter  t i mes a r e  ahead and l ook  forward to bei n g  
part of  the  st i m u l u s  to rev i ta l ize an  excit i n g  i n d ustry.  
However, I am a lso aware that t h i s  m u st be a co
operative effort among al l  t hose i nvolved i n  the i n dus
try.  As such,  I cha l lege a l l  seg m ents of ag r i c u l t u re to 
prov ide  ways to h e l p  b u i l d  a stronger  and br ig hter 
future .  

Thank you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN:  The H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for  Rob
l i n  R ussel l .  

M R .  J .  WALLY M c K E N Z I E  ( Robl in-R ussell :  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  we welcome the  ope n i n g  statement by the 
H o n o u rab le  M i n ister ,  a rev iew of the Est i mates of th is  
department wh ich supports o u r  No .  1 i n d u st ry i n  th is  
provi n ce. I t 's the backbone of the economy and  every
t h i n g  seems to evolve aro u n d  how wel l  ag r icu l tu re 
does i n  t h i s  p rov i nce and  it 's been that way for many,  
many years .  I 'm somewhat d isappoi nted i n  the  open
i ng statements of the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister. H e  never 
ment ioned the  word i nf lat ion ,  I don ' t  t h i n k ,  at least if  
he did I d i d n ' t  p i c k  i t  up. U n l ess t h i s  factor ,  this d is
ease, o r  t h i s  eco n o m i c  prob lem that's p lag u i n g  t h i s  
cou nt ry ,  u n less i t ' s  b ro u g h t  u n d e r  control  w i th i n  the  
next  decade I don 't th i nk  there' l l  be any farmers l eft i n  
t h i s  p rov ince to  carry o n  w i th  the way  the t h i ngs are 
esca l at i n g  and fal l i ng in on  them from al l  s ides.  I 
wou l d  t h i n k  i n  t h i s  d ebate, that the  M i n ister wou l d  
have more to say on  t h a t  su bject matter. As t h e  new 
pres ident  of the  G ra i n  G rowers sa id  i n  a statement i n  
Rosthern ,  Saskatchewan t h e  other n i g ht ,  I thought  
very i n terest i n g ,  h e  sa id "The rea l  q u est ion i s  not one  
of  fre i g ht rates but  for farmers to dec ide i f  we can 
afford double d ig i t  i nf lat ion ,  o r  anyth i n g  c l ose to i t  
over the next ten years . "  And h e  goes on to say there 
"with doub le  d i g i t  i nf lat ion we won't have to worry 
about transportat ion  rates,  or what o u r  share of the  
rate i s .  I f  commod ity rates don 't match  i n f lat ion we 
wi l l  n o  longer  be in  b u s i n ess anyhow." 

And that's the  second point  that I wanted to ra ise to  
the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister, i s  the com mod ity pr ices that 
o u r  p roducers i n  t h i s  p rov i nce a re rece iv ing today for 
their  products.  And I don't  see how they ' re going to 
poss i b l y  carry o n  with the costs that's fac i n g  them 
today from a l l  s i des .  We can start w i th  energy.  The 
en ergy costs are  stagger ing  for any farmer  today 
when  he  takes a look at what i t  cost in the l ast few 

1 074 

months after those federal p r i ce i n c reases come on 
stream .  I t 's  a stagger i n g  pr ice and  I j u st wonder  if 
maybe t h i s  co m m ittee s h o u l d n ' t  g et after  the Federal 
Govern ment and ask them to rel i eve some of those 
federal taxes that's been levied on  farm fue l ,  because 
after al l  the farmers are the ones that are p rod u c i n g  
food . A n d  w i t h o u t  food we wou l d n 't l ast very long i n  
t h i s  cou ntry. T here certa i n ly i s  s o m e  ray o f  hope i n  the  
p rov i nce i n  energy with the l i tt l e  gasoho l  p lant  that's 
al ready operat i n g  at M i n nedosa, that is some hope,  
but  I i m ag i n e t h e  a m o u nt of fue l  that comes out  of that 
p lant  is certa i n ly n ot g o i n g  to solve a l l  the  problems 
that we face i n  th is  p rov ince .  The costs of fert i l izer, t he 
costs of eq u i p ment ,  the costs of goods and  services to 
keep the farmer g o i n g  today are stagger i n g  compared 
to 1 0  years ago.  I wonder what encou ragement that 
they have today as they prepare to seed the i r  c rop for 
another year .  

T here certai n l y  i s  some encouragement in some of 
the f ie lds.  The CSP Foods Plant at H arrowby is  on  
stream and m ov i n g  ahead . B u t  I wonder  i n  the  
debates of  C row R ate where the  cano la  i n d u st ry is  
go ing to e n d  up .  I t 's st i l l  an u n k nown factor and  the 
n u m ber  of d oc u m ents that the  Honourab le  M i n i ster of 
Transport and  H i g hways has tabled a l ready to us  
d oesn 't seem to g ive that i n d u st ry the  answers that I 
th i n k  maybe they were h o p i n g  t hat we c o u l d  come u p  
w i th .  B u t  poss i b ly  i n  t h e  debate a n d  i n  t h e  ensu i n g  
reports from D r. G i lson w e  w i l l  get some rays o f  hope 
for that i n d u stry.  

The other i n d u stry that has come o n  stream is  the 
use of sewage effl uent  at Rob l i n  for an  i rr igat ion p ro
gram,  w h i c h  is a f i rst in t h i s  p rov i nce .  W h i l e  it's new I 
s i n cerely hope the M i n ister w i l l  d evote a l ot of h i s  t i m e  
towards t h a t  a n d  t h at we can s e e  m o re and  m ore of 
those types of  p rojects in the  p rov i n ce,  because 
there's a lot of i n te rest from d i fferent com m u n it ies  
t h at have been i n  touch  w i th  myself  and  others i n  the  
Rob l i n  area .  T h e  ag rep and others fee l  that there i s  a 
certa i n  m a n n e r  w i th  type of p rocess to h a n d l e  t h e  
effl uent  and env i ronmental  prob lems that c o m e  u p  i n  
o u r  l arger r u ral  com m u n it ies .  

T h e  d ebates in  t h i s  H ouse regard i n g  t h e  removal of 
Hyd ro rates has certa i n ly ,  the  freeze o n  Hydro rates 
has concerned a lot of farmers .  I 've had a lot of ca l l s  i n  
t h e  l ast few days s i nce t hose d iscuss ions  took p lace i n  
t h e  House a n d  I hope the  H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster w i l l  
add ress h i mse l f  to that s u bject d u ri n g  the  c o u rse of 
these Est i m ates so that we can g ive o u r  farm com
m u n ity some ray of hope that at least there' l l  be one  
cost that won ' t  esc u l ate i n  the  year  ahead .  A n d  I ' m  
s u re he w i l l  g i ve u s  that t ime .  

The other  po int  that I hope that we' l l  h ave some t i m e  
t o  d i scuss i n  these Esti m ates i s  the  f u l l  u t i l izat ion  of 
the Port of C h u rc h i l l .  I wou l d  hope that that Port w i l l  
get back u p  t o  the  5 0  m i l l i on  b u s h e l s  t h a t  i s  i t s  capac
ity to hand le  because it 's a very i m portant part of t h i s  
prov i nce and  i t  c a n  serve a very i m portant a n d  usef u l  
r o l e  to the  serv ice.  The I nterest R ate R e l i ef Progra m ,  I 
s h a l l  leave that ,  we' l l  d iscuss t h at at some length .  M y  
col league,  t h e  M e m ber  for M orr is ,  t h e  other day d i s
cussed rather  b r ief ly ,  and h as many q u est ions to raise 
o n  that s u bj ect.  The  Beef I ncome Assu rance Plan that 
was a n n o u n ced by the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister today, 
u n fo rt u n at e l y  the C h a i r m a n  of o u r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Com m ittee i n  th i s  c a u c u s  i s  a t  B randon F a i r ,  as I sa id  
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today where he  shou ld  be, with the agr icu l tura l  peo
ple, and I ' m  s u re when h e  ret u r n s  there ' l l  be a l ot of 
q u est ions  that h e  w i l l  want to ra ise .  I am somewhat 
concerned about the doc u ment  t h at the  H o n o u rab le  
M i n ister l a i d  on  the  tab l e  a n d  wh i le  I h aven 't had a 
chance to study it i n  some deta i l ,  I certa i n l y  w i l l  have a 
lot of q u est ions  to ra ise .  

I n ote that the M i n ister ment ioned the  Hog Stabi l i
zat ion  Prog ram .  I f  there i s  any  encourag i n g  s i g n  o n  
the  agri c u l t u ra l  scene a s  I s e e  i t ,  i t  i s  t h e  h o g  i n d u st ry 
maybe have a fai r ly  good year i n  th is  prov ince .  
Because fro m what  I can gather  t h e  prob lems of foot 
and mouth  d i sease in D e n m ark w i l l  certa i n l y  h ave 
some beari n g  on the market in t h i s  p rov i nce a n d  
maybe o u r  p ri ces w i l l  escalate so  that the  hog p ro
d ucer w i l l  have a better year than  he's had .  The MACC 
rev is ions and  loan programs,  I 'm  s u re that we' re go ing  
to devote some t i m e  to that s u bject matter and  a lso h e  
ment ioned t h e  restr ict io n s  that h e  proposes t o  b r i n g  
i nto the L a n d s  Protect ion  A c t  i n  t h ese est imates. 

So those few words I ,  o n  beha l f  of our g roup ,  wel
come the statement that was put  i nto the record by the 
H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster and I h o pe that we h ave a very 
f ru i tf u l  a n d  open d i scuss ion  on t h ese Esti mates a n d  
h opefu l l y  we can use a l l  o u r  resou rces, a l l  ta lents a n d  
a l l  o u r  s k i l l s  to see i f  w e  can't  h e l p  the agr icu lt u ra l  
i n du stry i n  t h i s  prov ince ,  w h o  i s  hav ing  so many p rob
lems as I stan d  here ton i g ht .  Thank you . 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Lakes ide .  

M R .  ENNS:  M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  the  H o n o u rab le  
M i n ister w i l l  a l low us  to d iscuss the  p roposed beef 
program u nder  t h i s  item i n a s m u c h  as there i s  no l i n e  
for t h e  $ 1 7 .5  m i l l ion  program conta i ned anywhere i n  
the  Est imates and that o f  cou rse . . .  

M R .  CHAIR MAN: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister. O rder  
p lease. 

MR. U R U S K I :  On a po in t  of order, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  
there i s  a l i n e  i f  the  M e m b e r  for Lakes ide wou l d  check 
the  Est i m ates, h e' l l  see I tem No .  1 0  where there i s  a n  
a m o u n t  d ea l i n g  w i th  the  I ncome I ns u rance F u n d  
w h i c h  covers a l l  the  i ncome assu rance p rograms that  
are u nder  the  govern ment ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n .  I tem N o .  1 O 
the last i tem,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  i n  the Est i m ates. 

MR. E N NS: M r. Cha i rman ,  s u re ly  the M i n ister w i l l  n ot 
prec l u d e  us from ask i n g  some q u est ions on the  
a n n o u n cement  that he  made th i s  afternoon .  The  wee
kend i s  com i n g  u p .  I t 's q u est ionab le  whether we' l l  be 
ab le  to dea l  at any  g reat l e n gth  wi th  h is Est i m ates 
tomorrow and I k n ow that certa i n ly ,  myself, as a n  
i nter laker and  others a s  w e  t ravel h o m e  t o  o u r  const i
tuenc ies ,  wou l d  want to h ave as m uch  i nformat ion  as 
we can and I t h i n k  wi th  the general pract ice that you ,  
S i r, a s  C h a i rman have a l l owed i n  p reced i n g  Est i
mates. to deal  with the fai r ly  genera l  i tems under t h i s  
head i n g  o f  ad m i n istrat i o n .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  my specif ic  q uest ion  . . .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  O rder  p l ease. Before we cont i n u e  
on  wi th  I tem 1 . ( b )  or  su bsequent  i tems,  I woµ l d  i nform 
the  M i n ister that i t  wou l d  be appro pr iate at th is  t ime to 

i nv ite h i s  departmental  offic ia l s  down i f  he so des i res. 
The H o n o u rab le  Member for Lakes ide .  

MR.  ENNS:  Mr .  Chairman,  I m i ssed the M i n i ster's 
press conference t h i s  afternoon but I wou l d  l i ke to ask 
j ust for c lar i f icat ion  some specif ic  q uest ions  regard
ing the program that he a n n o unced this afternoon .  

O n e  of them i s  the  fact that the govern ment  i s  very 
speci f ic  about the prov inc ia l  govern ment's s hare 
bei n g  2 percent of the g ross sales val ue  of the  mar
keted a n i ma l  but  not affix i n g  any part icu lar  cost that 
he  a l l u d es to w i l l  be the prod u cers.  In fact h e  says, 
that cost could vary and I wonder why at t h i s  stage 
that that is  the case? That w i l l  be an  i m med i ate q u es
t ion  that many producers w i l l  ask .  We acknowledge 
the Prov i nc ia l  Govern ment's ded icat ion  to th is  p ro
g ra m  to the  rate of 2 percent.  What is the  p ro d ucer's 
share g o i n g  to be? 

MR. U R USKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the p rod u cer's s hare 
w i l l  be developed by the Com m ittee. There has been 
some i nte rest expressed that t here shou ld  be several 
leve ls  of i n s u ra b i l i ty under  the program and the  com
m i ttee t h at I p ropose to set up w i l l  be d iscuss i n g  t h i s  
matter f u rther  w i th  producers over the  n e x t  month  
pr ior  to the  contract bei n g  developed when we a rr ive 
wi th  some recom mendat ions from the  producer  
groups .  Those, w hether there sha l l be a two- level ,  
two-t ie red system of support o r  a one-tiered syste m ,  
that w i l l  be d iscussed and a t  t h a t  po int  i n  t i m e  the  
prod u cer's share w i l l  be a n n o u nced.  

I m i g ht ment ion to the h o n o u rab le  m e m be r  that  
dependent on the  level of s u p port that i s  dec ided 
u p o n ,  t h e  p rod ucers p re m i u m  level  cou ld  ran g e  any
where from 4 to 8 percent i n  terms of the g ross sa le  
val u e  of the  f i n ished product .  

MR. E N NS:  M r. Cha i rman ,  I want to deal  with t h i s  
q uest ion  very caut ious ly because certa i n l y  we i n  t h e  
O p pos i t ion have I t h i n k ,  very u n d e rstand l y  p ressed 
th i s  M i n ister and t h i s  govern ment  for some act ion  i n  
t h i s  respect.  I t  was a very speci f ic  campai g n  p ro m ise 
d u r i n g  the  e lect i o n  i n  Novem ber ,  so on  the o n e  h a n d  
w e  welcomed the M i n i ster's remarks th i s  afternoon . 
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M R .  CHAIRMAN: O rder p lease. M r. M i n i ster.  

POINT OF ORDER 

M R .  U R USKI :  On a po in t  of o rder ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 
see the Mem ber for Lakes ide  wishes to debate t h i s  
i t e m  a n d  I ' m  certa i n l y  w i l l i n g  to go ahead and  d ebate 
and d iscuss th i s  item at lengt h .  

H owever, I want t o  have the  assurance that i s  we are 
debati n g  t h i s  now and we' l l  g o  i nto lengthy d iscus
s i o n s  o n  i t  now that when t h e  i tem appears i n  the  
Est i m ates n ext, that i tem wi l l  be passed. So can we 
have some dec is ion  as to  whether  we want  to g o  at i t  
now o r  do we g o  at  i t  w h e n  the  appropr iate t ime 
comes? 

MR. CHAIR MAN: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for T u rt le  
Mounta in  o n  a po int  of order.  

MR. RANSOM: On the poi nt  of order.  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 
can 't g i ve the M i n i ster that assurance but  t h i s  i s  the 
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appropriate place to begin discussion. Mr. Chairman, 
I think you'll see that under General Administration it 
says it "Plans and ensures effective implementation of 
policies. programs and activities in the Manitoba 
Department of Agriculture." 

Well, Mr. Chairman, we're interested at this point in 
how well he's been planning and ensuring the effec
tive implementation of a plan such as this and I think 
that that sort of discussion is entirely in order at this 
point. 

As the Minister makes more information available 
to us we will have an opportunity to see, in fact, how 
that will actually bear upon the producers in this pro
vince. By the time we reach the end item we will have 
more knowledge of that and we'll be able to discuss it 
at that point as well and I daresay when we come to 
the Minister's salary at the end, that there will be 
further comment. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the com
ments from the Member for Turtle Mountain that there 
will be ample opportunity to discuss this issue during 
the Minister's Salary and we will be coming back to it 
and of course the appropriate place in the Estimate 
where there is a specific line - and if there wasn't a 
specific reference to it in the Estimates but we have a 
specific line - the Member for Turtle Mountain, the 
House Leader of the Conservative Party would want 
to acknowledge that if there is a specific reference to a 
program that they would want to confine their remarks 
either there, or if they want to go into the whole range 
of debate on the Minister's Salary, certainly that's 
open at that point of time, but at this point in time 
we're not there. We will be there whenever members 
opposite wish us to get there and at this point in time 
we're into the specifics of the department dealing in 
General Administration. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Chairman, on the same point of 
order. We are here going to be talking about how well 
this department has been planning this type of pro
gram of beef stabilization and we're going to be 
inquiring as to whether they can effectively imple
ment it or not and I think if the Minister will lean over 
and take a little advice from the Minister of Transpor
tation, he will find that in the past the Minister of 
Transportation has used this section for a rather 
broad exploration of the activities of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Gov
ernment Services. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (lac du Bonnet): Mr. Chair
man, on the point of order. I think I would like to 
remind members opposite that there were many 
occasions where we had a similar debate, where there 
was a line in the Estimates and where the Opposition, 
!I didn't matter whether it was our group or that group 
wanted to debate that line on the Minister's statement 
�nd the ruling usually was that if they chose to do it 
that way, then they could not engage in that debate on 
the line itself in the appropriation or the resolution 
and that was a choice open to them. I don't think we 
can entertain debate on the same item in two places 
other than Ministerial Salary or the item itself. 
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MR. ENNS: I think I must apologize for not making 
myself clear on this item. I specifically thought I said, 
I'm not in a position and I don't want to debate the 
plan, the actual Income Stabilization Program as 
such. What I want to debate is just how well this 
government and this Minister has planned to produce 
this program and what steps he's taking through his 
administration in developing this program. That's 
really, I think, quite appropriate to this particular sec
tion and, Sir, that's what I want to talk about. 

Mr. Chairman, what I am disturbed about, the Minis
ter's statement is that he is now planning to call 
together a beef advisory group to advise him how to 
draw up a program to stabilize the beef incomes in 
this province. Mr. Chairman, any cursory reading of 
the plan that the Minister laid before us, the structure 
is all there and my question to him would therefore 
have to be, I would assume, is this merely a proposal 
or will the advisory group that the Honourable Minis
ter refers to in the press release today have the oppor
tunity to fundamentally alter the scope and shape of 
the proposed plan? Because Mr. Chairman, there are 
of course some very serious deficiencies even in the 
setup as the Minister has indicated this afternoon. 

I take it for instance, Mr. Chairman, there is abso
lutely no help for any feedlot operation involved in the 
plan and I note from the Minister's nod of approval 
that is the case. Now, the feedlot operations, of 
course, account for a very substantial high majority of 
the number of animals that go to processing in this 
plant which, by the way, is one of the goals of the 
stabilization program which is to help out, provide 
jobs in Manitoba, create greater employment oppor
tunities and keep our processing industry healthy and 
alive. Mr. Chairman, I take it then I can take that back 
to my producers, to my feedlot operators, and say that 
the Beef Income Stabilization Program that is being 
proposed will not in any way touch one of the major 
sectors in the beef industry, namely the feedlot 
operators. 

The other question is, I suppose I'm going to have to 
wait because I can see where the Minister intends to 
use or is planning, Mr. Chairman, to use the announced 
$17.5 million I suppose in various ways, but the one 
specific way that he mentioned as a grant possibly to 
the cow-calf operators on a cow unit- he mentioned 
the figure of $50- but my cattle producers are going 
to ask me that if he in turn has to contribute between, I 
thought he said, 4 and 8 percent of the value of the 
animal when it's marketed, that may be considerably 
more than the original carrot used to bring the pro
ducer into the plan and he may start doing his little 
arithmetic all by himself and say, hey, what's in this 
proposal for me? 

Mr. Chairman, I'm asking and I'm seeking from the 
Minister an opportunity that he perhaps didn't have 
under the rules and regulations of the House to 
broaden that statement that he made to us at 2:00 
o'clock or for those of us who weren't at his press 
conference to expand on some of these very imme
diate questions that cattle producers will be putting to 
all of our members as we go back to our constituen
cies. No. 1, at least give us a reasonable guesstimate 
as to the producer involvement in the plan. I appre
ciate the Minister's comments. If he says it could be a 
variable level of insurance contained in the plans, that 

v

r

i



Thursday, 1 Apri l ,  1 982 

cou l d  ca l l  for a var iance i n  t h e  prem i u m  col lected , but  
he d id  ment ion  the  f igures of between 4 and 8 percent.  

M r. Cha i rman , 4 and 8 percent,  8 percent i s  a p retty 
health prem i u m  contr i but ion  on  the part of a p roducer 
who i s  a l ready hard pressed to make a do l lar  w i th  t h i s  
a n i m a l .  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i f  we b e l i eve the  stats t here are 
many catt le  producers that don 't make 8 percent n et 
on t h e i r  catt le  sa les and t h i s  govern ment is i ntroduc
ing as a way of help an 8 percent p rem i u m  contr ibu
t ion  on the part of that same producer before seei n g  
a n y  tan g i b l e  res u lts oth e r  than  perhaps the  carrot o f  
t h e  $50 t o  get h i m  t o  e n ro l l  i n  t h e  p l a n .  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I s i m p l y  ask the  M i n ister to ava i l  
h i mself  o f  t h i s  opportu n ity to m a k e  those o f  u s  and  I 
don ' t  say t h i s  i n  any  d i sparag i n g  way, w i th  the  excep
t ion of the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of M u n ic i pa l  Affa i rs ,  
the  t r u t h  of the  m atter i s  t h at m ost of o u r  m e m bers d o  
go home to o u r  const i tue n cies a n d  we w i l l  be ru n n i n g  
i nto catt l e  peo p l e  as wi l l  t h e  M i n ister h i mself .  I wou ld  
l i ke h im to h e l p  u s  out o n  t h i s  w h i c h  w i l l  u nd o u bted ly  
be t h e  N o .  1 q uest i o n  i n  t h e  m i n d s  of m ost of m y  
const i tuents t h at a re i n  t h e  catt l e  b u s i n ess a s  I come 
home for  th i s  weekend ,  M r .  Cha i rman .  

N o .  1 ,  can the  M i n ister c o n f i r m  n o  h e l p  avai l ab le  for  
any feed l ot operat ions  i n  the  prov i n ce? No .  2 ,  can h e  
be m o re spec i f ic  about  t h e  producer  contr i but ion  at 
th i s  po int  in t ime?  

M R .  U R USKI :  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  i t  appears that the  hon
ourab le  mem bers f rom t h e  O p pos i t ion w ish  to d i s
cuss t h i s  a n d  I don ' t  m i n d  o n  the  u n derstand i n g  that ,  
as we had i n d i cated ,  th i s  m atter we wi l l  dea l  w i th  now 
and  that the  d ebate wi l l  c o n c l u d e  o n  m y  Est i m ates i n  
terms o f  further  com ments .  I s  that accu rate i n  terms 
of the  d iscuss ion?  

M R .  RANSOM: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  on  a po in t  of order .  I 'm  
a l i t t le su rpr i sed a t  the  M i n ister that after fou r  months  
of  await i n g  t h i s  p ro m i sed beef  p l a n ,  the  M i n i ster n ow 
wants some ass u ra n ce that d ebate of the  p lan  is g o i n g  
to be l i m i ted . W h at we a re t ry i n g  to d o  a t  t h i s  po in t  i s  
d i scuss i t e m s  that a re a p p ro priate u nder  t h i s  sect i o n  
w h i c h  c l ear ly  ta lks  a b o u t  p l an n i n g  a n d  effect ive 
i m p lementat ion  and that's what we're tal k i n g  about ,  
how th is program was p l a n ned ;  how they see t h e i r  
p lans  work i n g  to h e l p  t h e  beef prod u cers;  w h i c h  o n es 
they have p l a n n ed for; w h i c h  o n es they haven't  
p lanned  for ;  how they plan to see the  t h i n g  i m p l e
mented . That's w h at we' re g o i n g  to ta lk  about now 
and  w h e n  we h ave deter m i ned some of those t h i n gs ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h e n  w e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  tal k m o re i nte l l i
gent ly  about  what i m pact it w i l l  have upon  the  p ro
d ucers w h i c h  I t h i n k  wou l d  be appropr iate to d iscuss 
when we get to the  f ina l  l i ne ,  I tem 1 0. 

M R .  U R USKI :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I hope the  mem bers of 
the  O ppos i t ion  w i l l  make u p  t h e i r  m i nd s  where t h ey 
want to d ebate t h i s .  The c o m m ents that were ra ised 
by the  M e m ber for Lakes ide ,  obviously he  wanted 
spec i f ic  i nformat i o n .  I 'm perfect ly w i l l i n g  to prov ide  
a l l  the  spec i f ic  i nformat ion  to the q u est ions that he 's  
ra ised  as l o n g  as I u n derstan d  a n d  the  mem bers 
u nderstan d  that we're g o i n g  i nto the deta i led d iscus
sion u n d e r  t h i s  I te m  w h i c h  wou l d  norma l ly  appear as 
I te m  1 0  in the Est i m ates.  Those spec i f ic  _q uest ions  
that he 's  ra ised , I 'm  perfect l y  w i l l i n g  to answer  them 

and we w i l l  ge t  i nto the  d iscuss ion on  the specif ics of 
the  p l a n .  

T h e  m e m ber 's q u est ions  d i d  n o t  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  
overa l l  a b i l i ty or  i n a b i l i ty or  p l a n n i n g  or  not p l a n n i n g ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n .  The  mem ber raised s o m e  very speci f ic  
q u est ions  wi th  respect to the  deta i led aspects of the  
p ro g ram . I 'm p repared to d iscuss that .  I k n ow the  
m e m ber wou l d  want  that k i nd  of i n format ion  a n d  I 'm  
p repared to g ive h im  that ton i g ht ,  p rov ided I h ave an  
u n dersta n d i n g  that we can f i n i s h  off the  b road d ebate 
u n der  my sa lary and the d iscuss ions deal i n g  w i th  the 
p ro g ra m  as wou l d  n o rmal ly  come u n der  I tem 1 0, w i l l  
b e  bypassed . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of G ov
ern ment  Services. 

MR. USKIW: M r. C h a i rman , I can offer a s u ggest i o n .  
O n  I tem 1 0, i f  i t  i s  the i ntent o f  the Oppos i t ion t o  
debate the  Beef Sta b i l izat ion  or  I ncome P lan  now,  
then  I s u g g est and h opefu l l y  get concu rrence from 
the  m e m bers O p posite that when we get to I te m  1 0  
that we reserve, that for the same k i n d  of d iscuss ion 
but  wi th  respect to commod i t ies not now d i scussed . 
I n  other words we have hogs  i n  the progra m ,  we h ave 
beef in the program.  If they want to ta l k  about  beef 
now, that 's  f i ne .  But they can't tal k about beef when 
t h ey get to I te m  1 0 , they can ta lk  about hogs  t h e n .  
T h e y  can 't h ave i t  both ways . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  O rder p lease. I f  I m i g ht p res u m e  to 
prov ide  some g u idance w i th  my l i m ited experie n ce ,  I 
have found i n  two sets of Est i m ates that the q u est ions  
get  answered e i ther  now or  la ter  and w h i l e  the  Hon
o u rab le  M i n ister of G overn ment  Services i s  q u ite cor
rect that it is the M i n ister's p rerogative to a n swer 
q uest ions  u nder  the appropriate I tem and  I t h i n k  that 
is the  ru le ;  the  trad i t ion ,  short as it may be i n  t h i s  
C o m m ittee, h a s  b e e n  that q u est ions  a r e  genera l ly  
answered when they ' re asked . 

MR.  U R USKI :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I am p l eased if the  hon
o u rab le  mem bers want to d i scuss the  p rogram.  Let's 
m ove to I tem 1 O and let 's deal with al l  the q uest ions  
that they want  to.  O bv ious ly  I 'm  prepared to d o  that. 
Let's m ove to I tem 1 O and the appropr iate area and  
l et 's g et a l l  t he  I tems and  the  q uest ions  on  the  tab le  
and d iscuss th i s  I tem.  I ' m  very amenab le  to that .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder  p lease. 
The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for V i rden  on  a po in t  of 

order.  
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M R .  HARRY G RAHAM (Virden) :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  on a 
po in t  of o rder .  I t h i n k  i t 's on ly  wise to look at the  past 
p ractices of th i s  Cham ber and ever s i nce we have 
started deal i n g  with two com m i ttees, one here and  
o n e  i n  the  other ,  i t ' s  a lmost i m poss i b l e  to p revent  
some rep i t i t ion  because mem bers would l i ke to ta l k  
about a speci f ic  I tem i n  t h e  Est i mates a n d  f i n d  that 
they' re in  the  other  C o m mittee. So when they come 
back in  here they want to ask the i r  q uest ions  and  they 
s h o u l d  have the r ight  to ask the ir  q uestions .  I 'm s u re 
there w i l l  be some d u p l i cat ion  that occ u rs that has 
occu rred for the  last several  years and I don ' t  t h i n k  we 
can stop i t  n ow.  
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We found that it has worked very well in this 
Assembly and I hope it continues to work that way. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, just to pick up 
where the Honourable Minister of Transportation left 
off I must say, Sir, that as long as I've been in this 
House, which is not as long as the Minister of Trans
portation, the decision as to whether there is repeti
tion or not rests with the Chairman and the Commit
tees have generally approached the questions under 
different lines in the Estimates with a fair amount of 
flexibility. In fact, I don't know that the Minister of 
Agriculture or the Minister of Transportation ever par
ticipated in the Estimates of the Department of Health 
m the past four years but I know that the Honourable 
Minister of Northern Affairs and various other 
members of the Committee did. I well recall discuss
rng, for example, community clinics under four differ
ent lines in the Estimates of the Department of Health 
during one Session. 

So, Mr. Chairman, the point cannot be made fairly 
and legitimately that there has not been in the past a 
pretty free-wheeling approach. If the Chairman finds 
after hours and hours, weeks and weeks and months 
ilnd months of deliberation, Sir, that there is an ele
ment of repetition creeping into the exchange, then 
certainly that prerogative rests with the Chair, Sir, to 
make a decision on it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for 
Springfield. 

MR. ANDY ANSTETT (Springfield): Mr. Chairman, in 
the spirit of compromise proposed by the Member for 
Fort Garry, can I suggest that we have roughly 
$320,000 worth of discussion on the Beef Plan under 
this Item and $50,000 worth of discussion under the 
Item in No. 10 so that we don't completely duplicate 
the debate under the two I tems? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: In minutes, how long is that? 
The Member for Lakeside. 

MR. ENNS: I was hoping to get some hard informa
tron to take back to my cattlemen. I'm going to be 
11sked that question. All of our members are going to 
be asked that question and I don't really understand 
this mickey-mousing around by the Minister at this 
particular time. We want to clear the established, how 
the planning process is going to work. The press 
release that the Minister left with us this afternoon at 2 
o"clock indicated that he is calling together the diffe
renct cattle producers associations; that he is estab
lrshing an advisory beef producers group to assist him 
in further development of those plans. We want to get 
to the bottom of how that process is going to work, Mr. 
Chairman, and I think there are some very basic ques
trons that naturally arise from that. You can't intelli
gently discuss a plan with our cattle producers. with 
()LJr constituents unless we have the answers to a few 
very specific questions. 

No. 1, I repeat for the third time and I hope the 
Minister will consider answering it for the third or the 
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fourth time or the second time; for him to confirm that 
(a) there is no assistance being considered for the 
feed lot operator; that in effect he will likely force a 
vertical integration of the feed lot operations with the 
packers which I also understood was a position that 
the New Democrats opposed, a vertical integration of 
any kind. 

Secondly, the specific question was, the thoughts 
that the Minister had, the planning, the guidance that 
he's going to provide and the implementation of this 
scheme with respect to the producers contribution, is 
it going to be 4 percent, is it going to be 8 percent? It's 
going to be taken how? At source. Has he made 
arrangements with the packing houses to take it at 
source at that point or does the individual producer 
have to put it up front when he ships animals for 
slaughter? These are the kinds of questions that we 
have to have - there aren't that many questions, but a 
few of these specific questions that we need some 
straightforward answers to that I can take back to my 
cattle producers. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, obviously the member 
when he says there's a few questions; there will be a 
lot more questions. Knowing the Member for Lake
side that once we begin this route there will be many 
more and I welcome that. - ( I nterjection)- Mr. 
Chairman, obviously the Member for Lakeside, if he 
has read the press release will release that the basic 
features of the plan have been announced. The use of 
the Producer Advisory Committee will be, if one could 
put it, to fine-tune certain aspects of the plan. The 
basic parameters of the plan have been announced 
and they were announced by myself, so the basic plan 
is there. It will be fine-tuning and changes that will be 
discussed. 

His specific question with respect to feedlots and 
assistance for feedlot operators; those people who 
now have a cow-calf operation and also have a feed
lot, of course, would be assisted on the cow herd and 
they would naturally to feed their animals out because 
the assistance is paid or will be paid on the basis of the 
finished animal or the slaughtered beef. There will be 
producers who, of course, all their animals may not go 
on the plan and may not be in a position to finish all 
their animals on their farms and we will, with this 
producer group, look at those areas and some of 
those may have to custom feed their animals at feed
lot operations and then market them, Mr. Chairman, 
so there may be some, but to answer his question 
specifically in terms of any direct cash assistance, 
there will be no direct conditional grant assistance to 
feedlot operators. The conditional grants as I've 
announced will be on the basis of the existing cow 
herd to protect the basic herd in the Province of 
Manitoba. 

He questioned the matter of what the farmers will 
pay, Mr. Chairman. He should know and there have 
been producer groups who have raised the concept of 
variable premiums of coverage and, of course, they 
will require variable premiums because there may not 
be one level of coverage and that's why I 've given a 
possible range. There will be a basic coverage in 
which the producer will put his funds into and the 
government will support with the 2 percent amount 
and then, if there's an optional level, then of course 
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the p rem i u m  wi l l  vary, b u t  the govern ment  i n put  i nto 
the plan w i l l  be at the 2 percent .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
wou l d  care to adv ise j ust  how t h i s  p l a n  was deve
loped .  It 's been fou r  months  in the m a k i n g .  I ' m  i nter
ested i n  k n owi n g  how it was deve loped i n  terms of 
what grou ps were consu lted , what outs ide cons u l 
tants had a hand i n  deve l o p i n g  t h i s .  Perhaps the M i n
i ster cou ld  g ive us some d eta i l s  of that .  

MR. U R USKI :  Mr.  C h a i r m a n ,  over the  last n u m ber of 
months s i nce the e lect ion ,  I h ave attem pted to consu l t  
with as many p rod ucers and  g ro u ps wi th i n  the p ro
v i nce .  I 've m et with some g ro u ps two a n d  t h ree t i mes 
and I 've met wi th  I wou l d  say several h u n d red produ c
ers seek i n g  the i r  v iews o n  var ious opt ions that wou l d  
be cons idered i n  t h i s  p l a n .  F r o m  a l l  t h ese d i scuss ions 
and consu ltat ions ,  th is  p l a n  has evolved and i s  now 
bei n g  annou nced . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le Mem ber for Morr is .  

M R .  CLAYTON MANNESS ( Morris) : Thank you ,  M r. 
C h a i rm a n .  I ' d  l i k e  to ask s o m e  spec i f ic  q uest ions ,  if I 
can . I s  t h i s  program s i m i la r  to the  Saskatchewan 
progra m ?  

M R .  U R USKI :  There are s i m i la r i t i es and  there are n ot 
s i m i lar i t ies ,  M r. C h ai r m a n . T h e  m e m ber  may w ish  to 
be m o re specif ic  when h e  says s i m i l ar .  There's a d i f
ference i n  terms of the l evel of g u a rantees and  the  
l i ke .  

MR. MANNESS: T h e  reason I asked the  q u est i o n  i s  I 
f igu red maybe the  M i n ister  h as some u n d e rstand i n g  
o f  the  Saskatchewan program and  i f  h e  c o u l d  t e l l  u s  
that t h e n  we wou l d  h ave some ben c h mark by w h i c h  to 
com pare. C o u l d  he tel l  us or  has i t  been esta b l i s hed 
the max i m u m  n u m ber of cows per  farm ? 

M R .  U R U S K I :  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  t h at 's  part of t h e  
refi n e ment area that the  p roduce r  g ro u p  w i l l  d iscuss 
over the  next month .  

MR.  MANNESS: I refer to the  release that was  g iven  
to us  i n  the House today ,  the  M i n ister i n d icated that 
"part ic i pati n g  prod u cers w i l l  market a l l  s laug htered 
catt l e  th rough  a Beef Market i n g  C o m m iss ion . "  Can 
he  tell t h i s  House what changes in leg is lat ion  w i l l  be 
necessary and in what Acts to  a l l ow th is to happen? 

M R .  U R USKI :  The re are n o  changes that are req u i red 
in any leg is lat ion  to a l low that to happen ,  Mr. C h a i r
man . There is auth ority now u nder  the N at u ra l  Pro
d u cts Marketi n g  Act.  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  the  M i n ister d i d n 't g i ve 
a very comp lete a n swer when  asked how the  p lan  h ad 
been deve loped,  who he h ad consu lted w i th .  I ' m  
wonder i n g  h o w  often ,  for i n stance, d i d  h e  meet with 
the  M a n itoba Catt l e  Producers Assoc iat ion a n d  d i d  
t h e  former Deputy M i n ister,  M r. B i l l  Janssen,  was he  
consu lted wi th  i n  deve lop ing  th i s  p lan?  

M R .  U R USKI :  M r .  C h a i rm a n ,  absol utely ,  I 've con-

su ited with many peop le  in the i nd u stry. I d id consu l t  
w i th  the M C PA a n d  in  fact we had several meet i ngs .  
I 've consu lted wi th , I 've sa id ,  approx i m ately 700  peo
ple in Man itoba in terms of seek i n g  t h e i r  v iews and  
t h e i r  o p i n ions  o n  t h i s  p lan  and  obv ious ly ,  some of 
these v iews have been used in terms of comments and  
s u ggest ions  made by producers and  peo p l e  i n  the  
i n dustry and outs ide  the i n d ustry to deve lop t h i s  p l a n .  

M R .  RANSOM: M r. C h a i rman ,  I w o n d e r  i f the M i n i ster 
wou l d  te l l  us what produ cer  g ro u p  i s  he  tal k i n g  about 
when he  speaks of work i n g  out  the  d eta i l s  of th is  p l a n .  
H e ' s  made reference to a producer  g ro u p  a n u m ber  o f  
t i mes .  C o u l d  the  M i n ister e laborate on  that a b i t  more ,  
p l ease? 

MR. U R USKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the mem ber wants to 
know w h i c h  groups that I 've met specif ica l ly .  We've 
m et with M C PA ;  we've m et with i ndependent prod uc
ers;  we've met wi th  the  Nat iona l  Farmers U n io n ;  we've 
m et w i th  the Farm B u reau and we've used i n-House 
staff to d o  the  ana lys is  a n d  develop  the prem i u m  l ev
els a n d  other featu res of the  p lan ,  but i f  the H o n o u r
ab le  Membe r  for T u rt le  Mounta in  is offended I d i d n ' t  
m eet wi th  h i m  speci f ica l ly ,  obvious ly h e  can be 
offended ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  I 've met wi th  as many peop le  
a n d  p roducers i n  M a n itoba over  the  l ast n u m be r  of  
months  as I c o u l d .  I n  l i g h t  o f  the fact, M r. Cha i rman ,  
t h at there was a sta b i l izat ion  program in  p l ace wh ich  
was e n d i n g  M arch 3 1 st of 1 982, w h i c h  ended yester
day,  M r. Cha i rman ,  a program that they,  for po l i t ica l  
reasons ,  com p l ete ly  put  the  k i bosh o n ,  l eft producers 
h a n g i n g  out to d ry ,  so to speak ,  and now they're 
sayi n g ,  why i sn 't there assistance for the beef i n d us
try, M r. Cha i rman .  They,  for po l i t ica l  reasons ,  r u i ned a 
sta b i l izat ion  program and ru i ned and  tu rned the  con
f idence of producers i nto any sta b i l izat ion  program 
the  govern ment  to br i n g  in ,  and now they are harp i n g  
t h at t h e re h as n 't been a sta b i l izat i o n  prog ram 
deve loped.  

Mr.  C h a i r m a n ,  M e m bers of the  Oppos i t ion  s h o u l d  
remem ber that the  comments m a d e  d u ri n g  the  e lec
t ion  campai g n ,  and that we said we wou l d  sit down 
and  d i scuss and  develop mean i n gf u l  programs for the  
stab i l i ty of the  beef  i n d ustry; we d i d  not p ropose spe
c i f ics and the  t i m e-frame.  It was you r peop le ,  your  
former  M i n i ster a n d  your  col l eagues who,  for po l i t ica l  
reasons,  k i l led the  stab i l izat ion  p rog ram and t u rned 
the conf idence away of producers in the hope ,  in the 
s h o rt hope,  that market pr ices would r ise and that 
they wou l d  be able to s u rvive.  But ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i t  
t u rned out  aga i n st them that ,  d u r i n g  the  last year of 
t h e i r  ad m i n i strat ion ,  the market pr ices went down and  
producers were c lamor i n g  to t h e i r  own government  
and  they were tu rned back by the i r  own M i n ister say
i n g ,  we d i d n 't have any money,  we aren't  go i n g  to deal  
w i th  you .  That's the  k ind of s u p port your  govern ment 
gave to the beef p roducers of Man itoba. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman ,  I s i m p l y  d raw to you r 
attent ion  the fact that I was ask i n g  a q u est i o n  about 
how the  Beef Producer  Adv isory G ro u p  was going to 
be const i tuted , when the M i n ister l a u nched off i nto a 
t i rade about t h i n g s  that h ave happened i n  the  past. 
Let the record s how that we were st i c k i n g  to the i tems 
u nder  cons iderat ion and ask i n g  specif ic  q uest ions ,  
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the M i n i ster com menced the broader debate. I asked 
the M i n i ster,  not the g roups that he'd m et with ,  h e  
answered that q uest ion ;  he  d i d n't  answer i t  very we l l  
but he answered i t .  I then asked h im how the p rod ucer 
group i s  go ing to be const ituted;  how is  it  go ing to be 
selected ;  who's going to be o n  the Beef Prod ucer  
Advisory Comm ittee that's referred to; that's the q ues
t ion  I asked . If he'd l i sten to me p lac ing the q u est ion 
i nstead of the M e m ber for  St. James there he  m i g ht be 
ab le  to deal  m ore correct l y  with i t .  

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman,  obv ious ly the m e m bers 
don 't l i k e  to hear about how they've ru ined the beef 
i n d ustry in the P rov i n ce of Man itoba over the l ast 
several years. I t  certa in ly  i rks them a l l .  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I ' l l  answer the q u est ion very specif i 
ca l ly. The dec is ion wi l l  be made by myself  a n d  the 
department i n  terms of the composit ion of the advi
sory g ro u p  from producers a l l  a round  the prov i n ce .  

M R .  RANSOM:  I u nderstand then that now we' re 
bei ng  told by the M i n ister that h e  i s  go ing  to be se lect
i n g ,  he is g o i n g  to be h a n d p i c k i n g  the peo p l e  w h o  are 
g o i n g  to adv ise h i m  on the i m plementat ion  of t h e  
deta i l s  of t h i s  p lan .  M r. Cha i rman ,  I suggest then  t h at 
the M i n ister probably is i n  a pos i t ion  to te l l  u s  some of 
the deta i l s  of the  p lan  r ight  now because, if the  M i n is
ter is  s i m p l y  going to h a n d p i c k  people to go o n  t h i s  
com m ittee, i f  he h a d  s a i d  that h e  was prepared t o  h ave 
the Beef Prod u cers Associ at ion appoint two m e m bers 
to the com m ittee, someone e lse appoint  two m e m bers, 
we m i g ht k n ow that there was a poss i b i l ity of g ett i n g  a 
cross sect ion  of producers to g ive an u n bi ased v iew of 
how t h i s  p lan  s h o u l d  be deve loped .  But  if t h e  M i n ister 
is  g o i n g  to h a n d p i c k  the peo p l e  to be on the  advisery 
group ,  then  I expect y o u ' l l  get the k i n d  of p lan  t h at 
he's a l ready p lan n i n g  for at t h i s  po int .  

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I 'm wonder i n g ,  then ,  what the M i n is
ter p lans  to d o  for  t h ose other  sectors of the beef 
prod u c i n g  i n d u stry that don't q ua l i fy here.  There are a 
great many people i n  the  feed l ot bus i ness,  for 
i n stance,  who a lso are faced with h i g h  costs, i nterest 
costs, that h ave la rg e  operat i ng  l oans .  I wonder  w h at 
the  M i n ister p lans  to do for that seg ment ,  or were they 
not i n c l u ded i n  the prom ises t h at were made to beef 
producers d u r i n g  elect ion?  

MR.  URUSKI :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  f i rst of a l l ,  w i th  respect 
to the q uest ions  on the Adv isory C o m m ittee, I p ro
pose that the Advisory Comm ittee w i l l  be com posed 
of producers from al l  reg ions  of  the  p rov i n ce,  s i m i l ar, 
M r. Cha i rman ,  in the way the former M i n ister of Agr i 
cu l tu re com posed h i s  comm ittee when he  dealt  wi th  
the  Hog Sta b i l izat ion Prog ram ;  h e  h a n d p icked h i s  
people from around  the  prov i nce.  S i m i lar ly ,  M r. 
Cha i rman,  the committee that he set u p  d u r i n g  the  
last  week of the e l ect ion cam p a i g n ,  or  the  seco n d  l ast 
week of the e lect ion campai g n ,  to h u rr ied ly  put a 
comm ittee together deal i n g  wi th  the  beef program 
where h e  i n d i cated to one  group ,  d id he  consu l t  w ith 
p rod ucers arou n d  the  prov i n ce? No ,  h e  went to one 
g rou p and he  sa id :  " Look boys, I 'm i n  trou b le ;  you 
better g et you r act together a n d  help m e  out  of a 
jack pot . "  So he went to one g r o u p  and he sa id :  "Here ,  
put a l l  your  peop le  on th i s  com m ittee." 

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I want to assu re the mem bers o ppo-

site that the comm ittee that we w i l l  have w i l l  be as 
wide-ra n g i n g  a rep resentative group of p rod u cers,  I 
wou l d  hope from a l l  reg ions  of the prov i n ce that p ro
d u ce catt le .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  w i th  respect to the other sectors of 
the i n d u stry, obv ious ly ,  the bas is  of o u r  beef i n d ustry 
i n  the Prov i nce of Man itoba is as a resu l t  of the  ma in
tenance  of a v iab le  cow herd because i f  i t  were  not  for  
the cow-calf p rod u cers the beef i n d u stry i n  M a n itoba 
wou l d  not ex ist .  I t  i s  my h o pe ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h at 
when the  i n d u stry w i l l  h ave an adeq uate supp ly  of 
calves,  and that there w i l l  be some that we' l l  have to 
custom feed , those wou ld  be ab le  to be m oved i nto 
feed l ots with i n  the p rov i n ce .  How m u c h  of that w i l l  
s p i l l  over,  o f  cou rse, w i l l  depend o n  t h e  a b i l i ty o f  t h at 
i n d u stry to do the  f i n i s h i n g  on t h e i r  own farms,  but ,  
M r. C h a i rman ,  u n l ess we p rotect the  bas i c  h e rd in  the 
Prov i nce of Man itoba we w i l l  not h ave a beef  i n d ustry 
for any length of t ime .  

1 080 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Morr is .  

MR.  MANNESS: Thank you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman.  I 'm n ot 
g o i n g  to debate th i s  part i cu la r  issue because wi th  t h i s  
ske leton there's n ot e n o u g h  meat o n  i t ,  rea l l y ,  t o  
d ebate anyt h i n g  a t  a l l .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  s o m e  m o re q u est ions o f  fact as t o  the  
who le  p l an n i n g .  M y  u n derstand i n g  i s  that t h e  author
ity t h at wou l d  a l low t h i s  new p lan  to come i nto ex ist
ence ,  because I t h i n k  l ater  o n  in t h i s  s u b m iss ion  you 
do in  fact  say the  Agency M arket P lant  i s  as the  M i n is
ter i n d icates u n d e r  the N atura l  Prod u cts M arket i n g  
Act. As h e  has po inted out  i t  i s  a n a m e d  commod ity.  
I 'm concerned as to ,  and f u rther  more I ass u m e  t h at 
th i s  c o m m iss ion of w h i c h  h e  speaks w i l l  be somet h i n g  
s i m i l a r  to a hog c o m m iss ion .  I ' m  wonder i n g  h o w  h e  
env isages i n  the p lan n i n g  stage - and  I t h i n k  that's 
what we're tal k i n g  about - how h e  env isages part of 
the catt l e  s l a u ghter h e rd t h at comes to m arket g o i n g  
t h ro u g h  the com m iss ion  a n d  the  o t h e r  part n o t ;  a 
system I 've not yet seen certa i n l y  i n  t h e  hog i n d u stry 
or  any other.  Has h e  thought  t h i s  out  that far? 

MR. U R USKI :  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  obv ious ly  I want to 
encou rage producers to u se t h i s  com m iss ion  to 
market all t he i r  s laug htered a n i ma ls  but the o n l y  way 
that we wou l d  be able to h a n d l e  the program of s u p
port payments and the support payments w i l l  be 
made o n  s laug htered a n i ma ls ,  wou l d  be hand led 
thro u g h  the com m i ss i o n  in  terms of be ing  ab le  to 
keep adeq u ate records a n d  the  l i ke ,  so that a l l  the  
catt l e  wou l d  be marketed ; the s laug htered catt le  that 
wou l d  be e n ro l led i n  the  p lant  wou l d  be m arketed at 
the c o m m iss ion .  Certa i n l y  I wou l d n't  want to d isco u r
age other  producers from also putt i n g  the i r  an i ma ls  
and market i n g  them t h ro u g h  the  com m iss ion  i f  they 
so d es i re .  But  w i l l  be an evo l u t ionary p rocess, M r. 
Cha i rman ,  it w i l l  not be done  over n i g ht .  I recog n ize 
that a comm iss ion in terms of ach ievi n g  g reater pr ice 
s u pport for the prod ucers of th is  prov i n ce ,  on a p ro
v inc ia l  basis ,  can n ot do g reat t h i ngs .  But ,  what i t  can 
do is  at l east, Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  i t  w i l l  at l east effective ly  
hand le  th is  stab i l izat i o n  p rog ram i n  t h e  way the  catt le  
are  marketed and attem pt to br ing  about as m uch  
com pet i t ion  i n  the marketp lace for t h e  catt le  that are 
bei n g  m arketed. 
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MR. MANNESS: Thank  you ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 'd l i ke to 
ask the M i n ister when he  env isages the f i rst l ev ies 
bei n g  made,  vo l u ntar i l y  of course, by prod ucers.  I 
g uess what I ' m  ask i n g  i s  once t h i s  market i n g  p l a n ,  the  
agency market i n g  p lan  - and I th ink  he  says in  here  i s  
expected to come i n  effect i n  October - wi l l  a l l  a n i m
a ls  at that t i m e  be e l i g i b l e  for sta b i l izat i o n ;  a l l  s laugh
ter  a n i mals? 

MR.  U R USKI :  Yes, M r .  Cha i rman ,  i t  w i l l  be those 
a n i ma ls  that w i l l  be e n ro l l ed that w i l l  be  e l i g i b le .  I t 's  
not a levy, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i t  wi l l  be a p re m i u m  that the  
prod u cers w i l l  pay o n  t h e  bas is  of the  s l a u g hter a n i m
a ls  that w i l l  be e l i g i b le  for  s u pport .  That w i l l  be pa id  at 
the  t i m e  the  f i rst a n i ma l  is marketed th rough  the  
com m issi o n .  At that t ime the  deduct ion  and  the  s u p
port pr ice w i l l  be made.  

MR.  ENNS:  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 'm l iste n i n g  wi th  i n c reas
i n g  fasc i nat i o n  at the p rog ram as it's evo l v i n g  i tself  
fro m m i n ute to m i n ute because the  M i n i ster g ets up to 
answer certa i n  q u est ions .  Mr. Cha i rman ,  why we are 
so concerned about  tal k i n g  about it at t h i s  part i c u l a r  
t i m e  i s  because a l l  t h i n g s  have to h ave some reason
ab le  s o u n d ness beh i n d  them i f  t h ey're to be i m p l e
mented.  We have some exper ience wi th  p rev ious 
attem pts by honourab le  mem bers opposite i n  g etti n g  
i nto a beef progra m .  Before the  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i ster  
gets  away with leav i n g  o n  the  record t h e  s u g g est ion 
that the p rev ious i n co m e  program was the  Val h a l l a  of  
the  beef  prod ucers,  let m e  rem i n d  h i m  that wel l before 
the October e lect i o n  of '77, f u l l y  a t h i rd of the o r i g i n a l  
part ic i pat i n g  producers had b e e n  a l lowed to g e t  o u t  
from u nder  that program u nder  the  many  loopho les 
that so-ca l led contract contai ned ,  another  t h i rd at the  
prev ious M i n ister o f  Agr icu l tu re's encouragement 
were bei ng encouraged to opt i nto the  Federa l  p ro
g ram to get out of t h e i r  own program t h at they gave 
b i rth  to a few short years before. We were left with that 
t h i rd remai n i n g  i n  a year w here the  p rod u cers h ad to 
pay back to the government  and the former  M i n ister 
stood u p  in th is House and  said sue  t h e m ,  sue  them.  
We were s u pposed to take them to c o u rt a n d  w r i n g  
that money out o f  those catt le  prod u cers.  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  the  catt le  producers have every reason to be 
extremely wary of any new schemes that emanate 
from that s ide with respect to the catt l e  i nd ustry.  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the con cern that we h ave when we 
t a l k  about who i s  the m asterm i n d  beh i n d  t h i s  p ro
g ra m ,  how was th i s  program deve loped,  who d i d  the 
M i n i ster and h i s  staff rea l l y  ta l k  to about the  deve lop
ment  of th i s  progra m ;  that's why we're so concerned 
at th is stage. Because, M r. Cha i rman ,  we were l eft one 
u n ho ly  mess on  our desks short ly  u po n  ass u m i n g  
off ice i n  October o f  ' 7 7  with t h e  g rossest o f  i neq u i t ies 
be i n g  c reated by that ad m i n istrat i o n .  A t h i rd of them 
that had received fu l l  benefits o f  the  p rog ram :  $7 ,OOO, 
$8,000, $9,000, $ 1 0,000; but  u nder that p rog ram shou ld  
h ave been  payi n g  back  i n  the  better p r i c i n g  years, 
managed to escape that ob l igat ion  by the  program 
you had developed by o pt i n g  out  of the contract 
w h i c h  many  l awyers, lega l  peop le ,  t hat I h ave ta lked 
to cou l d n 't stand  any  scrut i ny ,  certa i n ly cou l d n 't  
sta n d  a n y  c o u rt case.  By the  way , none has ever been 
tr ied .  . 

A noth e r  t h i rd - t h e  same ag reps, the  same exten-
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s i o n  off icers that ori g i na l l y  were so ld the  f i rst i ncome 
B eef Stab l izat i o n  Prog ram - were i nstructed by the 
then  NOP M i n ister of Agr icu l tu re to go out  and adv ise 
the same farmers to opt i nto the  Federa l  program.  I f  
they d i d  so, they got out  from u n d e r  a l l  o b l i gat ions of 
t h at p l a n .  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  that i s  t rue .  I ' m  tal k i n g  about  
const i tuents that  I 'm aware of.  I 'm ta l k i n g  about  
extens ion workers that I have reasonab le  conf idence 
in  report i ng  accu rate ly the s i tuat ion as i t  was .  So,  M r. 
C h a i rm a n ,  that p rog ram was a cost ly  progra m .  I have 
no q u est ion ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  that the i ntent ions  of the  
p rogra m  were n 't the  best. As I d o  n ot q uest i o n  for  a 
moment  that the M i n i ster's i ntent ions for th i s  p rogram 
are for the  best .  

But ,  Mr .  C h a i rman ,  i f  the  proper p lan n i n g ,  the  
p roper fou n d at ion  has  been  la id  for  i m pl ementatio n  
of a p l a n ,  i f  i t 's fau lty t o  beg i n  w i th ,  then  I t h i n k  w e  
h ave a respo n s i b i l i ty and w e  w i l l  be exerc i s i n g  that 
respon s i b i l i ty i n  at l east p o i n t i n g  out  the  p i tfa l l s  as we 
see them of a p rog ram that appears to be,  as the  
M e m be r  for  M o rr is  has i n d i cated ,  yes ,  there's a ske
leton of a prog ram there ,  but  i t 's p retty lean on  the  
beef i n  terms of the  f l esh  that s u rrou n d  that ske leto n .  

M R .  U R U S K I :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i t  appears that t h e  
M e m be r  f o r  Lakes i d e  wants to recal l  f r o m  memory i n  
a fau l ty way i n  terms o f  t ry i n g  t o  p u t  h i s  t h i n k i n g  and 
h is  thoug hts and  h i s  i m p ress ions as to the  prev ious 
program and th i s  program.  I t  appears that the M e m ber 
for Lakeside wou l d  l i ke us  here i n  th is  Leg is lat u re to 
be l i eve that the  i n i t ia l  program in  1 975 was the  r u i n a
t i o n  of the  catt le  i n d u stry i n  the  Prov i nce of M a n itoba. 
He shou ld  rem e m ber  - ( I nterject io n ) - obvious ly  he 
said the  p rod ucers were n 't p l eased with h i m ,  Mr.  
C h a i rman ,  when over 6 ,000 producers, 6 ,300 p rod uc
ers e n ro l l ed i n  the  p lan .  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  m e m ber a lso sa id  that a t h i rd of  
t h ose producers got out and  then another  t h i rd got 
out. The on ly  reason the p rod ucers l eft the p rog ram i n  
terms o f  o pt i n g  o u t  from t h e  federal p rog ra m ,  w e  were 
l o b b ied by the producer g roups  of t h i s  p rovi n ce, the 
former  M i n ister was lobb ied  to say,  look  we want to 
opt for the federal  p rog ram and that option was g iven 
to them,  and 1 .472 producers opted out  of that 6, 300 
producers for the federal prog ra m ,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  

B u t  to s a y  t h a t  the  rest g o t  out ,  u p  u n t i l  1 980,  there 
were 3 ,647 producers i n  the  prog ram u n t i l  A p r i l  1 ,  
1 980, Mr .  Cha i rman .  I t  was t h i s  ad m i n istrat ion  that 
was lobby ing to get those p roducers out .  I n  fact, they 
w rote letters e n c o u rag i n g  them to get out  and  i n  fact 
d u ri ng the d ro u g h t  year they sa id  yes, you can h ave 
assistance u nd e r  the D ro u g ht Prog ram for hay and 
feed for  your  catt l e  but  we w i l l  ded u ct i t  f rom what we 
bel i eve that you owe it rather  than exerc i s i n g  the i r  
opt ion to p u rc h ase u n der  the  p rogram as was part of  
the  contract. They d i d n 't exercise t h e i r  opt ion to p u r
c h ase those catt l e  w h i c h  were the terms of t h e  con
tract,  you d i d n 't exerc ise i t .  Then you s h afted the 
prod ucers and sa id  yes, you ' re i n  t ro u b l e  dur ing the 
drought  year  but  s i nce you owe us  m o n ey we're not  
go ing to g i ve you that back because we're go ing to 
cred i t  you what we t h i n k  you owe u s ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

That was  the nonsense that was  p layed wi th  respect 
to the prev ious p l a n .  So the members now want to 
s u g g est that t here is someth i n g  u ntoward i n  the  new 
plan to b r i n g  about at l east an  i n it i a l  s ix years of 
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stability into the beef industry. Now, because they got !r caught last year with their pants down indicating the 

f 
former Minister of Agriculture told producers of Mani
toba in October, yes, you're in trouble but do like I and 
liquidate your herds. That's the kind of speeches and 
comments he was making last fall before the election, 
Mr. Chairman. He said he had his herd in the Balmoral 
area and he indicated yes, the beef industry is facing 
serious times and I've had to liquidate part of my herd. 
That's the kind of advice that was given. 

Now, the members opposite are such experts in 
terms of assisting beef producers in the same manner 
as they assisted the hog producers in this province; 
obviously they will be wanting to get into a lengthy 
debate on this area and we will continue on for a 
number of days. 

Mr. Chairman, I move the Committee rise 
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