
Time:  2 : 30 p .m . 

LEGISLAT IVE ASSEMBLY O F  MANITOBA 
Wednes day , 12 March 19 80 

O PENIN G  PRAYER b y  Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAK ER ,  Hon . Harry E. Graham (Bir tle-Russell ) :  Before we pr oceed , I 
shoul d l ike to draw the honourable memb ers ' a ttention to the gp.ll ery , where we 
have 90 students of Grade 5 s tanding from Her itage Elementary Sch ool , under th e 
d ire c tion of Mr. 31.arrah . This s chool is in the constituency o f  the Honourable 
Min is ter of Economic Development .  

We a ls o  have 4 0  vis itor s from th e New Horizons C lub , from th e consti tuency o f  
Emerson , and w e  have 10 visitors from the YWCA Career Ori entation i n  Pre para tion 
for Employment Grou p ,  under th e direction of Mrs. Pat Ross . 

On b ehalf o f  all the honourable memb ers , we wel come you here this a fternoon . 
Presenting Peti tions • • •  Reading and Re ceiving Petitions • 

PRESENT IN G  RE PORTS B Y  STANDING AND S PE CIAL COMMITTEES 

MR SPEAK ER :  The Hon ourable M:!mber for V irden . 

MR.  MORRIS McGRE GOR:  Mr. Speaker ,  th e Commi ttee of &.tpply has a dopted cer
tain Resolutions , directs me to report th e s a me, and asks leave to s i t  a gp.in .  

I move , se conde d by the Hono urable M:!mb er for Wolseley , tha t the re port o f  the 
committee b e  received . 

MOTION presented and carried . 

M IN IS TERIAL S TATEMENTS AND TABLING O F  REPORTS 

MR.  S PEAK ER: The Honourable Min ist er of Fitness and Amateur Sport . 

HON. ROBERT ( Bob ) BANMAN ( La  V erendrye ) :  Mr .  Speaker , I have a s ta tement 
to make , and I have s ev eral copies h ere for the memb ers oppos i te . 

Mr. Speak er , I woul d l ike to announce today that th e Energy Ass is tance Program 
for publi c re crea tion facili ties in troduced in 197 9  w ill be continued for the year 
19 80 . The program is des i gned to assist th e pub lic recrea tion fa cil ities adver sely 
affected by the p owere d s tandard rate , or more commonl y re ferred to as the demand 
b ill ing . The ass is tance is based on the di fference between the demand b il l ing and 
gen eral s ervice rate for Hydro ' s  bill ing year from November to Octob er . 

A survey o f  s o me  1,100 recrea tion facil i ties in th e province revealed that only 
150 of those w ere on the demand b ill ing s ys tem , and tha t  abou t 51 percent of these 
are a dver sel y  a ffe cted by the demand b il l ing rate . Ass istance w ill be prov ided 
d irectly to the consumers tha t are a dversely affected , and the program will be 
continued in 19 80 , and will be reflected in July and December hydro b ills . 

Mr. Speak er , we feel tha t  this is on e area wh ere th e re crea tion facil i ti es 
wh ich are fa cing increas ing costs will be able to not only maintain their pr esent 
l evels of expendi tures be cause of the five-year Hydro freeze , but this will also 
help them out with an adv er se effe cts that demand b illing did have on th e recrea
tion facility . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Hon ourab le Attor ney-General. 

HJN. G ERA LD W.  J. M ERCIER ( Osb orne ) :  Mr. Speaker , I w ish to table the l Oth 
Annual Re port o f  th e Omb uds nan for 197 9 .  

M R .  S PEAK ER :  Notices o f  M:>tion • 
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INTRODUCTION O F  BILLS 

M R .  ALB ERT DR IEDGER ( Emerson ) i n tr oduced Bill No . 24 , An Act to a mend An 
Act to Incorpora te The Mani tob a Club . 

ORAL QJESTIO NS 

MR. S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Leader o f  the Opposition . 

MR.  HOWAR D PAWLE Y ( Selkirk ) :  Mr. Speaker , a q uestion to the Min is ter of 
Edu ca tion . Can the Min is t er  a dvise when he w ill be mee t in g  wi th the School Trus
tees of Winn ipeg Sch ool Div ision No . 1 ?  

MR. S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Min is ter o f  Edu ca tion . 

MR. KEITH CXJSENS (Giml i ) :  Mr. Speaker , we will be mee tin g  with that par
ticular School Board on Mar ch 2lst . 

MR. PAWLE Y:  Mr. Speaker , in view of th e con cerns expressed by parents and 
teach ers in Winn i pe g  School Divis i on No. 1, and the s pe cial problems con fronte d by 
th at Sch ool Div is ion , infl ux o f  ch ildren from outs ide th e city , from n or ther n  
points and els ewhere , a s  well as immi grant chil dren , can the Min ister a dvise whe
th er or not there w ill be prov is ion within his Bu dget , monies in order to deal 
with the s pe c ial problems of Winn i pe g  School Divis i on No. 1,  or if indeed he will 
be s eek in g approval by way of &tppl e men tary &tppl y for th e prov is ion of a ddi tional 
monies for the Winn i pe g  School Division No. 1. 

MR. CXJSENS : Mr. Speaker , th es e prob lems th at are high lighted by th e Leader 
o f  the Opposi tion h ave e xis ted for some time in Winn i pe g  School Divis ion No . 1, 
and perhaps it is q uite correct to say that it is un iq ue in that r e gard .  We do 
have provis ion wi thin the Bud get , wi thin the Estima tes , to make some addi tional 
fundin g to hel p  allevia te th e prob lems that e xist b ecaus e of this uniq ue s itu
a tion , and I would b e  quite pre pared to expand on that particul ar fundin g  when I 
ge t into my Es tima tes . 

MR. PAWLE Y :  Deal in g  with th e spe cial grant , Mr. Speaker , to the Winnipe g 
School Divis ion , tha t the Min ist er i s  re ferrin g to , the s pe cial grant to the 
s ch ools ' e xisti n g  gran t ,  is the Min ister indi ca tin g th at that e xistin g gr an t  will 
be increased this year , whi ch I b el i eve woul d be the first time s ince 197 7  tha t  
th e grant in fa ct h as  b een increased? 

MR. CXJSENS : A ga in , Mr. Speaker , w ithout goin g into th e details of every
th in g tha t is in my Estimates , and I would be qui te pre pared of course to go into 
i t  in some detail when I do ge t into my Es tima tes , I can assure th e Leader of th e 
Opposi tion that we have increased that parti cular grant . 

M R .  PAWLE Y:  Will th e Min is ter be a dvisin g  the Assemb ly pr ior to a dvisin g  
the School Divis ion o f  any additional assis tance ? 

MR. COSENS : Mr. Speaker , once a gain , when I ge t into my Estimates , then 
ev eryone concerned will be noti fie d o f  that parti cular increase . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Hon ourab le Min ister of Lab our . 

IDN. KEN MacMASTER ( Thompson ) :  Mr. Speak er , two or three da ys a go the Mam
b er for Inkster posed a q uestion in relationship to the electronic heat s ensor s  
kn o wn  as ho t b o x  de te ctor s  whi ch  warn train crews when overheatin g in an a xle or 
b ear in g b ox might pose th e threa t to th e continued o peration of the train . Thes e 
ele c tronic d evices are employe d  by the ra ilway to supplement o ther meas ures such 
as r e gular visual mechanical ch eck s ,  all of which are des i gned to pro tect a gainst 
the poss ib ility o f  dama ge  to the trains . 

His q ues tions was th e l ocation of,  and where and when . CP Ra il has had a con
tinuing program for s everal years o f  installin g  de tectors in areas where incidents 
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of hot axles or bearin gs have prev ious ly caused prob lems . The company is prog
ress ivel y installing thes e supplemental sa fety pre cau tions in areas where in
cidents of such problems have b een less freq uen t .  

The area b e tween Winni pe g  and Brandon re ferred t o  b y  the honourable memb er as 
on e such area wher e th e prob lems have occurred l ess frequentl y .  However , th e com
pany plans to install some de te ctors in that particular area in the year 1980 . 
This will include a t  l eas t  one detector within 3 0 mil es of th e wes ter n ci ty l imits 
of the City of Winni pe g .  When i t  is in opera tion la t er this year , i t  will add to 
th e measures already regular ly taken to assure safe operations of trains ap
pr oach ing Winni pe g  from the west . CP Rail a lread y has 18 of these detec tors in
s talled on its track between Winn ipe g and Thunder Ba y .  

Jus t one o th er poin t that I think the memb er is probably aware of , bu t the 
Ra ilways C ompanies inform us th at there is really n o  need for th ose types of d e 
tectors wi thin the city l imi ts be cause the tra ins have t o  b e  s peede d  up , I guess ,  
i s  the only express ion you can us e ,  in order to create th e friction wh ich occur s ,  
whi ch causes the particular problems . 

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Honourab le Memb er for Ink ster . 

MR. SIDNEY GREEN : Mr. Speak er , I woul d l ike to d irec t  a ques tion to the 
Honour able Minister responsible for Corrections . Has th e Min is ter , b e tw een yes
t erday and today , been able to de t ermine whe ther th ere are any e xis ting pro
cedur es , or any poss ible innovative procedures , whereby a pr esent pr ison er , a mo 
th er o f  four chil dren , a ge d  32 years o f  a ge ,  who was s en tenced to n ine months in 
prison , can b e  given some type of merci ful tr eatment by s ociety . 

MR. S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Min is ter of Community Servi ces . 

OON. GEORGE MINAK ER  (St . James ) :  Mr. Speaker , I am pl eas ed to report to 
the Ho use tha t the Fed eral Parole Board has given th e lad y in ques tion day parole , 
which is s ix days at home with her ch ildren , and one day in jail , and all s even 
days w ill be counted as part o f  h er s en tence , and she will qual i fy for the th ird 
remiss ion as well off of her sentence . 

MR. GREEN : Mr. Speaker , I am very pl eas ed that she is enti tl ed n ow to far 
more than the usual visiting privile ges . 

Can the Min ister tell us when th is procedure w ill b ecome e ffe ctive? 

MR. M INAK ER : Mr. Speak er , it is now in e f fe ct . 

M R .  SPEAK ER :  The Honourab le Memb er for For t Rouge . 

MRS. 
Heal th . In 
da tion , is 
he gp.ve to 

JUN E  WESTBURY : Mr. Speak er , my question is to the Min ist er of 
view of my q uestions over th e past w eek relative to th e Kellogg Foun 

the Min is ter now will in g to share wi th the House the in forma tion that 
th e Winn ipe g Trib une confirming that th is pr oject will be goin g ahead? 

MR. S PEAK ER : The Honourable Min ister of Heal th . 

HON. L. R. (Bu d )  S HERMAN ( Fort Garry ) :  I can 't  confirm that th e pro ject 
will be go in g ah ead ,  Mr. Speak er . In response to questions from the media a t  the 
time th at we were tryin g to brin g the incident to a conclus ion , I reporte d ,  and I 
b el i eve I re ported corre ctly and conscientiously , tha t we had given condi tional 
approv al .  It s till depends on th e compl iance of th e mun ici pa l ities in the Swan 
Riv er Valley , who are concerned and involved in the proposed pro ject• 

MRS .  WESTBURY :  Well , as a suppl ementary q uestion , I would ask if it is not 
true tha t the munici pali ties have been l in ing up to ge t this fundin g ,  and whe ther 
the Min ister would also con firm , as he is q uote d  in th e Tribune as sayin g ,  that 
the pro je ct will no t requ ire any funds from the province . He quali fied th at 
s ta tement las t week in answer to my q uestion . 

MR. S HERMAN : Mr. Speak er , I don ' t  th ink there is any difference in the 
q uo te a ttributed to me in th e Tribune and in th e answer I gave th e H onourable 
Memb er for Fort Rou ge . The fact is tha t the funding for the pro ject is being 
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suppl ied by Kell o gg ,  b ut our concern has always b een , and it is a concern that de
velops out of some l imited ex perience at l eas t in these e xercises , our concern has 
always b een that it woul d be a pro ject of th e kind that would generate cos t and 
ex pen di ture for the province , and I s till can 't  guarantee that tha t  won ' t  be the 
cas e .  We have reas onable assurances that we will not find th at to b e  the cas e .  

M R .  S PEAKER :  The Hono urable M:!mb er for Fort Rou ge wi th a final sup
plemen tary . 

MRS . WESTBURY :  On another ma tter , Mr .  Speaker , to th e Min ister respons ib le 
for · Lotteries , is i t  true tha t  some employees o f  the Mani toba Lott erie s  Com
miss ion , namel y  distributor s ,  h ave b een informed that their jobs are go in g to eli
minated , in for med in formally tha t their j obs are to be elimina ted? 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Hon ourable Minis ter of Fitness and .Ama teur Spor t .  

M R .  BAtl1 AN :  Not to m y  knowled ge , Mr. Speak er . The s i tuation in Manitoba 
is one where the Wes tern Lo ttery-Man itoba '  d is- tr ib utor is ch ar ge d  with the 
res pons ib ility o f  dis tribu tin g  the ti cke ts , that grou p o f  course is made up o f  the 
Arts C ouncil , the United Way , th e Mrn itoba Sports Federation and n CM  total 
community involvement . To my understandin g  ti cke t sales are at the l evel tha t  has 
b een cons istent over th e las t  n umb er of years and I cannot s ee th at , b ut I can 
che ck into it for the memb er and ge t back to h er .  

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Honourab le M:!mb er for Elmwood . 

MR. R USSELL OO ERN :  Mr. Speak er , I would l ike to d irect a ques tion to the 
Min is ter of Edu ca tion , who has freq uen tl y  indicated th at he is not th at concerned 
wi th the cu t of teaching posi tions in rela tion to decl in in g enrollment . I would 
l ike to know th at , given that th e C i ty of Winnipe g School Div is ion is go in g to cut 
40 posi tions be cause of de cl inin g enrollment and 1 10 posi tions because of bud 
ge tary problems and financia l support from th e pr ov ince , does he have any concern 
for th e quality of edu ca tion in the Winn i pe g  School Divis ion , where peopl e  have 
indi ca ted th at th ey feel their ch ildren will b eco me  s tudents in s econd-rate 
s chools , and as one parent put it las t ni ght , there would be overcrowded class
rooms with de llX>ral ized teacher s? 

M R .  COSENS : Mr. Speaker , I believe th e M:!mb er for E l mwood has asked this 
ques tion be fore , but I would merel y rei terate for his b enefit tha t we have been 
assured by th e Winn ipe g Sch ool Divis ion Board that they s ee no threa t  to the qual
ity of pro grammin g o ffere d in the ir d ivis ion . The y  are the pe o pl e  who are res
pons ib le ,  who have b een elected to th ose pos itions , they have accepted that res
pons ib ility , and we have the ir  ass urance at this time tha t tha t quality is no t in 
dan ger . 

MR. OOER N :  Mr .  Speaker , th e Minister apparently is not fully reco gniz in g 
the concern of parents and teach ers in the Winni pe g  School Divis ion . I ask him as 
an educa tor , as a man who has spent his adult l ife as a profess ional educator , 
whe th er he would choose , whe ther he sees a choice be tween l ar ger classes o f  s tu 
dents or reduced programs , v is-a-vis the q ual ity o f  educa tion . Can he advise us 
and a dvise the public o f  his re commenda tion in tha t re gard ? 

MR. COSENS : Mr .  Speaker , ther e ' s  a certain sense of this b ein g a hypo
the ti ca l  ques tion , but on the same token , le t me say to the M:!mb er for Elmwood 
th at you have to take a look at th e type of classes th at he is referrin g to in 
this cas e .  If we 're talkin g abou t spe cial educa tion class es , well then cer ta inly 
th ere is a n ecess ity for keepin g that teacher ratio very low s o  th at they have 
ti me to deal wi th ea ch s tu dent in an ind ivi dual sense . If he 's talkin g abou t aca
demic clas s es at th e secondary l evel , then again th e proper teacher-student ratio 
there would perhaps be a di fferent number . 

As he knows , w ithin educational circl es , there has b een an on go in g debate for 
years as to wha t  is the pro per teacher-pupil ratio , and th ere are all s orts o f  re
s earch studies th at would support th is particular fi gur e ,  research studies that 
support another . 
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I merely say to him th at I don ' t  think you can look at th is in a gl obal sense ,  
you h ave t o  l ook a t  speci fi c  situations . I f  we 're talkin g about classes tha t  re 
q uir e a great deal of indiv idual attention , then quite naturally we want to s ee 
tha t tha t teacher-pupil ratio is kept low .  If we 're talkin g abou t the s o -called 
n ormal academic class , th en th e tea ch er-pupil ratio is someth in g th at is open to 
argument and debate as to wha t is the i deal numb er . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Honourable Memb er for Elmwood with a final s uppl ementary. 

MR. DOERN : Mr. Speak er , given tha t  the Winni pe g  School Divis ion has asked 
for a l oaf o f  brea d  and th e Min ister has offered a s ton e ,  I would ask him whether 
there is any poin t in the mee tin g  wi th the Winni pe g  School Divis ion and the Cabi
n et on M9.rch 2 ls t ?  Are they s imply go in g to be told that there ' s  no more mon ey , 
or is th ere so methin g in the Estimates tha t  we are unaware of , so methin g o ther 
th an what has b een indicated to the s chool div isions already? 

M R .  COSENS : Again , Mr. Speak er , I think I 've answered tha t ques tion on a 
n umber of o ccas ions . As far as what parti cular concerns may be brought forward by 
the Winni pe g  School Divis ion board , w e  w ill certainly hear thos e a t  the time of 
our mee tin g  on M9.r ch 2 ls t .  If he w ishes to talk about th e Winnipe g School Div i
s ion bein g  o ffered a s tone , I would sugges t to him , the y have been offered the 
same amount o f  fundin g  a t  th e s a me  particular level as held for a n umber of 
years .  Plus , I have a lr eady told the Leader of the Opposition that wi thin o ur Es
timates th is year th ere is a spe cial gran t th at goes to Winnipe g Sch ool Divis ion 
No . 1 ,  and tha t has grant has b een enhanced . 

MR.  SPEAK ER :  The Honourab le Memb er for Ros s mer e .  

M R .  VI C S C HROEDER : Thank you ,  Mr. Speak er .  A question to the Min ist er of 
Educa tion . If it is a fa ct th at the provincial gover n ment is prov idin g s uffi cient 
funding for education , coul d the Min is ter ex plain why , a t  a time of de cl in in g en
rol ments , th e Winn ipe g Tea ch er s Ass ociation is sta tin g that class s iz es in Win
nipe g w il l  be increasin g by 12 percent next year , wh il e homeown ers are bein g  
for ce d  to pa y  an additional amoun t o f  pr operty taxes , b oth general and s pe cial 
l evies ? 

MR. COSENS : Mr. Speaker , I can tell th e Memb er for Rossmer e that I don ' t  
think there was ever a time when I was a memb er o f  the teaching pro fess ion tha t  we 
fel t  that govern ment fundin g was sufficien t , and I would hear ken b ack to the eight 
years in whi ch the gentlemen opposite w ere the gov ernment in power .  So to use the 
word "suffi cien t "  in th is cas e is really not a ppl icab le. I am s ure that peopl e 
tha t are funded by the gov ernmen t n ev er feel tha t the y  receive wha t is suffi ci en t  
in that r e gard . fu t  th e gover n men t  has to fund a t  a level that they feel i s  prac
ticable and poss ibl e  at the parti cular ti me the y are in pow er .  

MR. SCHROEDER : Thank you , Mr .  Speaker . I s  i t  then th e position o f  the 
Min is t er tha t an increase in class s izes of more than 12 percent is no t so methin g  
with which th e gover n ment shoul d b e  concerned , is not s ome th in g  wh ich will affe ct 
the q uality o f  educa tion , and the fact tha t this increase in class s ize a t  a time 
o f  increas e in property taxes has no relationship whats oever with what the Min
is t er  is doin g and the fundin g tha t the Min is ter is providin g to th e s chool board ? 

MR. COSENS : Mr. Speaker , a gain , w e ' r e  dealin g  with a few "i fs "  her e ,  and I 
think the Memb er for Rossmere is throwin g  out , i f  this is the case , and i f  tha t is 
the cas e .  I su ggest to him th at he has to look at what th e teacher-pupil ratio 
happens to be in a parti cular s chool d ivis ion , compare it wi th what teacher-pupil 
ratios are a cross th e pr ovince , and s ee if in fact , he feels that an increase in 
that parti cular ra tio is harm ful or not .  Perhaps he would find in this case tha t  
i t  was th e lowes t teach er-pupil ratio in th e province , and had b een for some time . 

So ra th er than his gr eat concern in this instance for one particul ar school di 
vision , he mi ght well be l ookin g a t  some other s  th at have had ,  for many year s ,  a 
mu ch  hi gh er pupil-teacher ratio . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Hon ourab le Memb er for Rossmere with a final suppl e mentary . 

- 7 7 1  -



We dnesda y ,  12 March 1980 

MR. S C HROED ER : Thank you ,  Mr. Speak er . I would ask the Min ister whe ther 
he w oul d  agree th at in the Winnipeg School Div is ion No . 1 ,  there are special prob
lems wi th res pe ct to s tudents tha t are not faced by o ther s chool d ivisions in th is 
province , prob lems dealing w ith native ch ildren ,  prob lems dealing with ch ildren in 
mi gra ting families , inn er-c ore problems , jus t  all kinds of problems tha t  are no t 
faced by o ther school divisions , and therefore , I would ask the Minister whether 
he would not a gree that Winnipeg One shoul d have a lower pupil-tea cher ratio than 
other divisions ? 

MR.  SPE AK ER :  Order s of the Day .  The Honourable Minis ter of Educa tion . 

M R .  COSENS : Mr. Speaker , I think I addressed that parti cul ar question when 
I was replying to th e Leader of the Opposition at the b eginning o f  th e Question 
Period . C ertainly we reco gnize tha t th ere are specific problems there and we have 
a spe cial grant th at goes to Winnipeg Sch ool Div ision No . 1 th at in some way helps 
them deal wi th those un ique problems tha t the y have . 

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Honourable Me mb er for St . Vital . 

MR. D. JAMES WALDING : Mr. Speak er , my question is to the Honourable Min is
ter of Edu ca tion . Further to his statement this after noon that Cabinet is mee ting 
wi th the s chool board from Winni peg , aft er the date , and I b el i eve i t ' s  March 15 th 
that school b oards are required to submit their budge t ,  is th is an indication then 
from the government to the Winni peg School Division No . 1 ,  tha t there will be no 
a ddi tional funds due to th em? 

MR.  SPEAK ER :  Order s of the Day . The Honourable Minister o f  Educa tion . 

M R .  COSENS : Wel l ,  Mr. Speak er , it c erta inl y has n ever been the practice of 
the gover n men t  to de part from i ts funding schedule th at a ppl ies to all school 
d ivis ions of this province , and I canno t see , in this parti cular instance , that we 
woul d be de parting from th at particular practi s e .  Aga in , I have mentioned that 
there are spe c ial funds wi thin my Estimate that I 'l l  be discussing tha t apply to 
Winnipe g  No . 1 ,  and I ' d  be q uite pr epared to go into th em at th at time . 

MR.  S PEAKER : The Honourable Member for St . Vi tal . 

MR. WALD IN G :  A s uppl ementary q uestion , Mr. Speaker . I had asked the 
Min ister on two or three previous occas ions whe ther he could give me the dollar 
value of the Foundation Program for Winnipeg No . 1 .  I wonder if he can now con
firm tha t i t  is $33. 4 mill ion and no t the l es s  than $30 mill ion tha t  the Winni peg 
Sch ool Div ision No . 1 had b een using as a b asis for doing away with some 1 10 
teaching positions .  

M R .  COSENS : Mr. Speaker , as I ' ve s aid before , I would b e  q uite pr epared to 
go into those particular figures as the y apply to Winn i peg School Division No . 1 ,  
or any o f  the other sch ool divisions in th e province , a t  s uch time as I ' m  in my 
Estima tes . 

MR.  SPEAK ER :  
supplementary . 

The Honourable Me mb er for St . Vital with a final 

MR. WALDING:  Mr. Speaker , I th ank the Min ister for not answering my q ues
tion a third time . I would l ike to ask him , then , i f  he can confirm the number of 
teaching positions th at Winn ipeg No . 1 is planning to abol ish , and can th e Minis
t er give thi s  House an assurance that there wil l  be no de cl ine in the qualit y of 
e du ca tion in Winn ipeg Sch ools ? 

M R .  COSENS : Mr. Speaker , as far as the numb er of teacher s empl oyed by any 
particular s chool d ivis ion , tha t  falls under the j urisdiction of tha t s chool 
division.  I mus t inform th e Member for St . Vital th at school divis ions do not 
re port to me instantly the de cis ion tha t they may take on the ir s taffing a t  any 
parti cular time . That particular numb er , or that particular information , is some
thing that ' s  relayed to my de partment at such time as the fina l re ports are filled 
out at th e end of June in each school divis ion . I will not know the exact number 
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of tea cher s employed by School Divis ion No . 1 until the schools open in Septem
b er .  Tha t is the respons ibility of the s chool d ivision. 

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Honourable Member for St . Johns . 

MR.  SAUL CHERNIA CK : Thank you , Mr. Speak er , I ' d  l ike to ask a fur ther 
q uestion of the Min ister of Educa tion to l earn whether he has ascer tained whether 
or not the alle ga tion of a reduction of 1 10 posi tions in the Winni pe g  School Divi 
s ion accountable for their financial distress is , in fact , a deterioration of the 
quality of educa tion in Winnipe g  School Division No . 1 ?  

MR. SPEAK ER :  Order , pl eas e .  The Honourable Gover nment House Leader on a 
po in t  o f  order . 

MR. MERCIER : A poin t  o f  order , Mr. Speaker . The q ues tion is obviously 
re pe ti t ive , as have been a numb er o f  ques tions i:ut forward by memb ers opposite to 
date , and I su gges t it be ruled out of order . 

MR.  SPEAK ER : I thank the Honou r,able Government House Lead er for the 
a dvice .  However , I ' ll l eave i t  up to th e memb ers to determine the type o f  q ues 
tions they wish to ask . The Honourable Member for St . Johns .  

MR. CHER NIA CK: Thank you , Mr .  Speaker . Since the Honourab le House Leader 
interrupted my ques tion , I want to give the Min is ter an opportunity to respond to 
the fir st q uestion I ' ve ever heard asked o f  h im as to whether or not he has looked 
into the allegation tha t a reduction of 1 10 teaching posi tions - or positions 
rather - pos itions in the Winn ipe g  School Division whi ch  are allege dly go in g to 
dama ge , det eriorate the quality o f  education in Winni pe g  School Division No . 1 .  

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Hon ourab le Minis ter of Edu ca tion . 

M R .  COSENS: Mr. Speak er , I would answ er to the Memb er for St . Johns that 
the Winnipe g Sch ool Board h as s ta ted on a numb er of o ccasions that they have 
de cided tha t they w ill take that particular s taff move to reduce the number o f  
tea cher s  by , I bel ieve th e memb er mentions 110 , and a t  th e s ame time they h ave 
assured the people who elect those same s chool trustees that it will not, in any 
way , h arm th e q ual ity of e duca tion in that school division . 

M R .  CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker , a supplementary then. In view o f  the fact 
th at th e Min ister has never denied that he is responsible for the qual ity of e du 
ca tion in the Province o f  Mani toba , is he sayin g tha t  the s chool d ivis ion o f  Win
n i pe g  No . 1 has made th at decision o f  a reduction of 1 10 on i ts own respons i 
bility , and no t be cause i t  suffers from lack o f  funds wi th whi ch t o  finance the ir 
bud ge t ?  Woul d they have done th is even though th ey did not have th e pressure o f  
insufficient funds t o  support the s chool s ystem? 

MR. COSENS : Once again , Mr .  Speaker , s chool divis ions have s ome responsi 
b ility , in fact the complete res pons ib ility , for the bud ge tin g  of the moneys that 
th ey receive from th e provincial gover n ment and the moneys th at they rece ive 
through the ir s pe c ial l evy . If a s chool d ivis ion decides , in i ts wisdom and i ts 
judgment , th at th ey will take certain ste ps to reduce th e amoun t o f  l ocal l evy , a t  
the same time takin g thos e ste ps wi thou t in any way endangerin g the quality o f  
e duca tion within their div ision , th at is well within their jurisdiction . 

M R .  CHERNIA CK : Mr. Speaker , now tha t  the Minis ter of Edu cation has made it 
c l ear th at he has no intention of increas in g the funds availab le to th e Winnipe g 
School Divis ion to mainta in the qual ity o f  s ervice , is he pre pared to admi t that 
th e school divis ion has no l ikel ihood o f  obtainin g any further fundin g from th e 
Province of Mani toba , whe ther or no t they mee t wi th him on the 2lst day of March 
of this year? 

MR. COSENS : Mr. Speaker , the answer is no.  

MR.  S PEAKER :  The Honourable Member for Inkster .  
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MR. GREEN : Mr. Speaker , I woul d l ike to direct a q uestion to the Minis ter 
of Educa tion , foll owin g up the b iblical theme tha t was se t by my friend , the 
Me mb er for Elmwood . Given th e fact that th e s ch ool div ision is b ein g asked to 
make bricks ou t o f  s traw , w il l  the Minister , or has the Minister anal yzed , or will 
he anal yz e as to whether the public s ch ools with in the s ch ool divis ion are go in g 
to be able to maintain the same l evel as are bein g obta ine d by publi cly -funded 
private schools within th e s a me  div ision ? 

MR.  S PEAK ER : Orders o f  the Iay . The Honourable Member for Inkster .  

MR. GREEN : Well , Mr. Speaker , i t  would a ppear that the Minister does not 
care whe ther the private s chools and the public s chools show a d is parity , or a t  
l eas t won ' t  ans wer th e q uestion . May I ask th e Min is ter whether h e  will adopt the 
appr oach o f  the Min is t er of Heal th , and the First Min ist er and the Attorney 
Gen eral with regard to b lock fundi n g? Will th e Min ister permit the C i ty of Winni 
pe g  School Divis ion to use the funds tha t are now obtained by the d ivis ion for all 
s chools , to b e  appl ied as they s ee fi t without reference to whether the s ch ools 
are publi c or pr iva te ? Will he give home rule and blo ck fundin g to the Winn i pe g  
School Div is ion? 

M R .  SPE AK ER :  The Honourable Minister of Edu ca tion . 

M R .  COSENS : Well ,  Mr. Speaker , the fundin g  tha t ac crues to Winni pe g  School 
Divis ion as to th e other school divisions in th is province a mounts to s ome thin g 
be tween $1 , 10 0  per s tudent , i f  we look at i t  in per-student t erms . The fundin g 
th at th e Me mb er for I nkster refers to that a ccrues to pr ivate schools that exist 
wi thin tha t d ivis ion that can comply wi th the requ irements necess ary be fore they 
can receive any gover n ment fundin g ,  th at particular fundin g per student a mounts to 
so methin g in the area o f  $390 per s tudent . 

MR. SPE AK ER :  The Honourable Member for I nkster with a final suppl e men tar y .  

M R .  GREEN : Mr. Speak er , I wonder i f  the Minister would answer the que s 
tion , whether h e  w ill n ow  permit the Winnipe g School Di vision t o  u s e  the funds 
tha t they obtained from the provincial government on a blo ck fund b as is ,  and tha t 
they will b e  able to use those funds for the public s chools with in our prov ince , 
be cause the Winni pe g  School Divis ion has shown e x treme s olici tude for the priva te 
schools and has b een ignorin g th e public • 

MR.  S PEAK ER: Order please . I find the question re pe ti t ive . 
The Honourable Me mb er for St . Bon ifa ce . 

MR. LAURENT L. DESJAR DINS : Mr. Speaker , n ow that th e Minister of Educa tion 
is being educated , I wonder i f  we could s tart wi th the Min ister of Hea l th . 

I ' d  l ike to have th e Min ister tell us the criteria for th e eight percent that 
w ill be given to the hospi tal for the o pera tin g bud get when the cost o f  l ivin g is 
n ine percent , or even higher , and espe cially when some o f  the i tems , s uch as x-ray 
films and suppl ies , the experience has been tha t the y  have been over 20 percent . 
How does he feel th at they will maintain th e h ospi tals with th at kind of a b ud ge t? 

MR. S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Min ister of Heal th .  

M R .  SHERMAN : Mr .  Speaker , there w ill b e ,  n o  doub t , s ome consu lta tions 
be tween the Heal th Servi ces Commiss ion and some hospi tal boards wi th respect to 
their parti cular challen ges , as has b een th e case in th e pa s t .  The b ud ge tary 
increase tha t we would l ike to s trive for , and wish everyone to aim for , is e i gh t  
percent ,  b ut l ike las t  year , we s ti pulated a n  avera ge a cross-the-board median 
increase , some facilities rece ived more , some re ce ived l ess , based on the areas o f  
respons ib ility and the pa tient l oad and th e r e ferral ea te gory , and various other 
considera tons l ike that , into whi ch they fit .  

MR. DESJAR DINS : Mr. Speaker , does th e Minister of Health feel that th is is 
real is ti c? Isn ' t  i t  the c ase tha t last year mos t hospi tals ha d a de fici t and 
th e y ' l l  have one again th is year? And then th e Minister says las t  year th at i t  
wo ul d  b e  e xactly the same thing , e i ght percen t a cross the board and some l es s ,  I 
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ask th e Min ister how many d id not u s e  th eir full eight percent t o  fight a n ine 
percent in na tion last year? IX>es the Min ist er have these th ings ?  

MR. SHERMAN : Mr. Speaker , in fact , most hospitals did n ot have a deficit 
last year . The numb er o f  hospitals tha t showe d a de ficit last year was very 
s mall , and in many indiv idual instances , there w ere ,  as I say , d iscuss ions between 
the hospital boards concerned and the commiss ion that produced s olutions to some 
o f  th eir budgeting prob lems , in some cases it was on the b as is of a dv ice , and 
additional principles tha t w ere appl ied , in some cases it was a matter of u pward 
rev is ion of their budge tary a llotments . And the s ame th ing w ill take place th is 
year . 

MR. DESJAR DINS : Mr. Speaker , the Min is ter still has not answered my q ues 
t ion . How can eight percent be enough to cover a nine percent , a t  l eas t a n ine 
percent cost o f  l iv ing , plus all th e s uppl ies and many o f  th e other th ings that 
are go ing 20 percent , plus any wages . The wages , most o f  them are on two year 
contracts , b ut what about that? It ' s  not real istic . IX>es th e Min is ter feel that 
the hospitals are go ing to make an e ffort when th is is some thing that canno t be 
done? 

MR. SHERMAN : Mr. Speaker , the e xper ience of th e l as t  two years has been 
tha t hospitals gen erally , heal th fac il ities gen erally throughou t  the province have 
s treaml ined and improved th eir per formances in terms of cost e fficiency and in 
t erms o f  the necessary support o f  quality patient care and s ervices . Th ere are 
very , very few hos pitals or memb er s of the MHO who have n ot indica ted to me in one 
form or ano ther over the last two years tha t they feel tha t the e xerc ise tha t we 
embarked on co-operatively b etween gover nment and the heal th facil ities , was pro 
duc t ive and pos it ive , and has crea ted a more e fficien t o peration . 

Now , we 're not go ing to permit q ual ity o f  patient care to suffer , we have n ot 
up to this point and we won ' t  in the future . If it requ ires ind ividual negoti
ation and a tten tion , it w ill receive indiv idual n e gotiation and a ttention , b ut 
there has to be a target to shoot for , Mr. Speak er . --( In terjection ) - - Wel l , it 
is a real is tic targe t .  My h onourab le friend says it isn ' t  real istic , he has no 
proof o f  that , Mr. Speak er . Th ere can be ins tances wh ere some facilities requ ire 
more , o ther s  de mons trab ly wil l  require l ess , and it w ill even out , we hope , to 
approxima tely eight percent . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Honourable Member for Portage la Prair ie .  

M R .  LLOYD G .  HYDE : Yes , Mr. Speak er ,  I have a ques t ion to th e  Min ist er 
res pons ib le for environmen t .  Could the Min ister assure th is House a t  th is time 
whe th er or no t there is any danger to the residents o f  the area due to the recent 
CNR derailment in and around McGregor , and the resul ting ch emical l eakage th at is 
re ported ? 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Honourable Min is ter of Consumer and Corporate Affair s .  

K>N. WARNER H .  JORGENSO N  ( Morris ) :  Yes , Mr. Speaker , I rece ive d a re port 
ear ly th is after noon th at the l eak had b een discovered in one of the valves of one 
of the tank s .  Tha t has now been sealed and it is anticipa ted tha t the track w ill 
b e  cleared s ome time ear ly th is after noon . It w ill require about four or five 
days be fore the cars conta in ing th e v inyl chl oride w ill be remove d and shipped 
back or forward , whichever direct ion IX>w Chemical would w ish them to be sen t  for 
trans fer into new cars . 

Bu t  in response to th e s pecific q ues tion of my h onourable friend , the danger is 
now min imal , s ince th ere is no more see page o f  the chemical .  

The Dow Chemical peopl e have mon itors on s ite , three of them downwind from th e 
scene o f  the accident , and one u pwind , and are con t inuously monitor ing to ens ure 
th at n o  further leakages take place . 

MR.  S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Memb er for Ch urchil l . 

MR.  JA Y OOWAN: Thank you , Mr .  Speaker . Fur th er to the q ues tion from th e 
Me mb er for Portage , can the Min ist er indicate e xactly how mu ch l eakage occurred 

- 7 75 -



Wednesday , 12 March 198 0  

during th e entire e pisode , in other words , what s ort o f  q uantities have esca pe d  
into the env ironment ? 

MR. JORGENSON: At th is moment ,  th at has not b een determined and w il l  n ot 
be det ermined un til the car is se t u pright and can be accurately measured . My 
under standing is th at once the car is set up r igh t , th ey can measure accurately 
the amount of the see page .  It is no t anticipated tha t it 's a great dea l .  Fu rth er 
to th at , Mr .  Speaker , it is the intention of the railway o fficials to remove th e 
snow which conta ins the contamina t ion and s pread i t  over a fairly sub s tantial area 
so it can be dis s ipa ted into th e a tmosphere as s oon as th ey are h it by the s un ' s  
ra ys -. 

MR. COWAN·: I ' m  concer ned , Mr. Speaker , as to th e l as t  s ta tement .  Has the 
Min is t er che cke d with o ther au th orities in re gard to env ironmental waste manage 
ment and trans port o f  hazardous ch emicals as to the a dvisab il ity o f  tak ing a known 
carcinogen and a known pollu tant and s preading it ou t so tha t it may diss ipate 
into th e env ironment at large . Has he checked w ith oth er officials and o ther 
experts on this area to ens ure tha t there is no inh erent danger in sub jecting o u r  
environment t o  th is sort o f  abuse? 

MR.  JORGENSON : In response to my h onourab le friend ' s  q ues tion , Mr. 
Speak er , o fficials of the env ironmen tal branch have assured me tha t th is is the 
proper procedure to b e  taken and they have done s o  w ith th e concurrence o f  our 
env ironmental peo ple . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The H onourab le Me mb er for Church ill w ith a final 
supplementary . 

MR. COWAN : Thank you , Mr .  Speaker . The Min is ter indica ted in a pr ess 
re port , I b el ieve , tha t there would be a pro cedure ava ilable to the public to b e  
able to make r e pres enta tion in reg;ard t o  th is env ironmental inciden t .  I would ask 
him if he could be more spe cific as to when and where su ch an inqu iry woul d b e  
hel d ,  and i f  th e full results of not only that inquiry , b ut a l s o  th e mon itor ing 
tha t is go ing on by Dow Chemical and the env ironmen tal branch and o ther int erested 
parties w ill be made availab le to participants who w ish to a ppear before th at pub
lic inqu iry in re gard to mak ing sugges tions as to how to avoid incidents o f  th is 
manner in th e future ?  

MR.  JORGENSON: Mr .  Speaker , I have n ot a s  yet reached the s tage where I 
have de t ermined tha t a public inqu iry w il l  be held . What I have done is asked my 
officials to contact the var ious peopl e th at were on th e s ite , the Einergency 
Meas ures Organ iza t ion , the F ire Commiss ion er ' s  Office , municipal o ffic ials , etc . , 
and they are go ing to be asked to give me a report on their impr ess ions . When 
tha t re port is rece ived and the ir re commenda t ion s have been considered , then we 
w ill cons ider further jus t what s te ps w ill b e  taken . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order pleas e .  The time for Ques tion P er io d  hav ing expired , we 
w ill pr oceed w ith the Order s of the Day . 

ORDERS OF T HE DAY 

MR. S PEAK ER :  The Honourable Government House Leader .  

MR. MERCIER : Mr. Speaker , I move , s econded b y  th e Min is ter o f  Health th at 
Mr. Speak er do now leave the Cha ir and the Hous e resolve itsel f into a Committee 
to cons ider of the Suppl y to be Granted to Her Ma jes ty . 

MOT IO N  presented and carried and the Hous e res olved itsel f  into a Committee 
o f  Suppl y ,  w ith th e Honourab le Memb er for Virden in th e Chair for the Department 
of Attorney-Gen eral and the Honourable Member for Robl in in th e Cha ir for the 
Department o f  Labour and M:i.n power . 

- 7 7 6  -



We dnesda y ,  12 March 19 80 

CONCURRENT C OMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

MR. CHA IRMAN, Mr. Morris McGre gor ( Virden ) :  I call th e Commit tee to order . 
We are now on Re s olution 18 , 4 . (a ) --pass . 

The M:!mb er for Wolseley . 

MR. R . G. (Bob ) WILS ON : Mr. Chairman , I wanted to rais e a matter of 
privilege . On page 52 7 in the debate wi th the M:!mb er for Well ington we were talk
ing abou t  providing the Committee with a l ist of the n umber of w iretaps in a 
particular given year , namely 1979! The matter of pr ivilege is tha t th e news
paper s in talking to the M:!mb er , either that or th e s ound sys tem is not too good 
in h ere , said , " Yes t erday 's debate was ki cke d o f f  by Bob Wils on , MLA for Wolseley , 
who alleged tel ephones in th e Conser vative caucus room were tapped during recent 
RCMP inves ti ga tions . "  

Mr . Chairman , a t  no particular time did I ever say that and I cannot s ee any
where in the particular Hans ard , and I can only assume tha t tha t in formation was 
pr inted by a Miss Boyens based on conver sations with th e Member for We l l ington ; 
ei ther tha t or it is a matter o f  the sound s ys tem in this parti cular room does not 
carry right so th at th ey get th e s tory correct . 

I think tha t the M:!mb er for Wellington has used my parti cular case on a number 
o f  o ccasions , and each time he men tioned it the paper always says "Wilson has b een 
ch arged wi th Conspiracy to Import and Traffi ck in Narcoti cs " ,  and every article in 
the pa per men tions tha t .  I th ink th at the Me mb er for We llington is mentioning my 
particular case just so tha t the y w ill continue for the four th , fif th day , si xth 
day or whatever , h ow many days it has been going on , th at I have to read that . 
Why can ' t  the n ews media just print what I say and forge t abou t all the nonsense 
abou t  what may or may not happen in the futur e .  I am talking about the Estimates 
tha t are be fore us , and every time I say some thing they always have to add tha t 
l ittle information for the public , and I am sure th e pub lic is q uite well aware o f  
it . 

Th ank you . 

MR. CHAIRMAN : 4 .  (a ) --pass ; 4. (b ) --pass . We are surprising everybody this 
morn ing . 

A MEMB ER :  Kee p  going , keep going . Page by page .  

MR.  CHA IRMAN : Resolved tha t th ere b e  granted t o  Her Jltl.jest y a sum not 
e xceeding $2 , 7 4 9 , 80 0  for Attorney-General , Land Ti tles Office--pass . 

Res olution 19 , 5 (a )  - the M:!mb er for Wolseley . 

MR. WILSON:  Mr. Chairman , I don ' t  know i f  this is under the Section , b ut 
due to the sophistica ted copying equi pmen t tha t is ava ilable today and the fact 
th at copies have gone from approximately 2 5t a copy down to three or four cents , I 
wondered i f  the Min ist er mi gh t  review the absolute wind fall and bonanza to court 
reporter s who are able to charge for a transcript o f  a tr ial many fees in excess 
of 10 � a page .  I wonder i f  the Minis t er mi ght enl i ghten us as to what • •  • 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I wonder if I could draw to th e attention of th e Member for 
Wolseley , court re porters are 5 .  (d ) and we are on 5 .  (a ) ( 1) .  If he would look down 
the page I th ink it would fall more in lin e .  

MR. WILS ON :  All ri ght , that 's fine . 

MR. CHAIRMAN : 5 . (a ) (l ) --pass ; 5 . (a ) ( 2 ) --pass ; 5 . (b ) (l )  - the Honourable 
M:!mb er for Wols eley . 

MR. WILSON: I wondered i f  the Minis ter might care to comment on the 
accel era tion o f  ch arges tha t occur when a de fence is file d in Queen ' s  Bench and 
when a de fence is filed in C ountry Court and &irroga te Cour t .  I wonder ed i f  he 
mi ght comment on last year 's pri ces and this year ' s  pri ces . 

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Honourable Minis ter . 
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M R .  MER CIER : There i s  no change in fees , Mr .  Chairman . 

M R .  WILS ON :  Would the Minister care to elaborate as to what years the fees 
did go u p ,  or have th ey gone up? 

MR.  MER CIER : Mr. Chairman , th ey went u p  a pproximately • • •  Wh ich fees , 
Mr. Cha irman , is the member concerned abou t ?  

M R .  WILSON: Well , I believe the cos t o f  filing in th e Queen ' s  Bench has 
gone up to 330 , and I am not s ure , but I bel i eve the cost of filing a defence has 
gone u p .  

MR . MERCIER : Yes , Mr .  Chairman , I believe those went up during 19 7 8 .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN : 5 .  (b ) ( 1) - -pas s .  The Member for Burrows . 

MR.  BEN HANUSCHAK ( Burrows ) :  Mr. Chairman , we are dea l ing with a number of 
courts , one o f  whi ch is the Cou rt of Queen ' s  Bench , and I b el i eve tha t  i t  is a 
ju dge of th e Court o f  Queen ' s  Bench which deals with applications for wire tapping 
ord ers . Once again ,  Mr. Cha irman , I want to re-emphas ize my concern abou t the 
fact that all of th e parties who may b e  affe cted by tel eph one wire interception 
n ever receive notice , n ever be come aware of the fact tha t their tel e phone conver
sations may have b e en mon itored . In fa ct • •  

MR. SPEAK ER :  The Honourable Minister .  

MR. MERCIER : Point o f  order , Mr. Chairman . The Member for Burrows started 
off by indicating he wanted to reit era te .  The point o f  order I want t o  raise is 
th at th is is indeed repe ti tion and th erefore should b e  ruled out of order . 

M R .  HANUSCHAK : Rei tera tion only to the e xtent , Mr. Cha irman , that I am 
making reference to an item which was debated under another appropr iation , which I 
feel is quite proper to be debated under this appropriation be cause i t  involves 
the cour ts , n a mel y ,  the C ourt of Queen ' s  Be nch . 

Now we w ere told , Mr. Cha irman , tha t the subject of investigation is no ti fied . 
Bu t ,  Mr. Chairman , I would l ike to point out to you that , in mak ing appl ication 
for the order , the affidavit mus t show the names and addresses , i f  known , of all 
persons , th e interception of whose pr ivate communica tions there are reasonable and 
probable grounds to b el i eve may ass is t the investi ga tion of the offence . So in 
o th er words , Mr. Chairman , from the way the l egis lation reads , and i t ' s  q uite 
obvious , tha t an order can be obtained to intercept conversations of ind ividuals 
unknown . And I can understand that happen ing . The pol ice may have reas on to 
b elieve tha t a crime o f  some kind is ei ther be ing commi tte d  or about to be com 
mitted by per sons unknown , and one way that they hope to track down th e individual 
or ind ividuals who maybe involved in the commiss ion of the offence is by inter
cepting teleph one conver sations . So th erefore , even the sub ject of investiga tion 
may n ever rece ive notice , because a t  the preliminary s tages , a t  wha t ever point 
and t i me  th e police may apply for an order to wireta p ,  they may say that the 
ind ividual is unkn own , and because he is unknown to them , th ere fore when it comes 
to mee ting th e n otice requir e men t ,  to whom do you send a notice i f  the per s on  is 
unknown ? 

And ,  Mr .  Speaker , dealing further with the responsib il ity o f  the judge in 
a cting u pon the affadavi t wi th respect to an applica tion for an order of th is 
kind , it says , " If a per son is not known , a general descr iption of the place a t  
whi ch pr iva te communica tions are pro posed to be intercepted ; or i f  a gen eral 
descri ption of that place cannot be given , a gen eral description of the matter of 
interce ption pro posed to be used . "  

So for that reason , I am concerned about our legislation , the federal l egis
la tion giving the power , the ri ght , to grant orders of this kind , be cause surely 
if th e affa davit can be in as vague and broad and general terms as this , then 
there is no question tha t the effect of tha t  order may affect many many inno cen t 
peopl e unk nowingl y .  I feel th at the l egis lation the way i t 's wri tten is bad ,  and 
I b el i eve tha t  there are many who share this view wi th me . I b el i eve tha t  if the 
Minister wou l d  ch eck on - I'm not sure about the reaction of th e law-maker s ,  the 
attorney -gen erals , the judges , the police in Canada , -to this type o f  legislation , 
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but from what I have found on the debate and d is cuss ion of th is issue sou th o f  the 
4 9th parallel , there is concern about the effect of w ire tapping l egis lation , and 
the a dverse effect tha t it nay have , the harm and inj ury that it may do to count 
l ess numbers of innocent indiv iduals , and those indiv iduals may not even have any 
knowlege of the fact tha t  the ir tel e phone conversa t ions are be ing monitored , and 
ma y  not even be aware of the fact that th is type of th ing is go ing on . 

So once aga in , when we are speak ing abou t the role of the judges , I want to 
impress upon you , Mr. Chairman , th at I cons ider th is legislation an in fr ingement 
u pon the pr ivacy o f  the ind ividual , and a piece o f  legislat ion that certa inly is 
in need o f  close scrutiny , and an amendment or repeal , rather than just a blind 
perpe tua t ion o f  it . 

MR. CHAIRMAN : 5 .  The Member for Wel l ington . 

MR. BRIAN CORRIN ( Wel l ington ) :  Yes , Mr. Cha irman , I want to br ing a matter 
b efore th e committee th at I th ink is of s ome relevance . It ' s  one that was dis 
cussed and s tudied by the Juven il e Justice Committe . They made a re commenda tion 
wh ich interes tingl y -and th is perhaps is the purpose for discuss ing it here , 
through you , with the Attorney-General - int erest ingly was countermanded by the 
Manitoba Court o f  Queen ' s  Bench .  So ,  we have a s ituation where the Juvenil e  
Justice Commit tee has ma d e  a re commendat ion , and th e Court of Queen ' s  Bench has 
said well , th at ' s  not go ing to be the law in the courts of th is prov ince , a t  l eas t 
inso far as it appl ies to the sen ior court , The Manitoba Court of Queen ' s  Bench . 

Mr. Chairman , th is respects the q ues tion of public hear ings of cases into 
j uven ile offenders . When I appeared be fore th e Juven il e Justice Committee , I 
rememb er quite distinctly that Prov incial Judge Gyl es , Chie f  Judge Gyl es , was of 
the v iew tha t  The Juven il e  Offenders Act , the fed eral Juvenil e  Offenders Act , for
b ade any publ ica tion of proceedings in the Juven il e  Courts . He was of the opin ion 
tha t there was no allowance in the legisla tion that could allow tha t s ort o f  
pub l ic involvement in such court cases . 

Subsequen tly ,  there was a landmark case in the Man itoba Court of Queen 's Bench 
where tha t  o p in ion was superceded and override d by Mr. Justice Ben jamin Hewak . 
Mr. Jus tice Hewak did , in fact , rule that Juvenil e  Court tr ials are open to news 
media .  He ruled favourably in tha t re gard . He said that so far as no thing would 
be done to identify th e accused in court by the media , he was satis fied that it 
was in the public interest to do s o .  What I want to ask , Mr. Cha irman , the 
Honourable Min ister , is what pos ition he takes v is-a-vis the s tand taken by the 
Chief Provinc ia l  Judge o f  the province , and the o ther eminent jud c ial au thority , 
Mr . Justice Hewak in the Court of Queen ' s  Be nch , which s ide does he fall on? Does 
he agree with Judge Gyles or Jus tice Hewak? 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Min ister . 

MR. MERCIER: Wel l ,  Mr. Cha irman , the memb er is re ferring to a dec is ion in 
th e Court o f  Queen ' s  Bench as opposed to a recommendation from the committee . 
Obviously , the de c is ions of the courts are the ones tha t have to be followed . If 
he would l ike to continue on th is subject , there is some further information I am 
trying to . 

MR. CORRIN : A s uppl ementary . I would just say , and as I said to th e 
Juven il e Justice Committee , I guess in the beginn ing of 197 9 ,  that the d is closure 
of events in the Juven il e  Courts , a matter of judicial record , wh ich is not now a 
public re c ord , would g ive the public an opportunity to see that justice was be ing 
done in the courts . There is , in my o pin ion , a great deal of ill will that has 
b een created in the community as a resul t o f  the se crecy provis ions in the Provin
cial Juven il e  Judges C ourts . It s eems to me th at there is a great deal of 
mis informa tion tha t has b een disseminated about the quality o f  jus tice in those 
courts . I know a lot o f  peopl e speak of those courts being too l en ient on 
del inquent o ffender s .  There are even some people who th ink the courts are too 
har sh with juven il e  o ffenders.  There are s ome lawyers who compl ain that the s ame 
s tandards o f  jus tice are no t accorded j uven il es as adults in the same l evel o f  the 
court sys tem .  They talk about ev idential rules being d iscarded and cer ta in essen
t ial c iv il l ib erties not being accorded the juvenil es appear ing there . 

Mr. Chairman , in v iew of the fact that th ere are all these complaints , I th ink 
tha t it only s erves the s ys tem to allow the public , throu gh the media ,  to view th e 
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proceedings . Jus tice Hewak said when he allowed the journal is ts into the 
cour troom chamb er , he a dvised them tha t they would , o f  course , pursuant to his 
au th ority not b e  allowed to pr int th e names of the juveniles or their parents , b ut 
tha t  they could disclose to the media the even ts , they could talk about what the 
juvenile did or was alleged to have done ,  and th e sen tence . So th at at l eas t ,  for 
instance a juvenile is charged wi th a s erious crime su ch as arme d robb ery , the 
public could be assured that the judge had made an adequate disposition and a fa ir 
disposi tion o f  the case a ft er the trial . To me that made a lot o f  sense . It 
s eems to me that for years we have b een operating b ehind a b lind fold w ith respect 
to j uvenile matters , and as a resul t there is complete dis t ortion o f  reality in 
terms of th e pub lic ' s  perception of what is actually happening in those cour ts . 

I th ink o f  courts , su ch as the Juvenil e Courts , to be meaning ful to the commu 
nities th ey s erve throughout Man itoba They have to be open to th ose communities 
in a sense tha t  the communi ties can see tha t the kids tha t are being dealt wi th 
are b eing deal t  with appropr ia tely , in a manner that is cons istent with the 
inherent s ense o f  j us ti ce o f  the people who l ive in the area . You know , I th ink 
there has go t to be s ome ch ecks and balances . I don ' t  think it is adequate to say 
as has b een , I think , suggested by the Juven il e Jus ti ce Commi ttee , that the 
interes ts of ch ildren a re b etter served by the courts in total secrecy . Ther e a re 
a lo t o f  lawyers who feel tha t  the kid 's interests would be better s erved i f  i t  
were known what sort o f  dispos tion were made o f  th eir cases . So th at i t  what I am 
ask ing . 

The Min is ter , Mr. Chairman , through you , h as suggested that when there is a 
judic ial decis ion , that tha t  shoul d be given pre cedence to the opin ion o f  the 
commi ttee . Well I am not disagreeing with that , b ut I am not sure that Justice 
Hewak is in a pos i tion to b ind the Provincial Judges Courts.  He has jus t said 
th at The Official Offenders Act does not precl ude h im from e xercising th e uni 
lat eral option o f  allowing visitors be fore the co urt , and s o  wha t  in e f fect h e  has 
suggested is jus t that the old argument about the Act a ffecting a prohibition 
against su ch disclos ure does no t hold wa ter . So I am asking the Min ister , in view 
of th a t ,  whether or not he agrees with th e Juvenile Justice Committee or the Court 
of Queen ' s  Bench? Woul d he ins truc t  th e Provincial Judges Courts to open the ir 
proceedings on the same b as is as the Court o f  Queen ' s  Bench? 

MR. CHA IRMAN : The Me mb er for Wolseley . 

MR.  WILSON: We ll , my concern with the court sys tem is that we have what we 
call the Province of Manitob a .  We have a very fine court system , and I wonder a t  
what point i n  time has th is court sys tem subverted o r  bypass ed i n  favour of a 
pocket full o f  federal Crown lawyers and federal au thority . Under The Bri tish 
Nor th America Act , does that mean to say at any point in time th e fe deral system 
can move in and tamper wi th justice under th e Province of Manitob a ' s  system? 

If I ma y elaborate , I wondered if the Minister could e xplain what a pre ferred 
indi ctment is . It seems to me that if th ere was a particular court s ystem in the 
province , and i f  this federal pock et o f  lawyers can accompl ish th is rare species , 
namely , the pre ferred indictment , I wondered a t  what point in time ei ther the 
Mi nis ter or somebody can say , " Hands off , this is the Province o f  Manitoba , "  the 
same as Pet er Lougheed does wi th the oil , and the same as Bri tish Columbia does 
with th eir fisheries and lumber . What I am saying is , unde r what circumstances 
does the federal government by pass the au th ority of the Province of Mani toba ? 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Member for Bur rows . 

MR . HANUSCHAK : Yes ,  Mr. Cha irman . As was indicated in the Throne Speech 
that th is gover nment is commi tted to open government disclosur e ,  and as the 
Min is t e r, I am sure well recalls from the 197 7-7 8 Estimates , wi th whi ch he l ive d 
for six month s and a week , from October 2 4th ,  1977 , w ithin which th ere was a 
breakdown , there was a se parate l ine for ea ch court the Court of Appea l ,  Court 
of Queen 's Bench , County Courts and Surrogate Court as opposed to lumping the 
four into the on e l ine that we have under the present Estimates . 

Could the Minister give us a breakdown of Salaries and Other Expenditures for 
ea ch o f  the four courts wi thin this appropriation? 
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MR. MER CIER : Mr. Chairman , th e previous , s ince the Bu dge t  o f  19 77-78 , 
whi ch he re fers to , we amalgamated the s taff o f  the Court of Queen ' s  Bench and the 
County Cour t and Surrogate Court into one sta ff to provide for more e fficiency in 
the use o f  the resources ava ilable to the courts , so we don 1 t have a breakdown . 
There is not a separate staff for Queen ' s  Bench or a separate sta ff for County 
Court or Surrogate Court . We comb ined them in the year 197 8-79 , so we don ' t  have 
the separate figures available . 

MR.  CHA IRMAN : The Member for Well ington . 
The Honourable Min is ter - I cut you o ff .  

MR.  MERCIER: Mr. Cha irman , that 's fine . I thought the Member for Burrows 
might continue . 

Mr .  Chairman , w ith respe ct to th e Memb er for Well ington , the particular section 
of The Juven ile Delinquents Act says that the trials of chil dren shall take pla ce 
withou t publici ty , and s eparately and apart from th e tr ials of o ther accused per
son s .  That does not mean that the judge canno t allow o ther people or ou tsiders to 
attend the trial . In fact , you will probably have read of th e experiment being 
conducted in Brandon wi th respect to j uvenile j ur ors , in whi eh j uvenile jur ors are 
b eing allowed to a ttend the trials , and th at ' s  an experiment that is being carried 
ou t on whi ch  a re port w ill be submi t ted wi thin a few months . 

Mr. Chairman , I th ink we more importantl y ,  w ith respect to the whole area of 
juven ile o ffender s ,  I would hope that the new government would be proceeding wi th 
The Young Offender s Act which was before the previous Liberal Government for some 
time . The Cons erva tive Government indicated a t  a meeting o f  attorneys-gen eral in 
October of 197 9 ,  a t  which time they distr ibuted proposals with respect to that 
legisla tion , and asked for commen ts , tha t  they intended to proceed wi th tha t  
l egislation this year . We have been reviewing th e proposals contained i n  the 
Act . I sent the proposals to the criminal law subsection of the Manitoba Bar for 
their comments , and e xpect to receive their comments in the very n ear future , but 
I think i t  would b e  an impr ovement in the whole s ystem i f  legisla tion along the 
lines , in general , o f  The Young Offenders Act were brought forward by the federal 
government . 

MR. CHA IRMAN : The Memb er for Well ington . 

M R .  CORRIN : Yes , I don ' t  disagree , Mr. Cha irman , when the Minis ter says 
th at it wou l d  be o f  grea t improvement and re form to have th e th ird reading and 
pro clama tion of The Young Offenders Act . 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Min ister . The Memb er for Well ington . 

MR.  COR R IN : Tha t matter ,  Mr. Cha irman , as the Minis ter apprecia tes and has 
indi cated , has b een b efore parliament s eemingly forever . I can ' t  rememb er when 
i ts pro gress firs t be gan , but it seems to me tha t  i t ' s  been bogged and mired in 
various commi ttees and cul-de-sacs of par liament for some many year s ,  certainly 
during the whole d ura tion of my pol i tical career s ince 197 4 .  

Mr .  Chairman , th e problem I brought t o  th e Min ister ' s  attention , though , can b e  
redressed wi thou t wai ting for the final enactment , proclama tion , o f  that par
ti cular piece of federal legislation . The Court o f  Queen 's Bench has taken steps 
to open the courts to the reporters , subject to a ban on the publica tion o f  the 
a ccused juvenil es ' n ames . What we've asked the Min is ter is to issue a s imilar 
d ire ctive to th e Juvenile Courts under his provincial j urisdiction whi ch , by the 
way , Mr. Chairman , as I ' m  sure you ' l l  appreciate , handle by far the l ion ' s  share -
pardon the pun - o f  all su ch cases be fore Mani toba 's courts .  

Mr .  Chairman , i t  seems to me that th ere i s  good reason - and they were ex
pressed by Mr. Justice Hewak on behal f o f  his court - to o pen those doors , as I 
said earlier , to allow public ass essment and evaluation of wha t ' s  taking place in 
our Juvenile Courts.  In the absence of tha t s ort of ongo ing evalua tion , I would 
sugges t th at th e respe ct for our courts , the confidence in our courts , will b e  
continued or w ill continue t o  be eroded , and will continue t o  det eriora te , as I ' m  
sure th e Hon ourab le Minister i s  aware , Mr .  Chairman , a s  are many memb ers seated 
around the table .  

On e of the more contraver sial elements of the Juvenile Justice Inquiry was th e 
ques tion o f  even-handed justice in the Juvenile Court system . Many o f  the 
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deponents b efore th e commi ttee indicated that th ey h a d  obser ved a rather unusual , 
unpre cedented and somewha t uneven jus tice being disseminated as be tween various 
ju dges in th e court . They said that th ere were irregular ities as b etween the 
ty pes o f  disposi tions tha t  w ere , made as be tween the memb ers of the court , and i t  
was on th is b as is that they suggested th at there should b e  pub lic scrutin y .  

You know , Mr. Cha irman , because w e  have tha t s or t  of public s crutiny in the 
a dul t courts , th e public is made aware o f  such d istortions , s o  that when a Tuxedo 
businessman s teals DREE gr an ts and is sub ject only to a wrap on the wr ist - I 
think , in that cas e ,  there was a $3, 000 ch ar i table contribution ordered - the 
Min ist er is impowered an d  enabled to make an appeal on the b as is of public 
pr otesta tion . 

We are als o " aware , as the Member for Inkster has brought to our attention , 
because through the media , tha t  a lady who misappropriated wel fare funds in order 
to ass ist the recreational resources of her particular community was sentenced in 
a ra ther seemingly inordina tely harsh mann er , and we now find tha t  au thori ties 
h ave b een able to e ffect some amel ioration of her situation . 

So ,  Mr. Cha irman , I would sugges t respect fully to the Min is ter tha t  th ere are 
very good reasons why the matters b efore th e Juvenile Court should be made access
ible to the public through the media .  I don ' t  think i t 's ever a question of 
allow ing th e names of the juveniles to b e  published , it's  rath er a q ues tion· of  
allowing peo ple to know what ' s  happening and whe ther or no t there ' s  cons istency 
and seemingly a ppropriate justice management in that particular area of th e court 
sys tem . It ' s  hi ghly unusual . I c an tell you , Mr. Cha irman , tha t  it ' s  the only 
court I know o f  wher e th e judges will not allow th e repor ters through the door . 
They s tand on their ri ght to reject visitors to the cour troom , and they will 
s imply ask all repor ters to l eav e .  So ,  I don 't  even know i f  th e l ocal n ewspapers 
bo th er to send re por t ers down to the Juven il e Cour ts any more . I think over the 
years th ey've had too many abrasive brushes with members of th e judiciary 

But I think tha t a firm d irective on the par t of the Attorney-General would I 
th ink , I would hope , would ameliorate the s ituation and e ffect th e n ecessary 
re form . And tha t  is what I ' m  asking the Min is ter to commen t on , whe ther he 'll 
issue th at directiv e .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN : The Me mb er for Wolseley.  

MR.  WILS ON :  Mr .  Cha irman , under the court system , s ince there was no res
pons e forthcoming , I th ink it is time in light of the - I've already b een in front 
o f  the firing squad as far as the media goes , and I would think that it ' s  about 
time , l ike Die fenb aker would say , I took off th e white gloves . And I th ink that 
under the court sys tem , we have a sys tem where we have a fine group of judges h ere 
th at are very intell igen t ,  that have a univer sity o f  l i fe degr ee , and I fail to 
see how a group of Crown lawyers can go into a si tuation in front o f  the courts , 
commi t per jury , and not be charge d ,  and not b e  inves ti ga te d  and convince a gr oup 
way off in Ottawa to si@l a pre ferred indictment , whi ch t akes away the ri gh ts and 
privil eges th at all Man itoba people have in appearing b efore a cour t  sys tem .  

I t  seems t o  me that this fan tasy created by the Crown lawyers was so unb el i ev 
able th at Judge Den is et n o t  only fr eed th is member but removed a b an  on travel 
whi ch was also obtained by tenuous and fals e s ta temen ts by the Crown lawyer . I 
had asked a q uestion 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Member for St . Bon iface on a po in t  of order . 

MR. D ES JARD INS: Ch a po in t  o f  order , isn • t  that case be fore that courts 
n ow ?  We c an ' t  use th is commi ttee to s tart discuss ing this . If the member feels 
tha t he wasn ' t  trea ted - he ' s  talking about his own case and the judge in wi th a 
gu y ,  I th ink th at ' s  wron g ,  Mr. Chairman . We 're not her e  to make a judgment on 
this . 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I th ink the Member for St . Bon iface does have a po in t .  
The Member for Wolseley . Pl ease conduct yourself accordingly . 

MR.  WILSON: All r ight . I had asked the q uestion , i f  the Minis ter would 
explain wha t  a pre ferred indictment was , be cause wha t we have wha t we call the 
court sys tem in front o f  us , where w e ' r e  s pending $1 . 9  mill ion , and i f  we have a 
sys tern in place , why would the taxpayers of Mani toba w ant to go through wha t  a 
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preferred indi ctment caus es , n ame l y  a tr ial by jury at a cos t to the taxpayers of 
approximately $300 , 000 . 00? 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The M:lmb er for Winn ipeg Centr e .  

M R .  J .  R .  ( fud )  BOY CE : Thank you , Mr. Cha irman . Throu gh you , to the 
Attorney-Gener al , I would ask if the prov ince o f  M:tnitoba has made recommendations 
to the federal gov ernmen t vis-a-vis the young people in con flict wi th the law and 
th e recommendations as far as the amendments that have b een suggeste d  over th e 
pas t numb er o f  year s .  Has the pr ovince made a proposal or sta te d  a posi tion 
r elative to th os e changes? 

MR.  CHA IRMAN : The Honourable Min is t er .  

MR. MERCIER : Mr. Chairman , I indi ca ted to th e M:lmber for Well ington that I 
forwarded the pa ckage o f  material from the Solici tor General of Canada to the Cri
minal Law &lbsection of th e M:tnitoba Bar for their comments , which I anticipa te 
rece iving in the rela t ively near future . The matter is also being re ferred to the 
De partment o f  Commun ity Services for their comments , and my own department are 
waiting to ge t all of th e re commenda tions and concerns back from the affe cted 
de partments b efore we formulate any recommenda tions to be made to the federal 
government . 

MR. BOYCE : My question is prompted by your suggestion th at i t  was 
forwarded to the legal pro fess ion per s e .  Following through on some of the ques
tions by the M:lmb er for Well ington , I thought the care and treatment of juveniles 
o th er than that part o f  it whi ch deals wi th law en forcement , there seems to b e  
creeping in mo r e  and more th e inference th at w e ' r e  deal ing with criminals , a n d  as 
far as I 'm concerned , the public policy in Mani toba , as it is in Canada , is tha t 
the only time we're deal ing with juvenil es who may be criminals is if they 're 
tried be fore a court o f  com pe ten ts and tha t  ind ividual is raised to the adul t 
cour t .  

On e  o f  the danger s ,  as I under stand i t ,  and many o ther peopl e understand i t ,  
and insist , tha t we 're not dealing wi th criminals , and some o f  the questions whi ch 
came from th e M:lmber for Well ington and th e responses by the At tor ney-General , in 
my view , imply tha t  th ere is a shi ft in public policy taking place , because when 
w e ' r e  talking abou t  deal ing with juven il es , th e only time that the pub lic so far 
wants the legal profess ion to be involved in the a dv ersary system as we know i t  
b e fore th e a du l t  cour ts , i s  i f  they are actually adjudge d b y  a court to b e  a 
criminal in the a dult court . 

There exists , prior to 1977 , which was th e s tart o f  a di fferen t  a pproach to 
juven iles through the family courts , and a lbeit th ere w ere some problems wi th the 
treatment panel conce pt ,  there is gr ea t  pressure by s ome member s  of th e l egpl pro
fess ion , some of them have expressed lack o f  con fidence in under trained social 
worker s ,  I th ink th e term was used . I would ask the Attorney-Gener al if he coul d 
share wi th memb ers of the Legislature the o pinions of the governmen t vis-a-vis the 
changes in th e young peopl e in con fl ict with th e law .  No t  just the De partment o f  
Community Servi ces and the legal profess ion , but o ther memb ers o f  the public who 
have s ome interests in th is fiel d .  

MR. MER CIER : Mr .  Chairman , I d i dn ' t  mean to indi ca te in any way that 
juven ile offenders w ere to be trea ted in the same way as criminals.  I th ink i t  
jus t  so happens that the lawyers in th e main , who would b elong t o  th e criminal law 
subse ction o f  the Mani toba Bar would be the same lawyers involved in juvenile 
court matter s ,  and criminal court matter s ,  and it seemed to me to b e  the a ppro
pria te section of the Mani toba Bar Associa tion tha t mi ght be most concerned wi th 
th e proposals for th e changes in law . 

The De partment of Community Services , I would e xpect , would involve Chil dren ' s  
Aid Society , perha ps , or o ther reporting agencies , to the ir de partment in the ir 
review of th e l egislation . As I ' ve indi ca ted , we are awaiting th es e responses , 
firstly an indi ca tion from the fed eral gov ernmen t tha t the y  s till consider this , 
as th e former gover nment did , a matter of s ome pr ior ity that they wish to proceed 
wi th ,  and in fact s till wish to hear from us as to our comments on the draft 
l egislation that was pu t toge ther , a t  l eas t forwarded to us from the prev ious 
Cons erva tive government . 
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MR . BOY CE : I agree with the Attorney-General ,  this has been a matter of 
priority for 16 years that I have been involved , and I just was wondering , and 
commenting on the section of The Juvenile Delinqiency Act , is it the intention of 
the present government to make a recommendation that the ban on publicity be 
lifted? 

MR . MERCIER : Are you referring to the publication of names? 

MR. BOY CE :  That section of the Act which prohibits publication of proceed
ings , is the government re commending that that not be included in the new young 
people in conflict with the law Act ?  

MR . MERCIER : A s  I recolle ct , Mr .  Chairman , I don ' t  think the federal 
government have proposed any change in that particular aspec t in the new 
legisla tion , b ut I will check that matter out and advise the member . In fact , I 
am prepared to give him the whole package of material that we received from the 
federal government last fall in order that he might review it all and let me know 
what concerns he might have wi th respec to it al l .  

Unfortunatel y ,  I apologize ,  I don ' t  have that material with me . 

MR . BOYCE : Mr . Chairman , I already have a stack about four feet high of 
th is kind o f  information.  What I am more interested in and am press ing the 
Attorney-General for , is the position of the government of the Province of Mani
toba vis-a-vis those recommendations which have been kicking around for the last 
four or five years in more or less final draft or suggested draft form . Has the 
government of Manitoba taken a position vis-a-vis those? 

MR . MERCIER : Not yet , no.  

MR . CHAIRMA N :  5 . ( b ) ( l )  - the Member for Wellington . 

MR.  CORRIN : Be fore we move on to any other points , I was wondering whe ther 
the Minister wanted to take this opportunity to answer my question . Is he going 
to make any direction to the court respecting the policy now in place in the Court 
of Queen ' s  Bench? Is he going to make a recommendation that the Court of Queen ' s  
Bench officially stated policy b e  adopted , put into effect in the Provincial 
Judges Juvenile Courts , or is that matter going to be under review? 

MR . MERCIER : Mr . Chairman,  the legislation as it stands is discretionary 
in the hands of the judges . I would be concerned about issuing a directive to 
judge s .  I would be prepared to discuss the matter with them at the next oppor
tunity of mee ting with the Provincial Judges Association . 

MR . CORRIN : Actually are we on 5 . (a ) ?  We have been discussing Provincial 
Courts , are we on 5 . (b ) , excuse me , or 5 • • •  

MR . CHAIRMAN : 
5 .  ( b ) ( l ) . 

5 . ( b ) ( l ) . We passed 5 . (a ) ( l )  and 5 . (a ) ( 2 ) . 

MR.  CORRIN : I have nothing further on that Item. 

We are on 

MR . CHAJ;RMAN : 5. ( b )  ( 1 ) --pas s ;  5. ( b )  ( 2 ) --pa s s ;  5. (c) ( 1 )  - the Member for 
Wellington . 

MR . CORRIN : Thank you , Mr . Chairman . Mr . Chairman , at this juncture I 
want to discus s ,  and I think that it behooves this committee to discuss some of 
the decisions that have been made by the Provincial Judges Court this past year , 
particularly some of their most notable and well publicized efforts respecting one 
Mr . Burton Cummings , rock star , and another gentleman who builds houses with DREE 
monies. There seems to have been , Mr . Chairman,  in both case s ,  a predilection and 
preference on the part of the court in dealing with - and I ' ll use this so you can 
take this as an expression in quotation mark s ,  "a c ertain type of offender" 
namely , a Tuxedo businessman and a Los Angeles , or should I call him a Hollywood 
rock star , to be inclined not towards fines to the general revenues of this 
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provinc e ,  not towards jai l ,  but towards special relie f by way of cha.ritable 
donations of the accused ' s  own choice. 

Mr . Chairman , through you to the Honourable Minister , I would indicate that I 
take very s trong exception to that particular practice on the part of his provin
cial judges , and I say so on an unreserved bas is . I simply feel that it is • • •  

MR . CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Minister . 

MR . MERCIER : Mr .  Chairman , • 

MR . CORRIN : Is this a point of order , or what ' s  the • • •  

MR . MERCIER : On a point of order pleas e ,  if I might . I think the member 
is aware that the Cumming case that he refers to was prosecuted by the federal 
Attorney-General ' s  Department . 

MR . CORRIN : Who cares? We pay their salaries . 

MR . MERCIER : that that is clear . With respect to --( Inter-
jection ) - - Wel l ,  he says , "Who cares? We pay their salaries?" The matter was 
prosecuted by the federal government under the jurisdiction of the federal 
Attorney-General .  He had an opportunity to appeal i f  he wished ; he didn ' t .  We 
have no control or jurisdiction with respect to that matter . 

With respect to the second matter he raise s ,  the DREE grants , that matter has 
b een appealed by my de partment and has not yet been heard in the Court of Appeal . 

MR . CORRIN : Mr .  Chairman , I think that the Honourable Minister in raising 
his point of order is missing the point . 

First of all , I would remind him that the salaries of provincial judges are 
indeed a matter under his responsibility • • •  

MR . MERCIER : Well , do you cut the salaries?.  I don ' t  think the sentences 
are • 

MR . CORRIN : We are not suggesting , Mr .  Chairman , that salaries be cut , as 
the Minister somewhat facetiously I suppose , indicates , but rather that a d irec
tive be made to the provincial court jurisdiction that accused convicted of crimes 
shall not be allowed the discretion to donate monies in lieu of fines to the 
general coffers and revenues of this province to charities of their choice , but 
rather that in order to indemnify the public for the very hi gh expense of criminal 
prosecution - and we just had the best example I think we have had in many a good 
year in the Hong Kong case , whereby by conservative estimates , I think it was 
agreed that the costs may have been as high as between $ 1 3 , 000 and $16 , ooo . oo .  
Mr .  Cha irman , through you , wi th respect t o  the Minister , I would indicate , given 
the fact that the costs of these prosecutions are very high , our judges may not be 
the best paid members of the judiciary in Canada ,  but they are certainly paid at a 
fairly high leve l .  The same , of course , pertains to members of our prosecution 
staff and all the other members of the judicial system ' s  bureaucracy that serve 
and service the courts .  

So , Mr . Chairman , i n  view o f  the fact that this i s  a cost intensive exercise , 
and in view of the fact that the public deserves to be reimbursed for the great 
expense it is put to when it has to prosecute people such as these two and I 
s tress these are just two isolated examples which gained some notoriety in the 
past few months - I believe that it is incumbent on the Minister to direct provin
c ial judges to assure his minis try and his government that all fines that are 
levied through that court system are returned to the general revenue s of this 
province in order to indemnify the taxpayers for the costs they are put to to 
pursue and prosecute people such as Mr .  Cummings and the other individual . 

Mr . Chairman , when those stories were topical in the newspaper s ,  I remember 
reading an interview with one of the provincial judges in case , and that indivi
dual indicated that it had been his practice to levy these s orts of exemplary 
sentences for a number of years .  He indicated this wasn ' t  an isolated situation , 
but rather he had been exercising some discretion for a number of year s ,  and he 
had been allowing people to choose to pay a fine , rather than to the public purse , 
to a charity of their choic e .  This ,  Mr . Cha irman , respect fully from my 
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standpoint , simply seems inequitable . It doe sn ' t  seem just that judges should be 
in a position to make decisions that essentially affect taxpayers . When they give 
money to charity , it means that you and I ,  Mr . Chairman , have to pay more money by 
way of taxes in order to subsidize prosecutions against these people .  

I could go on,  Mr .  Chairman , as other members have a t  various points in debate , 
and deal with the adequacy of these sorts of di sposition s .  Whether or not i t  re
flects true justice , I think the Honourable Minister is to be commended for his 
appeal in the Peitsch cas e .  This is the case involving the Tuxedo businessman and 
his misappropriated refunds . I think that was imminently good sense to pursue the 
appeal ,  and hope fully that ind ividual will be dealt wi th at least as harshly as 
the lady who misappropriated the welfare funds for her community recreation 
facilitie s .  

Bu t ,  Mr .  Chairman , notwithstanding that , I would like to know whether the 
Minister is willing to take a thoroughly determined position , wel l-defined and 
determined position, relative to the impos ition of these sorts of fines .  

MR . MERCIER : Mr .  Cha irman ,  I hope that the Leader of the Opposition was 
listening , and that the official critic of the Attorney-General ' s  Department was 
listening , and the members of the news media were l istening , because the Member 
for Well ington has just put forward a most astounding position . A couple of years 
ago , Mr . Cha irman , and on numerous occasions since then,  there has been much d i s
cussion about the independence of the judiciary , a concept with which I agree , and 
we have tried to govern ourselves by . And now the Memb er for Wellington is 
suggesting that if I don ' t  like a particular sentence of a judge , I should issue 
an ins truction or a d irective to provincial judge s ,  telling them not to do tha t .  
He refers to one particular case which is not within our jurisdiction,  but a 
federal government prosecution.  

Mr . Chairman , i f  that principle were to be accepted , it could be extended so 
radically to completely erode the total independence of the judiciary , on the 
assumption that it ' s  not too easy to imagine a situation where , if that principle 
is accepted , the Attorney-General would d irect a particular di sposition of any 
case to a judge . And I hope that the Member for Wellington was not suggesting 
that ; but he certainly implied very s trongly , Mr . Chairman ,  a real intrusion into 
the indepence of the judiciary . 

If the Attorney-General ' s  Department is not satisfied with the disposition of a 
matter by a judge , the proper and only recourse is to appeal that decision to a 
superior c ourt . It is most improper , I would suggest , for the Attorney-General to 
issue a d irective to the provincial judges in this case , as the Member for We l
lington suggests , directing them not to do , or to do something , in the area o f  
sentencing . I think that would be most improper , Mr .  Chairman. 

MR . CHAIRMAN : The Member for Rossmere . The Member for Wellington . 

MR . CORRIN : Mr .  Cha irman , the Attorney-General ha s ,  to some extent , d i s
torted what I have said . He has done so because what he effectively does in 
making his rebuttal , or his policy statement , is found his argument on a falla
cious premi se. He suggests that I am recommending to him that he erode the 
independence of the judiciary , and he says that principle is the one which I would 
ask to be that overwhelming principle which is of paramount importance to me , Mr .  
Cha irman , should be , should b e  on m y  recommendation ,  eroded , o n  the basis o f  my 
statement , and my argument . 

I would suggest , Mr .  Chairman , that my submission was not a statement in accord 
with the comments made by the Honourable Attorney-General at al l .  What I am sug
gesting is that the judi ciary has a respons ibility to enforce the law as it is 
defined in the various legislative enactments which they interpret . But nowhere , 
Mr . Chairman , absolutely nowhere , Mr .  Chairman , is it written in any law that they 
should have a discretion as to where the fines they l evy should go . 

Now they have accepted the fact that they have this discretion . I don ' t  know 
where i t ' s  written,  maybe they ' re ri ght . Maybe because it ' s  not written, they can 
exercise this sort of discretio n .  Bu t the point i s ,  Mr. Chairman , and even if it 
were written, the law is wrong. The taxpayers pay the salaries of all the people 
who prosecute before the courts . The end conclusion of a successful prosecution , 
if it results in a fine , should be something consistent wi th the ends of justice 
from the point of view of the taxpayer too , because tha t ' s  why we ' re in the court , 
to protect the taxpayer and the law-abiding cit izen . 
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And what we ' re suggesting , Mr. Chairman , is that the Minister not interfere 
wi th the judges ' adminis tration of justice .  Jus t remind them who pays their 
salaries ,  who it is that provides the fiscal fodder to pursue these criminals ,  and 
if in the case such as the Hong Kong case where we spent $14 , OOO , $15 , O O O ,  if in 
such a case there is a successful prosecution on the part of the Minister ' s  
de partment , we ' re merely suggesting that the fine that ' s  levied , i f  a fine is 
deemed appropriate , should be returned to the provincial coffer s .  

We don ' t  think that a taxpayer should be forced , i n  the spirit o f  restraint - I 
think my learned friend can accept this and understand this - we don ' t  think that 
the taxpayer should be forced to subsidize criminals , because that ' s  in effect 
what is happening . We have a criminal , Burton Cummings is a good example , but 
there were dozens of o ther case s ,  this judge indicated similar d isposition , Mr .  
Chairman . Mr . Cummings , or Mr . Peitsch , notwithstanding who i t  i s ,  i f  they have 
to pay thre e ,  or five , or $10 , 00 0  fine s ,  should be paying them back to the people 
of Manit oba , not to the charity of their choi ce . 

Why should Mr .  Cummings be able to donate money to the Rock Stars Benevolent 
Fund? What sense does that make? I don ' t  give a damn , frankly , what Mr . Cummings 
thinks is worthwhile charity . I don ' t  give a damn what Mr .  Peitsch thinks is 
worthwhile charity . He received some worthwhile charity in the form of DREE 
proceeds . 

And , Mr . Chairman , those people should be instructed by the court to pay their 
money , l ike every other good citizen when he comes into traffic court . I ' d  l ike 
to know , how many of us have had a parking ticket , or some other highway traffic 
violation? How many of us were given the option to contribute the money to the 
charity of our choice? How many? I don ' t  think that there ' s  a person who ' s  ever 
had that experience , and I don ' t  see why c ertain people should be treated ex
ceptionally and differently.  And it makes no sense ; and if it ' s  an ongoing 
process in the court s ,  as was indicated by the judges who handled these cases in 
the provincial system , then we should undertake to make sure that the money comes 
ba ck . 

It isn ' t  a question of eroding the independence of any judge . We ' re not sug
gesting that he or she should not be able to effect justice in a manner that ' s  
consistent with the law. We ' re suggesting that they can implement the legislation 
on the basis on which it 's  written , but when that conclude s ,  that rightfully the 
money should come back to the public purse. 

And I don ' t  see , Mr. Chairman , why the Honourable Minister sneers at that , and 
scoffs at it , and suddenly he ' s  raising the spectre of eroding the role of the 
judiciary . That ' s  wi th respect , Mr .  Chairman ,  speciou s ,  that that s ort of line o f  
argument is only rhetoric , and it ' s  only obscurantism at its best . I t  does 
no thing but obfuscate the reality of the situation . 

We should not be delega ting the handling of public money to appointed officials 
such as the judiciary are . They are not elected to deal with public funds ; we 
are . We should be the responsible agents for the receipt and expenditure of 
public funds . 

As I said , there ' s  no reason if Hong Kong would have been successful , and a 
fine o f  $15 , 00 0  levied against one of the convicted accused , that the $15 , 000 that 
we spent shouldn ' t  have come back here to the benefit of the taxpayer . There is 
no reason . And i f  we did that , Mr .  Cha irman, if we stopped being penny-wise and 
pound-foolish , then some of these Estimate s ,  we ' d  have more money for the Manitoba 
Human Rights Commission and Manitoba Legal Aid , and we would better be able to 
indemnify ourself to the continuing expense that the people of our society are put 
to in the protection of their rights and l iberties , vis-a-vis the criminal element . 

So , Mr . Chairman , I woul d  recommend this very strongly to the Honourable 
Attorney-General .  I don ' t  think that he need worry about such matter s .  I think 
he ' d  be best to concern himsel f ,  as other Ministers do , with the public purse . 

MR . MERCIER : Mr .  Cha irman , I appreciate the member ' s  explanation of his 
previous remarks . 

I still don ' t  think it would even be proper to remind them who pays their 
salarie s ,  implying a threat as to the amount of those salaries to be paid , depend
ing on their kinds of sentences.  

Bu t ,  with respect to the Cummings cas e ,  again which was a federal prosecution , 
there was not a sentence in that particular case , as I recollect it . It was qui te 
unusual . 
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As I recollect , the charges were not proceeded with , prior to which Mr . 
Cummings made a $1 , 00 0  contribution to some organization . So fact , in that case , 
there was no sentence by a provincial judge . 

And , with respect to the second matter , as I ' ve indicated , that matter is under 
appeal . 

MR . CORRIN : I know that the Member for Rossmere has a question and the 
time is short . I just want to make the point , Mr . Cha irman ,  that the judge s ,  when 
di scuss ing this matter with the press , indicated that these were not exemplary 
c ircumstanc e s ; that they had been following this practice over a number of years 
on the bas is of their own discretion ; and that it was a fairly routine matter in 
the provincial justice system . 

So , notwithstanding that I may have used bad examples - and they were topical 
example s ,  and that ' s  why they come to mind - the point is that it is a practice in 
the courts , one which we are aware of,  and I ' m  asking the Attorney-General to take 
measures - i f  he doesn ' t  wish to , that ' s  fine - somebody one day presumably wil l .  
Thank you , Mr. Chairman . 

MR . CHAIRMA N :  The Member for Rossmere . 

MR . SCHROEDER : Thank you ,  Mr. Cha irman. Dealing wi th that matter of the 
judges ' discretion and the fettering of that discretion , that of course happens 
all the time . I certainly would agree wi th the Attorney-General ,  that it would be 
improper for him to go and have discuss ions with the judges and say , " This is how 
we want you to sentence " ,  and that type of thing . 

Bu t ,  it is done all the time with our law . Surely we are fettering a judge ' s  
discre tion when we say that , for a certain type o f  crime , he cannot put a person 
away into jail for longer than six years.  Or , when we tell a judge , " You can ' t  
fine somebody more than $1 , 00 0  for a specific offence " ,  surely we are fet tering a 
judge ' s  discretion in that type of a circumstance. 

And there is nothing wrong wi th passing a law that says a judge doesn ' t  have 
the right to have an accused person pay a sum of money to his particular favourite 
charity or political party , or any other cause that the judge may happen to be 
espous ing at that particular time . There is nothing wrong with tha t .  

To suggest that somehow we ' re fettering a judge 's discretion by passing a law 
that says that you are not allowed that type of sentencing ; again we ' re not 
fettering a judge ' s  discretion . 

MR. MERCIER : Well , Mr . Chairman , I agree with the Member for Rossmere that 
that •s fine . Judges are there to uphold the law . But there ' s  a difference 
b etween a law and a direction , or a conversation , or a telephone call , from the 
Attorney-General • • • 

MR.  CHAIRMAN : On a point of order. The Member for Wellington . 

MR . CORRIN : Mr . Cha irman , in my remarks - and I think Hansard will attest 
- I did indicate that it could be done optionally on either basis.  I didn ' t  
suggest that there b e  a clandestine call t o  a particular judge . I suggested that 
there could either be a general discussion with the judiciary , through their coun
sel or assoc iatio n ,  and there could be some clari fication on this point or there 
could be legislative re form , both of which are within the purview of the Honour
able Minister .  That ' s  my point of order . Thank you ,  Mr . Cha irman . 

MR . CHAIRMAN:  The Honourable Minister . 

MR . MERCIER : Mr .  Cha irman, we spent a considerable amount of time yester
day listening to the Member for Well ington explain his concerns about the rights 
and liberties of all citizens and upholding their rights and l ib ertie s .  I agree 
with the Member for Rossmere . It ' s  fine to pass a law to limit the judges ' d is
cre tion , because they ' re there to uphold the law and to pass sentence in 
accordance with the law . But there is a s ignificant differenc e ,  one which I do 
not accept , in the Memb er for Wellington ' s  comment , that I should issue an 
instruction through a conversation or even through a meeting with provincial 
judges . If we are going to give instruction s ,  that should be done through the 
law , through pass ing some legislation , not through a mere meeting or directive 
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from any attorney-general to provincial judges . Something like that should be and 
has to be processed through the Legisla ture.  

M R .  CHAIRMAN : The Member for St . Boniface . 

MR . D ESJARDINS: Wel l ,  Mr .  Chairman , I ' ve been listening to the exchange 
and I must say that I have mixed feelings . I agree and disagree with both mem
b er s .  I think that what started it al l ,  is the Attorney-General said , wel l ,  i t  
was a federal prosecutor that did the work and w e  can ' t  d o  anything about it , and 
I think that ' s  definitely the wrong attitud e .  If he is responsible for justice 
here in Manitoba , it doesn ' t  matter under whose jurisdiction , I think that he ' s  
got to see whoever he has to see to make sure that it is done . Now I certainly 
would not agree that he should go and tell a judge and remind him of who is paying 
him and how much h e ' s  getting and so on . I think that would be ridiculous , and I 
think that if I was the judge I ' d  blow the whistle fast too ,  i f  that was the 
cas e .  That ' s  very dangerous .  But I agree with the Member for Rossmere that some
thing should be done. 

Now another thing that I di sagree with my colleague from Wellington, is the 
ques tion of money . I don ' t  think that the Attorney-General ' s  department - they ' re 
there to try to get people to obey the law , and you 've got di fferent penal tie s ,  
and t o  me they ' re penal ties . I hope the hell were not going t o  start finding out 
how much money we can get under this department . Definitely the cost should be by 
the people that are committing the acts , but there is a limit , and I certainly 
would not want a steadfast rule that you can ' t  do any of these things at all . I 
think in certain cases it might b e .  I know some people that dealt with j uvenile s ,  
the case that they had , t o  repay certain damage they've done , t o  order them to 
take a paper route and turn the money over to the people that they had wronged • 
Bu t the thing that is very important - first of all , it ' s  a penalty - but the most 
important thing also is that justice be the same for all.  That to me is the big 
point . 

I think the Member for Well ington certainly has a case. The Member for Inkster 
has been repeatedly standing up in the House until he practically forced the 
government to do some thing about it . You know , you can steal a loaf of brea d ,  and 
they throw the book at you ; other people , because they ' re in a different position ,  
they get away with murder . I think tha t ' s  the most important thing , and I think 
that ' s  what the Memb er for Wellington s tarted to say . 

MR . CHAIRMAN : 5 . ( c ) ( l ) --pass ; 5 . ( c ) ( 2 ) --pass ; The hour of 4 : 30 having 
arrived , I 'm now leaving the Chair for Private Memb er ' s  Hour . 

SUPPLY - LABOUR AND MANPOWER 

MR . DEPUTY CHA IRMAN,  Mr .  J. Wally McKenzi e  ( Roblin ) :  Members of the com
mittee , come to order . Page 6 9 ,  Resolution 9 1 ,  3 .  Manpower Division,  3 . (a ) ( l )  
Salaries . 

The Honourable Minister.  

HON. KEN MacMASTER ( Thompson ) :  Just give me a second , Mr .  Chairman , until 
I get the books open at the right page . The Manpower Division , Mr. Cha irman , con
ducts research on manpower requirements , labour marketing c onditions , manpower 
program evaluation and other matters of concern to the de partment . It 
co-ordinates and participates in inter-governmental negotiations and other 
activi ties relating to manpower and immigration policies and programs ; facili tates 
through the administration of the Apprenticeship and Tradesmen ' s  Qualifications 
Act , the development of persons to the l evel of skilled tradesmen ; provides train
ing , counselling and relocation assistance to special needs ' individuals to 
improve their access to employment and/or trades training ; develops and implements 
job training , job creation and job placement activities for youth . 

The section that w e ' re first deal ing wi th is the Research Branch. The Research 
Branch is responsible for conducting studies and providing information in support 
of e ffective planning management policies in the labour and manpower area s .  The 
branch has a complement of 15 regular status SMYs consisting of a director o f  
eleven research officers and three administrative support staff . 
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During the past year , the major accompl ishments of the branch were identifi
cation of training needs and critical skills '  shortages ,  development of labour 
market information to support career counselling , analyzing expansion of informa
tion on the labour market outcomes of training , reports of maj or provisions and 
working conditions in Manitoba collective agreements , and over the next 12 months 
we are expecting research to give particular emphasis to the following areas of 
priority concern: 

Program evaluation , information systems ' development - the research branch is 
presently commencing a comprehensive review o f  all manpower d ivision programs . 
The aim of this work is to develop management information systems to enable prog
ram performance to be assessed , thereby enhancing effective management . 

The number of staff, Mr .  Chairman , last year there were 14 and this year there 
are 15 .  

MR . DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Member for The Pas . 

MR . RONALD McBRYDE : Mr .  Cha irperson , since this Manpower Division section 
o f  the Minister ' s  department is the first one we ' ve dealt with that has a con
siderable number of items that relate to the Manitoba NORTHLANDS Agreement ,  and 
since the Minister has indicated that there is a comprehensive review being done 
by the specific sec tion under way now , I wonder if the Minister could indicate 
whether the annual review , 1 ike for las t year ' s  administration of the NORTHLANDS 
Agreement whi ch ,  as I understand it , in the past has reviewed each program 
section ,  whether that review was completed last fall and whether that NORTHLANDS 
review will be made available to members of the Hous e .  

MR . DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Minister of Labour . 

MR . MacMASTER : I would suggest , with respect , Mr .  Cha irman , that the Min
ister responsible for the NORTHLANDS Agreement as such , which is the Minister of 
Northern Affa ir s ,  could more precisely answer that particular question . 

MR.  McBRYDE: Mr .  Chairman , I wonder if the Minister would take it upon 
himself to see if that information is available , because I think that he was the 
Minister respons ible , in fact at the time when the review would have been done,  
would have been completed , and also it will help us in our consideration of this 
section of th is department , because there are a number of items that would have 
been reviewed and evaluated in that report . So I wonder if the Minister would 
give us some commitment to see if that report has been done and if it would be 
available to us . 

MR . MacMASTER : It ' s  been several months since I was Minister of Northern 
Affa ir s .  I 'm sure the Department of Northern Affairs i s  reviewing , 
and in fact , preparing for future negotiations on the NORTHLANDS Agreement as 
such . I am in the reverse position now that I was a year ago where in fact , those 
type of que stions that the member is asking , I answered for all of NORTHLANDS , and 
now de partments , l ike now I 'm in a position of using a portion of it as i t  relates 
to my programming . I can give the assurance to the member that I will contact the 
Minister of Northern Affairs and assure him that they are preparing , I know , as 
I ' m  sure he knows that they are preparing to sit down with the federal government 
and discuss a new type or an ongoing type or some new ap proach to the NORTHLANDS 
Agreement . I think that ' s  really what his concern is and that ' s  a very legitimate 
one . 

M R .  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Member for The Pas . 

MR . McBRYD E :  Mr .  Cha irperson , in a similar vein , I wonder if the com
prehensive review that the Minister stated is under way at this time , whether any 
information on that comprehensive review if he ' ll be able to make any of that 
available to the House as we go through these sections of his department . 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Minister . 

MR . MacMASTER : We have several documents that have been produced which 
I •m - I don • t  whether its the Member for Churchill or I guess the Member for The 
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Pas is asking the questions . They can certainly share them i f  the y ' d  just take 
them a cross to them . It ' s  some documents that the research department has put 
ou t ,  not necessarily towards the member ' s  question but to give him an idea of the 
major provisions and negotiating working conditions in the Manitoba Collec t ive 
Agreements , Manitoba Community Colleges follow up survey of the 1978 Di ploma Cer
tificate and short course graduate surveyed in the summer of 197 9 ,  outlook of j ob 
opportunities by major occupational groups , handbook on labour market experiences 
of community college graduates .  Those are some of the type of research projects 
that we ' ve put out , and I have a sample of a program , an individual program type 
review that we will be - the type of document that we hope to put out on the 
majority of programs as this format is put together and as we get into other 
programs . 

I ' d  like to pass over to the member the first one that we have finalized , and 
then w e ' ll be getting into o thers along this same l ine , so we can use this as a 
sampl e .  This is the assessment of the 1979-80 volunteers in public service 
programs . It ' s  the type of thing that we hope to put out every year , full of sta
tistics , name s ,  numbers,  people , the whole situa tion . 

I b elieve the Memb er for Churchill last year was on several occasions asking 
for di fferent types of assessments of programming and this is a sample of the type 
of thing that w e ' ll be putting out as the months go o n ,  on all our programming . 
This is the first one that we have . I suppose that should go to the Member for 
Churchil l .  He was the one that was previously asking for that kind of thing . 

MR . DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Member for Churchill . 

MR . COWAN : Thank you ,  Mr . Chairperson.  I see that both the Member for The 
Pas and myself ,  and of course , many others on this side have our work cut out for 
us this evening be fore we go into these Estimates tomorrow in trying to acquaint 
ourselves with some of the materials in the bundle that we just received from the 
Minister . 

I ' d  ask the Minister because the subject is rather t imely ,  to break into the 
Manpower Division at this time is a bit of a fortune that we had not anticipated 
in respect that the unemployment figures in the labour force statistics that came 
out yesterday were of such importance to the province , that we welcome any oppor
tunity to discuss them in detai l .  And I would ask the Minister by way of breaking 
into the subject , wha t  research this research department is doing in regard to 
analys ing the trends , the labour trends , analysing the potentiality for bringing 
these .people that have been taken out of the labour market , put on unemployment or 
wel fare , bringing them back into the labour market , just what sort of long-term 
s trategies that his department is trying or attempting to devise to deal with this 
very serious problem. 

M R .  MacMASTER : The member will find , Mr . Chairman , as we go through the 
Manpower Di vision that there are several new approaches that we ' re taking to 
training , in industrial training and apprenticeship training . The figures ,  yes
t erday , though they were certainly up from the previous month , they were identical 
to what they were last year and they were the best that they had bee n ,  in fact , in 
four year s .  They certainly weren ' t  a substantial jump from year over year as they 
were from , I think it was ' 75 to ' 76 or thereabouts . 5 . 8  certainly isn ' t  anything 
that we ' re pleased with , but considering the middle of winter , i t ' s  not totally 
unexpected that unemployment would rise. 

As we go through th is particular divisio n ,  you will find under training and 
development in many of the o ther manpower areas , some of the ap proaches that we ' re 
making to the federal government on apprenticeship programming and seating in the 
universities or the community colleges . I think the members will be reasonably 
pleased with some of the information that will be given them. 

MR . COWAN : Thi s ,  Mr . Cha irperson , was an argument that we heard in the 
question period , tomorrow , that we ' re dealing with a one-month period , a January
February rise in the unemployment . One would expect it because of winter months . 
One cannot take and isolate a one-month rise and say that that is indicative of a 
trend . As a matter of fact , the First Minister said , " No ,  we must have three or 
four months before we can start to determine tre nds . 11 But if one examines the 
figures very care fully , and I ' m  going to have to question the statement the Min
ister just made , when he said that these figures aren ' t  as bad as the change:; that 
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were taking place between ' 7 5  and ' 7 6 ,  or ' 7 6  and ' 7 7 ,  or ' 7 4  and 1 7 5  for that 
matter . It doesn ' t  really matter because I can tell you , and I have the figures 
be fore me , Mr . Chairperson ,  that this increase in the actual number of unemployed , 
this 6 , 000 people added to the unemployment rolls , taken out of the labour force , 
the employed force - they ' re still in the labour force , but taken out of the 
employed statistics and placed into the unemployed statistics is indicative of 
some major dislocations in the economy . That there was never in the past 14 
year s ,  which is as far back as my figures go and I'm certain we can go back fur
ther and find the same situation exis t s ,  but wi thout having the figures before me , 
I woul d  be hesitant to do that , but there was never in a one-month period , such as 
that , from January to February , using those figure s ,  a 6 , 000 person increase in 
the number of unemployed . 

As a matter of fact , if we want to go through the figure s :  1 78 ,  there was a 
1 , 00 0  increase ;  ' 7 7 ,  there was a 2 , 000 increase ;  1 7 6 ,  there was a 4 , 000 decrease 
in the number of unemployed ; in other words ,  the numbers actually went down Feb
ruary over January ; ' 7 5 ,  no increase , no decrease ; ' 7 4 ,  a 2 , 00 0  worker decrease ;  
' 7 3 ,  no increase ;  ' 7 2,  a 2 , 000 worker decrease ; ' 71 ,  a 2 , 000 worker increase ; ' 70 ,  
a 1 , 000 worker increase ; ' 6 9 ,  1 , 00 0  down ; 1 6 8 ,  1 , 000 down ; ' 67 ,  the same ; 1 6 6 ,  
1 , 000 u p .  I n  other word s ,  we ' re dealing in areas of 1 , 000 and 2 , 000 
except in the year of ' 7 6 ,  when it was a 4 , 000 worker de crease . Now,  those are 
actual figure s ,  we ' re not using a seasonally adjusted basis here . The Minister 
says that he l ikes to use the seasonally adjusted basis ,  so we can do exac tly the 
same process . We can go back , and because these are statistics that are in the 
past , we are afforded the luxury of , assuming that they ' re somewhat correct , that 
over the long-term they would prove to be basically correct . And we can go back 
and we can see this year on a seasonally adjusted basi s ,  the number of unemployed 
in February increased by 5 , 000 over January . That ' s  what the figures show us , the 
latest figures that have come out . We can go back the same way , and I won ' t  go 
through all the numbers ,  but the largest increase in any period , February or 
January period , was 3 , 00 0  in the past 14 year s .  

S o  what we have here is a situation that is far out of proportion with what had 
existed previously , and that ' s  just taking one segment of the figures . We know 
when we talk about the employed , that there are 6 ,  OOO less employed in February 
than were in January . We know that on a seasonally adjusted basis there are 5 , 000 
less employed . As a matter of fact , Mr . Chairperson , i f  we do it the other way , 
and we can do it the o ther way also , we can say wel l ,  how does February of 1980 
c ompare with February of 1979? The Minister j ust told us , using the unemployment 
rate , using one figure out of a series to try to explain the situation . 

The Minister j us t  told us that there is no real cause for alarm. But i f  we 
look at it from a di fferent perspect ive , using 1979 and 8 0  figures for the month 
of February , we find that in actuality there are only 1 , 000 more workers employed 
in February of 1980 than there were in 197 9 ,  and that is out of whack with what 
had happened previously in other years . That is not indicative of what one would 
expect in o ther year s ,  Mr . Cha irman . So it is not only tragic in human t erms , but 
statistically it is significant , the changes that we have experienced . We are 
experiencing an no-growth situation.  

As a matter of fact , i f  we use seasonally adjusted figures ,  which we can , i f  
the Minister prefers to use those , February 197 9  compared to February 198 0 ,  what 
we see is that there are 1 , 000 less workers on a seasonally adj usted bas is working 
this year of February as opposed to working last year of February . That is sig
nifican t .  It is not only significant statistically , as I said , but it is 
significant to the people who cannot find the job s ,  people who are coming on to 
the labour forc e ,  because there are increases in the labour force , that there are 
significant increase s ,  and these people are not being able to find job s .  

If we look at the labour force statistics , we see that January over February , 
there were on an actual basi s  2 , 00 0  more people entered the labour force . And yet 
we see the number of employed dropped by 6 ,  OOO . This all compounds upon itself 
and upon itself and upon itself and upon itself until the situation becomes almost 
synergisti c ,  and by that I mean one occurence coupled with another occurence has 
an impact far greater than either those two occurrences alone or added toge ther , 
it ' s  where your whole equals more than the sum of your parts . I ' m  glad I got that 
right . Some times I use that example and I don ' t  quite get it right , but this time 
I did . That too , is signi ficant , that I have final ly been able to provide that in 
the proper order .  But that aside , notwithstanding . 
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What we do find , that while there are less people employed , we would expect to 
find more people unemployed , and that ' s  exactly what we find . We find that Feb
ruary 1979 over February 1980 , there are 1 ,  OOO more unemployed , whether you look 
at it from a seasonal or an ac tual basis.  

As a matter of fact , and here ' s  • • •  I ' m  going to be very careful to preface 
my remarks here and to point out that what I 'm doing stat istically right now is 
not exactly kosher , that it is not exactly the way one would want to deal with 
statistics , but I want to make the point , and I will leave it up to the honourable 
members and others who are listening , to determine whether or not the point was 
worth making and to try to extrapolate the inferences that I believe are inherent 
in what I had to say .  

But i f  you compare October 1977 over February 1980 on a unadjusted basis , you 
will find that there are 1 2 ,  OOO more unemployed people today than there were when 
that government took power . Now let me point blank , and point out that October 
and February are not months that you can actually compare because of the d is
crepancies in the work available to people because of the seasonal nature of our 
economy . So you can ' t  really compare October and February on a one-to-one s ta
ti stical basis l ike that . You have to do it on a seasonally adjusted basis , and 
that makes the figures a l ittle bit d ifferent . 

But it does not matter to one of those 12 , 00 0 ,  or to any of those 12 , 000 per
son s ,  that they are a statistical anomaly . The fact i s ,  there are 1 2 , 00 0  more 
people unemployed today than there were when the government took office .  And that 
is significant , because this government ' s claim to fame has been the ir tremendous 
job creation record . And how much better they were than us from 1974 to 1979 , or 
from 1976 to 1978 ,  or from 1973 to 197 7 .  I mean , they ' ve mixed the figures up s o  
much , a s  I said before , it ' s  like watching someone at a rummage sale , finger 
through all the clothe s ,  and fit the statistics that fit them best , take them and 
wear them out as a brand new wardrobe , and leave the rest behind . And we have to 
assume that from that they have drawn an accurate picture of what actually hap
pened , and they have not ; they have not painted the whole picture.  

I don ' t  want to go through that again . I went through that in my reply to the 
Throne debate . I think the points that we made then are still pertinent points . 
I think they are even more significant in light of the latest unemployment sta
ti stics . But the fact is , there are 12, 000 more unemployed . 

If we use seasonally adjusted levels,  then w e ' re only talking about 1 , 000 more 
unemployed . So even if we do try to iron out the discrepancies that are due to 
the seasonal nature of employment in this province , this country , any country for 
that matter , we still find that there are more unemployed today than there were 
when the government took office . Statistically , there is 1 , 000 . Actually , there 
are 12 , 00 0 .  

On the number of unemployed , February over January , i t  is the largest onemonth 
increase since at least 196 6 .  That ' s  as far back as my numbers go . But there is 
something else in these figures that we must consider be significant . And if we 
take the First Minister at his word when he tells us that the one-month figures 
don ' t  mean anything , that there has to be a trend , and then he says , three to four 
months would be what we would consider a trend . If we look at the last three to 
four month s ,  Mr. Chairper son ,  we find that the number of unemployed in this prov
ince have been increasing steadily in the last three months . As a matter of fact , 
in November , on a seasonally adjusted basis , there were 22 , 00 0 .  In December , it 
stayed the same ; there were 2 2 , 000 . In January , there were 23 , 000 , and in Feb
ruary , there were 2 8 ,  OOO . So what we are seeing in fact is not a one-month 
anomaly , but we are seeing a trend , and that ' s  what the First Minister tells us 
what we must look for ; that ' s  what the Minister tells us what we must look for . 
And when we look for it , we see that it actually does appear be fore u s ,  that there 
is a trend , that the conditions are worsening on a month-by-month basis.  

Mr . Cha irperson , that brings us to the unemployment rate . We saw the 
unemployment rate increase on a seasonally adjusted basis by one percent , February 
over January for the year 1980 . In other word s ,  in the past month , those 6 , 000 
more unemployed have translated themselves into percentage terms,  a quantity that 
is equal to one percent , a one percent rise . And the Minister tells us again,  we 
would expect a ri se in unemployment in the month February over January . That is 
perfectly natura l .  Wel l ,  I am not saying that it follows any natural law s ,  that 
there shoul d be more people unemployed in February than in January . I am saying 
that if you don ' t  try to attempt to take some control over the economic 
environment , that that will naturally follow. And that is why we have programs 
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that are intended to bring people on stream at di fferent times and take people off 
stream at different time s ,  to try to smooth out the boom and bust cycl e .  But 
regardless of that , the fact is that that 1 percent increase in one month , on a 
seasonly adjusted basi s ,  is greater than any other increase ,  February over January 
figures going back again to 1966 , at least 1966 . It may go back further , I ' m  not 
c ertain because I don 1 t have those figures available .  But I think the 14-year 
period is enough of a period on which to base some conclusions and to make some 
observations . So on a seasonally adjusted bas i s ,  it is the l argest February over 
January increase since at least 1966 . 

As a matter of fact , in four of those years ,  Mr . Chairperson , there was no 
increase at al l ,  s o  4 of the past 14, there has been no increase ; i n  3 of those 
year s ,  all occurring under an NDP administration,  Mr . Chairperson , there has 
actually been a decrease using seasonally adjusted figure s .  S o  7 out o f  14 , there 
has either been no increase or there has been a decrease . So I don ' t  see how it 
follows that we have to anticipate and accept an increase in February over 
January . The statistics show us that we don ' t ,  that we have an even chance , a 
5 0-50 split that it may not happe n .  And it won ' t  happen if we are able to rest 
some control of the economic circumstances , but that again is another debate for 
another committee or another time during this House . 

Let us look at the employment rate on an actual bas i s .  We ' ve looked at the 
seasonally adjusted levels first out of de ference to the Minister who prefers to 
use those ,  and I can agree with him that they are appropriate figures to use at 
certain time s ,  because they do tend to try to smooth out d islocations in the 
employment picture that are perhaps not indicative of long-term trends but are 
only symptomatic of short -term problems that occur on a regular basis . 

But let ' s  look at the actual levels . It increased , Mr .  Chairperson , in 
January , from January to February , from 5. 9 percent in January to 7 . 1  percent in 
February ; greater than it was in this month last year , which was 7 percent.  So 
it ' s  increased not only month over month , but year over year on an actual bas i s ,  
Mr . Chairperson . That figure also is significant i n  its magnitude . Again , one 
could say , wel l ,  you ' re going to see that sort of an increase ,  January over 
February , and I think statistically ,  if I can make a quick computation , in only 5 
of those 14 years have we seen an increase in the actual unemployment rate , 
February over January . So statistically ,  one would expect it not to increase . 

The argument I 'm trying to make becomes somewhat obscure at this point , but the 
point that has to be made is that we do not have to have that jump in the number 
of unemployed . Actually , we can have a decrease , and we have more cases than not 
in the last 14 years had such a decrease. But the 1 .  2 percent increase is the 
largest increase o f  any increase ,  February over January , in the last 14 years . So 
our February-January figures 1980 are again the largest increase in at least 14 
year s ,  perhaps more . Also the largest in Canada . So if we add another dimension 
into the picture , Mr . Chairper son , what we have is increases that are out of tune 
with what has happened historically in this province and are also out of tune with 
what is happening in the rest of the country . When the Minister says , and I 
forget which Minister it was ,  but one of the Ministers during the Throne Debate 
said that , we in Manitoba are bucking the trends , that we ' re on an upswing when 
everyone else is on a downswing . Wel l ,  we are bucking the trend but i t ' s  a flip 
flo p .  We ' re bucking the trend because we ' re on a downswing , when not everyone 
else is on a downswing , Mr .  Cha irperson . So the figures are s erious , indeed . 

I know I have a tendency to get lost in those statistics , to overuse them , but 
I think we have to be aware - I think the Research Department has to be aware of 
j us t  what it is we fac e .  We face an abnormal situation in this province right 
now . It is a trend , it is a deteriorating trend , the figures are bad , the figures 
are awesomely bad , the figures are terrible , Mr . Chairperson . They are 
inexcusable .  There is no reason for them , they do not have to be , there is no 
na tural law and don ' t  let anyone try to convince you that there is a natural law 
that says that February is going to be worse than January . It is not the case . 
It does not have to happen , it may well happe n ,  and it may well happen in spite of 
everything any government tries to do. I ' m not saying that these sort of 
occurrences can be avoided in 100 percent of all the case s .  I ' m  not saying that a 
government can always put i ts affairs together in such a way as to avoid these 
sort of employment dislocations . That is not the case. No government , no matter 
how capable it i s ,  no matter what philosophy it brings to i ts office , no matter 
how skilled its personnel are can avoid these sort of occurrences from time to 
time . But when they do represent a trend , when this government does have reign 
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over a province that is bucking the natural trend , the national trend , by per
forming worse in all instances than the other provinces , by performing worse than 
the NDP did under - if you take their 9-year average - and we can throw those sta
tistics back and forth . I ' m  certain we will but the facts are , nonetheles s ,  that 
we are in serious trouble . And what compounds the seriousness of the situation , 
Mr . Cha irperson, is not that we have that sort of unemployment , is not that we 
have a 1. 2 percent increase ,  b ecause we 1 re not talking about statistics when we 
get it down to the bare bones debate .  We ' re talking about people , we ' re talking 
about people . 

But the seriousness of the situation i s ,  the synergistic effect that this 
government has in the situation is their inability to cope with the situation , 
because they have on ideological blinkers that say we cannot interfere with the 
economic order of the day . Laissez-fa ire attitudes towards the unemployed , and 
when you have a government that treats the unemployed and the situations that 
create unemployment in a laissez-faire manner , usually you have , Mr .  Chairperson , 
a government that compounds the problem. That there are ways of dealing with 
unemployment , that there are ways of dealing wi th slow growth and no growth , which 
is the situation that we face in th is province today . But they are ways that one 
must think out in advance , one must analyse , one must have a commitment to and 
then one mus t , most important of all , after they have put forward a program , they 
must put that program into action . No good to anyone sitting as a position paper 
on some Minister ' s  desk , no matter what it doe s ,  absolutely useless , worthless , 
not worth the paper i t ' s  written on until it is put into action . And no matter 
what their staff tells them , I know , and you know , and the people know because we 
have the experience of the past nearly three years now to guide u s ,  that that 
government is going to do nothing of any significance to deal with the problems 
that occurring , not only in Manitoba but throughout the industrialized western 
society today , throughout the world today . This is a global problem we face , Mr .  
Cha irperson . I ' m  not trying t o  minimize the Manitoba situation b y  saying that . 
I ' m  just trying to clarify the situa tion . It ' s ,  serious here but it ' s  also 
serious everywhere else . 

And there are governments that are trying to deal with it in a positive way . 
There are governments that are trying to develop programs and policies that will 
enable them to have some effect to forestall some of the disastrous impacts that 
this ·high level of unemployment will have on a society . Because it is going to , 
Mr .  Chairperson , it is going to permeate its way throughout the entire social 
economic order . 

When you have these types of increases in unemployment , when you have the large 
numbers of unemployed that we have today , you are going to find that your whole 
system is strained . You are going to find that you will start to see splits . You 
will see more cases of c irrhosis of the l iver . And two or three years ago in this 
Hous e ,  I gave a debate on that , I explained some of the work that the Department 
of Health , Education , and Welfare had done in the United State s ,  in analyzing the 
impact of a 1 percent increase in the unemployment rate . And they found in
variably , that two or three years down the road , there were significant changes in 
the society ; that us ing a 32 or 33-year period could be attributed directly to an 
increase in unemployment . Because when people are out of work, they experience 
all sorts of problems . And those problems manifest themselves in the society at 
large . 

So , you are going to see more people with cirrhosis of the liver in a couple of 
years being admitted to the hospitals because of the inaction of this government . 
You are going to see that , unless something happens that changes the situation 
around . Why are they going to be there , Mr. Cha irperson? They ' re going to be 
there because they turned to alcohol . Why do they turn to alcohol , Mr . Chair
person? They turn to alcohol because of the frustrations that they are ex
periencing . Why are they experiencing frustrations , Mr . Chairperson? They are 
experiencing frustrations because the government that sits on that side of the 
House refuses to do anything of significance to deal with the economic situation 
of the day . 

You are going to find more people suffering from heart attacks , statistically , 
but again we ' re talking about peopl e .  That is the cas e .  Why? Because there is 
strain that comes with being unemployed . There are family strains . You are going 
to find more marital breakdowns ,  more people not being able to hold the ir families 
together because of unemployment . Those are the type of social impacts that we ' re 
going to feel because of this . And the l ist goes OIL and on and on . As a matter 
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of fact , if you want a microcosm of it , i f  you want to look a t  it in a situation 
where it is very easy to pinpoint some of the social implications of high un
employment rates , you just go up north . 

And the Minister has been in some of the reserve and Met is c ommunities , and 
some of the industrial communi ties too , that have suffered through high 
unemployment rates for long periods of time . And you have increased social prob
lems . In many respects , Mr .  Cha irperson , you have third world conditions -
conditions that exist nowhere else in this c ountry , nowhere else in the 
industria l ,  western world except in isolated pockets of poverty , poverty that is 
crea.ted by lack of opportunity to work. And we will discuss that throughout this 
Session. We will have more to say on that , because that is another area of great 
fai l ing of this government , Mr .  Chairperson . 

There are c ertain areas where governments that come to office wi th certain 
philosophies are less capable of performing efficiently and e ffectively than other 
areas . One is the Workplace Safety and Health , Mr .  Cha irperso n .  We ' ll talk more 
about that at another time . But that is an area of great failing of this 
government . 

Another area of great failing is exactly what we ' re talking about today - their 
job creation policie s .  Their job creation policies are not what they would have 
us bel ieve they are . They are not doing the job that I would anticipate that they 
had hoped they would do.  There are areas where we see Manitoba falling farther 
and farther and farther behind in relationship to its record of previous years , 
and in relationship to what is happing in o ther province s ;  a couple of areas of 
great failings . 

The north is another area of great failing , and we will discuss that under the 
Northern Es timates ; we will discuss it under o ther Estimate s .  And I 'm not so cer
tain that the government , or our government , or any government , can adequately 
deal with the problems that northern Manitoba faces in regards to unemployment . 
As a matter of fact , let me make that statement even stronger if I can , Mr .  Chair
person . I am certain, that no government can completely deal with all the prob
lems that northerners face . Bu t ,  at the same time , I am equally as certain that 
government is not doing all that it can . And all you can ask of a government to 
do in any area is all that it can , all that you can ask of an individual is that 
they do their best . And they are not doing their best . They are not doing all 
that they can . And that is why , in Winnipeg,  we see the high levels of 
unemployment . That is why in, Red Sucker Lake , God ' s  Lake Narrow s ,  Brochet , Lac 
Brochet ,  we see the high levels of unemployment . 

That is why we see those conditions not getting better but getting worse , and 
that is a tragedy . The tragedy is not that this government in two year s ,  or two-
and-a-half years , has not been able to correct the injustices of 100 years . We 
weren ' t  able to do it in nine year s .  We tried , but we bloody well did our bes t .  
We gave i t  our best shot . And I think that the people i n  the north know that . I 
think that the people here know that . And I think that ' s  why we see the levels of 
frus tration percolating and bubbling outside of this House .  I think that ' s  why we 
see the conditions that are there . 

But having said that , Mr . Chairperson - I know my time is short - having said 
that , I can only encourage the Minister to make the most effect ive use of this 
research department to deal with what has come to be an extremely signi ficant set 
of statistics that have been presented to this province j ust as of yesterday . 

MR . DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  3 . ( l ) (a ) --pass . The Honourable Member for The Pas . 

MR. McBRYD E :  Mr . Cha irperson ,  while we are on the Research section , I have 
a few questions for the Minister. One would relate to some questions that were 
asked yes terday in another section , but may be more aptly asked here , and that is 
in regards to what is called industrial democracy or placing of workers on boards 
of c orporations . And I know it was talked about in terms of boards of Crown cor
porations under the previous government , al though no final action was taken before 
197 7 .  I wonder if there is any research being done in tha t regard , and whe ther 
any thrust is being given to that particular area . 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Minister . 

MR . MacMASTER : I explained last night some of the directions that were 
taken , and the precise question that the member has asked , and the answer is no.  

- 796 -



Wednesday , 12 March 1980 

MR. McBRYD E :  Mr .  Chairman , I wonder if the Minister could share with us 
his opinio n ,  or his view ,of that approach to increasing worker invo lvement and 
that approach to hopefully improving labour-management relationshi ps , whether he 
sees any validity in that particular approach , or whether he has d ismissed that 
approach as a poss ibility . 

MR . MacMASTER : Well , I think the question was directed to research . If a 
research in that particular d irection , then the answer was no . I have gone into 
substantial detail in the last few days of the approaches that we ' re making in 
other areas but not the precise approach that the member is talking about , and I 
don ' t  really think we should be philosophizing why we ' re not doing that . I have , 
at great length, gone into some of the d irections that we ' re going , particularly 
through the Cam McLean committee , and we spent I don ' t  know how long in the House 
here going over some of the things we are attempting to do in that particular 
dire ctio n .  

MR.  McBRYDE:  Yes ,  Mr .  Chairman , I don ' t  want t o  push this matter with the 
Minister . It is an option that has been tried in o ther j urisdictions and in some 
cases found to be a practical and worthwhile approach , and it appears that the 
Minister has totally dismissed it as a possibility , and has decided to take o ther 
avenues or other approaches. 

I wonder if this research section , Mr . Chairman , did any planning , or any 
feasibility studies or any research into the location of fire -training facilities 
that are scheduled for northern Manitoba , where the best location would be for 
that kind of facility , and whether there were existing facilities a lready in some 
locations that might have been expanded to use for the Minister ' s  thrust in this 
area. 

MR . MacMASTER:  No , they didn ' t ,  Mr . Chairman . The request has come for 
the City of Thompson quite some time ago , and that is being presently reviewed and 
discussed with the City Council . 

MR . McBRYD E :  Mr .  Chairman , I wonder if the Minister would then undertake 
to have the facilities already existing at The Pas looked at and see if they might 
be worthwhile to use his research in that area , to avoid any duplica tion of ser
vices available in northern Manitoba. 

The other question , Mr . Chairman , is in relation to employment and to the com
plex problem of job opportunities in employment , especially in northern Manit ob a .  
And the statistics tell u s  i n  terms of • • •  I ' ll ask the Minister specifically i f  
his research department has available t o  it the statistics o f  the welfare role s ,  
that i s ,  the number of unemployed employables on the welfare roles for northern 
Manitoba,  whether his de partment looks at those figures in terms of the ir planning 
for new programs and policy development . 

M R .  MacMASTER : I would think the Department of Health would deal with that 
on a provincial , and certainly the federal Department of Heal th would have those 
figures .  I don ' t  precisely have them. 

MR . McBRYDE:  Yes ,  Mr . Chairman , I wonder if there is within this section 
been any effort to make some guesstimates at the provincial level in terms of un
employment rate s .  I know that ' s  a federal respsons ib ility and the Minister and I 
exchanged some questions and answers yesterday in terms of the treaty Indian still 
being left out of the unemployment figure s .  But does this section o f  his 
de partment , or does he have any information as to the statisti c s ,  as to the 
unemployment rates on reserves , and therefore the realistic unemployment rates in 
northern Manitoba? 

MR . MacMASTER : No , I don' t ,  Mr . Chairman , but the Member for The Pas is 
aware that I have had communications with the federal government in relationship 
to them establishing those figures . And if, in fact , they wanted some assistance 
from our particular de partment , we are more than willing to co-operate with them 
in any way ,  shape or form , to attempt to establish what those true figures are . 

MR . McBRYD E :  Ye s ,  Mr .  Cha irman .  I assume that this section would be the 
one that woul d  have that respons ibility . I know tha t ,  at times , we ' ve had figures 
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for remote communitie s ,  Indian Metis communitie s ,  and the more remote communities , 
figures of anywhere to 35 percent unemployment to 7 5  percent , to even 90 percent 
unemployment in some communities . And I wonder if this is the only section o f  
government that might have that information now, and i f  not , where else might w e  
find that information . 

M R .  MacMASTER : Well , I ' ve heard those figures bandied around also , and 
certainly , in some cases there is some validity , and in o ther cases it is cer
tainly questionable . Bu t my department is not in the business of taking 
unemployment statistics . I have said , and I repeat , that when and if we can con
vince the federal government that that ' s  a meaningful exercise - and I think it is 
- then we ' re prepared to assist them to the best of our ability in establishing 
those figures .  · Bu t  no , we don ' t .  I guess it ' s  as straightforward as possib le . 
We ' re just not in the business of doing that . 

MR . DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Member for Seven Oaks . 

MR . SAUL A. MILLER : Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha irma n ,  I have been l istening to the Min
ister , and I am surprised at some of the answers . I gather from what he is saying 
that the Department of Hea l th ,  as he indicated , is actually Community Service s ,  
would b e  more knowledgeable with regard t o  where the pockets of unemployment are , 
what their numbers might be , and so on , and I don ' t  doubt that that is the de part
ment where the stati stics are kept . 

But since this Minister is responsible for research on manpower requirements , 
the labour market conditions and manpower programs , then surely even though the 
statistics are kept somewhere els e ,  isn ' t  it his responsibility and really the 
responsibilities of this particular d ivision and i ts research program , to look at 
those statistics and try to develop programs to meet the problem wherever it 
exis t s ; whether it ' s  a 35  percent unemployment ;  whe ther it ' s  a 9 0  percent or 
whether it ' s  just a straight under-employment? 

Isn ' t  it the responsibility of that de partment to look at these figures and 
say , "We have a problem here . We have a high unemployment . We have a high under
-employment , but we have to come up wi th some s ort of programs , whe ther they be 
manpower retraining ; or what sort of jobs can be created in this area , whether it 
be a very small area or a section of Manitoba? 

To simply say , well , we can be consulted and we stand ready to be consulted by 
the Department of Community Service s ,  just isn ' t  enough . I think the onus is on 
this department and on this research group to say , here is a problem, what are we 
going to do about i t ?  What s ort of programs can we d evelop? What sort of ideas 
can we come up with to meet the problem , to try to modify the impact of the prob
lem? As I say , whether it be in training , whether it be in job creation , whe ther 
it be in the programs which can help create jobs . 

As I understand it , and in reading the description of this particular d ivision , 
that the research department certainly is charged with that kind of res
ponsibility . Now unless I 'm wrong in my concept of what they ' re doing , and I 
would like to hear from the Minister if I am wrong , that in fact they have to 
address themselves to the problems of manpower ; whe ther that manpower is a lready 
working or whether that manpower is sitting idle . 

It ' s  their job , as the De partment of Labour and Manpower ,  to devise new prog
rams , come up with ideas to give to government , to make it possible for government 
to take whatever ac tion is necessary to reduce the impact of unemployemt , whe ther 
it be on a permanent or a trans itory , but at least some attempt to ameliorate the 
unemployment that exists in certain areas . 

The Member for The Pas mentioned northern Manitoba , and we know that there are 
pockets of unemployment there which are seriou s .  And whe ther i t ' s  80 or 90 or 60 
percent , really is not the point . 

The point is , isn ' t the research department address ing itself to this problem? 
And is it working to explore plan s ,  programs , ideas whereby the government could 
address itself to the question of under-employment or unemployment in some o f  
these areas , so that the government can then introduce programs t o  meet head-on 
this press ing problem. 

MR . CHAIRMAN : ( Mr .  Abe Kovnats ) :  The Honourable Minister . 
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MR. MacMASTER : Well , Mr . Chairman , there is a good amount of information 
comes in through a variety of de partments , which we in fact pass on to a prov
incial body called " The Manpower Needs Commi ttee" and it ' s  combined of provincial 
people and federal people who do , in fact , assess the needs of various areas and 
the needs of various industrie s .  

That i s  a n  ongoing thing that we ' re consistently working a t ,  and some of the 
findings and some of the situations we 've encountered , some of the objectives come 
up underneath the next predicter section , the Federal-Provincial Training 
Agreement , which we discussed with the federal government in relationship to the 
various programs and training that has been put in place . 

There are a host of departments that deal with job creation type of programs 
and have funds avai lable for a variety of needs of people in various areas . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN : The Honourable Member for Seven Oak s .  

MR . MILLER : Mr .  Chairman , the Minister talks about the Manpower Needs Com
mitte e .  Sure , I ' m  aware that the Manpower Needs Committee exists and that they 
work with the federal people to plan out the programs that are being offered at 
the community colleges and other training programs , and there ' s  hopefully a real 
working relationship whereby some of these programs can be developed . But that ' s  
s traight training . 

I ' m  going beyond straight training . The Minister says they consult and they 
get a feedback from indus try as to what kind of people they need in order to fill 
their needs within an industry , and this is fed to the Manpower Needs Committee , 
and i f  programs aren ' t  offered , they ' re started up , or the programs that now exist 
in community colleges are expanded to meet a particular need . That I understand , 
and that ' s  really quite simpl e .  

If a perceived need i s  not being met , i t  can b e  met b y  either on-the-job train
ing or community college training , and both levels of government proceed to 
support i t .  It ' s  cranked up,  and then down the line you hopefully graduate enough 
people to fill these jobs , which usually happen s .  Unfortunately you graduate 
enough , plus a few extras , and it ' s  the extras that can ' t  find a place.  But be 
that as it may . 

I ' m  more concerned where there is no immediate need by private industry , where 
in fact things are sluggish and people are sitting idle or under-employed . Then I 
ask the Minister , what is his research department doing , to say to the Minister , 
it isn ' t  really a ques tion of training people for unfilled j obs in this instance , 
there ' s  not enough activity going on . And say to the Minister , in our opinion 
there has to be activity created and the government can do it by launching certain 
programs . Is this taking place in that divis ion? Is the Minister addressing him
self that way to the problem that the Memb er for The Pas brought up? 

MR . MacMASTER : Mr. Chairman , just if I can refer to some of the things 
that the Manpower Needs Committee does . It ' s  not just training requirements and 
training needs . They deal also w�· programs and services . They talk about 
P. acement and counselling , and the heat program , and the outreach programs and 

uc programs ; they discuss a who eh of the types of things and the needs 
t a e member is speci fically talking about . 

They also discuss at that time , or during the course of their meetings , fore
casting and program and s ervices ' review , and they analyze some of the things that 
they have been doing and if there is greater need to get into other areas . Those 
are the kinds of things that the Manpower Needs Committee do in fact discuss , and 
when we get to that section in the Estimates we have suggested to the federal 
government and worked out a different formula and a different working relationship 
for the Manpower Needs Committee to take into consideration some of the th ings 
that the member has talked about . 

MR.  CHAIRMAN : The Honourable for The Pas . 

MR. McBRYDE : Thank you , Mr .  Cha irperson . This particular section and the 
specific subject matter under consideration in the area of manpower , in the area 
of unemployment and in the area of pockets of unemployment , or what ' s  called 
structural unemployment , I think is the area of the worst failure of the Prov
incial Conservative Government .  
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Because what we have , Mr. Chairman , is over a number of years programs 
developed to begin to deal with that historical problem , going back for a long 
time , when communities had to depend upon their natural resources to sustain them
selve s ,  and with the increasing population and the decl ine in the natural 
re sources , the inability of communities then to survive e conomically and to have 
employment for peopl e .  

And , Mr .  Chairman , this cuts across and affects all the departments , o r  most o f  
the departments , of government . A s  I mentioned earlier , w e  now have i n  northern 
Manitoba the highest number of unemployed employables in receipt of welfare , which 
is a direct waste , Mr .  Cha irman , of resources ,  of provincial tax dollar s ,  when 
people could be productively employed and are now unemployed and in receipt o f  
welfare . 

Bu t ,  Mr .  Chairman , I think the Minister is aware of,  but unwill ing to do any
thing about the fact , that with this s tructural unemployment and with the high 
unemployment in the remote areas of Manitoba - and some of the rural areas face 
the same situa tion ; some of the reserves and Metis communities in rural Manitoba 
fa ce a very s imilar situation to the northern people - and , Mr .  Chairperson , what 
has happened is , not only has there been no new programs undertaken , no new 
initiatives undertaken , no new opportunities created , b ut programs that were in 
existence , opportunities that were available have been done away wi th . And , Mr .  
Chairman , this is the most regress ive , re trogress ive action o f  the Conservative 
Government of Manitoba and the most des tructive policy or program that has taken 
place under this administration , in my opinion . 

The First Minister and the Minister of Labour are quite willing to talk about 
make-work programs , and , Mr. Chairman , I have to agree with him that make-work 
programs are not the very best solution to the problem . But I would urge the mem
bers opposite to consider the fact that make-work programs are better than having 
people on wel fare , because the des tructiveness that takes place on wel fare - my 
colleague for Churchill mentioned the alcohol problem - there are numerous prob
lems associated that cost the taxpayers of Manitoba a lot more money than in fact 
some of the job creation activities or subsidization o f  e conomic development was 
costing the taxpayers of Manitob a .  

Because a s  the Member for Churchill said , when you have somebody out of work , 
then there ' s  all kinds of o ther social problems . You have the increased use and 
abuse of alcohol . And one of the outcomes of that is the increased use of the 
court system , the increased use of jail s ,  the increased use of hospitals ,  the 
increas ed requirement to fly RCMP in and out of various communities , an increase 
in the suicide rate , an increase in mental and physical illness in these 
communities . 

Mr .  Chairman , when this government came to office , the situation was not ideal , 
not perfect , but progress was being made.  For the first time in many communi ties 
there was an enthusiasm and e xcitement for the fact that ( 1 )  they could have some 
determination of their own destiny , and ( 2 )  that they were able to support them
selves and support their fami lies .  

The Minister of Resources i s  i n  the House ;  he ' s  the one tha t ' s  now getting it , 
and , in most cases , Mr . Cha irperson , he deserves it . But he ' s  the one that ' s  now 
getting i t ,  because all the pressure is fall ing back . Because there are no other 
employment opportunitie s ,  the pressure is fall ing back on the fishing industry and 
the trapping indus try , so all the pressure is there now . 

So in a community where you ,  let ' s  say , had 40 fishermen be fore and 40 people 
in some other kind of employment ,  now you have 80 people trying to get into the 
fish ery . The same thing with the trapping , the pressure is on the trapping right 
now . And there is a question as to how much pressure those resources can take . 

Mr . Cha irman , we have gone back , we ' ve regressed at leas t 10 year s ,  i f  not 
more , because that ' s  what happened before , that the pressure was on the fishing or 
trapping . It could no longer support all the people in remote communitie s ,  and 
other kinds of employment were sought . 

The Department of Resources was heavily involved in terms of using the lumber 
resource , the forestry resource in northern Manitoba , and opportunities were 
created there at the local level ,  o ften us ing local kinds of companies , through 
fencepost cutting , through pulpwood cutting , through furniture manufacturing , 
through all kinds of opportunities that the communities were ready and willing to 
take advantage o f ;  the government was able to give some small assistance , and in 
the long run saved the taxpayer of the province o f  Manitoba money , in terms of 
taking preventive action , creating opportunitie s ,  instead of forcing people to be 
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on wel fare , with all the problems that that cause s .  So we have the situation now , 
where all the pressure is back on those particular industrie s ,  such as the fishing 
and trapping ; and even then,  the Minister is trying to change regulations in mid
stream , and that ' s  just not being acceptable to the fishermen of Manitoba . 

Mr .  Cha irperson , it ' s  very very frustrating to go to a remote community and 
have people tell you about their present situation , and the situation that is to a 
l arge extent , the responsibility of this government ; its reduction in programs 
that benefitted these communities ; its doing away with some of the programs in its 
inability to put anything in place in the programs that were in place in Northern 
Manitoba . But the people are saying things l ike - go into a native community , and 
I can recall jus t  recently a person saying , " You know , lots of people think that 
we don ' t  want to go to work , there ' s  lots of people say we don ' t  want to go to 
work . If you told me this afternoon you needed 20 men ,  I could have 20 men for 
you tomorrow morning . "  Mr .  Chairperson , that ' s  the situation I found in most of 
the communitie s ,  that people are wanting to have the opportunity to work . People 
are wanting to have the opportunity to be productive , and that opportunity is just 
not available.  

Now , Mr . Chairman , the kind of approach you need is a very comprehensive one , 
and I 'm assuming , since this seems to be the only section of government now deal
ing with this type of issue , that this is the section of the department that would 
do the plannning in conjunction with the people in local communities to get the 
kind of development that ' s  needed going . Mr . Chairperson , I think you almost have 
to do it s ort of on an order of priority . That is,  if you have people on welfare , 
as I said , it ' s  b etter t o  even have make-work projects than to have people on 
welfare . 

But ,  Mr . Chairman , there are lots of other opportunities .  There were op
portunities to have economic development , to have job creation that , in fact , 
required very litt le government assistance to survive . We had in a number of com
munitie s ,  a small pulp-cutting operation . Sometimes they would need some 
financial ass istance for purchase of equi pment or machinery , or even to the stage 
of purchasing the chain saws to get the operation going , or some management ad
vice , or some management assistance to provide opportunity in a community . 

Mr . Cha irperson,  this might cost the taxpayer of Manitoba - I can think of one 
community in my constituency where they received a grant of $5 , 000 to get this 
going . Mr . Chairperson ,  how many people does it take to use up $5 , 00 0  if they are 
in receipt of welfare ? It doesn ' t  take very long . If you have those people that 
are cutting pul pwood out of work for two weeks or a month , then you ' ve spent the 
$5 , 000 in terms of welfare payments , instead of having people productively and 
creatively employed . So that ' s  the kind of situation that we face , those op
portunities have now been lost , have now been allowed to fall by the ways ide , and 
an attitude in the communi ties of real depression or a psychological state where 
they think , well they can ' t  do anything any more , because they had something going 
in the past . They were beginning to believe in themselves as peopl e ,  as in
dividuals ,  and as a community , that they could do things for themselves ,  and then 
we have the wi thdrawal of any support , or any assistance that was needed and the 
collapse of a number of these kind of operations . Now, Mr . Chairman , these 
operations are not always perfect ;  there is difficulty , and there is effort 
required , and the government has to be will ing to take a risk to do something . 

In remote communities and in the Indian-Metis communitie s ,  in ord er to provide 
this kind of opportunity - and sometimes the project has failed , Mr . Chairperson , 
and you have to realize that that is going to happen . But rather than take any 
risk at all , this government has just done away with this kind of program and this 
kind of project . All we have left is a special ARDA program that was in existence 
before , which gives assistance to fishermen and trappers,  and some for economic 
development act ivitie s ,  al though the way it ' s  structured , that most of those 
activi ties are from people outside the particular communities that are carrying 
those on.  And in relation to that , we have the Communities Economic Development 
Fund , which is basically an interim financier , or to give further assistance to 
the special ARDA program , and pretty well any o ther thrust , any o ther efforts of 
the province have been done away with . 

You had the Department of Mines and Resources , which made a real effort in 
t erms of changing the staff of that department from mere policemen of the 
resourc es to resource developers ,  to help people in the communities develop their 
own resources.  And this is how some of the pulp harvesting , some of the sawmill 
operations got under way , Mr .  Chairperson. Bu t ,  Mr • .  Chairperson , that kind of 
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ass istance ,  that kind o f  advice and financial backup is no longer available to a 
number of projec t s .  And s o ,  we ' re in a very unfortunate situation ,  where we have 
- and , Mr .  Chairperson , there was some , I suppose , b elief on the part of this Min
ister, on the part of the Conservative government , that somehow somebody else 
coul d take over some of those operations , run those operations , and we wouldn ' t  
lose the employment available . 

And the same kind of thing they ' re saying , Mr .  Chairperson , in regard to 
McKenzie Seeds . Wel l ,  we ' re not going to ensure that the j obs are still there , 
we ' re just going to privatize McKenzie Seed s .  And that ' s  what was done , Mr . Chai
rman , wi th a number of the small operations up north for providing employment for 
people in remo te communitie s .  We had the housing operation at Cranberry Portage , 
which was sold off to private industry and operated for about six months or so by 
private industry and then closed down ; and 30 to 40 jobs lost to people in the 
Wanless-Cranberry Portage communitie s .  

W e  had , i n  association with that , a cabinet-making o r  a Young ' s  Point Plant , a s  
it was called , employing fewer people , Mr . Cha irman .  But once again,  sold o f f  to 
somebody private , and a very short time thereafter closed down . We have the 
example of the Mistik Creek logger s ,  an operation started by the former 
government , first of all as a training program to train people in the logging in
dus try , and then a self-sustaining logging operation selling the product to Man
For , employing i f  my recollection serves me correct ly , anywhere from between 20 
and 40 people depending upon the season and the cut allowable in t erms of their 
sales to ManFor . And again , Mr . Chairperson , the operation sold o ff to private 
enterprise , privatized , and a year later closed down , again that job opportunity 
being lost to people in Northern Manitoba . 

We have the example of the Pukatawagan log milling operation . Mr . Chairperson , 
this was an operation that , in fact ,  did have to have some subsidy to be viable 
and some government support in terms of some purchases from that operation . And 
again, Mr . Chairperson , sold off and then closed down by the people that took over 
that particular operation. And we have the other operations that were just closed 
d own completely and not even an attempt made to sell them off or get somebody else 
to run them. 

Mr . Chairperso n ,  my favourite example of really of what you ' d  call mis
management , or poor planning , or failing to think into the future , was the sale of 
Minago Construction, a company who , after the assets of that operation were sol d ,  
and every possible deduction made after those assets were sold from the profit of 
that company , every possible deduction made to try and get it as close to zero as 
possible , the government still ended up with $30 0 , 00 0  in the ir pocket . A northern 
development project that employed people from remote c ommunities in Northern Mani
toba , mostly nat ive people , closed down , the assets sold off and $300 , 00 0  going 
back into general revenue ; $300 , 000 that could have been used to assist other pro
jects or to allow that project to keep operating . Again,  Mr . Cha irman ,  i t  
requires the co-operation between the various departments o f  government . Mr . 
Cha irman, this Minister and this government has fallen down completely . They have 
fallen down completel y .  They have passed over , dismissed , been unconcerned in 
terms of what happens to the people in the remote communitie s ,  because of their 
failure to take action , b ecause the reduction of the things that were being done 
in the past and forcing people on to a welfare state . 

Mr . Chairman , regardless o f  what other small successes this Minister might 
have , he has this serious failure , serious failure in Northern Manitoba hanging 
over hi s head , and he has to take the responsibility for it . In his previous res
ponsibil itie s ,  in this re sponsibility when he ' s  supposed to do something about 
manpower , he is the Minister responsible and he is the Minister responsible for 
the t errible failure and the suffering in Northern Manitob a .  

MR . CHAIRMAN : The hour i s  now 4 : 3 0 .  Committee rise . Call i n  the Speaker . 

The Chairman reported upon the Commi ttee ' s  deliberations to Mr . Speaker and 
requested leave to sit again . 

IN SESSION 

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Radisson . 
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MR . KOVNATS : Mr. Speaker , I beg to move , seconded by the Honourable Member 
for Emerson, that the report of the Committee be received . 

MOTION presented and carried . 

MR . SPEAKER : 
Resolution No . 1 .  

PRIVATE MEMBERS ' HOUR 

We ' re now in Private Members ' Hour . Proposed Resolution s .  
Order , order please .  The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge . 

RESOLUT ION NO . 1 - PETROCAN 

MRS . WESTBURY : Mr . Speaker , pursuant to Citation No . 415 of Beauche sne ,  
I ' m  wond ering i f  the Speaker i s  considering requiring that this motion be sep
arated for the purpose of voting . 

MR.  SPEAKER : Order , order please.  Until we get the resolution read , we 
don ' t  know what we ' re dealing with . 

MRS . WESTBURY : I was supposed to say that first . 

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Brandon East . 

MR . LEONARD S. EVANS : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I would move , seconded by 
the Honourable Member for Rupertsland that :  

WHEREAS PetroCan i s  an important organization available t o  Canadians t o  
d evelop petroleum resources ;  and 

WHEREAS PetroCan has demonstrated its ability not only to earn commerc ial 
profits but also to initiate exploration and d evelopment in new oil and natural 
gas producing areas such as the Labrador Shelf;  and 

WHEREAS PetroCan is now 100 percent owned by the people of Canada as a 
Crown corporatio n ;  and 

WHEREAS PetroCan has the potention to del iver "oi l at cost" to consumers ; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Legislative Assembly is of the view that 

Petrocan should not only remain a 100 percent Crown-owned enterprise but also 
be explanded :  

( 1 )  t o  become involved i n  future tar sands and heavy oil development ; 
( 2) to become the exclus ive importer of oil into Canada, arranging pur

chases from exporting countries and thereby cutting out "middleman" profits ; 
( 3 )to engage in production , refining and retailing operation s .  

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge . 

MRS. WESTBURY : Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . Pursuant to Citation 415 of 
Beauchesn e ,  I was wondering i f  the Speaker is intending to require that this be 
separated for the purpose of voting . I hope that ' s  the correct way to address 
that question.  

MR . SPEAKER : I have had a request from a member that this Resolution be 
d ivided , for the purpose o f  voting and possibly for the purpose of d ebate , into 
one or motions . At this particular time , I th ink perhaps I should take the matter 
under a dvisement and perhaps the member can come to me privately and make some 
suggestions on how they would like to deal with them. 

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Kildonan .  

MR . PETER FOX : O n  a point of ord er ,  Mr . Speaker . I wonder if it ' s  really 
necessary to take the motion under advisement . The honourable member has a number 
of procedures which he can utilize during debate , as well as making amendments 
which would suit her purpos e .  If the Assembly is prepared to d ebate the res
olution now, I think we should proceed . I cannot see any real technical problems 
in respect to what the member raise s .  
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MR . SPEAKER : The point raised by the honourable member is one that pro
bably is worthy of consideration . I am the servant of the House .  If there is 
anyone • • •  

The Honourable Member for Brandon East on a point o f  order . 

MR . LEONARD S .  EVANS : It ' s  just further to the point of order made by my 
colleague , the Honourable Member for Ki ldonan , and that is that if the Member for 
Fort Rouge is not too happy with this particular resolutio n ,  I believe it ' s  in 
order for her to amend it at some s tage , so you may wish to also consider that as 
one reason for not postponing the debate on this resolution at this time . 

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge . 

MRS .  WESTBURY : If I may speak to the point of order,  Mr. Speaker , I would 
be quite happy to proceed by way of amendment if one of the honourable members 
would agree to second my amendment . 

MR.  SPEAKER : The honourable member has a valid point in that respect . I 
think that it should not be too d ifficult for the honourable member . However , I 
am still • • •  The honourable member has had some indication that • • •  

The Honourable Member for Inkster . 

MR . GREEN : Mr . Speaker , speaking to the point of order , would it not 
facilitate debate if the honourable member proceeds . As I heard the Honourable 
Member for Fort Rouge , she said she wanted to know whether it would be separated 
for the purpose of voting . We are n ' t  at that stage and will not l ikely get there 
today . Between now and then , she will be able to find out whether she can get it 
amended or else speak to the question just be fore the vote is take n .  

M R .  SPEAKER : Is that agreeable to the honourable member? 
The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge . 

MRS . WESTBURY : Mr . Speaker , I ' m  quite happy for debate to proceed . I take 
it that you will be ruling on the matter of Citation 415 be fore the vote is taken? 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please .  If debate is allowed to proceed ; once debate 
is started , I have no opportunity after that to change the wording of the res
olution.  

The Honourable Member for Inkster . 

MR . GREEN : Mr . Speaker , I am certain that you can ' t  change the wording o f  
the resolution but the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge said - and I haven ' t  
checked the Citation - that you could separate it for the purpose o f  voting , imme
diately before the vote is take n .  And if you can do that , then your consideration 
as to whether you should do it could proceed after the debate . I am not certain 
of her sugges tion that that can be done , but if it can be done for the purpose of 
voting then you wouldn ' t  have to make that ruling until the vote came . 

MR . SPEAKER : If there are any further words of wisdom , I would appreciate 
them at this time . However , if there is no serious problem with that respect , I 
feel sure the honourable member can probably find someone to second an amendment 
purely for the purpose of rai sing an amendment for debate at a later stage . On 
that bas i s ,  I will allow the debate to proceed at this time. 

MOTION presented . 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please . 
The Honourable Member for Brandon East . 

MR . EVANS : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . Without question , this resolution , as 
it pertains to the existence and future of PetroCan,  the national oil company , 
owned and operated by the people of Canada , without question,  this is one of the 
most vital elements that we have today , as Canadians ,  in formulat ing a truly 
na tional oil policy in our country . It ' s  but one element of a national energy 
policy , I admit , but nevertheles s ,  it is critica l .  There is no question , Mr . 
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Speaker , that the security of crude oil supply in Canada is today our number one 
energy problem. 

A great deal has been said about the energy crisis but when we examine the 
situation in Canada ,  we must observe that we are indeed very fortunate inasmuch as 
we are blessed with a great deal of natural gas resources.  So much so that we 
seem to be able to afford an exportation of around 40 percent or more of our known 
resources,  or at least 40 percent on an annual basis of what we estimate to be our 
availability of natural gas .  And also we have many many supplies of coal , not 
only in Alberta ,  not only in Nova Scotia , but indeed our sister province to the 
west of u s ,  Saskatchewa n ,  I understand has a supply of soft coal whi ch , at the 
present rate of consumptio n ,  would last the consumers of that coal for a thousand 
years or more . So indeed we are blessed with much in the way of coal resources ;  
British Columbia as wel l .  

And indeed , a s  we i n  this province are well aware of,  we are endowed with a 
great deal of hydro-elec tricity , and of course it ' s  true of d evelopments in 
Ontario . Ontario is well supplied with electricity and certainly Quebec has dev
eloped very recently and is d eveloping the James Bay project . So we are re l
a tively secure in the supply of gas , coal , and electricity . 

Where we cannot be sure however ,  Mr . Speaker, is the future supply of crude 
oil .  Whether we would have enough crude oil to meet our needs from domestic re
sources in the future is something of a great question mark , particularly at a 
time when foreign crude oil supplies are becoming increasingly expensive and when 
their continued availability cannot be guaranteed because of international events . 

I am advised , Mr . Speaker , that today Canada imports close to 20 percent of its 
particular crude oil requirements and by 199 0 ,  according to present trends and 
unless vigorous steps are taken on energy conservation I presume , it is projected 
that Canada will need to import about 40 percent of its requirement s .  So, Mr . 
Speaker , this is a fast-developing serious situa tion , and particularly when we 
remind ourselves that crude oil is very vital for motor vehicle transportation . 

Given our dependence on foreign crude oil in the future and the prospects that 
we could be cut off from world supplies for political and o ther reasons , our oil 
supply is becoming increasingly vulnerable . And I suggest that we need early 
action and decis ive action in Canada if we are to achieve this self-sufficiency in 
crude oi l .  And such action ,  Mr . Speaker , must be based on an integrated eco
nonomic and industrial initiative , not only by the private sector and individuals 
but also by all levels of government . 

And I think therefore , this is where PetroCan fits in in a very very important 
way . PetroCan has the ability to help us achieve this self-sufficiency . There is 
an enormous job that has to be done and I am sure that PetroCan is that one in
strument that can enable us to ensure this additional supply in the future . It is 
supplementing the job that ' s  being done by the private sector and in fact it has 
taken ri sks where the private sector has been reluctant to become involved . And I 
believe it did take the initiative in the Labrador Explorations and i f  it wasn ' t  
for PetroCan perhaps there wouldn ' t  be the d evelopments that are now occurring in 
the Labrador shelf today.  

PetroCanada Limited can and should , along with existing companies , play a lead
ershi p role in achieving crude oil self-sufficiency in Canada and I believe that 
it can be obtained with good planning and good management in the years ahead . 

And therefore , this resolution , Mr. Speaker , urges the federal government to 
retain the essential functions of PetroCan as a national petroleum company and 
indeed to expand PetroCan so that it can be even more effect ive . I am suggesting , 
Mr . Speaker , that PetroCan should stay one hundred percent Crown owned . It should 
become fully integrated from coast to coast , involved in exploration, development , 
and production ,  right through to the refining and retailing stage . It should 
become the exclus ive importer of oil into Canada conducting d irect country to 
country deals with the exporting countries and cutting out middlemen where pos
sibl e .  

PetroCan should become heavily involved i n  future tar sands development , future 
heavy oil development , to deliver oil at cost or certainly at lower prices to our 
consumers,  eliminating the need to guarantee profits to mul ti-national corpora
tions to produce oil at world prices .  

We say therefore , Mr . Speaker , that PetroCan has a very important role t o  play 
in stimulating exploratio n .  We ' ve seen evidence of this and we believe that the 
existence and strengthened existence of PetroCan in the future will cause even 
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more exploration to occur . We favor PetroCan as an organization because it 
enables us to keep more profits from the oil industry in Canada .  

Indeed , Mr .  Speaker , one o f  the great difficulties we have today in terms of 
the value of the Canadian dollar is that so many d ividends and interest payments 
are now being made in the United States and elsewhere from foreign-owned cor
porations in this country . And unfortunately , the chi ckens have come home to 
roost . The foreign ownership of a great deal of our industry is now having a 
dampening effect on the value of the Canadian dollar by virtue of this outward 
flow of dividends and interest payments . 

So we say this is one step in helping us to kee p profits in Canada .  It cer
tainly gives the people of Canada a greater control over the industry in the 
future developments . In fact , Mr . Speaker , one of the serious problems we have is 
simply having insufficient information . Governments have insufficient information 
to assure themselves that there is adequate and proper development occurring . So 
it does give the public more information ; it gives the public more contro l .  

Certainly w e  are one of the few countries i n  Canada where the government plays 
a very minor rol e .  I would say this is unfortunat e .  In most countries ,  the gov
ernment , through its agencie s ,  through any s tate corporation , does certainly in
volve i tself more d irectly in energy d evelopment and energy pricing policies and 
all the economic aspects of oil and other types of energy development . So we are 
unusual in that respect , Mr. Speaker , inasmuch as we have our government play a 
relatively minimal role in this area . 

I think , in particular , oil has to be treated differently from other types of 
energy resources and indeed all kinds o f  resource s .  It ' s  a matter of national 
sel f security ; it ' s  a matter of sel f interest ; it ' s  a matter of national security , 
because of the very vital role that oil plays in the economic l ife of this 
nation .  So I think it is very fitting that the government of Canada play a more 
aggressive role in this whole area and I think i t ' s  very appropriate therefore 
that this Legislative Assembly support the idea of an expanded PetroCan and a 
strengthened PetroCan. 

I would hope that members o f  the Assembly would get up and support this part
icular resolutio n ,  Mr . Speaker , as we have laid it before you .  

Mr . Speaker , as I said previousl y ,  there are many elements to a n  energy policy 
and I 'm not suggesting that for one moment that this one Resolution ,  that this one 
entity , this PetroCan , this Crown-owned enterprise , is the solution to all of our 
oil supply problems . But I believe it ' s  an important step in that d irection . 

I would also reitera te ,  Mr .  Speaker , that so often when we talk about the 
energy crisis we don ' t  appreciate the fact that we are relatively energy-rich in 
Canada and perhaps particularly the Province of Manit oba ,  or the Province o f  
Manitoba in co-operation and in conjunction with the o ther provinces in the 
prairie region .  

A s  a matter o f  fact , Mr . Speaker , this is perhaps one reason why we ' re having 
some di fficulty in selling the output of Manitoba Hydro . We have Manitoba Hydro 
with excess capacity at the present time and we liave in a world of increasing 
energy shortages and it seems to be very much of an anomaly , that here we are in a 
so-called energy short world and that we ' re sitting on top of both developed and 
undeveloped hydro resources .  

But when we look a t  our immediate area , o f  course , the immediate market area 
being the prairie region of Canada ,  we see that we are l iving in this very very 
energy rich region of the world . And while I hope that we can sell some of our 
Hydro electricity to Saskatchewan and Alberta , I have to realize , as I guess all 
members of this House must real ize , that we are looking at potential customers to 
the west of us , who do have considerable supplies of relatively cheap coal re
sources:  Alberta which has abundant supplies of natural gas and which they can 
control as wel l .  And indeed , we ' re looking at , even in the case of oil from re
fineries ,  there are certain qual ities of oil that come out ,  heavy oil , bunker oil 
- I understand that come out of the refineries - that are very suitable for 
thermal generation and electricity , but of course are not used for the gasol ine . 
This is after the gasoline is produced in the cracking plant . 

So there is every indication that Alberta can proceed with the development of 
elec tric generation in that province by means of thermal resources ;  thermal gen
erated electricity as opposed to importing the hydro renewable resource electric 
energy from Manitoba. 

But the fact is, Mr . Speaker , it ' s  a matter o f  economics and I guess , pro
vincial self-interest . So I take this opportunity to say that I certainly do hope 
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that our Manitoba Hydro is successful in exporting hydro electricity to Alberta 
and perhaps to Saskatchewan. But I am not overly optimistic about the sale pro
spect s ,  in view of the fact , as I said , of the abundance of energy resources in 
these sister provinces o f  our s .  

A t  any rate , Mr .  Speaker , I appreciate that w e  are talking about a n  agency , a 
nation-wide agency , a federal agency , but nevertheless in view of the impending 
crisis in oil supply - and I think that it 1 s appropriate that this Assembly 
address itself to this particular issue and make i ts views known . 

So , therefore , Mr .  Speaker , I would urge all members of the Assembly to support 
this particular Resolution.  

M R .  SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for River Height s .  

MR . GARY FII110N : Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker.  In rising t o  address the motion 
of the Member for Brandon East ,  I have to wonder at the purpose of the motion.  I 
think i t ' s  obvious to all of us that the issue of PetroCan and i ts involvement in 
the energy industry in Canada ,  is clearly a federal decision , the member made that 
point , but in going over the point he indicated that in some way we can have some 
e ffect on it and I ' m  not convinced that there is any possibility for us , as a gov
ernment or as an Assembly , to take a position that is in any way going to change 
the mind or reinforce the purpose of the federal government , in dealing with 
PetroCan . 

Certainly the government made it a major plank in its recent campaign and 
certainly I think that there ' s  no doubt as to what i ts intentions are for PetroCan . 

I have to wonder at whether or not we are attempting t o ,  in some way , associate 
ourselves with a winner , given the results of the recent federal campaign. Take 
those results and bask in some reflected glory by associating ourselves with a 
policy that appears to be popular , more or less a "me , too " attitude ; gather 
PetroCan into our bosom immediately and show the people that we support it in all 
respects because obviously that was one of the things that was put forward as an 
issue in the federal campaign. And as such , I think it ' s  too broad an issue to be 
just dealt wi th in that way . 

I think it ' s  one that ' s  probably very much misunderstood , Mr . Speaker . I think 
that we ' re being faced with the kind of opportunity to make a decision such as 
when somebody says , have you stopped beating your wife .  If you answer yes , then 
in some way you acknowledge that you have at some time in the past , engaged in 
beating your wife .  If you answer n o ,  then the implication i s ,  that you intend to 
continue. 

It isn ' t  as s imple as that , Mr .  Speaker , and I hope that nobody i s  lulled into 
that s ort of a yes or no answer. Tell us immediately , are you in favour o f  
PetroCan o r  not? Based o n  a whole series of preamble s ,  which leads up to a rather 
questionable premise to begin with . 

Simi larly , does the motion imply , acceptance or rejection of the motion , imply 
that we believe that all aspects of PetroCan ' s  current operations are in the best 
interests of the majority of Canadians ? Or , having accepted that there is a role 
for PetroCan to play and perhaps what many of the things that it has done to date 
are in the best interests of the majority o f  Canadians , does it follow directly 
that by expanding its involvements , it will even better serve the interests of the 
majority of Canadians? 

I think it ' s  a little like saying if an aspirin cures a headache , should we not 
automatically take two aspirins . 

If we acknowledge , Mr . Speaker , that there is a role for PetroCan to play , if 
we recognize that any provincial government ' s  position can have little effect on 
the federal government decision, ul timately with respect to PetroCan , then this is 
only an indication of conceptual support , for PetroCa n .  And if that ' s  the case 
then I think we ought to be very certain as to the concept that we are support ing . 

For instance , the Member for Lac du Bonnet in his recent speech to the House , 
and I ' ll quote from Hansard lest I be accused of distort ing , it said : 

" And so , Mr . Speaker , I don ' t  mind pointing out if it was I that had to make 
the decisio n ,  that I wouldn 1 t need any more than one oil company in Canada and 
that oil company should be owned by the Canadian peopl e .  I have no hesitation 
whatever , Mr . Speaker , to suggest to you that there should be only one oil company 
in Canada and it should be owned by the people of this country , to provide a 
service in the energy field for the people of this country . "  --( Interj ection) -
Ye s ,  one farm ,  too , yes . 
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That ' s  the danger , Mr . Speaker , in address ing a motion o f  this nature . That 
members from that side may indeed have different concepts as to what we mean by 
support of PetroCan . And I think it ' s  incumbent upon us to de fine , very clearly , 
and to take it a part piece by piece and see just what of the motion is capable of 
being supported by all of us in the b est interests of all Manitobans . 

Because i t ' s  not a simply motherhood issue . All in favour stand u p ,  do you 
like or do you not like PetroCan? 

If we are talking about a monopolistic situation , Mr . Speaker , as the Member 
for Lac du Bonnet indicated , then of course that ' s  something that I cannot sup
port , because a monopoly of any sort is not a good s ituation , even in private 
business ,  indeed . 

If we are talking about an industry in which two or three giants have the con
trol of the en

.
t ire industry , then obviously that makes for a great many d if

ficul tie s ,  and that can lead as much to inflation as can governments and their 
expanded spending , no ques tion . 

But i f  on the other hand , Mr .  Speaker , we ' re being asked to replace the in
volvement of two or three giants with an involvement of a total government 
monopoly , then that ' s  just as bad , if not worse. We have a monster over which we 
have very little control . - - ( Interjection ) --

We have control once every four years and that isn ' t  enough , I ' m  afraid . Any 
business that operates on an analysis and a review once every four year s ,  Mr . 
S peaker , is certainly nothing that can be supported . - - ( I nterj ection ) -- Make it 
three year s ,  to the Member for Inkster . 

On the resource development side , let ' s  take a look at part of it . PetroCan ' s  
an important organization available t o  Canadians to develop pe troleum resources .  
Certainly tha t ' s  something that I think can b e  supported i n  large measure . I t  i s  
an important organization . It ' s  the l argest Canadian-owned company in the oil and 
gas industry in Canada. And the latest figures ,  the production of crude oil and 
natural gas l iquids amounted to 24 mill ion barrel s ,  making it the seventh largest 
in Canada ; and 144 b ill ion cubic feet of natural gas , the second largest in 
Canada. So it is an important organization . 

The second premi se of the motion ,  Mr . Speaker . PetroCan has demonstra ted i ts 
abil ity not only to earn commercial profits but also to initiate exploration d ev
elopment in new oi l and natural gas producing areas , such as in the Labradour 
Shelf.  

Well , Mr . Speaker , I think perhaps in many respects the question of pro
fitab il ity , certainly it has demonstrated in recent time s ,  a profitable situation , 
but we ' re at the beginning stages in which PetroCan yet , is operating with facil
i ties and operations that it has merely bought in recent times ; and they were pro
fitable prior to b eing purchased by PetroCan . They have continued to be pro
fitable in the short time in which PetroCan has been involved in the operation . 

I think , like any business or any indus try , we need a longer time to examine 
and fully appreciate the ramifications of those government interventions .  

About its involvement in exploration and development in the frontier regions of 
our country , Mr. Speaker . I think we have to examine that in a little more detai l .  

In all cases , o f  course , it ' s  been a partner i n  those activitie s .  It holds a 
maj ority interest in the renewed optimism of the Labrador Shelf.  It has been res
ponsible for continued exploration on the Nova Sc otia Shelf.  It ' s  a partner in 
Chevron ' s  initial Hibernian oil well discovery . In each of those cases i t  has of 
c ourse a minority interest and it is involved with other corporate partner s .  

Pe troCanada similarly , is presently a 1 0 0  percent Canadian owned corporation . 
I don ' t  think there ' s  any indication that there ' s  an intention to change that , Mr. 
Speaker , not on behalf of the present government . - - ( Interjection )-- No , I ' m  
sorry , but the previous Conservative government i n  Ottawa had plans t o  distribute 
a part of the shares of PetroCan ' s  d irectly to the Canadians . - - ( Interjection ) -
Woul d not have changed its Canadian ownership. Would not have changed its 
Canadian ownership ,  Mr . Speaker . - - ( Interjection ) --

Mr . Speaker , I th ink we have to examine the premise that PetroCan has the 
potential to del iver oil at cost , to consumers . Mr . Speaker , I think we have to 
examine the premi se of whether or not PetroCan has the potential to deliver oil at 
cost , to Canadian s .  At what cost? The cost is set currently by federal policy 
and I don ' t  think there ' s  been any demonstration or of any assurance in the deal
ings of a country-to-country bas i s ,  that the deals benefit the purchaser any more 
than the producer . --( Interjection ) -- At the end of my time , Mr . Speaker.  
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As I say ,  I don ' t  think it can be assured , or it has been assured in the past , 
that on a country-to-country basis there were any more benefits to the purchasers 
than there were to the producer s .  -- ( Interj ection ) -- What profits? 

Okay , let ' s  take a look at some Crown corporation s .  The post office del ivers a 
service at cost . The CBC delivers a service at cost . What advantage in profits 
do they return to the taxpayer of Canada? None whatsoever , Mr. Speaker. So 
there ' s  no automatic assumption that can be derived . --( Interj ection ) -- What is 
the meaning of del ivery at cost? What does it mean to you that the CBC del ivers a 
service at cost? --( Interjection ) -- What you know is what it costs the taxpayer 
in the final analys i s .  That ' s  exactly what you know about del ivering service at 
cost , when it ' s  a Crown corporation, you have absolutely no control whatsoever . 

Certainly , Mr . Speaker , when we look at the areas of PetroCan and its involve
ment in research and development and exploration , I think we can all acknowledge 
that there ' s  a role that can and is being played by the involvement of PetroCan. 

At the same time as there are private people being involved in the exploration 
industry , we also know that it ' s  not possible when you ' re dealing with inter
na tional companie s to direct the areas in which their exploration takes place . 

It ' s  also arguable I am sure , Mr . Speaker , that international companies ,  deal
ing in the field of exploration and development of new sources of petroleum , may 
not be able to look at the long t erm , and the long t erm and the investment wi th 
long-time payou ts , may be something that international companies are not prepared 
to make . Perhaps current pricing policies in Canada do not provide them with 
enough incentives . So there is a role for PetroCan , as a partner , to direct in 
exploration in certain area s ,  frontier area s ,  and I think it can be argued that 
PetroCan has had some positive e ffect in that area . 

On the o ther hand , Mr. Speaker , we ' re being asked to look - and an obvious one , 
and one that is mentioned in the Resolution - that PetroCan should become involved 
in future tar sands and heavy oil development . 

Well , Mr .  Speaker , I hasten to indicate that PetroCan is already heavily in
volved through ownership in the Syncrude Development , through ownership in the 
Alsands Development . We are involved in the tar sands and the heavy oil develop
ment of this country . And no doubt , Mr . Speaker , given the mass ive long-term 
costs that are there , it ' s  a wise move.  

On the other hand , Mr .  Speaker , what about its operation in the re fining com
mercial dis tribution side? I think that ' s  an area that ' s  open to debate . I think 
that ' s  an area in which all Canadians and all Manitobans woul d  rather have a 
l ittle more informatio n ,  would rather ask the question ,  was it worth the invest
ment of $1 . 4  bill ion , Mr . Speaker , to purchase Pacific Petroleum , to have us in
volved in competi tion in every corner service station in this country? I suggest 
not , Mr .  Speaker . I suggest to you that it ' s  a highly competitive field . 

There are many many many different retail operation s ,  and they control the 
costs in the marketplace . They ensure that we get oil and service at the least 
possible cost , and i t ' s  not PetroCan ' s  involvement that can or will determine any 
more surely that we are going to be getting oil at the lowest possible cost in the 
Canadian market place . 

I suggest , Mr . Speaker , that there ' s  no more justi fication for any government 
involvement in an industry and a market place unless the services provided are 
essential to life ,  or looked upon as a utility , or unless there isn ' t  fair com
pe ti tion wi thin the marketplace. 

At the moment , Mr. Speaker , I don ' t  want to suggest that there is nothing of 
value in the motion that has been brought be fore us . But I hope , Mr . Speaker , in 
examining it , that we can suggest that there are some things that aren ' t  exactly 
acceptable to all Manitoban s ,  and indeed to the majority of Canadians , and are not 
in the best interests of the majority of Canadians .  

On the o ther hand , Mr .  Speaker , I think that i t  i s  well for u s  t o  support those 
aspects of the Resolution that are supportable . 

Mr . Speaker , I would there fore move , seconded by the Memb er for Rhineland , that 
the motion be amended by deleting the entire second clause of the preamble and 
substituting the following : 

WHEREAS Petrocan has assisted a private sector in initiating exploration 
and development in new oil and natural gas-producing areas .  
Further , b y  deleting Clause 4 and replacing with : 

WHEREAS PetroCan is involved through joint ventures in future tar sands and 
heavy oil resource development . 

And deleting the balance of the Resolution , in its entirety and replacing with : 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that PetroCan should continue to be operated as a 
Crown corporation wi thin the framework of the Canadian oil industry , where i t  
can be demonstrated that the operations of PetroCan help to achieve the goal o f  
Canadian energy self-sufficiency through the efficient and economic development 
and supply of petroleum resource s .  

MOTION presented . 

MR .• SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet . 

MR . USKIW : Wel l ,  Mr . Speaker , the member indicated that he was prepared to 
answer a question at the end of his speech . I would now l ike to put the q uestion . 

If the member believes that the people of Manitoba don ' t  own Manitoba Hydro , 
Manitoba Telephone System and so on , why does that board report to a committee of 
this Legislature , in his opinion ; and why does his Cabinet , or our Cabinet , the 
Premier of this province , appoint a board of directors to run those utilities , i f  
h e  believed that that utility i s  not owned b y  the people of Manitoba? 

MR . FILMON: Mr . Speaker , I don ' t  think that I suggested that in my d is
cussion .  I 'm not sure where the Memb er for Lac du Bonnet came up wi th that 
assumption . 

MR . USKIW: Well , Mr . Speaker , the member indicated that the people of 
Canada would not own PetroCa n ;  that it • 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please .  Is the honourable member entering into the 
debate? Does the honourable member have another question? 

MR . USKIW : Well , Mr . Speaker , yes . In the member ' s  comment ,  to which he 
indi ea ted he was pre pared to answer a question on , he had indi ea ted that the 
people of this province don ' t  have control of their own utilities . And I simply 
ask him , if that is the case , why do those utilities report to the people of this 
province , to the Utilities Committee , and indeed why does the Cabinet appoint a 
board of d irectors? 

MR . SPEAKER : The Honourable Member for River Heights .  

MR . FILMON : Mr . Speaker , quite to the contrary . I did not say that , and 
i f  the member will examine Hansard when it comes out , I said there was a place for 
government involvement in public utilitie s .  

MR . SPEAKER : Are you ready for the question? The Honourable Member for 
Ste . Ros e .  

MR . A. R .  ( Pete ) ADAM : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I don ' t  have a copy of the 
amendment be fore me , but I hope that perhaps one will be forthcoming . 

Naturally ,  it ' s  going to emasculate the intent of the Resolution as presented 
by the Member for Brandon East . But this is not unexpected , Mr. Speaker , that 
such an amendment would be submitted by the government .  

Knowing their philosophy , and their hang-ups on anything being done collect
ively by the people , that is successful , is a no-no as far as the philosophy of 
this government goes . 

The Member for River Heights ,  in his opening comments , mentioned that the 
Resolution was , I think he said a "me too " .  You know, get on the bandwagon now. 
Get on with a winner .  Join the winner , in that the Resolution is supposed to • •  

He believes that the Resolution was presented since the election , and I would 
like to inform the member that the Resolution that was presented by the Member for 
Brandon East was presented to the Clerk and the Speaker , be fore the election . 

So , I think the Member for River Heights doesn ' t  understand what is taking 
place in the House , because the Resolution was there be fore the federal election 
took place . 

Now, another comment that I noted the Member for River Heights mentioned , was 
that he didn ' t  think this was a provincial matter . It came under federal j uris
dictio n ,  and that we as a provincial group did not have any influence in promoting 
or extending the role of PetroCan and pleading with the federal government , or 
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recommending that it do so.  Bu t I would ask him , what was his leader doing when 
tie suggested , in this Hous e ,  that he recommended that the price of energy - he 
recommended to the Clark government - that the price of fuel and the cost of 
energy rise to the world price as soon as possible? - - ( Interjection ) -- I am 
saying that he has said tha t .  He is quoted in the press as having said tha t ,  and 
tie said it in this House , that the price of energy should rise to the world level 
as soon as poss ible . That was his recommendation , Mr .  Speaker . 

So I ask the Memb er for River Heights , what was his leader trying to do? He' 
must have had some influence , Mr . Speaker . He must have felt that he had some 
influence on what was taking place inso far as his statements were concerned . And 
I presume that being of the same stripe and colour as the federal government at 
the time , he must have had some influence in formulating policy of the federal 
government to increase the cost of energy as soon as possible to the world price . 

Mr . Speaker , PetroCan , I want to support the - I am not going to support the 
amendment - but I am going to support the Resolution as presented by the Member 
for Brandon East . 

As I mentioned , Mr . Speaker , there are things in our society , in a society such 
as our s ,  a mixed economy , where the people can collectively do things better than 
the private sector. And this has been demonstrated insofar as hydro is concerned , 
inso far as our education system is concerned , insofar as our health del ivery 
service is concerned . 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please .  Order please .  The Honourable Member for River 
Heights . 

M R .  ADAM : Mr . Speaker , on a point of order , may I ,  for the edi fica tion o f  
the Member for Ste . Rose and o ther members opposite who have made erroneous refer
ences to the Premier ' s  statement of the energy pricing conference , read the appro
priate text from that statement : 

"Because in our view it is unfortunately necessary that • 

MR . SPEAKER : Order. Order please .  I ' m  s orry , the member has not got a 
point of order . 

The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose. 

M R .  ADAM : Mr . Speaker , we have demonstrated that we can deliver health 
s ervices much better collect ively than the private sector could . We have demon
s trated that we can provide a better education than the private sector can . We 
have demonstrated that we can provide a road system in our province ,  in our 
country , and I am sure that the Minister of Highways will back me up on that ; that 
we have provided a public automobile insurance second to none in Canada ,  Mr .  
Speaker , second t o  none. Not by my statement ,  Mr .  Speaker , but let ' s  take the 
report from Ontario , the report as tabled by a Conservative government of Ontario , 
which indicates that we have the most efficient , the best , and the lowest cost 
insurance in Canada. There are things that we can do collectively much better 
than the private sector. 

Now I have just outlined a few points that will prove what I am saying . There 
is no getting away from that . I think that PetroCan and the development of re
sources is another area that we can c ollectively do things better than fragmenta
tio n ,  duplication , and so o n ,  and I say that PetroCan is a very very important 
vehicle in the future of this country . 

Now PetroCan of course came about because of pressure , by New Democratic Party 
members in Ottawa , at a time , Mr. Speaker , when the Liberal government was in a 
minority position and needed the support of people like David Lewis and Tommy 
Douglas in order to provide a responsible government and conduct the affairs of 
our country . So , lo and behold , Petro Canada came into being as one o f  the price 
tags for support from the New Democrats , and we know what the Conservative govern
ment was going to do with that . They were intending to di smantle it . Fortunately 
the people decided to dismantle the Clark government instead . 

Mr . Speaker , we have an investment of approximately $923 million in PetroCah . 
That was our investment . And I know this bothers the Conservat ives because , you 
know , PetroCan has assets now ; that $923 million has now gone up to $4 . 2  billion -
$4 . 2  billion, Mr . Speaker .  And we have now assets valued at $4 . 2  billion < So I 
say to the members opposite that they had better take a broader look , not a 
narrow-minded blinker tunnel-type vision that we see most of the time coming from 
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members opposit e ,  and recognize that we have made tremendous advances in providing 
education collect ively , in roads and health services and many o ther things - in 
pu.blic auto insurance - that we can keep on doing these things where it should be 
don e .  

I ' m  not saying that everything has to be done collectively ;  I ' m  not saying 
that . I 'm saying that there are things where it is better for us to do that and 
this is one of them ; this is one of them . 

Mr . Speaker , the Tory proposal would have • • •  Well , we don ' t  know what their 
proposal was because w e ' ve had so many ; we ' ve had so many different proposa l s .  
The first proposal was to sell i t  outright , get rid o f  it , dismantle it . And then 
when the heat came on , when the pressure came on , wel l ,  they had to modify their 
position . I don ' t  know • • • I haven ' t  kept tabs on how many times they changed 
their position · but I know they have changed at least two or three times on 
PetroCan but the last one that I heard of was that individuals retain 30 percent . 
That was the proposal :  retain 30 percent . Individuals would be given 50 percent . 

Well , you know, it ' s  nice to receive something that you already own . You 
suddenly become a capitalist . You become rich. You have just been given some
thing that you already own . How ludicrous , Mr . Speaker , how ludicrous . Twenty 
percent would be available to the public through a share offering . Mr. Speaker , 
how many of these shares would end up in • • • Well , I believe they said that 
three percent would be the maximum that anyone could own . But I say I think we 
could start a little company here on that side of the House or on this side of the 
House , whereby we would own quite a block of share s ,  Mr . Speaker , collectively . 
We would own quite a block of shares .  

I would dare say ,  Mr .  Speaker , that the day after those five shares were given 
to everybody . I could go down to the pub ,  Mr . Speaker , and buy up quite a few 
shares .  I could buy up quite a few shares in the pub , Mr . Speaker , for people who 
needed a few bucks to buy a case of beer . And I am sure the Member for Minnedosa 
would know that because he goes to the pub once in a while . I thought he went 
last night , by the way . Listening to him in committe e ,  I thought he had been to 
the pub during the supper hour . 

Mr . Speaker , a horrendous plan . The five shares would be given to every 
Canadian over eighteen years of age , Mr .  Speaker , and individuals still in in
cubation or still in the mother ' s  womb , I ' m  not sure they wouldn ' t  be given any 
share s ,  but those who are born would , in eighteen years - they would have to wait 
eighteen years to get their shares ,  Mr . Speaker , - but anyone born after that 
would not be entitled to any of those free shares , anyone born after that . And 
the cost , the commission cost , the distribution cost o f  distreibuting these 
share s ,  these five shares to these people , all the people who are over eighteen 
years of age and all those people who would have to wait up to eighteen years to 
get their shares , would amount to about $125 million in transfer costs , in com
miss ions and so on , to whoever does those transactions . 

So it was a horrendous proposal ,  Mr . Speaker , but that ' s  the minimum that the 
Conservatives could live with because they couldn ' t  save face any other way. That 
was the only way they were able to save face on what they had originally proposed . 

Mr . Speaker , we at the present time produce about 1 .  9 billion barrels of oil 
per day and , Mr . Speaker, • • •  No , Mr . Speaker , I retract that statement ; I want 
to say that we require 1 . 9  billion barrels per day and that we produce approx
imately 1 . 6  billion barrels per day . So we have a short fall of approximately 
300 , 000 barrels , which is not that great of a shortfall . It ' s  enough ; you know , 
it would be better if we had our ent ire needs provided by Canada but . • • 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please .  The honourable member has five minutes . 

MR . ADAM : Thank you .  Mr . Speaker , the Conservative proposal was that 
after taxing the Canadians , gouged out of the farmers ,  gouged out of the fisher
men , gouged out of small business ,  gouged out of indus try ; after $90 billion of 
taxes and ten years down the road , we would be self-sufficient but we would be 
s till importing , according to the Conservative s ,  250 , 000 barrels per day . In 
other words , all our programs of energy , conservation , and extending pipelines to 
Quebec City and further east , we would only be advantaged with those programs by 
50 , 000 barrels . And I would say , Mr .  Speaker , that wasn ' t  good enough ; it wasn ' t  
good enough . 

There are ways that we can use PetroCan to improve our position , to become 
self-sufficient , and I say , Mr . Speaker , that over the years that we should 
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gradually have these foreign companies Canadian owned , whether we have them divest 
themselves so that this money can remain here , perhaps ten percent per year , and 
over a period of years that these companies become Canadian owned . 

That is the minimum requirement because in five years time , Mr . Speaker , I 
don ' t  care which government it i s ,  whether it ' s  a Conservative government , a 
Liberal government , or a New Democratic government , the people will be clamouring 
that we national ize those companie s .  They will be demanding that we do it and we 
will have no choice but to do it five years from now . Because the transfer of 
payments out of Canada in dividends will be so massive that it will throw our 
balance of payments out so badly that we ' l l  have to come to grips with that 
question . 

Mr . Speaker , I see that it ' s  5 : 3 0 .  Perhaps I could • 

MR . SPEAKER : Order please , order please . The hour being 5 : 30 ,  when this 
subject next comes up the honourable member will have three minutes time left . 

MR . ADAM : Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : The hour being 5 : 30 , I am leaving the Chair , and the House is 
ad journed and stands adjourned unti l  2 : 30 tomorrow afternoon. ( Thursday)  
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