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 Tuesday, April 26, 1977 

BUDG ET DEBATE 

MR. SPEAKER: The HonourH ble Member for Lakeside. 
MR. ENNS: Thank you,  Mr . Speaker .  I r i se with some pleasur e  to par t ic ipate once ag ain  i n  a 

Budg et Speech debate. I have made it a pr actice to, i n  the cour se of my year s  i n  this leg islatur e  to, 
whet her pr epar ed or not, but to spea k . I n deed , Mr . Speaker, in the tr adit ion of that honour able 

g entleman whose seat I now occup y, the for mer Member for Lakeside, fr om the seat of my pants, and 
wi thout the aid of too many notes, and often not as pr epar ed as a per son m ig ht oug ht to be when he 

ris es to s peak .
Mr . Speaker, I want to ind icate to you, S ir, that I' m speaki ng d ir ectly to you , because you , Sir ,  of 

cour se ar e the most i mpor tant per son in this Chamber, and it  bother s  me not a l ittle bit, that as we' ve 
exper ienced thr oug hout this par ticu lar Session, the vast r ow of empty benches of honour able 
member s  opposi te, we r ec og n iz e that they have mor e  pr ess ing th ing s  to do, such as l i ke worr y ing 
about the next election .  So we'v e become accustomed to the fact, whether it's i n  Committee r ooms 
wher e  it' s  the opposit ion that has the five or six member s  pr esent, but fai l i ng to find the quor um,  the 

g over nment has to scurr y ar ound to look for neg lig ent member s  to fi l l  that q u or um .  As I view the 
many empty seats opposite ton ig ht it doesn't bother me in the least to make those par ticu lar 
comments that I th ink  ar e wor thwh i l e  making, and that despite the comments of my honour able 
fr iend,  the M i n i ster of Mi nes and R esour ces in  th is House,  to the ever lasti ng cr edit of my for mer 
leader ,  Duff R ob l in ,  who intr oduced the Hansar d  i nto th is House, - we had a l ittle arg ument about 
tr anscr iption pr oceed i ng s  i n  th is  House, - let it be known, Sir ,  that it was the Conser vative 
adm i n istr ation under the leader sh ip  of Duff R ob l in  that thoug ht it was wor thwhi le to have whatever 
we say tr anscr i bed for poster ity in th is House, and so, Sir, to that si lent aud ience,  I am q uite pr epar ed 
to make my few r emar ks. 

Mr . Speaker ,  let me say one other th ing ,  that th ing s  and t imes do chang e, and I' m the fir st one to 
r ecog n ize that l i kely we wi l l  not see this House in its same l ig ht ag ain ,  that we wi l l  not see it  c ast in the 
same r ole ag ain, that i ndiv idual  member s  wi l l  be cast in d i ffer ent r oles and the whole complexion of 
this House wi l l  in fact, be d iffer ent. I just make that as a passi ng comment for those member s  of the 
four th estate that fr om time to time deig n  us with their pr esence to view the pr oceed i ng s  of thi s
Chamber .  I s imply want to make that comment, that what we see today wi l l  n ot, what we see d ur ing 
the Session wi l l  not occur ag a in  ever, ever . 

So per mit me to make a few i ntr oductor y  comments that I would l i ke to g et off my chest, for 
i nstance, as a r u le I feel better motivated if I have the oppor tu nity, as I 've had on the odd occasion i n  
this Chamber ,  t o  fol low, for instance, some stirr i ng r emar ks a n d  speeches b y  t h e  House L eader ,  the 
M i n ister of M ines and Natur al R esour ces, that have a tendency to have you know, my adr enal i n  to 
flow a l ittle faster , but I r ecog n ize this chang e, and I 'm br eak ing that patter n . I am now fol lowing the 
i ntense r emar ks of none other than the Attor ney- Gener al ,  which I haven't had the pr iv i leg e  of doing 
too often in this Chamber .  Befor e  I leave my fr iend, the Honour able' the House L eader ,  let me be 
among the fir st at l east, to congr atu late him on what I bel ieve he is ach ievi ng as a r esult  of this 
Session, namely that he wil l  ach ieve a long held desir e, a g oal that he has never lost sig ht of, that of 
o ecoming the Leader of h is Par ty. He wi l l  of cour se become so, as L eader of the Offic ia l  Oppositio n ,
b u t  nonetheless, I t h i n k  he w i l l  b e  an excel lent L eader o f  t h e  pposit ion.  I see in  h is  behaviour a n d  h is  
action d ur ing the cour se of  th is Session,  i ndeed his r estr ai nt, now I can't r eal ly attr ibute that to the 
Ottawa pr ogr am of the AI B pr ogr am. e absents h imself fr om committee meeti ng s wher e  he is  pr one 
to g et i nvolved in  violent arg uments because that r eal ly doesn't help h is  i m ag e  when he is ,  as he has 
never ceased to f ig ht the battle  for leader sh ip  of his par ty. He has become a ver y  moder ate " smal l  c" 
conser vative with in  the NDP , and deser ves Par ty and wi l l  undoubted ly to become the next leader of 
that par ty and I ,  S ir ,  wish to g o  on publ ic  r ecor d  as being among those, among the f ir st to 
acknowledg e  that and congr atu late h im because, S ir ,  whi le  the Fir st M i n i ster has made some 
com m itment about maybe stay ing ar ound for a while should h is g over nment w in ,  he has made 
absolutely no commitment as to staying ar ound if they should lose. 

A MEMBER: That' s  r ig ht. 
MR. ENNS: Ther e  ar e a few of us on this s ide of the House that have some commitment to making 

sur e  that they wi l l  lose. So, ther efor e, I th ink my r emar ks ar e not entir ely out of keep i ng .  As a matter of 
fact, I th i n k  that they ar e close to bei ng dead-on or, as the Member for Chur ch i l l  would say, "R ig ht 
on ." 

Mr . Speaker ,  I wou l d  l i ke to dea l  r eal ly with sever al issues ton ig ht. The latitude that is extended to 
me under the r u les . of the debate that we ar e now eng ag ed i n ,  which ar e as wide as those that we 
enjoy u nder the Thr one Speech Debate, has become patently obvious, Mr . Speaker ,  that the position 
that we wi 1 1  face as we move towar ds the election, whenever it takes place, that the r esponse fr om the 
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g over nment, to whatever we s ay on th is s ide, to whatever we s ay on th is s ide, wi l l  be " it's part and 
parc el of the ' b ig l ie' ." it 's the " big l ie" tec hn ique that is being attr ibuted to us , to what ever pos it ion we 
tak e  and, in par tic ular , to whatever pos it ion my Leader tak es .  

A MEMBER: They s hould k now. 
MR. ENNS: Wel l  now, Mr . Speak er , in addit ion to that, poss i bly ther e  is the attempt bei ng made by 

honour ab le members oppos ite t o  paint us in a par t ic u lar ly hypocr itic al pos it ion as t o  s tatements 
ma de by my Leader and posi t ions tak en by my par ty. 

Well, let me deal with that latter q ues tion firs t. Mr . Speak er. the ques tion of hypocr is y. Y ou k now, 
the other nig ht , S ir , when the Honour able Member for St. Johns - who is not pr es ent, I w is h  he wer e  
bec aus e I do not l ik e  to s peak of any member in  h is abs enc e but I c annot be faulted f or t hat if he is not 
ther e - when he i n d ic ated t o  us and attempt ing to cr eate a degr ee of d ivis iveness with i n  our gr oup 
about, beg i nn ing to extol the vir tues of my immediate pas t  leader .  Wel l ,  S ir ,  that has t o  r ank among 
the heig hts of hypocr is y. 

A MEMBER: Sick . S ick . 
MR. ENNS: lt r eal ly has to r ank among the heig hts of hypocr is y. Sir ,  the t ime is not that far d is tant 

that thos e  of us oppos ite r emember the k ind of sc or n  and abus e  that was heaped upon my i mmed iate 
pas t  le ader and,  I mig ht add the Leader of the L iber al Par ty. I wi l l  even g o  one s tep furt her ,  S ir ,  the 

k ind of r ac ial abus e  that was heaped upon us when the Firs t M i n is ter r eferr ed to t hem as s hys ter 
lawyers, bar efoot boys fr om R iver Heig hts ,  g old- dus t twi ns ,  th is k ind of g ar bag e. Now, if you want to 
• a lk about th e heig ht of hypocr is y c om i ng, emanati ng fr om one Honour able Member f or St. Johns ,  
now exto l l i ng the v ir tues of the Member for R iver Heig hts as that gr eat leader that we onc e  had, then , 
S ir ,  s ur ely the heig hts of hypocr is y have been sc aled . Have been sc aled . And not by us , S ir, but by 
honour able members pr es ent. 

Y ou k now, Mr . Speak er , I want to, to thos e  few members her e  and to you, S ir ,  let you in on a l i tt le 
s ecr et that us Tor ies have always k nown . I n  fac t, s ome members oppos ite wi l l  r ec al l ,  i t  was a s oc iai 
occ as io n ,  a g ather ing that we had n ot s o  long ag o, s pons or ed by th e Hote lmen's Ass oc iat ion ,  I 
b el ieve, or s ome s uc h  event, wher e  I took the occ as ion in the levity of the even ing to point out s ome of 
the d i ffer enc es ,  you k now, r ec og n iz ing that ther e  is s omet i mes d iffic u lty i n  r ec og n iz ing d i ffer enc es 
between L iber als and Cons er vatives .  So I poi nted out s ome of the wel l-k nown differ enc es .  For 
i ns tanc e, Cons er vatives always c lean their paint br us hes , L iber als r ead al l  the books that ar e banned 
by ever ybod y  and Cons er vatives for m c ommittees and r ead them as a gr oup and went on to a few 
other th ings l ik e, Cons er vative boys tend to marr y Cons er vative g ir ls but want to date L iber al g ir ls 
bec aus e  they feel they ar e entitled to a bit of fun firs t and th is k i nd of th ing .  But the r eal test that us 
Tor ies have always k nown and it 's a s ur e-fir e tes t  of i mmediately es tabl is h i ng a Liber al, it does n't 
matter what walk of l ife you want to walk i nto, the i m med iate tes t  is - it c an happen to a c as ual c ab 
dr iver or bel lhop i n  a hote l ,  or jus t  a c as ual s tr ang er .  Y ou wi l l  identify yours elf t o  h i m  as a 
Cons er vative and he' l l s ay, " We l l ,  you k now, g ee, you k now, we th ink you f el lows have r eal ly g ot a 

g ood th ing g o ing for you but,  m ind  you ,  you' ve g ot to do s omething about your leader . "  Y ou k now, 
that's always the tr ue tes t  of a L iber al an d the L iber als have s ucc ess ful ly att ack ed s ucc ess iv e 
Cons er vative leaders over the pas t  40 years and have been fair ly s ucc ess fu l  at it . 

Now I m us t  add to that gr ouping namely the NDP who have now obvious ly adopted t hat tec hn ique 
as a c ampaig n  s tr ateg y i n  ter ms of my leader .  l t  gr ieves them,  Mr . Speak er ,  to r ec og n ize that des pite 
the fac t  that maybe they wer e  r u bbing their hands with s ome g lee or enjoyment about d iffic u lt ies that 
Cons er vatives g et t hems elves i nto fr om t ime to t ime,  r ec og niz ing that it is n' t eas y  to c hang e  leaders 
m id-c ours e, it leaves sc ars - we hope that mos t  of them heal and they ar e hea l ing .  But I am s ur e  that 
what is r eal ly bother i ng honour able members oppos ite is the r ec og n it ion,  and it was appar ent e ven 
las t  s ess ion when the Honour able Member fr om R iel was our ac t ing leader i n  th is Hous e, u nder the 
leaders h i p  of our pr es ent leader ,  it is mor e  appar ent today that the honour able members oppos ite for 
the firs t t ime i n  s ome years ar e faci ng a c ohes ive oppos it ion gr ou p , ar e fac i ng a gr oup that s tands 
fu l ly ,  s quar ely beh i nd their leader and,  Mr. Speak er , when the Honour able Member for St. Johns 

r ec og n ized that i n  h is c omments ,  he s ays ,  " Now, Mr . Speak er ," and I quote fr om Pag e  24 23 of 
Monday Hans ar d  las t, " Now, Mr . Speak er ," . . .  Mr . Speak er , I' m tr y ing to f ind the plac e  . . . . " And 
that 's the d i ffer enc e, ther e  is a d i ffer enc e between the two i ndeed," and he's s peak ing about the two 
leaders , "the pr es ent Leader of the Oppos it ion tr u ly r ef lec ts h is own c auc us ." Wel l ,  Mr . Speak er , what 
better s ituation c ou ld  you have. What better s ituation c ould you have, to have a leader tr uly r eflec ti ng 
h is c auc us . What better hope, what better ambition is ther e  for us to r ec og n ize th at we ar e ,  i n  fac t, 
walk i ng i n  tandem as c auc us members and wi th our leader .  -( Inter jec ti on) - Oh yes , we ar e ver y  
del ig hted w ith . . .  we ar e ver y  del ig hted , we ar e ver y  del ig hted . 

Mr . Speak er, what is c onc er n i ng honour able members oppos ite is that a l l  of a s udden they 
r ec og n ize that my leader has qu iet ly but fir mly tak en c ontr ol of the par ty, has the s uppor t  of h is par ty 
and of h is c auc us and,  obvious ly ever y  week , ever y  month, the i ncr eas ing s upport of thous ands of 
Man itobans .  Thous ands of Manit obans .  And that, Sir , is not an id le boas t, that is a s tatis t ic al fac t  as 
bor ne out by the gr owi ng members h i p  of our par ty. -(I nter jec tion)- Mr . Speak er, I am not tr y ing to 
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convi nce myself. 
Th e Honour able Attor ney-Gener al ,  as h e  was speaki ng ,  pr ior to the supper hour adjour nment, 

made a few statements that I would li ke to now take some i ssue wi th and that deal wi th the questi ons 
that I wanted to r aise dur i ng the cour se of thi s  debate. He made a ki nd of phi losophi cal statement, 
whi ch I always appr eciate comi ng fr om a fel low poli ti ci an because I beli eve that i n  this Chamber we 
do spend too li ttle ti me i n  sor ti ng out the d i ffer ences of phi losophy and too much time i n  worr yi ng 
about admi ni str ative pr ocedur es for whi ch we assu me he h ir es people and i s  charg ed wi th staffi ng 
the depar tment, competent depar tment to do th ose adm i ni str ati ve thi ng s. But sur ely i t  i s  our job h er e  
to sor t  out our phi losophi cal di ffer ences and to so pr esent them to people,  come an election ti me,  
that they can make an i ntel l ig ent ch oi ce. 

Mr . Speaker ,  the Attor ney-Gener al i ndi cated th at one of th e gr eatest sati sfactions th at h e  h ad in 
pub l ic  ser vi ce was th at it g ave hi m an oppor tu ni ty to dir ect -I don't th ink he used the wor d , but 1 wi l l  
use i t  wi th the l icense th at I h ave - to i mpose on our people a g oal ,  an objective that he h as i n  mi nd or 
th at h is par ty h as i n  mi nd .  Now, Mr . Speaker, I m ust tell you one of th e gr eatest satisfactions th at I 
have i n  poli ti cal li fe is that I h ave absolutely no desir e to i mpose on th e people that I r epr esent speci fi c  

g oals and objectives that I may have i n  mind and that is a fundamental d i ffer ence, th at is a 
fundamental di ffer en ce. Because you see, Sir , th at means th at my posi tion and the posi tion of the 
Conser vative Par ty wil l  constantly evolve as ti me d ictates, but I don't h ave a doctri ne t ied down to 
some speci f ic date. I don' t  have a doctri ne tied down to some par ti cu lar dog ma. I don' t  h ave a 
doctri ne  ti ed down to some pr e-conceived concepti on of wh at I th ink  th e wor ld ough t to be and wh at I 
thi nk society oug ht to be. lt is a fundamental di ffer ence. I don't see th at as a fai l i ng and I welcome th e 
oppor tuni ty at any ti me to make that d iffer ence known to h onour able member s  opposite duri ng th e 
cour se of an elect ion.  

Mr . Speaker, let me j ust deal  br iefly with th e Honour able Attor ney-Gener al .  He used - and th e 
Attor ney-Gener al oug ht to be a l ittle mor e  cauti ous about th is because h e  is th e Chi ef Mag istr ate of 
th is  pr ovi nc e, the Attor neyGener al of th is  pr ovi nce. He,  for in stance, cal ls it a big l ie  when we say th at 
our per sonal i ncome taxes ar e among the h igh est or the h ig hes t or wer e  th e hig hest as of last Fri day 

i n  th e . Pr ovi nce of Manitoba a s  compar ed to the r est of Canada. Well, let's examine  i t. Is  i t  a b ig l i e? 
Now, h e  went on to say, "I f you take i n  Med icar e, i f  you take i n  thi s, if you take i n  th at. " Th at is co

i ncidental . Does i t  make the fact that per sonal i ncome taxes i n  Mani toba ar e th e h igh est -
( I nter jecti on)- No, but you'r e calli ng i t  a big li e .  And for som eb ody comi ng fr om outside and looki ng 
at th e pr ovince fr om an i nvestment poi nt of vi ew and taki ng the Table of Income Tax Deductions, and 
th ey see that they'r e  g oi ng to have to pay th eir employees 10 per cent or 6 per cent or 8 per cent or 15 
per cent mor e  than anywher e  else -( Inter jection) - Th ey may not, i f  th ey take th e ti me as th e 
Attor ney-Gener al does and l ooks at some of the benefi ts th e state bestows on th em i n  th e Pr ovi nce of 
Man itoba, as well th ey shou ld .  I 'm  not arg u i ng th at. I' m only maki ng the statement, Mr . Ch air man , 
that it i s  not righ t. lt is not fair - to use a statement that th e Mi ni ster of M ines and Natur al R esour ces 
li kes me to use fr om time to ti me, " lt's not fair . "  i t' s  not fair to call my Leader ,  to call my Par ty 
pr omoter s  of big li e, wh en we state the s imple tr uth th e th at our per sonal income taxes ar e among th e 
hig hest, if n ot the hig hest i n  the countr y. lt happens t o  be tr ue. 

Th at's f ine, but now you'r e sayi ng ,  " Okay, but wh at ar e we doi ng for you?" -(lnterj ection)
Oka y, b ut I 'm n ot say ing th at.  If y ou w antt o cal l  us f orom is si on th at's something else. If y ou w an t  to 
say we're n ot9 iving y ou th e fu l l  pi ctur e that's somethi ng el se, but why I 'm telli ng you i t  is not tr ue. Th e 
fact of the matter i s  our taxes ar e th e high est. - ( I nter jecti on) - I 'm sorr y. Wel l ,  as of Fr iday by two
tenth s  o f  a point, fi ne.  Th at's fi ne. 

MR. SPEAKER: Or d er please. The Honour able the Mi ni ster of M ines. 
MR. GREEN: Wh en the honour able member r eads Hansar d  and h ear s h is statement ag ain, " Our 

taxes ar e the hig hest , "  w i l l  h e  under stand wh at this side has been complain i ng about? Because th at i s  
wh at i s  r eferr ed t o  a s  t h e  " big li e . " 

MR. ENNS: Y ou' l l  h ave to tr y i t  ag ain .  That' s  fi ne. I' m s imply stati ng th at th e statements th at 
appear ed ,  wh eth er th ey appear i n  newspaper ads or wh eth er th ey appear i n  election mater ia l .  

Wel l ,  Mr . Speaker ,  our per sonal i ncome taxes ar e th e h ig hest. 
Mr . Speaker ,  I s imply say th at ther ei n  li es cer tai n ly a d i ffer ence; cer ta in ly a larg e d i ffer ence. 
Mr . Speaker ,  when honour able member s  opposi te l ike to r ehash hi stor y  and l i ke to sugg est th at 

ther e  was, you know, not j ust a smi dg en of compassi on for the h uman condit ion exi sting pr ior to 
1969 . Y ou know then let me tell you th at th er e wer e  th ousands of Man itobans that h ad fr ee Medicar e  
i n  1960. Ther e  wer e th ousands of Man itobans th at h ad Phar macar e  i n  1960. Th er e wer e  th ousands of 
. . .  - ( I nter jection)-Rig ht. Okay. We ar e tal ki ng about the degr ee. l t  then becam e  i ncumbent . . .  
-(I n terj ecti on) - Th ey want to say dr agg ed i n  and yes, because i t  wasn't p la nne d  to ou r l i ki ng. lt 
wa sn't plan ned to our li k ing .  - ( I nter jection) - No,  we said people under cert a in i ncome d idn' t  have 
to pay. Didn't h ave to pay, r igh t? But th en,  don't say, as the for mer M i ni ster of Touri sm and 
R ecr eation,  now th e Mi n ister of Consumer and Co-oper ative Affair s, l i kes to bleed al l over us once i n  
a wh i le  and say th at hi s gr andfath er was ber eft and lost ever yth i ng because he cou ldn 't pay a medi cal  
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b i l l .  That happens to be utter garbage and utter nonsense. 
Mr . S peaker, the question of Autopac that the Attor ney-General l i kes to chal lenge me on, let h i m  

chal lenge me on that posit ion .  I bel iev e  that w e  hav e  said that with i n  m inutes o f  pass ing o f  the b i l l ,  
that the part icular change-around cou ld  not and would not occur. One doesn't unscr amble an egg . 

We hav e  also said ,  and we wi l l  do as Pr emier Ben nett is try ing to do i n  Brit ish Columbia, i ntroduce 
the element of competit ion i nto Autopac, not as the Attorney-Gener al l i kes to ascr ibe to us in h is  " bi g  
l ie " tactic,  not t h e  " big l ie" tactics that you are spr ead ing  ar ound t h e  pr ov ince, say ing that Autopac 
wi l l  be abo l ished ,  that Medicar e  w i l l  be abol i shed , that Phar macare wi l l  be abol ished, that is the " b ig 
l ie" , that is the " big l ie ."  But if you th i n k  for one m i n ute that I wi l l  not  tr y,  as one member ,  to r ed uce' 
because I am paying 80 per cent more for Autopac now than I 'v e  ev er paid i n  my l if e. Ev er paid i n  my 
l ife. And I ,  as a rur al resident, that has to spend 48 hour s  to get a f ender fixed, where bef ore it nev er 
took me two hours .  -(I nterj ecti on ) - Y es,  it does. Y es it does. -(I nterj ection)- O h ,  oh,  oh . 

MR. SPEAKER: Or der please. 
MR. ENNS: . . .  you know not wher eof you speak. After a l l ,  from t ime to t ime . . .  
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. ENNS: . . .  Mr . Speaker, it has been known that I hav e  run i nto s low mov ing fre ight trains,  and 

I 'v e  had my ti res f ixed. I d idn' t  hav e  to take a day off from the farm to br ing my car i n . l j ust got it  f ixed 
and phoned my agent, so if I ascr ibe forty or f ifty dol lars worth my day, I 'm suggesting that I 'm pay ing  
a g reat deal more f or Autopac than I 'v e  ev er paid before. But, Sir , that's f ine ,  we' re not suggestin g ,  
a n d  I m ust also ind icate to the Honourable Attorney-Genera l ,  he is possibly r ight, it's v ery 
q uestionable,  it' s  v er y  q uestionable because th is is part of the scrambled egg, whether any priv ate 
i nsurance company would want to come back i nto the bus iness, on what, a four ye ar basis? 

A MEMBER: Who i n  their  r ight m ind  wou ld want to . . .  
MR. ENNS: Who would want to come back? But don't accuse us of the '' b ig l ie" ,  don't accuse us of 

changi n g ,  you hav e  so alter ed the situat ion that some th ings ar e i rrev ocable, and this i s  l i kely one of 
them. So, Mr . Speaker ,  f or us s imply to r ecognize that, for us si mply to recogn ize it, if you want to cal l 
that hypocrisy, if you want to call that change f or pol it ical . . .  then go ahead and do that. 

M r. Speaker, let me deal with the most maj or and the most serious charge that honourable 
members opposite, aided and abetted by none other than the Honourable Member f or R ad isson on a 
dai ly basis ,  let me deal with the " big l ie" of Man itoba Hydro that is being lev el led against us.  M r. 
Speaker, fi rst let me tel l  you ,  ther e  is no l ie .  What there is is a v er y  serious d iv ision of op in ion .  -
(I nterj ect ion)- That' s  f ine. That's fi ne .  I accept that. I j ust want the Honourable M i n ister of 
R enewable R esources to know that led by people l i ke Mr. Bateman and others, they sat in my office 
for two years, for three years, saying,  " Harry, there is on ly one to go in South I ndian Lake, that is for 
the high lev el d iv ersion .  Ev ery hydr o engineer that I hav e  under my command," this is M r. Bateman 
speaking to me face to f ace, "Ev er y  hydro engineer ," - and he went with me, he toured with me,  
spent two days with me at  South I ndian Lake, we spoke to the people, explained to them why we had 
to go for a h igh lev el d iv ersion ,  that was Februar y  of 1969 .  -(I nterj ect ion)- That doesn't matter . 
What I' m saying is, that was the considered credi ble i nteg rity-r iddled adv ice that was g iv en ,  the 
unswerv ing opin i on ,  as the Member for Br an don West says, that was g iv en by ev ery hydr o eng ineer 
i n  1969 . 

A MEMBER: Changed their m inds now. 
MR. ENNS: I n  1969 .  R ig ht? And in fact, so pr essed, M r. Speaker, so d i l igent, were sen ior hydr o  

personnel and management about that posit ion, that they i mpressed u pon me t he importance of 
br i ng ing  i nto this Legislature a b i l l ,  and I now admit that it  was a mistake bri ng ing i n  that b i l l ,  because 
that put a d i fferent question to people here, but S ir ,  - (I nterj ection)- Mr . Speaker ,  it was not my 
decis ion .  i t  was not my decision to flood South I nd ian Lake or ask f or l i cence at 869 (?) it  was Hydro 
management that asked f or it . Hydr o management, today headed by one M r. Leonard Bateman,  who 
was second or thir d  in  command at that t ime, of the plann ing d iv is ion.  - ( l nterj ection)-

No,  th is happens to be f act, gentlemen . O kay, the ba l l  game changes, pol itics get m ixed u p  i nto i t ,  
and we now hav e  a new gov ernment come in ,  and they place d iff er ent condit ions and different 
constraints on the consider ations to be taken by those same engineer s. Mr . Speaker ,  there has been 
no attack on the i ntegr ity of those engineer s. These engi neer s  hav e  faced a d if ferent set of 
c i rcumstances, and hav e  come up with a d ifferent plan,  hav e  come u p  with a plan i nv olv ing Lake 
Wi n n i peg R egu lation .  Now, M r. Speaker ,  the differ ence is th is - that we contend that had a d if ferent 
sequence of dev elopment been f o l lowed , there would hav e  been X number of sav ings. 

Now, Mr . Speaker, I want to i nv ite honour able member s  opposite, they can cal l  my Leader " the big 
l iar",  they can cal l  us the " b ig l ie" ,  but I want you to know that as you'r e  doing i t  you 'r e  also cal l i ng o ne 
D. L. Campbell  a l i ar, a scurri lous scoundr el ,  and I want that statement, I want an NDPer to stand u p  
on ev ery platfor m -(I nterj ection)- No , you'r e  saying i t .  N o ,  n o ,  I 'm sorr y ,  it  is t h e  Fi rst M i n ister that 
cal led D. L.  Camp bell a scurr i lous scoundrel ,  a liar and a bastard. -(I nterj ection)- Y es, yes. I want to 
assu re honourable gentlemen opposite, if there is reason for conf idence radiat ing our  faces, it's 
because we see, r ad iat ing to us, that 10 per cent of the Li ber al v ote j ust automatical ly s l id ing  ov er to 
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u s, and s l id ing away fr om y ou .  Mr . Sp eaker ,  I wasn't p art of th e gover nment at t he ti me th at th e 
admi ni str ati on changed , and Sir ,  t he one thin g t hat my pr edec essor i n  t hi s  seat, t he H onour ab le Mr . 
Campb el l  most cert ai n ly has left an i ndelib le i mpri nt i n  t he mi nds of Manit ob ans, i s  t hat ( a) th at h e  
had . . .  

A MEMBER: Forty- seven y ear s in  thi s H ou se. 
MR. ENNS· . . a tr emendou s  amount of i nte grity in t er ms of sp endi ng th e pub l ic  dol lar t o  th e 

p oint t h at we b eli eved it t ook a y ou ng f el low an d a new opp osit ion un der th e leader ship of one, Duff 
R ob li n. t o  bri ng Manit ob a  i nto t he 20t h Century i n  t er ms of sp endi ng an d exp ansion of gover nment ,  
as memb er s  oppo sit e ar e pr one t o  p oint out fr om ti me t o  ti me. And t he Memb er fr om St . Matth ews at 
least nods his h ead and r ecogni zes it . 

But ' Sir ,  I want t he honour ab le memb er s  at least t o  ack nowledge thi s one th ing .  Y ou see th is  i s  
why we ki nd of ch ort le wit h a cert ai n amou nt of glee every ti me t he Memb er fr om R adisson get s  up t o  
att ack u s  on t he qu esti on of t he bi g Hy dr o  li e. H e  i s  att acki ng D .L.  Campb el l .  

MR. SPEAKER: The H onour ab le Mi ni st er of M ines st at e h is matt er of pri vi lege. 
MR. GREEN: Y es, Mr . Sp eaker .  The matt er of pri vi lege i s  si nce my honour ab le fr iend made a p oi nt 

of menti oni ng it, and a p oi nt of su ggesti ng t hat it was some r ef lecti on on memb er s  her e, let it b e  not ed 
t hat t her e ar e mor e  N ew D emocr at s  i n  th e H ou se t han t her e ar e Conser vati ves. 

MR. SPEAKER: Th e H onour ab le Memb er f or Lakeside. -( I nt er jecti ons)- Or der p lease. Or der 
p lease. The honour ab le memb er h as fi ve mi nut es. 

MR. ENNS: Mr . Sp eaker ,  it' s a moot p oi nt .  If once dur ing th e cour se of th is Sessi on t her e ar e i n  f act 
mor e  N ew D emocr at s  i n  t hi s  H ou se t han Conser vat ives , t hen sur ely I wi l l  g ive t he H on our ab le 
M ini st er every occasi on t o  make honour ab le menti on of it . Becau se, Sir , it h as o n ly happ ened once. it 
has on ly happ ened t oni ght .  That' s b ecau se my fri end, t he H onour ab le Memb er fr om Mi n nedosa, h ad 
a damn good tur key di nner o n .  

However ,  let m e  get b ack t o  t he bi g li e t echniqu es t hat honour ab le memb er s  opp osit e ar e t alk ing 
ab out wit h r esp ect t o  Hy dr o . -( I nt er jecti on)- That' s fi ne. We'r e not su ggesti ng t hat it is a b ig l ie .  We 
ar e su ggest ing t hat t her e was an alt er nat e  cour se of act ion avai lab le t o  y ou. -( I nt er jecti ons)- But 

y ou 'r e  say ing it i s  a bi g l ie.  Wel l  -( l nt er jecti on)-
A MEMBER: No, no,  no .  Y ou can t alk  lat er .  
MR. SPEAKER: Or der p lease. 
MR. ENNS: Mr . Sp eaker, y ou know th e Honour ab le Mi ni st er, t he Fir st Mi ni st er p art icu lar ly, l i kes 

alway s  t o  di vert u s. And t her e i s  some ju stifi cat ion i n  it wh en he t alks ab out t he changi ng ener gy 
valu es not on ly i n  t h is cou ntry but ar ou nd th e wor ld .  And cert ain ly, Sir ,  a lot of t hat t ook p lac e with th e 
event of OPEC, when al l  of a su dden over ni ght ener gy valu es trip led fr om $3 .00-y ou know, a cru de 

b arr el t o  $ 10.00 and $ 12 .00 a cru de b arr e l .  
But now, Mr . Sp eaker , i f  anyt hi ng, noth ing has b een said t oday .  I f  t he deci sion was made b ack i n  

1971-72 ab out b alancing t he r esour ce valu es t hat h ad t o  b e  sacr ifi ced t o  pr odu ce th at ener gy , can 
h onour ab le memb er s  opp osit e  t el l  me, can th e Mi n ist er of R enewab le R esour ces t e l l  me, th at th at 
scrub pi ne ,  t hat mar g inal  t imb er has trip led i n  valu e, t hat fur has tr ip led i n  valu e, th at f ish have trip led 

i n  valu e? Cert ain ly th ose r esour ce valu es h ave st ay ed t her e. If t her e was a qu esti on i n  1969-1970 as t o  
wh at can we do, wh at can we sacrif ice i n  t er ms of eco logy and r esour ces f or t he sake of ch eap 

p ower? I admit th er e  was a seri ou s  qu esti on th er e. Y ou made y our decisi on .  Y ou sai d , " We can't 
aff or d t o  r ai se th e level of Sout her n  I n di an Lake mor e  t han 847, 850 maxi mu m ." All ri ght , th at 's a 
deci si on t hat y ou made. Al l  t he su ggesti on t hat I am maki ng t oday i s  t he r at ionale f or maki ng th at 
decisi on ,  if anyt hi ng ,  has weakened since th e event of OPEC. 

N ow th at we ar e now looking and y ou ar e now comp ari ng our Hy dr o r at es with Pr ince Edwar d  
Is land, wh er e t hey shovel coal, or t hey imp ort every gal lon of oi l fr om abr oad, fr om Ar ab cou ntri es, i n  

f act, our f or estry pr ices h ave gone down. Our fi shi ng pr ices have gone down. And fur s oth er t han a 
volati le i ndu stry i s  d ict at ed by f ashi on .  Al l  I' m sayi ng i s  th e r ati onale f or t he fu l l  ut i liz at ion of th e 
Chur chi l l Ri ver Di ver si on i s  gr eat er t oday t han it ever was . N ot b ecau se I am sayi ng it , but b ecau se of 

t he ener gy situ ati on i n  t he wor ld ,  b ecau se of th e cart el t hat is  cr eat ed by OPEC, b ecau se of t he pri ces 
th at we have t o  p ay f or i mp ort ed ener gy . 

Mr . Sp eaker ,  honour ab le memb er s  opp osit e want t o  t al k  ab out th e bi g li e with r esp ect t o  Hy dr o. I 
want t o  welcome th em t o  it . Y ou have managed t o  r ep lace t hat month ly p ol l  t ax Medi car e  pr emiu m  
with a Hy dr o  pr emiu m,  and if y ou want t o  slur . if y ou want t o  call my f or mer pr edecessor i n  th is  Hou se 

t he bi g l iar, if y ou want t o  r id icu le hi m as a high school math emat ici an ,  go ah ead and do it . Y ou 'r e  
welcome t o  it . Y ou'r e welcome t o  it . 

If y ou want t o  convi nce cur li ng club s t hat ar e closed f or six mont hs of t he season with b ar ely a 60 
watt bu lb bur ni ng, but th ey 'r e  b asically p ay ing a $500 or $600 Hy dr o b i l l  every month duri ng th ose 
c losed mont hs and y ou can convi nce th em t hat t hey ar e not p ayi ng any mor e  f or hy dr o , go ah ead and 
do it . Y ou know, y ou f al l  i nt o  th e most -b ecau se essent ial ly y ou ar e al l  bur eau cr at s  at h eart , y ou ar e 
al l  bur eau cr at s. I ju st sat b ack i n  utt er amazement as Hy dr o  bur eau cr at s  wer e  exp la in ing t hi s  t o  u s. 
Y ou know, I quit e fr ankly want ed th e H onour ab le Memb er fr om Mi nnedosa t o  wit hdr aw hi s 
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re solu tion on the que stion.  I don't want t o  tal k ab ou t it in here . Th&re is e nou gh tal k goi ng on i n  e very 
coffee shop. i n  e very town,  i n  e very com mu nity, i n  the Pr ovi nce of Man itob a. T he more y ou te l l  u s  that 
Hy dr o  r ate s have n 't change d, that' s  f i ne ,  that's f i ne. that's f ine . N o, that' s  p ar t  of the b ig l ie ,  that's p ar t  
of the b ig l ie, that's p ar t  of the b ig l ie .  You ju st tell my l ittle commu nity i n  Warre n, and I have the 

f igure s. L ast July t he commu nity skating r ink i n  Warren p aid $18.43 i n  Ju ly f or Hy dr o  r ate s. They are 
going to be aske d  to p ay $546 this July . N ow, if y ou th i n k, and I' m p osit ive the Me mber f or St. 
M at the ws has a s im il ar u nder stand ing ,  if y ou t hi nk that y ou are going to ge t that p ast those har d
nosed f ar mer s i n  Warre n and say that that's f air ,  the n y ou want to f ight that ele ction on that b asis
( I nter jec tion)- Fight it! Only bri ng it on ,  br ing  it on now, br ing  it on ,  be cau se it is u nbel ie vable . As 1 
said bef ore there is i mbue d i n  y ou a le m m ing-l i ke de sire to defe at y our sel ve s  and y ou are doing i t .  
Y ou are doing it .  And the su gge stion of the b ig l ie s imply isn't wash ing .  Be cau se f i nally the ch ic ke ns 
are coming home to r oost. Y ou see be cau se ,  Mr . Spe aker, it wasn't ju st ye sterye ar that we tal ke d 
ab ou t th is .  lt was over ye ar s  that we have talke d  ab ou t it .  Bu t now the b i  li s are com ing home to r oost. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onour able Me mber 's t ime is up . The H onour able Me mber f or Ste . R ose .  
MR. A.R. (Pete) ADAM: Thank y ou very mu ch,  Mr . Spe aker . The honour ab le me mber who has ju st 

sp oke n  al way s  amu se s  me i n  h is  very ar t icu late way . He is a very ar t icul ate and pr ol if ic spe aker . 
U nf or tu nate ly ,  he d idn' t  say an awful lot bu t ne ver thele ss be that as it may ,  I woul d l i ke to be g i n  my 
comme nts, Mr . Spe aker , by referr ing  to y ou ,  S ir ,  and to th is Asse mbly a matter which I consider to be 
of e xtre me i mp or tance .  l t  is i mp or tant, S ir ,  not only to the pe ople who are d ire ctly affe cte d, bu t to the 

pr ovi nce as wel l .  it effe cts my constitue ncy and some of the people , qu ite a fe w pe op le ,  who are 
e ar n ing  the ir l ivel i hood fr om what I wish to discu ss at the mome nt .  

Mr . Spe aker , the pr odu ction of f ood has  al way s  bee n of very pr i me i mp or tance to th is  nation and it 
is r ightly so that is i t  shoul d be . And I be l ieve , Mr . Spe aker , over the many ye ar s  that we have bee n a 
nation there have bee n m i ll ion s  of doll ar s, m i ll ions of dol lar s  have bee n spe nt on re se ar ch ,  pr ogr ams, 
sub s id ie s, in  our constant que st f or che ap f ood , e conomic f ood, to fee d our p opu latio n .  And, et 
cour se, I am referr ing to agr icu lture , which is one of our very b asic indu str ie s. it is cer ta inly a very 
i mp or tant indu stry to our nation i n  our b al ance of p ay me nts and f or the i ncome and a ge ner ation of 

e conomy i n  this cou ntry . 
H owe ver , Mr . Spe aker , there is one se ctor i n  our f ood pr odu ct ion i n  our e conomy that, i n  my 

op in ion ,  has bee n totally or al most totally ignore d .  I wish to refer to our fre sh water i n lan d  f ish i ng. 
This has bee n a ne gle cte d  indu stry f or as l ong as I can re cal l . 

Mr . Spe aker, I bel ie ve I gre w  up in the bu s ine ss.  I gre w up i n  the f ish i ng indu stry . As I said ,  Mr . 
Spe aker, it is a ne gle cte d indu stry . This indu stry , which is an i mp or tant p ar t  of Manitob a's e conomy ,  
I bel ie ve woul d not be i n  the situ ation that i t  i s  if e ve n  only a fr action of the amou nts of money that 
have bee n spe nt on agr icul ture , and no one I bel ie ve wi ll be gru dge this.  If on ly a fr action were spe nt 
on the f ish ing  indu stry , I bel ie ve that it woul d be in  a mu ch be tter and more viable p osi t ion .  i t  i s  true 
and I mu st congr atu late the M i n ister of Re ne wable Re sour ce s  f or h is  eff or ts to br ing ab ou t some 

be tter me nt i n  the f ish pr odu ct ion of th is pr ovince, the fre sh water f i sh. Bu t,  S ir ,  it is f ood pr odu ct ion 
and i t  shou ld be of nat ional concer n .  it  shoul d be of nat ional concer n .  Mu ch of the pr odu ction in  the 
we ster n pr ovince s  is e xp or te d  and it also affe cts our b al ance of p ay me nts. I bel ie ve that it is ti me that 
we l ooke d  at the f i sh ing indu stry in the same way or the same l ight that we l ook at agr icul ture . lt is a 

b asic,  pr imary pr odu ction; we shoul d l ook at it i n  the same manner as we l ook at l ive st ock pr odu ction 
and agr i cu lture . 

Mr . Spe aker , f or instance ,  what has happe ne d to the f ish pr odu ction on Lake Winn ipe gosis? l t  has 
de cre ase d  to an al l- t ime low wh ich ne ce ssitate s  dr ast ic  action on the p ar t  of the Dep ar tme nt of 
Re ne wab le Re sour ce s  i n  the f orm of s ome k ind of a . . . to try and f ind a solu tion on how to incre ase 
the pr odu ction, some f or m  of action which amou nts to a p ar tial  closure . Mr . Spe aker , a de ci sion was 
made b ack in the e ar ly '70 s- I bel ie ve it was 1973- in an eff or t  to try and assist the f ish p opul at ion to 

rep opul ate and incre ase in that Lake ,  a de cis ion was made to incre ase the g il l  ne t me sh size fr om 4-
i nch to 4-% i nch in the hope that th is woul d all ow more f ish to mature and sp awn and in that way ,  with 
other me asure s, to br ing  ab ou t a h igher p opul ation of those more valu able spe cie s  and thereby 
in cre ase the income to those pe ople i nvol ve d  i n  that indu stry , more i ncome f or the Pr ovi nce of 
Man itob a, more pr odu ct ion f or e xp or t. more e xp or t  f or our b alance of p ay me nts. 

Mr . Spe aker, I was invol ve d  in some of the discu ssions with the f isher me n , with the M i n ister of that 
p ar t icu lar t ime, and at one of the e ar ly mee t ings that I atte nde d , Mr . Spe aker , I su gge ste d  that if th is 
were ne ce ssary - I  re al ize d  that some th ing had to be done - I  su gge ste d  that we shoul d have a f ive 
ye ar p hasing ,  a f ive ye ar p hasi ng-in of a per iod f or the i ntr odu ction of the lar ger me sh on that 
p ar ti cu lar l ake .  My p osit ion on th is p o i nt has not change d. I sti ll hol d  to th is p osit ion today and I am 
stil l hop ing that this me thod of p hasing-in will be adop te d  r ather than changi ng over in the per iod of 
o ne ye ar bec au se I bel ie ve that a comple te change over wou ld cre ate a very f i nancial har dship f or the 

f i sher me n in vol ve d  i n  this p ar t icul ar f ishery . I feel that if it is not p ossib le to have a f ive ye ar p hasing
i n  per iod, the n  I woul d sub mit ,  S ir, that we will have to l ook at or come up with a pr ogr am f or some 
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typ e of comp ensation f or th ose wh o wi l l  b e  dep rived of th e i r  i ncome. I wou ld exp ect, Sir ,  th at in th at 
event, th e Federal Governmen t  woul d p art icip ate, or sh ou ld p art ic ip ate, in such a p rogram b ecau se, 
Mr .  Sp eaker, I certai n ly condemn th e Federal Gove rnment f or th eir  lack of concern f or th e- not only 
in th is  p rovi nce-bu t f or a l l  f resh water in lan d  f ish ing in th e western p rovi nces. I th i n k  th at th is  is one 
of g rave concern to no t only mys elf but to Man itob a  and to many f ish ermen wh o derive th e i r  
l ivel ih ood f rom f resh wat er f ish . 

Mr .  Sp eaker, we h ave h eard th e t i rade f rom th e Memb er f or Lakeside and I woul d l i ke to tu rn my 
attention now to my h onou rab le f riends in  th e Conservative Opp osition .  Y ou know, Mr. Sp eaker, th ey 
wou ld h ave u s  b el ieve th at un less th ere is tax re l ief f or some Man itob ans ,  ou r p rovi ncial  economy is 
on th e verge of coll ap se. Th at is wh at th ey contend.  Mr.  Sp eaker, we ag ree. We agree th at th ere are 
Man itob ans wh o do need tax rel ief .  We b el ieve th at th ose with relatively low incomes need tax rel ief 

bu t,  as usu al, M r. Sp eaker. f or th e Conservatives it is too l i tt le and too late. it 's b usiness as u sual f or 
th e Conservative Party . 

Y es, Mr. Sp eaker, we agree th at th ere is need f or tax rel ief .  We h ave known th at f or qu ite some time 
and th eref ore, we enacted th e Prop erty Tax Credit Plan as a f orm of tax rel ief b ased on i ncome. Th is 

p rogram wi ll aff ect th e income of al most 100 mi l l ion f or Man itob ans th is  y ear. Th e p rogram rel ieves 
72 p ercent of th e old aged p ensioners f rom al l sch ool tax es last y ear. Th e p rogram th is y ear wi l l  
rel ieve almost 40 p ercent of ou r p ensioners of a l l  p rop erty tax th is y ear bu t it sh oul d b e  clearly noted 

- I  know th at th e p eop le of Man itob a  h ave not f orgotten, I h ave mentioned it every y ear,  I h ave even 
named th e memb ers wh o voted agai nst th is p rog ram every y ear, I don't i ntend to g ive up of my ti me to 
mention th eir  names agai n bu t it sh ou ld b e  clearly noted th at every Conser vative, every Conservative 
i n  197 4 voted against th e Prop erty Tax Credit Program. Every Conservati ve in th e Legi slatu re voted 
against it, Mr. Sp eaker. And, Mr.  Sp eaker, we d id  th is in sp ite of th em; we d id th is in sp ite of th em.  
Th ey are now say i ng Man itob ans 11 eed tax rel ief . H ave th ey ch anged th e i r  minds? H ave th ey really? 
Wou ld th ey off er tax rel ief to l ow i ncome earners, woul d th ey? - ( In terjection)- Y es, woul d  th ey? I 
ask y ou .  A y ear ago ,  th e act ing Tory Leader annou nced i n  th e H ou se th at a Conservative government 
wou ld im mediately ab ol ish th e Prop erty Tax Credit Pl an.  And it's th ere i n  th e record f or any 
Man itob an to see. l t  is th ere. 

A MEMBER: Th at's not in thE: record . 
MR. ADAM: I n  f act, Mr. Sp eaker, not on ly d id  h e  say th at th ey woul d ab ol ish th e Prop erty Tax 

Cred it Pl an, bu t it would b e  a matter of f i rst p riority, th at would b e  one of th e f i rst th ings th at th ey 
wou ld do. 

A MEMBER: i t' s  only a vote gett ing g immick .  
A MEMBER: Th at' s l i ke b it ing off y ou r  nose to sp ite y ou r  f ace. 
MR. ADAM: H owever, M r. Sp eaker, one migh t  assu me th at th e new Tory l eader, or sh oul d  I cal l  

h im a chu rch mou se f rom Sou ris-K il larney or th e monkey f rom Sou ris-K i ll arney .  I know th at h e  u ses 
th ose words in th is h ou se f reely and gets away with i t  b ut I don't th ink  I sh ou ld do th at, M r. Sp eaker, 

b ecau se I h ave more resp ect t or h is constituents. I h ave more resp ect t or th e constitu ents of Sou ris
K i l larney th an to ref er to th e H onou rabl e Leader as a monkey or a chu rch mou se or a dog or a son-of
a-dog or any th ing el se. 

H owever, th e new l eader tell s th e p eop le of Man itob a  th at h e  now accep ts such social istic ideas as 
Au top ac, h e  accep ts th at very social istic  p rogram su ch as p remiu m  t ree Medicare; h e  accep ts 
Ph armacare now and we ju st h ear d th e Memb er f or Lakeside say ,  "Oh , we're not going to do away 
with it, no way . N o  way ." H e  migh t  even accep t  our  Cost of Liv ing Cred it t or l ow i ncome earners 
al th ough h e  h asn' t  said it. H e  accep ts our Critical H ome R ep ai r  Program. Wh atever did we do- I 
know we'r e  good, M r. Sp eaker, we're good-b ut I d idn' t  th i n k  th at we were th at good th at we coul d 
take, wh at I consid er and wh at th e Conservative Party considered was an ul tra righ t-wi nger and make 

h im a lmost now a let t-wi nger. We mu st h ave a great deal of i nflu ence. I say ,  M r. Sp eaker, h ow sh all ow 
is th is  p osit ion? Y es, th ey h ave f i nal ly f ou nd some p eop le wh o need tax rel ief and wh o are th ey , M r. 
Sp eaker? Y esterday, th e Tory Leader told u s  th at h e  a Conservative Government woul d p rovide tax 
rel ief t or th ose wh o h ave estates worth more th an $500,000.00. Th at is th e p eopl e wh o are h is p ri ority .  
Th at is th e p eop le th ey th i n k  need tax rel ief .  A Conservative Government woul d  p rovide tax rel ief t or 
th ose wh o receive g if ts valu ed at more th an $6,000.00. Th ose are th e ones th at th ey woul d z ero-in  t or, 
y es s i r. I see th at I h ave got th em cackl i ng now, M r. Sp eaker. Th ey wou ld p rovide tax rel ief t or min ing  
comp an ies. Th at's a mu st, th at' s a must accord ing to  th e Conservatives. 

M r. Sp eaker, in some y ears duri ng 1960 wh en th e Tories were in off ice, it cost th e taxp ay er of 
Man itob a  more to p rovide services and incentives to m i n i n g  comp anies th an th ey got b ack i n  tax es. 

A MEMBER: Th at was real ly a good p rog ram , wasn' t  it? 
MR. ADAM: Th at is th e p eopl e  th at th ey say sh oul d b e  gett ing th e tax rel ief .  I woul d l i ke to know 

wh o was p ick ing up th e tax es, wh o was p icki ng up th e tab to p rovide th ese i ncentives and th ese 
concess ions to th e min ing comp an ies . We are now coll ect ing more th an seven t imes as much 
revenu e f rom th e mi n i n g  comp an ies as th e Conservatives d i d  i n  1968. Th e comp an ies and th e i r  Tory 
mou thp iece h ave decided th at th at's too much, th at' s f ar too much .  So a Conservative government 
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wou ld give tax rel ief , th ey wou ld g ive tax rel ief to th e m in ing  i ndu stry ,  Mr. Speaker, i n  p la in E ng l i sh, 
e ven so th at a Conservative wou ld u nderstand, is th at some people wou ld b e  tax ed so th at th at tax 
money cou ld  be g iven to mi n i ng compan ies .  Th at is th e ph i losophy . Th at is th e people th ey are 
speaking f or wh en th ey say th at th ere sh ou ld b e  tax reli ef. We f inal ly h ave th e tru th . We f inal ly h ave 
fou nd ou t th e tru th . Th e rich wil l b e  rel ieved f rom pay i ng tax es and th e poor mu st. 

A MEMBER: Th at's th e old Conservative posit ion .  
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. ADAM: Mr. Speaker, th ey wou ld take u s  b ack to 1968 wh en Manitoba h ad th e h igh est inco me 

tax i n  Canada. We n ow h ave th e f ou rth lowest. Th ey wou ld take u s  b ack to 1968,  wh en we h ad th e 
s ; cond h igh est Medicare premiu m  in Canada, today we h ave none. Th e th i rd h igh est sales tax i n  
Canada,  today w e  h ave th e lowe st,  and th e th i rd lowest hy d ro rates in Canada, today i t  is th e second 
lowest. 

Mr. Speaker, CFI , not on ly d id  th ey f orce international r ip- off h ardest on th e tax pay ers of th is  
prov ince, bu t th en th ey tu rned arou nd and th ey say ,  " We d id  not  do it ." N ow th ey tu rn arou nd and say ,  
" We did not do i t . " Th at is th e depth , M r. Speaker. 

M r. Speaker, th e oth er day we h ad a v isitor. We h ad a visitor  on ou r f arm. I don' t  know if I h ave h is 
cal l i ng  card . lt' s  a b lu e  card , h is cal l ing card. We h ad a visitor  and we were ab sent at th e t ime and so h e  
lef t  h is cal l i ng  card, and h e  said ,  " I  dropped in  to ask f or y ou r  su pport." Th e f i rst step f orward to a 
common- sense governmen t  in Man itob a. Let's h ear i t .  Th at's good . R igh t on .  Th e f i rst step f orward to 
a common- sense govern ment. 

M r. Speaker, I h ave already ou t l ined to y ou th e common- sense approach of th e Conservatives. I 
h ave al ready g iven y ou some ind ication of h ow common-sense th ei r approach was to th e prob lems 
wh en th ey were in  off ice. -- ( I nterjection)-- Wh at is commonsense, I ask y ou ,  S i r, to enter i nto an 
ag reement with a bu nch of i nternational swi ndlers, h igh way robb ers, and a leader, one of th e main 
part ic ipants in  th at deal ,  sits th ere at  th e f ront of th at b ench over th ere -- h e's one of th e main 
part ic ipants wh o si gned th e or ig i nal docu ment. Is  th at common sense, I ask y ou? He was one of th e 
masterm inds b eh ind th at d eal .  Was it common sense, Mr.  Speaker, f or th e Conservative Government 
to ch arge $ 204 f or Med icare premiu ms, a h ead tax f or a f am i ly ,  was th at common sense? -

( I nterject ion)--
Was it common sense to recommend th e redu ction of th e f arming popu lat ion fr om 36 ,000 to 

20,000? Was th at th e common sense th ey talk ab ou t? Is th at th e common sense th at th ey were talk ing  
ab ou t? I ' m  talk ing  ab ou t y ou r  TE D R eport B ib le. Th at's wh at I' m talk ing ab ou t.  Y ou r  B ib le ,  wh ich y ou 
kneel to. 

A MEMBER: Haven't y ou read it? 
MR. ADAM: Th at's th e altar y ou kneel to. And y ou wou ld do it artif ic ia l ly .  Th ey wou ld do i t  

artif ic ia l ly if it d idn 't h appen by itself . 
A MEMBER: N o , h e' s  not a memb er of th e Tory Party .  He doesn' t  kneel to . . .  
MR. ADAM: I s  it common sense to ignore th e seriou s  needs, was it common sense to ignore th e 

needs f or ex tended care h omes i n  ru ral areas of th is prov ince? Was th at a common- sense approach? 
-- ( Interject ion)-- N o. N o  way . Wh at ab ou t sen ior c it izens' h omes. Th ere wasn' t  one i n  my 
constitu ency .  -- ( lnterjection)--

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
MR. ADAM: Mr. Speaker, was it common sense not to provide a provi ncial pension su pplement to 

th e aged? Is th at common sen se? Th at is wh at th ey stood f or. Was it common sense to ignore th e 
d isrepa i r  of th e h ou si n g  stock in th is province? Was th at co Program on sense? Wh at ab ou t th e PE P 
th at h as enabl ed many recreations to b e  bu i l t  i n  ru ral commu nities. Was it common sense to ignore 
th at? -- ( Interject ion)-- Mr . Speaker, was it common sense to ignore th e d i re need f or h ou si ng? N ot 
only sen ior citizens' hou sing,  bu t f am i ly h ou sing .  And th ere are some also ou t in my constitu ency and 
practically every constitu ency i n  Man itob a  today .  Was it com mon sense to i gnore th is? 

Wh at ab ou t remote h ou si ng? Was it common sense f or th e Conservati ves to ignore th e north ,  to 
i gnore it so b ad ly th at th e late previou s  memb er of th e r id ing of Chu rch i l l  lef t  th eir  party f or th at 
reason? Was th at common sense? Was it common sense th at th e Memb er f or Ru pertsland did th e 
same th ing ,  and voted f or u s  i n  1971 and 1973? -- ( lnterjection)--

M r. Speaker, is i t  a common- sense approach f or a grou p  th at wou ld mou nt su ch a tremendou s  
opposition to pub l i c  au to insu rance, and now, today ,  th ey h ave th e gal l  to stand u p  and admit th at we 
were righ t. Th ey adm it th at we were righ t  in b ri ng ing in th is program, Mr. Speaker. Th ey admit  th at we 
were riqh t with th e criti cal h ome repair ,  with th e Med icare with ou t  premiu ms, with th e crit ical h ome 
repair .  Now th ey admit  th at we were righ t, Mr.  Speaker. -- ( l nterjection)--

Mr.  Speaker, is it a common- sense approach to h ave an in- Hou se docu ment th at su ggested th at 
th e governm ent p rograms f or th e constitu ency sh ou ld go i n  to th ose constitu encies wh ere th ose 
pro grams woul d h ave th e most pol it ical i m pact f or th e government of th e day ,  su ch as th e road 
constru ction in th is prov ince, f or th e eleven y ears th at th ey were in off ice. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 
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MR. ADAM: M r. Sp eaker, they have neglected the hu man rights legisl at ion .  Was that a common
sense app roach? Wha t  ab ou t Legal Aid? They f orgot ab ou t that. What was wrong with those p eop le, 
d id n 't they have any ideas? -lnterjection9 What about aid for recreation at the present time and in 
:he past years? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 
MR. ADAM: M r. Sp eaker, what ab ou t aid to agricu ltu re? I said over the many y ears mu ch had, i n  

researc h  and stab i l ization p rograms and assistance, had gone to ag ricu ltu re ,  bu t what ab ou t the 
Conservative Govern ment of this p rovince f or eleven y ears? Where was the common sense there? 
W hat d id  they do f o r the b eef indu stry? Where were the diversif i cation p rograms? -( l nterjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 
MR. ADAM: M r. Sp eaker- oh,  I 'm sorry, the honou rab le memb er is off ended and he' s  leaving.  Mr.  

Sp eaker, ju st when I was going to read f rom an art icle f rom the Free Press, 1968. Please go and cal l  
h im b ack . Y ou know the head l i nes here of March 8, 1968 - I  I th i n k  he' s  ju st b eh ind  the door any way 

- " Man itob a  Economic Stagnation Gett ing Stead i ly Worse." 1968. -( I nterject ion)- We' l l b e  the 
government i n  '78. I assu re y ou .  I assu re y ou ,  we' l l b e  the government in  '78, bu t we were not the 
government in '68. Y ou were. In y ears ahead, who wou ld ever b el ieve that the Free Press wou ld say 
that ab ou t the Conservatives. Y ou look in today' s head l i ne s  if y ou can f i nd a s im i lar head l i ne as this.  

- ( I nterject ion) - " Man itob a  Economic  Stagnation Gett ing Stead i ly Worse."- ( I nterjections) 
Want to read i t? 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The H onou rab le Memb er Memb er f or Ste. R ose has f ive m i nu tes. 
MR. ADAM: I n  '78 we wi l l  b e  here. Man itob a  economy is  not only stagnant, i t  is the only p rovince 

whose relative pr ecision has b een stead i ly thou gh slowly worsen ing over the p ast 50 y ears. -
( I nterjections) - Who was the government of the day? Who is the government today with al l  that 
i ngenu ity ,  al l  that i mag ination? Where is all the commonsense? Where is the commonsense, Mr .  
Sp eaker? Where is the com mon sense? 

lt now rates f if th amongst the lowest p rovinces west of Qu eb ec. Man itob a  ranks sixth amongst 
p rovinces in average weekly wage and salaries. The per capita i ncome, Mr. Sp eaker, i n  1968, was 
eight p ercent lower than the national average.- ( I nterject ions) - I n 1968. Common sense, common 
sense; Mr. Sp eaker. 

In 1975 , it was two p ercent lower than the national average, a marked i mp rovement,  Mr. Sp eaker, a 
m arked imp rovement. I say to those p eop le over there, I su ggest to them that on th is l ittle card that 
thei r  cand idates p ass arou nd instead of say ing, " The F i rst Step Forward to a Common-Sense 
Government f or Man itob a," they shou ld pu t,  " The Fi rst Step Forward to a Nonsense Government 
Vote PC. "  

I assu re y ou ,  S i r, that the  p eop le of Manitob a  are not  w ithou t  i ntell igence.  I have a g reat deal of 
adm i rat ion f or the i ntel l igence of the p eop le of th is  p rovince. I assu re y ou that if and when there is  an 
elec tion called, they wi l l  retu rn the New D emocratic Party govern ment. Thank y ou, M r. Sp eaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onou rab le Memb er f or Bi rtle-Ru ssel l .  
MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Sp eaker. if no one else wishes to sp eak, I b eg to move, seconded by the 

Memb er f or Morris,  that deb ate b e  adjou rned. 
MOTION presented and carried. 
MR. SPEAKER: The H onou rab le H ou se Leader. 
MR. GREEN: M r. Sp eaker, I wonder if there are any b i l ls  that the memb ers are ready to sp eak on .  

- ( I nterjection) - There' s  a b i l l  ready to b e  sp oken to? 
MR. SPEAKER: Wel l ,  I ' l l  read them down and . . .  
MR. GREEN: Wel l ,  M r. Sp eaker, it might b e  ju st as easy if I told the honou rab le memb er- No. 14.: 

We' l l hear f rom the Memb er f or Wolseley ,  and then the M i n i ster of Lab ou r wi l l  introdu ce the B i l l  No. 
15 . 

ADJOURNED DEBATES- SECOND READING 

BILL (NO. 14) - AN ACT TO AMEND THE LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: Very wel l .  The H onou rab le Memb er f or Wolseley, second reading, Bi! l  No. 14. 
MR. WILSON: Mr. Sp eaker, having reviewed the M i n ister's comments p erta in ing to the changes i n  

th is b i l l ,  w e  can' t help bu t t h i n k  that du ring law amendments, there has t o  b e  a real exami nation of th is 
b i l l  b ecau se o f  the f act that in  the p ast many head l ines, and many stories and many accu sations of 
lack of clarif icat ion and i ntent, have certa in ly b een charged by al l  s ides ,  and I w i l l  welcome t hat 
opp ortu n ity in Committee af ter hear ing f rom many rep resentatives f rom the Land lords Association 
and f rom many tenants that I have talked to, to come f orward and tell thei r s ide of the st ory p er ta in ing  
to some of the  p rob lems that they have had with th is  p art icu lar b i l l .  

i t  i s  i nterest ing t o  note that t h e  Mini ster y esterday said i n  ten day s  f rom now w e  w i l l  have a clearer 
p ictu re of the rent control in the Province of Man itob a. The head l ine  in the p ap er s  say s, " Man itob a  
Stand on R ent Controls to b e  Clear in  ab ou t Ten D ay s." I b el ieve it 's now n i ne day s. So any way , I can 
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assu me th e Pr emi er sp eaks for th e M i ni ster of Consu mer Affair s, and I l ook for war d  to th e M i ni ster 
f inally coming for war d  with some clar ifi cati on b ecau se cer tainly th e bi ll th at th ey call ed " th e  b est i n  
N or th Amer ica i n  1970" h as cau sed no end of pr obl ems i n  thi s pr ovince.- (I nter jecti ons)- Well, 
we'r e i nter ested too i n  th ose typ es of h ead l i nes b ecau se wh at h app ens, y our ph one ri ngs off th e h ook 
b ecau se th e h eadl ines say evi cti on to b e  made asier u nder th e amendment law. And th at, p lu s  th e fact 
th at th e Mi n ister won' t  clar ify wh at h e  means in th e r ent contcontr ol pi ctur e is going to pr esent some 
i nt er estin g pr ob lems. 

Bu t to go at th e b i ll, and I r efer agai n to Febru ary 6th of last y ear. wh er e th e Memb er fr om For t  
R ou ge was demandi ng i n  a h ead li ne story th at th e M i ni ster cl ar ify r ent contr ols. So 365 day s  and n ow 

9 mor e  day s- a y ear and some month s  later we'r e fi nal ly goi ng to get a cl ar if icati on of th e r equ est 
fr om th e Memb er of For t  R ou ge in aski ng for cl ari f icatio n .  

I thi nk  w e  h ave t o  star t  a n d  appr oach th is  th ing  ab ou t ask ing some nu mer ou s  qu esti ons a n d  I' d 
l i ke to star t  mayb e with th e landlor d' s  p osi t ion,  some comments and th en mayb e end up wi th sever al 
situ ati ons p er tai ni ng to tenants. Bu t th e landlor d  mu st gi ve a wri tten not ice to th e tenant as sor t  of a 

pr oof to vacate and it occurr ed to me up on ex amini ng th e b i l l, why can' t  th e tenant gi ve a wr itten 
notice to th e l and lor d? I th i n k  thi s  woul d b e  fair if th er e' s two p ar t ies i n  thi s p ar ti cul ar agr eement, 

b ecau se th er e ar e cases wh er e a tenant coul d say th at h e  was movi ng i n  two month' s ti me, fi nd th at -.. 
th e r ental mar ket is not al l th at it's made ou t to b e, fi nd ou t hi s accep tabi l ity i n  di ffer ent b locks ar ou nd 
th e city i s  not all i t' s  made ou t to b e  and si mp ly say, "I never told y ou I was moving," and go to th e 
r entalsman.  Wh at pr oof does th e landlor d  h ave? I' d li ke to see some r equ ir ement th at th e tenant g ive 
a wr itten noti ce .  

I th i n k  wh en y ou tal k ab ou t secur ity dep osi ts wh en y ou'r e deal ing with r oomi ng h ou ses at  $40 to 
$60 a month, I thi n k  th ese securi ty dep osits ar e too low, b ecau se i nvar iably th ese two- and- a-h alf or 
one- and-a-h al f  r oom r entals, th er e' s a gr eat deal of valu abl es p ossessi ons th at th e landl ady h as and I 
th i n k  th er e sh oul d  b e  a m i ni mu m  of $ 100 a month for a secur ity dep osit.  I say th at b ecau se th e 
r ental sman can h ol d  on to i t, so th er e is pr otection for th e tenant and y ou ju st h ave to l ook at th e fact 
of one damaged air condi ti oner ,  one case of wh er e a p er son sticks a kni fe thr ou gh th e flu id i n  a fri dge 
and wil ful damage th at coul d b e  cau sed of whi ch th er e' s no r ecour se bu t th e damage dem dep osit .  

Looki ng at all th e compl ai nts ab ou t th e r ental sman, I thi n k  th at h e' s  a r easonabl e man hi mself. Bu t 
up on ex ami nation y ou fi nd th at h e  does very l ittle of th e wor k. He ju st delegates au th ori ty down and 
seems to h ave a rubb er stamp for hi s s ignatur e, and may not- ju st may not, I su ggest-b e  r ead ing  
al l th e mater ial th at i s  pu t in  fr ont of  h im .  i t  h as b een su ggested to me th at th e p er sonnel needs some 
sup er vision by th e Mi n ister h i msel f  wh o is pr ob ab ly very very bu sy ,  bu t I thi nk  i f  h e' s  goi ng to take 

r esp onsibili ty for th e pr ogr am,  take all th e gl ory i f  i t  wor ks, th at h e  h as to b e  ab le to say th at h e  knows 
wh at' s goi ng on i n  th at dep ar tment. 

I r efer p ar ti cu lar ly to th e su ggesti on - and mayb e i t' s  u nfair to name someb ody , bu t th e 
Landl or d' s  Associat ion h ave gone on r ecor d  of some woman named Th err ien, J eani ne Th erri en or 
somethi ng, wh o th ey ar e demandi ng th at h er qu al ifi cati ons b e  stated . Th ey want to know h er 

p er centages of voti ng agai nst th e landl or ds.  Th ey want to know qu esti ons li ke wh o i s  sh e r elated to? 
Th e pr op er ty management p eopl e  th ey want ou t.  I n  oth er wor ds, Sir ,  i t' s  ob vi ou s i n  th eir su ggested 
thi ng to my self' a bi as towar ds l andl or ds, u nb eli evabl e i n  th e dep ar tment th at say s  th ey deal i n  fair 

pl ay .  
So whil e th e r entalsman h i ms elf is a man wh o h as a l ot of cr edibili ty with th e Landlor d' s  

Associ ati on, some of th e staff memb er s  carry p ossibly a p oli ti cal or ju st a p er sonali ty h atr ed th at i s  
ju st not b ecomi ng a dep ar tment wh o deal s  i n  fair pl ay .  

it's b een su ggested th at delay s, and we can tal k  ab ou t exp er ience I gu ess, bu t del ay s  i n  th e cost of 
evi cti on .  O f  cour se we all know th at l aws i n  thi s  Ch amb er ar e p assed in  many cases ju st to cr eate 
wor k for th e steady f low of gr adu ates fr om th e l egal pr ofessi on .  And thi s  is one ex amp le of wh ich th ey 

h ave cer tai nly cr eated a b onanza for th e legal pr ofessi on, b ecau se y ou can 't evi ct anyb ody today for 
ar ou nd $2, $3, $400. For merly it cost th em, I wou ld su ggest, $2 5 or l ess b efor e  th e amendments to th e 
Act. Th ese del ay s  ar e cer ta inly cost ing a l ot of money b ecau se all th e ti me th er e' s del ay s  th e l andl or d  
is  l osi ng th e r ent, b ecau se anyb ody knows th at i f  h e' s  getti ng evicted h e  cer tai n ly does not p ay hi s 

r ent or as su ggested a h igh p er centage of th em don' t. 
So wh o p ay s  u nd er th ese cir cu mstances? I' ve r eferr ed to i t  many ti mes i n  th e Mi ni ster' s Esti mates. 

Y ou see th e h onest tenants in th e bl ock p ay b ecau se anyb ody th at owns and cer tai nly th e Mi n ister 
knows i n  th e h eari ngs th at a bl ock is ru n as a bu siness, and a l l  th ese d el ay s  i n  evi cti on cau sed by th e 

p oor clari ficat ion and th e pr ocedur e i n  th e Act ar e cost ing money whi ch i s  p assed on to th e h onest 
tenants, th e h ar dwor k ing,  p ayi ng tenants. i t  seems th e only way th at a l andl or d  can get someb ody 
ou t i s  if h e  h as a l ot of fi st f igh ts and a l ot of wil d  p ar ti es, th en h e  can app ly to th e cour t and th er e' s a 
qu ick five- day clau se.  it seems a sh ame th at on ly fi gh ts and wil d p ar ti es ar e th e only way s  to get ri d of 

p eopl e in a very qui ckly movi ng sy stem. I woul d su ggest, Mr . Sp eaker, th at pr acti ca l ly all of th e 
r easons take no l ess th an 30 day s  and th at' s a mir acl e  if we can get th em ou t i n  th at p ar ti cul ar tim e.  

Th e r ental sman, of  cour se, -h er e' s  one of th e pr obl ems i n  th e bill th at I look at  i s  th er e is  a new 
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th ru st f or an out reach thi ng ,  and th e Mi ni st er t al ked ab out 552 vi sit s . H e  is now t al ki ng ab out h is 
represent at ives are going t o  spend th e i r  t ime in Cou nty Cou rt . .  We all know h e  t al ked ab out some of 

th e st aff b ei ng g radu ates f rom Bach el or of CoJTl merce degrees and everyth i ng .  Th ey' re ob vi ou sly 
maki ng a good sal ary and f or th em t o  sit arou nd i n  Small Debt s or Cou nty Cou rt l ist en ing t o  al l th e 
cases th at come u p  b ef ore th ey do and mayb e th ere's an adjou rnment and th ey go b ack f or th e 
second and thi rd day .  Even i f  th ey only make $10 a h ou r, wh at a wast e of t ax pay ers' money .  I sub mit 

th at th is l ost t i me i n  produ ct ion sitti ng i n  cou rt, and I call it a h ol iday f or th e st aff , th at I f eel a writt en 
report is all th at i s  necessary. If th ere's some probl em in  t ime,  mayb e th e Sh eriff' s Offi ce or  a speci al 
messenger servi ce cou ld del iver th is report th e day of th e t rial and save all k inds of money .  

Agai n  we deal a l ot with h earsay evidence, b ecau se wh at th e report is do ing ,  I h ope, i s  deal ing  i n  
some essence in  f act , and I ' m  concerned by th e ch anges in  th e Act wh ich will all ow a represent at ive 
ot a t enant t o  appear. I know deal i ng in th e City of Winni peg wh en we h ad cert ai n  ex propriat ions i n  

th e M i n ist er of Publ ic Works th at th ere is in  th is part icul ar society a l ot of prof essional t roubl e 
makers. Th ere's a l ot of Legal Aid sal esmen out l ook ing f or cu st omers wh o woul d ru n arou nd with 
consent f orms b ecau se th ey want t o  i ncrease th ei r  casel oad f rom 3 5 ,000 t o  45 ,000 t o  55 ,000. Th e 

� 
ch ances are many of th e bl ocks i n  t own woul d h ave a l ot of th ese Legal Ai d salesmen runn ing arou nd 
with th ese consent f orms l ooking f or someone t o  t ake t o  cou rt . 

I th i n k  th at th is consent sh oul d  only apply t o  th e el derly , th e s ick and th e h andicapped. I thi n k  
th ere sh oul d  b e  some ind icat ion f rom th e rent al sman wh o i s  avail abl e, b ecau se I can't see any 
h ealthy person th at sh oul d  b e  abl e  t o  li e in front of th e t el evis ion set whil e a large bu reau crat ic empi re 
goes t o  work f ight ing  a b att le no matt er wh i ch si de it . is. I don't th i n k  th at i s  right th at th is out reach 
program th at all ows a represent at ive with out some f orm of di scret ion on th e rent al sman' s  part as t o  
wh o qu alif ies .  

Well, I th i n k  th is Act does st at e, and I may b e  wrong,  but I thi nk  so th e way I i nt erpret it , th at th e 
l andl ords can on ly apply t o  th e cou rt s f or an Order f or Possess ion and I th i n k  someh ow or oth er th ese 
situ at ions sh oul d b e  h eld i n  th e By -Laws Cou rt But not any of th ese- I don't know it may b e  th e 
Qu een' s  Bench ,  or Cou nty Cou rt ,  b ecau se th ere y ou are deali ng with an ext remely st reaml ined 
ex pensive procedu re. And I' m wondering h ow we, as t ax pay ers, sh oul d real ly b e  i nvolved i !1  th is real 
ex pensi ve procedu re i n  deali ng with someth ing li ke a possessi on of a su it e, a b attl e th at does not 
i nvol ve any crime b et ween t wo people.  To me it fall s withi n th e same cat egory as a h ealth by -l aw 

i nf ract ion of th e City of Win n i peg and sh oul d b e  dealt with in a l ower cou rt syst em wh ere th e ju dges 
are ju st as qu al if ied , in many cases, and cert ainly are appo int ed by th e government .  

I woul d th i n k  th at th at woul d cut down th e cost s  b ecau se I th i n k  $ 200, $300, or $ 400 i n  lawy er' s 
f ees, and a f ive- month del ay i s  t oo mu ch t o  ask th e property management peopl e  t o  h ave t o  go 
th rou gh if th ey h appen t o  b e  right . And all th is f ree rent , all thi s ti me b eing passed on t o  th e elderly 
and good t enant s  i n  bl ocks, is someth ing  th at sh oul d b e  gi ven a l ittl e more priority by th e M in ist er' s 
depart ment , M r. Speaker, b ecau se I know, I saw th e way th e ju dges perf orm i n  some of th ese l ow 
pri ority cases, and th ey t reat th em,  someh ow or oth er, with l ack of priority and lack of att ent iveness 

th at is necessary t o  come at a f ai r  and ju st decisi on .  And I thi nk  th at at a l ower cou rt th at we woul d get 
th is int erest b ecau se thi s wou ld th e man' s  job and h e  woul d b e  really real ly int erest ed .  

Many t enant s  are cal l ing m e  and say ing many of th e ch anges gi ve th em no prot ect ion .  Thi s  i s  
really one of th e thi ngs th at th e h eadl i ne wh en it say s, " Evict ion will b e  easier," and th e M i n ist er not 
cl arifyi ng h is rent -cont rol program . R ent Cont rol Program. Th e t enant s  of thi s prov ince are really 

u naware of wh at t o  ex pect . Th ere is an u nknown f act or ah ead of th em. I' d l i ke t o  ask th e M i ni st er 
wh ere th e prot ect ion f or th e t enant s  are u nder thi s new B i ll 14 wh en th e l andl ord can say th at h e  
needs th at room or th at apart ment bl ock f or h is own u se, w ith out any f ear th at h e  may b e  lyi ng.  I f eel 

th e l andl ord sh oul d  f all u nder Th e Canada Evidence Act ,  and if th e th e Att orney -General was h ere h e  
woul d prob ably th i n k  th at th at su ggesti on might h ave some merit b ecau se if a t enant i s  u proot ed 
aft er f ive, t en, f ift een y ears of l iv ing i n  an add ress, and b ecau se h e  dared t o  call th e R ent al sman or 
demand a h ealth i nspect ion .lf h e  sh ou ld b e  u proot ed and t ol d  t o  move u nder some ph oney ex cu se of 
personal u se by th e landl ord of th is part icul ar  b lock, or some vengeful l andl ord wh o is det ermi ned t o  
sh ow th at h e  is th e b oss b ecau se th e person dared t o  compl ai n , th en th ere sh oul d b e  th at aff idavit 
requ i red u nder Th e Canada Evidence Act t o  make su re th at th ere is some penalty att ach ment sh oul d 
it tu rn out th at th e man h ad no i nt ent ions of moving f rom Crescent wood or Transcona or Springfiel d  
int o  a t wo-room apart ment i n  some small er bl ock, or th e th i rd fl oor of some roomi ng h ou se.  

And I th i n k  th at f ai rness i n  th is B il l 14 sh oul d  b e  th e order of th e day .  I 'd l i ke t o  see some f orm of a 
com pensat ion t o  a t enant wh o h as b een u proot ed ,  and I don't know h ow at th is ti me t o  go ab out th at .  I 
ref erred t o  b ef ore ab out th e M i n ist er' s refu sal t o  gi ve h is own ideas on rent cont rol s. Th e M i ni st er h as 
st at ed some of h is, but agai n ,  not clear ,  and h e  promi sed i n  hi s Est imat es th at somet ime b ef ore May 
3 1st ,  h e  will t ell u s  h is th ou ght s. But with th ese ru mou rs ru n n i ng rampant amongst th e t enant s , and 
y ou don't know th e ment al angu ish of many of th ese el derly peopl e  th at are call ing  me,  of i ncreases 
su ggest ed of 40 or 50 percent as soon as th e cont rols are l ift ed . I h ave M rs .  Ri ce over on Langside, I 
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have many ladie s  cal l i ng me who have i nd icated to me that their landl or ds have su ggeste d  the r ents 
wi l l  go up 50 per cent as soon as the contr ol s  are l if te d . These, I am ta l king  ab ou t ar e the smal l  
ho ld ings, the small  s1x- su iter s or the r ooming hou ses wher e  ther e is mor e  of a p er sonal contact with 
the pe op le in  them. And the se p eop le who ar e b asical ly afr aid of off ic ial dom and cou nt on what they 

r ead i n  the ne wsp aper s to be the gospe l tru th ,  are await ing f or the M i n ister to make a pub l i c  
st ate ment He i s  keep i ng the m  o n  the str i ng t i ll t h e  e nd of May .  I th i n k  that's u nf air .  They shou ld know 
where the v  stand and t hat's al l  they ask is there' s got to b e  some k ind of a per centage that they know 
what they are up agai nst .  be cau se wit h a l l  the th ings going up they have got to have some i de a  if they 
can aff or d to I ive i n  the d istr ict. 

So, I su gge st in clos ing ,  that many of the vagu e  clau ses be taken ou t of this Act . B ack in 1 9 70, it 
was l i ke an old che ese with lots of hole s  in  it, and it was cer tai n ly the type of thing that nee ds some 
clarif icat ion.  Ther e re al ly is so many many vague ter ms in  i t  that some of the ter ms-f our , f ive or s ix ,  I 
gue ss 1970 ti l l  19 77 - it has take n  that gover nment seve n ye ar s  to ge t ar ou nd to clar ify ing some of 
them,  and I gu ess we shou ld we lcome those change s. Bu t I wil l  ex amine the b il l  at Law Amendme nts 
and p ossib ly ,  g iven some chance ,  we can rebu t some of the comme nts made by a minor ity ,  some of 
the p eop le who cla im they are going b an krup t whe n p ossibly we al l  know they ar e suff er ing 
har dship s  by the amou nt of ap ar tments that ar e on the r ent. Bu t I can' t help bu t cite in  one case, an 

ex amp le of some of the pr ojects that were supp osed to b e  l ef t  alone, bu t now b ecau se of incre ased 
Hy dr o costs and incre ased gover n ment situ ations, have got themse lve s  i n  a r eal bi nd.  

I have a le tter here fr om a lady who say s  that she is worr ie d ab ou t Apr i l 1 st  of a cer ta in  ye ar .  " We 
re side at the Man itob a  Easter n Star Chalet." I n  19 72 the r ent was $65 a month,  by 19 76 they wer e  
p ay i ng $80 a month . N ow they ar e p ay i ng $ 114 a month . N ow,  they are p ay i ng $ 127 .75 f or a s ing le 
r oom. The se elder ly ci t ize ns, and she qu otes that she is 78 y ear s o ld ,  tal ks ab ou t a 43 p er cent 
incr ease and her old- age p ension has not gone up by 43 p er cent. These ar e the kind of th ings that I 
am ge tt ing e very day and ther e has to b e  some cle ar gu idel i nes as to what gover nment is going to do, 
and not l ike the f or mer M i n ister of Consu mer Aff air s  who was i n  this Hou se,  he i s  now M i n ister of 

Edu cation .  I dr ew to h i m  a pr ob lem that I had i n  my constitue ncy which goes b ack to my y ou nger 
y ;ar s . lt was called " N o  visitor s  af ter 11" wher e the landlady had the r ight to contr ol the mor al 
be haviour that we nt on i n  her hou se,  and the M i n ister now of Edu cation ,  s lapp ed the se ladies, these 
very sol id f ou ndation of my p ar t icu lar r id ing .  He told the m  they had no r ights to set rul es, that they 
might as well take them all down off the wall, those f ading hou se ru les that these landl adies had f or 

ye ar s . have b ecau se of the M i n i ster ,  now the M i n ister of Education,  that's what he accomp l ished 
whe n he was the Min ister of Consu mer Aff ai rs. He did away with " N o vis itor s  af ter 1 1 ' ' and now p eop le 
can p ar ty al l  n ight and ther e's noth i ng they can do. 

And this is the k ind of th ing that I think is very u nclear in the Act.  If y ou want to te l l  the landladies of 
Wolseley r id ing that they can' t  set the hou se ru les, pu t i t  in  the Act. The se ar e the k ind of th ings that 
we will b e  ex amin ing in the clau se-by- clau se r eview u nder Law Ame ndments. I have told the se 
landl ad ies to come f or war d and give the new Min ister of Consu mer Aff air s  an earfu l b ecau se he may 

b e  mor e  u nder stand i ng than the now M in ister of Edu cation who I calle d  the M i n ister of contr ol ,  who 
eve n had the ner ve to contr o l the house ru le s  set by the l andlad ies of Wolseley .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honour ab le M i n ister of Consu mer and Corp or ate Aff air s . 
MR. HONOURABLE RENE TOUPIN (Springfield): Mr . Sp eaker ,  wou ld the honour ab le me mber 

consider a que stion .  
MR. WILSON: Sure . 
MR. TOUPIN: The honour abl e memb er ,  Mr . Spe aker , made r ef er ence to the lack of notice 

pr ovide d  i n  the Act in r egar d  to the landlor d . I wou ld l i ke the ask the honour abl e memb er if he is  
awar e  of Section 2 8, Section 1 02( 1), and Section 103- 3 of the ex isting Act. 

QUESTION put. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honour ab le Memb er f or Ass in ib oia.  
MR. STEVE PATRICK (Assiniboia): Mr . Sp eaker ,  I b eg to move, seconde d by the Memb er f or 

Por tage l a  Pr air ie . that deb ate b e  adjour ne d .  
MOTION presented and carried. 

SECOND READING 

B ILL (NO. 50) - AN ACT TO AMEND THE PAYMENT OF WAGES ACT 

HONOURABLE RUSSELL PAULLEY (Transcona) pr esented Bill (No. 50) - An Act to Amend The 
Payment of Wages Act f or second r ead ing .  

MOTION presented. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honour able M i n ister of Lab ou r. MR. PAULLEY: Mr . Sp eaker, honour ab le 

memb er s  wi l l  r ecal l a f ew day s  ago I i ntr odu ce d  a b i l l- An Amendment to the Vacations with Pay Act 
- i n  or der to assure that the wor ker s  wer e  p laced into a p osit ion wher e  the wages that they had 
e ar ne d  were gu ar ante ed as mu ch as we can gu ar antee. In that p ar ticul ar b il l  the on ly cr it icism that I 
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had was from the Official Opposit ion,  who question whether or n ot I was placing the hard earned 
dol lars of the worker ahead of preferred creditors i nsofar as wages were concerned . I want to 
ind icate, Mr .  Speaker, that this b i l l  is rather s imi lar  and it is another step forward in the progressive 
action that this g overnment has taken over the years to br ing about a new deal for the workers of the 
p rovince and to ensure that their i n put in industry and the rewards that they accrue as a result of thei r  
i n put real ly take priority over t h e  champions o f  t h e  so-cal led free enterprise system. 

So, therefore, Sir ,  I would l i ke to introduce a b i l l  to amend The Payment of Wages Act. This Act has 
been amended extensively over the last several years for the pu rpose of improving and strengthening 
provisions for  the col lection of unpaid wages. Experience in  the ad min istrat ion of  the Act over the 
last year or two, has shown that it cou ld  be improved upon by clarify ing some of the provisions and 
making some techn i cal changes.  Also, one or  two more substantive changes are i ntended to further 
strengthen procedu res for the col lection of wages to employees. 

One of the more substantive changes stipu lates that an employer is deemed to be hold ing wages 
owing to an employee in trust for that employee. A major th rust, M r. Speaker, of the b i l l  is to in effect 
change the onus clauses which were so prevalent u nder the Conservative adm i n istrat ion from that 
upon the employee to try and col lect his wages through legal process from his employer and under 
the changes I am proposing i n  this Act, that the wages of a worker wi l l  be a f i rst c la im upon the 
employer. 

The general i ntent of this proposed change is to place wage cla ims in a pr iority position over the 
claims of other creditors of the employer. The provision is expected to be part icu larly useful in cases 
of ban k ru ptcies since The Federal Bankruptcy Act g ives a special and preferential status to such a 
trust condit ion i n  the d istribution of the employer's assets. it has long been contended by those of us  
who are deeply concerned with the  wages of  our wage-earners, to  f ind , M r. Speaker, that u nder The 
Bankruptcy Act the priority of workers' earn ings comes after the tax col lector at the federal ,  
provincial or  mun ici pal level and then preferred creditors which ,  of course, is  h istoric with the free 
enterprise system that we have been confronted with for so long in  this Dominion of ours .  I want to 
say, M r. Speaker, that it  h as always been our contention that wages earned by and owed to an 
employee should always be payable before the cla ims of other creditors are satisfied. This 
amendment is i ntended to achieve that objective. Whi le sometimes I may be accused of being the 
M i n ister for Management instead of the M i n ister for Labour ,  M r. Speaker, I do th ink  that the approach 
that I am making in this respect at least wi l l  gain the support of the wage earner who has been forced 
under the p resent laws to wait his turn u nt i l  the tax col lector has received his pound of flesh. 

At present i n  the Act, the Act provides the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Counci l  o requ i re that an 
employer furnish a bond in  an amount and subject to such condit ions as may be prescribed i n  the 
regu lation .  The Min ister cou ld  then apply the proceeds of the bond toward the payment of wages to 
employees where the employer failed to pay wages to the employee. If the employer fai led to furnish 
a bond as requested , the M in ister could apply to the Court for an order proh ibit ing the employer from 
carry ing on busi ness in the province. In other words, that was the methodology of tryi ng to put out of 
business the fly-by-n ight operators. To faci l itate the adm i n istrat ion of these provisions, it  is  now 
being provided that the M i n ister, rather than the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Counci l ,  be empowered to 
requ i re an employer to furn ish a bond which could be used for the payment of unpaid wages. 

The amend ment is i ntended to faci l i tate admin istrative procedu res. This section has to do with 
the col lecting of moneys from another person who owes money to an employer who has fai led to pay 
wages. F unds can be col lected,  M r. Speaker, in this way: by the Employment Standards Division to 
pay wages that an employer may owe to his employees. In other words,  carrying on the process that 
we have adopted of contin uous referrals to the cou rts i n  respect of payment of wages which often 
lands up in  prolonged legal battles. The provis ion,  once aga in ,  is  to try and faci l itate the payment of 
wages in the si mplest way possible and at the least expense to the employee by not going through the 
courts precisely although,  of cou rse, there is always provision on stated cases of law for 
consideration of the court .  At present, the Act contemplates that such moneys are to be col lected 
between the t ime that a compla int is f i led and the t ime that a f inal  determination of the matter is made 
anq that the moneys will be disbursed in accordance with the final determi nation . In other words,  the 
poor fel low who has gone out and by the sweat of h is b row earned wages under the present situat ion 
has to s imply wait  u nt i l  the powers that be make a f inal  determinat ion as to whether or  not he is  to 
receive his wages. l t  is contemplated under this that the wages wi l l  be paid to the ind iv idual  
concerned and the arg u ments wi l l  fo l low. In fact, however, moneys are sometimes collected i n  this 
manner only after the case has been heard and disposed of .  The proposed amendment would make it  
c lear that i n  such situations the d ivision would be authorized to dispose of the moneys immediately in 
accordance with the final determi nation .  In effect, i t  w i l l  e l im inate the possibi l ity of hearing the exact 
same case twice and wi l l  e l im inate possible delays in payment of wages due to employees. 

Another section requ i res an employer who is appeal ing a Labour Board decision in the County 
Court to pay i nto the Cou rt the amount ordered another section requ i res an employer who is 
appeal i n g  a Labou r Board decision in the County Court to pay i nto the court the amount ordered to 
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be paid by the Board . The amendment wi l l  make it clear that the employer must - I emphasize must 
- pay this amount i nto the cou rt at the t ime he is f i l i ng  h is  appeal. At present in the Act there is n o  
stipu lation a s  t o  exactly when an employer m ust f i l e  that amount with t h e  court .  

Another section now provides that where a judge f inds an employer gu i lty of an offence, he may 
order the employer to pay the Employment Standards Divis ion the amount of wages found to be 
u npai d .  The proposed amendment to this section el i m i nates the discretionary powers in this regard 
by requ i ring  h i m  to order the employer to pay any unpaid wages to the Div is ion.  That is, of course, M r. 
Speaker, the Employment Standards Division of the Department of Labour .  

Another amend ment, S i r, is tech nical . Th is section now provides for  the f i l i ng  of  a judge's order to 
pay wages i nto the Cou nty Court in  the d istrict i n  which the employer carries on business. S ince 
some employers cease operat ing thei r busi ness, this sect ion i s  being amended to take this i nto 
account or  formerly carried on busi ness. We found by add ing the words' that in some i nstances 
employers tried to c i rcu mvent the intent of the law by just moving out of their l i ttle bai l iwick.  In th is 
way orders cou ld sti l l  be f i led i n  the court even where the employer ceased operations i n  that County 
Cou rt d ivis ion.  So the order would  be appl icable on a more un iversal basis than it is at the present 
t ime. 

Another sect ion,  Si r, is being amended s imply to make it clear that an order,  notice or  other 
document can be served on an employer at h is p lace of residen ce. As I understand the present Act 
the notice can only be served on his place of business, and as is q uite frequently the case, the 
busi nessman doesn't turn up  at his place of busi ness, he stays at home barbecu ing out i n  the 
backyard. This wil l  overcome that type of a situat ion.  

A new p rovision i s  in tended to clarify the intent of the Act, wh ich with regard to the l iab i l i ty of 
d irectors .of a corporation i n  cases where a corporation fai l s  or  is  unable to pay wages due to 
employees of the corporation - I 'm sure, Mr.  Speaker, with your experience over the years, that you 
l i ke I have found that in some cases the corporation has been able to avoid or  evade the payment of 
wages because of the i r  corporate structure and th is i s  to overcome that. There w i l l  be a l i ab i l ity on 
d i rectors of corporations for the payment of justly earned wages. I n -effect the amendment stipu lates 
that an order for the payment of wages is in the case of a corporation payable by the d i rectors of the 
corporation only when the corporation that i s  pr imari ly l i ab le  for the payment of wages fai ls  or  is  
unable to pay wages owing to employees. 

These proposed changes, Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve wi l l  c larify certain provisions in the Act and wi l l  
improve procedu res for the col lect ion of  u n paid wages. I bel ieve that we should do as much as 
possib le that we can do to ensure that employees are paid the wages that they have worked for. I 
therefore commend these changes for the approval i n  pr inc ip le of th is House, that wages earned by 
an employee are truly a debt upon the employer and should not be overcome by any techn icality, 
legal ly or  otherwise. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La Verend rye. 
MR. BOB BANMAN: I wonder if I could  ask the M i n ister of Labour  one quest ion.  I wonder, in h is  

explanation of  th is part icu lpart icular b i l l ,  I wonder if he cou ld inform us if  it is  the government's i ntent 
to bond businesses to ensure that the wages are paid.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i nister of Labour.  
MR. PAULLEY: The effect of the bi l l ,  Mr. Speaker, would b e  i n direct answer, yes. I f  there is  a fly

by-night employer who cont inual ly  ut i l izes the sweat of the b row of the worker to try and c i rcumvent 
paying wages to h im,  yes , that type of a fly-by-night organ ization will have to be bonded . As a matter 
of fact there is some provision in the Act at the present t ime,  but we are going to strengthen that. 

MR. BANMAN: A further q uestion . The M i n i ster is not suggest ing  though that every b u si ness 
establ ishment in the Provi nce of Man itoba wi l l  be now req ui red to register a bond. 

MR. PAULLEY: No, M r. Speaker. l t  i s  not d i rected to the employers in  general but on ly those 
( I nterjection) - I  don't know whether my friend has answered to the sat isfaction of the Mem ber for La 
Verendrye. No, M r. Speaker, it is not the i ntention to regi ment and extend the bonding provis ions to 
every employer i n  Man itoba, but I 'm s u re my honourable fr iend wou ld  be aware of some situations 
that I 've made reference to where by c i rcumvention or  other ways, some contractors, to use that term 
in its broad sense, attempt to evade their  responsib i l ity. l t  is  that type of an employer that the 
leg islation is d i rected toward. J ust to carry on in that phraseology, M r. Speaker, by and large most 
labour  leg islation that is on the books in the Prov ince of Man itoba, and in part icular the labour 
legislation that we have introduced since becom i ng government is not d i rected at the good 
employer, but the one who is not so good. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
1\IIR. L. R. (Bud) SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the -Honourable Member for 

Brandon West, that debate be adjourned. 
MOTION presented and carried. 
MR. SPEAKER: The hour of 10:00 o'clock having arrived, the House is now adjourned and stands 

adjourned u nti l 2 :30 tomorrow. 
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