
THE LEGISLATJVJ:;. ASSEI•IBLY OF f-.'liUHTOBA 

10:00 o'clock, Friday, November?, 1958. 

Opening Prayer read by M�. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Presenting Petitions. 
Reading and Receivin,':S Petitions 
Presenting reports of Standing and Sel ect 

Committees. 
Notice of Motion. 
Introduction of Bill s .  
Orders of the Day. · 
Committee of Supply. 

HONOURABLE DUFF ROBLIN ( Premier ) : Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move seconded by the Honourable member, the Honourabl e the 
Minister cf Industry a.nd Commerce that l'vlr. Speaker do now l ea.ve 
the Chair and the House resol ve itsel f .into a Committee to con
sider of ways and means for the raising of the suppl y to be 
granted to Her Majesty. 

£v1R. SPEAKER: It has been moved by the Honourable First 
Minister, seconded by the Honourabl e Minister of Industry & 
Commerce, that Mr. Speaker do now l eave the Chair and the House 
resolve itself into a Committee to consider of ways and means 
for the raising of the suppl y to be granted to Her l'v'Ja.jesty. Are 
you ready for the question? 

MR. ROBLIN: Mr. Speaker, before the question is put, I 
woul d like to say a few words on this matter. I t  is customary, 
I bel ieve to have the usual budget statement and budget depate· on 
this Resol ution. This year, of course, and at this particular 
time, no budget as such is being presented to the House. There
fore, I woul d not like the members to think th'lt what I am about 
to say in any way constitutes a budget statement, but it does 
seem to be desirable, Sir, to take advantage of this opportunity 
to give the House what information I can about the present fin
ancial situation of the Province; to say something about the ways 
and means we propOse to adopt to oay for the bil l s  and measures' 
that have been presented in this Session; and al so if I may, to 
recount and give a report of t he activities of the administra
tion,. since it took office some four months ago; and al so ,sive the 
House some idea of the other matters in which we are engaged and 
working at the present and which we hope before too l ong to bring 
to a successful conclusion. 

I start, Mr. Speaker, by 0iving a few facts about the cur
rent financial situation of the Province, a.nd I do so by means 
of a comparison between our position at the end of September this 
year and the correspondin;:; figures for the same period of the 
previous fiscal year. I can report thJ.t current revenues are up. 
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Current revenues for the period ending .Jeptember 30 th this year 
are .$38, 750 ,2 97. as comp1.red to current revenue for the same 
time last ye1r of :�37, 50 8,924 . which indicates that. current rev
enue is up, and it is up to the amount of �?1 ,2 41,377. Against 
this, I think we m::�.y reckon the currE!nt expenditure. Current 
expenditure to cl1te in this ye::�.r for the period ending :Jeptember 
30 th is $42 ,76 8 ,75 3. compared to a current· expenditure for the 
same period last year of �P39 � 6 31,, 402 . At first glance it would 
appear that current expenditures are up by the amount of $3,134 ,000 
odd dollars but in order to get an accurate comparison, Sir, I 
think I should advise the House, that there is ::�. large expendi
ture included in this year's figure that did nbt appear in last's, 
and which in order to form a true comp1.rison ought to be sub
tracted. 

Last yea_r, the unconditional grants paid to municipalities 
was O'iid in the month of November, and consequently did not appear 
in the comparison for the figures up to the end of September. 
In this fiscal ye1.r, tha.t siune grant was paid in Nay, and we re
call that there W:is an election on June 16th but I'm not in a 
position to say whether there is any conn,ection or not between 
the change in payments - I merely make ·the comment ..: but that 
payment amounted to ��2 ,5 05 ,994 . -- ��2 ,505 ,9L�5. which I suggest 
may fairly be subtracted from the current expenditur(3s for this 
year to get a fair compa.rison, which means the increase in cur
rent expenditures disreg.:trding this non-comparable payment to 
municipalities, is $6 28 ,40 6. VJe can see, therefore, th1.t while 
the current revenue is up $1,24 1,000 . current expenditure is up 
.$62 8,000 . So, I think it can be said the current revenue is up 
about double current expenditure. 

Now, I must warn the House th1.t it is difficult to draw any 
final conclusions from such a comparison because as -v�e kno1r1, there 
are another six months at least to go in the present current 
year and no one can really say at this stage how current expend
itures and current revenues will compare when the year is fin
ished. I merely say that on the basis of the inforr'}ation we have 

at present, th:-:J.t current revenues .1.re up f�1,200 ,000 . and cur
rent expenditures are up about $600 ,00 0. 

I would also like to report to the House that the tax rental 
payment from Otta.wa has been estimated by _the Dominion Government 
on the latest figure �rovided to us, at a little ovef $34 ,000 ,000 . 
It was budgeted for in the last budget as �?33, 755 ,000 . If the 
Federal estimate is correct, and if it does not decrease before 
the final payment comes due, it therefore appears th'it we will 
have a snnll increase of around .;(:600 ,000 . in the income from that 

source. Again I say that that is not a f��ure that-we can build 
any substantial argument on because it is simply too early.to 
say with 1.ny accuracy wh'lt the final figure will be. - I  think, 
hm'ITever, that in spite of the fact that these fi::;ure.s . 'lre sq tent
ative, it is f'iir to say the1.t as far as· one can tell' at the moment, 
the finances of the Province 1.re in a Sltisfactory condition and 
that there is no rnrticul'l.r m'itter tow1.rd which I am in duty
bound to direct the attention of the HouE;e in respect of these 
matters. 

That, Sir, is a thumb-n3.il sketch of our present financial 
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situation in the Province up to September 30th last, with com
oarison for the previous fiscal year. I think the value of the 

comparison is simply th�t we seem to be generally on about the 
same track financially as we were before. 

Now, having siven th1.t inforrrn.tion, I would like to say a 
word or two about the method that we are adoptin·:?; to finance the 
measures that have been approved by the House. I shall deal with 
these measures one by one in �rder that I might be as clear as 
possible. ·with respect to the education bill v.rhich we all know 
will be a very large one indeed. It is apparent I think to the 
House from wha.t has previously been said that we will not require 
any money for the increase in the grant structure for the cur
rent fiscal period. Therefore, there is no need to take that 
into account until that next fiscal period of financin� arrives. 
We do, however, have to face the cost of implementing the bill 
that is ·before us which may be conside·r-1.ble. �-lost of the cost,· 
of course, will be in the way of salaries for the administrative 
staff which are already on our stren,;th, and I am told by my 
financial officers that at the present time, there appears· to 
be sufficient funds already appropriated in the Department of 
Education, to take c:1.re of these administrative expenses required 
to put the scheme .. before the peoole. Consequently, the House has 

not been 1.sked for more money in this respect. 
When I come to the Industrial Development Fund and the Agri

cultura.l Credit Act, which I shall link together, because they are 
similar in their financial requirements. I ,__rould point out to 
the House a fact which I am sure has occurred to members before 
now, and that is in order to get these funds operating a rather 
considerable deal of org1.nization and preliminary work will be 
necessary. It will be necessa.ry in some cases to find the per
sonnel will be available from the department staff. A good deal 
of or,sanizational work will be necessary in drawing up the oper
ating procedures by which these funds will carry on their bus
iness. :\nd I do not expect, .Sir, that it will be possible to get 
these organizations in oper3.tion much before 90 days -- in fact 
if they are in full flower inside 90 days, I think I will be 
entitled to congr'itulate those :v.rho are ch:1r:;ed with the detailed 
work. By tlnt time, it is likely th'lt we shall be in Session 
again and we will be able to deal with any financial problems that 
arise at that time. 

In the me:.�.mvhile organizational costs 1-art=sely of an admin
istr3.ti ve nature, can be carried in the estimates thJ. t \ll]ere passed 
at the previous Session of the last le�islature. I am advised 
by my financial officers th'lt there are sufZicient funds avail
able in those previous alloccttions to ta.ke cl.re of wh1.t we con
ceive. to be the necessities of these funds at the ,Jresent time. 

Now, in connection with the Industrial Development Fund, 
and the �gricultural Credit Fund, there is, of course, another 
much more important requirement and th:J..t is the capital by which· 
these funds are to oper-1.te. The organization expenses 1.re relat
ively insignificant� The main requiren1ent for money is for the 
reserve tha.t will be necessary to provide the fund to make the 
loans that will be m�de under these acts. Once those loans com
mence to be made, monies will be comin�s in by way of interest and 
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other sources, but mainly interest, - in fact I can't think of 
any other from the borrowers at the present - which will provide 
the working capital, we trust, to keep these organizations turn
in;'1: over. 

J3ut I would like to m-ake it clear to the House that \ve pro-
pose to draw on the reserve for \�rar and post-war emergencies 

for the fund to supply the c�oital for these organizations. I 
should say as well that we will draw on the same fund for \vhat
ever money is required for our winter employment bill and the 
expenses in connection therewith. I point out to the House that 
it is for purposes such as this tr-"'_t this fund was established 
and ':Jerhaps it would be well to read a: word or two from the Act 
respecting a reserve for war and post-war emergencies to demon
strate, or to illustrate, the opinion that I have just expressed. 
In the preamble of the act respecting a reserve for war and post
war emergencies, you will find among others, these words 11an.d 
whereas the purpose and intent of this Act is to authorize the 
expenditure out of the consolidated fund to be charged to the 
reserve, of monies for the welfare and employment of the people 
of the province during the war and post-war periods; and for 
v.rar and post-war emergencies, and for future uncontrollable ex
penditures; and for insurance against future loss of revenue." 
And then when orou �so down to the operative clauses of that ,'\.et, 
you will find J:;l-,js section five - "The Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council in addition to all oth�r monies to be expe�ded under 
the authority of any other Act of the Legislature, in his ab
solute discretion may (a) direct to be expended from the consol
idated fund such sums J.S he m3.y decide sho·<ld be expended for 
the welfare and employment of the people of the province during 
the war and post-w�r period, and the war and post-war emergencies; 
and for future uncontrollable expenditures; and for insurance 
against future loss of revenue, and (b) loan or advance money 
to or guarantee the ·oayment of money by, any person, public body, 
corporation or undertaking, in order to carry out the purpose 
and intent of this Act and provide for the sharing of expendi
tures made and for the whole if any expenditures to be so shared 
rnay in the first instance be paid out of the consolidated fund 
and to charge and charge to the reserve; and (c) enter into any 
agreement to carry out the purposes and intent of this Act and, 
(d) without being limited by the foregoin:;, take all such measures 

as you deem necessary to carry out the purpose and intent of this 
Act. 11 And there is more in the bill as T"'rell but thou_�ht I would 
read those portions because in our opinion they a�e clearly dir
ected toward the type of expenditure which we 3.re proposing to 
make from this fund at the present t'ime. 

The House will know th�lt in ea.ch of the bills that I have 
mentioned in this respect, there has been a clause authorizing 
the use of this /-\et. It seems to me that such clause was un
necessary in view of the very wide powers already in the i\.ct 
covering reserve for war and post-war emer::?;encies, but it was 
thou:?;ht good to put it in there so that the members of the House 
would be absolutely sure as to what was intended. And you will 
recall that .those clauses were passed by -- in the various stages 
by which the bill progressed and I do not recall anyone havin;; 
taken objection to their being there. Nevertheless, Sir, I 



thought it right t o  make a statement in this matter, because I 
want the House .J.nd the public to understand that as we said we 
would do when these matters were before the people and I stress 
that point, vle are using the post-war emergency fund for the 
development and welfare and employment of the people of J.l'lanitoba. 
That is what the fund was there for. We maintained in the past, 
that it should be used for that purpose and we are putting it to 
that use now. You may well ask me, what is in that fund at the 
present time, and are the resources of that fund freely avail
able for a o�rpose such as this? I think, Sir, that I can reply 
to those questions. 

There is in the fund at the present time a sum of something 
over ��15,000,000. Of that $15,000,000 .• the Government regards. 
$1,700,000. odd as being committed into the purchase of municipal 
sewer and water debentures. We have purchased these under pre
vious legislation from this fund. This leaves in our opinion 
an amount of somethin�� over $13,400,000. that is available for 
the purposes that I described. I am sure, Sir, that at least 
in the foreseea·ble future that th-at amount represents sufficient 
for the purposes, th3.t we have in mind. 

You may ask me whether the investments in which this money 
has been placed at the present time can be liquidated without 
loss to the Treasury and I say that in all major instances to 
the amount of possibly �PlJ, OOO, OOO. at any rate out of the total, 
they are available without loss to the public in this respect. 
I have taken the precautiort of examinin5 each of these items 
with the staff of the Treasury and have satisfied myself on that 
point.. So that we have here a fund >,vhich has been accumulated 
in the past and I oay my respects to those who accumulated it. 
I say thow:;h that as we said in the.election time that we would 
be orepared to use this for the employment and welfare of our 
people in the development of the Province and that is what we 
propose to do. 

Now, Mr. Jpeaker, after havin� s.aid a word or two about the 
financial situation of the province and of the means by which 

this Government proposed to finance the measures that we have 
placed before the Hou.se, I think perhaps I amy take advantage of 
the opportunity to say something about what this Government h3.s 
been doin�; since ,;ve came into office. 

There are two debates, Sir, that are of general interest. 
One is the Throne Speech. In tha.t the Governillent sets out it 1 s 
policy for the Session and endeavours to convince the House that 
it is ·��ood and to defend itself from attack on that policy. And 
the other is the budget debate v.rhich at least in this instance, 
I submit could probably be used by a person, such as myself, 
to lay before the House the record of the Government in the short 
time that it's been in office, and to �ive the House some idea of 
the direction in which we hope to :;o. And I'm goin; to do th1.t, 
Sir, by a brief reference to the various departments of the ad
ministration 'LS it is possibly a convenient method of following 
the ar·sument and the train of thou·;ht. Now, I want to stress, 
Sir, that not all the names that I am goin� to �ention are of 
equal importance. Some of them ma.y p�rhaos may be thow:;ht of as 
trivial. Some of them are of more lasting importance to the ec-
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onomy and development of the Province, so that I don 1 t ':!ish anyone 
to feel that I am trying to blew any particular action up to di
mensions larger-than life size. I don't think there is any need 
to oversell what h·1s been done and I hope that members opposite 
will just take the statement of what has been done as a state
men.t of fact and I'm not askin!; them to embroider it, and I'll 
try not to embroider it myself. What we have pl':lnned for the 
future is, of course, much more important than ':!hat we have done 
in the past. 

vmen 1ftre came in, in the field of a;�riculture, we were con
fronted with the thre.at cif a drou�;ht and we introduced a fodder
relief polici very similar to those 111Thich previou.s Governments 
have had in Manitoba - and we ma.ke no bones about sayin; that. 
There was. an added factor ·which as. far as I am aware was not 
adopted by previous Governments, and that is, that \ve have estab
lished as well a.s a fodder relief for 'the present time' we have' 
established a small, and I admit it is small, fodder reserve or 
stockpile, because the experience h3.s been that while many far..; 
mers may find themselves in a satisf3.ctory feed position as far 
as they can tell, should the winter be particularly severe, some 
rn3.y be in trouble and we h:.:t. ve established a small fodder bag 
to Jrovide against that kind of thim� and to see what can be 
done to relieve that necessity should it arise. 

I would like to say th'lt, as has already been mentioned in 
the House before, that we are in the process of consolidating 
all the water control and conservation Acts of the present Statut e 
book. It is our intention and we are well advanced, and we think 
we h�ve the man that's goin� to do the job set up our Provincial 
Water Conservation and Control Board v1hich we feel is badly needed 
in :Manitoba. Not in any way to undercut local interest or initia
tive because I want to �ssure the House that no one is stronger 
for that than we are, but merely to help that local initiative 
by giving it the tools that it needs and local initiative needs 
more than enthusiasm. It needs engineering advice and in some 
cases financial and ore;anizational a.ssistance as well. And our 
new arrangements will provide for th3.t kind of thing. 

VJe have taken mea13ures to make sure that the interests of 
this province are protected in the proposed Missouri River div
ersion scheme that was previously mentioned by one of the members. 
We have sent our representatives to take part with the Interna .. -
tion::J.l Joint Cormnission to see to it that Manitoba's interests 
are established, in the first place. 1tJhat are they? Vma t will 
this scheme do for the province of Manitoba? 1j;/hat will b e  the 
value of it to this ·Jrovince, and are we get tin·; ·1 fair share in 
comp1.rison to the contributions that we m3.y be called upon to 
make.· I must say, Sir, .and issue a warnin,:?; that this is a lon1; 
and len!,?;thy :)ro.csram, and that no one expects the Missouri waters 
to come flowin·s Jown here in the future, but we are certainly 
right in on the ground floor. We want to make sure, for example, 
that we don't add to the trouble of drainage on the Red River 
which is a possibility in this connection, ·without being fully 
ap:::Jraised of the situation. :'\nd also we w:ant to know what ad
vantage it '\iltill brin; to the water-short areas of southern !cian
itob�. We're on the job! 
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We are conduct in; as '.vell, SLr·, a current survey of water 
supply in southern Hanitoba. V.fe have had an investigation m:'l.de 
of all the water-short area.s. Our engineers have been out, and 
they have brou�ht back their reports of immediate 1.ncl critical 
situ::�.tions; some of them have been mentioned in this House and 
we are r?,;oiw'; to do our very best to see th1.t tho:=3e are met by 
the reconunendations which our. experts are br in-sin�'; to us, recom
mendations which we feel we can do and take some p1rt in and 
carry on. 

One of the first documents placed on my desk when I .J.ssumed 
office '"'Hs the report· of the Lakes Winnipeg and Manitor.:n Goard, 
and that has been mentioned in this RouGe. It was apparent, Sir, 
that ElS I had stated in the House previously a.nd in spite of the 
opinion of some, there was no cost-benefit study in that report. 
Now 1t is perfectly true that there were financia.l calcul'ltion$ 
and perhaps tlnt hJ.s mislead some, and· one can unc:lersta.nd that. ' 

But I find tha.t as far as the Government ·1t Ottawa is concerned, 
there is no cost benefit study in that repbrt and they produced 
good reason showin; me what particular items of cost need to be 
investigated further before one can come to an accurate c onclusion 
on that particular report. I say thc-tt that report and the terms 
of reference were enterred into on July 5th of 1956. If you vvill 
examine pa.ragra.uh six of the terms of reference you will see that 
a cost benefit study is specifically included. Novr we \·Ji;.;�;led, 
we tried to wig;le a.round th·1t ·1s hard ::ts we could and say look 
there are some financial facts, surely there is enou�h to �o ahead 
on -- 1.nd I for one feel there are -- but we were told 11No11• So 
without delay, in the same month, in fact ?Lbout ,·'l. \'reek a.fter the 
report hit my desk and after I had 'l ch::mce to re?Ld it, '-"' e set 
up our own cost benefit study on tha.t matter with the concurrence 
of the federal authorities. We expect that cost benefit study to 
be ready very soon indeed. 4.nd I want to say to the Hou.se that 
while I cannot �i ve a f irm statement as to V\7hen we will c ommence 
work because we need to negotiate with Ottawa, because I have 
warned them three times, we exoect them to help us pay .for it.· I 
want to say that from the informa.tion 1.vailable :-:1.t the present 
we consider tlnt d:tm to be a splendid thin?; .J.nd it is our inten
tion to proceed ·with it one way or another. So I serve notice on 
the Hou.:;e, Sir, th'lt they will sometime in the near future be 
called upon to provide funds for the Fairford D3.m. Whether we 
will h3. ve to pay for all of it ourselves or not remains to be 
seen. I have been given wh1.t I feel to be reasonable assurances 
th'lt th.e Dominion . .:;overnment will slnre t h'lt cost with us, but 
they will not commence nesotiations until a proper c:ost benef'it study 

has beeri prep'lred. Th-:t t will be re"'l:dy very shortly indeed. 
I merely bring this up because I •,vant the House to know 

that to the limit of :�u.r ability we lnve been takin.'.; prompt 'lction 
on these problems. I don't blar1e members opposite if they bring 
in resolutions on matters like this. It's their duty to do so. 
It certainly elucidates the matter and places thB sub ject before 
the public. But I merely want to say that \·ore, in this as in the 
other resolutions th3.t have been before the House some of which 
I shall P''rhaps refer to by way of, en passant, as they say in 
French, as I speak, they vorill find that we have not been inactive 
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i n  t hese matters. 
I will say not hing about Agricult ural credit , we've done 

t hat . Our Agricult ure Research Council is bei ng developed. It 
w i l l  probably form part of our Manitoba Research Council and I 
want t o  say t hat legislat ion will be produced here the next 
t ime we meet to give effect to ,t hat particular forni of act ivity. 
Agriculture also has been, the depart ment of Agritult ure has been 
very concerned about t he research work and other act ivities goi ng 
on at t he un,iversity. We have asked t he· aut horit ies there t o  
give u s  a five-ye'lr plan for t he development o f  t he agricult ural 
faculty among ot hers at that university. We are expecti n� t o  
present rather a large Bill t o  the next session of the l egislature _ 
for the const ruct ion of bui ldi n�J:s and faci lit ies particuLtrly 
i n  connect ion wit h livest ock. There are other requirernent s t here 
but there is a very l:1rge development of livestock contemplated 
for the ·faculty of Agriculture at the ·university of Manit oba. ' 

We began t hat as soon as we assumed office. However, t he  pl ans 
were not ready and we are waiting t o  hear wha.t they are but I 
assure you t hat t here is a very close li;:=d.son buildip.g up even 
closer than before, because I must Acimit a'nd I aJ1i supe my honour
able friends opposite would wish me to say , ·  that t here ha.s been 
a good liaiso n  bet ween t he department and t he universit y, but 
we hope t o  make it even m ore effect ive . 

· 

I can also say Sir, t hat the department is gain,� throush the 
t hrows of. a reform in many other ways. ·We w i ll be addin � t o  t hat 

department an· ext ensive additio n , ·  :i.n conservat ion ,  in farm 
management and extension services, in t he provision of agri cul
tural statistics . Someone was sayin1� the other day we should do 
something about market in,� problems and indeed.· .we irLtend t o  do so. 
But one of the basic t ools you requir.e in investigat ions of that 
sort -are stat ist ics . St at ist ics are not .. broken down on a Mani
toba basis and we have !nd t he strongest reconnnendations that v.re 
should t ake action in t hat respect, . and v.re are goi ng; to i mprove 
our stat ist ical services in t hat depart ment . 

Now , .3ir, t his is by no means an exhaust ive st at ement, but 
I must not liw;er too lon·?; in any o ne p lace. 

I 'm not goi ng to say much about Public 'vJorks becq.use v.;e have 
had a very full debat e on that point durirt� the last few days. 
I merely wi::;h ·t o say that in spite of our. i,mtb:i.lity t o  convince 
our friends opposite that we are mak ing any chan;;;;es , I want t o  
assure t hem t hat we are . That does not me3.n to say t h1.t we're 
gain:� t o  scrap the hic;hway system t ha.t we have now; t hat does 
not mean t o  say that >,ve ·1re not gai n ·'!; t o  carry on rebuilding t he 
highway system t hat v.re have now. Not hing of the kind. We' re 
gai n� t o  cont i nue to develop it . But we have, S ir, we have step
ped up the specificat ions :tnd roads�.that.\.v:ere ·,'3..t .. a,.gi::'·:±Va'l and 
asphalt specificat ion v,rh:Lch 'provecr unsatisfact6ry, · wj;ll have t hat 
gravel •1nd asphalt specificat ion impr�:'{'edh lt . .  does�.-•:t ·mean t hat 
they'll 3.11 be concret e - as that rat her'merry-go-round of a debat e 
seemed t o  i ndicat e last ni�_;;ht - but merely t hat we are spendi ng 
more money per r.1ile of road of t he various t ypes of roads t hat 
we build - and we build t hree or four.types as everybody knows , 
t o  t ry and �et a road t hat will be satisfactory i n  the Province 
of Manit oba . The Minist er said somet hing about his plannin� and 



all that kind of thing. I'm not gain; to reoeat that. 
The house will know that we decided to increase the assist

ance to the Disraeli Overp�ss by offerin: to oay half the costs 
of the 3.ppro1ches as well -:ts the full cost of the bridge. That 
w1s an ad hoc decision, made for th·1.t one inst'lnce. But I want 
to assure other munici-p3.lities th3.t we will be producin1s before 
this House in due course, a sta.ndard policy for assistance to 
municipalities in the building of bridges --1.nd in other arterial 
roads and streets that rnunicip'llities have that will be a fairer 
sh�ring of the burden of buildin� those roads as between the Pro
vincial :}overnment and the municipa.lity. Those thin.�s will be 
coming. 

If I were to pass on to the department of Mines and Natural 
Resources, I would say that one of the things that has distressed 
us ;reatly, and it has d�stressed honourable �entlemen opposite, 
is the de ores sed rural th1t we have iri south-eastern JvJ.anitoba. ' 
When we came into office we found that an inter-departmental com
mittee h'ld been set up and th:tt this committee h'id ffi''l.de a report. 
They had reported to the government on February 13th, 1958. How
ever when we came to take over the responsibilities o.f office 
we could find no evidence that any action had been taken on that 
report. Now, I 1 m not critical of that, because '''e had a session 
and ·3. general election in between, and ministers on the other 
side '-'.Tere undoubtedly very busy. But I would like to tell the 
House that we have not let the matter slide. The Minister has 
been down oerson'llly to have a look at some of these things. We 
have reactivated the departmental committee and we are determined 
to get some effective action for the people of that area. Down 
there we h3.ve the most profitable potential forest in the entire 
nrovince. A forest whose production of wealth can be increased 
�i.;ht times '"'hat it is today, if it is properly and efficiently 
one rated. It is not bein:� properly and efficiently operated 
today. To do that means that a good deal of co-ordination will 
have to be done. Because there are people in th3.t area1�0 have 
m3.de their livings cutting down t,ha t forest, and if new fo rest 
management measures are brought in provision must be made to 
assist them in obtainin·s a livelihood some way or another. For 
this current winter we will be producing plans to employ a good 
m3..ny people, sever1.l hundred, in the management of th3.t forest. 
And they will be put to work. Roads and fire protection facilities 
will be provided in th3.t forest so that we will minimize the ter
rible tragedies of fires that have taken place in that area in 
the last little time. We are determined to introduce, as far as 
a government can, specialized crops into that area, o.f the sort 
that have been mentioned by some members. We see the possibilities 
of a ·community pasture in th'lt 'lrea, which we .'lre lookin.'s into 
now. 

All these things 3.re practical measures to develop that 
part of M3.nitoba, for the benefit of it's people. If we have 
a little time we 1 re ·soin's to produce the goods on it. And I a:Sk 
members opposite to :�ive us, to have a little patience, to enable 

us to do that kind of thing. By the t.ime we meet again I hope 
to be able to report substantial progress to you in the develop
ment of that area in south-eastern M3..nitoba. 
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There are other measures th'lt we have in mind for that area 
but I'll not dwel l on them any further. There is another indus
try in the same department which is causing us equal cone ern and 
that is the condit�ons in the fishing industry on the great 
lakes of this province. For many years this has been a sore 
point. We have h:td special select committees of this legislature. 
Reports have been made; some action has been taken; and I'm not 
one to sell that short. Other things we believe can be done. 
The Hinister himself, m3.de a_ tour of some of the import'l.nt fish
ing stations to try and 'set in contact with the peopl e concerned, 
and to find at first hand what they h::td to say. And some of them 
were rather pl eased to see him because they had never seen a min
ister in ch3.rge of their particul ar industry before, and we are 
l ooking in,· ( some of them have, some of them h3.ven1t because thi.-J.t 
is what they tol d him) and we are gain; to see wha.t can b e  done 
in that ·respect. Whether it wil l be development of co-operative 
action among the fishermen, such as the University at St. Francois 
Xavier promoted in Nova Scotia so successfully among the deep 
sea fishermen or not, we cannot say. 

We realize that �overnrnent itsel f, c:in onl y set the stage; 
provide certain facil ities; and that it ls the people that really 
must do the job. That is sornethin-� that we try not to forget. 
But we are also gain,; to try and see >,vhat we C3.n properl y do in 
!_:;his respect for these people. We know of 3. few things we can 
do. We know that we can improve the quality and the qu3.ntity -
and there is very l ittl e of it - of research into their problems. 
vVhy have the fish moved out of certain areas? Is the poll ution 
that we recognize from the 1'-i"J.nitoba pul p a.nd paper mil ls kill ing 
the fish at the mouth of that river? Are the regul ations th3.t 
the 1?;overnment now prescribe sensible, or ,3.re they merely some
thing that 1 s been buil t up by "Guess and by ::;od 11 over the years, 
as they say. These are the things th3.t we intend to l ook into. 
We're going to increase the amount of research into the fishing 
industry. 

We are gain,� to study m3.rketin:_; methods· - the study has al
rea.cly commenced. The minister ha.s not only tal ked to the fisher
men, he's tal ked to some of the fish companies. 

1pJe 2re studying the question of access roads because in many 
pl"lces there is no reasonable transport3.tion for the fisherman 
to get his fj_sh to market except in ways that are under the con
trol of certain individual s  and organizations. Is that right? 
Wh3.t should l'!"e do :tbout it? :\re there enou_·?:h roads to the fish
ing stations on the west side of Lake Winnipeg and also on other 
parts of that lake? These considerations ':l.re wel l adv3.nced. And 
I am hopeful that when we meet again, I wil l be abl e to present 
a further report th:::tt demonstrates tlnt we have m:::tde some real 
progress in this m3.tter. 

Also under the same Minister and closely al lied with the 
Minister of Agriculture, is the question of water resources. 
The previous administration passed an Act providing for the est
abl ishment of such organizations such as the lower Red River Val l ey 
'vV-3.ter Conm1ission. 1.'v'hen we came into office, we· found bhat in 
progress. 1;.Je named the commission and established i� ?.nd set. 
it np. They have since come to us askinr; for engineering assist-
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ance, as we expected they woUl d, in helpin� them devel op their 
ideas for that area in the lower �ed River Valley, which is · 
so seriously short of water these days. Vie are ma.kin,1: all 
the facilities of the government ful ly avail abl e to those peopl e. 
I believe they are having a meeting very soon to discuss progress; 
if they have, perhaps it was l ast nL:r,ht, I'm not sure, and one 
of our department representatives will be there. Here again, 
is reasonable co-operation, I. 

think, betv1een the government and 
the peopl e concerned. We are not cl aimin.<5 any credit for having 
set up the Act that m:ikes this possible because we weren't in 
power to do so. Our friends opposite must take credit for that. 
We merely say that we are getting on with the job in that respect 
in an effective way. 

The Game and Fish branch is one which we feel requires some 
consideration. Vve are arranging for Dr. Ira Gabrielson- I think 
he was Director of the United States �vil d Life Service who has . 
made a survey of. game and fish administration of l aws and proced
ure in the State of North Dakota, and ·in one of the provinces of 
Canada, Newfoundland. And we are asking him to come here and to 
advise us on our game management to see whether.there is any way 
in which it can be improved. 

And coming into the same general picture on the industry 
and commerce side of the equation, there are many measures which 
'ire in h3..nd. We are concerned, Sir, with the devel opment of 
Northern Manitoba. It was in our pl atform. Vv'e are tryin,:S to 
carry it out. We have the road building policy of the $15 ,000 ,000 
which was referred to in previous debates. We do n't take any 
credit at all for that particular measure because it was announced 
before we came into office by the Federal Government, and I 
bel ieve our oredecessors agreed to go along with them. �;.'e don 1t 
take any credit for that. 'vve 1re going to do what they would 
have done in those instances. Vve 1 re going a l ittle further, Sir, 
we are l ocating these fishery access roads that I mentioned a littl e 
while ago which we hope to include under these schemes with 
Ottawa. And we are going a l ittle further with our forest pro.
tection roads, particul arly forest fire protection roads, in the 
main forests of the province. VJe are re-locatin,_oS the main nor
thern ro3.d that was scheduled to come out at Pine Dock where 
there's a ferry of some few mil es across Lake Winnipeg. It 
seemed to us that this was a poor terminus for a road - consid
erin:r, the trouble we h3.ve with some other ferries, and, anyway, 
we find that the l ocation alon:o>; the lake shore is· not very prac
tic3.l so that road is being located in another place. But it 
will serve the same purpose to open up a very l :'irge tourist 
area in terms of the lakes alon-:r, the eastern side of Manitoba. 
And a-lso to help in our forest management and in our fishery 
devel opment on the small er l akes of north-eastern M3.nitoba. And 
11small11 is surely a comparative term because the-y are very, very 
l3.rge compared to some other bodies of water. 

We are taking action, .Sir, on the whole question of northern 
transportation. Members will have read the Northern Report pre
pared by the Arthur D. Littl e Company. A report which was inaug
urated ·by my honourabl e friend, the member for Flin Flon, and 
we have taken a good many steps al ready in putting that report 
into action. 

l l  



One of t he most import ant thi ngs is to get a freight rate 
on t he Hudson Bay Railway that will promote the development and 
explorat ion of that count ry . We have, for example, at Sipiwesk 
and Kelsey, and i n  t hat general territ ory, t he maki ngs of a fine 
pulp and paper mill t errit ory. The power is t here, we just pro
vided it a few days ago, or ��de t he decision to prov ide it a 
few days ago. The railway is there but a st udy of t he rates 
discloses t hat t he si ngle biggest ha nd{cap, in our opinion to 
t he exploitat ion of that forest , are the fre ight rat es. We are 
doi ng our be�t t o  overcome that part icular handicap. W� are 
consult i ng now with the railways concerned and will report t he 
progress which we have made upon it, i n  t he near future. 

The Depart ment of Industry and Commerce is also erigaged i n  
t he expansion of our t ourist i ndust ry. W e  are maki ng a n  inventory 
of all t he tourist resm:•:::; sites in Manit oba. When t hat i nventory 
is made, we will t hen proceed with a plan and a priority for t he 
development of t hose sites, e i t her by t he provision of roads i nto 
t hem, which is t he major fact or i n  many cases, or whatever measures 
are considered advisable i n  order t o  promote that t ourist i ndustry. 

We are i nventoryi ng our asset s; we are link i ng them to our 
resources, and we are developi ng a priority by which t hose assets 
may become • •  may be placed i n  t he earning capacity. 

When t his i ndust rial development b i ll receives t he R oyal 
Assent , we will assist localit ies i n  Manitoba in t he establishment 
of t heir local indust rial development corporat ion . Act ive mea
sures will be taken t o  promot e those by t he depart ment . The city 
of Brandon, I am pleased t o  observe, has already t aken st eps 
on t heir own i nit iat ive . And we look forward to co-operat i ng 
with t hem i n  t he development of t hat part icular form of local 
act ivity. We hope t hat wi ll go on all over Manitoba. 

I referred t o  t he Manit oba Research Council i n  connect ion 
wit h agriculture, and, as I say, legislat ion will be here next 
t ime t o  put t hat i nt o  act ion. 

During t he winter - duri n�g the present period - we w ill be 
proceedi ng with a program of t ourist campsite developments along 
t he mai n  highways as a winter work project i n  co-operat i o n  with 
t he Federal government . Similar to t he scheme t hat I t h i nk was 
in effect last year . The scheme, however, now t akes i n  not only 
the Trans Canada but all t he major highways t hat we crre to make 
recommendat ions on, and, while I'm subject to correct ion, I 
t h i nk it is an expansion over t he previous program. But in t he 
Department of Industry and Commerce, we have another plan that 
we are developi ng which we hope will be open for discussion t he 
next t ime we meet . And,_ t hat is, we hope to co-ordinate i n  a 
way t hat is not done so far, our act ivit ies for t he development 
of t he natural resources of t his provi nce. 

There are many problems i n  connect ion wit h  nort hern devel
opment i n  part icular, and with i ndust rial development as well i n  
the southern part o f  the provi nce. Some of t hem are financial; 
some of t hem are economic; some of t hem are matters of t ransport 
at ion; some of t hem are t he mat ters of market ; some of th em are 
t he mat ters of negot iat ion and i nt erest i n  co nnect ion wi th outside 
capit al; some of t hem are in connect ion wit h  t he development of 
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MR. ROBLIN (Continued): 
local initiative and interest. �nd we have it in mind to estab
lish a separate ,3.uthority which would have the responsibility 
of co-ordinating all these various aspects and developing the 
northern policies on which we have decided. 

I don't think it is necessary to say much in the field of 
education because the bill that this House has unanimously 
passed is generally reckoned to be a very considerable advance. 
And, I believe it to be. And I trust that with the same co
operation that we received when the bill was in the House, re
ceive the same co-operation outside the House, that we can put 
this bill into use. 

I know th-3.t some honourable members have reservations about 
certain parts of the bill - that's only to be exoected - and I'm 
not making any complaint about it at all. But now that the bill 
is here, I hope that we will get together and make this work and 
put it to the use of the people of the province. 

We have a Royal Commission report or, shall I say a special 
study, I'm not quite sure of it's correct description, in con
nection with physical fitness. That also was a matter that was 
initiated by our predecessors. We have not yet decided how we 
can implement that report. Much of it ties in with the question 
of curriculum which is still open. Perhaps it would not be 
wise to proceed too quickly With that until we know what the reoom
mendations of the Royal Commission on education are in respect 
to curriculum. However, there are certain aspects of it that 
have nothing to do with the schools, that are really community 
problems. And with thQse we feel we can proceed and decide what 
course we shall follow. 

As I intimated when I was talking about agriculture, we 
are also concerned with the development of the University of 
Nanitoba. We have asked the �uthorities of the University to 
give us a five-year plan, particularly in respect of their pro
jective capital requirements for that University. We feel 
that when the new school bill comes into effect, there is an 
excellent chance of doubling, of doubling the high school pop
ulation, we feel that many more of our young people will want 
to take ..,.dvantage of a uni versit,y· education. And we want to 
be ready to have those facilities available to them.. So we are 
making a study of these requirements. We have asked the author
ities at the university to give us a future projection of their 
needs and we shall, in due course, be asking this House to pro
vide the 'wherewithal' to make those thin•:;s possible. 

Now, Sir, in connection with the department of the Attorney
General, there are certain things that we have done. \ve have 
increased the accommodation at Headingley by the provision of a 
minimum security addition which we trust will be complete in 
December. That will accommodate lOO more inmates. We 1 re the 
first to admit that building a bigger prison doesn't solve any
thing very much. Building a bigger prison doesn't do anybody very 
much good and it's a little bit trying to the taxpayer. But 
faced with an immediate situation of a desperate overcrowding 
there with a clear warning-from the head of the jail that we 
could expect an 'explosion' if something was not done (and that 
W3.S the warnin,c; that he gave us) we decided that we would b� 
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MR. ROBLIN (Continued) 
remiss if we did not take action on that matter. And that we 
have done. 

In connection with the Manitoba Home for Girls, we are 
abandoning the residence at Dynevor, as I think the House knows. 
Arrangements have been made to acconunodate most of the girls 
at the Home of the Good Shepherd until the new school is ready. 
There are a few termed 1incorrigibles1 I'm afraid that get purely 
custodial care and are not in the Home of the Good Shepherd. Final 
plans for the new girls' residence will be ready very shortly and 
we expect to call the tenders in January so that we may proceed. 
But, in the meanwhile, we feel that these girls are very adequately 
taken care of where they are now, and I think it would be unbe
coming of me if I did not express the appreciation of the govern
ment to those who made that accommodation possible. It was a very 
public spirited and kindly gesture towards those girls and one 
which we have not overlooked. 

I would like to tell the House that some constructive measures 
are on foot in this department. Very shortly now we will com
plete our plans for an expanded probation service in the province 
of Manitoba. We have always felt that we could make better use 
of probation officers, particularly for first offenders a nd 
juveniles. We don't minimize the problem nor do we maintain that 

prQbation officers in themselves are the solution to our delin
quency or other problems, because they are not. But we are con
vinced that experience elsewhere is worth copying and thtt we 
can restore, at a reduction of cost to the taxpayer, incidentally, 
some of these convicted people to a regular life • Some, of 
course, we can not help in that way. 

We also have under study as to what we vvill do with six 
months-and-under prisoners. Right now we face the problem of 
putting them in the jail at Headingley or wherever, and people 
say, well they're only here for a short period, you can't train 
them; and there is some lo·sic to that argument; or the conditions 
are such there that there is no segregation; no facilities for 
training, and all that kind of thing. And we are in the process 
of developin'S plans to provide an alternative form of detention 
for those people that we think will help them get back on the 
'rails' better than the present system does. 

You will know from reading the paper that the Federal gov� 
ernment has decided to adopt the Fauteux Report and we have offered 
our full and complete co-operation with them in that deal. We 
feel that this opens up a new era of prison management and of 
prison reform in Canada. It will certainly reduce our responsib
ilities considerably and I think allow us to give more attention 
to those prisoners which do come within our charge. 

Now, Sir, I must say that the problems of juvenile delin
quency are still with us. A committee has ;iven us a, I believe, 
a preliminary report on what we should do. We are considering 
that and we will h�ve to see what measures can be devised to 
help in this problem. 

The honourable the member for Ethelbert, I know, will agree 
with me v.rhen I say that this is a matter that '14ill not solve 
itself, and will require the best efforts that we c:tn give it. 
And we are conscious of the strength of the argument that the 
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MR. ROBLIN ( Cont i nued ) 
home is t he place where t he s e  measures c omme nc e . But if t he home· 
fa ils , t he n  the o nus I ' m afraid s eems t o  fa ll on us . 

We have b e e n  very act ive in the Departme nt of Health and 
Public We lfare . One of t he first t hings we did was i ncreas e  the 
age at whic h fre e polio shot s we re given - from 20 to 40 . I 
should like t o  expla in why t hat measure was take n .  I ' ve bee n i n
formed and I pre sume it is c orrect , t hat a pro posal t o  d o  this 
wa s not c ons idered advisable by t he previous administ rat ion . But 

whe n  we c o ns idered that Ma nit oba was the c e ntre o f  polio inc id 
ent s  in North Ame r ica ; that adult s from 2 0  t o  4 0  we re atnong t ho s e  

mos t  s e riously affect ed by it ; t hat t h e  c o s t  t o  the t r easury was 
'relat ive ly small ; t hat we s e emed t o  be fac i ng a po lio e pidemic , 
that t his would be a s plendid means of prot e c t i ng aga i nst it , 
in mor e  ways t han one . Be caus e it would give that impetus o f  
publicity i n  a s e ns e  and make . fac i l i t i e s  ava i lable t hat pe rha ps 
were ignored by t he popula t i o n  be fore .· I suppose mo st people 
c ould afford to oay for it . We c ons idered it wi s e  to put it on 
t he list of fre e b iologies along wit h  many other fre e biologie s .  
Becau s e  if by that way we c ould per suade peo ple t o  t ake adva nt age 
of t hi s  s ervic e and e liminat e t he inc ident s  or t he s e verity of 
pol i o , the c o s t s  to us would b e  returned ma ny t ime s over in the 
ma i nt e nanc e  of those polio pat ient s  that would not o t he rwi s e  be 
saved . To say not hing ,  what s o eve r , of the human valu e s  i nvolve d . 
So while people c a n  afford t o  pay for small pox vac c inat i o ns , I 
suppo s e , other t hings on t he list of fre e  b i o logie s ,  we t hought 
it s ens ible from a humane and from a. financ ial po i nt of v i ew 
both to make t hat change of polic y .  I must n ' t  dwell o n  it t oo 
long b ecause in it s elf it i s  a minor t hing .  But I am able t o  say 
t hat s ome other s t e ps have b e e n  t aken in t his general fi eld . We 
have arranged for an extra c la s s  of x-ray t echnic ians t o  be grad
uat ed this year or t o  c omme nc e  t his year to me et the inc re a s i ng 
demand for x-ray t ec hnic ians at our health unit s . One of the 
biggest problems we fac e i n  t h i s  de partme nt i s  t he que s t ion of 
t ra ined staff . We are t rying t o  he lp ours elve s by this s o rt of 
' i n training ' proc edure . 

From the 30th of June last , no more l i e ns are placed against 
pat i e nt s  i n  our me nt a l  inst itut i ons . That has b e e n  abolished . 
The re are many future plans in this de partment . We are ho ping 
t o  e nlarge exist ing health unit s and add t o  t he health unit s t hat 
we have in t he provinc e . This , of c ours e ,  i s  t i e d  t o  the que s 
t i o n  of pe r s o nnel and we a r e  busy providing t he p e r s o nne l s o  
t hat we c a n  undert ake t his expans i o n . We wi ll be expect ing t o  
ask you for mor e  mo ne y f o r  bui ld i ng a t  Portage La Pra irie and 
at Se lkirk . We are inc r.e a s i ng the fac i l it ie s  for the t r a i ning 
of pract ical nurs e s  by 5 0% . Thr e e  c las s e s  this year instead of 
two . We are negot iat ing wit h  Ottawa t o  plac e 97 of t he beds in 
the �� nit oba Sanitar ium at Ninett e  under the Manit oba Hos pital 
Servi c e  Plan , 't o take care of t ho s e  chronic c a s e s  whi c h  ne e d  
cust odial nur s i ng and that s ort of thing . We are nego t iat i ng 
wit h  Ot tawa t o  ext e nd t he out - pat i e nt de partment s e rvic e s , t hat 
are not provided now under t he hos pital s ervic e pla n ,  e s pec ially 
for mi nor surgical proc edures . What happe ns now i s  t hat out 
pat i e nt s  norma lly are not under the plan . So if anyone go e s. 
in for minor surger y ,  t he y  go int o  a b e d  and stay t here for a day 
or s o ; at a very high c os t  c ompared to t he out - pat i e nt s ervic e . 

15 



MR. ROBLIN ( Cont i nued ) .  
We t hink it good e c onomics a nd good from a me dica l  point of view 
t o  t ry a nd pr ovide t hat out - pat i e nt s ervi c e  as part of t he plan,  
and we are doing our best t o  se.e t hat t hat i s  brought about . 

We are goi ng t o  es tabli s h ,  appr o val has b e e n  give n ,  for the 
e s t ablishment o f  a full t ime plac ement offi c e  whos e  j ob it will 
be to g et t ho s e  chronic cas e s  t hat are now - I s houldn ' t  u s e  the 
word ' c lut t e r ' because we are dealing with huma n b ei ngs - but who 
are occupyi ng beds i n  t he act ive ho s pi t al at a very high rat e  -
$20 . 00 ,  and . more in s ome . We are s.ett ing up a pla c ement d e part 
me nt t o  help t h o s e  people get out of t ho s e  act ive b eds and i nt o  
beds where t hey c an rec eive the kind o f  care t hat t hey require at 
a smaller c o s t  t o  us , and als o t o  make more b eds available in our 
act ive hospitals . 

We have ext end ed t he polio home care program t o  g et polio 
pat i e nt s  who have. been i n  t h e  hospit a l  for a numbe r  of years ou,t 
o f  the hospital and back home . We ' ve mad e  additi o nal g rant s  t o  
make t hat kind o f  t hing p o s s ible . 

We are foll owing up t he e ffort s of t he previous Minis t er of 
Hea lt h  to enlarge t he d i sability a llowanc e program . I don ' t  know 
whet he r  we will be a ny more suc c e s s ful t ha n  he wa s ,  but we have 
done o ne or two t hi ngs t o  cut down the t ime lag by eliminat i ng 
the muni c i pal link i n  t hat . We found on study that t he munic ipa l 
it i e s  s imply wer e  act i ng as a p o s t  offi c e  forwarding the c la ims t o  
us ; we have agre ed t o  t ake t hat link out o f  t he chai n .  And we are 
working very hard to get a change i n  the d i sability allowanc e s  
made . I me rely say t hat a s  a progre s s  re port becau s e  no one knows 
whether we will be suc c e s s ful or not . 

When we c ame i n ,  we found a very dist re s s i ng backlog o f  c a s e s  
i n  t h e  adopt i on servic e . We ' ve hired anot he r lawye r  t o  he lp us 
c l ear this up so t hat we can get t he s e  c hildren i nt o  the home s of 
the marri ed people t hat wa nt to take t hem i n .  And , i nc identa lly , 
we expect t o  be bringing in legi s la t i o n  t o  revise t he adopt i o n  law 
t o  make it more workable t han it is at t he pre s ent t ime . But t he 
ma i n  t hi ngs in t hi s  departme nt , Sir , hi nge around the hos pit al. 
plan . We are c o ns c ious t hat we wi ll not b e  a ble t o  operat e th� 
plan effi c i e nt ly at t he least po s s ible cost unless we provide 
c o nval e s c e nt ac c ommodat i o n ;  c o nva lesc e nt a c c ommodat i o n  t hat will 
provide for the older pe o ple , for example , t hat are chronic c a s e s  
o r  that ne e d  b e d  care . Some of t hem also can get a long wit h  l e s s  
c a r e  t han that . They can be give n t hat a c c ommodat i o n  in a c on
val e s c ent hospital . Peopl e  who are r e c o ve ri ng from s e ri ous ill
ne s s es or a c c id e nt s  can be pla c e d  i n  inst itut i o ns of t hat s o rt 
a nd given t he kind of care t hey ne e d  at a muc h  lower c o s t  t han we 
a r e  paying t oday in our act ive bed hospitals . The me dical people 
t e ll us we are 20 years behind t he t ime i n  our hos pital deve l o p
ment program here , a nd we ' re going t o  try and c at c h  up a little 
o n  it . 

We als o are making plans , S i r ,  for t he es tabl i s hment o f  a 
rehabi litat i o n  ho s pital t hat wi ll be u s e d  by t ho s e  who ne ed 
physical t herapy, and att e nt i o n  of t hat s ort . I t  will b e  part 
icularly valuable for Workme n ' s  C ompensat i o n  cas e s , s o  that t hes e 
me n may b e  brought ba c k  t o  full s e lf-support i ng s t a nda rd s . Our 
advi s ors in t he t e chnical field , t e ll us t hat there i s  a need for 
a s pecial i z ed hos pit al of t hat s ort . We i nt end to bring measure s 
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MR. ROBLIN ( Cont i nued ) 
t o  pr ovide for it next t ime we me et . A school of phys ical thera py 
can be e stablished wit h that , and t hat i s  under i nvest igat i o n  at 
t h e  pre s e nt t ime as we ll . · 

Today the Mi nist er i s  me et ing in a ro om acro s s  t he hall , t o  
cons ider t he problems o f  t he aged , and the pens i oners , that were 
d i s cu s s ed here t he other day . He will be me e t i ng aga i n  next week 
wit h  other people t o  c ons ider t he s e  other problems t hat we have 
here ; because we are not anxious t o  proc e ed by a hit -and -mi s s  
program, t hat is i ll-cons idered or unc o - ordinated ; our i nt e nt ion 
is t o  form a mast e r  plan for t he s e  things so t hat we can pro c e e d  
in a log ical and e ffi c i e nt manne r ; s o  that the most important 
things can be d o ne first , becau s e  t he Hous e wi ll rec ogni z e , as 
we d o ,  t hat t he s e  t hi ngs can o nly be done in stages . But we 
i nt e nd t o  know where we are go ing and how we are going t o  do it . 
And act ive study has been given t o  t hos e things s i nc e  we came in 
and we ' will have c onc r e t e  proposals to pla c e  before you when next 
we me et . · Mothe r ' s  All owanc es will a l s o  be t horoughly r e formed 
if we have our way wit h  the F ederal Government . We have already 
as part of t he report on Nort hern Manitoba , t aken st e ps t o  r e in
forc e t he . health s e rvi c e s  i n  t hat area , b e c ause in t he growth of 
the s e  new t owns a nd sett lement s ,  we find t hat to be very badly 
ne eded . They are not und e r  regular munic i pal organi z at ion in 
many cas e s  and require t hat kind of att e nt ion from us . 

The D e pa rtme nt of Labour , / S i r ,  has it s wint ef employme nt 
bill . I t hink we are e nt it led t o  s ome small c redit for having 
taken t he i nit iat ive in Canada i n  t he bringing i n  o f  a bill of 
t hat s ort , and we hope t hat it wi ll prove e ffect ive and us eful 
t o  t he me n who need t hat kind of help . We have held me e t i ngs 
wit h  trade unions and with management o n  t he lay-off situat ion 
in Tra ns c o na .  Becau s e  whi l e  we b elieve t hat t he ult imat e future 
of t hat t own is bright , a nd t hat there will c o nt inue to be for 
many years , a large and modern plant of t he railways t here , we 
do fac e  t he fact t hat s ome men who are unemployed from t ime t o  
t ime , b y  r e a s o n  o f  age ; b y  reason of the ir t rade ; b y  reas on o f  
their establishment i n  that localit y ,  are i n  a d i ff icult s i t - ·  
uat ion whe n it c omes t o  finding alt e rnat ive employme nt . I t  may 
be t hat our r esult s , that our effort s , may be sma l l , but at 
least we are go ing to mak e  an e ffort t o  do what we c a n e  

Minimum .wage , e nforc ement of t he Fair Wage Act , changes i n  
t h e  Vaca t i o n  Wit h  Pay Act , may a l l  b e  ant ic ipat ed . We r e c e ived 
t he other day ,  as you know, 1. Royal C ommi s s i o n  on t he Workme n ' s  
Compensat i o n  Act , and I visua l i z e  sweeping re form i n  t he legi s 
lat ion c overi ng that mat t e r  whe n  next we me et aga i n .  

I n  t he De partment o f  t he Muni c i pal Mini s t e r  we have t aken 
st e ps t o  e stablish a local government d i s t ri c t  at Churchill as 
rec ommended in the Northern Repor t . We are reviewi ng the fin
a nc ia l  pos it i o n  of all t he local government d i st ri c t s ,  and I 
b e l i e ve t hat we may b e  able t o  prude ntly a nd fai r ly autho ri z e  a 
reduc t i on i n  t axa t i o n  on a c c ount of t he large r e s e rves t hat have 
b e e n  brought t o  our not i c e  by t he Compt roller-Ge nera l . We are 
hopi ng to help munic ipa l it i e s  wit h  t he ir audit i,ng problems and a 
study i s  under way i n  t hat r e s pect . 

And t he re wi ll be a re form o f  t he Munic ipal and Public 
Ut ilit y Board legislat i o n  brought before t his Hous e whe n  next we 
me et . I n  the De partment of Public Ut i l it i e s  we are negot iat ing 
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new nor t hern power rat e s  with s ome c ommuni t i e s  that have exce ed
ingly high rat e s . We have aut hor i z e d  t he expans i o n  of the plant 
at Ke ls ey , as t he Hous e already knows , and we are e nt e r i ng int o  
negot iat i ons for the expans ion of our nort hern powe r netwo rk �  
That in part , a t  least , fulfills t he views o f  t his part y ,  t hat 
c ommunication and power were among the c hi e f  requirement s of 
nort hern qevelopment , and we . a re go ing t o  do s omet hing t o  s e e  
that tho s e  requirement s a r e  met . 

I would a l s o  like t o  say t hat while t his i s  a very s mall 
thing ind e ed - we t o ok act i on at once to i nstall an a uxilia ry 
powe r unit in the polio hos pital here aft er we had the unfort 
unat e break i n  the power suppl y .  

I ' m not go ing t o  s ay t o o muc h  about TV deve l o pme nt , -the r e ' s  
a d e ba t e  on that i n  progre s s  - merely t o  s a y  t hat t h e  t e c hni cal 
a s pect s of the mat t e r  s t i l l  have not been r e s o lved by t ho s e  who 
e nt ered int o  a c ontract with t he Government t o  do s o ,  and we are 
doing what we c an t o  help t hem get on with it , and wait i ng anx
ious ly for s ome c o nc ret e result s $ 

We are s tudying the provi s io n  of a ppeal mac h i nery for the 
Mot or Vehic le Board . Right now, a s  the House knows , there i s  no 
appeal from t he i r  dec i s ionp a nd i f  I have given t he Board it s 
c o rrect t it le , I 'm referring t o  the one that 'ha s t o  do wit h 
lic ens ing and t hat s ort of mat t e r , as far a s  drive r s  are c o n
c erned . But we are c o ns ide ring t he mat t e r  of providi ng s ome 
appeal from that o Let me say , s o  t hat I should not be misunder
s t o od , that t hat i s  an exc e llent board , we ll run ,  and a c redit 
to the Mini s t e r  and the Governme nt who set it in mot i o n ,  and a 
c red it t o  the people who are i n  it now . But it s e ems advisable 
t hat there should pe rhaps be s ome r e c ours e  from a ny d e c i s i o n  
that i t  lays down . 

The Provincial S e c retary has provided us wit h Hansard -
o f  whi c h  there are mixed opini on .  We have brought i n  t he 40-hour 
we ek for c erta in employees in the ins t ituti ons whic h  d i d  not have 
it before . We have undertake n t o  i nt r o du c e  a group i nsuranc e  
pla n f o r  t he Civil S e rvic e a s  a whole , by the t ime t he next est
ima t e s  roll around . And a s  I i nt i mat ed in the Hou s e  b e fore , we 
are making a c omplet e review of t he pens i o n  s ituat i on for our 
c ivil s ervant s . C e rt a i n  pens i o ners t hat are c a s e s  o f  hardship 
have already been dealt with . We are looking at all t he others . 
When t hos e fac t s  are ava i lable before us , and whe n  we have t he 
pri c e  tag t hat g o e s  along with it , we ' ll be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t ell 
the Hous e what we should re c ommend i n  that cas e . 

I ' m go ing t o  c onclude my remarks , Sir , by sa ying a word o r  
two about t he d epartment whi c h  I a m  r e s ponsible f o r  - a nd t hat i s  
the Trea sury . I can r e port t hat shortly aft e r  we a s sumed o ffi c e , 
we were able t o  make a rra ngement s for t he dis posal o f  the rac e
t rack bond ,  which had b e e n  purcha s ed o n  e l e c t i o n  day .  They are no 
longe r  in t he provi nc ial port fol i o ; t he y  have b e e n  pla c e d  in 
pri vat e hand s , and our mo ne y is back in our hands a nd we ' re us i ng 
it f or other purpo s e s . 

The Treasury Board or t he Provinc ial Treasur er , a c cord i ng t o  
t he s tatut e ,  reduc ed t he support rat e o n  munic ipa l bond i s sues 
from Si% to 5� . The s ame holds t rue for t he school d ebenture s o  
I have no c alculat ion t o  s how what t hat meant t o  t he School Board 
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MR. ROBLIN ( C ont i nued ) , 
but I can give you t he s e  fighrJ s a s  t o  the meaning of one -quart e r  
o f  o ne pe rc ent t o  the munic ipalit i e s  s i nc e that c ame int o  forc e . 
Carma n ,  $13 , 500 , saving of int er e st ; A s s i niboia , $9 , 100 . 00 ;  
Carbe rry , $ 5 , 400 . 00 ; Swan River , $6 , 000 . 00 ; Flin Flon,  $5 , 100 . 00 ;  
C harleswood , $7 , 900 . 00 ;  Fort Garry,  $3 , 000 . 00 ;  Bra ndon, $ 7 , 900 . 00 ;  
Rus s ell , $900 . 00 ; Mord e n ,  $2 , 100 . 00 - Tot al , $60 , 900 . 00 .  So t hat 
move was b e nefic ial t o  t he muni c i palit ies that we re affe cted by it . 

Well , Sir , i f  I may say just a word about the T rea sury Boa rd ,  
t o  g i ve you a s ort of - t o  gi ve you an idea of the k i nd of thing 
in which t hey are e ngaged . One of their purpo s e s , of cours e ,  i s  
t o  study t he f i nancial and admini s t rat ive ope rat ion of t he govern
ment , to s e e  how we can improve t hings - -what t he e ffect of new 
polic ies would be and all t hat kind of t hi ng .  And it s e emed t o  
u s  advi sable t o  c o -ord inat e a nd s et up a body t hat c ould unde r
take these i nve s t i gat i o ns for us . I have a list of some 3 5 t hat 
they are looki ng int o  now-- such t hi ngs a s  t he effect of t he 
Manitoba Hospital Pla n o n  provi nc ial expenditures a nd re venue ; 
c omparat ive b ond yields , and average purcha s e  pric e s ; c omparat 
ive pr ovinc ial tax studie s ; five-year fore cast s of e xpend iture 
and reve nu.e to be re newe d ; s ignificanc e  of populat i o n  e s t imat e s  
on federal-provinc ial tax a gre ement - - a ll t he s ort o f  things 

.t hat will be familiar t o  members and Mini s t e rs o ppos it e , becaus e .  
t hat ' s  the kind of thing t hat t hey have be e n  dealing with i n  d ays 
gone by . A few new pro j e c t s  - c ro p  benefit financ i ng fact ors re 
highwa ys , bridge s , roads ; t he e laborat ion of t he ut ilit y c o nc e pt ; 
pr e parat ion i n  Manitoba ' s  cas e for a s s i stanc e re Red Rive r Va lley 
flood c ontrols , and Lak e Winni pe g and Manit oba flood c ont rols ; 
t ypewrit er s ervi c e  c o nt ract s a na l ys i s ; study of gas o li ne anq 
mot o r  fuel power tax on a ge neral tax ve rsus road u s e r  t ax c1o n
c e pt ; d i e s e l  fuel tax c ollect i o ns ; ga s o line a nd mot o r  fue l  tax 
overhaul ; 5 - year forecast of expenditures of ut ilit i e s ; s tudy 
of t he d e pr e c ia t i o n  r e s e rve s ; study of munic i pa l  d e bt guarant e e s  
versus int e re st guara nt e e s  only - t here ' s  a s ignifi cant e f f e c t  o n  
t he c laim on the C o ns o lidat ed Fund under s ome of t he s e ,  we think -
submis s ions t o  t he Borde n  Commis s ion o n  e ne rgy ; orga ni z at ion a nd 
met hod s tud ie s ; s pac e ,  e qu i pment a nd furni shing for offic e s ; 
government owned c ars ; t ravel r e gulat i o ns ; pay a s  • • • .  regulat i o ns 
and fringe be nefit studi e s ; e s tablishment i n  number of employee s 
i n  each d epartme nt ; s tudy of government and ut ilit y s e lf - i nsur
anc e and insura nc e plans gene rally ; study of e le c t ronic acc ount 
i ng and c omput ing pos s ibilit i e s  t hroughout t he s ervi c e ; po s s ibil
i t y  of u s i ng s t e nographic . po ols ; study of broad eni ng the C ivil 
Service Sup erannuat ion Pla n - a nd s o  on and s o  o n ,  and s o  on . 
All studie s  whi c h  b ear o n  t he e f fi c ienc y of the admini st rat ion . 
We feel that pot e nt ially t his Board c a n ,  by means o f  it s sugge s t 
i ons ,- e f f.ect mat e rial savings i n  t he o pera t i ons and i n  the effic 
i e nc y  of t he admi ni s t rat i o n ,  a nd we i nt e nd t o  c a rry t hrough wit h  
i t  t o  s ee how b e s t  we c a n  improve what . is  generally a dmitt ed t o  
b e  a prett y  effic ient organi z a t i o n  anywa y ,  - · I c e rt ai nly would 
not wi s h  a ny o t he r  meaning t o  be t ak e n  from my words - but there 
i s  nothing t hat cannot l:)e improve d ,  and we 1 r e go i ng to see if we 
c an ' t  make s ome addit i ons here . 

· 

Mr .  S peaker , I ' ve s poken for quit e a long t ime and I ' m s o rry 
i f  I ' ve outworm my we lc ome with the Hous e , but in view of the 
fact t hat we didn ' t  have t he usual genera l d i s cuss i o ns this year 
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MR. ROBLIN ( Cont inued) 
o n  department a l  est imat es , I thought it w ould be fit t ing for me 
t o  give the House some idea of what we had been up t o. 

Now in summing it up , I think t hat I could conclude fa irly , 
i n  t his way , t hat s i nce we have t aken office , we have been act ive 
i n  t hose immediate problems which presented themselves t o  us . I 
don't c laim , a nd please underst a nd t hi s ,  I don ' t  claim t hat in 
t hose four or five months we have t urned t he world upside down , 
o r  made a ny radica l reform of anyt hing that we have put our hand 
t o  i n  t he Province . Common sense t ells us that is somet hing t hat 
cannot be done within t hat s hort period , even i f  i t  were possible 
on o ther grounds. But it does indicat e t hat we have been act i ve 
i n  t ackl ing our problems ; i t  do es indicat e  that we have t aken 
act i o n  a lready on the mot ions and resolut ions t hat members oppos
ite have placed before us , so t hat we are just as cogniz ant as 
t hey are of t he problems which t hey seek to bring to the a t t ent'ion 
of t his House. A nd I have sket ched in some general way t he pro j 
ect s  we have i n  ha nd , and t he proposals that we int end t o  bring 
down int o the next House , in order to give some i nd icat ion of t he 
fact t hat we have not been cont ent merely t o  do t he day t o  day 
j ob ,  but i ns o far as t ime a nd abi l i t y  permit s , we ha ve t ried t o  
come t o  grips , at least i n  a n  init ia l way , with t ho se larger 
problems which a ffect t he development and welfare o f  our Province. 

And if we cont inue t o  work hard , and i f  we are as success
ful as we hope we may be , we have good expect at ions of bringi ng 
int o t his House , next t ime we meet , measures that will be progres
sive ; measures that wi ll be with i n  our power to pay for - because 
we are carefully looking at t hat aspect of it I do assure you -
and measures which wi l l  general ly commend themselves t o  this House 
and t o  the people o f  t he Provi nce as being good for �Bnitoba . 

MR. D . L .  CANPBELL ( Leader of t he Opposi t ion ) :  Mr .  Speaker , 
I move , seconded by t he Honourable t he member for Port age la 
Pra irie , that the debate be arjourned . 

Mr .  Speaker read the mot ion and a ft e r  a vo ice vot e , declared 
t he mot ion carried . 

(cont i nued on next page) 
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MR . SP EAK ER : Ad j ourned d e bat e o n  the propo s e d  r e so l ut i o n ,  
t h e  ho nourab l e  membe r  for St e .  Ro s e . The ho noura b l e  member for 
Bra nd o n �  

MR . L I SSAr<AN : Mr . Speak e r ,  I b e l i e v e  we have heard the 
F i r s t Mi ni s t e r  t h i s  mor ni ng mak e  r e f e r e nc e  to thi s r e s o lut i o n  
a nd I t h i nk t hat h e  ha s c o ver·e d  t h e  ma i n  p o i nt s  whi c h  a r e  o f  
c o nc e r n ,  f a r  b e t t e r  than I would b e  abl e t o  d o . Howe v e r , .  I 
t h i nk s i nc e  .I am go i ng t o  move an ame ndme nt t o  thi s r e s o lut i o n ,  
t ha t  I wi l l , a t  l e a s t , c o v e r  i n  a b r i e f  fa s h i o n  t he t h i ng s  th at 
I o r i gi na l ly i nt ende d  to c o ve r . Now, c e rt a i nly whe n  o ne r e a d s  
the r e s o lut i o n ,  t h e y  l e ave o ne wi th a mi s l ea d i n g  impr e s s i o n .  
And I wou ld no t wa nt the Hou s e  t o  draw t h e  same c o nc l u s i o n  a s  
I have drawn . A l s o , I c e r t a i nly wa nt t o  leave no impr e s s i o n  
wi th t h e  House o f  c a s t i ng a ny r e f l e e t :i, o ns upo n  t h e  memb e r  who 
propo s e d  t h t s r e s o lut i o n .  Neverthe l e s s , I f e e l  that he d i d  
m a k e  a rni s t a " e  i n  t h a t  h e  c o nfu s ed wh at . mi ght b e  t e rmed a 
f i na nc i al a s p e c t  s tudy wi th a t ru e  c o s t  b e n e f i t  survey .  Now, 
in s ome wa ys i t  is a l it t l e  d i f f i cult t o  und e r st a nd how h e  ma d e  
t h i s e rror , b e c au s e  para graph s ix o f  t he r eport d e f i nit e l y  p r e 
c lud e d  such a s t udy b e i ng ma d e  by . t h e  L ak e s  B o ard . The c o n
c lud i ng s e nt e nc e  o f  t h e . paragrauh says , 1 1a survey a nd r e port 
shal l be l imi t ed t o  t he ma t t e r s  me nt i o ne d  above a nd shal l not 
c o nt a i n  c o s t b e ne f i t  e st imat e s . 11 Now, ��r . Speak e r , the ho nour 
able memb e r  quo t e d  c e r t a i n  f i na nc i al a s pe ct s whi c h  ws r e  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  t h e  r e port , such a s  the $1 , 480 , 000 . 00 exc avat i o n  a nd the -
$ 120 , 000 . 00 c o nt ro l  dam o n  the F a i rford River a s  b e i ng a c o s t 
o f  $1 , 6oo , ooo . oo and showi ng that duri ng t h e  t hr e e  y e a r s , '54 t o  
1 56 ,  t he lo s s e s ,  p r o p e r t y  d ama ge , a nd s o  o n ,  a pproxima t e d  the 
s ame :f i gur e . Now, from t hi s ,  qui t e  o bv iou sly , he ha s c o nc luded , 
but nevert h e l e s s ,  e r r r o n e ou s l y , t ha t  the pro j e c t  s e ems to pro
vide a :favourable c o s t  b e ne f i t  ra t i o . Now, a l l  memb e r s  mu s t  
r e a l i z e  t ha t  i n  a s t udy su c h  a s  t he L a ke s Boa rd mad e o f  t h e  
s i tuat i o n ,  t h e r e c ert a i nl y  mu s t  b e  s ome e st imat e o f  the dama g e !3  
i ncur r e d  a nd s ome e s t imat e o f  t h e propo s ed cur e s  that might b e  
c o nt emplat e d , a nd t h e s e  the n mu s t  b e  we i gh ed i n  t h e b a l a nc e  a nd 
s imply u s e d  a s  t he ba s i s  for a t ru e  c o s t study . T hi s t h e  L ake s 
Board d i d . The ho nourable membe r  mi s t a k e nly ha s a s s umed t h i s  
rathe r  p r e l imi nary s tudy o f  t h e  f i na nc i a l  s i tua t i o n  c o ns t itued 
a t ru e  c o s t  b e ne f it e st imat e o f  t he s i tuat i o n . Now, t hi s  i s  . 
rather l i ke , ( I mi ght draw a l i t t l e  a s id e  from t h i s )  i t ' s  l i k e  
ba s i ng your c o s t  b e ne f i t  f i gur e s  o n  t h e  pr o p o s a l  that your wi f e  
mi ght buy a $ 5 . 95 hat . N ow ,  t o  c e r t a i n  unma r r i e d  p e o p l e , t he y  
might t h i nk ,  we l l  h e r e ' s  t h e  c o st o f  ·�5 . 95 a nd the b e ne f i t s ma y 
b e  c e rt a ± nly s ome improved appearanc e s . But whe n  you start t o  
a na l y'z e the s ituat i o n ,  you wi ll f i nd t hat pr obably whe n  t h e  hat 
c ome s home , t he c o l our s do n ' t  s u it a nythi ng that are ava i l ab l e  
at the t ime t h e  l a d y  ha s t o  w e ar - you e nd u p  w i t h  buyi ng a who l e  
new out f i t  a nd y o u  c a n  s e e  that a s  your s tudy progre s s e s ,  t h e  
o r i gi nal f i gur e s  s e em t o  grow and t a k e  o n  a new a s p e c t . A nd t h i s  
i s  wh at ma y o c cur i n  t h i s  s it uat i o n . B e c au s e  a · c o st b e n e f i t  
study mu s t  b e  very · s e a r ch i ng ,  far mo r e  s e a r c h i ng t h a n  t h e  Lake s 
Board s t udy \va s . O n .  t h e  c o st s i d e ,  d e t a i l ed c o ns id e rat i o n  mu s t  
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h e  gi v e n t o � e  c a pi t n l  c o s t  of t h 0  o r i g i n� l s t ru c t u r e s , t h e  work 
i nv o l v e rl , t h e  i n t e r e s t 0 0  t � e  i nve s t m e n t o �  tha t m o n e v ,  t h e n  the 
d e p r e c i � t i o n  o f  t h � t  n r o j e c t  over a given t e rm of y e a r s , t h e 
o p e r a t i o n  � nrl ma i nt e n R nc e  c o s t �  o v e r  t h e  ye a r s ,  a nd va r i ou s  o t h e r 
r e l a t e d i t em s .  O n  t h e  b e ne f i t  s i d e , I t h i nl- it .i s o nl y  f 1 i r t h ."l t  
•·m rm s t 1 l s o  st n c1 y  t h e  n nnua l c o s t :=1 r r i v e d  .l t o v 0 r  t h e  o e r i o d  o f  
y e a r s  f o r  • ·rh :t c h  you 1-(l ve r e c o rrl s . n o'.'' ' i t ' s  t ru e  t h a t  t h e  ye a r s  
' 5 4 t o 1 S h s h o w  a v e; ry J-, e a vy l o s s , but I u nd e r n t �, n d that r e c o rd s 

h ;:J. v e  b e e n  l<· e pt s i nc e  1 9 1 4  ;'l nr:l vre mu s t  eo b a c 1' t r1 e n  -"t ncl s e e  h ow 
f r e q u e nt l y  t h e s e  P e r i o d s  o f  h i gh wa t e r  wh i c h  c a u s e d  rl. amage r e 
c u r r e d  duri ng t h a t  t im e . I t ' s  i nt e r e s t i n� t o  not e t ha t  s i nc e  
l CJ l 4  t h e r e  we r e  t •  . ..ro c o n s i rl e r n b l y  h i gh l e v e l s  o f  •r ra t e r  r e c o rd e d . 
Dur i ng 1 9 2 2  t o  1 2 5 t h e r e  �B s a n e a �  i n  t h e  ne i �h h ou r h o o d  o f  � 1 4 
f e e t  a nd t h e n  a ga i n ,  i n  l 9 S 4 - 5 6  t h e  p e a k  r e a c h e d  �16 f e e t . We 
s e e  t h e r e  '''e h a v e  t >.·ro p e n l< s  i n  44 y e a r s , I.·Jl:l i c h wou l d  na t u r a l l y  
g i ve y o u  a much l owe r l o s s  r at i o  t h a n  � a k i ng t h e  f i gur e s  o f  t h e ' 
immed i a t e l y  pa s t  t h r e e  yea r s  o r  s o . I t  i s  i nt e r e r, t i ng t o  no t e  
t h :1t , dur i n g  t h < t  s o me p e r i o d , t ll e r e  v.re r e  t•,IO p e r i o d s o f  r e 
l a t i ve l y l ow \·Ja t e r , 1932 t o  ' 3 3 ,  CJ. nd a g,'l i n  i n  1 940 t o  ' 4 5 ,  a t  
�.ovh i. c h t im e  t he 'r' "' t e r d r o pp e d  t o  "1. opr o:xim"l t e l y  t h e  s a me l e v e l  i n  
e a c h  c CJ. s e , � 1 0 �  f e e t . S o , f r o� e v e n  t h i s  v � � 7 buoe r f i c i a l  e x 
p l a n a t i o n ,  V r . S p e a k e r ,  o ne c a n  s e e  t h � t a s e a r ch i n g  c o s t  b e n e f i t  
s t udy mu s t  c o ns i d e r  a nd e v a lua t e  m a ny c omn l i c l t e d .'.1. nd i nt e rwo v e n  
e l eme nt s b e f o r e  a t ru e  a s s e s sm e nt o f  a l l  t ha t  i s  i nv o l v e d  c a n  b e  
obt a i n e d . I t  s e en1 s t o  me , l< r . Spea l? e r ,  i f  my memo ry s e rve s m e  
c o r r e c t l y , t h a t  d u r i ng t h e  l a s t s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  2 4 t h  l e �i s l a t u r e , 
t h e  0r e s e n t  F i r st l ' i ni s t e r , t h e n  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  O pp o s i t i on ,  
uo i nt e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u c h  a s t u d y , a c o s t  b e n e f i t  s tu d y ,  
s hould have be e n  i nc l u cJ e d i n  t h e  o r i gi na l  t e rm s o f  r e f e r e nc e  
gi v e n  t h e  L a � e  B o a rd a nd p o i nt e d  out t h t t  d e l a y s  m� gh t r e s u l t , 
d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k o f  s u c h  a c o s t  b e n e f i t  p r o vi s i o n  i n  t h e  t e rm s  
o f  r e f e r e nc e . Howe v e r , a s  t l1 e H onou r a b l e  F i r s t  Jvl i ni s t er ha s 
p o i nt e d out , s i nc e t a1d nr: o f f i c e  t h i s  f'-;o ve r nme nt ha s l o s t  l i t t l e 
o r  no t ime i n  t a k i ng a c t i o n .  Such a c o s t  b e n e f i t  s t u d y  vva s 
o r d e r e d  d i r e c t l y  i t  wa s found t h a t  O t t awa c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f a c t s ,  
q ui t e r i gh t ly I b e l i eve , g i v e n i n  t h i s  r e p o r t , a s  i nsuff i c i e nt 
a nd c o nc l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  pr o j e c t  s h ou l d  b e  pro c e e d e d  wi t h  
wi t hout a fur t h e r  s tu d y  a nd t h e  go v e r nme nt o r d e r e d  s u c h  a s tudy 
upo n r e c e i v i ng t h a t  i nf o rma t i o n .  S o  i t  mu s t  b e  r e a l i z e d , � I r . 
S p e a k e r , t ha t  a ny d e la y  whi c h  ma y ha v e  o c c u rr e d , c e .::' t a i nl y  c a n  
not b e  l a i d  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  the Dr e s e nt to':O v e r nm e nt . Fow , a s  t h e  
Ho nour ab l e  t h e  F i r st M i n i s t e r  h a s  i nf o rm e d  u s , t hj s study i s  we l l  
u nd e r  way a nd s h o u l d  b e  a va i l n h l e  wi t h i n  a v e r y  s h o r t  s ua c e  o f  
t ime . I n  v i ew o f  a l l  t h i s ,  �r . S p e a k e r , a nd b e c au s e  I b e l i e v e , 
i n  t h e  l i ght o f  t hi s  i nf o rmat i o n ,  t h e  r e s o lut i o n  i s  mi s l e a d i ng 
I wou l d  l ik e  t o  p r o na s e  t h e  f o l l owi ng a me ndm e nt : I b e g  t o  move , 

' s e c o nd e d  by t h e  ho noura b l e  mem b e r  fo r Ru pe r t s la nd , t ha t  a l l  t h e  
wo r d s  f o l l owi np t h e  f i r s t n a r a gr a -oh , e nd i ng " a  pr a c t i c a l  p r o j e c t  
a nd "  b e  d e l e t ed a n d  t h e  f o l lowi ng sub s t i t ut ed : " wh e r e a s  t h e  
pr e v i o u s  P r o vi nc i a l  gove r nrn.e nt f a i l e d  t o  i nc lud e a c o st b e ne f i t  
s t ud y  i n  t h e  t e rms o f  r e f e r e n c e , a nd �,vh e r e a s  t h e  f i na nc i a l  sur
v e y  i nc lud e d  in the r e u o r t  ha s not b e e n  a c c e nt e d  a s  a c o st 
b e n e f i t  s t ud y  by t h e  f e d e r a l  r e pr e s e nt a t i v e s  o n  t he L a k e s  
Wi nni p e g  a nd Ma ni t o b a  R o a r d , t he r e f o r e  b e  i t  r e s o lv e rl. ,  t ha t  i n  
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the · o p i ni o n  of t hi s  Hous e ,  t h e  Gove r nment of 1'-Tani t o ba should be 
c omme nd e d  for havi ng i ni t i at ed a c o st b e nefit su rvey o f  it s own , 
a nd f o r  it s announc e d  i nt e nt i o n . t o  give c o ns id e rat i o n  t o  t h e 
advi s a b i l i t y  of a n  e a r l y  s t art o n  t h e  Fairford Ri v e r  c o nt r o l  d am 
pro j e ct " . 

HR . SP EAKER :  I t  ha s b e en moved by the h o nourabl e memb e r  
for Brand o n ,  s e c o nd e d  by t h e  ho nourable m emb e r  f o r  Rupe r t s l a nd ,  
t hat all the w o r d s  followi ng t h e  first paragr a ph e nd i ng ,  11 a 
pract i c al pro j e c t  a nd "  b e  del e t e d  a nd t he f o l l owi ng sub st i tut e d : .  
"Vfu e r e a s  t h e  pr evious provi nc i a l  go vernme nt fa i l e d  to i nc lude a 
c o s t  b e ne f i t  study i n  the t e rms of r e f e r e nc e , a nd wh e r e a s  t h e  
f i na nc i a l  survey i nc lud e d  i n  t h e  r e port ha s no t b e e n  a c c e pt e d  
a s  a c o s t  b e ne f i t  s tudy b y  t he f e d e ra l  r ep r e s e nt at i v � s  o n  L a ke 
Wi nnipe g  a nd Ma nit o ba Board , t he r e f o r �  be it r e s o lved , t ha t  in 1 
t h e  o p i ni o n  o f  t h e  Hou s e , t h e Go vernme nt of Manit oba b e  c ornme nd ed 
for havi ng i n s t i tut ed a c o st b e ne fi t  surve y o f  i t s  own ,  a nd for 
i t s a nnounc e d  i nt e nt i o n  t o  give c o n s i d e rat i o n  to t he advi P.ab i l i t y  
o f  a n  e a r l y  s t a r t  o n  t h e  F a i rf o r d  River c o nt r o l  dam pro j e c t " . 
A r e  you ready for t he que st i o n? 

MR ·. GREENLAY : Mr . S peaker , a s  t h e  amendment d e a l s  part i c 
ularly wi t h  t h e  qu e st i o n  o f  a 9 o s t b e ne f i t  study , but i s  s o  
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  wit h  t he mat t e r o f  t he c o s t , whi c h  t a ke s i n  t h e  
F a i r f o r d  Dam , I would l i k e  t o  s p eak a l i t t l e  t ime wi t h  r e gard t o  
t he who l e  ma t t e r  o f  c o nt ro l  o n  L a k e  �1Ia nit oba , wh i ch I t h i nk i s  
i nvolved i n  t h e  c o s t b e ne f i t  s t udy . Mr . S pea k e r , I d o n ' t  know 
how many of t h e  ho nourabl e memb e r s  t ha t  live c l o s e  t o  L a ke 
Manit oba a nd k now t h e  fluc t uat i o ns wh i c h  o c cur t he r e , a nd t h e  
s i t ua t i o n  t hat o c cu r s  around t he Lake , a nd t h e  a f f e c t  t ha t  t h e  
l a k e  h a s  o n  t he immedia t e  s urroundi ng a r e a  wi t h  r e gard to c r op s .  
Now, it i s  t h e  ge neral o p i ni o n  i n  t he P o r t a ge la P ra ir i e  ar e a , 
a nd i n  t h e  a r e a  surr ound i ng t he southern e nd o f  L ake :/l.'la nit oba , 
t ha t  t h e  fact that t ha t  body p f  wat e r  i s  l o c a t e d  t h e r e , d o e s  
ma t e r i a l l y  aff e c t  t he mo i s ture c o nd i t i o ns o v e r  a· l a r ge a r e a  o f  
t h e  P o rt a ge P l a i ns a nd t he r efore , i t  i s  e s s e nt i a l , a nd very 
impo r t a nt , t ha t  t h e lake be ma i nt a i ne d . Mr • .  S p e a k e r , I t h i nk i t  
i s  . we l l  t hat t h e r e  should b e  s ome a r e a  i n  whi ch i t  should b e  
mai nt a i ne d , t ha t  i s  a n  upper l eve l a nd a l owe r  l ev e l , po s s ibly 
813 , 811 to 813 is c o rr e c t , s omewh e r e  in that o r d e r . A nd I t h i nk 
t hat o ne o f  t h e  t h i n17s t ha t  i s  imp o r t a nt , o f  c o ur s e , i s  t h e  c o n
t ro l  o n  t h e  out l e t . fr om t he lake . A nd , Mr . S p e a ke r ,  I r ememb e r  
a f e w  y e a r s  a go , I spoke a l i t t l e  b i t  o n  t h i s t h e  o t her d a y , but 
I r ememb e r  a f ew yea r s  a !2:0 wh en t h e r e  wa s just a t ri c kl e  o f  
wat e r  goi ng o u t  t o  F ai rfnrd a nd t he lake wa s s t i l l  go i nP: d o1•m 
about · a  half a n  i nc h  a day , dur i ng t he summer mo nt h s . Now , Mr . 
S peake r , i t  wa s n ' t  t h e  wat e r  t hat wa s runni ng out , i t  wa s .  
e vapo rat i o n  a nd l a c k  of i nflm•r . Now, Mr . Speaker , I t hi �k t hat 
b e f o r e  we get i nt o  a que s t i o n  o f  c o s t  o f  a dam at Fair ford , a nd 
b e f o r e  t h ey s t a r t  t o  c o ns t ruct a new dam a t  F a i r f o r d , I t h i nk 
t h ey should l o o k  a t , a nd t hi s  s o r t  o f  follows alo ng t h e  l i ne o f  
t h e  r e a s o ni ng o f  t h e  . h o nourabl e memb e r  fn r Bra nd o n  wh e n  h e  wa s 
buyi ng t h at new hat a nd mayb e had t o  ge t a new c oa t  t o  go wi t h  i t , 
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MR. GREE NLAY ( C o nt i nue d )  
o r  a ha irdo t o  pnt t h e  hat o n ,  Mr . S p e a ke r , I t h i nk that t h e  mo st 
import a nt thi ng is how a r e  we go i ng to g e t  s ome mo r e  wa t e r  i nt o  
L ak e  Manitoba? B e c au s e  I submit t o  you , S i r , t ha t  a c o nt r o l  dam 
a t  t h e  out l e t  on t h e  Fairf o rd River i s n ' t  worth t h e  name of i t  
i f  t h e r e ' s  no wa t er c 0me s i nt o  t h e  lake . I t h i nk t h e  s t ructure 
t ha t  is t he r e , whi l e  it pr e t t y  wel l  out l ived i t s u s efu l ne s s , a nd 
i s  d et e r i o rat e d  qui t e  bad) y ,  u nl e s s  you c a n .R:et mo r e  wat e r t o  c ome 
i nt o  Lake Ma nitoba , I a s su r e  you t hat a ny ki nd of a s t ructure you 
put o v e r  t he Fai rford , i s n ' t a nv good t h e r e  a t  a l l . A nd it s e ems 
t o  me t hat if you wi l l  t a ke t hi s  Lake Wi nni p e g  a nd Ha nit oba Report 
a nd c o ns i d e r  it c a r e ful l y ,  you wi l l  go t hrough t o  the la t t e r  
s t a ge s  of it , wh e n  they st art t o  d e a l , a nd t h i s i s  wh e r e  you ' l l 
f i nd t h e  i nformat i o n ,  wh e n  they s t a rt t o  deal wit h  t h e  mat t er 
of t h e  s t o rage for power d e velopme nt a nd t h e  u s e  o f  L a k e  Winni p e g
o s i s , C edar L ak e  a nd L a ke Ma nit oba for st orage purpo s es , f o r  
wat e r , for powe r d e v e l o ome nt ; I t h i nk t h e r e  i s  wh e r e  t h e  p e o p l e '  
who a r e  c o ns i d e r i ng t h i s  who l e  pro j e c t  should l oo k � 

Now I t hi nk t hat it i s  i nt imat e d  at l e a s t i n  t hi s  r eport 
a nd wh i l e  that may no t b e  ma d e  up bv e xp e rt s c omp l e t e ly i n  the 
powe r  d e v e l o pme nt f i e l d , a nd it may no t b e  just. e xa c t l y  c o rr e c t , 
i t  s e ems, t o  b e  i nt ima t ed i n  t h i s  report t hat f o r  the o v e r - a l l  
p ovre r d e ve l o pme nt p i c t u r e  o n  Lake Wi nni P e g  - b etwe e n  L a k e  
Manit oba a nd Lake Winni p e g  a nd i n  t ha t  who l e  ar e a  t ha t  t h e  wav 
t ha t  you c a n  get the b e s t  st o r a ge a nd t h e  mo Rt -power d e v e l o pme nt 
i s  by a c h a nnel from C ed a r  Lake t o  Lake �IITi nni o e go s i s , Wi nni P e g
o s i s  t o  :tv[a nit oba , Ma ni t ob a  t o  L ak e  vH nni pe g .  A nd it s e ems t o  me , 
Mr . Speaker , t hat t hi s  i s  t he e s s e nt i a l  t h i ng t hat t h e y  s hould 
look at in t ryinf'.' to c o nt r o l  the wat e r s  o f  Lake M a nit o b a , a nd 
before you c a n  c o nt r o l  t h em you ' ve got t o  get t h em i n  t h er e . 
Now, t he r e  i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  diver s i o n  from t h e  A s s i nibo i ne 
R i v e r  but I submit , Mr . Speake r , t hat t hat a ga i n  i s  s o me t h i ng 
wh i c h  i s , i n  my o p i ni o n ,  i s  v e ry , a verv minor a dva nt a ge . T h e  
o nly t ime t h 1. t  you wi l l  b e  gett i ng wa t e r out , c ould b e  abl e t o  
get wa t er out o f  t h e  A s s i nibo i ne River i nt o  L a k e  M a nit o b a  you 
probably d o n ' t  wa nt it t he r e  a nd t h e  t ime t ha t  you wa rit t o  get 
wat e r  to Lake �:Ta ni t o b a , as a t  the or e s e nt t :tme , there i s n ' t  
a nv t o o  muc h  wat er c omi nP: d own t h e  A s s i nib o i ne River a nd i f  you 
st art e d  t o  t a k e  s ome of it out you would r e a l l y  be in t r oubl e . 

Mr . Speake r , it s e ems t o  me t ha t  we ha ve go t t o  l o o k , a nd 
I t h i nk t h i s  i s  t r em e ndously imp o rt a nt wit h  re gard t o  t h e  l a r ge 
a r e a , I woul d n ' t  b e gi n  t o  s a y  wh e r e  t h e  b ou ndr ie s o f  t h a t  a r e a  
s hould b e , surround i ng L a ke Ma nitoba . vve have got t o  l o o k  a t  
ge t t i ng mo r e  wat e r  i n  a nd i f  you ' l l t a k e  your , i f  you ' l l t ak e  
your L a k e  Manit o b a  '1/va t e r  Board Report a nd l o o k  at s ome of t he 
s c he dul e s  whi c h  a r e at t a ched t n  it , you wi l l  s e e  t ha t  i f  you l o ok 
at t h e  A s s i nibo i ne River run- o f f  a r e a  i t ' s  p r e t t y  smal l ,  pr e t t y  
smA l l ,  M r . Speaker , c omp a r e d  t o  t h e  r11 n-off a r e a  wh i ch c ome s 
d own t h e  S a s kat chewa n  River . I t h i nk t hat ' s  t h e  t h i ng that we 
have got t o  l o o k  t o  i s  get t i ng wat e r  from a n  a r e a  a lt e r na t e  t o  
t h e  o ne immed i a t e l y ad j a c e nt t o  L ake Mani t o b a . C e r t a i nl y  we 
have t h e  run- off from t h e  Rid i ng :t'viount a i ns a nd t h e  Duc k Mount a i ns 
a nd s o  o n  but , Mr . Speake r , t h o s e , t ho s e  a r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  a nd 
t h e r e ' s  a r e la t ive sma l l  a r e a  \.vh i c h  i s  bei ng d r a i ned a nd i f  you 
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d o n ' t get the mo i stu r e  c o nd it i o ns i n  thAt particularly sma l l  a r e a  
you do n ' t  g e t  t hat wat e r  i nt o  L a k e  Ma nt t oh a . But I t h i nk ,  t-1r . 
Spea k e r ,  that th e import a nt t hi ng i s  a nd I t hi nk the Go v e r nme nt 
should l o o k  a t  t h i s very c ar e fully a nd t ry a nd t ak e  s ome a c t i o n ,  
t o  s e e  i f  thi s o t h e r  cha nne l ca n no t b e  ma d e  b e c au s e  i n  that way 
you c a n  have a s our c e  of wat e r  ava i l ;:l b l e  wh i c h  wi l l  k e e P  L a k e  
Wi nni p e go s i s  UP , wh i c h  w:i 1 1  k e e p  L a k E� t-.·lanit oba u n  and wi l l  
e ve ntually f:et i nt o  Lake Wi nni P e g  wh ,:! r e  i t  wa s go i ng anyway . 

I n  t h e  r eport you wi l l  s e e  t h e y  c o ns id e r  t ha t  pr obRbly t h a t 
i s  t h e  way you c a n  get t he b e s t  p o,,re r d e v e lo pment i s  bv u s i ng 
all t h o s e  s t o r a ge fa c i l i t i e s  a nd L a k e  Winni p e g  i n  o r d e r  t o  pro
cuc e t he powe r  on the N e l s o n  River . N ow you ' ve got a l l  tho s e  
l o c at i o ns a nd I t hi nk t hat i f  you ' l l s tudy t hi s  c a r e ful l y ,  s tudy 
t h e  maP s  t ha t  go w i t h  i t , the run off a r e a s , t he a r e a  of Lake 
Wi nniPeg ; the area o f  Lake Manit o b a ; a nd the area o f  Lake 
Wi nni p ego s i s ,  you wi l l  s ee that t hat is the wa y that you c a n  
make t he mo s t  u s e , I t h i nk i s  t h e  p r o p e r  t erm , ma ke t h e  mo s t  
u s e  o f  t h e  wat e r  wh i c h  i s  c omi ng down the Sa skat c hewa n  Rive r . 
A nd ,  I would urge t ha t  t he Go vernme nt would d o  e v e r y t h i ng t h e y  
po s s i bly c a n  t o  hav e  thi s pa r t i cular p o i nt i nve s t i ga t e d , b e c au s e  
a t  t h e  pr e s e nt t ime t h e  L a k e  i s  d own , I thi nk ,  a bout e i ght e l even 
o r  probably a l it t l e  b e low t ha t  a nd ,  at the p r e s e nt t ime , I 
would exP e ct that t he r e  i s  a ve r y , very smR l l  amount of wat er 
go i ng out t o  t h e  F a i rfo rd River b e c a u s e  of the l e v e l  of t h e  
L al< e  a t  t h e  pr e s e nt t ime . So that , I t h i nk ,  t h e r e ' s  a lake , 
we c a n ' t a fford t o  l e t  t hat L a k e  go t o o l ow a nrl. we ' v e got t o  l o o k  
t o  a s our c e  o f  wat er wh i c h  wi l l  k e e p  i t  UP s omewh e r e  betwe e n  
t ho s e  bvo l e ve l s . Gra nt e d  t h e  pro j e c t  a t  Fa i rford h a s  t o  be two 
fo l d ; t h e  pro j e c t  ha s t o  prmride f o r  a l a r ger o n t  l e t  i n  t ime s  
wh e n  t h e  L a ke i s  c omi rre; up a nd it a l s o  ha s t o  provi d e  f o r  a go od 
s ound dam whi c h  wil l  ho l d  it back wh e n  the lake i s  l m,r . At t he 
pr e s e nt t ime , it wo n ' t  go down muc h  l owe.r by. rea s o n  o f  run- off 
but it wi l l  go down by r e a s o n  o f  evaporat i o n . 

N o'lllr ,  Mr . Speake r ,  I d o n ' t  know t ha t  i f  I have very muc h  t o  
add t o  that a t  t h e  pr e s e nt t ime but I d o  warit t o  a ga i n  s t r e s s  
t he impo rt a nc e  o f  wha t  I c o ns i d e r  t o  b e  the import a nc e  o f  ma i n
t a i ni ng t h e  lake , no t o n l y  c o nt r o l l i ng ,  but mai nt a i ni ng i t  a nd 
i f  you s p e a k  t o  g e nt l eme n wh o have l i v e d  o n  t h e  l a k e  a nd p a i d  
a t t e nt i o n  t o  t he l a ke o v e r  many year s ,  a nd I r ef e r  part i cula r l y  
t o  D o c t o r  C adham, S e ni o r , who ha s mad e  wha t  y o u  mi ght c a l l  a 
l i f e t ime study o f  Lake M a nit o h a . H e  c a n  t ak e  you t o  pla c e s i n  
t ha t  l a k e  wh e r e  h e  says that t h e  mpth ha s c h a nged s o met h i ng l i ke 
f i v e  a nd s ix f e e t  i n  t h e  l a st , o h ,  t h e  l a s t  f i ft e e n ,  t we nt y y e a r s . 
I t  s e ems t hat t he b o t t om o f  t h e  l a k e  i s  f i l l i ng up a nd it ' s  get 
t i ng s ha l l owe r . T hat ' s  wh a t  t h e  f i s h e rmen t e l l  u s . I t  s e ems t o  
me , }1r . S'p e a ke r , t h a t  we have t o  b e  p r e t t y  c a r e fu l  a nd we shou l d  
t a ke s ome d e fi ni t e  a c t i o n  t o  s e e  t ha t  t h e  l a ke i s  ma i nt a i n e d  a nd 
no t , t he c o nt r o l  i s  a l l  r i ght , but I t h i nk t h a t  t he f i r st t h i ng 
we ' ve got t o  b e  sur e of i s  t hat we have a l a k e . A nd , I t h i nk 
t h i s b e s i d e s  b e i ng of a gr i cultural value a nd I t h i nk it i s  o f  
c o ns i d erab l e  a P:r i cultural value , t o  t ha t  c e nt ral a r ea , it would 
have a part i cu l a r  value a s  �"e l l  f o r  t h e  f i sh i ng i ndu s t r y  b o t h  
o n  L a k e  \.lli n ni p e go s i s  a nd Lake t-.·�a nit oba . 
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W� . G REE NLAY ( C o nt i nue d ) 

Now t h e � e  a r e  pe cul i a r  th i ng s  happ e n  in t h e  f i s h i ng i ndu s t r y  
fi s h i ng . .  wi th r e gard t o  t he f i s h .. ;,ve ha d ,  at o ne t ime , a r e 
p o rt f r o m  a very c a pab l e  b i o l o g i s t  wh o s a id t h a t  we wou l d  never 
have a ny mo r e  p i c k e r e l  fi s h i ng on Lake M a ni t oba . He s a i d  i t ' s  
turned i nt o  a s auger l c=d :- e . You wo n 1 t get a nyt h i ng o nl y  s auge r s  
a nd mA yb e a f ew p e r c h  a nd t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e 1 1 1 b e  t h e r e . Bu t 
wh e t h e r  he ha d n ' t  b e e n  i n  t ouch wi t h  t h e r i ght , r i ght aut h o r i t i e s, 
r i ght fi s h ,  o r  what ever it wn s ,  wit h i n  t wo y e a r s  they we r e  get 
t i ng p i c k e r e l  a nd no muger a nd he probably had r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t ha t  t h i s wa s go i n g  t o  c ome about i n  vi ew o f  t h e  evide nc e  o f  t h e  
i nc r e a s e  o f  s auge rs . Rut , o ne o f  the o t h e r  t h i ngs that I t h i nk 
i s  import a nt ,�ri t h  L a k e  Ma nit o b a  wi t h  r e gard t o  f i shi ng i s  t h i s ,  
a nd t hi s  i s  s om e t h i ng wh i c h  I know hA s o c cu r r e d , a nd I t hi nk i t  
t i e s  i n  wi t h  t h e  ma i nt e na nc e o f  t h e  lake at a oart i c u l a r  l e ve l . 
Some few y e a r s  a go you c ould go i nt o  t h e  nm r s h  ad j o i ni ng t h e  
s out h e nd o f  L a k e  Manitoba , i n  t h e  spr i ng ,  a nd you would f i nd 
s c ho o l s , l � rge s c hoo l s  a l l  o v e r ' t ha t  ma r s h  o f  . .  pard o n? . .  l o t s 
o f  wat e r t h e r e , qui t e  a b i t  o f  vrat er t h e r e  but you found t he 
p i c k e r e l  a nd t h e  j a c k  c omi ng i n  t h e r e  t o  spawn . Now, Mr . C h a i r 
ma n ,  I ' ve a r gued , h a d  a n  a r gument wi t h  b i o l ogi st s a nd t he y  s hould 
know mo re thn n I do about i t  but i t  a l·way s  s e ems t o  me t hat o l d 
mo t h e r  na ture s o r t  o f  f i gu r e d  t h i ngs out a l o ng wh i l e  b e f o r e  t h e  
b i o l o gi s t s  c ame a l o ng .. A nrl. ,  why d i d  t h e y  s a y  t hA.t t h o s e  f i s h  
woul d g o  i n  t h e r e  a nd wou l d  spawn a nd t hat t h e  . . .  wou l d  no t get 
out . Mr . Speaker , I t h i nk t h e  impo r t a nt t h i ng a ga i n  to o f f - s e t  
t hat i s  probably c o nt r o l , whi c h  w-i 1 1  k e e p  t h e  wat e r a t  a l e v e l  
wh ere t h e r e  wi l l  b e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  lal' e  by t l• e  . " . .  Novl ,  Mr . 
Speaker , o n e  o f  t h e t hi n:g;s t h a t  ha s o c cur r e d i n  t h e  low wat e r 
y e a r s ; you wou l d  f i nd bush e l s a nd bu s h e l s  o f  e g�c:; s o f  t h e  spawn 
wa shed uo o n  t he s h o r e s  o f  L a l' e  JvJanit oba . Now , it d i dn ' t , i t  
never turned i nt o  l i t t l e  f i s h s o  t hat i t  vva s l o s t  c omp::L e t e l y  a nd 
I d o n ' t t h i nk t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a ny mo r e  l o st i n  t h e  ma r s h  t hA n  
wha t  woul d  b e  l o st t h e r e . A s  I s a y , I th i nk o l d  mo t b e r  na t ur e  
h a d  t h e  t h i ng f i gured out y e a r s  a {Zo a nd t h a t t h e  natural p l a c e  
t o  g o  wa s t o  t he mar s h . A nd I t h i nk t ha t  t h e  t h i ng t hat we ne e d  
t o  d o  i s  have t he l e v e l  o f  t h e  la�e c o nt r o l l e d  a nd s e e  t hat t he r e  
i s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  spawni ng gr ound s  f o r  t h e .s e  f i s h  a nd I ,  
pe r s o na l l y ,  I t h i nk you wou l d  f i nd t ha t  t h e  suop l v  o f  :f i s h  wou l d  
b e  mu c h  b e t t er i n  the lake . Gra nt e d  i n  th i s  la st year f o r  s ome 
r e a s o n ,  ( i t mu s t  b e  b e cau s e  o f  a part i cula r l v  go o d , go o d  ha t c h
i ng yAar ) t hr e e  o r  four y e a r s  a go , t h e  c a t c h  o f  p i c k e r e l  in Lake 
Mani t o b a  ha s b e e n  very go o d . But , I t h i nk what ne e d s  to b e  d o ne 
i s  s ome c o nt r o l  t o  k e e o  i t  a t  a l e v e l  wh ere t h at c a n  o c cur i n  
e a c h  year . Gra nt e d  t he r e  m a y  s t i l l  b e  d i s a s t e r s  wit h  r e ga r d  t o  
t he hat c h  bu t you c a n ' t  probably o ff - s e t  t h em a l l . But , Mr . 
S n e a k e r , I ju st wa nt ed t o  bri ng t h e s e  thm1 ght s a nd t he s e  f a ct s ,  
I b e l i e v e , t o  t h e  att e nt i o n  o f  t h e  H ou s e ,  a nd t o  ur ge t h a t  t h e  
Go vernme nt wh i l e  t h e y  ma y b e  l o o ki ng a t  t he c o nt r o l  o f  t he out 
l e t  - f o r  g o o d ne s s  s a k e  t ak e  a l o o k  at how you ' r e go i ng t o  get 
s om e  mo re wat er i nt o  t he l A k e l B e c au s e , i f  i t  s t a y s  t he way i t  
i R  a nd t h e r e ' s  no mo r e  wat e r  c o r�e s i n  t h a n  wh a t  i s  c om i ng a t  t h e  
p r e s e nt t ime f o r  a no t h e r  year , t hat o l d  lak e s  go i ng t o  b e  awful 
l o w  a nd t he r e ' s  go i ng to be no a c c e s s  t o  t h e  ma r s h e s . Th e ma r g i n  
wi l l  b e  ver�r l o w .  T h e r e  w j  l l  b e  no t h i ng o nly mud flat s a nd I 

26 



t h i nk t h a t  wou l d  b e  d i s a st rous t o , wit h  r e gard t o  t h e  effect o f  
t he lake o n  t h e  su rroundi ng a r e a. a nd wit h  r e gard t o  t h e  f i sh i ng . 
Now I do n ' t  kno'II'T wh ether I ' ve b e e n  i n  order a l l  t h e  t ime or not 
but I t hi nk t h e  f a c t s are all r e l e va nt to t h e  ma t t e r  u nd e r  d i s 
c u s s i o n  a nd I want e d  t o  b r i ng t h e s e  part i cu l a r  po i nt s  t o  t h e  
a t t e nt i o n  o f  t h e  House • . •  

t-1R . SP EAKE R : • • •  Ready for t h e  que s t i o n? 

MR .  GUT TOID-ISON :  Moved by t he ho nourab l e  memb e r  for E t h e l 
bert t ha t  t h e  debat e b e  a d j our ned . 

Jv!R . SPEAKER : I t  ha s b e e n  moved by t h e  h o nourab l e  meMb e r  for 
St . Ge o r ge , s ec o nded by t he ho nourabl e  memb e r  for Ethelbert 
P la i ns that t h e  d eb a t e  be a d j ourne d . A r e  you r eady for the 
que st i o n? Th o s e  in favour p l e a s e  s a y  · " ay e '' · Tho s e  o ppo s e d 
pl e a s e  s a y  " nay" . I n  my o p i ni o n t h e  " ay e s "  have it a nd I d e c lare 
the mot i o n  c a r r i e d . Adjourn 

MR . ROBLI N :  We have n ' t r e a c hed t h e  e nd o f  t he order �aper 
this mo r ni ng but we o nly have ten mi nut e s  to go a nd perha p s  t h e  
ge nt l eme n t ha t  a r e  s cheduled t o  s p eak would r a t h e r  wa i t  t i l l  
a f t e r  lunch r a t h e r  t h a n  get we l l  launched a nd t h e n  h a v e  t o  cut 
o f f . So , i f  it me e t s  v-Ji th t h e  approval o f  t h e  H o u s e , I would 
mo ve , s e c o nded by t he H o nourabl e ,  the M i ni st e r o f  Mi ne s a nd 
Nat ur a l  R e s ourc e s , t hat t h e  H ou s e  d o  now ad ,j ourn a nd s t a nd a d 
j ourned u nt i r  2 : 3 0  t h i s  aft e r no o n .  

:t-.:R . SP E AKER : I t ' s  b e e n mo ved b v  t h e  H o noura bl e , the F i r st 
M i ni st er , s e c o nd e d  bv the H o nourable M i ni s t e r  o f  Mi n e s  a nd R e 
sourc e s  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  d o  now ad j our n .  Are you r ea d y  for the 
que st i o n? Tho s e i n  favour pl e a s e  s a y  " aye " . Tho s e  o ppo s ed 
pl e a s e  s ay " nay" . I n  my o p i ni o n  t h e  " ay e s "  have it a nd I d e :
c la r e  t h e  mot i o n  c a r r i e d . I d e c la r e  t h a t  t he H o u s e  i s  now ad
j ourned a nd st a nd a d j ourned unt i l  2 : 10 this aft e r no o n . 
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